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Pr’ R ER Reo “se 


N prefenting the Fifth Volume of the New Annual 
Regifter to the public, there is no neceflity for 
{fpecifying diftin@tly the parts of which it confifts, or 


the mode of conducting them we have endeavoured 
to purfue. Thefe are points that have heretofore 
more than once been explained; and therefore we 
fhall only add the expreffion of our hope, that we 
fhall not be found to have failed in our ufual attention 


to the objets which our work profefles to accom- 
plith. 


There is one circumftance, with regard to the 
department of ‘* Public Papers,” which may feem to 
require an apology; and that is, the interruption, in 
the prefent voluine, of the Reports of the Commif- 
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fioners of Accounts. This hath arifen from the 6x- 
traordinary fituation of affairs in the year 1784. 
The diffolution of the old, and the choice of a new F 
parliament, gave rife to contefted elections uncom- 
monly interefting, and in which it was thought, by 
great numbers of Englifhmen, that the political con- 
Rtitution of this country was deeply concerned. Hence 
a peculiar importance was derived to many of the 
papers and advertifements written upon the occafion 5 
and which, therefore, we have thought ourfelves 
obliged to infert with fome degree of copioufnefs. 
As a new parliament is not the work of every yeats 
there will be room, in our future volumes, to fupply 
any defeéts which have been the refult of a parti- 
cular juncture. 


- — ' 
y ° art < a ode 
' i ~ are » oe a a Mags Meo 


-_ 
rt oy 





In our article of Domeftic Literature, we ftand 
indebted to the fame able affiftance, in the account of 
Philofophical and Medical Publications, which we 
had the advantage of receiving laft year; and we 
here make our grateful acknowledgments to our ano- 


nymous correfpondent, for his ingenious and learned 
communication, 
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It has been intimated, by fome of our friends 

. ~ : 
that it would be defirable to enlarge the article of 
Domeftic Literature. Our readers mu perceive that 


this 
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this article has every year grown upon our hands; fo 
that it takes up a very competent portion of the 
work: but, at the fame time, we with it to be under- 
ftood, that we have no intention of fivalling the 
Reviews ; and we fhould be forry to have the New 
Annual Regifter at all confidered in that light. Its 
our exprefs defign only to give a concife view of the 
literary productions of the year, arranged in a {cien- 
tific form. In doing this, the writer of that depart- 
ment, though as much read as moft men in the pub- 
lications continually produced, freely acknowledges 
the occafional affiftance which he has drawn from the 
Reviews. To this afliftance he is more particularly 
obliged in his account of Toreign Literature ; while 
it has been no trifling labour to colle& the fcattered 
notices of things, and to reduce them to fomething 
of a fyftematic order. 


One objection has furprifed us, and that is, that 
there is a want of fpecimens of the books, the cha- 
racters of which are given. It is flrange that it 
fhould not occur to every gentleman, that the papers 
relative to Biography, Manners of Nations, Claffical 
and Polite Criticifm, Philofophy, Aantiquities, Mif- 
cellaneous Learning, and Poetry, difplay examples 
of the manner in which the moft important works 
of the year are written. 
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Upon the whole, while we commit ourfelves to the 
judgment of our readers with a becoming deference, 
we feel, alfo, a certain degree of courage, arifing from 
a con{cioufnefs that we have tafked our abilities, in 
order to render the New Annual Regifter not un- 
worthy of the public approbation. 























Cc’ ON 2°) 2s. 


A SHORT View of the State of Knocwledze, Literature, and Tafe, in 
Z this Country Pte from the Acceffion of King Edward the Firfi, to the 
: < A cefion eo; H. “ry the Four th, -- ° 





1 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN HISTORY. 


CHAP IL 


Meeting of Parliament. Votes of Supply. Receipt Tax. Committee to onguive 
into Frauds committed on the Revenue. Expulfion of Mr. Atkinfon, 3 


CHAP I. 


Mr. Fox's India Bill. Debates. Paffes the Commons by a great Majority. 
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N the general account that was given of the laft period, 

we took a furvey of the amazing power to which the 
popes had arifen, the abfurd and infolent claims they ad- 
vanced and exercifed, and the temporal authority they af- 
fumed over the kings and princes of the earth, It was the 
difgrace of England, that it fubmitted to all the pretens 
fions of the court of Rome, and thereby afforded an evi- 
dent demonftration that human reafon was fadly defaced 
among us, and true {cience reduced to the moft abject ftate, 
Indeed, the tide of knowledge, in this refpeét, feems to have 
funk almoft as low as it poffibly could; and, when it could ebb 
no farther, it might naturally be expected that it would begin 
to flow in again. Accordingly, the era we are now treating of, 
opens with the agreeable profpect of fome enlargement in the 
ideas of our countrymen, Whether it was that the impo- 
fitions of the Roman fee were too barefaced to delude any 
longer the groffeft underftanding ; whether the principle of 
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felf-intereft contributed to open mens eyes ; whether the 


. 
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fchifms which had happened in the church had brought its 
governors into difeftcem 5 whether Grotteft and Roger Ba- 
con had taught the Englith to look upon the pontiffs with 
lefs reverence: whether it was owing toa combination of 
thefe or other caufes, it ts an undoubted fact that, from 
this time, the high veneration for papal demands, and the 
obedience which was paid to them, began to decline, [t 
is true, the fpiritual power of the bifhop of Rome conti- 
nued, for a long feries of years, to be generally —_.. 
ledged : bur his fecular dominion was vigoroufly attac ced 5 
and hence the way was gradually opened for withdrawing 
from him the regard he claimed in religious matters. ‘The 
fame difpofition now appeared in the rett of Europe, and 
particularly in France ; the confequence of which was, that 
Boniface the Eighth, who flourifhed at the conclufion of 
the thirteenth century, was the laft pope that.openly af- 
fumed to himfelf the right of exercifing a temporal author- 
ity over the jurifdiction of princes. ‘his claim he infitted 
upon with as much haughtinefs as any of his predeceflors : 
but his infolence involved him in fo many calamities, that 
the pontiils have, ever fince, wilely and filently dropped their 
pretenfions, without giving them up in exprets terms. 
Edward the Firlt is the perton to whom the nation was 
principally indebted for the happy change in England. 
Whether this monarch was poflefled of literature or not, 
we cannot abfolutely determine. It is probable, from the 
character of the age, and the mode ot education which 
then prevailed, that he had little or nothing of what could 
be called learning. But being endued with a fuperior un- 
derftanding, and a vigorous mind, he rofe above fome of 
the prejudices of the times; and feveral things were tranf- 
acted during his reign, and under his peculiar direction, 
which deferve to be recorded in a hiftory of knowledge. 
Befides his general oppofition to the papal claims of {e- 
cular dominion, he took other meafures to prevent the 
undue influence and power of the Romifh church. His 
flatute of mortmain, in particular, has rendered his name 
txuiemely eclebrated, and is thought to have been the firft 
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THE STATE OF KNOWLEDGE, &c. iii 


of the kind that was made by any Chrittian prince. By 
this ftacute it was enact-d; That no one fhould bequeath 
his eftate to focieties which never die, without the king’s 
confent. A wile provifion! for, without fuch a law, the 
priefts, who could not alienate their poffeffions, would, 
by practifing on the weaknels of the people, have gotten 
into their hands almoft all the land of the nation. In fe- 
veral other refpects the authority of the clergy was rettrained 
by Edward.  Inttances are recorded, in which he even ufed 
them with great feverity; and the meafures purfued by 
him had an evident tendency to make his fubjects entereain 
a lower degree of veneration for the facred order. Upon the 
whole, he feems to have been lefs tinctured with fuperftition 
than many of his contemporaries, It is true, that he retained 
to the laft a zeal for the crufades : but this was probably a 
military, as well as a religious paffion; Paleftine being the 
theatre on which not only an attachment to the crofs was 
to be difplayed, but where glory in arms was chiefly to be 
acquired. With regard to Edward’s harfh treatment of the 
Jews, it feems to have proceeded from avarice, and not 
from bigotry. This, however, does not afford the leaft exte- 
nuation of his conduct. Nothing can more ftrongly evince 
the narrow {pirit and the barbarous fentiments of the age, 
than that a difference of religion could be looked upon as 
fufficient to juflify the moft fhocking oppreffion and cru- 
elty. 

The reign of Edward I. was ftill farther diftinguifhed by 
the great improvements that were made in our conftitution 
and laws. ‘The commons had become a diftinét branch of 
the legiflature during the adminiftration of Henry II]; but 
it was under his fon that the lower houle was conftituted in 

sprefent form. Then it was that Reprefentatives were 
fummoned from the boroughs as well as the counties; and 
aiter the time of their having a different place of mect- 
ing from that of the barons, bifhops, and mitred abbots, 
their weight and importance, as an eflential part of th 
government, continually increaled. It was, likewife, dure 
ing the reign of this monarch that the famous charter, 
which had fo often been broken, and fo often renewed, 
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received its indifputable confirmation, Whatever arbitrary 
meafures were purfued, the validity of this grand inftru- 
ment was no longer called in quettion. Henceetorward it 
was always regarded as the foundation of the Englith 
privileges, and as the rule by which the authority of every 
cuftom ought to be tried. Betides the general fettlement of 
the conftitution, Edward enriched his country with a variety 
of excellent laws ; and from the days of Alfred, down to 
our own age, there is not one of our princes who appears 
with equal fplendor as a legiflator. It is on this account, 
that he hath frequently, and indeed defervedly, been enti- 
tled the Juttinian of England. ‘Lhe numerous ftatutes en- 
acted in his reign, according to the opinion ct the ccle- 
brated Coke, alone merit the name of eftablifhments, and 
are more conflant, ftanding, and durable, than any which 
have been made fince. He corrected and extended our 
Jaws with fo much wifdom and judgment, and tranfmitted 
them in fo improved a ftate to potierity, that they received 
very little additional perfection till the time ot the Kevce 
lution. By him the jurifdiction of the feveral courts of 
judicature was adjufted ; the office of juftices of the peace 
fettled ; and the whole tace of the internal form of, govern- 
ment changed. The retormation he effected, and the pru- 
dent courfe of adiminiftration fixed upon by him, gave op- 

rtunity for the common law to refine itfelf, brought the 
judges to a greater certainty in their determinations, and 
the lawyers to more precifion in their pleadings. 

Such were the alterations, both in religious and civil 
matters, Which Edward the Firft carricd into execution ; 
and undoubtedly they were of real advantage to the pro- 
grels of knowiedge. They had a tendency to open the 
mind, to wear off the roughnets of the age, and giadually 
to introduce more rational views of things. 

A cultom which at this time began to take place, is of 
too much conlequence, with regard to the fubjeét betore us, 
to be patled over without notice, It now became vofual for 
the fons of the principal gentlemen of family and fortune 
to ftudy the laws of their country at the inns of court and 
chancery, which were in fact {y many colleges, that conti. 
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tuted an univerfity for this purpofe. One important effect 
of the practice we bave mentioned was, that bodily exer- 
cifes were no longer regarded as the only neceflary parts of 
education, The attention of young men was directed to 
objects which could not be purfued without a certain de- 
gree of literature: nor was it poffible for them to unite in 

a regular fociety, fituated in the center of the metropolis, 
without being called, on various occafions, to fuch exer- 
tions of the mind, aad to fuch connections in life, as would 
have a tendency to enlarge their underffandings, and to 
foiten the rou; ohnels of the feudal manners. 

The weak reien of Edward the Second, does net afford 
much information relative to our main fubjeét. The caufes 
of improvement already fpectfied continued, in fome de- 
gree, to operate; and our free conftitution of governfhent 
acquired ftrefh vigour. In confequence of the houfe of 
commons becoming totally feparate from that of the lords, 
the reprefentatives of the people attained to a greater regu- 
larity in their proceedings, and acquired a higher import. 
ance in the ftate. ‘There is a circumftance which difplays 
in a {trong light how much the principles of liberty were 
advanced: for it is in the beginning of this reign, that we 
find, the firft inflance, upon record, of the coronation oath 
which our kings folemnly take, to adhere to the laws of 
the land, and to preferve the privileges of the fubject. The 
folemn depofition of Edward the Second, by parliament, 
is another firiking facet in the hiflory ot I: nglifh freedom, 
and in the hiftory. of the Enghfh mind. It exhibits our 

ancefiors in a far more honourable view than that in which 

they appeared, when they crouched under the tyranny of 
the Tudors, and embraced the flavith doétrines of the 
Stuarts. 

Edward the Third, as is known by all who have the 
leatt acquaintance with the Britifh annals, was a monarch 
of diftinguifhed talents, who acquired great ‘glory by his en- 
terprizes in France, and who raifed the nation to the higheft 
pitch of military fplendor : nor was the genius of the peo- 
ple, which by him was foftered, confined to war alone, but 
extended to different objects. The {pirit of chiyalry, and 
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the paffion for tournaments, though yon ve i 
later ages, may be confidered, in a more barbarous pi f ’ 
as real improvements, and as having been eminently e- 
vourable to the cultivation and refinement ol the human 
mind. The devoted attachment every true knight profetted 
to fome beautiful lady, and the rules of generolity ane 
honour, by which this attachment was conducted, proved 
ferviceable to the caute of virtue and politenefs ; and could 
not fail of promoting the cultivation ot poetry and other 
elegant arts, The inflitution of the order of the Garter 
fhewed that &%dward was pofictied of anenlarged underftand~ 
ing: and to his tafe for building, under the direction of 
William of Wickham, we are indebted for the caftle of 
Windfor, which is a noble monument cf what hath 
commonly, though improperly, been called the Gothic 
archite€ture. ‘This fpecies of architecture, as it exifted in 
our cathedrals, and other ecclefiaftical ftructures, was now, 
by the introduction of pointed arches, and various orna- 
mental improvements, rifing to that high degree of per- 
fection which has fo defervedly excited the admiration not 
of antiquaries merely, but of men who are poffetied of the 
moft refined tafle. Nor was this the only art of defign to 
Which fome attention was paid, Painting on glafs, which 
Henry the ‘Third had encouraged, continued to be exer- 
cifed ; and the illuminators of manuferipts, notwithilanding 
the general ftiffnets of their drawing, were jometimes happy 
in their repreientations of animals, flowers, and foliage. 
The period we are treating of was diflinguifhed by the 
invention of artilerv, which is faid to have been firft made 
ule of at the battle of Crefly ; and is thought, by feveral 
writers, to have contributed to the grand victory which the 
Engiith obtained in that famous engagement. ‘I hough it 
was fome time before the application of it was brought to 
pericction, the dilcovery of this new method of atrackin 
an enemy, forms a remarkable epocha in the hiftory of the 
world, as it gradually introduced an alteration in the whole 
military art, and has, confequently, been attended with 
no {mall influence on the ftate of civil focieties. Nor is 
the invention of gun-powder and cannon, however fore 
4 midable 
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midable it may appear, to be regarded as a hurtful, but 
a beneficial difcovery ; fince it has, in fact, been the means 
of rendering wars lefs cruel, and. of preferving multitudes 
of lives. 

More rational fentiments with refpect to trade began 
now to prevail, This, perhaps, was owing to an addi- 
tional intercourfe with Flanders, which had already grown 
extremely rich by its commerce. Whatever was the caufe, 
it is certain, that Edward encouraged the weaving of 
woollen cloth, and enacted, by parliament, that no cloth 
fhould be worn which was not of Englifh make, excepr- 
ing by the king and queen, and their children, Farther 
to promote this ftaple manufacture, it was ordained, that 
thofe perions only who bad a yearly rent of a hundred 
pounds thould be entitled to drefs in filks or furs, In con- 
fequence of thete ftatutes, Thomas Blauket, and other in- 
habitants of Briftol, fet up looms in their houfes. John 
Kempe, an eminent woollen-manufacturer of Flanders, by 
his majetly’s encouragement, came over to this country, 
with his workmen and apprentices. In the fame year, no 
lefs tuan feventy familics of Walloons fettled in England ; 
and thefe were followed by other families, in the courfe of 
fome fucceeding years. The refult of all this was, that 
the manufactory of woollen cloths, before the end of Ed- 
ward the Third’s reign, arrived to what might compara- 
tively be called a very flourifhing ftate. It was not, how- 
ever, thoroughly and univerfally eft: iblifhed among us, till 
the Flemings fled into this ifland, from the perfecutions of 
Philip the Second of Spain. We {hall here add, that the 
genius of our countrymen, rouzed by the example of 
their monarch, and other concuriing caufes, exerted itfelf 
abroad, not only in France and Italy, but in more dillant 
regions, and particularly in the Fait, 

Having mentioned thefle circumftances, though remotely 
connected with our principal fubject, becaufe they ferve to 
fhew the fpirit of the age, and to mark the progrefs of hu- 
man reafon, we pafs on to the farther improvements that were 
made in political and religious knowledge. During the 
reigns of Kdward the Third, and his fuccedlor Richard the 
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Second, the freedom of our conftitution continued to in- 
creale: the houfe of commons rofe every year in its power 
and influence, and afflumed a confiderable importance in 
all public concerns. As its bufinels grew weighty and 
various, it formed itfelf into a regular method of proceed- 
ing, and chofe a fpeaker. The firit upon record, as elected 
to that high office, though perhaps not the firft that was 
ever chofen, was fir Peter la Mare. The fame gentleman 
was the firft perfon who diftinguifhed himfelf by that po- 

ular eloquence which has fince made fuch 2 mighty figure 
in our parliaments, which has alternately been the inttru- 
ment of patriotifm, avarice, and ambition; and, as it 
has been well or ill employed, has produced the beft or 
the worft effects. How low the ftate of oratory in general 
was, appears from the {peeches of the king’s chancellors, 
whofe cuftom, in their addrefles to the peers and reprefen- 
tatives of the nation was, to pitch upon fome text of Scrip- 
ture as the foundation of their difcourfe, and to run a 
variety of quaint divifions upon that and any other paf- 
fages of the facred writings which occurred to their memory. 
William of Wickham had the good fenfe to depart from 
this abfurd method, and to propound the public bufinefs in 
clear and natural language, It ought not to be omitted 
thar, during this era, the ule of the Norman tongue in law 
proceedings was for ever abolifhed; an alteration which 
might partly be the refult of the hatred that had now taken 
place between the Englifh and the French, in confequence 
of their violent wars. But the reafon for it affigned in the 
preamble to the ftatute is, that the French language was 
too much unknown. Hence it is apparent that the Saxan 
tongue had been preierved by the body of the people; 
though with the intermixture of many Norman words, 
which mutt unavoidably have crept in, from the French 
having been the fafhionable language of the great and the 
learned for the {pace of almoft three centuries, 

With regard to the papal encroachments, the fame {pirit 
which was fhewn by t dward the Firft, was carried on b 
Edward the Third. This fpirit had relaxed under Edward 
the Second, who hoping to find in the pontiff a protection 
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againft his own fubjeéts, practifed fome condefcenfions and 
fubmiffions, which were very difhonourable and prejudicial 
to the nation. But no fuch meannefs exifted in his illu 
trious fon, who took frefh meafures to correct the info- 
lence, and difappoint the claims of the Roman fee. One 
method purfued by him was to repeal the tax which had 
been laid upon the kingdom, when John Lackland had in- 
famoufly yielded his crown to the pope. Though this tax 
had often been neglected, and the payment of it deferred 
for a confiderable time, the right to it feemed, never- 
thelefs, to be allowed, and the bifhops of Rome ufed to 
obtain the money at favourable opportunitics, The tribute 
of thirty years was now due, and Urban the Fifth de- 
manded it with fuch haughtinefs, as to nominate cem- 
miffioners to fummon Edward to his court in cafe of a 
refufal, Our brave monarch was not a of a temper to 
brook this treatment. He laid the matter before his 
parliament, who unanimoufly decided, that the king of 
England could not legaily bring the nation into fuch a 
fervitude, and that the engagement was abfolutely null, 
With equal unanimity both houtes declared, that they would 
oppofe the pontiff to the utmott of their power, if he ate 
tempted to profecute his pretenfions. 

The papal authority received a farther blow, by the two 
famous ftatutes of provilors and premunire. By the firft it 
was ordained, that the pope fhould not collate any ecclefi- 
aftical benefices in prejudice to the right of the fovereign, 
the chapters, and the patrons; and that every perfon who 
yrocured refervations from Rome, fhould be imprifoned, 
Lhe fecond enacted, that all who carried caufes intoa foreign 
court, the cognizance of which belonged to the king’s, 
fhould be deprived of their liberty, and forfeit their lands, 

goods, and chattels to the crown, Thefe ftatutes evidentl 
oe that the minds of men were not held in that flavith 
{ubjection to the Roman fee to which they had heretofore 
been fubjeéted. Indecd the laity, at this time, were ex- 
tremely averfe to the impofitions of the priefts, and com- 
plained of them to parliament in a manner which fhewed 
that they were not wholly unprepared for a niore general 
rcfor- 
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reformation. This difpofition of the people acquired ad 
ditional ftrength, in confequence of the frefh fehifm which, 
wn the beginning ot Richard the Second’s reign, broke out 
in the church, between Urban the Sixth and Clement the 
Seventh. The contefts, likewife, between the Mendicant 
friars and the fecular clergy, tended to open the under- 
ftandings of the latter; and they had that effect, in par- 
ticular, with regard to Joho Wickhif, who introduced the 
greateft alteration and improvement in religious knowledge, 
that any nation had experienced for many centuries. 

This man had the fortitude to attack not only the tem- 
poral claims and encroachments of the fovercign pontiff, 
buc even to ftrike at the foundation of the papal hierarehy, 
He advanced the very principles now embraced by Proted- 
tants, and went farther than Luther and feveral of the prin- 
cipal reformers afterwards did. The age was not fufiiciently 
emerged from barbarifm, it was not fufficiently capable of 
{peculation, to admit a general change in its fentiments and 
worfhip: Wicklif, however, was attended with a fuccefs 
which could fearcely have been expected. Hiis opinions 
were embraced by feveral learned men, efpecially at Ox- 
ford ; at which univerfitv they maintained their ground for 
a confiderable time. He was fupported by iome of the 

rincipal nobility, among whom were the Lord Henry 

Perey, marfhal of Eneland, and John of Gaunt, duke 
of Lancafier. His enemies were not able to bring him 
to any capital punifhment; and his followers became 
fo numerous as to conftitute a ftrong party, who fepa- 
sated in form from the church of Rome, and had fuch a 
confidence in their multitudes, and the dignity of their 
patrons, as boldly to propofe their fyften: to the confi- 
deration and reception of parliament. To the influence 
of thefe patrons it was probably owing, that the power 
aflumed by the bifhops of proceeding againft heretics, was 
revoked. Nor was the light ftruck out by Wickliff, con- 
fined to his own county, It was, in fome mealure, carried 
to Bohemia by his celebrated difciples, John Hufs and Je- 
rom of Prague, where it produced mighty commotions and 
fignal events, 
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There was another literary revolution, which took place 
in the reigns of Edward the Third and Richard the Second; 
and that was, the appearance of poetry in our own tongue, 
with no finali degree of fplendour. The efforts, (fome of 
them pot inconfiderable) which were made at writing in 
Latin verfe, havé been reprefenied by us in a former ars 
ticle. To the prefent period was referved the honour of 
engaging the Mufes to {peak in Engiith with tuch dignity 
as to call for general attention and admiration. We are 
not to imagine that before this time no attempts of verfifica- 
tion were made in our native language. ‘The poetical pro- 
ductions of the age, if fuch they may be called, were very 
numerous, and our old libraries are full of them. Pree 
vioufly to the wra concerning which we are treating, the 
Lives of the Saints were written in verfe, and many parts 
of the Bible were tranflated in the fame manner. A loves 
fong and fome compofitions of a mifcellaneous nature occur 
in the reign of king John. Another form in which our 
early poetry often appeared was that of fatire; and when 
the fatire was clothed in allegory, it was fometimes con- 
ducted with fucceis. ‘The objects on which it was exerted 
were, for the moft part, the lawyers and the clergy. But 
the principal efforts of our yet untutored Mutes, were 
rhyming chronicles and metrical romances. In the reign of 
Edward the Firft, the character of our poetical compotitions 
was confiderably changed. Either fictitious adventuies were 
fubflituted by the minftrels in the place of hiflorical or 
traditionary facts, or reality was difguifed Ly the milrepre- 
fentations of invention; and a tafte for ornamental cxpref- 
fion gradually prevailed over the rude fimplicity of the 
native knglifh phrafeology, This change was occafioncd, 
among other caufes, by the introduction and increate of the 
tales of chivalry.* It was in the reign of Edward the 
Second that the metrical romances chiefly: flouriflied; and, 
though the poetry of them was, in general, very rude, im- 
perfect, and feeble, they cccafionally exhibited gleams of 
imagination, One of them, entithd Ky ng of Tars,” 
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has a warmth of defcription in certain paffages that is not 
unlike the manner of Chaucer. From the productions we 
are now {peaking of, this great poet and his contemporaries 
undoubtedly derived fome advantages; but it was their 
acquaintance with Italian learning that ftill more enabled 
them to produce a literary revolution in their own country, 
Surprifing effects had been wrought in Italy by the genius 
and the writings of Dante and Petrarch, Our Englith 
poets were not equally happy in their endeavours to en- 
lighten the underttanding, and to refine the tafte, of the 
Englifh nation. They had greater difficulties to contend 
with, and were far more unfavourably fituated for obtain- 
ing a conqueft over them. Their ftyle was rough, and the 
harmony of their poetic numbers was very defective. Ne- 
verthelefs, we are much indebted to them for applying fo 
alliduoufly to the ftudy of their native language, and for 
contributing, in a confiderable degree, to its enrichment 
and cultivation. The change effected by them is, upon 
the whole, an important event in the hiftory of Britith lite- 
rature. A more particular view of their abilities and cha- 
rater, will occur in the account which follows of the 
learned men who flourifhed between the accefhion of Ed- 
ward the Firft and the ceath of Richard the Second. 

When we look into the accounts of the Britifh writers 
which have been given us by Leland and other biogra- 
phers, and obferve the multitude of perfons whom thete 
biographers have refcued from oblivion, together with the 
praites they have beftowed upon them, as excelling in 
almoft every branch of knowledge, and only defective 
with refpect to the elegance of their flyle, we are ready 
to belicve that the times preceding the Retormation were 
much more learned than has ufually been imagined. 
Should we alow fu!l credit to the encomiums which 
our hiftorians have fo liberally poured on a number of 
men, whofe works are now either totally loft, or utterly 
neglected, we might hence fee that literature is of no avail 
without tafte ; and that, if {cience be communicated in bare 
barous language, it will be treated with difregard and con- 
tempt by a polite and cultivated age. But the greatett 
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part of our ancient monattic authors, notwithftanding the 
pompous eulogiums we read concerning them, were as de- 
{picable for the matter, as for the expreffion of their per- 
Sitaenets. In every view, therefore, they were juftly 
configned to duft and worms; and though we poffefs fome- 
thing of an antiquarian fpirit, we are not endued with fuch 
a portion of it, as to be extremely fond of things which 
are recommended by nothing but their antiquity. Several 
perfons, however, may deferve a place in a hiftory of 
the progrefs of knowledge, whofe compofitions are no 
longer valuable; and, as learning cannot be purfued, even 
in the moft difadvantageous manner, without produc- 
ing good effects in certain inftances, a diligent enquirer 
will always find fome few names that are worthy of being 
mentioned with particular efteem. Where this is the cafe, 
there is a pleafure in paying the tribute due to departed 
merit ; and it is doing honour to our country, to let none 
be forgotten who have a lawful title to remembrance and 
applaufe. 

Though general light feemed rather to increafe during 
the period we are treating of, yet, excepting two or three 
iluftrious men who fprang up towards the conclufion of ir, 
it did nat produce a fet of writers equal in abilities and 
character to thofe who flourtfhed in the preceding ara. 
Natural philofophy, unlefs we are difpofed to grant that 
appellation to the idle treatifes of the {choolmen, was much 
upon the decline. This, perhaps, may be deemed furprifing, 
when it is confidered what a bright example was fet, and 
what prodigious difcoveries were made, by Roger Bacon. 
But his very exampie might deter others from following 
the ftudies which had only expofed him to perfecution ; 
and the reflections thrown upon him as a magician, might 
occafion his works to be defignedly neglected and avoided. 
dhe fuccefhion of peffilences which broke out in the four- 
teenth century, and which were terrible and deftruétive to 
a degree fcarcely to be paralleled in hiftory, muft, like- 
wife, have obftruéted the advancement of fcience. The 
great plague in 1349, carried off nine parts in ten of the 
clergy. ‘The parith churches were deferted; the fchools at 
Oxford were fhut up, the fcholars cither dicd, or difperfed 
them- 
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themfelves into remote quarters ; and illiterate laymen, who 
had lot their wives in the general defolation, were permit. 
ted to aflume the ecclefiaftical habit. Tis plague was fuc- 
ceeded by others, in 136% 1379, 1381, and 1382. Such 
dreadful events muft evidently have tended to deftroy the 
little learning which then fubfifted in the nation; and, as 
peculiar havock was made by them at Oxford, they might 
contribute toa {pecdier forgetfulnels of Roger Bacon, and his 
admirable improvements. Some few there were, however, 
who trod in his fteps, though their names cannot, in any 
meafure, be put in competition with his. Thomas Bongey 
was a diligent cultivator of natural knowledge, and fo tu- 

erior, in this refpect, to his contemporaries, that, like his 
illuftrious predeceflor, he was charged with addicting him- 
felf to magic. Roger of Hereford, whom we mentioned, 
in a former article, as having drawn up a Theory of the 
Planets, which fact we now confider as doubtful, was un- 
doubtedly the author of a work upon metals, faid to have 
been fkillfully and elegantly written. Chemiftry, or rather 
alchemy, which, in the beginning of the thirteenth century, 
had paffed from the Spanifh Saracens, through France, 
into England, and had been purfued, for a while, with 
great zeal, was almoft wholly neglected in the prelent pe- 
riod, 

The aftronomy of the times, which too much confifted 
in the abfurd calculations of judicial aftrology, was ftudied 
by teveral perfons ; among whom we find the names of Man- 
duit, Ofterwood, Bright, who wrote a treatife upon the Pla- 
nets, and Nicholas Linenfis, who is referred to by Chaucer, 
in his Aftrolabe. The fame men devoted themfelves to the 
mathematics ; and others may be added to the lift. Among 
theic, Bradwardin, afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury, 
was the molt celebrated, and hath obtained, even among 
foreigners, the reputation of having been the beft mathe- 
matician of his age. Nor did Joba Halifax come much 
behind him in geometrical fcience, if indeed he was at all his 
inferior in that refpect. We read too of one mechanical 
genius, Richard of Wallingford, abbot of St. Albans, 
who applied his nrathematical ‘Knowledge to practice, and 
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cauifed a clock to be conftruéted, which was then efteemed 
the moft curious piece of workmanfhip of the kind in Eus 
rope. It marked the courfe of the fun and the moon, and 
the flux and reflux of the tide; was ador@ed with a repre- 
prefentation of the fixed ftars, aud contained a prodigious 
number of lines, with figures and demonitrations. The in- 
ventor of it gave it the name of Albion, and compofed 
a book defcribing its mechanifm, with directions to the 
monks in what manner to Keep it in order. Among the 
mathematical inflruments which were then in ufe, quadrants 
and fpecula, or f{pying-glafles, are frequently mentioned. 

Michael Scot, zenerally efteemed a native of the county 
of Fife in Scotland, though fome writers reprefent him as 
having been born near Durham, ought to have been intro- 
duced by us in our laft Number, as he flourifhed during 
the reign of Henry the Third. He obtained the title of 
the mathematician among the learned, and of the wiagicias 
among the vulgar. So great was his reputation, that he 
was invited by the emperor Frederick the Second, of Ger- 
many, to affift him in the defign of procuring Latin tranfla- 
tions of the works of Ariftotle, and of the other philafo- 
phers and phyficians of Greece. For this tafk he was well 
qualified, both by his knowledge of Ariftorle’s writings and 
his acquaintance with the Arabic and Grecian languages. 
With all the learning he had all the credulity and weak- 
nefles of the times; for judicial aftrology, alchemy, phy- 
fiognomy, and chiromancy, were among the ftudies that 
engaged his attention. * 

The love of life implanted in the breaft of man, and 
which urges us to feek for remedits when we are attacked 
by diftempers, did not permit the art of medicine to be 
wholly negleéted. Manduit, already mentioned as an aftro- 
nomer, was likewife a medical writer. John de Gaddelden 
was the author of atreatife, entitled, Rofa Medica; and 
Gilbert Englith wrote feveral tracts that have been highly 
extolled, but which only fhew that his fkill as a phyfician 
put him upon a footing with fome of the ablett of his: con- 
Tem poraries, 


* Dr. Henry 


Phiio- 










Sa 


- 
_-— * 


7 + Ree ow 


6S. we ~in - zJ . 





4 


xvi A SHORT VIEW OF 


Philological and Polite Literature, till it was revived at 
the clofe of this era, was in as low a ftate as Natural Phi- 
lofophy. We mect with but one perfon who was {killed in 
the Hebrew lanruage, and this was Gregory Hunter, a 
monk of Ramfey, who, when the goods of the Jews were 
confifcated and fold at Stamford and Huntingdon, during 
the perfecution that was raifed againft them by Edward the 
Firft, bought their manu(cripts, and betook himfelf to the 
affiduous ftudy of the Old Teftament in its original tongue. 
We know not that any others did the fame: for, though 
William Britton drew up a Lexicon to the Bible, yet, as we 
are exprefsly told that it was calculated only for the fervice 
of common divines, we may be well affured of its having 
had a reference to nothing but the Vulgate Latin. 

Though we have feen that fo much poetry was produced 
in the beginning of the perind before us, it is remarkable 
that the names of the writers of it are, for the moft part, 
buried in oblivion. We know not to whom we are in- 
debted for far the greater number of metrical romances, and 
other compofitions which the age afforded. It 1s probable 
that they were the productions of monks, who lived and 
died unknown in their convents. The firft poet whofe 
name occurs is Robert of Gloucefter, who flourifhed about 
the year 1280. He was a monk of the abbey of Glou- 
cefter, and compoled a poem of confiderable length, which 
is a Hiftory of England in verfe, from Brutus to his own 
time. At the clofe of Kdward the Firft’s reien, we meet 
with another poet, named Robert Mannyng, but more com- 
monly Robert de Brunne, who appears, however, only as 
atranflator. The work tranflated, or rather paraphrafed 
by him, was originally written by Robert Groftett, and was 
entitled, Manual de Peche, or the Manual of Sins. Among 
the authors of the metrical romances in Edward the Second’s 
time, Adam Davie is the only perfon whofe name has de- 
{cended to potterity. Robert Bafton, a poct who attended 
this monarch in his expedition to Scotland, wrote chiefly 
in Latin, It was not till Edward the Third’s reign that the 
geniules {prang up, Who produced that poetic revolution we 
have already mentioned, and which refleéts fo much honour 
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on themfelves and on their country. Richard Hampole, a 
doctor in divinity, of the order of St. Auguftine, muft not 
be reckoned in the number of thefe geniufes. Robert 
Longlande, who flourifhed about the year 1350, and who 
was the author of the poem called * The Vifion of Pierce 
Plowman” merits a far fuperior diftin¢étion, This poem 
contains a feries of diftinét vifions, in which the vices of 
almoft every profeflion, particularly of the clergy, and the 
abfurdities of fuperttition, are ridiculed with much humour 
and fpirit. The fatire is accompanied with a ftrong vein of 
allegorical invention. The grand defeét of Longlande lies 
in his language. He hath adopted the ftyle of the Ang'o- 
Saxon poets, and imitated them in their alliterative verfifi- 
cation; the confequence of which is that he is remarkably 
uncouth, and fomcumes ob{cure. It is to be lamented that 
fo much genius: and abilities fhould be hidden by fuch an 
unpleaiant and ungracious mode of compofition. Bad as 
the model fet by Loneland e was, he had a number of imi- 
tators, There was a Scortith poet in the prefent period who 
is entitled to diftinguithed praifes. The perion we have in 
view is John Barbour, atch-deacon of Aberdeen. His poem 
called “* The Hittory of Robert Bruce, King of the Scors,” 
allowance being made fér the time in which it was written, 
is eminent for the beauty of its ftyle. Another bard of the 
fame country wrote a poem on the exploits of fir William 
Wallace, which abounds ‘with fine paflages. Both thefe 
writers rofe to a {train of verfification, expreffion, and poe 
tical imagery, greatly fupertor to the age and country in 
which they lived *, 

We are’now arrived to Geoffrey Ch aucer, who claims 
the higheft ‘place of diftinction, on account of his pre- 
eminent merit, and the more extenfive influence of his 
example. Into the particulars of his' life, which are mi- 
nutely difcuffed in the Biographia, we fhall not enter. It 
may be fufficient to fay, that he was converfant with the 
court, and engaged in public affairs; that he was clofely 
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conneéted with John of Gaunt, and married the fifter of . 


the famous Catharine Swynford ; that he was involved in 
the misfortunes of his friend and matter; that he was 
obliged to flee into Holland when the duke was difgraced ; 
and that he afterwards returned into ‘England, upon the 
reftoration of his patron to power and favour. Our bufi- 
nefs is with his literary character, which was truly illuf- 
triows ; though on this it is the lefs neeeflary to enlarge, as 
it has within thete few years been fo accurately and amply 
diiplayed by fuch writers as a Tyrwhit and a Warton. 
Chaucer was fkilled in all the learning of the age, and efpe- 
cially in aftronomy, as appears from his Aftrolabe, wherein 
he hath coliected together whatever was valuable in the 
works of thofe who had gone before him in the ftudy 
of that fcience. He wrote in Englifh profe, as well as 
verfe, being perfuaded that it was the duty of able men to 
cultivate their native tongue ; to which opinion he feems 
to have been led, by confidering the fuccefS of Petrarch 
Ww) adopting the fame method in Italy. 

Chaucer is entitled to eminent praife as a poet. He was 
endued with a fine genius, and fhone in very different kinds 
of compofition. His Canterbury Tales are mafter-pieces, 
which exhibit a wonderful variety of talents; for they 
abound with the fublime and the pathetic, with admirable 
latire, genuine humour, and an uncommon knowledge of 
hte. The ftories toki by the feveral guefts are exactly 
fuited to their characters, and clearly evince that the author, 
potwithftanding the aids he derived from his acquaintance 
with Italian literature, was pofiefled of a noble invention 
and a fruitful imagination. Whatever were,.the defects of 
bis flyle, they were entirely the defeéts. of the period. in 
which he flourifhed. Ar the fame time it haga claim ro 
much higher praife shan it hath frequently received. The 
acculatuions of a want of harmioay in his verfification’ have 
often proceeded from an ignorance of the iiruéture of our 
language in that ace, and of the manner in which it was 
pronounced, Chaucer is ufually chara¢terized as the father 
of the Englith poetry ; he was undoubtedly the firft perfon 
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in England to whom the appellation of a poet, in its ge- 
nuine lufire, could be applied. Befides the enrichment that 
he added to our native tongue in general, he bad the ho- 
nour of eftablifhing the Englith heroic verfe, in which fo 
many beautiful compofitions have fince appeared. 

It is obfervable that Chaucer was uncommonly free in 
his religious fentiments, and employed his talents not only 
in lafhing the immoralities of the pricfls, but even in co- 
vertly attacking fome of the doctrines of the Church of 
Rome: aor hath it been imagined without reafon that he 
was a great favourer, if not a direct follower of Wickliff. 

Another poct of this z2ra, who is entitled to confider- 
able applaufe, is John Gower. He was the intimare friend 
of Chaucer, and co-operated with him in all his valuable 
defigns. With refpect to religion, he was equally enlarged 
in his fentiments; fo natural is the connection between 
genius and the Jove of liberty. Though he was much in- 
ferior to Chaucer in {pirit, imagination, and elegance, his 
Janguage is not deftitute of perfpicuity, and his verfification 
is frequently harmonious. His courfe of reading was very 
extenfive, and his learning was accompanied with a know- 
ledge of life. We critically cultivated his vative tongue, 
that he might reform its irregularities, and eftablifh an En- 
plith flvle. His poems are diftinguifhed for their moral 
merit. In fhort, it Chaucer had not exifted, Gower would 
alone have been fufhcient to refcue the age he lived in from 
the imputation of barbarifm *, 

From the poets det us pafs on to the hifforians, whom we 
fhall not find equal to their predeceffors in the fame fpecies 
of compofition, The Compendium of Thomas Wikes, 
which begins with the Conqueft, and ends at the death of 
Edward |. is clear and full in its narration of feveral 
events. The Chronicle that goes under the name of John 
Brumpton, is copious in its accounts of the Saxons, and 
tranicribes many of their laws at large. Higden, though 
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a plagiary, preferves fome things which would otherwife have 
been loft. Matthew of Weftminfter concluded his Annals 
at the year 1307; but his work was continued by other 
hands, and particularly by Adam de Merimuth, to 1380, 
All thefe authors are ufeful, for want of better inttruc- 
tion; and we may add to them, though he was fomewhat 
later in point of time, fir John Froiflart, who was born in 
France, and wrote in the language of that country, but 
who was brought up in the court of Edward the Third, 
His view of the reigns of that monarch, and his grandfon 
Richard the Second, is plain, honeft, and valuable : itis de- 
icriptive of the manners of the times; and has been of no 
fimall fervice to our modern hiftorians. Walter Hemming- 
ford, Nicholas Trivet, Ralph Baldock, Thomas Otterbourn, 
Robert de Avefbury, Henry Knyghtoo, John de Fordun, and 
William Packington, fecretary to the Black Prince, were 
hiftorical writers during the prefent period. The merit of 
Trivet and Robert de Avefbury is fuperior to that of the reft. 
The Hittories of the Reign of Edward the Second, by John 
de Trokelowe, and Henry de Blaneford, contain fome 
curious circumftances, the knowledge of which could not 
be obtained from any other fources. 

jut this age produced what was then extremely remark- 
able, an extenfive and illuftrious traveller. This was fir John 
Mandevdle, a perfon defcended from an ancient and noble 


.family, He had received his education at the monaftery of 


St. Albans, and applied himfelf, for a while, to the common 
ftudies of the day, and efpecially to phyfic; but at length 
he was feized with an invincible defire of vifiting Afia and 
Africa. Having emply provided himfelf for the purpofe, 
he fet out upon bis undertaking in 1332, and was abfent 
trom England thirty-four years, When he returned to his 
native country he was fearcely known, and had long been 
B!ven up tor dead by his relations and friends. He acquired 


an acquaintance with many modern languages, in the courfe 


of his adventures, and wrote his Travels in Latin, French, 
= engin. Several falfe and fanciful things are to be 
ound in them, as he was extremely credulous, and tells us 
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not only what he faw, but what he heard. In other re- 
{peéts his account of the countries he patfed through de- 
ferves attention; and, excepting Paulus Venutus, he was 
the firft man that opened the knowledge of the remoter 
parts of the world to the Weftern Europeans. 

We come now to the divines of the period, and might 
here mention a great number of {choolmen ; but as we 
referve them for future confideration, we fhall only at prefent 
take notice, that John Duns Scotus and William Ockham 
are illuftrious names in the hiftory of {cholaftic theology. 
Thomas Doching, Nicholas Gorham, and T. Hall, befides 
their proficiency in this theology, diftinguifhed themfelves 
as interpreters of Scripture. But it was John Baconthorpe 
who was the moft eminent in this refpect. Indeed, confider- 
ing the age in which he lived, he was an extraordinary man. 
He publifhed Commentaries upon the whole of the Old and 
New Teftament, and his works gained a reputation abroad, 
which continued a long time. Bradwardin’s Treatife againft 
the Pelagians was likewife much celebrated for feveral 
centuries. 

The grand luminary of this wera, as we have already 
feen, was John Wickliff. He was educated at Oxford, 
where he — an uncommon progrefs in all the literature 
ot the age, and obtained the chief rank in philofophy and 
divinity. His abilities and character recommended him to 
the notice of INip, archbifhop of Canterbury, who ap- 
pointed him rector of Canterbury-hall; but under Lang- 
ton, the fucceilor of Iflip, he and the other members were 
turned out, to make room for the Mendicant friars. Some 
impute to this event his oppofition to the Romifh church. 
Whether there be any juftice in this imputation, cannot now 
be certainly determined ; but, whatever his motives were, 
he dared to think nobly and to write freely. That he had a fo- 
lid and enlarged underftanding is evident from the principles 
advanced by him; principles which will appear the more 
remarkable, when we confider the period wherein he 
exifted, and that he actually went farther than many of 
the firft eiieiaie He had the good fenfe to fix Chriftianity 
on 
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on its right foundation, by afferting the abfolute fuffici: nev. 


‘of the Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice. He denied 


the fupremacy and jurifdiction of the pope, the corporal 
prefence of our Saviour in the facrament, and the authority 
of the bifhops to inflict temporal punifhments upon reli- 
jous offenders. That his fentiments were not in every 
refpect equally rational, will be no matter of furprize to a 
reflecting mind. The wonder is, that in an age fo igno- 
rant, and with difadvantages fo great, he proceeded to the 
leneth which he did in the rejeCtion of error and the in- 
veftigation of truth, For his heretical opinions he was 
cited before his fuperiors, and his doétrines were condemne 
ed; but, being fupported by powerful patrons, he efcaped 
the malignity of his enemies, and lived and died in peace, 
It ought not to be omitted, that he tranflated the Bible ; a 
grand undertaking! which fhewed his real regard for the 
honowr of revelation. He was not, however, the firft that 
eave us the Old and New Teftament in the vulgar tongue, 
fohn Trevyfa, canon of Weftbury, in Wiltfhire, and a 
oreat traveller, did the fame, in the period we are treating 
of ; and mention is made in our ancient authors of other 
verfions, of a ftill older date. This Trevyfa was one of the 
firft {cholars of his time, and was patronized in his learned 
undertakings by Thomas lord Berkeley. Wickliff, who 
does not appear to have underflood the Hebrew language, 
collected what Latin Bibles he could find; from which he 
made one correct copy, and from this he tranflated. He 
afterwards examined the beft commentators then extant, 
and from them inferted in his margin the paflages in which 
the Latin differed from the Hebrew *. 
Mr. Hume has reprefented Wickliff and his followers as 
a fet of enthufiafts. Without entering into a controverty 
with this elegant hiftorian, we fhall content ourfelves with 
obferving, that nothing peculiarly enthufiaflic can be traced 
in the character and conduct of Wickliff himfelf. It is ap- 
parent, from his whole behaviour, that he was not one of 
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thofe men who {corn to decline danger, and feem to court 
perfecution. Let it, at the fame time, be remembered, that, 
had it not been for fuch enthufiafts as Wickliff, truth, 
knowledge, and liberty, would never have exifted in the 
world, 

Among the learned difciples of this reformer, Patefhull, 
after his matter’s death, was the chief defender of his fen- 
timents, and was at length obliged to fly into Bohewia, 
where he became very famous among the Huffites. Re- 
pyndon appeared fora while in the fame caufe, but was 
induced to defert and perfecute it, for the fake of pre- 
ferment. 

The opinions advanced by the Lollards gave rife to a 
grand controverfy, im which Binham, Dymock, Sharpe, 
Swaffham, and many more whofe names are not worthy of 
being refcued from oblivion, diftinguifhed themfelves on 
the oppofite fide. Another fubject of debate was, the me- 
thod of healing the famous fchifm between Urban VE, and 
Clement VII. John Colden and Thomas Palmer exerted 
their talents on this quettion, which was deemed important 
in thofe days, but mult now be regarded as altogether in- 
fignificant and contempuble. 

We fhall conclude this article with mentioning a few per- 
fons who, though not eminent fcholars themfelves, merit our 
gratitude and applaufe as the generous patrons and promoters 
of literature. Edward the Third is faid, by fome writers, to 
have been an encourager of learning; and the account will 
not be thought improbable, when we reflect on the great 
provements that were made tn the latter end of his reign. 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancatter, is, without controverfy, 
entitled to diftingvithe d honour in this refpect ; for he was 
the zealous prote ‘ctor and friend of the two mot illuttrtous 
men of the age, Chaucer and Wickliff. Richard Aunger- 
vyle, chancellor of Engiand, fpared no labour or expence 
in colle&ting books from all parts, of which he made a 
patel to the untverfity of Oxiord, where he eftablithed a 
pe blic vert ny But | the molt liberal benefactor to tcience 

‘se William of Wickham, who, during his own life, and 
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at a prodigious expence, founded the college at Winchefter, 
and New-college at Oxford. Thefe feminaries were formed 
by him upon a plan, the wifdom of which hath rendered 
them fingularly ufeful down to the prefent day ; and he 
had the honour to be exactly imitated by feveral illuftrious 
men, as will be feen when we fhall have occafion to mention 
the literary eftablifhments of Henry Chicheley, William of 
Waynefleet, and king Henry the Sixth. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Meet: MQ of Pa iy ament. 


HOUGH the great variety 

of public bufinefs, and the 
change that had taken place in the 
adminitl tratton of affairs, had pro- 
tracted the fitting of parliament 
through a great part of the fum- 
mer of the year 1753, it was thought 
proper to call them together again 
for their fourth feffion fo early as 
the rrth day of November. ‘i his 
aflembly had not indeed as yet 
paffed thro. igh the half of the pe- 
riod of exiitence afligned them by 
law; but few of their predeceffors 
had witneffed fo many revolutions 
of the perfons called upon to tran{- 
act the bulinefs of their country. 
They had been elected under the 
aufpices of lord North; and we 
believe the miniiter had as much 
reafon to be fatistied with his fuc- 
cefs in that affair, ’ 
the various operations that had 
taken place under his direction. 
They had indeed afterwards been 
ative in difplacing him from the 
helm of government; but the 
caufe of that proceeding 1 is to be 
fought in a certain combination 
ot circumftances that no human 


Votes of Supply. 


i 4lo Frauds COIN: 77 led On the Revenue. 


as with any at 


Ree _ Tax. Committee to enquire 
Expulfion of Mr. Atkinfon. 


policy could refift, and not in any 
original want of con semiality and 
friendthip to the noble lord in this 
houfe of commons. ‘Though tirip- 
ped of power and patronage, he 
itill retained an influence in thofe 
walls, which would render him a 
formidable cnemy to any miniiler 
agam{t whom he fhould direct his 
exertions; and it was {peedily per- 
ceived, chat i It was not in the power 
of thofe threats of profecution and 
punifhment, which are naturall 
poi inted againft an unfuccefsful mi- 
nifler, to teach him the leffons of 
timidity and forbearance. ‘Ihe ade 
ininittration of lord North had been 
followed by the appointment of a 
fet of men, from whom the majo- 
rity of their countrymen had form- 
ed very fanguine expectations, 
But thefe expetations were deftined 
to be overturned almott as foon as 
raifed. The untimely ceath of 
their leader, and the unhapp 
mifunderitandings that fucceede 
fpeedily demolithed a fabric, of 
which the public had conceived far 
other hopes. The wing of the 
building (if we may be allowed to 
A 2 purfue 


4 


* 


purfue our metaphor) that fill re- 
mained, had perhaps by this de- 
falcation been too much narrowed, 
to bid fturr tor any long duration, 
The fubfequent atcendancy of the 
carl of Shelburne was fearcely be- 
held by any party with an eye of 
complacence ; and, thotigh the 
mamers of that nobleman be ex- 
tremely elegant and courtly, they 
feemed, by a ftrange fatality, lefs 
to have conciliated good-will than 
to have excited jealouty, fu fi rr ion, 
and envy 

The adminifration formed inthe 
{pring of the year 1783 was uni- 
verfally achnowleged to be able, 
powerful and acuve. All men 
agreed to lock up to them for fome- 
thing bold, eaterprifing, and ce- 
clive. Such an adminiftration as 
this, fuid their friends, comprifed 
in it all that was requifite to heal 
the wounds and rettore the pro- 
{perity of their country. From fo 
happy a combination. of native ge- 
nius and long experience, of fpirited 
adventure and fagacious hehitation, 
every thing might be promifed. 
Nor were thefe qualities unattended 
with that circumilance, without 
which no qualities can avail, a jut 
mafs of weight, connexion and 
interclt, Bue the very fame con- 
Hderations that infpired their ads 
vocates wih hope, were regarded 
by their opponents as the fruitful 
ot terror anJd nustfortune. 

heir ability would be found only 
ay abinty to contrive our detruc. 
tion, their influence an Influence 
tat wi uld carry the wort! meafures 
a cably ac the bett, and their acti- 
v ‘ty arefilefsenemy, againtt Which 
no prudence could fecure us. The 
mo oMeroaus fet of men, who had 
contracted the extremeit averfion 
to lord North’s admini tration, 
pou dnoteat ly rece ncile themfelves 
tr as efortion to power. ‘Thote 
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who inferred an abandonment of 
public character from impropricty 
of private conduct, or who con- 
ceived an ample property to be the 
mott cligible tecurity for miniverial 
rectitude, were by ne means pleated 
to fec Mr. Fox reilored to to cons 
fpicuousa ftation. 4 nd the friends 
of prerogative, and fome, who 
would have been difpleated at 
being included in the appellation 
of Torics, were averie ta the pre- 
fent government, becaufe, as it 
was faid, “ they had taken the 
clotet of the fovereign by itorm.” 
4s men, they withed to fee the 
prince upon the throne unfhackled 
in the choice of his fervants. And 
as politicians, they believed, that 
tor the appoiatment of minifters ta 
originate in the houfe of commons, 
was to confound the three branches 
of our happy coniitution. Pars 
liament might remove his ma- 
jety’s fervants for mifconduct and 
delinquency, but they ought not 
either to preferibe to his choice 
in the firflinilance, or to condemn 
the men he fhould chooie, untried, 
in the fecond, 

The fpeech from the throne be- 


. - 


gan with obferving upon the ftate 
ot the treaties of peace, and the 
probability there was that the fe- 
veral parties to thote treaties would 
concur with the king in his in- 
clination to keep the calamities of 
War atadiilance. Anapology was 
made for the calling parliament to- 
gether after fo fhort a recefs. The 
fituation of the Fall India company 
was reprefented as claiming thetr 
utmofl exertions ; and the provid: 
iny for the fecurity and increafe of 
the revenue, by the fuppreffion of 
the illicit trade, was ftrongly res 
commended. The reduétion of the 


war edablifhment was mentioned 
W.ia complacency ; and the no- 
ve.ty of their fituation hinted 2 
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In thefe circumitances, the king 
trulted that their counfels would 
provide what was called tor by that 
fituation, and their wifdom give 
permanence to what had been found 
bencticial by the experience of 
ages. 

The addrefs was moved in the 
houie ot lords by the earl of Scar- 
borough, and {econded by lord vil- 
count Hampden, each of whom 
had only that day taken their feats 
ja the houfe. One other lord, earl 
Temple, rofe to deliver his fenn- 
ments upon this occaiion, it being 
the firit time he had been in the 
houfe fince the appointinent of the 
prefent minitiers. This nobleman 
began in a high ityle ot Oppolition. 
He meaned not, however, to put 
his negative upon the addrefs ; and 
he fhould never defcend to the 
ineannefs of a factious oppotition. 
He was neither the adherent nor 
the dupe of any faction. He had 
received his late appointment, in 
the moit honourable manner, trom 
the crown; he had maintained it 
by the pureft and moft upright 
means; and it was by a bold and 
unconftitutional attack upon the 
dignity of the crown, that he had 
been induced to lay it at his ma- 
jefty’s feet. He was ot opinion, 

that by this attack the prefent mi- 
nitters had fhaken, if not d ieflroyed 
the conilitution of their country 
and he re pi oached that houle with 
an inactivity, by which, in a moit 
intere ting moment, they had fhrunk 
themfelves into a cypher. 

But the earl had reafons, from 
the conduct of minifters fince they 

came into oifice, for diftrufting 
them, Where was the vaunted 
commercial treaty with America ? 
He was not inclined lightly to give 
credit to rumour; but it was cir- 
culated with great opennefs, that 
this treaty had been broken off, 
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and was not likely to be renewed, 
for reaions by no means favourable 
to the perfons who fat at che helm 
of government. Why had not the 
preliminary arpicles with Holland 
been wrought up intoa deiinitive 
treaty r For what reafon had the 
affairs of India been deterred to fo 
late a period 2? He was more dif- 
pleated with the fpecch for its 
omillions, than tor what it con- 
tained. ‘The entire filence it pre- 
ferved refpecting the extraordinary 
fall ot the flocks, and upon the 
fubject of Ireland, was in his mind 
totally unpardonable. 

In the houfe of commons the 
bufinef, was opened by the earl of 
Upper Offory, and feconded by fir 
Francis Baflet. Mr, William Pitt 
bellowed his applaufe both upon 
the {peech and the addrefs ; ond 
was of opinion, that the unanimi 'Y> 
fo often recommended, and fo tci- 
dom feen, would appear upon this 
occafion. He remarked It, how- 
ever, as a matter of furprize, that 
the figning of the definitive treaties 
had been fo long delayed; and ob- 
ferved upon the inconfiftency of 
minitiers in propofing to thank the 
king for the conclufion of that ver 
peace, for the procuring of which 
they had refufedto thank him eight 
months before. As to the affairs 
ot India, he warned them that it 
would not be enough to attempt 
meafures of palliation, and of a 
temporary nature, thet mas 
only increafe the danger, by re- 
moving its diflance to a fhort pe- 
riod. ‘Thefe affairs were now bee 
come an object of the greatett con- 
fideration in the empire, with only 
one exception, that of her finances. 
She could never recover her fitua- 
tion among the nations of Europe 
but by the moft rigid ceconomy ; 
an cconoiny, which fhould not 
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to her expenditure, but fhould pro- 
duce a redundancy for the extinc- 
tion of the national debt. He re- 
commended to minitiers to act with 
boldne(s: our fituation was un- 
doubtedly new in many refpects ; 
jt therefore called more loudly for 
enquiry; nor could profperity be 
expected, it the danger was thrunk 
from, or the true {tate of the na- 
tion concealed. Mr. Pitt ridiculed 
the language and conduét that had 
been held upon the fubject of the 
commercial treaty with America. 
The late minifters had been blamed 
for not completing this work in a 
very fhoit fpace of ume. But, 
though a gentleman of the moit in- 
exhaullible refources, and who was 
not a little fancuine of fucceis, had 
fince been fent out for that pur- 
pofe, and though a contiderable 
part of that feflion, and the whole 
recefs had paffed away, the {peech 
had not once mentioned this treaty. 
Mr. Pitt, however, was acquainted 
with the dithculty of the bufinets, 
and was willing to afcribe the delay 
to the nature of the negociation. 
But he expected that the fubject 
would foon be brought forward, 
and that not by piece-meal, but 
that one grand fytiem of commerce 
would be fubmitted to the houfe for 
their confideration. If the mea- 
furcs of minitters met his ideas, he 
would not endeavour to defeat 
them by an ignoble oppofition, 
but would, on the contrary, give 
them all the fupport in his power. 
Mr. Fox detired to return his 
thanks to Mr. Pitt; and declared, 
that few things could give him 
more fatisfachion than to find that 
the fpeech and addrefs appeared 
unexceprionatle to him, and were 
to be honoured with bis fupport. 
He acknowlegecd that the definitive 
treaties inieht have been concluded 
feoner ; but he obferved, that there 


were fome few points in which they 
varied from the preliminary ar. 
ticles; variations, that had been 
procured without additional ex- 
pence, and any one of which, in 
his opinion, would have compen(at- 
ed the delay of a few weeks, or 
even afew months. The prelimi- 
nary articles had paid no attention 
to the protection of the protettant 
and Britith inhabitants of Tobago; 
and had afcertained no boundaries 
for our carrying on of the gum 
trade, but had referred them to an 
epoch when it was carried on by 
violence, and continually attended 
with aéts of hoftility. They had 
been equally inexplicit in their de- 
fcription of the poffeifions of our 
allies in India; and, which was of 
more confequence than all, when 
they had limited the period for 
concluding a general commercial 
treaty to two years, they had faid 
nothing refpecting the eventual 


ftate of commerce, if a treaty were 


not concluded within that time. 
All thefe defects had been re- 
medied in the definitive treaties. 
Mr. Fox retained the fame opi- 
nion he had uniformly profeffed of 
the conditions of the peace, as 
inadequate to the relative fituation 
of our affairs. He yet conceived 
it to be highly proper to thank 
the fovereign for having put 
the finifhing hand to a treaty, 
the figning of which was lefs a 
matter of choice than neceility. 
There was a little circumilance, 
which diftinguifhed the former 
from the prefent fituation, ‘The 
faith of the nation was now to be 
taken aguinit the ftate of the coun- 
try. And this, in his apprehen- 
hon, was a confideration of fo 
much weight, that, now the bufi- 
nefs was concluded, he would not 
hefitate to fay, that, commited as 
the public faith had been by the 
pre- 
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preliminary articles, he would have 
concluded the definiive treaties 
upon the batis of them, if the mi- 
nitters of the other belligerent 
powers had thought proper to ad- 
here to their letter. 

Mr. Pitt had expreffed his fur- 
prize that the bufineis of India had 
been folong poftponed. Upon this 
fubject the fecretary was ready to 
take fhame to himfelf; torthe itate 
of our affairs in the Eaft had, for 
fome time, been fuch that they 
could ill brook any delay. Mean- 
while various committees had been 
appointed by that houfe ; infinite 
pains had been taken to inveftigate 
the real ftate of our India terri- 
tories; and fo able and accurate 
were the reports that had been 
made, that no popular atfembly 
could poilibly be better informed 
upon the fubject. ‘To convince 
them that it was his-defign to bring 
forward the bufinefs immediately, 
Mr. Fox took advantage of the 
full houfe he then faw, to give 
notice, that, on that day fevennight, 
he would make a motion relative 
to India. 

‘The fecretary was particularly 
pleafed with the manly and open 
manner in which Mr. Pitt had 
pointed out the remedy that mutt 
c applied tothe itate of our finances. 
It was to look the fituation of the 
country in the face; to determine 
to meet the difficulty, great as it 
was, and to provide for the bur- 
den, grievous as it mult unavoid- 
ably be found. The fcheme of 
taxing the funds, that had been 
fuggeited by certain obfcure wri- 
ters, was not lefs difhoneft than it 
Was impructicable. There was a 
maxim laid down in an excellent 
political work *, which had been 
ridiculed for its fimplicity, but 
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which, in his mind, included the 
grand fecret for the government of 
finance. It was there remarked, 
that the only way to become rich, 
was to contrive that our income 
fhould exceed our expences. The 
maxim applied equally to an indi« 
vidual and a nation. Oeconomy 
ought to be the principal object of 
minifters. Nor was this enough ; 
minifters, in his opinion, would 
difcharge but the half of their 
duty, if they did not fomething 
towards eftablifhing an actual fink- 
ing fund, capable of being ap- 
plied to a conitant and fentible di- 
minution of the public burthens. 
The great diiliculty lay in drawing 
the line, and diitinguifhing how 
tar the pablic, in time of peace, 
could bear to be additionally bur- 
thened, and how far it was pru- 
dent for miniiters to go. It might 
be afferted, that the people ought 
not to be fo far pretfed as to deé- 
prive them of all elafticity and vi- 
gour in the event of another war. 
This argument had its weight, in a 
certain degree ; but he fhould think 
it better policy to make them tem- 
porary than lingering fufferers. If 
that houfe would have the forti- 
tude to lay alide local prejudices, 
and the tear of a momentary une 
popularity, and look only to the 
gencral welfare, the path to pro- 
iperity would be confiderably 
imoothed, and the national pro- 
{pect brighten apace. Whenever 
the prefent miniftry were found to 
fhrink from their duty in this re- 
{fpect, he defired the houfe to with- 
draw from them their fupport ; 
but it depended upon parliament to 
give effect to the plans that mini- 
fiers fhould propofe. He withed 
moft earneitly to imprefs this idea 
upon the minds of the houfe, 


* Treatile on the Wealth of Nations, by Dr, Adam Smith. 
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that ftrencthening the hands of go- 
vernment Was not ftrengthening 
the prefent adminiftratien. It was 
not a matter of party, of one fide 
the houfe or the other. To obtain 
this durable fituation, great re- 
forms mutt yet be nade, and much 
mutt depend upon the virtue, con- 
flancy, and ability ot government. 
If he could indulwe the idea, that 
the unanimity of this day, an una- 
nimity which gave him the mott 
fenfible delight, was the earneit ot 
future temper, moderation and 
union—if he could fee the pro- 
fpect, that the {pirit of diilention 
was at length to give way to the 
neceflities of the coun try, and that 
at lealt they were to fuipend their 
perfonal animofities dll the deli- 
verance of the country was ac- 
complithed ; he fhould indeed be 
warm in his expectations, and fhould 
believe that a very few years would 
behold us in renovated iirength and 
fplendour, 

On the roth of November, the 
houte being in a committee of fup- 
ply, adm cal Pigot, trom the ad- 
miralty, moved a refolution for 
twenty-fix thoutand feamen for 
the fervice of the year 1784. At 
the fame tine he obferved, that five 
fhips of the line, and two large 
frivates, which were under orders 
to return trom Jndia, would ar- 
rive in Murch or Apu, and would 
then be paid off: the feamen on 
board thete flips he computed 
145§ men, and contequently the 

vote for next year would be lefs 
than that for the prefent by that 
number. Mr. Jenkinton obierved, 
that the circumftances of the coun- 
try were luch as demanded the ut- 

doit attention to a@eonomy ; and 
he remembered, that fitteen Sante: 
fand feamen ha id been fettled by 
fome of the createit men that ever 
governed this country, as perfectly 


adequate to all the purpofes of a 
peace ettablifhment. Mr. Fox ac. 
knowleged, that the proper peace 
eftablifiment would be greatly lefg 
than the preient vote ; but remark. 
ed, that, at the end of fo extentive 
a war, it would be unwife to pre. 
cipitate the forming that citablifh- 
micnt. 

On the roth of December, the 
bufinefs of the fupply was again 
refumed, and the iecretary at war 
moved tor 17,48; men tor the land 
fervice of the enfuing year. Mr. 
Huiley had hoped, that a {maller 
force would have been deemed fut- 
ficient; and fir foteph M: wbey 
particularly objec ted to three regi- 
ments intended for Lreland, and two 
battalions of enevedumi includ- 
ed in the detail; and propofed an 
amendment, ftating the requifite 
force at ten thoufead men. The 
commander in chiet replied ; and, 
in regard to the Irifl, regiments, 
Seemed. that the parliame nt of 
that country had demanded them, 
and that the pertons bett acquainted 
with its fituation, had recommend- 
ed the meature. 

‘Two days previous te this mo- 
tion, Mr. Henry Flood, of the 
hingdom ot Ireland, took his feat 
in the Briufh houle of Commons, 
as member of parliament for the 
city of Wincheiter. ‘The abilities 
ot this gentleman we have more 
than once had occation to comme- 
morate: plans had been repeatedly 
tormed by the miniiter of the day 
tor jummoning him as an auxiliary 
io the Englifh parliament, which 
for fome reafon or other had never 
becn carried into eflect; and the 
gre. ateft expectations were cnter- 
tained of his graceful and perfpi- 
cuous eloquence, now that it was 
to be dilplaved upon a theatre more 
calculated tor the attainment of the 
higheii reputation. 


But 
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But the experiment was deitined 
to have the moit mortifying con- 
clufion, Stimulated by the active 
and fanguine character of his dif- 
potition, Mr. Flood favoured the 
Britifh commons with the firlt ef- 
fay ot his cloquence on the ver 
day that he enrolled himfelt in their 
number. It was received by them 
neither with the complacency of 
admiration, nor with the indul- 

gence Ciaat tafte and urbanity cver 
clic ht to pay to the openings of 
genius. Mr. Courteney, A 
tleman not lefs diiting with al by the 
his humour and the keen 
than Mr. rlood 
himfelt tor lovical acumen and en- 
thufial ical undertook to 
aniwer his countryman. His an- 
tayouilt was by no means the per 
fect character that leaves nothing 
open to the batt ries ot fatire. On 
the contrary, the injudicioufnefs 
of his conduc t, and the e gotifm of 
his ftyle could only be atoncd by 
the greatnefs of his abilities. Pei- 
haps Mr. Courteney was never fo 
happy, or his humour, to exube- 
yant as on this occafion. 
thing is fo incurable as the wounds 
Mr. Flood was de- 
graded at once from that eminence 
to which his rc put. ition had ratfed 
him in the opinion of his audi- 
tors; and it was not in the power 
of a lofty fttyle und a faturnine 
jnanner to banifh from their re- 
membrance the diverlion that had 
been afforded them, 

W hen the refolution forthe num- 
ber ot men for the land fervice w as 
reported to the houfe on the pith 
ot December, Mr. Flood thought 
it incumbent on him to animadvert 
on What had tallen trom the com- 
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mander in chief on the fubject of 


Ireland. He had not then been in 
the houfe, but he underitood that 
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cacy in the fituation of Ircland as 
a reafon tor voting fo large a num- 
ber of men. This language had 
been interpreted to allude “to the 
volunteers of that kingdom ; if, 
therefore, it pafled unexplained, it 
might produce the moft milchicvous 
confequence: » But didany fuipect 
the volunteers ot Ireland of evil 
defigns ? Did any man ijinaginae 
they intended to molecil the quiet 
of this country, or difturb the re- 
pofe of their own? If fuch were 
the real feelings of an individual, 
let that individual! come forward and 
avow his fentiments. If it were 
the fentiment of a body of men, 
let the body of men declare that 
they thought fo. The volunteers 
of Ireland had given ample proof 
of their loysity, ample proot of 
their claim to public confidence, 
They had ftood torward in the hour 
of difficulty ; they had undertaken 
the caufe of their country in the 
moment of danger. ‘They had pro- 
tected Llreland trom the invafion of 
a toreign enemy; they had fup- 
ported its internal police in a mun- 
ner never known betore. It was 
therctore neccflary, if they had nor 
been in the con templation of the 
commander in chief, that it fhould 
be known; and, if they had, that 
the grounds of fufpicion fhould be 
avowed and explained. 

There 1s a tcriouinef$ and deli- 
beration in the character of a peo- 
pe verging towards political ener- 

gy, that rendered the nation of 

Ircland a fcene ps cullarly favour- 
able to the dilfplay of Mr. Floods 
abilities. As the inhabitants of this 
country bave neither the lrifh con- 
fcioutne {3 of di ficiency, nor the 
irif ambition, they have lef in- 
mi leence and lefs docility. At- 
a hed to every thing that affords 

them mi rth and amufement, they 
wilingly immajate at their fhrine 
the 
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the honours of merit and the dic- 
tates of fenfibility. Acutely dil- 
criminating the fhades of an artifi- 
cial propriety, they have no tym- 


pathy for the honett etfervefcencics 


of zeal, and the venerable ebulli- 
tions of genius. Mr. Flood had 
recently been held up to them as 
an object of ridicule. He had now 
chefen to dilate upon a fubject ot 
confiderable delicacy, and he had 
done this perhaps with too hietle 
attention to the leffons of prudence. 
The houfe had feir itfelf difgutted. 
When he rofe the fecond time, in 
confequence of having been egre- 
gioully mifreprefented by a gen- 
tleman who had underta\en to an- 
fwer him, he was immediately fi- 
lenced with the cry of Spoke! 
Spoke ! Irritated ae this treat- 
ment, he loft all that telf-pofleifion, 
which was more than ever necet- 
fary, and rofe again and again, in 
dehance of the fenfe of the houle. 
But he was overpowered by num- 
bers. He was treated by feveral 
perions, and particularly general 
Luttrel, with the extremeit afpe- 
rity and invective, without being 
permitted to utter a word in his 
detence. In confequence, we be- 
lieve, this was the latt time he ap- 
seared in the wails of the Englih 
war ot commons. 

The day following Mr. Min- 
chin, from the office of ordnance, 
moved a refolution tor 111,634), 
gs. 6d. for the unprovided fervices 
of 1783, and 430,36gl. 7s. gd. for 
the fervice of the eniuing year, 
A part of this latter fum was de- 
ftined for the completion of works 


already bevun, and the repair of 


others, which, if not immediately 
undertaken, would fall to ruin; 
and the fum of 16,1001. had been 
expended in the purchafe of fir 
Gievory Pace’s houfe, at Black- 
heath, for the purpofe of a royal 





military academy. This purchafe 
was particularly excepted to by 
Mr. Hufley and Mr. Charles Brett. 
It was detended on the ground of 
the extreme incommodity and un- 
wholefomenefs of the houte at 
Woolwich, which was at prefent 
employed tor that purpofe. Ihefe 
weie itated to be io great, that 
feven of the young gentlemen were 
at prefent lodged in a room not 
twenty feet fquare, and one third 
of their number had for a long 
time pait been upon the fick lilt. 
In the mean time the inttitution 
itfelf received the warmett eulo- 
giums. Formerly our artillery had 
been entirely ferved by foreign en- 
gineers. ‘Lhe late duke of Cum- 
berland, defirous that we fhould 
have a native torce for this pur- 
pofe, proportioned to the number 
of our army, had laid the founda- 
tion of the military academy ; and 
its fuccefs had been fuch as to ju- 
{tify the expectations of its warm- 
eit friends. A young gentleman 
was initanced, ot the name of 
O’Hara, grandfon to the late lord 
Tyrawley, and only fifteen years 
of age, who, having been appoint- 
ed to an arduous fervice in Ame- 
rica, and having kad all his men 
killed, fearned to fly 3 and, though 
quarter was offered him, refufed it, 
preierring death to the fuppofed 
ditgrace of hasing lot his guns. 
To thefe confiderations it was add- 
ed, that the purchafe was in the 
highett degree an aeconomical one. 
‘The houte had been bought in tor 
the value of its materials; and, 
though the fum, for which they 
had come to parliament, was 
(S,tool, vet the additional grant 
would, in fact, amount to oaly 
600%. = goock. voted for building 
a chapel at Woolwich aight be 
converted to this new object, and 
feveral oificers belonging to the 

ord- 
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ordnance, to whom government 
now paid a fum of near sool. per 
annum, as an allowance for lodg- 
ing, would for the future be ac- 
commodated in the houfe that had 
been purchafed. Mr. Steele can- 
didly affured the houfe from his 
own knowlege, that, if the duke 
of Richmond had continued maiter- 
general of the ordnance, he had 
intended to make the purchale in 
quettion, Sir William Dolben and 
Mr. Martin each of them rofe to 
declare, that they conceived the 
demand to be perfectly jult and 
reafonable. Mr. Huiley, however, 
perfitting in his objection, lord 
John Cavendith propoted, that the 
propriety of the meafure fhould be 
referred to the conlideration of a 
committee. 

On the 26th of November a bill 
was brought into parliament by 
lord John Cavendifh, for explain- 
ing and amending an act of the 
lait fefeon, impoting certain tramp 
duties on receipts. The principal 
object of this bill was to make every 
perion, who fhould fign a receipt 
on untlamped paper, lable to the 
fpecific pevalty of five pounds, 
Some of the ableil lawyers indeed, 
particularly the late and the pre- 
fent attorncey-veneral, had decided, 
that the act of lat year clearly line 
potedthe penalty in queflion. but 
opinions of a different tenour had 
bo en induitnioutly difieminated, and 
it was not proper thata doubt fhould 
remain upon the minds of the fub- 
ject in a matter of this nature. 
"Lhefe opinions were particularly 
complained ot. The tax in its out- 
fet, it was faid, hod exceeded all 
the expectations that had becn 
formed of it; but upon the publi- 
cation of thefe opinions, it had 
fallen off immediate ly. Srituth fub- 
je ts had an undoubted nght to 
fpeculate upon every poliucal 
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ueflion; but it were to be wifhed 
hae gentlemen would turn their 
fpeculations fome other way, ra- 
ther than to the diminifhing the 
revenues of their country. The 
opinions alluded to had been figned 
by Mr. Kenyon, Mr. Arden and 
Mr. Macdonald. Thefe ftrictures, 
therefore, called up each of thefe 
gentlemen, who defended with 
fome warmth the decifion they 
had pronounced. 

But the receipt tax had been too 
extenfively unpopular, not to pro- 
duce one more regular effort for its 


abrogation. A great number of 
cities and towns had inttrocted 


their reprefentatives to employ 
their moft ftrenuous exertions for 
that purpofe. With fome mem- 
bers of parliament it was an ar- 
ticle of political orthodoxy, im- 
plicitly to conform themfelves to 
the known fenfe of their confti- 
tuents ; and others poflibly there 
were, Who were difpofed to adopt 
the fame line of conduct through 
timoroufnefs and fervility, that 
thefe purfued from a fcrupulous 
adherence to what they conceived 
to be the principles of liberty. 
From the operation of fome or all 
of thefe caufes, a queition was 
broucht forward on the 4th of De- 
cember for the repeal of the re- 
ccipt tax. It was moved by Mr. 
alderman Newnham, and fupport- 
ed, among others, by Mr. Saw. 
bridge, fir Watkin Lewes, fir Ce- 
cil W ray, lord Galway, Mr. Thorn- 
ton, lord Sheffield, lord Mahon, 
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Coke of Not- 
tingham and Mr. Martin. = It 
was ingenioufly obferved by Mr. 
Macdonald, that it mutt neceffarily 
be unpopular, becauf: it was a 
ready-money tax; people would 
more willingly pay a thilling, which 
came to them difguifed under fome- 
thing elfc, than a penny, expli- 
citly 
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citly for the fupport of gerern: 
ment; and unproductive, becaule 
it was optional. Some gentlemen 
conceived it to be their duty, at 
the fame time that they moved tor 
the repeal of one tax, to propote 
another that might be fubitituted 
in its place; and accordingly Mr. 
Coke fuggelied a tax on pews, on 

rave-ftoncs and on dogs; and fir 
Cecil Wray informed the houfe, 
that he had been initructed to pro- 

fe a tax of ten thillings per head 
on maid fervants. ‘The latter pro- 
pofal, however, feemed to meet 
with no countenance trom any part 
of the houfe; and lord North re- 
marked upon the ideas thrown out 
by Mr. Coke, that they came tn 
every part under the fame deicrip- 
tion with the receipt tax; they 
were ready-money taxes, and they 
were optional. ‘The queiiion was 
finally carried againiit Mr. alderinan 
Newnham, 149 to 47. 

On the 21it of November a mo- 
tion was made by lord John Caven- 
difh, tor the appointment of a fe- 
lect comunittec, to be choten by 
ballot, for enquiring into, and 
fuygetting methods to prevent the 
illicit, practices employed in de- 
frauding the revenue, ‘The com- 





mittee was declared on the 26th, 
and confifted of the tollowing per- 
fons: the right honourable Wil- 
liam Eden, the right honourable 
lord Shettield, tir Thomas Dundas, 
baronet, Mr. alderman Newnham, 
Henry Beautoy, ‘William Baker, 
George Dempiier, \Villiam Huffey, 
Henry Thornton, Kichard Jack- 
fon, Hans Sloane, Charles Brett, 
George Daubeny, Winchcombe 
Henry Hartley and Abraham Raw- 
linfon, efquires. 

A delay of ten days having been 
previoutly granted, at the requett 
of Mr. Atkinfon’s tricnds, on the 
4th of December it was moved b 
the attorney-veneral, that Chrifto- 
pher Atkinton, efquire, having been 
convicted ot wiitul and corrupt 
perjury, be expelled the houfe of 
commons. ‘The caufe of the de- 
linguent was pleaded with much 
earnetinets by Mr. Bamber Gat- 
coyne and fir Robert Herries, and 
a motion was made and feconded by 
thefe gentlemen, that the debate be 
adjourned to the 24th of January 
next. The quettion was loft by a 
majority of 134 to 62, and the 
vote of expultion was carried withe 
out a divilion. 





C HA P. I. 


Mr. Fex’s India Bill. 


N the 18th of November, 
Mr. fecretary Fox, in the ab- 


fence ot his noble colleayue, de- 
tained from the houfe by illnefs, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill 
for veiting the athiurs of the Fatt 


India company in the hands of cer- 
tain commithoners, for the bencfit 






Debites Paffis the Commons by @ great Majority 
Ls rejected by the Lords. 


of the proprietors and the public. 
It was perhaps impoffible for a fub- 
ject of greater dignity and weight 
to be brought under the inf{pection 
of a Britif pariament. It involved 
the beft interetts, if fuch be the 
denomination we choofe to beftow 
upon the fources of commerce and 

opulence 
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epulence of the enipire. It was 
intimately connected with the ho- 
nour and fair fame of the Englifh 
nation. And, which was of a thou- 
fand times more importance, It was 
to vive a colour to the tate and the 
happinefs of thirty millions ot 
men. It might alfo be confidered 
in another hight. ‘he patronage 
and the wealth of India imight 
prove a perennial fource of influ- 
ence and corruption ; and, placed 
implicitly in wrong hands, they 
might overturn that balance of the 
centtitution, which we have been 
habituated to view with fo fond an 
admiration, and give a new tace to 
the government of the ifland, 

It is not impotfible that the mat- 
ter had been regarded in this latt 
light by preceding adminittra- 
tions. The fyitem of 1773, had 


invaded the chartered privileges of 


the company, had changed fome- 
what in almoft every department 
of their adminiftration; but it re- 
mained to be feen how far it had 
meliorated their affairs, or given 
order and tranquility to the vatt 
continent of India. It was in- 
deed narrow, cisjointed and inef- 
fective. It did net teem the refult 
of comprehentive views of policy, 
or of the firmnefs and enterprife 
of heroic virtue. But however 
that be, and whatever were its in- 
tention, in the exccution it ap- 
peared to include in it the feeds ot 
its diffolution. Accordingly, the 
fame miniftry came forward again 
in 17¢1, with a ttep, that feemed 
to have very little of a temporifing 
afpect. It threatened no lefs than 
the immediate recall of the prefent 
monopoly. 


The fubfiftine government of 


India had long been an object from 
which the eyes of good men had 
had turned away with pain and 
averlion, Jt fpoke an unambigu- 
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ous language of lordly defpotifm 
and fhamelefs extortion. It was 
inconilant, capricious and fickle. 
Its effects were more deplorable, 
than any that fyttematical defpo- 
tilm and = fytlematical extortion 
could polhbly have produced. This 
was the light, in which, we be- 
lieve, it was univerfally feen by 
men of fpirit and liberality. Mr. 
Haltings indeed has found de- 
fenders among the beft and the 
moft venerable; and undoubted- 
edly, whatever may be his tuppofed 
demerits, he is a man of a very dif. 
ferent ftamp from the herd of our 
late governors in [tndia. For the 
reft, who they may be who have 
chofen to undertake their detence, 
we contefs we have not vet heard. 
It was in confequence ot this 
ftate of things, that early in the 
year 17-1, two committees, made 
up of fome of the mutt refpectable 
members of the houfe of commons, 
were appointed to examine into 
the adminifiration of attice in the 
province of Rengal, and to en- 
quire into the caufes of the war 
then fubfitiing in the Carnatic. In 
the courfe of the fame feffion fe- 
veral reports were brought up 
by both committees, and a_ bill 
was introduced and carried through 
the houfe by the chairman of the 
foriner, eftablifling in tie ju iciary 
procecding of Ben ral leveral new 
rerulations. In the feffion ot 1782, 
and during the adminifration of 
the late marquis of Rockingham, 
the houfe was moved by the cha- 
man of each ot thefe comimiticcs, 
to come to feveral refolutions. Some 
of the principal obje‘ts of thefe 
refolutions were, to bring in a bill 
for inflicting penalties on fir Tho- 
mas Rumbold and others, to recall 
trom the governments ef Benval 
and Bombay, Warren Hattings 
nd William Hornby, eiquires, and 
to 
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to recommend, the reducing into 
ane the feveral acts of parliament 
made for the government of Indu, 
and the eftablifhing fome new re- 
gulations and provifions for the 
fame purpote. 

He would not have gentlemen 
to be led aftray with the idea, that 
the public had no right to control 
the government of the company ; 
for his part, he knew too well the 
great intereit the public had in their 
profperity ever to fubferibe to that 
doctrine. What was the whole 
amount of the dividend to the pro- 
ptictors ? About 250,000l. And 
what fum did the nation derive 
from the cuitoms paid by the com- 
pany? More than 1,30 ,oool. 
The people of Enyland, theretore, 
had. a much greater fiake in the 
bufinefs of the company than the 
Eatt India proprictors. 

From this tim: the fittings of the 
committee for enquiring into the 
war in the Carnatic were difcon- 
tinued, but the committee of jui- 
tice purfued their enquiries during 
the feifions of 1783 to 1784. In 
the former of thefe years, and foon 
after the difmiifion of the earl of 
Shelburne trom the helm of at- 
fairs, Mr. Dundas, late chairman 
of the war committee, prefented 
to the houfe of cominons a bill, 
which was intended to anfwer all 
the purpofes of the defired revo- 
lution in India, but which was re- 
jected. Indeed, leaving entirely 
out of the queition the merits of 
the bill, there feemed to be a rea- 
fonablenefs and propriety, in a 
meafure, which embraced objects 
of fuch unbounded magnitude, 
being originated with a perfon, 
holding one of the great refponti- 
bie othees of government. Some- 
thing however 


was acknowleged 
on all hands to be necefYarv ‘The 
daceilaat revolutions, which the 
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adminiftration of this country had 
lately experienced, had created a 
delay, which, viewed in all the 
comprehentivenefs of its confe. 
quences, was much to be deplored, 
‘The very refolutions of the houfe 
of commons for the recall of the 
Afiatic governors were difobeyed, 
and a vote ot thanks to one of 
them fubitituted in their place by 
the court of proprietors: a pro- 
ceeding, which, whatever might 
be its intrinfic demerit, feemed to 
look with no favourable afpect on 
a fyitem of reform, that was to 
originate in the fame affembly, 
The fubdject in every view prefled 
extremely upon a minutry, which 
feemed to promife fo much {tabi- 
lity and firength as the pretent, 

The fyitem, propofed by Mr. 
Fox, was marked with all the cha- 
racterittics of his ardent and dar- 
ing {pirit. It was no fcheme of a 
day, calculated to poftpone the 
hour of danger, and then leave it 
to tall with double ruin on his fue- 
ceflors. It was no crude and une 
divetted plan, the child. of narrow 
and unextentive views, and brought 
forward under the aufpices of cows 
ardice and irrefolution. It was a 
meafure, full of decifion, and that 
claimed the fevereit {crutiny. What 
was aflerted of its author by the 
ableit and the warmeft of his friends, 
will infallibly held, according to 
the decifion of potlerity, to his ime 
mortal honour, or his indelible 
difyrace, ** He may live long, he 
may do much. But here is the 
fummit. He can never exceed,” 
either‘in public virtue or delin- 
quency, ‘** what he does this 
day.” 

The plan of the fecretary, while 
it preferved the monopoly, and left 
untouched the queition of the ters 
ritorial right, propofed no le’s than 
to take from the directors and pro- 
pric rors 
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prietors the entire adininiftration of 
their territorial and commercial at- 
fairs. It took from them their 
houfe in Leadenhall-ftreet, toge- 
gether with all books, papers, 
und documents, vetting the entire 
management, the appointment of 
all officers and fervants, the rights 
of peace and war, and the difpofal 
of the whole revenue, in the hands 
of certain commiffioners. Thefe 
commiflioners, though their ap- 
pointment was hereafter to veft in 
the crown, were to be appointed in 
the firit inilance by the whole Ie- 
gillarure. They were to hold their 
offices by the fame tenure as the 
judges of England, ducing their 
cood behaviour, and they were to 
be removed only by addrefs from 
either houte of parliament, 

The whole tyftem feemed to be 
formed upon the bafis of opennefs, 
efficiency and refponfibility. ‘The 
cominifhoners were required tocome 
to a decilion upon every quettion 
within a limited time, or to align 
a ipecific reafon for their delay. 
They were never to vote by ballot, 
and they were in almoft all cafes 
to enter upon their journals the 
reafons of their vote. They were 
to fubnit once in every fix months 
an exact itate of their accounts to 
the court of proprietors, and at the 
beginning of every feffion a ftate 
of their accounts and ettablifh- 
ments to both houfes of parliament. 
Their number was limited to feven, 
and their names, as filled up in the 
committee, were William earl Fitz- 
willi.m, the right honourable Fre- 
deric Montagu, George lord vif- 
count Lewifham, the honourable 
George Auguftus North, fir Gilbert 
Elliot, baronet. fir Henry Fletcher, 
baronet, and Robert Gregory, 
efquire. They were to be affiited 
by a board of nine perfons, each 
or them proprietors of 2,000], 
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company’s ftock, who, as well as 
the commifiiopers, were appointed 
in the firft inftance by parliament, 
and were afterwards to be choten 
by the court of proprietors. They 
were made removeable at the ‘a 
fure of any five of the commiilion- 
ers, and were difqualified from 
fitting in the houfe of commons. 
This fyflem was originally propofed 
to be extended to the term of three 
or five years. 

The bill for vefting the govern- 
ment in commifioners was accom. 
panied with a fecond bill, the pro- 
feffed object of which was the pre- 
cluding all kinds of arbitrary and 
defpotical proceedings from the 
adminiftration of the tevritorial 
poffeiions. The bill afcertained 
more precifely than had hitherto 
been done, the powers of the gor 
vernor-yencral and fypreme coun. 
cil; it tended to eflablifa a princi- 
ple of opennefs and re{pontbility 
in India; it took from the gover- 
nor-general all power of acting in- 
dependently of his council; it pro- 
fcribed the delegation of any trufk; 
it declared every exifting Britith 
power in India incompetent, to the 
acquifition or exchange of any ter- 
ritory in behalf of the company, 
to the acceding to any treaty %of 
partition, to the hiring out the 
company’s troops, to the appoint- 
ing to office any perfon removed 
for mifdemeanour, and to the hir. 
ing out any property to any civil 
fervant of the company ; it voided 
all monopolies ; and it declared 
every illegal prefentrecoverable by 
any perfon tor his own fole be- 
nefit. 

But that part of the prefent bill, 
upon which the principal value 
feemed to be placed by its author 
and fupporters, and which received 
the greateft applaufe from impar- 
tial perfons, related to the zemi- 

dars, 
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dars, or native landholders, whom 
3t enployed every means to fer are 
Sm the pofictiion of i ir refpective 
inheritances, and to defend from 
fon. particularly endea- 
youred to preclude all vex.tous 
and ufurious claims that might be 
made upon them to forbid vort- 
aves, and to t’e@ fubjocting all 
de sbrtul claim. to the © amination 
an’ cenfure ot -he commilioners. 
Finally. it p ‘(cribed a mode for 
terininating the difputes between 
the nabob o: Arco: ond the raja ef 
Tanjour, and it difquahtied every 
srfon in the fervice uf C1e company 
Sain fitting in the houfe of com. 
mons, during his continuance in 
their fervice, and for a certain 
fpecified term after his demon. 
The areuments iu favour of this 
fyfiem were principally borrowed 
from two fource ; the durable and 
compr:-henfive abufes that had pre- 
vailed in the government it pro- 
poied to new model, and the d {- 
trefled avd embarratied ttate of the 
finances ot the company. Mr. 
Fox remarked, that ‘n the ftite of 
refponfibiliry on which he was go- 
ing to place himielf, he felt much 
confolaion in tais ec reumftance, 
that the meaiure to which he thould 
call the attention of parliament 
was not of choice, but of necei- 
fity. It was no tile experiment, 
it was no romantic t{peculation Up- 
on his part; the butineis forced 
itfelt on him and on the nation ; 
and even f he would, he could 
nei her efeape, nor po pone i'S 
diicuifion. te was not therefore 
to be regarde! as obtruding any 
Vilionary projects of his own. He 
came forward for no other reafon 
upon earth than becau e the necef- 
fity was fo urgent, rs preffure fo 
irrefittible, that no farther delav 
could be dmitted. He was happy 
at the fame time in che afittance 
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he fhould derive from the repor:s 
of the two committces that had far 
upon India atiairs; reports, con- 
taining a body of information fo 
complete, that perhaps no popular 
alleasbly had ever been fo tully ine 
formed in the fubject they were 
called to exafmine, as that houfe. 
‘pon the fubject of finances 
the iecretary ftated, that their de- 
plorable fituation would be tuitici- 
ently obvious, if thofe who heard 
him would only recoliect, that the 
company had applied lait year to 
parliament tor pecuniary afliitance : 
they had afked leave to borrow 
g°o,000 1. upon bonds; they had 
petitioned for 300,cool. in exche- 
quer bills, and for the fufpention of 
a demand upon them on the part of 
government, for zoo,oo01. due 
for cuttoms. It might be remem- 
bered alfo, that according to an 
att of parliament in being, the 
directors cannot, of their own au- 
thor ty, accept bills drawn in In- 
dia to the amount of more than 
20-,000 1. Thus circumttanced, 
the houfe would probably be atfto- 
nifhed to hear, that there were bills 
at this moment comine over for 
acceptance to the amount of 
25° 0001. flerling. It was im- 
poilible, theretore, to fugeeft that 
government was iImpertinently, 
rathly, or unneceffarily interfering 
with the company’s affairs: on the 
contrary, nothing but that inter- 
ference could picferve them from 
eventual bank: uptcy. ‘Their actual 
debt amounted to Ti,20 ,00- l. 
and they had ftock in hand, to- 
wards payne this immenfe fum, to 
the amount of about 3,200,00> 1. 
The refult of this comparifon was 
abalance of Soccjoool.; a fum 
in the higheft decree alarming, 
when compared with the capital of 
the proprictors. Such was. the 
fituation in which parliament was 
plac: d 


ek tt ee ee) ee erat 





ta eae 


ee ee 
a f his et Ne ee Be 


» xl Ge SER 


a> 


we 


iit P tian cvs AWN 


=) ae 


et 


Poe alle’ 2 fae 


FOREIGN 


placed at this moment. If the 
company weie athited, they 
mutt unavoidably he ruined; and 
the ruin of a body of merchants 
fo extenfive in their concerns, and 
fo important in the eyes of Kurepe, 
mutt neceflarily give a very alarm- 
ing blow to our nat ional credit. 
On the other hand, the requifite 
ailittance was a matter of very ex- 
teniive contideration. It would be 
abtolutely neceflary to permit the 
acceptance of the bills to the a- 
mount he had mentioned, And to 
do all this, without examining 
their affairs, without mehorating 
their fyftem, and without reform- 
ing their contlitution, would be 
only to throw away the public mo. 
ney, and tor the houfe to take the 
lait fhilling out of the pockets of 
their conitituents, to lend it to 
men, bankrupts In reputation, and 
equally notorious for prodigality 
of their revenues, and abfurdity 
and impotence in their political 
incaflures. 

Upon the fubject of the abutes 


sit ot 


that prev: ailed in-the government © if 


India, the fecretary firtt adverted 
to the proceeding rs of that houte, 
and of the Fati India company, in 
the affair of the recall of Mr. 1 
Hos. 
committee, 
of commons, 


fait- 
The chairman of the fecret 
had moved the houte 
that it was the duty 
of the Fatt India company to re- 
call Mr. Hatlines from the govern- 
ment of Bengal. ‘ae houle very 
readily and very propeily agreed 
tothe motion; judving no doubt, 
that ic would be expedient in con- 
demning the fvitem lately purfued 
in India, to tix fome mark of dif- 
approbation upon the perion who 
bad been the foul of that fyfiem. 
She directors, in obedience to the 
fente of the houfe, refolved that 
Mr. Hattings thould be recalled ; 

bur not thinking they had a pow: : 
to decide finally on the fu bject, 
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they fubmitted their proceedings 
to the court of proprictors, By 
that court it was ordered, that the 


refolution of the directors fhould 
be refcinded. ‘The whole affair 
however came from the directors 


to the then fecretary of ftate, and 
was by him laid betore the houfe 
of commons. But what was in 
the mean time the fituation of the 
company’s government in India? 
It was critical beyond deferip ion. 
It was a government of anarch 
and confufion. The whole conti- 
nent had -been made acquainted 
with the rcfolution of that houfe 
for recalling Mr. Hattings; the 
refulution of the court of pro- 
pric ‘tors, by which he was fecured 
in his gover? ninent, was kept back. 
He was lett in a fituation in which 
even his enemies mutt pity him. 
Would any man with, to fee a go- 
vernor-general of Be neal thus cir- 
cumilanced? Could the affairs of 
the company profper in fuch a 
tate ¢ 
Befide thefe contradictions an- 
other had lately occurred. The 
court of proprietors had voted their 
thanks to Mr. [ilatines. Thefe 
thanks muft be communicated to go- 
vernment, w ho acting under the {pi- 
rit ot the valle tions of the houfe of 
commons, could not perhaps fufler 
them to be conveyed to India. This 
naturally led Mr, Fox to comment 
upon the character of the come 
pany, and the nature of their cone 
nection with their fervants abroad. 
‘There were a tew perfons among 
them, who, being ve: al proprietors, 
endeavoured to promote the trade 
of the company, and increafe its 
revenues. For the reft, their views 
were directed not to commercial, 
but to political purpofes. The 
former were naturally inclined to 
fupport that governor, who en- 
abled them to make large divi- 
dends ; and who tor that purpofe, 
Bb after 
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after having peculated for his pri- 
vate advants aye, had no other way 
to prevent he being called to ac- 
count, but by obliging the unhappy 
natives to unde rgo a fecond fleecing 
for the benefit of the proprictors. 
The latrer could not better granty 
their wifes, than by fupportis he 
a govornor, who had wn lias powcr 
fo many opportunities ot providing 
for his friends. 

The next charge of abufle was 
derived from that regular and uni- 
form difobedience of orders, which 
had characterifed the company’s 
fervants. In brincing forward a 
comprehentive feheme tor the. re- 
formation of that government, it 
was not his Intention to enter into 
any retrofpect - veeufation was by 
no means his obp ct; but am was 
not potlible to illutirace hig obser. 

wations, without oceahonally al 
luding to pafhculars, “Phe fupreme 
council of Bengal bad refolved in 
oppoltion to Mr. Liathings, to fend 
two gentlemen, Mr. Fowke and 
Mr. Britlow, to reide, the one at 
the court of the nabob of Oude, the 
other at Benares. Mr. Hattings 
however refufed to fend them: 
the directors trani. ited the oul 


potitiye ¢ rders to carry the vote of 


the fupret council into exceu. 
tion. Sall Mer. dtatunys difobev- 
ec : and he alleged i lis defence 
that he could not employ perf 
in Whom he had no conthen 
Towards one ct thefe utiemen 
the fublequent conduct of the vo- 
vernor-zeneral was curious indeed. 
He rranted tw Nr, bowke au COse 
fract, with a commiffion of fitteen 
per cent, which he obferved was 
a rent fum, andi! ot ope-ate 


a temptanen on bin to prom 


. . 
Bere & 


‘ ‘ ’ ’ } } 
r! ¢ War. ‘pute, , added hy ** the 


entire confidence IT have in the in- 
tey rity and honour of Mr. Fow vy 
amounts to a ial and perfect iecus 
rity on that hes f 
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‘To thefe inflanees, the fecretary 
added the butinels ot the expul, 
fion of the raja of Benares trom 
his dominions, and the confifeation 
of the princetles of Oude, which 
he commented on with much feve- 
rity. 

The fyftem for the government 
of India, was a fubject of mueh 
afperity in the houfe of commons, 
It was efpoufed with ecarnefinels 
and enthufialin, by thofe whote 
habits had formed them to an at- 
tachment for the minifier; and it 
was attacked with ali the vehemence 
of in‘ienation, and all the energy 
of invective, not only by thot 
perlons, who miehe be fuppofed 
to alpire tothe eveat ofhees of ad- 
muinuttration, but by feveral country 

ndemen, perfectly independent 
in she in character, and ol the high 
elf reputation tor integrity and pro- 
bity. It was faid, owe Mir. box 
had once been regarded by them 
with the tondetl t admir: ation. ‘They 
had expected trom hin the deliver- 
ance ot the empire, and the feeu 
inv our diberties upon the moll 
poruminent batis. “bhey recounted 
the p rleverance, the animation 
and the ardour of his exertions, 
When a leader of oppolition, li 
Wild inpotlibl : 8 hear hewn without 
being convinced. Tt was unpoiiible 
to doubt of the fine leneds of his zeal, 
ind the fineerity of his reproba- 
tion. But they math ever rey ud 
the connexion he had formed with 
the nobleman, aeaint whom his 

lorts had bh en to well and fo fue- 
cefsiully cireeted, as an inilance 
OL political defects and apottacy 


that would olimt of no detence. 
Vhey had augured thing un- 
Happy and cVer' } 4 tre mend- 
ous trom. tha Nene. Happy 
would they bocce ! had thete 


dark ond ctucholy apprehen- 
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but too well how juftly they had 
judged. it was big with corrup.- 
tion and mistortune. It was un- 


potlible that a flain fo deep could 
ever be removed from the charac- 
ter of the fecretary. It was im- 
potlible that he could ever here- 
after be truiled as the minifler of 
this country. In fine, the patling 
of thefe bills into a law was depre- 
cated, as oun event, which would 
render the future fittings of that 
houfe ludicrous and abfurd. ‘The 
crown, robbed of brivhtett 
jewel, would be no longer worth 
the wearing. ‘The fpeaker, 
tp. the chair, in order to the 
bills, going into a committee, would 
confign the contlitution, li- 
berties, the 4 lory, and the dignity 
of the Britifh empire, ultimate 


its 
by 


the 


tv 


and irretrievable ruin. . 
But the moft regular and fy- 
flematn al oppofition to the bills 


brought into parliament by the te- 
cretary of tlate, was con fucted by 
Mr. William Pitre. Two obtertioy 
were principally infifled upon by 
this gentleman and his fup port ra 
the one built upon its 
ment, or rather annihilation of the 
charter of the COMpPAny 5 the other, 
upon the new and unconilitutional 
influence it was calculated to create. 
India it was) true wanted re- 
form; but not fuch reform as thie. 
It wanted a conflitution | 
and not a tvrannical 
through every prin P. . 
and jutlice. By the bill betore the 
houfe an attack was made 
mott folemn charters. It pointed 
a tatal blow againil the integrity 
and the faith rliament ; it 
broke throuch every ce by which 
man was bound to man. This 
charter did not owe its birth to the 
foolifh prepofieifion, the mad 
prodigality ot a Plantagenet, a 
Tudor, or a Stuart. It was a fair 
purchafe of the public, an 
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equal compact for reciprocal ad- 
vantages between the proprictor 
and the nation at large. 

The principle of ‘this bill once 

eftablifhed, what fecurity had the 
other public companies of the king- 
dom ? What fecurity had the bank 
of England? What fecurity had 
the national creditors, or the public 
corporations? Or indced’ what af- 
furance could we have for the creat 
charter itfelt, the foundation of all 
our privileges and all our liberties ? 
ir would be folly in the extreme to 
fuppofe that the principle, once ade 
mitted, would operate only on the 
pre fent occation, and only on the 
afiairs of the Katt India company. 
Good principles might fleep, bue 
mid ones never. Jt was the curle 
of fociety, that when a bad prin- 
ciple was once etlablifhed, bad men 
would always be tound to pive 1 
its full effect 

The charter cony eyit vethe riphts 
of the company was conce ived in 
the clearet! and ttroneeft terms that 


could be tmarined, le was clearer, 
HHronger, better guarded in point 
a! expreffion, hin that of the 
bank of Enoland., The right, by 
which our gracious fovercten held 
the feeptre of thefe kinedoms, was 


not more fully contirme “dl, was not 
farthes removed trom the poflibil ity 
of all plaufibi ie Cpl 

‘The bill under 
cluded a 
perty, anda distrancht 
the katt 


Hon. 
confideration in- 
the pro- 
fement of the 
India com- 


contileation of 


members of 


pues ° \\ hat was the idea ot cone 
tifeation ? Was it not the feizing 
by violence the property ot one ine 


dividual, and the transferring it to 
another? It was impoffible for 
this to take effect in a fuller and 
cleater m ~ ie! than was required 
by this bill. The bill requ red the. 
directors to deliver up all lands, 
teneinents, houfes, books, r¢cords, 
charters, inilruments, 1ficls, goods, 

Bz money 




























20 


money and fecurities. Imagina- 
tion was at 3 lofs to guefs at the 
mott infignificant trifle that had 
efcaped the harpy claws of a ra- 
venous coalition. ‘The power in- 
deed was preteaded to be created 
in trutt for the benefit ct the pro- 
prictors : but, in cafe of the grofle tt 
abufe of truii, to whom was the 
appeal? To the proprictors ? No; 
but to a majority of either houfe of 
arliament, which the moft drivel- 
ing minitler could not fail to fe- 
cure with the patronage of above 
two millions ficrling given by this 
bill. 

It had been fuggeiied, that the 
bill was not a bill of disfranchife- 
ment, beeautfe it did not take from 
the proprictors their right to an ex- 
clufive trade. Was this trade the 
only franchife of the proprictors ? 
‘There was a property in this king- 
dom, a treechold, tor imftance, to 
which a franchife was annexed. 
The franchite might be taken away, 
yet the property remain. But 
furely the fteeholder would loudly 
and juftly complain. "The cafe was 
parallel as to Fatt India ttock. Per- 
fons poflefled of flock to a certain 
amount were cntitled to a vote upon 
every Important queition of the com- 
pany’s affairs. The purchafe money 
was more confiderable trom this in- 
trinfic value it was fuppoted to 
potitis. This privilege was to be 
taken away by the bill ; and yet it 
was afferted, that the proprietors 
would not be disfranchifed. God 
forbid that the people of England 
thould have manv [ach defenders of 
their franchites ia a Britith house of 
coutnons ! 

Nor was the bill fo objectionable 
when regarded as annihilating the 
mot jacred charters, as it was in 
the ether view in which thev be- 
held at. No, it was harmlefs as 
the a oa paper on the table, cone 
pated to the consequences thai mut 
. . 
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neceflarily follow to the liberties 
and conititution of this ‘country 
from its pafling intoalaw. ‘The 
bill was calculated to increafe the 
influence of the erown, and that 
in a degree beyond all precedent 
enormous and alarming. Seven 
commiffioners, chofen oitenfibly by 
parliament, but really by admini- 
iiration, were to involve in the 
vortex of their authority the whole 
treafure of India. ‘Theie, poured 
torth like an irrefillible torrent upon 
this country, would {weep away 
our libertics and all we could call 
eur own. If the fecretay expreil- 
ed himtelf apprehentive of the in- 
fluence of Mr. Hatiings, an indi- 
vidual unknown ia this country, 
but for his fituation in India; if he 
fhuddered at the fuppoted preva- 
lence of Afiatic intereit, under the 
name of a fubject unconnected 
with refpectable families and ex- 
tenlive factions, how much greater 
reafon was there to fear leit the 
wealth and patronage of India, 
thrown into the hands of uniting 
factions, and thefe armed with the 
powcr of the crown, fhould per- 
petuate their authority and render 
it irrefittible ? 

But the oppofition did not con- 
fine their tinctures to the intrintic 
merits of the bill. ‘They expa- 
tiated on the motives, which they 
believed to have fuggeiied its ort- 
ginalidea. The fecretary had ac- 
hnowleged himfelf to be a party 
man, and a man of ambition. 
Theie indeed were the principak 
teatures of the meafure before the 
houfe. Jt there appeared, that no- 
thing could fatisty his inordinate 
ambition, {hort of a perpetual dic- 
tatorthip. ‘They protefied to per- 
ceive in him many reipectable qua- 
lities, but they could by no means 
content to tee him exalted upoa 
the.ruins of the contlitution. ** He 
would be crowned, How that 
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misht change his nature, there’s the 
— ” This idea was placed 
in a at variety of lights, and 
illuiir ae by comparifons borrowed 
from Cefar, from Cromwel and 
from Catiline.—It appeared, that 
Ife was prepared to facrifice the 
king, the parliament, and the peo- 
ple, at the fhrine of a party. He 
defired to clevate his prefent con- 
nexions to a fituation, in which no 
political convulfions and no fhift- 
ings of power might be able to de- 
ftroy their importance, and put an 
end to their afcendancy, 

In addition to theie animadver- 
fions, it was remarked by feveral 
independ ent members, that a few 
feffions ago, they had voted that 
te influence of the crown was too 
largely increafed, and had lent 
their hand to its diminution. ‘This 
had been in fome degree effected ; 
but what was the proportion of in- 
fluence, dimmifhed by the deitruc- 
tion of a few boards, compared to 
that which would be created by the 
prefent bill? Induced by this re- 
gollection, they enumerated the 
battles they hi 1d fought in this ve- 
nerable caufe. They would not 
have been hurt in the degree in 
which they now were, if the fe- 
cretary had deferted alone, and 
had not deluded, and carried alung 
with him numbers of men, h igh 
mn the public eftimation, and with 
whom they had formerly thought 
jt an honour to aflociate. In the 
mean time they intreated Mr. Fox, 
oo it he would not hurt their feel. 
ngs by the mention of the name of 
a late noble marquis, who would 
have been among the firft to repro- 
bate a fcheme big with fuch fatal con- 
fequences. And they called upon 
thoie, who had formerly been their 
tellow foldrers, it they had any re- 
wWaining attachment to Britifh li- 
berty and the Britith confiitution, 
wif they had ever been fingere in 
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their patriotic exertions, to comé 
over and vote with them in this 
great and deciding quetiion. 

Mr. Dundas, the late lord advo- 
cate, did not object to the meature 
under confideration, becaufe it in- 
creafed the influence of the crown, 
but becaute it did what was much 
worle, created a new, enormous and 
unex ampled influence, which it 
placed in the hands of the minilet 
and his party for five years. In 
this the fecretary had out-heroded 
Herod. Mr. Dundas did not’ ac 
cufe him of deferting the caufe he 
had formerly fupported. On the 
contrary, he had gone beyond aw 
his former atchievements in ree 
ducing the influence of the crown. 
He was creating an immenfity of pas 
tronage, independent of the crown 
and of parliament, and that would 
follow him into private life. He 
was Creating a fourth citate in the 

ealm, big with the moit al irimine: 
sneitbaiants s, and that in its pro- 
ereis might overturn the crown 
and fubvert the conititution ot 
Biitain. 

Previoully to the fecond reading 
of the Eatt ladia commitiioners bill, 
# petition was prefcunted from the 
proprie tors and another trom the 
directors of company, repre- 
fenting the meafure as fubvertive ot 
their charter and operating as a 
confifcation of their property, with- 
out charging againtt them any fpe- 
cific delinquency, without trial, 
and without conviction; a pro- 
cecding contrary to the moft fi- 
cred privilege of Britith fubjects, 
They therefore prayed that the acts 
of delinquency prefumed again 
them, might. be tlated in writing, 
and a reafonable time allowed them 
to deliver in their anfwer: and that 
they might be heard by themfelves 
or their counfel, again the bill. 
Meanwhile the chairman, who was 
a friend to the fyfiem of reform, 
B 3 ; 
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and who was afterwards named ia 


the committee as one of the icven 
comm iffioners, reli ‘ned his cflice 
in the company % fervice. About 
the fame time a flate was delivered 
in, on the part of the dire tors, of 
shale pecunlary ficuation, the de- 
fign of which was to overthrow 
what had been aflerted upon that 
gp by Mr. Fox, upog the open- 
ing of the butinefs. In this et/i- 
mate they reprefented the creditor 
fide of the account as amounting 
£9 14,311,175); and they brought 
themfelves in debtors 3 in the fum of 
10,342,692], Of confequence the 
refult of their flatement was a ba- 
lance, in favour of the company, 
of 3, 8,481). 

‘Lhe arguments of the counfel 
were of courle nearly coincide it 
with thofe of the oppo! fuon. As 
foon as they were withdrawn, Mr. 
Fox roie, ‘and with much acute- 
nefs, ingenuity and detail, con- 
trov erted agreat number of the ar- 
ticles in the edimate of the direc- 
tors, Tle faid, that he was really 
furprifed, that, after the various 
objections that had been ftated to 
his fyiiem, he found himnfelf this 
day attacked upon a ground w here 
he had leatt e x pecte dit. ‘ihe vio- 
lation of charters, the defpotifm 
and Ll opprethe n of the bill we retopics, 
which he expe ted to have heard 
enlarged upon in every" poilit le 
variety of expreflion. But thefe 
grounds were nearly abandoned ; 
und now he was to be attacked on 
the lide where he felt himfeif mot 
firong. _ Yet he wo id conteis that 
he was forry he was fo ‘ro ng there, 
fince his tireneth mut! be founded 
in the weaknefs of the company. 
It was an old maxim of policy in 
times of danver from a forcien enc- 
my, to pal: it the refource: and the 
conditio not the flate in the moft 
favourabie colours; but our pre- 


fent ficuation was fuch as not te 
allow ot the praciice of theie de- 
ceptions. No effectual remedy 
could be applied, if we did not 
begin with looking that fituation 
in the face. 

The fecretary went on to fate, 
that he had objec tions to make to 
different par ts of the paper upon the 
table, to the amount ot fomething 
more than 12,9¢0,0ccl. tlerling. 
He would not athirm that they would 
carry conviction to the minds of all 
who heard him, but he would freely 
declare that they were co nvincing 
to him. 

The firft article in the account, 
heid out as the property of the com- 
pany, was the fum of .,2 0,oo0l. 
originally advanced by the com- 
pany as a contideration for the 
purchafe of their charter, and 
which was not lable to be re- 
paid, but upon the diffolution of 
the monopoly. This fum ought 
in candour to have been fiated at 
the price it would probably obtain, 
fhould the company think proper 
to feli the | ock towards the pay- 
ment of their debts. And as this 
was two fitths below the nominal 
value, he fhould conecive himielf 
intitled toa deduction of 1,680,00c1. 
The debts from France, for the 
fublit}ence of prifoi ers in the war 
which coneluded in 1762, for ex- 
pences on the Manilla expedition, 
and tor hofpital expences, amount- 
inv to g22,0rrl. were fuch as it 
was furely highly improper {0 
include in the ilatement of pro- 
perty applicable to the difcharge 
of the company *s debts. The 
next article, upon which the 
fecretary thought proper to ani- 
madvert, was that of the mere 
cha dife exported to India, but 
not arrived when the la'i accounts 


were drawn, to the amount of 
1,219,091]. He objected to 0co,00cl. 
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of this article, as confifling of mi- 
litary ttores to be confumed in In- 
alia, and therefore inc: apable in any 
form of being applied to the liqui- 
dation of their debts, The next 
article was ter the advance of 
freight to be dedutted on the ar- 
rival of their fhips, 172,334). 
‘To this article he had a very great 
and folid objection. ‘| he company 
had advanced the freight on fifty- 
three thips; of thefe rourteen had 
come home, two had been burned 
and blown up, and there re- 
mained thirty-feven, on which the 
remainine treight and demurrave 
avere ftill to be paid, at the rate ot 
gscycool. per thip. Sothat inflead 
of this fum which they had taken 


to their credit, they we! to be 
charged on the account with 
1,%co, O°l. for which they were 
bound, and wi hich eke) muf? pay. 


The feeretat ‘tired to know, what 
parhian tere have thou: rht of 
any mioiter in that houfe, who 
fhould have prefented an account 
fo miferably tallacious. ‘The tol- 
Jowing fums ot 12,3001. as the 
value of their thipping, and of 
263,516]. for their warehouies in 
this country, Mr. Fox objected to 
‘the y could not be brought 
forward but on the prefumption 
of their bankruptcy, a prefump- 
tion which he had never made, 
and which could not be taken. 
‘lo the article of 73,8241, the 
prime coft of certain cargoes on 
their paffave to Bengal, he object- 
ed in part. It was well known, 
that the company fuffered a conti- 
derable lofs upon Bengal goods ; 
and he would take this lofs at 
12,8241. ‘The cargocs trom Ben- 
gal to the — prefidencics, which 
were tlated ¢ confitted 
of military nal and the entire fum 
was tor that reafon deducted trom 
¢he acepunt by the fecretary, Up- 
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on the fame principe was ftruck 
off the fum of 680,,09!. trom the 
quick ftock at Bengal. ‘The fum 
advanced by them to the board of 
trade ought to be les by 160,000]. 
The article of 780, 281. as the 
debe due trom the a of Oude, 
Mr. Fox wilhed at once to tirike 
oft, along with every other article 
of the fame nature. He believed, 
that the feelings and the magnani- 
mity of the country would vo with 
him in faying, that they would rar 
ther be doomed ‘to pay ‘all chat the 
company owed, ill as they could 
at this tune bear it; fl as che fink- 
ing fund could fuflain the thock, 
they would rather apply to that, 
than wring it from the princes of 
the country, by aiding them in the 
oppreflion and ruin of their innos 
cent people. To the eflinat: of 
the quick ttock at Madras, Mr. 
Fox made fimilar objections, and 
by virtue of them reduced the ba- 
lance in favour of the company 
from 2,078,078 1, to little more 


than 5co,cool. From the quick 
tock at Bencoolen, he deducted 
100,002 1. which were exhautted 


in the expences of the eftablifh- 
ment. ‘The entire quick tlock at 

» Helena, 27,5181. was difallowed 
on the fame principle. The balance 
againft the company at Bombay, 
which was taken by the direétors at 
g07,0851. the fecretary increafed 
to 1,1°7,0°c¢l. There was an ad- 
ditional arrear to be taken as due 
to the army in India, beyond what 
the account ttated, of t4o,ocol. 
‘the fum of 300,000 1, due to the 
fuba of the Decan, was alfa to- 
tally omitted. Thefe objections 
taken together he confidered as 
amounting to 9,4°%¢,000l. To 
this was to be added, the fum due 
to the proprictors, 3,200,000], 
which would make the whole con- 
fiderably mere than 12,000,000 1. 
b 4 A re- 




















































































24 BRITIS 

A rejoinder to the animadver- 
fions of the fecietary was alter- 
wards delivered in by the directors. 
"Lhe difference between their repre- 
fentations of the company's ficua- 
tion, turned chiefly upon two 

ints; the firit, whether any pro- 

erty befide that which was now 
in hand, ought to be taken into 
the eflimate of available property 
for the difcharge of their debts ; 
the fecond, whether or no che ba- 
lance was to be ttruck upon the 
fuppofition of their bankruptcy, 
and the confequent fale of their 
houfes, warchoufes and fhipping. 
Another objection was ftarted to 
the fecretary’s having enumerated 
the capital of the proprictors a- 
mong the debts of the company. 
Never, it was faid, had it yin any 
former inflance been heard of, that 
the original flock of the trader 
fhould be enumerated in the cata- 
logue of his debts, and that he 
fhould be treated as infolvent un- 
lefs he were able to make up that 
ium. 

Having refuted the fallacious 
reprefentation the company had 
made of their finances, Mr. Fox 
(aid, that he was now ready to de- 
clare, that if every flilling of that 
property were real and torthcom- 
ing, a bill of the nature of the 
prefent would not be the lefs ne- 
ceflary. He trutled, that the mea- 
fure he had the honour to intro- 
duce, would not be fo far degraded, 
as for it to be faid for a moment, 
that it originated in the poverty of 
the company. If any mifunder- 
flanding had hitherto taken place 
upon that head, he trufled, that 
it would ceafe henceforth, and that 
fo odious a libel upon this country 
would not pafs current, as that 
fordid motives only had induced 
the government of England to do 
that, which we were bound to do 
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as politicians, a3 Chriflians, and a 
men, by every confideration which 
made a nation refpectable, great 
and ylorious. 

‘Yhe bill had been combated up- 
on various principles ; but to the 
hour he was fpeaking, it had not 
been canvafled upon its own in- 
trinfic merits. ‘ihe nature and 
{ubitance of thefe attacks, he con- 
firued as the ftrongeit comment 
upon the excellence of the mea. 
{ure. Jt a more rational oppoti- 
fition could be made toit, no doubt 
it would have been made. Such 
as they were however, he would 
endeaveur to remove the dithcul. 
tics that had been created. 

Much had been iaid refpecting 
the violation ot charters. ‘The 
novelty of the proceedings now 
under confideration, had been 
mentioned. Certainly perfons who 
talked thus had never read the 
other acts, by which the compar 
ny’s charters had been altered to a 
great extent. ihe regulating act 
of 1773, had effected various 
changes, and had given the whole 
military and civil government to pare 
liamentary commiffioners, though 
untortunately to comimuiifioners in 
india. ‘I he different acts by which 
the dividends of the company had 
been retlrained, had pointed di, 
rectly at their commercial concerns 
and had affected their property. 
The neceffity, in the prefent fitua- 
tion of aflairs, of fome alteration ot 
the reigning fyflem had been ual 
verfally acknowleged, and his op- 
ponents had warned the houde a- 
gaintt palliatives and half-mealures. 
He would be glad to hear how it 
was potlible to adopt a new fy fle 
by parliamentary authorim , with, 
out ttriking at thofe charters which 
intitled the company to continue 
the old one. 

‘The plea of neceflity was there. 
tole 
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fore the plea to which he had ad- 
verted. But it had been objected 
to him, that neceflity was the creed 
of flaves. He would tell thote ob- 
yectors, that it was alfo che creed 
ot freemen. Lvery fyllabie that 
had been uttered, re{pecting the 
intangibility of claims nfade \ene- 
rable by prefeription and parch- 
ments, Was a battery avainu the 
main pillars of the Britith contti- 
tutions No man would athrm, that 
a ftrult toa company ol merchants 
tiood upon the fol. ma and fanct- 
fied ground, by which a trutt was 
committed to a monarch. ‘Lhe ar- 
sums ents therefore of his opponents 
might have been adopted with ad- 
ditional propriety by king James 
the Second. He m iht have claim- 
ed the property of dominton ; but 
what had been the lanvuage of the 
peoples * ‘¢No, you have no property 
in dominion. Pominion was veited 
in you, as it isin every chief magit- 
trate, for the benelit ot the com- 
munity to be governed. It was a 
fucred trutt de ‘legated by compact, 
You have abuied the truit. You 
have excre:fed dominion tor the 
purpofes of \ exation and tyranny, 


not of contort, protection and 
yood order. \We theretore refume 
the power which was oripinaliy 


ours. We recur to the fi itt prin- 
ciple of all government, the will 
of the many; and it is our will 


that you fh: ie no longer abufe your 
dominion.” 

Under the head of influence, 
Mr. Fox animadverted upon the 
inconfifient objections of Mr. 0 wh 
das and the country gentlemc 
It had been charged upon him ‘en 
the latter, that all be had form erly 
done in reducing the influence of 
the crown was nothing, compared 
with the immenfe acceflion ot power 
that he was now acquiring tor it. 
Certain however it was, that this 





WISTORY. 


25 
bill as little augmented the influ- 
ence of the crown, as any meaiure 
that could be deviled for the po 
vernment of ondia, with the ftiight- 
eit promife of fucccts. “The very 
genus of intluence confitted ia 
hope or tear, fear of lofing what 
we had, or hope ot euining more, 
Make the commitlioners removeable 
at will, and you fet all the little 
pailions of human nature afloat. 
Inveit them with power, upon the 
fame tenure as the Brith judges 
held their flation, removeable up- 
on delinguency, punifhable upoa 
guilt, but tearlets of power if they 
difcharge their trutl, and they will 
be huble to no feducement, and 
will execute their tunctions with 
glory to themiclves, and for the 
common good of the country and 
mankind. 

i he fecretary intreated the houfe 
to compare the bill now upon their 
tuble, with the bill brought in dur- 
incr the lait fellion by the lord ad- 
vocate of Scotland. ‘The bill of 
Mr. Dundas _— created an ay- 
bitrary and detpotic power in one 
man over mi ert ot his tellow- 
creatures, not in Eneland, where 
the remedy was always eafy and at 
hand, but in the Katt Indies, the 
feene of every mifchief, fraud and 
violence. ‘The bill of the preced- 


ing feffion aflorded the moft ex- 
tenfive lantude for malverfation ; 
the bill before the houfe evarded 


il imaginable pre- 
caution, It prefume: d the poitibi- 
lity of bad adininitiration; for 
every word in it breathed lufpicion, 
It fuuppofed that men were but 
men; it confided in no i; ategrity ; 
it trutied no character: it anne red 
refponfibility, not only to every 
action, but even to the inaction of 
the powers it created. Mr. Dun- 
das had remarked, that he would 
have been better pleated with the 


bill 


avaintt it with 
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bill had it confided the affairs of 
India to a new fecretary of ftate, 
or had it even blended them with 
the bulinefs of Mr. Fox’s office. 
Mr. Fox begged to fubmit it to his 
audience, what would hive been 
the provable comments of the other 
fide of ‘he houfe, had cither or 
thefe propolitions originated with 
him. 

But, faid Mr. Dundas, I have no 
appreheniions trom the tendency 
of this bill to augment the influ- 
ence of the crown; the object of 
my tern r is the influence it creates 
in Oppolition to the crown ; the 
novel principle it eftabliihes of an 

ienderium in iniperioe tO was 10 pol- 
fible, as the fecretary conceived, 
for Mr. Dusdas to have fo detpica- 

le an idea of the good fente of 
that houfe, as to e»pect the flight- 
eit attention to this remark, It 
was intended only ‘or the people 
without doors. But even there it 
would produce no effect. The 
multitude knew the fallacy of it as 
well as the learned gen itleman him- 
felf. ‘They hnew that the diffolu- 
tion of the Latt-India pany 
had been withed for teores of years, 
by many good men in this country, 
for the very reafon that it was an 
dmiPer ium ih The wortt fpe- 
covernment Was that which 
could run counter to all the ends 
of its intiicution with impunity. 

Nothing could poffib'y create the 
fimallett expectation of bene"t, in 
any perion who und ritood the fi- 
tuation of India, but a fyitem of 
permanency, Allowing, for argue 
ment’s fake, to the governor gene- 

ral of ‘ndia, under Mr. Dundas’s 
bill. the m it unlimited and fupe- 
ior a es, with foundnels of 
heart and integrity the mott un- 
queitionable ; what fair hope could 
be ¢nte itaine d of the rae of his 
projects, when perhaps — before 
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he could enter upon the executioa 
of one of them he might be re. 
called, in confequence of one of 
thote changes im adminiliration, 
which of late years had been {o free 
quent ? ¢ It,” added the feeretary, 
‘¢ the difpenfers of the plan tor go- 
verning !ndia, (a place trom which 
the aniwer of a letter cannot be 
expected in lefs than twelve months) 
have not greater ttability in their 
fituations than a Britith mi iniftry, 
adieu to all hopes of rendering our 
Katlern territories of any advan- 
tace to this country; adieu to 
every expectation of purifying the 
Indian fyttem, of retorm, of im- 
provement, of regulating the trade 
upon its proper ‘principles, of re- 

ettablifhing the natives in comfort, 
a of fecuring the perpetuity of 
thefe bleilings by the cordial recon- 
cilement of the Indians with their 
former tyrants, upon terms of 
amity, friendfhip and fellow fhip.” 
As to the circumitance of the com- 
miffioners being nominated by par- 
liament in the firit in@ance, it was 
fo far from being any thing new, 
violent and alarming, that the 
houfe would recollect that in no 
parliamentary commiffion down to 
the commiffioners of the land-tax, 
had it ever been ctherwife. 

The {ccretary had already fpok en 
of himfe!f, and he mutt add fome 
other obfervations on the fame fub- 


ject. ‘The houfe wou'd fee that 


the aukward tafk was rendered in- 


di‘penible, infinitely more having 
been faid concern ng him in thete 
debates, than concerning the quet- 
tion which was the proper fubject 
of dvitation. He had been charg- 
ed with defe tion and apo!lacy from 
thofe principles of liberty upon 
the former aflertion of which he 
was now fo highly comp! imented. 
In reply to this charge he would 
afiert, that were they to fearch the 
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yiflory of his life, they would find 
that rhe periv «i of it, in which he 
had tiruggied moit for the real, fubs 
i ‘al caute of hberty, was that 

ery moment. What was the moit 
odious ipeei cs ot tyranny f Pre- 
cifely thac which the bill was ine 
tended to annitilate: that a hand- 
ful of men, tree themielves, thould 
execute the moit baie and abomin- 
able detpotifm over millions of 
their fellow-creatures, that inno- 
cence fhould be the victim of op- 
preilion, that indutiry thould toil 
jor rapine, that the harmlefs lar 
bourcr fhould iwea:, not for his own 
benefit, but tor the h UxUty and rae 
pacity of ty) rannic depredi ation ; In 
a word, that thirty maillicns of men 
pifted by providence with the or- 
dinary endowments of hun lanity, 
jhould groan under a fyt'em of def- 
?' ifm unmatched in all the hitlo- 
ries of the world. 

But the charge was {till repeated, 
and that fide et the houfe \, ere de- 
ferters. A few cold and di‘aik cted 
members fell off, then turned about, 
and to pallate their own detfeciion, 
called the bedy of the army de- 
ferters! They had not deferted ; 
here they were a firm phalanx, 
Deierted indced they had been in 
the moment of difaiter, but never 
dejected, an id feldom complaining. 
Some of thofe who rofe upon their 
wreck, and who eagerly grafped 
the power they had had the labour 
of erecung, now cailed them de- 
ferters. They retorted the term 
with juft indignation, But an ho- 
nourable gentleman had advited 
Mr. Fox not to mention the name 
of the marquis of Rockingham, 
who would never have counte- 
nanced a bill of this hind. This 


wus, indeed, impofirg hard condi- 
tions on thofe who had ftuftereda. 
fort of political martyrdom in the 
gaufe of that nobleinan, and had 
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furrendered pomp and power rather 
than remain, where his principles 
ceafed to be tafhionable, and were 
withering into contempt. At no 
period ot his lite did Mr. Fox inen- 
tion the marquis. with more conh- 

dence, than at this moment, when 
he faid, that his foul {poke in every 
line of the bill before the houie, 
for his foul fpoke in every meafure 
of virtue, wifcom, humane policy, 
an@ ni anit honour. 

A game otf a twofold quality 
was plaving by the other fide of 
the houfe upon this occalion, to 
which he hoped the houle, and he 
hoped the kingdom would attend. 
They were endeavouring to injure 
admimitration through two chan- 
nels at the fae time; through a 
certain great quarter, and through 
the people. ‘They ‘were attempt- 
ing ;oulam the fir, by afferting, 
that the bill increafed the influence 
of minifiry aguinit the crown , and 
they were roufing the people under 
an idea that it increated the indu- 
ence of the crown againft them. 
‘That they would fail in both, he 
doubred not. In the great quarter 
he trufted, they were well under- 
flood, aad the princely mind of 
that hi-h perfon was a fecurity a- 
ganft their devices: they were 
running iwittly to take off what- 
ever little impoliion might have 
been put upon any part even of 
the mulatude. tie withed to ref 
character of the public 
under ianding trom the contemptu- 
ous imptication that it was capable 
of being guliied by fuch artifices. 
He felt for h’s country’s honour 
when he faid, that F neoliliaiion: free 
themiclves, and tond of giving free- 
dom to others, difdained fuch ftra- 
tagems, and were equally above 
the fillinefs of crediting the revilers 
of this act, as above “the baienels 
ot confederacing and making a com- 
mona 


cue the 


mon caufe with thofe, who would 
fupport a fyitem that difhonoured 
the country, and kept thirty mil- 
lions of the human race in wretch- 
nefs. He made allowance for the 
hare brained delufions of tolly and 
ignorsnce, and the effects of deugn. 
‘Yo fuch evils every meature was 
liable, and every man mutt expect 
a portion of the confequence. But 
tor the ferious and grave determi- 
nations of the public judgment he 
had the highett value; he ever 
had, and ever fhould have. If it 
were a weaknels, he confefled it, 
that to lofe the good opinion of the 
meaneft man gave him fome pain ; 
gud whatever triumph his encmics 
could derive trom fuch a frame ot 
mind, they were welcome to. But 
he would mfk his all upon the ex- 
cellence of this bill. Ele would 
rifk upon it whatever was motl dear 
to him, whatever men moil valued, 
the character of integrity, of ta- 
lents, of honour, of prefent repu- 
tation and future fame: thefe he 
would ftake upon the centtitutional 
fafety, the enlarged policy, the 
equity and wifdom of tiis meat re. 
And he had no fear, when he faid 
(whatever might be the fae of its 
wuthors) that this bill would pro- 
duce to this country every bletling 
of commerce and revenue ; and tha 
by extending a gencrous and hu 
mane governmentoverthofe millions 
whom the inferutable difpenfations 
of providence had placed under us 
in the remoteit regions of the carth, 
it would confecrate the name of 
England among the noblett of na- 
tions. 

The fpeech of Mr. Burke upon 
this grand, turning point of the 
then adminiftration, Was perha Ss 
the molt beautiful, fublime and 
finifhed compofition, that his tludics 
and his labours had produced. He 
declared himfelf a little concerned 
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to perceive the fpirit and temper in 
which the debate had been all along 
purfued upon one fide of the houle, 
The declamation of gentlemen who 
oppoted the bill had been abundant 
and vehement; bur they had been 
refervea, and even filent, about its 
fitue!s or untitnefs to obtain the ob- 
jectit had in view. By fome it was 


taken up (by way of exercife he 


prefumed) asa point ot law on a 
quettion of private property and 
corporate franchile; by others it 
was regarded as the petty intrigue 
of a faction at court, and areued 
merely as it tended to fet this man 
a littl higher, or thata little lover, 
in fituation and power. The void 
had been filled up with invectives 
againit coalition ; with allufions to 
the lofts of America; with the ae. 
tivity and inactivity of minitters. 
The intereft and well-being of the 
people of India, the intereit which 
this nation had in the commerce 
and revenues of that country, could 
fearcely obtain the attention of a 
moment. It was not right, it was 
not worthy of that houfe in this 
manner to depreciate the value, to 
degrade the majetty of th’s grave 
deliberation of policy and empire. 
‘the clauns of the Eaft India 
company under its charters bad 
been aflertedin very lofty language, 
and had been mentioned by the 
phrafe of the chartered rights of 
men. The phrafe, Mr. Burke ob- 
ferved, was full of affectation and 
anbiguty. ‘She rights of men, 
that is, the natural rights of man- 
kind, were indeed facred things ; 
and for any public meafure mf 
chievoufly to affect them, ought ta 
be an objection fatal to the mea- 
fure, even if no charter could be 
fet up againitit. If thefe naturel 
rights were farther affirmed by exs 
preis covenants, they were in a itil 
better condition ; they partook not 
’ only 
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only of the fanctiry of the object, 
bur of the folemnity ot that public 
tuith by which they were fecured. 
Such were the charters of hing 
John and king Heory the third; 
and thefe charters had made the 
very name dear to the heart of an 
Englifhman. But there were char- 
ters, not only ditfcrent from thefe, 
but formed on principles the very 
reverfe of theirs. The nghts they 
communicated (to {peak ot them 
in terms of the greateit potiible mo- 
deration) did at leaft fufpend the 
natural rights of mankind at large, 
and were liable to tall into a direct 
violation of them. Such wasthe 
charter of the Katt India company, 
It was fiamped by the taith of the 
hing; it was flamped by the taith 
of parliament ; it had been bought 
for money, honettly and tairly, 
paid; it had been bought for 
valuable confideration, over and 
ever again. More than this could 
not be aflerted by the moft ttre- 
nuous advocates the company had 
to boat. 

It was true however of every 
{pecies of political dominion, and 
every defeription of commercial 
privilege, none of which were ori- 
sinal rights, or grants tor the mere 
benetit of the holders, that they 
were in the ftricteit fenfe a trutt; 
that the perfons to whom they were 
delegated were accountable, and 
that they were liable totally to 
ceafe, when they fubttantially va- 
ried trom the purpofes of their ex1- 
fience. ‘The very charter, which 
was held out to exclude parlisment 
trom al interterence, was the thing 
which at once gave a title, and im- 
pofed a duty upon them, to-inter- 
tere in all cafes of flagrant malvere 
dation, Parliament had fold, it was 
admitted, all they bad a night to 
ell ;“that 1s, their atthority, not 
their control, They had not a 
right toumake a market of their 
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duties: and pailively to bear with 
oppreflions committed under the 
{fanction of their authority, was, in 
truth and reafon, to be an accome 
plice in the abute. 

The tlrong admiffion, Mr. Burke 
was confcious, that he had made 
ot the company’s rights, bound him 
to doa great deal. He ought to be 
able to thow that the object affected 
by the abufe was great and impor- 
tant, that the abule was habitual 
and of confiderable magnitude, and 
that without an entire change of 
fyitem it was utterly incurable. All 
this ought to be made as vilible to 
him as the light of the fun, betore 
he would ttrike off an atom of the 
charter. His reluctance for the 
fake of a theory, however {pecious, 
to the deitroying any eftablithed 
fytiem of government, was infupere 
able. 

After having ftated the extent of 
territory and population, which 
was the object ot this bill, Mr. 
Burke defcribed the quality and 
character of the inhabitants. The 
did not confit of an abject and bar- 
barous populace; much lefs of 
gangs of lavages, like the Guaranies 
and Chiquitos, who wandered on the 
borders of the river of Amazons 
or the Plate. They were a people 
for ages civilized and cultivated ¢ 
cultivated by all the arts of polithed 
lite, while we were yet in the woods, 
‘There had been (aid itll the fkele- 
tons remained) princes once of 
great dignity, authority and opu- 
lence. There were to be found the 
chiets of tribes and nations. There 
was to be found an ancient and ve- 
nerable pricithood, the depofitary 
of their laws, learning and hi- 
{tory, the guides of the people 
while living, and their confolation 
in death ; a nobility of great anti- 
quity and renown; a multitude of 
cities, not exceeded in population 
and trade by thofe of the firit clafs 

in 
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in Europe : merchants and bankers, 
individual houfes of whom had : nce 
vied with the bank of Enyland, 
whofe credit had often fupported a 
tottering ftate, and preferved their 
governments in the midit of war 
and defolation; millions of tnge- 
nious manufacturers and mechanics, 
millions of the moft diligent, and 
not the leaft intelligent tillers of the 
earth. Here were to be found al- 
mott all the religions profefled by 
men, the Bramincal, the Muffui- 
man, the eailern and the weftern 
Chriiiian. 

In deferibing the magnitude and 
atrocity of the abule, Mr. Burke 
aifirmed, with refpeét to the con- 
duct of the company towards powers 
and flates independent, or that not 
long fince were fuch, that there 
was not a fingle prince, fate, or 
potentate, with whom they had 
come into contact, whom they had 
not fold ; that there was nota finele 
treaty they had ever made which 
they had not broken; and that 
there was not a tingle prince or 
flate that had ever put any truit in 
the company, and was nor utterly 
ruined, Mr. Burke’s firtt inttance 
was in the Great Mogul, the de- 
feendant of ‘Tamerlane. This high 
perfonage, as high as human vene- 
ration could look at, was |.y every 
account, amiable in his manners, 
refpectable for his piety according 
to his mode, and accomplifhed in 
all the oriental literature. Money 
was coined in his name; in his 
name juftice wa) adminiitered; he 
was prayed for in every temple 
through the countr es we poffi tied 
—but he had been fold. To this 
example Mr. Burke added the fale 
ot the Rohillas, thofe of the nabob 
of Bengal, of the polygars, of the 
Maratta empire, of Ragob. the pre- 
tender to that empire, and of the 
fuba of the Decan, ‘he tranfac- 
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tions in the beginning, and during 
the whole courfe ot the Maratta 
war, furnifhed a very copious lift 
of inflances under the fecond head, 

In regard to the ruin of fuch 
princes as had confided in the com- 
pany, the hou!e would be pleafed 
to look to the hitiory and prefent 
condition of the nabob of Oude. 
In the year 1779 this country had 
been afilicted with a general famine ; 
a calamity which was known to relax 
the feverity even of the mott ri- 
gorous governinent, In this fitua- 
tion the prefident of Bengal had 
pot an ablolute negative upon the 
reprefeniation of the prince, add- 
ing, that perhaps expedients might 
be found tor affording him a gradual 
relief, but that thefe could not be 
applied at once, and that their effect 
mutt be ditiant. ‘This cittant re- 


lief however never arrived, and 
the country was ruined. Mr, Hatt- 
ings acknowleged, that the “ event 


had proved the reverfe of his hopes, 
and had yielded nothing but accu- 
mulation of dittrets, debafement 
and diilatistaction to the nabob, and 
difappointment and diferace to him- 
felt.” But in the midit of this 
crand waite ot the company’s do- 
minion, one country, like an ifland, 
fill bore the marks of fertiliry and 
plenty. ‘© The whole of his coun- 
try, fay the enemies of its unfor- 
tunate prince, is what the whole 
country of the Rohillas was, cul- 
tivated like a earden, without one 
neglected fpot in it. Fizulla was 
fuppofed, in the courfe of a few 
years, to have doubled the popu- 
ation avid revenues of his country.” 
Dr. Switt had fomewhere faid, that 
he who could make two blades of 
grafs grow, where but one grew be- 
fore, was a greater benefactor to 
the human race than all the poll 
ticlans that ever exifled., {his 
prince, who would have been deified 
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by antiquir y, Who would have been 
ranked with Ofiris, and Bacchus 
and Ceres, and the divinities moit 
propitious to men, was for thefe 
very merits attacked by the com- 
pany’s government as a cheat, a 
robber and a traitor. His  terri- 
tory, imaller in extent than the 
county of Norfolk, already ee to 
the Britith government 16. l. 
per annum, and a demand w as now 
made upon it to the amount of 
oo,ocel. more. The fituation of 
farackabad appeared to be fimilar 
to that of the territories of Fizulla. 
To this might be added, the affair 
of the polygats, and the fituation 
of the prince who had ruined the 
polygars, Mahomet .\li Khan. The 
ttory of the raja of Benares, and 
of the princefles of Oude were allo 
related by Mr. Burke with much 
warmth of colouring. 

From the conduct of the com- 
pany towards the independe nt pow- 
ers and ftares that furrounded them, 
the houfe would turn to the trua- 
tion of the countries immediately 
under the charter government. In 
the year 1772, and about the time 
in which Mr. Haitines had become 
prefident ot Bengal, thete provinces 
were laid walte with a tamine. ‘he 
fuccour, which the new prefident 
and council lent to the afflicted na- 
tion—was it poffible to belicve the 
relation ?—was the fettne up the 
landed interett ot a whole kingdom, 
of a kingdom to be compared 
France, to public auction. No pre- 
ference had been given tothe ancient 
proprictors. ‘They mutt bid againtt 
every ufurer, every temporary ad- 
venturer, every jobber and fchemer, 
every fervant of every European, 
or, they hed been obliged to con- 
tent rhemfelves, in Jieu of their exe 
ten .ve domains, with their houfe, 
and tuch a penfion as the fiate 
@ucuoneers thought fit to affign. 
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Another reform had fince come 
uyon the back of the firit, a new 
fchene of ceconomy had taken 
place, and had deprived them of 
the penfion. The menial fervants 
of knglifhmen, perfons, whofe 
fathers they would not have tec 
with the dogs of their flock,”” en- 
tered into their patrimonial ‘lands, 
Mr. Hattings’s banian, after thjs 
auction, had been found poffefied 
of territories yielding a rent of 
140,000. 

A total revolution in the year 
r781 hod alfo taken place in the na- 
tive adminifiration of juftice. In 
one of the ufual freaks of legitlation, 
the council of Bengal had trans. 
ferred the judicature, till then ex- 
ercifed by the principal Muffulmen, 
to a body conittituted of certain 
Enelith fervants of the company, 
and the Gentoo zemidars ot the 
country, who had never petitioned 
for it, and, for any thing that ap- 
pe ared, never defired the boon. 
‘The natives however had foon 
the confolation of perceiving that 
the Englith government fared no 
better. A board of juttice and re- 
venue had been planned by the pre- 
fident and council in 1972, ‘and fofar 
ratified by the court of directors, that 
they vave precife orders that no alte- 
ration fhould be made in it without 
their content. Io this conftiturion 
(whether in other refpects good or 
evil) there had been authority, 
communication, mutual check, and 
control. They had been obliged to 
enter on their minutes their reafons 
ard diffents; fo that a man of di- 
I vence and tolerable fugacity, fite 
ting in London, might be able from 
them to form fome judgment of the’ 
fpirit of what was going on en the 
fartheft bank of the Ganges and 
Burrampooter. This conftitution 
however, without any previous 
fiep, at one tlroke, by the autho 
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rity of a fingle individual, had been 
fwept away. The chiet of each 
council, and one European col- 
lector of revenue, only remained. 
‘Their continuance was publicly de- 
clared to be only temporary and 

rmiflive. A committee had been 
tormed in Calcutta, to whom not 
only the funttions of all the inte- 
rior, but even thofe of the fupreme 
adminiitration of revenue were de- 
legated. In the abfcure and filent 
gulf of this committee every thing 
was now buried. The thickcit 
fhades of night furrounded the? 
tranfactions. ‘The directors, who 
had dared to talk with fuch con- 
fidence of their revenues, knew 
nothing about them. What ufed 
to fill volumes was now comprifed 
under a few dry heads on a thect 
ot paper. The judicial inflitution 
had undergone a fimilar change, 
and judges were placed at the head 
of each court taken trom the junior 
fervants of the company. 

Mr. Burke proceeded to point 
out a few of the wany lines of dif- 
feronce, which were to be found 
betweea theviecs of the company’s 
government and thofe of the con- 
querors Wao preceded us in India. 
The feveral irruptions ot Arabs, 
Tartars and Perfians had been 
for the greater part wafteful in the 
extreme : our entrance into the do- 
muinion had been with tinall compa- 
rative eflufion of blood, and was 
lets effected by open force than by 
Various frauds and delulions, But 
the difference in favour of the firi 
conquerors was this; the Afiatic 
conquerors had fooy abated of their 
ferocity, becaufe they made the 
conquered country their own. Fa- 
thers there depoiited the hopes of 
their poilerity, and children there 
_ beheld the monuments of their fa- 
thers. Povdty, ttcrility and de- 
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folation were not a recreating pro. 
{pect to the eye of man, and tew 
there were who could bear to grow 
old among the curfes of a whole 
people. If their paffion or their 
avarice drove the ‘tartar lords to 
acts of rapacity or tyranny, there 
had been time enough in the fhort 
lite of man to repair the defolations 
of war by the arts of magnificence 
and peace. But under the Englith 
government all this order was re- 
verfed. Our conquett there, after 
twenty years, Was as crude as it had 
been the firit day. The natives 
fearcely knew what it was to fee 
the grey head of an Englifhman, 
Young men (boys almoft) governed 
there witlrout fociety and without 
fympathy with the nativess ‘They 
had no more focial habits with the 
people than if they (till refided in 
England, nor indeed any fpecies 
of intercourte, but that which was 
neceffary to the making a fudden 
fortune with a view to a remote 
fettlement. Animated with all the 
avarice of age, and all the impe- 
tuofity of youth, they rolled in one 
atter another, wave after wave; 
and there was nothing before the 
eyes of the natives but an endlefs, 
hopelets proipect of new flights of 
birds of prey and pafiage, with 
appetites continually renewing for 
a tood that was continually waiting. 
very rupee of profit made by an 
Englifhman was lott for ever to In- 
dia. With us were no reertbutory 
fupertiitions, by which a founda- 
tion of charity compenfated for 
ages tothe poor, for the rapine and 
injuttice of a day, With us no 
pride erected flately monuments, 
Which repaired the mifchiefs pride 
had produced, and adorned a coun- 
try out of its own fpoils. England 
had erected no churches, no ho- 
ipitals *, no palaces, no fchools; 


* Mr. Burke excepted the trifling foundation at Calcutta. 
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Rngland had built no bridges, made 


no high roads, cut no navigat:ons, 
dug no re‘ervoirs. Every other 
conqueror of every other deferip- 
tion had lett fome monument cither 
of ttate or beneficence behind him. 
Were we to be driven out of India 
this day, nothing would remain to 
tell that it had been pofletied, dur- 
ing the ingloriows period of our 
dominivn, by any thing berterthan 
the ouran-outant v or the tyger. 

‘The commercial cond‘t*t of the 
comp: iny had not been a whit more 
—- and judicious than their 
cond flatefmen. ‘They had 
Pp: aid no attention to the te 
vf buying cheap and felling dear ; 
they ha id. been prodigal in their 
contracts ; they had made no pro- 
vilion Sor the bills which were 
drawn upon them ; 
that accuracy, which was efiential 
toa merchant, they had invented 
a new principle of account upon 
honour, which in reality amounted 
to an entire annihilation of the 
principle of all accounts. 

Mr. Burke proceeded to examine 
the laf quell ion he had tlated, whe- 
ther in its prefent ftate the govern- 
ment of the Eatl India company 
was abfolutely incorrigible. Under 
this head he declared, that if the 
court of direCtors had not uni- 
formly condemned every act which 
that houfe or any of its committees 
had condemned, if the language 
in Which they had expreffed their 
difapprobation had not been more 
indignant than any ever employed 
in that houfe, he fhould have en- 
tertained fome hopes. But when 
he reflected on the uniformity ot 
their fupport to the objects of their 
uniform cenfure, and the ftate of 
infignificance and difgrace to which 
all of thofe had been reduced whom 
they approved, and that even utter 
ruin and premature death had been 
1784. 
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among the fruits of their favour, 
he mutt be convinced that in this 
cafe, as in all others, hypocrify 

was the only vice that never could 
he cured. The death of colonel 
Monfon and fir John Clavering, 
and the difyrace of Mr. Francis, 
men who had been fent out to re- 
form the abutes of the company "3 
government, and whofe conduct had 
received their uniform applaufe, 
amply confirmed this obfervatione 
But worle, far worle, had been 
the fate of the poor creatures, the 
natives ot India, whom the hypo- 
crify of the company had betrayed 
into complaint of oppreffion and 
difcovery of peculation. The firlt 
woman in Beneal, a perfon of 
princely rank, who had paid above 
200,.0cl. a year quit-rent to the 
ftate, was, according to very cre- 
dible information, fo completely 
bergared by her thoughtlets truit 
in the company’s honour, as to 
ftand in need of the relief of alms. 
The affair of Nundcomar was well 
known. an infult on every 
thing whieh India held refpectable 
and “facred, he had been hanged, 
for a pretended crime, upon an ca 

poft facto Britith act of parliament, 

in the midft of his evidence againtt 
Mr. Haftings. The accufer they. 
faw hanged, The culprit, withs 
out acquittal or enquiry , triumphed 
onthe ground of that murder; a 
murder not of Nundcomar only, 
but of all living teitimony, and of 
evidence yet unborn. From that 
time not a complaint had been heard 
from the natives againft their go- 
vernors. All the. grievances of 
India had found a complete re- 
medy. 

‘this had been their conduét, 
and it had been the refult of the 
alteration which was infenfibly 
made in their conftitution. The 


company, in the fenfe in which it 
’ was 
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was formerly underftood, had no 
exiftence. ‘The ftock was of no 
value, whether it were the quali- 
fication of a director or proprietor, 
and it ws impoffible it fhould. A 
director’s qualification might be 
worth about 2,500l. and the in- 
tereft was about 160l. ayear. Ot 
what value was that to him, whofe 
fon, before he was in Bengal two 
months, fold the grant of a fingle 
contract for 40,0001? Accordingly 
the flock was bought up in quali- 
fications; and its end was to fup- 
port againit juttice fome man of 
power who had made an obnoxious 
fortune in India, and to obtain in 
return his patronage, that he might 
our the fpoils of the Eali, * bar- 
ac pearl and gold,” on their 
children and dependents. Mr. Ha- 
ftings had informed us, that he had 
two hundred and fifty of that kind 
of raw materials, who expected to 
be fpeedily manufactured into this 
merchantable quality. He had two 
hundred and fitty young gentlemen, 
fome of them of the beit families 
in England, as hottages for the 
good behaviour of that houfe, and 
ot his conflituents; and, loaded 
for years as he had been with the 
execrations of the natives, and the 
cenfures of the directors, and ftruck 
and blafted with refolutions of that 
houfe, he fiill maictained the mott 
defpotic power ever known in India. 
The fervants in India were no 
longer appointed by the directors, 
but the Tooter were chofen by 
them. The houfe in Leadenhall- 
ftreet was nothing more than an 
exchange for their agents, factors 
and deputies, to take care of their 
affairs, and fupport their interefts. 
Mr. Burke went on to anfwer 
fome of the objections that had 
been raifed ugainitthe bill, With 
re{pect to the increafe of the in- 
fluence of the crown, he was not 
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obliged to have recourfe to this ex 
pedient. Much, very much the 
contrary. But if he were unable 
to correct a fyitem of oppreffion and 
tyranny, that went to the utter 
ruin of millions of his fellow-crea- 
tures and fellow-fubjects, without 
fome increafe of that influence, he 
was there ready to declare, that he, 
who had been active to reduce it, 
fhould at leaft be as active and ftre- 
nuous to reifore it again. He was 
no iover of names; he contended 
for the fubflance of good and pro- 
tecting government, let it come 
from what quarter it would. He 
concluded Ins fpeech with a beau- 
tiful and animated panegyric upon 
the mover of the bill. He confetled 
he auticipated with joy the reward 
of thofe whofe whole confequence, 
power and authority exifted onl 
for the benefit of mankind; and he 
carried hts mind to all the people, 
and all the names and defcriptions, 
that, relieved by this meafurey 
would blefs the labours of that par- 
liament, and the confidence which 
the beit houfe of commons had 
given to him who beft deferved it. 
The little cavils of party would not 
be heard where freedom and hap- 
pinefs would be felt. There was 
not a tongue, a nation, a religion 
in India, which would not blets the 
prefiding care and manly benefi- 
cence of that houfe, and of him 
who propofed to them this great 
work. Their names would never 
be feparated before the throne of 
the divine goodnefs, in whatever 
language, or with whatever rites 
pardon was afked for fin, and re- 
ward tor thofe who imitated the 
godhead in his univerfai bounty to 
his creatures. 

The bill was oppofed, in the 
courfe of thefe debates, among 
others, with much afperity by fir 
James Lowther, Mr. —- 
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Mr. T. Pitt, Mr. Powys, Mr. Mar- 
tin, the marquis of Graham, Mr. 
Jenkinfon, Mr. Arden, Mr. W. 
| Grenville, Mr. Beaufoy, Mr. Wil- 
- berforce, lord Mulgrave, and Mr. 
Wilkes. It was warmly fupported 
by Mr. Lee, Mr. Ertkine, Mr. 
Adam, Mr. Courtenay, Mr. Rigby, 
lord Maitland, fir Henry Fletcher, 
the chairman, and Mr. Wilkinfon, 
one of the directors of the Eaft 
India company. During the pro- 
grefs of the bill, a petition was pre- 
tented by the mayor and common 
council of the city of London, 
praying that it might not pats into 
: a law. In the committte it was 
, determined that the commiifioners 
fhould not be difqualified trom fit- 

ting in the houfe of commons; but 

the ame privilege was not extend- 

‘ ed to the affiftants. Upon the mo- 


 § tion of fir William Dolben, the du- 
a ration of the bill was fixed to the 
| term of four years. Befide the op- 


= 
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pofition it encountered with regard 
to its principle, much ae poe 


was made of the indecent hatle with 
which it was carried through the 
; houle. It was fupported, however, 
through all its ftages by a confider- 
‘ able majority of members. ‘The 
divifion, upon the fecond reading, 
. Was, ayes 217, nocs 103; mMajo- 
rity, 114. 
7 On the ninth of December, Mr. 
, Fox, attended by a great number 
z of members, preientes d the bill at 


¢ : the bar of the houie of lords. Upon 
' this occafion earl ‘Temple declared, 


. that he was happy to embrace the 
. frit opportunity of entering his 
# proteit againit fo infamous a bill, 
iS againtt a firetch of power fo truly 
a alarming, that went near to feize 

upon the mott ineftimable part of 
e our coniitution, our chartered 
Ls rights. ‘Yhe duke of Richmond 
uF rofe on the fame tide, and iniifled 
a much upon the inconfiflent con- 
ae 
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duct of the whig part of the pre- 
fent adminiftration, which ‘he il- 
luilratedfrom the proteits figned 
with their names, amd entered ypon 
the journals of the houfe of lords, 
againit the regulating bill of 1773. 
Lord Thurlow expreffed himielf 

with much decifion. He obferved, 
that, in the firit inftance, the bill 
was a moft atrocious violation of 
private property; a proceeding 
which touched ever Pgh 
to the bone, and could only be j 
tified by the ftrongeft nece . 
This neceffity, he faid, mutt 
fully and fairly proved by evidence 
brought to the bar of that houfe, 
and fot by reports from a com- 
mittee, to which he fhould pay as 
much attention as he would te the 
adventures of Robinfon Crufoe. 
They were told that the finances 
of the company were much de- 
ranged. But would parliament in 
its juttice forget, that the company 
was reftricted from employing that 
credit which refulted from its great 
and flourifhing fituation? Would 
padiiament forget that the bill- 
hoiders were willing to cxtend the 
period of payment, and that if the 
refirictions were taken off to-mor- 
row morning, every demand due 
to the ftate would be difcharged ? 
Would parliament forget that the 
politics of this country had in- 
volved the company in an extenfive 
and ruinous war, and that while 
we encountered ‘lots, misfortune 
and difgrace in every other quarter 
of the clobe, this delinquent com- 
pany had furmounted the moft afto- 
nifhing difficulties in India ? Would 
parliament forget that when peace 
was rettored to this unfortunate 
country, the conquetts of this de- 
linquent company were given up, 
to prevent farther facrifices of our 
more favourite poffeilions ? 

Lord Thurlow remarked upon 
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the language of lord Loughbo- 
rough, who, while he held up his 
character to public deteltation, cau- 
tioufly fupprefled the name of Mr. 
Haftings. Whence this remark- 
able and prepoiterous delicacy ¢ It 
he bea epopulator ot provinces, 
if he be a plunderer, and an enemy 
to the human race, let his crimes be 
dra ged into the light of day, and 
let Bin be sapliel. In his mind, 
Mr. Hallings was one of the mott 
venerable characters that this coun- 
try had produced. He had ferved 
the Eatt India company for thirty- 
three years, and twelve years as 
prefident of Bengal. He poffefled 
a moft extenlive knowlege of the 
languages, the manners, the po- 
litics, and the revenues of Indottan. 
He was a man, whofe integrity, 
whofe honour, whole firmnels of 
mind and whole perfeverance had 
encountered difficultics that would 
have fubdued the fpirit of any 
other man, and had furmounted 
them. No impediment, no oppo- 
fition could have been more tor- 
midable than that of the com- 
iniflion *, which feemed to have 
been fent out for the exprets pur- 

fe of thwarting and oppoting all 
his meafures. Whenhe contidered 
the feene of confufion that entued, 
the factious and perfonal {pirit by 
which thefe men had been animated 
from the hour of their landing, he 
fincerely wifhed they had died be- 
fore they had fet foot in India. But 
Mr. Hattings had been able to fur- 
mount fo arduous a trial. And 
fuch was the vigour of our go- 


* Sir John Clavering, colone}] Monfon, and Mr. Francis, 
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vernment in Bengal, fuch were the 
regulations for the adminittration 
of juftice .ia the provinces, and 
fuch the economical arrangements 
formed in the civil and military de- 
vartments, that he did not believe 
it would be in the power of the 
fully and ignorance of the mot 
favourite clerks Mr. Fox’s dircéctors 
could fend out, to throw Bengal 
into confulion in the term that was 
afligned tor the duration of his bill, 

The fecond reading took place 
on the rth of December, when 
counfel was called tothe bar of the 
houfe of lords on the part ot the 
directors and proprictors of the 
Katt India company. At cleven 
o’clock in the evening the countel 
requetted of the houfe an adjourn- 
ment to the next day, for the cons 
clufion of their evidence; and a 
motion being made for that pur- 
pole, it was carried, contents 87, 
not contents 79. On the isth it 
was moved that the bill be rejected. 
The principal fpeakers againtt 
the bill were earl Gower, lord 
Rawdon, lord Wallingham and 
lord Camden, It was fupported 
contiderably in detail by the earl 
of Carlifle. Lord Sandwich em- 
ployed all his wit and humour upon 
this memorable occalion. And the 
earl of Derby ditplayed a degree 
of eloquence, fincerity and pa- 
thos, that altonihed his audience, 
and might have done honour to the 
mott acknowleged abilities, The 
bill was at length rejected, contents 
gS, not contents 76, 
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Interference of Lord Temple. Refolutions againft fecret Influence. Addrefi 


againft a Diffolution of P arliament. 
Committee on the State of the Nation. Mr. Pitt's India Bill. 


UCH was the concludirg fcene 
a ) of anadminiilration, from whote 
vigour its partifans had conceived 


the mott fanguine hopes, and whofe: 


ftrength had been reprefented by 
its enemies as io vatt and irre fittt- 
ble, as to be qualitied in its pro- 
grefs to break down all the hold- 
ings of monarchy, and all the bar- 
riers of the coniitution. Propor- 
tionable to the prevalence of thele 
ideas mutt be the ationihment that 
fo fulden and premature a diffolue 
tion is calculated to create. It 


cannot be fuppofed that men ot 


fuch unrivalled abilities, when they 
entered upon a meature of fo un- 
paralleled magnitude, could have 


done other than count the cotts of 


their undertaking, and confider be- 
forehand the p' obability of the af- 
fent or oj ppolition of ‘the feveral 
emucen at the leoitlature. Here 
therefore was a fudde n and muit 
extraordinary change in the fenti- 
ments of one houfe ot parliame nt, 
which could only derive from an 
extraordinary and adequate caufe. 
So fudden was this revolution, that 
the proxies of feveral lords were 
withdrawn from the minitlers, in 
whofe hands they had been placed, 
only a tew hours prev ious to the 
final decifion. 

The fecret and filent event that 
oceationed this grand revolution, 
we are able to itlate. Though it 
was fuch as not to admit of legal 
and jud.ei ary evidence, its evidence 
however is abundantly fuficient, if 
examined at the bar of hi.tory. 
On the sith of December, earl 
Yemple had a conference with his 


Further Proceedings in the 
It is reeled. 


Recess. 


majefty, which appears to have 
principally turned upon the bill 
then depending in parliament. 
Though it had been generally be- 
lieved that the mott entire cordial- 
ity and confidence upon all points 
did not fubiill between the king 
and his minifters, yet upon this 
meafure, which refpected the go- 
vernment ot our Eaft Indian pof- 
fefions, they had obtained his per- 
fect concurrence. It was probably 
the language that had been held 
by fome members during the de- 
bates in the houfe of commons, 
who, among other things, had af- 
ferted, that if the bill paffed into 
a law, the crown would be no lon- 
ger worth the wearing, that had 
firft excited doubts in the royal 
breaft. In the mean time carb 
Temple left the fovercign a com- 
plete convert to the fyftem and 
views of oppofition. 

‘The converfion however was 
fomewhat of the lateft, and it feem- 
ed dithcult, in confiftency with the 
honour of the prince, and the forms 
of the conftitution, to give it its full 
and defirable effeét. The medium 
that fuggetted itfelf to the king and 
his advifer, was that of the lords, 
many of whom were in habits ot 
perfon: al intimacy with the fove~ 
reign, and who might be fuppofed 
ready to gratify his withes, could 
they only be fatistied of the revo- 
lution that had taken place i in his 
fen‘iments. ‘This information earl 
‘Temple undertook to communicate. 
What perfonal interviews paffed 
between him and thefe noblemea 
bs pot known. But a circular card, 






































































































































































38 BRITIS 
fuppofed to have been written by 
lord Temple upon this occaiion, 
was produced \y Mr. Fox in the 
houfe of commons. It was here 
ftated, that “ his majelty allowed 
earl Temple to fay, that whoever 
voted tor the India bill was not 
only not bis friend, but would be 
confidered by him.as his enemy. 
And if thefe words were not tirong 
enough, carl Temple might ufe 


whatever words he might deem’ 


fironger or more to the pu rpofe.” 

An interference of fo extraordi- 
nary a nature, was not likey to 
pafs without animadverlion and 
cenfure. Jn a political con!!itu- 
tion, fo complicated and intricate 
in its nature as the Englifh, it f-em- 
ed to be of the utmotl confequence, 
that one branch of the legitiature 
fhould not interfere with, or endea- 
vour to influence the deliberations 
of the other two. ‘This had been 
regarded in various parts of our 
hitiory by the friends of liberty 
with the utmoft jealoufy ; and of 
all the imprudencies that brought 
the unferiunate Chirles to the 
bloc’, there was none that excited 
fo vreat a flame, or bred fo mich 
iii humour among his fubjects, as 
his having come down to partia- 
ment to deliver his opinion upon a 
bill depending before them, ‘The 
circu {tances of the prefent cafe 
were however certain'y diferent ; 
but it was fuch as to furnith at leatt 
afpecious pretence for the decla- 
mations of thofe to whom liberty 
fhould be the ftalking-horfe of am- 
bition, and to be capable of excit- 
ing the ‘crious alarms of men, the 
mot virtuous in their difpofitions, 
and the moit tincere in their prin- 
fipies. 

But, exclufively of the blow that 
feemed in this cafe to have been 
firuck at all that in which Englith- 
men mek pelted them.elves ; the 
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immediate confequences it praducy 
ed were of a very compreheative 
nature. It had defeated a fyvem 
that would certainly have changed 
the face of the whole continent of 
India, and which, as fome imagin. 
ed, would have totally overturned 
the Britifh conflitution. And it 
difplaced a miniitry, from whofe 
principles the moft extenfive benes 
fits or the moft tremendous mistor- 
tunes had been predicted. ‘The 
friends of that adminitiration were 
not likely to regard the event with 
complacence, fupinenets or indifs 
ference, Irritated by «ll the mo- 
tives that could awaken the mot 
contempiible avarice, or the moft 
generous ambition, furniied with 
a fubject of declamation, as plau- 
fible, as comprehentive, and as ins 
terelting, as rhetoric could demand, 
or poetry invent, it was not to be 
Tuppofed that they would ftop fhort 
of almoft any lengths that fuch ads 
vantaves could aftord them. 

Thefe confiderations however, if 
taken alone, would have furnifhed 
only a few columns for a newf- 
paper, or, at the moft favourable 
eitimate, an happy opportunity for 
the difplay of an eloquence and 
ability, that might recommend its 
pofleffors to a future fhare in the 
government of their country. It 
could have produced no immediate 
cfiects. It could not have furntth- 
ed that grand {pectacle, which for 
many weeks feemed to envrofs the 
attention even of the idle and iecu- 
rious, gnd which involved Enelifl- 
men, already diftinguifhed for their 
propenfity to political fpeculations, 
ten times deeper in the fea of po- 
litics than ever, The advantage 
by which this eminence was ob; 
tained, was the decided majority 
whica adminiftration poffefled in 
the houfe of commons, and which, 
in a confiderable degree, followed 
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them into private life, They were 
made up of two connexions, cach 
ot whom purified trom their grotier 
parucies by the changes of two 
preceding years, was marked by 
the moit perlect confiltency, fide- 
lity aod firmnefs. 

"Thefe propenfities were Improv- 
ed in them by coniidcrations which 
opened no improbable profpect to 
their ambition, A conreft between 
the crown and the houte of com- 
mons had been long untried, and 
if carricd on with the mot deter- 
mined refolution by both partics, 
it was by no means certain which 
would come off victorious. But 
fhort of this they had much to ex- 
pect, from the fupertor advantages 
in point of courage and periever- 
ance, which a body of men ufu- 
ally potiels over an individual; from 
the vencration which this branch 
of the legifiature has maintained 
sn the hearts of Englifhmen ; and 
trom the fente of honour and fhame 
in the minifter, againft whom they 
fhould point the arullery of their 
relolutions, For a number of years 
their votes had decided upon the 
exifience of adminittrations, It 
feemed by various men, not defi- 
cient in judgment, experience, or 
courage, to have been given up as 
impracticable, tor a minifler to act 
in defiance of the reprefentatives of 
the people, From them there lay 
but one appeal, to the body by 
whom they had been originally 
elected. And the popular and ref- 
pectable names of liberty and pri- 
vilege, it was natural to fuppofe, 
would in this refort, be more than 
a balance for the caufe of arifto- 
cracy and prerogative. 

The caufe, thus interefling to 
every fpectator, and pregnant with 
the moft momentous confequences, 
was opened on the 17th of Decem- 
ber, the day which had been pre« 
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vioufly felected for the decifion of 
the fate of the India bill in the 
houfe of lords, with a refolution 
moved by Mr. William Baker, and 
feconded by lord vifcount Mait- 
land, importing: * That it was 
now necefiary to declare that to re- 
port any opinion, or pretended opi- 
nion of the king, upon any bill 
or other proceeding depending in 
either houfe of parliament, with a 
view to influence the votes of the 
members, was a high crime and 
mifdemeanour, derogatory to the 
honour of the crown, a breach of 
the fundamental privileges of par- 
liament, and fubverfive of the con- 
ititution of the country.” ‘This mo- 
tion was followed by two refolutions. 
One, by the fame mover, “¢ That the 
houfe would on the 22d inftant, re- 
iolve itleif into a committee of the 
whole houfe, to con! der the flate of 
the nation.”’ ‘The other fuggefted by 
Mr. ‘| homas Erikine, * ‘} hat it was 
neceflary to the moit effential in- 
tercils of the kingdom, and pecue 
larly incumbent on that houte, to 
puriue with unremitting attcption 
the confideration of a fuitable ree 
medy tor the abufes which have 
prevailed in the government of our 
Eatt-Indian pofletfions; and that 
that houfe would confider as an 
enemy to his country, any perfon 
who thould advile the king to pre- 
vent, Orin any manner interrupt, 
the difcharge of this important 
duty.” 

‘Thefe refolutions naturally oc- 
cafioned very animated sehates: 
The houfe was urged by Mr. Wil- 
liam Pitt, to put an immediate ne- 
gative upon them, as it was exe 
tremely unworthy of their dignity, 
to tound any proceeding upon ru- 
mours and heariay, which no man 
would own, and which no man 
could ‘trace. It it were the duty 
of parliament to take up rumours, 
C 4 wheres 
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wherever they were to be found, 
the houfe would never be in want 
of fufficieat emptoyment. ‘That 
manfter, public report, was daily 
fabricating a thoutand abfurdities 
and improbabiliues, and it was the 
greateit farcafm upon every thing 
ferious and reipectable, to futter 
her to intrude upon the national 
bulinefs, and for the houfe to tol- 
Jow her through all her fhapes and 
extra?agancics. 

But 1 was afked, how minitters 
were to a¢t when circumvented, as 
they complained of having been, 
by fecret influence, and when the 
royal opinion was inimical to their 
meafures? In his opinion, their 
duty, in a fituation thus difhonour- 
able and inefficient, was obvious 
and indifpenfible. The moment 
they could not anfwer for their 
own meafures, let them retire. 


The fervants of the crown were 
worfe than ufelefs, whenever they 
were without refponfibility. 


To thefe remarks it was added 
by earl Nugent, that the refolu- 
tions went, in his opinion, to an 
utter annihil:tion of all fovereignty 
in this country. What, were not 
the peers, by their rank and fitua- 


tion, the hereditary countellors of 


the crown? Would that houfe dare 
to derogate from the high and dif- 
criminating dignity which the con- 
flitution, for the beit and witeit 
“ea Cy had annexed to their 
it:ation in fociety ? Indeed, fo un- 
queftionable was the right, that 
not only every peer, but every 
member of the houfe of commons, 
and every fubject in the kingdom, 
had a title, under certain modifi- 
cations, to addrefs the fovereign. 
But the tendency of thefe proceed- 
ings was to make the prince a kind 
of prifoner of ftate, and to fhut 
out from him every fpe. ies of in- 
formation that was unacceptuble to 
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the exifting adminiliration. Their 
detign was to over-awe and fupprefy 
the good old Englifh tpirit, thar 
would not be filent in the moment 
of danger. But would parliament 
fet itfelf to check thete exertions, 
which every individual was called | 
upon, by the original laws of rec. | 
titude, to put forth in the erifis of 
public calamity, when innovations, 
fubverfive of every birthright we 
enjoy, were brought torward by 
the itrong hand of authority ? Did 
they mean to keep the few virtues, 
which yet would item the torrent 
of national ruin, at a diftance from 
the ears, which only could liten 
to their voice with fucceis? « J 
vow to God,”’ continued he, ** were 
any relation of mine to be found 
capable of advancing fuch bold 
truths to the royal tather of his 
people, and were he to be dragged 
betore this houle, and to receive 
condign punifhment, | fhould think 
it, In common with all his friends, 
a triumph, which would illuttrate 

his name to the lavett potterity.” 
By fome, who notwithitand- 
ing oppofed the refolutions now 
offered to the houfe, it was acknow- 
leged that the conduct alluded to 
carried with it an appearance fome- 
what clandeiiine and difhonourable. 
They could have withed that a 
meafure fo hypocritical and infidi- 
ous, and big with fo tremendous 
confequences as the Jndia biil lately 
before that houfe, could have been 
defeated by fome more manly and 
fpirited proceeding. They could 
have wifhed, that an infamous com- 
bination of men, that in defiance 
of principle, and in defiance of 
flame, had feized upon the go- 
vernment of their country, could 
have been diiven from their pre- 
fent elevation, fimply by the exere 
tions and indignation of a free and 
generous people, Byt at any rate 
a gi ot 
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a great good had been obtained, 
And perhaps it was not W ife, with 
too accurate a diicrimination, and 
too fevere a icrutiny, to examine 
into the events that had produced it. 
‘They rejoiced in the happy and il- 
lutirious confegquences that might 
be expecte d to follow, and it at 
any time they were obliged to look 
back to the caute, they would find 
in it only a confirmation ot a phi- 
lofophic: il maxim, and would con- 
tent themfelves to deplore, that 
great and important good was icl- 
dom obtained tor fociety, without 
fome alloy ot human weakust and 
ab! urdity. 

The motions were firenuoutly 
fupported by lord North and Mr. 
Erikine. But the principal weight 
of the debate on this fide of the 
houfe, naturally fell upon Mr. fe- 
cretary Fox. ‘The rumour he faid, 
had been treated with a levity, which 
amounted to a farcaim and lam- 
poon on the dignity of the houfe. 
Jt had been put upon ‘a level with 
anonymous rumours in a newt- 
paper; but he could tell gentle- 
men, that it was fomething ttronger 
and more ferious. Was there a 
man in that houfe who had not 
heard it? Was there a man that 
would itand up and fay that it had 
not had its effect? How often had 
the triends of the nobleman in 
queftion been called uvon to ne- 
yutive the propofition betore the 
houfe, by vouching tor his inno- 
cence of the charge? Would any 
of them lay his hand upon his 
heart, and difavow the fa¢t in that 
nobleman’s name? How had the 
quevion, thus unfuccefstully put 
to the friends and abettors of fe- 
cret influence in this, been = an- 
iwered, by the noble principal in 
the other houfe? Had he been 
ready, and eager to vindicate his 
own character, and refcue that of 
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his fovereion, from fo foul a re- 
proach? No; but he replied in 
that mean infidious, equivocal, 
tempo. ifing janguage, which tend- 
ed to preferve tic effect, without 
boldly and manfully abiding by 
the confequences of the guilt. 
Such was the anfwer, as mytterious 
and ill-detigned as the delinquency 
it was intended to conceal ; and 
the man only, who could Roop to 
the bafencfs of the one, was the 
mot! likely in the world to i:reen 
himielt behind the duplicity of the 
other. 

So much had been faid about 
the c.ptivity of the throne, while 
the king acted only in concert with 
his minitters, that one would have 
imagined that the fpirit and foul of 
the Britifh conitituion were yet 
unknown in that houfe. It was 
here wifely eflablifhed as a maxim, 
that the king could do no wrong. 
But how? Not by fuffering tyran- 
ny and oppreifion to pafs with im- 
punity, but that the minifter who 
advifed or executed an unconfti- 
tutional meafure, did it at his pee 
ril. \Vhat was the diltinction ‘ 
tween an abfolute and a limited 
monarchy ? That the fovereign in 
the one was a defpot, and might 
do as he pleafed ; and that in the 
other, he was him(elf fubjeéted to 
the law s, ad confequently not at 
liberty to advife with any one og 
public affuirs, not refponfible for 
that advice. 

Had this alarming and unconfti- 
tutional interference happened in 
matters of inferior confequence, 
the evil would not have ¢ appeared 
fo great and alarming. But let 
the houfe confider the nature of the 
bufinefs it was intended to fup- 
prefs. No bill bad ever been more 


loudly demanded by the exigence 
of the cate, 


greater length, 


or Invelligated at 
and with more abi- 


lity, 
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lity, than that he had had the ho- 
nour to introduce. He dared any 
one to mention a fingle argument 
againtt it, which had not been can- 
didly and fairly tried, not by the 
weight of a majority, but by the 
force of plain and explicit reafon- 
ing. It had at length pafled under 
the fanction of a large and honour- 
able ma:ority of the motft independ- 
ent and ieetiabie characters in 
this country. ‘Thus circumflanced 
however, it would in all probabi- 
lity be lott in the lords. But he 
intreated the houfe to confider the 
manner in which it was likely to 
meet fuch a fate. Was it by the 
voice of an independent majority ? 
Could any man view the lords of 
the bedchamber in that refpectable 
light ; and the whole fortune of 
the meafure now depended on their 
determination? He was far trom 


faying, that men in high oiftice and 
elevated rank, ought not to be ecx- 
pected to pofiets high and elevated 


fentiments, an exquifite fenfe of 


erfonal honour, and the mott per- 
fa probity ot heart. But how did 
this defeription agree with their 
mode of managing their proxies ? 
Thefe they cordially gave in betore 
a rumour of the king’s.difpleafure 
reached their ears; the moment 
this intimation was made, in the 
fame day, within a few hours, mat- 
ters appeared to thein in quite a 
different light, and the opinion 
which they embraced in the morn- 
ing was renounced at noon. Upon 
this occafion, he could not help 
recollecting a faying of an able 
flatefinan, by whom a fimilar treach- 
ery had been experienced, which 
he had always admired for its bold- 
neis and propriety, * I will never 
again,” faid he, ** be at the head 
ot a band of janiffaries, who fur- 
round the perfon of the prince, 
and are ready to ftrangle the minit- 
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ter at the nod of a moment.” Such 
then being the true merits of the 
cafe, the fate of this bill, without 
example in the annals of that houfe, 
would be hande.! down to the re. 
snoteit polerliy, net as a trophy of 
viclory, but «as an intlance of the 
grofle it perfidy, and would, as it 
well deferved, be branded with in. 
Samy and execration. 

Mr. Witt had told adiminiflration 
with his ufual confidence and tri. 
umph, that their duty, circum. 
ftanced as they were, could be at. 
tended with no difticulty: the mo 
ment the fevereign withdrew his 
confidence, it became them to re- 
tire. * When the hour comes,” 
faid the fecretary, and it may not 
be very difiant, that fhall diimifg 
ine froin the fervice of the public, 
the honouiable gentleman’s exame 
p'¢ of lingering in office, after the 
voice of the nation had called him 
to quit it, fhall not be mine. I did 
not come in by the fiat of majetty, 
though by that fiat I am not un- 
willing to go out. I will apprife 
gentlemen however, that the titua- 
tion of miniflers is extremely celi- 
cate. They ftand pledged to the 
public, and a very honourable ina- 
jority of this houfe, not to relin- 
quith the affairs of the ftate, while 
they are in fo much anarchy and 
diftraction. And what minittry 
could wih for a ftronger or more 
defirable foundation, than fuch a 
majority as have conttantly voted 
with us? The people of England 
have made ine what Iam. It was 
at their inilance I have been called 
to a fiation in their fervice, and 
perhaps it would not be treating 
them well, haftily to abandon the 
pot to which they have raifed me. 
I ever ttood, and with enly to ftand 
on public ground: I have too 
much pride ever to owe any thing 
to fecret influence: ] will not even 


be 
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be the minifler of a great and free 
people on any condition derogatory 
to my honour as a gentle Wane 

© itis impoflible,” continued he, 
« not to be turprifed at the extreme 
eagerneis of the honourable gentie- 
man about our places, when twenty- 
four hours at moi!, would give him 
full fatisfaction. Is the honourable 
gentleman’s youth the only account 
that can be given ot the range pre- 
cipitancy and anxiety which he be- 
trays upon this oceation? It how- 
ever a change mutt take place, and 
a new minittry is to be tormed and 
fupported, not by the confidence 
ot this houfe or the public, but 
the fole authori:y of the crown, | 
for one thall not envy the honour- 
able gentleman his fituation. From 
that moment 1] put in my claim to 
a monopoly of whig principles. 
The glorious caufe of treedom, of 
independence, and of the conttitu- 
tion, is no longer his, but mine. 
In this [have lived, in this | wiil 
die, It has borne me up under 
every alperfion to which ny cha- 
racter has been fubjected. ‘The 
refentmentg of the mean and the 
averfion of the great, 
of the vindictive and the fubtlety 
ot the bate, 
friends and the efforts of enemies, 
have not all diverted me from the 
line of conduct which I had origi- 
sally chofen. 

“ The queftion before the houfe 
involves the rights of parliament 
in all their confequences and ex- 
tent. The difeafe is come to a 
critis, and this is the juncture 
which deflines the patient to live 
or die. The deliberations of thes 
night muti decide, whether we are 
to be freemen or flaves ; whether the 
houfe of commons fhall be the 
palladium of liberty or the organ 
pt defpotifm ; w hether we are 
Keneelorth to poffefs a voice of our 





the rancour 


the dereliction , of 
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own, or to be the mechanical echo 
of fecret influence. We are rabbed 
of our rights, with a menace of 
Smamedisie dettruction before our 
face. From this moment farewel to 
every independent mealure. When- 
ever the liberties of the people, 
the rivhts of private property, or 
the ftill more facred privileges of 
perfonal fatety, are vindicated by 
this houfe, the hopes of the public, 
anxious, eager, and panting for the 
illue, are to be whilpered away, and 
ditperfed to every wind of heaven, 
by the breath of iecret influence. A 
parhament, thus fettered and con- 
trolled, inilead of luniting, extends 
beyond all limit and precedent the 
prerogative of the crown, and has 
no longer any ule, but to regiller 
the decrees of def; potiiin, and the 
arbitrary mandates of a miniiier.”® 
At length the houfe d.vided upoa 
the _ iON, ayes 153, noes S03 
major 3 
itcannot be doubted, that the 
fituation, in which the country was 
now involved, was full_of {pecu- 
lation and uncertainty, and big 
with the mol alarming confe- 
quences. On the one hand, for 
the crown boldly to enter the litle 
with the houfe of commons, was a 
conduct that had had no example 
in the annals of the preient royal 
fainily of Great Britain, Indeed 
their omnip tence feemed at length 
on all hands to have been fully ad, 
mitted: and the kings of England, 
fatistied with the ample revenues a 
their civil lift; with thecomplaifance 
and attention they might naturally 
expect trom their minifters, be they 
who they would; and with that ex- 
tenfive and overpowering influence, 
which enabled them, in all common 
cafes, to call into power what party 
they pleafed, appeared quietly to 
have acquiefced 1 in this limitation 
of their authority. ‘To refume a 
claim, 
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cluim, that feemed already to have 
been vielded, to enter into open 
war with the houle of commons, to 
bid defiance to their refolurions, to 
reiufe conformity to their reprefen- 
tations, and, moved by their want 
of complaifance and fervility, to 
put an end to their exiflence, was 
certainly a conduct by no means 
eligible, and that de ‘manded much 
firmnefs and refolution. 

On the other hand, the fitvation 
of the prince was cxitical, and he 
had vone wo far to be able eafi ily 
to recede. He had thown much 
difpteafure againft his refent mi- 
niffers, and that rather ina ftyle of 
indignation and hoftilitv than of 
conciliation. To receive them again 
into confidence, if we confider it 
under its molt favourable afpect, 
was to facrilice the feelings of per- 
fonal dignity and perton: nt pique to 
the benefit of the community. It 
was to do fomething more, it was to 


ey upa point, w hich few princes 


ad ever cheartully yiclded, be- 
tween the prerowative of the crow? 
and the liberties of the people. It 
were certainly better never to have 
Rirred the que ition, than to fit down 
under the difgrace of a recantation, 
Befides thefe difficulties, which the 
eafe muit alwavs have involved, 
there was one peculiar to the pre- 
fent crifis. ‘The mii nitters were 
committed upon their Indian fyf- 
wm, and could nor, without a 
total facrifice of perfonal mde- 
pendence and the reputation of 
principle, change the baiis of 
that fy fem. In the mean time, 
the fove reign had declared himfelf 
wn the moit peremptory laneuace, 
totaliy adverfe to the meuture; 
and it would have been dithcult, 
not to fay impoil bie, dif. 
covered a medium, that \ vould pre 

unwounded the 


’ 
to Has c 


ferve honour of 


berh. 
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In this fituation, the king did 
not attempt, what prev ioutly to the 
trial, he judged to be impratticable, 
He determined upon an entire 
change of adminttiration., Pur. 
fuant to this refolution, at twelve 
o'clock on the night of the 18th 
infant, a meflage was delivered to 
the fecretaries ot tate, intimating, 
that his mayetty had no farther oe. 

cation for their fervices ; and direct 
ing that -_ feals of oflice fhould be 
delivered to hin by the under fe. 
cretarivs, as a pertonal interview 
would be difagreeable. Early the 
next morning letters of di! milion, 
ligned Temple, were fent to the 
other members of the cabinet. [m. 
mediately the places of firit lord of 
the treaiury and chancellor of the 
exchequer were conferred on Mr. 
William Pitt, lord ‘Pemple received 
the feals as feeretary of tlate, and 
earl Gower was appointe d lord pre- 
fident of the council. In con{e- 
quence of thefe proceedings, a ge- 
neral refignation of offices, with- 
out almott a finele exce ption, took 
place toa de gree beyond what had 
ever been remembered in a fimilar 
event. 

It the houfe of commons had 
endeavoured, previouily to the adop- 
tion of thefe decifive meafures by 
the prince, to guard againft the 
event of a diffolution, their appre- 
hentions were now much inereatled. 
An effort was made by Mr. Dun- 
das on the rgth inftant, to induce 
the houfe to adjourn to the next 
day, which was Saturday, for the 
purpote of reading the land-tax 
bill a third time, which was the 
woit important bufinefs then de- 
pending in parliament. ‘This cir- 
cumtlance however, was deemed 
to afford fome kind of protection 

raintt their precipitate annihila- 
a and the adjournment was care 
ried tor Monday. Qn that day the 

bill 
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bill was fuffered to pafs the houfe 
of commons. The fame day earl 
Temple reigned the feals of fecre- 
tary of flate, on the plea, that in 
his private capacity, and unpro- 
tected by the influence of oflice, 
he mig rht be ready to anfwer for 
his conduct, the moment any charge 
fhould be produced againit him. 
His refignation was expofed to fome 
deorce of ridicule, as the accufa- 
tion, exactly as it then ftood, had 
been notorious, and even proceed- 
ings held upon it in the houfe of 
eommons, previoutly to his appoint- 


ment. On Tuefday the arrange- 
ment of a cabinet was nearly com- 
ple ‘ted, lord Thurlow being ap- 


pointed | chancellor, the duke of 
Rutland keeper ot the privy-feal, 
and the marquis of Connneiens 
and lord Sidney tecretarics of ttate. 
On Monday the 22d infiant, the 
houfe being ina commitiee on the 
{late otf the nation, Mr. Ertkine 
moved, thar an addrefs be prefent- 
ed tothe fovereign, * ftating, pe 
alarming reports had gone torth « 
an intended diffolution ot cerlie 
ment, and humbly reprefenting to 
the king the inconveniencies and 
dangers that appeared to that houfe 
likely to follow from a prorogation 
or diffolution, in the prefent con- 
juncture of affairs; fuggeiting that 
the maintenance of public credit, 
the fupport of the revenue, the 
diforders prevailing in the govern- 
ment of the Fatt Indies, and the 
ftate of the company’ s finances, 
required the immediate atffiftance 
of parliament; and reprefenting 
the ill contequences ot referring 
thefe lait in particular to a new 
Pp: irliament, unprep: ared by the long 
and intricate enquiries, which tor 
two years paft had engaged the 
attention of the prefent houfe of 
commons.” It concluded with in- 


treating the fovereign ‘* gracioully 
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to hearken to the advice of that 
houfe, and not to the fecret advice 
of particular perfons, who might 
have private interetts of their own, 
feparate trom the true interells of 
the king and his people.” 

This addrefs occatioued fome de- 
bates, but was finally carried with- 
out a divifion. In the courte of 
thefe debates, Mr. Henry Bankes 
informed the houfe that he was au- 
thorifed by the firlt lord of the 
treafury, to aflure them that he 
had no intention to advile a diflo- 
lution or prorogation ot p: irliament, 
and that if any idea of that nature 
fhould be adopted by government, 
he would moti certainly refiga his 
_prefent fituation. Mr. Bankes went 
‘on to intreat the houfe, if they 
were not fatisfied with chete affur- 
ances, to furnilly him with tironger 
laneuage in which to exprefs his 
meaning ; and he pretumed to hope 
that now, that the fuppoted necel- 
fity ot addretling the king was re- 
moved, the oppotitio n would of 
courte ‘et the addrets drop, and not 
prefs it upon the committee. Ia 
thefe affurances and thete fenti- 
ments he was tollowed by Mr. Dun- 
das, Mr. box however reprefented 
what had been thrown out as not 
fuiiicient to induce the houle to ale 
ter their He had much 
reliance upon the honour and in- 
tegrity of Mr. Pitt, but it muit be 
remembered, that the cabinet ar 
this moment ed only of tw 
perfons; and that, when it Was com- 
pleted, it was very pollible that the 
firit lord of the afury might be 
lett in a minority upon this quel- 
tion; nay, the queition might be 

carried araintt the cabinet itfelt, by 
the fecret advifers of the crown. 
In that cafe it would be a poor 
compentation to that houfe and 
the nation tor Mr, Pitt to retign 
his oftice-. 

On 
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real defign probably was to pre: | 


On the 24th of December, the 
addrefs was prefented to the king, 
who returned the following an- 
fwer. 


«“ Gentlemen, 


‘ Jt has been my conftant ob- 
ject to employ the authority in- 
trufted to me by the conftitution 
to its true and only end, the good 
of my people; and | am always 
happy in concurring with the withes 
and opinions of my faithful com- 
mons. | agree with you in think- 
ing, that the fupport of the pub- 
lic credit and revenue mutt demand 
your moti earnett and vigilant care. 
The flate of the Eatt Indies is alfo 
an object of as much delicucy and 
importance as can exercile the wil- 
dom and juftice of parliament. I 
trult you will proceed in thefe con- 
fiderations with all convenient 
fpeed, after fuch an adjournment 
as the prefent circumilances may 
feem to require ; and I affure you, 
that I ithall not interrupt your 
meeting, by any exercile of my 
prerogative, either of prorogation 
or diflolution.’”’ 


The fame day two refolutions 
were moved in the houfe of com- 
mons by lord vi count Beauchainp 
and the earl of Sur ¢y ; the one, 
to prevent the lords of the trea- 
fury trom permitting the acceptance 
of any more bills from 'ndia, till the 
company fhould prove to that houte 
that they had fuilicient means for 
their payment, after having dif- 
charged their current demands, 
and the debt due to the public : 
the other, to addrefs the kine not 


to grant the ofhce of chancellor of 


the duchy of Lanecatler, except 
curing pleafure, before the » oth of 
January. The oftentible motive 
for this lat re‘olution was the re- 
formation that had been intended 
10 the court of that duchy. Its 









clude the new adininifiration, whofe 
continuance in office feemed to be 


extremely precarious, in return for § 
the few days in which they might | 
direct the government of the couns | 


try, from gratifying their friends 
with finecures for lite. The refo. 
lutions were carried without a di- 
vifion. At length the houfe ad. 
journed itfelf f: ‘om the 24th of Des 
cember to the 12th day of January 
i784. Two days previous to the 
adjournment, the king’ came down 
to the hovfe of lords in order to 
pafs the malt-tax bili, the land-tax 
bill, and fuch other bills as were 
ready for the royal affent. 

The recefs ot parliament could 
not be unacceptable to either of 
the great partics into which the 
nation was divided. ‘fhe majority 
of the houfe of comm ons, W hether 
they regarded the que ition in which 
they h ad jut committed themielves, 
as referring to a grand conftitu: 
tional obj:ct, or as a medium of 
private tation. could not in all 
events but derive contidcrable ad- 
vantage from this circumftance, 
They” no longer either could, of 
would appear to be, animated by 
private animoiities, by petulance, 
by rage, or any ot the little exa. 
cerbations that might be expected 
to be produced by the collition of 
Whatever might be their 
motive, it could not on that ace 
count be of the lefs importance 
for them to pre ferve the character 
of gravity, fobriety and wifdom. 
It was their bufinefs to join mode 
ration with firmnefs, and not to be 
lefs cool than they were unalters 
able in the affertion of their priv 
leges. And it they had been fui 
ciently fanguine when they firit 
broke grou: if an this important 
contelt, their hopes were ceriainly 


not a little toftered w oor they a 
€ 


fac tions. 
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ed to the character of the prefent 
cabinet. If in the king, aed any 
of the egy they might hy- 
othetically fuppofe called in to 
bie affittance, they had built upon 
the probability of inttability and 
irrefolution, this probubility feem- 
ed to be increafed by the appoint- 
nent of a firtt miniffer, young and 
inexperienced, of whofe im detty 
many had talked, and whofe fickle- 
neis they conceived to bear fome 
proportion to his temerity. Ithad 
lone been neceffary, for an adini- 
niflration, that expected to guide 
the helm of this country, to em- 
brace a confiderable extent of par- 
ty, connexion and influence. But 
the prefent cabinet was made up of 
the fhreds and remnants of parties, 

whofe principals were fuppoted to 
be thy of making one in a holida 

pattime and an ephemeron adint- 
niftration. 

On the other hand the leifure of 
the prefent feafon enabled the 
minifters to complete their ar- 
ringements, to form their fyftem 
ot politics, and to endeavour to 
gain partifans to the cauie in 
which they Were engaged. At 
the fame time that they were thus 
active in proceedings in fome mea- 
fire comimon to all adminittrations, 
bat which are not intended to ftand 
foremoit upon the page of hittory, 
they were not careleis to embrace 
thofe opportunities which were cal- 
culated to increafe their honour and 
extend their reputation. The mE 
hfnecure of clerk of the pels 1 
the court of exchequer, falling va- 
cant by the death ‘ot fir Edw ard 
Wa ilpole, it was bettow ed upon co- 
lonel Barr’ in lieu of a penfion of 
nearly the fame value, payable to 
" vat eentl: *men whenever he fhould 

2 poflefial of no vifice under go- 
verninent. This conduct acquired 


: a 
to the minifter the warmeit eulo- 
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giums : eulogiums, that will proba- 
bly be thought fomewhat extrava- 
gant, when it is confidered, that for 
him to have taken the place for 
himfelf or any of his intimate con- 
nexions, all the circumftances of 
his fituation contidered, would have 
been not lefs indecent, than utterly 
fubverfive of all credit for difinte- 
rettednefs, and of all confidence. 
Meanwhile young and unexperi- 
enced as the new minifters were af- 
fected to be reprefented, it docs not 
therefore appear that they were more 
awkward or mal-adroit in the pur- 
fuit of their defigns than any of their 
predeeeflors in office, If they did 
not open the parliament upon its 
re-affembling, with a majority on 
their fide, this is not to be imputed 
to their im licy or their indolence. 
A circumttance fo untoward how- 
ever required on their part fome 
plan ot conduct and fome refolu- 
tion. ‘The ground was either wo 
be fairly and explicitly ceded, ora 
bold and inflexible countenance af- 
fumed. To trifle with their fitua- 
tions, was to {port with the bufnefs 
and the exigencies of the country, 
without any adequate object by 
which to justify the procedure ; was 
to facrifice, in the moft ignomini- 
ous manner, the fovercign whofe 
champions they had declared them- 
felves ; and was to fix a blot upon 
their names, which would be as 
durable as the conftitution of Bri- 
tain, or the records of hiitory. 

So early as three o’clock, on the 
day appcinted for the re-aflembling 
of parhament, Mr. Fox rofe, ia 
order tu gain poffeifion of the houfe, 
and moved the order of the day, 
that the miniflers might not be at 
liberty to bring forward any other 
bufinefs previous to their going in- 
to the committce on the {late of the 
nation. He was of courfe inter- 
fupted by the fervants of the 

crown, 
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crown, who had gone to their re- 
election, and who now took their 
feats in parliament. Adminitira- 
tion endeavoured to meet the ma- 
neeuvre by a ftratagem on their part, 
and claimed the firft hearing, as 
they had a meflage to deliver from 
the kine. This meflage related to 
a finall party of Hedian tmp0ps, 
which, on account of the incle- 
mency of the feafon, had been ob- 
liged to take up temporary quarters 
in this kingdom. The argument 
however was over-ruled, and the 
houfe proceeded at the ufual pe- 
riod in the channel that had origi- 
nally been marked out for them. 
Oppofition had prepared ano lefs 
than five refolutions, which were 
this day fubmitted to the fenfe of 
the houfe. The firit, prohibited, 
under the fame appellations that 
had been employed in the motion 
aguintt fecret influence, the iffuing 
any of the public money after a 
prorogation or diffolution of parlia- 
ment, unlefs the act fhall have pre- 
vioully paffed, appropriating the 
fupplies to the {pecific ferviccs. 
The fecond, ordered accounts to 
be laid before the houfe of the mo- 
ney already iffued for thefe pur- 
ates. The third, prohibited the 
fuing of any money till this ac- 
count fhould be prefented, and tor 
three days afterwards. ‘Ihete re- 
folutions were brought forward by 
Mr. Fox. In addition to them it 
was moved by the earl of Surrey, 
firft, ** That, in the prefent titua- 
tion of his majefty’s dominions, 
it was peculiarly neceffary that 
there fhould be an adminiiration, 
whieh had the confidence of that 
houfe and the public.” Secondly, 
“That the late changes in his 
majeity’s councils had been im- 
mediately preceded by dangerous 
and univerfal reports, that the 
facred name of the king had been 
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uncon“itutionally ufed to affeg 
the deliberations of parliament ; 
and that the appointments made 
were accompanied by circumtiances 
new and extraordinary, and fuch 
as did not conciliate or engage 
the confidence of that houfe.” jp 
fine, Mr. Fox moved, ** [hat it 
be ordered, that the fecond reading 

. . . o 
of the mutiny bill be deterred to 
the 23d day of February.” 

In the debates upon this day, it 
was obferved by the chancellor of 
the exchequer, that he was by no 
means anxious to prevent the houfe 
from going into the committee. It 
was not his defire to prevent gen- 
tlemen from faying any thing that 
they might imagine would fupport 
the clamour that had been to in- 
fidioufly raifed in the country, the 
petulance they had thown betore 
the recefs, the unjuflifiable violence 
and the unprecedented tleps they 
had employed tor the purpo'e of 
exciting jealouties for which there 
was no real foundation. He was 
happy to fee the houfe met again, 
that now the minitters et the crown 
micht be able to face the intinua- 
thons that were thrown out, and to 
meet the enquiries that might be 
agitated ; and he affured them, that 
he would not thrink from any at- 
tack, queition, or charge, that 
might be made againit him. 

He intreated them however to 
confider that this was the tirtt day 
that the new minilters had met 
them in parliament. ‘They had 
been conilituted and called into of- 
fice chiefly on the ground of the 
India bill. They had not oppofed 
the laft bill by cavilling : they had 
not objected to it from envy tothe 
ae of it. They had oppofed it 

ecaufe it created a new and enor 


mous influence by vefling in cei 
tain nominees of the minifter the 


This was 
the 


patronaye of the aft. 
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the point upon which they were at 
ifuc. Their firtt duty was to lay 
before parhament a fyitem tor the 
eovernment of India. ‘This he was 
prepared imimediately to perform, 
if the hoyte would agree with him 
in pofliponing the order of the day. 
And he hoped, whenever the fub- 
ject was brought forward, that gen- 
tlemen would lay afide pique, party 
presudice, and meet him fairly 

and 1 moly upon the merits ot his bill. 
But ve fhould be afked, whv he 
had acc epted of olfice, and how he 
could pret xpect attention 


abiakwe 


Ime to 


to his Iiytiiecm, WV hen a majority of 


that houle feemed to have declared 
hin. Lo this he 
he had proce ded u 


° vo) 
War again would 


repty, Chat 


j 1 


Ouk pian, HNL Ie, inte livible ~ 
would be 
und the 
nation and had 
come in to fave the country from 
the India bill, which threatened 
dettruction to its liberties. n this 
critical fituation, when it was en- 
deavoured to torce that defpotic 
fyitem upon the kine and the peo- 
ple, the fovereign had done him 
the honour to eall fon his fervices. 
It was umpotlible theretore, that by 
\} he could lay the prin e 
he nation at the mercy of the 
bill, It had been 
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to hold an office in vovernment in 
defiance 
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e of a majority of the houfe 
otf commons. ‘To this dd 
fay, that his honowr was in his own 
k pin ry and he would pot allow 
thatany other man could preicribe 
to him the line in which it was to 
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be picterved. 


} > 


7 the 
| ee at ai.) 


he Wot 


‘7 
were called woon to 
vote, that adminttration had nor 
the contcence of that houfe. L pon 


action of the mimiiers was 
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had they done te forteit the conii- 
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dence of the houfe of commons ? 
They had not taken a tingle fiep ; 
they had not entered upon any 
meafure. Whatthen would be the 
tendency of this vote, but to pro- 
icribe one fet of minifters, and to 
thruit another fet into the clofet of 
the fovereign ? It would be more 
iianly to infert the names of the 
mninifters whofe appointment they 
| refoluuion, and 
1 


the milerabie 


demanded, in th 
{ { > % lL, 4 , 9 ‘— 
to lave to the j ( 


1adTCC ol wppr nto, 


a ee 
and PiIg¢MeuiOUs 
" ha 


, > . . . 7 . ! } ¢ , 
nenin the cho < -of whom he had 
noihare. But ait was th preroga- 
bagi unk bh oe »} , ri . . 
tive or the kine, the mo!’ tac ed and 


honourable privilege annexed to 
the crown, nuld 
and 
its own mintilers. 
ed had a right to 
diumilfion, if upon 
trial they were found incompetent 
and im) Proper ; but to do this ia 
the firit intlance, was to engrofs 
to them executive branch 
ot the conflitution, and to reduce 
the diadem of thete kingdoms toa 
fplendid and unmeaning paveant, 
The arcuments of Mr. Pitt were 
anfwered confiderably in detail by 
Mr, fox and Mr. ‘Thomas lErikine. 
It was atierted by the latter, that 
the whole oppotition on the teore 
Of India was a pretext, and that if 
had been « juaily violent on the 
ground of the lat 
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nifhed that when the affairs of In- 
dia were the firft objects of govern- 
ment, Mr. Pitt could venture to 
take upon him the conduct of go- 
verns ent ina houfe of commons, 
adverfe to all his principles upon 
the fubje&, and the majority of 
which he had loaded with the mott 
opprobrious epithet:. He was af- 
tonifhed, that he could expect to 
continue one day the miniiter of 
this country, in that fituation. 

Mr. erik:ne drew a contratt be- 
tween Mr. }’itt and the late earl of 
Chatham. He fad, that the earl 
of Chatham had uniformly thrown 
himfelf for his political exitience 
upon the fupport of the houfe of 
commons. He had come into of- 
fice in defiance of the efforts of ca- 
bal and intrigue. It was by the 
fecret advilers of the crown that 
his meafures had been deteated, 
that his reputation had in fome 
meafure been darkened, and that 
he had accepted of a peerage tor 
which his bett friends never hear- 
tily forgave him. It had been the 
fubjec of his mott ferious lamenta- 
tion, that he had found ‘a power 
behind the throne greater than the 
throne itfelf.”’ In imitation of the 
glorious example that was fet him, 
the fon, in his firtt appearances in 
that houfe, had fupported the ge- 
nuine caufe of liberty. Every eye 
had been turned upon him with 
heart-filt pleafure, and he had been 
the object of joy and idolatry to 
the nation. 


Look you now what follows. 
Dark, fecret influence, like a mildewed 
car, 
Blafling :his public virtue. Has he eyes! 
Could he this bright ailkmbly leave to 
pleafe, 
To batten on that bench! 


The parallel fiarted by Mr. Fr- 
fkine, was puifued by Mr. Fox, 
who predicted, that Mr. Pitt would 


one day experience the fate of hig. 
father, and would have reaton to 
rue his having ever abetted that fe. 
cret influence, which, if he thould 
at any time become refpectable, 
formidable and independent, would 
mott afluredly undermine his po er, 
and effect his ruin. Mr. tox had 
much veneration for the character 
of the young man who now held 
the reins of government ; he ad. 
mired his virtues, and re{pected his 
abilities. But what was the lan. 
guage his appointment exhibited 
to every member of that houfe? 
Was it not faying to him: ** Spend 
not your time in politics ; ceate to 
ftudy the conftitution of your coun- 
try; aim not at diftinction and 
eminence in the fenate; ftudy ras 
ther the arts of ductility and fecret 
intrigue; thefe are much better 
calculated to give you diliinction 
in the ftate; thefe will render you 
the object of royal regard.”” Mr. 
Pitt himfelf, if he would conciliate 
the favour of a monarch who acted 
upon thefe principles, mutt facri- 
fice every ingenuous quality in his 
nature. He mutt fubtiitute cun- 
ning inftead of wifdom, complai- 
fance inftead of honefty, and mean- 
nefs inflead of fortitude and mag: 
nanimity. 

But it was improper for the houfe 
to enter into a vote of cenfure 
againft minifiers, fince the appoint: 
ment of miniilers was the prerogas 
tive of the crown. It certainly 
was, and let no man expect from 
the majority of that houte a diffe- 
rent language. At the fame time 
the privilege of the houfe to de- 
mand from the crown the removal 
of minifters, was not lefs clear and 
unequivocal. This indeed was ad- 
mitted. But it was faid that the 
commons had not a right in the 
firft inftance to reject the appoint 
ment of minitlers, and that they 

were 
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were bound to give fuch men as 
the jovereign fhould think fit to 
chufe a probation, candid and im- 
pardal. \\ ouid any man however 
jay, that the crown miynht not trutt 
the great oflices of itue to hands 
fo pertectly unequal, that it might 
be proper torthe houfe of commons 
to mect the miichic: betore it had 
run its full career, and to advife 
the fovereign to dilmus adminittra- 
tion before any grofs act of mif- 
conduct had been committed ? But 
leaving this fuppotition out of the 
queition, might there not be cir- 
cumttances in the appointment it- 
felt, big with as much mifchiel, act- 
ing as inimically to the firit prin- 
ciples of the conttitution, as any 
that could poflibly be incident to 
their fubfequent conduct ? And 
was it in any degree improper, 
could it be imputable to the houfe 
of commons, that they overitepped 
their peculiar province, or in- 
trenched upon any of the other 
branches ot the leetilature, if in 
fuch acafe they fet themlielves [re- 
nuowlly to oppole the impending 
danger, and nobly defended the 
public weal from being undermined 
to its bifis ? 

Mr. Fox did not wifh to sive any 
delay to the India bulinefs. It was 
the duty of the houfe to go into 


the difeulfon*tot it without lots otf 


time, and as foon as it was poiliibic 


to go to it with the probability ot 


fuccefs, To do that, they mult go 
to it unembarraffed and with free- 
dom ; and this he averred they 


could not do while the danger of 


diffolution hung over their heads, 
That they were under this danger 
Was clear and unquettionabie. It 
was meanly and = equivocally 
couched in the anfwer to the ad- 
crefs of that honfe. Jt was in the 
rumours of the day. It was the 
fpirit of every part of the conduct 
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of miniters. This was the lan- 
guage of their proceedings: ** Ifyou 
dare to aflért an opinion of your 
own, nay, if you do not without 
reafon or argument change your 
fentiments, you {hall be diflolved. 
But if you do change your opinion, 
it you fupport the minifters of the 
day, you fhall live; long lire and 
profperity to the prefent parlia- 
ment!’? It had been doubted, and 
that by a lawyer no lefs great and 
venerable than lordSomers, whee 
ther it were in the prerogative of 
the crown to diffolve the parliament 
during the progre!s ofa feifion, Mr. 
Fox was not lawyer enough to go 
to that length with lord Somers ; 
but if it were a prerogative, it was 
at icatt like the undoubted privilege 
of the houfe of commons to refule 
fupphies to the crown, a privilege 
that could never be put in practice 
without extreme confulion, and 
which was not to be called forth 
but in the latt refort. 

Mr. Dundas, who had juft ac- 
cepted the office of treafurer of the 
navy, {poke in reply to the ani- 
madveriions of oppofition. Mr, 
Dundas faid it was extremely eafly 
tor Mr. Fox, with a majority at his 
back, to draw down the indignation 
of the houfe on the head of any in- 
dividual member under the pretence 
of his infulting the houfe. But 
they had litle reafon to fear the 
confequences, while they could 
plead the example of that gentle- 
man himfelf. Had the houfe for- 
cotten what for twelve years toge- 
ther had been the language of Mr. 
Fox? Had they forgotten the Ame- 
rican war, and the great variety of 
topics that had been difcuffed in the , 
courfe of it, during which on nv 
occation had he {pared thofe, whom 
he found it convenient to attack 
in the mofi bitter, opprobrious and 
unjualitied language, merely be- 
Ly 2 oaule 
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caufe they were fupported by a ma- 
jority of that houle? 

Mr: Dundas intreated the com- 
mons to go with bim in reflecting 
for a moment, how the fovereign 
mutt feel, and what fort of lan- 
guage he muit hold to himfelf, 
when he heard of thefe refolutions. 
‘©'You fend me back the minitters 
I have jutt chofen: have I not then 
a tight to chufe my minifters ? Cer- 
tainly’ yes, you fay. Bat What 
crime have they committed ? what 
is it they have fo foon perpetrated ? 
Not one act of their adminittration 
13 yet paffed, Are they therefore 
men fo weak and infufficient that 
you will not bear with them even 
tor amoment? Is the minitler who 
devotes himfelf to the 
commons parucul irly to unpopul ir 
and incapable ? Ih: ad fingled him 
out as a man of talents the mof af- 
tonifhing, of integrity the moit in- 


corrupt, of reputation the moit ex- 


alted. [ had fondly imagined him 
the favourite of my people. I had 
been tatezht to fancy that in cele - 
brating his n: ame the whole nation 
joined i in one anthem of praife.” 
Mr. Dundas treated the charge 
of fecret influence as_ ridiculous, 
and ¢: apable only of deceiving the 
meaneit of the vulgar. No “men 
had ever ftood clearer of fecret in- 
fluence than the prefent adminiitra- 
tion. What was the utmoft that 
common report itt elf, the patron 
and fabricator of lies, had ever 
faid ? That lord Temple had indifs 
crectly, wantonly, and it might 
perha a be faid uncon titutiona ily, 
pudlithed the private opinion of the 
fover ci ‘noon fubject of the In- 
cia bill, confequence 
of this Fep, and throuch 
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of the bed-chamber compofe the 
cabinet of the prince ? Who there. 
fore were the men that the refolu. 
tion meaned to cata ? Mr. Dune 
das called upon lord Surrey to 
amend his dy “and to char. ve 
in it by name every miniiter of the 
king on w hofe character he meane 
the iligma to light. He defied any 
man even to infinuate, that one 
member of adminittration had ever 
had the leait fhare in that fecret in- 
fluence, in a retrofpect of which 
they were to be turned out of office. 
They were not even accufed ; the 
had a right to be acculed, and the y 
would deny every tittle of the im. 
putation. 

The contrary affertion however 
was ftrenuoufly maintained by the 
other fide of the houfe. They en- 
tered into a hittory of the prefent 
adminittration, and aiked, What it 
was that mult be regarded as the 
molt probable inducement of any 
peer to tarnifh his hon our, and he- 
come the meflage-carrier of the 
crown, but the profpect of undue 
and perfonal advantage ? No other 
caute but that of fecret influence 
was capable of being produced as the 
gro. und of the overthrow of an ad- 
miniftration of hich inte grity, of 
great ability, and fully enjoying the 
confidence of the people and their 
reprefentatives. Phe nobleman who 
had been the vehicle of that influ- 
ence wag intimately connected with 
the politics of the individuals com- 
pofing the prefent adminitiration. 
IIe h: ad himfelf been their fore- 
runner in office, and the chancellor 
of the exchequer had juit as much 
anilory to fecret influence, as the 
creature had to its creator. 

Mr. Fox regarded the fituation 
of the minilter as a confpicuous 
pt ‘oot of the grOoums 1 upon we hich he 
ttood. What was the reafon that 
mduced lord North to refign his 

{ituation 
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ftuation at the head of the trea- 
fury, but that he refufed, in con- 
formity to the wifhes of the fecret 
advilers of the crown, to continue 
in ofhce atter the houfe of commons 
had withdrawn from him their fup- 
port ° ‘This was the cauife that had 
ot late rendered that nobleman 10 
obnoxi us inthe clofet. But what 
he nobly and like lover of the 
Britifh contlitution had refufed to 
do, the prefent adminifiration had 
been called in to perform. ‘They 
were toexhibit to the public the 


novel example of the fervants ot 


g in office with- 
confidence ot that houte. 
They came in therefore under the 
autpices of fecret influence, and 
the avowed champions of preroga- 
tive. Mr. Fox had himielf been 
much in the habit of differing from 
a majority, but it was upon points 
in which he had no concern as the 
fervant of the public. This was a 
Seep. of which there were 
and which had 


the crown continuin: 
out the 


daily ex amples, ne- 


ver been confidered as a gt 


accufation againit any man. It he 
had at a iny time found the fenfe of 
the houfe again{t him as a minifier, 
he fhould: immediate] have re- 


fioned, and have faid to parliament, 


You mutt find fome other initru- 
ment to do your bufinefs, I will 
never be the avyent in a caufe I do 
hot 


approve, 
The third motion propot d by 
N Te Fox 


i was withdrawn, for a 
time at leait, on account ot fome 
pu! lic inconveniences that were re- 
prefented as {fpringing from it. In 
the courfe of the day there were 
two divifions, onc, upon the mo- 
tion tor the order of the day, the 
other upon the concluding refolu- 
tion propofed by lord Surrey. In 
the former the numbers were ayes 
232, mocs 193, majority 3 in 


thc fecond, “) es 196, i 142, 


round ( t 


phe opinion of all fides of the 
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majority 54. The houfe did not 
break up ull near feven in the 
morning. 

On the 16th of January a mo- 
tion was made by bord Charles 
Spencer, and fe conded by Mr. Wim, 
Baker, grounded on the refolutions 
lately offered to the houfe by the 
earl of Surrey, and afferting, * That 
the continuance of the prefent m- 
nitlers in truits of the higheit im- 
portance and refponfibility, was 
contrary to the principles of the 
coniiitution, and injurious to the 
interetts ot the king and his peo- 


ple.” Upon this queition the houfe 
divided, uyes 205, nocs 184, ma- 
jority 21, 


During’ the difculion of thefe 
fubjects, “the oppolite partics were 
actuated by a much higher degree 
of earnetinefs and animotity than 
ufually takes place in parliamentary 
debates. In confe: quence of this 
temper various little anecdotes were 
diagped into public view, which 
at any other time the general {pirit 
of prudence’ and aod humour 
would have fuppreffed. Mr. Philip 
Yorke, nephew and heir to the 
earl of Hardwicke, brought for- 
ward, with much folemnity and 
emphi ifis, a charge againit the ex- 
minitters, of having ‘during their 
continuance in office fent down to 
Scotland the fum of gool, to defray 
the travelling expenges of fuch 
members of parliament io that coun- 
try as Were in the intereit of L20- 
vernment; and of having more re- 
cently offered to a gentleman in 
that houfe a place of socl. a year 
on the event of their retioration to 
office, under the exprefs flipulation 
that he fhould in the mean time 
lend them his voice and fupp prt in 
parliament. ‘The accufations how- 
ever were completely wiped away 
by the Portland adminittration in 
houfe; 
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and the manly and intrepid manner 
in which they met the charge, 
gained fome addition] credit to 
their character. On their fide, ge- 
neral Rofs related in a circumitun- 
tial manner an interview that had 
paficd between him and the ear! et 
Galloway, lately appointed a lord 
of the bed-chamber in which he 
reprefented the ear! as having ai- 
fured him, that whoever voted i in 
fupport of the late minitlers would 
ty confidered by the king as his 
perfonal enemy. At the ame time 
fome ftri¢tures were made, and par- 
ticularly by fir Richard Lill, upon 
the conduct of the prince ot “A ales, 
who about this time frequently ap- 
peared in the gallery of the houfe of 
commons, and who had voted with 
theéPortland adminifiration in the 


Jords upon one of tie jueilons re- 
Jative to Mr. Fox’s India bill. 

On the 14th of ‘anuary the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer brought 
forward his projected motion, for 


jeave to bring in a bill for the bet- 
ter government of India. He rofe 
in performance of his engag: ment 
to the public andthe houfe, and to 
difctharge a duty that was indifpen- 
fable to him in the fituation which 
he held. be was not deterred by 
the circun tances ot the times, or 
the peculiar fituatten in which he 
re with that al embly ; becaufe 
he knew the tubcdt of India to be 
the moti immediate cencern of the 
country, and that « hich before ail 


th nes claimed the confideration of 


parliament. He was aware that 
any propoutoen that came from him 
was not lik. ly to be treated with 
lenity, anc indeed trom what he 
had heard, he mui} be pe rmitted to 
appre! end, that from fome perfons 
it would obtai ain neither impartiality 
nor ju‘ice, He anticipated the 
triumph which he fhould afford to 
@certain defeription of men, when 
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he informed the houfe that the plag 
he had to propoie had been ex. 
hibited to the public | in the refolu. 
tions of the proprictors of ‘ndia 
fieck, and that his mea had res 
ceived the concurrence ct the COM. 
pany, ke was not much attected 
with the clamour, that his was tg 
be a half meafure and a pall atLVe, 
if in this deferiptien was to be in, 
cluded every thing that did not 
proceed to the confileation of pro- 
perty, and the c Mettencbitemiaae 
a numerous and refpectable body of 
men, lie confefled himielf to be 
fo miferably weak and irrefolute, 
as not venture to introduce a 
bill into that houfe on the founda: 
tions of violence and irtrenchwent, 
He withed to be tried by a cOMpas 
rifon with the bill of Mr. Fox, and 
he trufted to the candour and fair. 
nefs of the houfe, that jf they tound 
the provifions of his ‘it as effec. 
tual with lefs violence, affording as 
vigorous a controul with lets pat; 
fibility of influence, fecuring the 
dominion of the Eatt without con: 
filcating the property of the com- 
pany, and beneficially changing 
the nature of their covernment 
without infringing on the chartered 
rights of men, that they would give 
him a manly and liberal fupport 
without enquiring what party of 
xen or what fide of the houfe was 
to be benefited by his fuccefs. He 
trutled they would not love his plan 
the lefs for being dettitute ot the 
rapidity, the gt ra{ping prince iple, 
the eno:mous influence, the inors 
dinate ambition and the unconitt- 
tutional tendencies of the bill that 
had heen rejected. He trutted they 
would find he had not objected to 
that bill from motives ot perfonar 
lity and caprice, and was now | 
to feduce them into the apprdbas 
tion of a meafure, more {pecioully 
coloured, but in truth dolen from 
that 
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hat to which he had denied his 


aflent. 

‘the general objects to be pro- 
vided for in the formation of a fyf- 
tem for India were the civil and 
military government, the revenues, 
and the commerce. | he queiuon 
re{pe ‘ing the perfons in whom the 

roperty “ot their territories velted, 
had never been “nally fettled, I here 
were claims to be afcertained, and 
ynterefts to be divided. |] he claims 
of prefeription and general jutlice 
were to be attended to ; the happi- 
nefs of the natives was to be 
ftudied ; and laft of all, they were 
to contider what were likely to be 
the etiects of the o .vernment otf In- 
dia on the government ot Britain ; ; 
how it mi: che affect our con!itution 
in point of influence, and how it 
might be rendered at once vigorous 
and unalarming. In his attempt 
to fecure theie points, he would 
lay down certain principles that to 
him appeared indifpentabie. ‘The 
civil and military government of 
India, or in other words , the im- 
crial dominion. of our territories 
in the Eatt, ought to be placed un- 
der other comerel than that of the 
company of merchants in Leaden- 
hall-ttreet, the control of the ge- 
nimne and leeitimate executive 
branch of the conttitution. {the 
commerce of the company fhould 
be left as much as poflible to their 
own fuperintendence: commerce 
oucht always to be lefr to the mer- 
chant unfhackled, unembarratied 
with interferences, which might im- 
pede its current, and diminith its 
fecurity. Finally, capricious et- 
fects trom the government of India 
on the contitution o: BStain were 
to be afiiuoufly avoided Mr. Pitt 
underitoad well, that it was more 
eafy to exhibit principles than to 
adopt prov ifions. He only exhibited 
chem to ferve as land-marks to the 
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houfe in the exemination of his 
fy lem, fince he fhould fucceed or 
fail, ‘uit fo far as he reached, or 
came fhort of thefe ideas. 

A control in the executive branch 
of our legiflature over the concerns 
of the company, was not new ; it 
had been e:ablifhed by the bill ot 
1773. But the former interference 
of minilters had not been beneficial, 
becaute it had not been active and 
vigilant. His propofal therefore 
was, that a board fhould be infti- 
tuted for this individual purpofe, 
to be appointed by the king, and 
to confitt of the fecretary of fare 
for the home department, the chan- 
cellor of the e: chequer, and a cers 
tan number of the privy council. 
‘The difpatches of the company were 
to be fubmitred to this board, were 
to be fubjectto their control, and 
were not to be ient to india till 
counterfigned by them. ‘un order 
tO prevent que'tions, reipecting 
what taote things migh: be, that 
belonged to the com: nercial and to 
the political concerns of the come 
pany, it was propofed, tiat the dif- 
patches upon the tormer fubject 
fhould be fubmitted to the board, 
and that, in cate of any difference, 
the appeal fhould be to the king in 
council, “The company had chear- 
fully yielded to the crown the ap- 
pointment of the councils abroad. 

This conceffion Mr. Pict had not ac- 
cepted. He thought however that 
the appointment of the commander 
in chict thould be clearly in the 
crown. He propofed that he fhould 
have a voice in the council next af- 
ter the prefident; that the king 
fhould be empowered to be,tow the 
reveriion of his office ; that the king 
might recal the governor-ge neral, 

the prefidents, and any members 
of their councils. He yielded th: 
appointment of all officers, with the 
fingle exceptions he had ftated, to 
D 4 the 
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the court of directors, fubject to 
the appro! ation of the hing, and 
that in cafe of aa negative, the 
directors fliould proceed to a fecond 
choice, and fo ter He 
took from the court ot proprietors 
~ ir p rivileve ol re fcind ing or al- 

ering the procce _— court 
of directors. Wi ith reipect to the 
ment abroad, it was Mr 
Pitt’s idea, that their authority 
fhould comprite in it a confiderable 
diferetion, accompanied with the 
retiraint of refponhibility. He pro- 
poted, that there thoul’ be a revilion 
ot the et ments in India with 
a view to retrenchments, that ap- 
pointments fhould take place by 
eradation, and that there fhould be 
erected a new and fummary tribu- 
nal tor the trial of offences com- 
mitted in that country. ‘The chan- 
cellor of the exchequer admired the 
{pirit of Mr. Fox’s bill with refpect 
but he thought 
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eeneral indicriminate reftitution as 
bad indiferiminate confifcation. 
He propofed therefore that an en- 
quiry {hot ld be inftituted for the 
reftoring fuch as had 


purpotc ot 
been irregularly and unjutily de- 
| thou! d he { lee 


prived, hat ther 

cured ava: vio rlence in future. 

Thefe la!) provifions were net in- 

cluded in the bill repared 
f the houfe 
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prejudice on a point, which fo ma. 
terially affected the protperity and 
character of the na 10n, and the 
welfare and happinefs of a vatt 
number ot the human race. 

The evils exiiting in the admi. 
nitration of India were great and 
enormous. They derived trom the 
want of energy in the government 
at home, and the undue ‘and corr upt 
influence by which the tfervants of 
the company had been enabled to 
di‘tate to the a ee ie and the 
directors. Mr. Pitt had challenged 
a comparifon with the bill that had 
pafied the houle of commons, and 
it was their bufinefs to compare 
them in their various tendencies to 
corre¢t thefe evils, and to obtain the 
advantages of a good, an humane 
and permanent government. The 
bill under confideration, by con- 
tinuing the powers of the court of 
directors, and by rendering them 
dependent tor their exiftence upon 
the proprietors, had no tendency to 
eradicate any mifchief, or to obtain 
any valuable improvement. Mat- 
ters were allowed to move on in 
their former track. Thofe who 
fuperintended muft look to their 
contituents, aud thefe might {tll 
a decided not by motives ot public 

tility, not by the fentiments of 
wns deliberation, but by a 
influence and pertonal intereit. No 
where was the connection heswenll 
reprefentit ve and conflituent bo- 
dies better exemplified than in that 
houie. There every man withed to 
accommodate himfelf to the inch 
nations of the electors, and was 

1sious toconciliate their approba- 
tion, frien‘thip and good offices, 
that he might not be difmified. 
Equal to and greater than this 
mutt be the influence of the fer- 
vants abroad over their matters at 
home, fince they had not only tre 
power of election in the firit in 
flance, 
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fiance, but the means of corruption 
in the fecond. 

Another obiection to the bill was 
that ic infured no effective mode of 
obedience. According to every re- 
{pectable idea of jurifprudence, the 
executive authority in every well 

‘egulated government, Ou; ght t »> be 
p! ced in as tew hands as poth hble. 

‘This was the conitant theme of 
thofe who declaimed on the advan- 
tages of monarchical government ; 
and on reafonings ought certan ly 
to be admitted, fo far as they were 
agreeable to the maxims of free- 
dom. Th governors however in 
the prefent fyftem were not only) 
numerous, but they coniitted of 
two diftinct bodies, conitituted on 
difterent principles, s, actuated by 
various motives, and influenced, 

it might fometimes hap pen, by por 
polite intereits. ‘jhe one is to have 
the power of nomination, the other 
the privilege ot recal. Inthe fame 
manner, the civil governor was to 
be appointed by one party, and the 
commander in chief by another. 
But was it not the firtt object of 
every well-regulated fociety to pre- 
ferve an entire correfpondence be- 
tween the civil and the military 
government, and a complete fub- 
ordination of the tormer to the lat- 
ter? The author of the bill had 
torefeen, that between powers to 
independent of each other, an ap- 
peal would be fometimes unavoid- 
able ; and where was it lodged ? In 
one of themfelves, In a party con- 
€ ned, who could not in the eye 
either of equity or |: iW, interefted 
as he was in the iiue of the plea, 
act with fairnets and candour. Le- 
citlatures had never appeared fo ri- 
diculous as in forming laws, which 
mace no allowance tor the imper- 
fections of haman nature. In fo 
divided a governm. nt as this, where 
could there exiit cither energy or 

i 





HISTORY. Sy 


execution ? Founded in principles 

hererogeneous, how could it be 
other than the conftant victim of 
internal diftraction ? 

By this-bill, the gov ernor-general 
Was to have the tame powers of in- 
terior regulation as he had before. 
Did not the very afpect of this 
fyitem hold out the mott flattering 
encouragement to all the various 
modes of intrigue, peculation and 
outrage, Which had been brought 
into ufe in that miferable quarter 
of the elobe ? Could fuccetfion and 
er dation be cafily ettablifhed under 
an otheer potiering the very fame 
pr vale res, US thi fe, with which it 
has be en fo long the habit to a& 
without reeard to order or merit ? 
Was it likely that thefe abufes 
would be avoide! at a diftance which 
rendered ditcipline impracticable ? 
But this bill provided the remedy 
of recal. And ot what value was 
' Did not all the of- 
ficers ot tlate, whether political or 
inilitary, depend upon the govere 
nor-general ¢ Would they not re- 
gard him therefore as one in whofe 
othcil exitience they were pecue 
liarly interetted? Would they not, 
if he fhould chufe to be refractory, 
ftrengthen his principles of difobe- 
dience? ‘he governor-gencral mut 
be more than man to withiland fo 
potent a orp age Surrounded 
and tortified by a variety of indi- 
viduals in every departinent of life, 
who owed their exittence to hime 
i¢ was not the orders of a body of 
men however retpectable, that were 
inagreat meafure unconnected with 
the country in which he refided, 
that could affect him. 

A contiderable fource of objec- 
tion to the bill which had been 
adopted by that houfe, had been 
the intluence it was fuppofed to 
create, ‘The bill of Mr. Pitt cre- 
ated an equal proportion of in- 

fluence, 


me — 
this remedy 
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fivence, but lodged in different 
hands, and exerted in a different 
manner. ‘ihe prefent bill lodged 
it in the crown; by the former it 
had been placed in parliamentary 
comimmifhoners. Whatever intlu- 
ence had been embraced by that 
bill, bad been avowedly for the 

r of creating a itrong and 
efficient control in thia country over 
our poffetiions in india. It was 
full of opennefs, refponfibility and 
fairneis; every thing was to be 
canvafled with freedom in that 
houfe. But the prefent plan car- 
ried upon the face of it, the fea- 
tures of its authors, and the cir- 
cumftances to which they owed 
their exitience. It was full of dark 


defign, and fecret influence. Wouid 
any man fay, that the appointment 
of the fervants of the company 
upon this fy em, would not in fact 
originate in the crown, and that 
the mofl extenlive patronage would 
not be derived to it? But this was 


done in a covert and concealed 
manner, under the aufpices of in 
violable prerogative, and unaccom- 
panied with the character of ref- 
pontibility. 

To finifh the character of this 
fyftem, and its compariton with 
that by which it had been preced- 
ed, Mr. Fox would obierve, that 
the one had gone fubjantially, et- 
fectually and permanently to a re- 
gulation of an entire fyiem of Afi- 
atic management, the other parti- 
ally, imperfectly ard fuperfteially. 
Every degree ot contufion and dil- 


minifters. He had employed the 
entire Chriiimas recefs in correa 
ing and completing his fytiem : and 
now in the mature and polithed 
ftate in which he had fubmitted jr 
to the confideration of parliament, 
what was its characler? Were 
Mr. fox to give a fchoolboy an 
exersile, how he might moii effec. 
tually involve the affairs of the 
company, he believed the inven. 
tion of man could not have hit on 
an expedient fo likely to anfwer 
the purpofe. He was therefore 
decidedly againft the principle and 
regulations of the prefent bill. Ie 
tended to no reformation at home, 
and no correciion of abuics abroad, 
It tended not to remedy any of the 
evils which had fitbfitied for f lone 
atime, or to puta period to thole 
barbarities, which had iigmatifed 
and rendered infamous the charac. 
ter of Lritain and the annals of 
India. {i adopted, the company 
might fead out their orders to their 
fervants, they might, as in former 
in‘iances, replenifh their letters 
with morals and ethics, but he 
did not hefitate to fay, that our 
Eallern pofieiions would be irreco- 
verably loft to this country. 

Mr. Lufhington, a director of 
the Exft India coinpany, remarked 
to the houfe, that the tact refpect- 
ing the concurrence of that com- 
pany had been mistited. ‘The pro- 
poicions of the minifler had not 
been communicated to the diree- 
tors, at leait fo as ro have their ac- 


quietcence, prior to the diicufioa 
in. the court of proprietors. He 
related circumfantially the hurry 
and precipitation with which they 
had been carried through the latter 
court, He complained from thefe 
circumflances, of not having ob- 
tained an opportunity of delivering 
his fentiments upon them at the 
India-houle. It was aflerted how- 

2 ever 


traction that could be fuppofed, 
Was not merely not provided a- 

aint, but was actually foftered and 
ain into exif ence by the bill 
now propofed. Mr. Pitt had fome 
time fince fugecited ro the houfe, 
that he had formed a plan for the 
retorm of India, in order to induce 
them to reject the bill of the late 
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eyer by commodore Johnitone, that 
the matter of their béing fubmite 
ted to the proprietors previpufly to 
the directors was purely accidental ; 
th at they had fince been d foufied 
in the court of directors, that they 
had there met with no oppofition, 
and that they had been unanjmoutly 
agreed (0, though Mr. Lufhington 
himtelt was prefenc. t length 
the houfe divided upon the quel 
tion tor the bill’s bcing fent toa 
committee, ayes Zig, mMoes 222, 
maj: ority dD. 

The quetiion was no fooner dif 
pofed of, than ir. Foy role. in or- 
der to fecure the exitence of pare 
liament Npon the tuppoted tuith ot 
the khing’s an wer, by movlag for 
leave to bring to ward 2 ‘vain, under 
certain modifications, his bill for vett- 
ing the aftairs of India in the hands 
of certain confiniifioners or directors, 
Upon this oecafion he remarked, 
that he was ready, in deference to 
the fenie of iome very retpectable 
gentlemen, to yield to them every 
part of his bill, except the two 
grand principles of havjng a go- 
vernment at home, and a perma- 
nent government. Hie was ready 
in particular to give up the affair 
of the patronage, though he con- 
ceived the ceflon to be upon the 
whole iniinical to the meature, and 
to fuffer matters to run in the chan- 
nel ot fucceffion and regular gia- 
dation. 

rt he houfe of commons was now 
exciied to the hichet: decree of un- 
eaiinefs and anxiety upon the point 
of adidclution. The quettion was 
not lefs intere)' ing to every indivi- 
dual within thofe walls, than to 
what the majority a, to be 
the caufe of treedom and the com- 
munity. The anfwer of the king 
t the addreis that had been pre- 
fented prev oufly to the Chritimas 


recefs contained in it fomething of 


ambiguity, and had experienced 
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various interpretations, By Mr. 
Fox it was obierved, that the shalt 
of * not interrupting the meetin 
ot parliament, ”? was fallacious an 
fophi ical ; and that its defign ap- 
parently was to hold the {word of 
diffuluuon fufpended over the com- 
mous, to deicend upon them or 
not, as they flould appear in their 
conduct to be intrepid or fervile. 
It was remarked however by fome 
of his friends, that they did not 
appreheud trom that anfwer, that 
there was any intention to diffolve 
or prorogue the parliament. ‘The 
would not read the anfwer wit 
the eye of a fpecial pleader, but as 
the king admitted the neceflity of 
vigilance and a:tention to public 
affairs, they conceived that he ad- 
mitted as a jutt inference, that 
an interruption of the proceedings 
of the houle would be prejudicial 
to them. .f any miniller, it was 
added, had! put ‘fuch a fallacy, as 
this muit be upon any other inter- 
pretation, into tite moft facred 
mouth in the kingdom, he had 
groisly infulted the houfe of com- 
mons, and been guilty of a piece of 
duplicity, that would have dif- 
graced the loweit pettifogver in 
practice ; of which a Newgate fo- 
hicitor would have been athamed. 
The comments of different perfons 
upon the aniwer being thus irre 
concileable, the chancellor of the 
exchequer was now called upon 
from all tides of toe houfe to give 
a fati factory e* planation of its 
meaning. 

{twas long before Mr. Pitt could 
be prevailed upon by the extreme 
and app:rent anxiety both of his 
friends and his opponents, to rife 
from his feat or utter a tingle word 
upon this delicaie queflion. He 
at length rote to remark that it 
would be much unbecoming in 
him to comment upon the w ords of 
a gracious anfwer of the fovereign 


delj- 
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delivered from the throne. It was 
however objected to him that this 
was a new doctrine ; that the an- 
fwers of the king and the tpeeches 
from the throne, were regarded by 
the conftitution as the ipeeches of 
the minitter, that he was refpon- 
fible tor them, and that of courfe 
it belonged to him to explain 
ghem when they weye not futhci- 
ently underftood. ‘To this he re- 
lied, that the argument Which had 
iis employed, wis with him a 
firong reafon for refuling to give 
en explanation 1 his place, as an 
individual member of the hou‘e of 
commons, and tor which he was 
not reiponfible, of an anfwWer in 
which his refponfibility was in- 
wolved as a minitter of the fove- 
reign. He added, that he would 
pever compromile or bargain away 
the prerogative of the kine, by pro- 
mifing generally, and without any 
expreffion ot limitation or gualiti- 
cation, not to exercile the prero- 


gative of diflolving parliament in 


the courte of a ieflion. For the 
reft he would note > defcend to an- 
{wer interrogatories which he did 
not think individuals ntled to put 
tohim. He had nor long been ac- 
cufiomed to the violence of that 
houle, or to their harfh languace ; 
but he had been long enough ac- 
cuttomed to it, to affiure them that 
neither unfupported flander, nor 
intemperate language, fhould ever 
fuceced to difcompote bis Mind. 

In the courte of this debate 
veral members, and among them 
fome of the greatett tavourers of 
the prefent adiminiitration, refe, 
and fucceilively preiled the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer to give 
fome decifion refpesting a diffolu- 
tionof parliament. His obftimate and 
invincible filence at leneth fpreid 
aeneral opinion among the 
mons, that the event would be an- 
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nounced to the public the nexe 
morning. The contlernation thae 
took place on this conviction was 
extreme. The ill humour and dift 
content of the houfe rofe to the 
highe!t pitch ; and fuch appeared 
to be their temper at the moment, 
that any refolution, tending tg 
throw a difficulty or catta ttivma 
upon that meafure, would probably 
have been carried by a great majo- 
ritv. Mir. Fox at length interpoied 
with the houfe. He requetted 
them to give the chancellor of the 
exchequer ume to recover from 
the chagrin into which the rejec- 
tion of his bill mi¢ht have thrown 
him, and he prevailed upon them 
to fulpend all iarther proceedings 
tothe next day, which was Sature 
day. Mr. Pitt however having on 
that day in anfiver to the interro- 
gatory of Mr. Powvs, intormed 
the houfe, that he had no inten- 
tion to prevent their meeting on 
the following Monday, and added, 
that the fituation of the country was 
fuch as would, in his opinion, ren 
der an iminediate diffolution of pare 
lament a very improper meature, 
they immediately broke up. On 
Monday a refolution was entered in- 
to by the commons, moved by Mr. 
Eden, and feconded by Mr. Charles 
Martham, purporting, ‘6 "Phat it ap- 
pr ired to that houte that the king’s 
antwer contained affurances upon 
which they could not but mot 
firmly rely, that he would not by 
the prorogation or diff>lution of 
parhament, interrupt them in the 
confideration of proper meatures, 
for regulating the affairs of the 
Fatt India company, and fupporte 
ing the public credit and revenues 
of this country : objects which in 
the opinion of the kine, the houte 
and tae public, could not but de- 
mand their moit immediate and un- 
remitting attention.” 
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INCE we have been able to 
look back, in a manner fome- 
iat calm and difinteretted, upon 
vhs ereat contett, it feems to have 


been the univerfal opinion, that it 


the two parties had been lett to 
themielves, and the people of Eng- 
land had ttood by, the mute and 
iilent {pectators ot the folemn trant- 
action, the houfe of commons mutl 
intallibly have been the victors. 
Without their concurrence no pub- 
lic bufinefs could have been pur- 
fued. ‘To have maintained them 
therefore in exiitence di ring their 
naturalterm, or tor any contiderable 
peraes, would have been ta have 

yielded the conte{t, and to have 
thrown down the cherifhed de- 
fences of monarchy. ‘To have dil- 
folved them, upon the fuppofition 
we have ituted, muit have been a 
nugatory meafure. The nation 
took no part in the contelt, the 
houle of commons mutt therefore 
be prefumed to retain the fame cha- 
rater notwithftanding the inci- 
dental and unimportant event of a 
re-election. Ot confequence the 
republican part of our conttitution 
mutt have vained new firength ; 
What has ulually been undertiood 
by the term of our liberties mutt 
have been extended; and the limi- 
tations of monarchy mutt have 
been, fhall we fay, brought with- 
in a narrower compafs, or only 
more accurately defined and move 
immutably ettablithed ? 

Such then were the ideas-of that 
large and powertul body of men 
ia this country who had inlitt- 
ed themielves under the flandard 
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of the coalition. Such were their 
fanguine expectations, and fuch 
the undoubtingneis of their confi- 
dence. Filled with the impreflon 
ot large meatures, rapid and com- 
prehentive fyttems, and grand cons 
ttitutional queitions, they loft in 
the vait ocean of eternal politics, 
thofe little, trifling, imperceptible 
circumitances, Which thould ever 
claim a fhure in the attention and 
difquilitions of the — tlatefman. 
While the heavens were clear over 
their heads, while the blue ex- 
pante ttretched in all its radiance 
on every fide, they did not perceive 
that litle cloud in the corner of 
the fcene, which was quickly to 
overfpread their hemifphere, and 
to brew the dreadtul tlorm that 
overwhelmed their fyitems with un- 
diitinguithed ruin. 

The vulear, by which we would 
not be undertlood exclutively ta 
mean the poorer part of the’ com- 
munity, are feldoim difpofed to give 
a very implicit credit to the protef- 
fions of heroie virtue. Kvery man 
is to himlelt the ttandard ot his na- 
ture, and of thofe emotions of the 
foul which he js nor inured to feel, 
he is noteatily induced to credit the 
exiftence. ‘The man particularly, 
who by the fweat of his brow carnas 
the fubtittence of his family, con- 
ceives that that lucre, whith his 
fituation obliges him to mike al- 
mott the indeviate object of his até 
tention, 1s upon a lareer feale the 
object alike of the bearded fage, the 
folemn pedant, the fupple courtier, 
and the haughty tiatefman. ‘lo 
deicend to a common and obvi-us 
ine 
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inflance, we have heard it fre- 
quently enquired by perfons of this 
clafs, what is the falary that is an- 
pexed t the flation of a member of 

rliament: nor is it potlible to 
perfua.e thym, that for mere ho- 
nour, dignity and rank, uncon- 
nected with any emelument, men. 
would labour fo hard, and difburte 
fo lavifhiy. 

If they are ever to be perfuaded to 
entertain liberal and charitab!e fen- 
timents of any man, it is of the man 
whom they concerve to be overs 
whelmed with adverfity, and to be 
borne hard upon by the unfeeling 
hand of power. ‘Thus fituated, the 
long oppofition tothe adminiftrat'on 
of fir Kobert Walpole, and the long 
oppolition to the adminiftration of 
lord North, alike obtained to them- 
felves a flourifhing and enviable 
reputation. But when oppofition 
has once gained the ends of its ex- 
iftence, when it has placed itlelt 


in the fituation of the men againtt 
whom its efforts were directed, it 


alfo participates their fate. ‘There 
is no article that makes a more con- 
fpicuous figure in the received and 
orthodox creed, than that of the 
poct; *¢Itis the bright day that 
brings forth the adder:” and how- 
ever the virtucs of adverfity may 
fometimes be preferved in profpe- 
rity, in the jealous and illiberal 
criticifm of the public they are 
almoit never acknowledged, We 
make not thele obiervations from a 
particular attachment to any party. 
For ourtelves, we are perfuaded of 
the intecrity of the leaders of both ; 
that is, we are perfuaded that Mr. 
Pitt and Mr. Fox in the countett we 
are relating, each of them believed 
his predominant motive to be the 
public welfare. 

‘¢ A man’s reputation,” fays 
Hamlet, “ may furvive him half 
a year ;” and it the adminiftration 
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of lord Rockingham retairied jtj 
public honours entire fcr near three 
months after it came into power, 
this is to be loosed upon as partake 
ing of the nature of a miracle, Ip 
the unfortunate diffentions that ep. 
fued upon the death of that noble. 
man, each party loft much; and 
from that moment a great part of 
the public looked with feepticifin 
and contempt upon the patriotifin 
of both. In the fubfequent coa 
lition, between Mr. Fox and the 
great object of his political perfe. 
cution, whatever may be its merit 
as a meafure of general policy, 
there were all thofe fpecious cir. 
cumftances which appeal immedi 
ately to the icorn of the multitude 
and which excite prejudices almot 
invincible. 

It were however unphilofophical 
and childifh to afhrm, that circum. 
ftances, which did little more than 
bring back the multitude to the 
opinion they are inured to enter 
tain of men in power, could alone 
have produced very tormidable ef 
fects. An appeal which has a much 
ftronger and more decifive effect is 
to be traced to the new burthens 
which in tines of public misfortune 
the ftatefman is oblized to impofe 
upon the community a large. Fors 
tunate is the mini.'er whofe inven- 
tion in this kind, however prolific, 
efcapes untarnifhed trom the feru 
tiny of meagre poverty and fuccefs- 
ful avarice, of poli ical impotence 
on the one hand and fupercilious 
indolence on the other. It was 
trom circumitances of this fort that 
the receipt tax, a fource of revenue 
which obtained the applautfe of 
many unprejudiced thinkers of all 
parties, proved the buafis of a more 
exteniive and deep-rooted unpopie | 
larity than was almoit ever created 
by any fingle unconne“ted meafures 
Of the two diliributions we have 

made 
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made, it fell upon that which has 
much w eight in the common weal, 
and which is ever eager to have 
this weigat perceived and acknow- 
ledged. = It dittur! ed old habits, it 
op) uted rooted prejudices, and it 
gave trot ubie and inconvenience to 
fuch, as are not eatily turned from 
their accuttomed line of practice, 
and are not prov erbially known tor 
their contormity and compliance 
with the inclinations or fuppofed 
advantage of another. An impofi- 
tion that would have fallen upon 
the poor, the helplefs and unpro- 
tected, that would have forced the 
neceflury bread from the hard hand 
of the peatant, would probably have 
come off with a milder fate. 
Soured by the receipt tax, taught 
to hold adminittration as cheap and 
worthlets by the coalition, the next 
objet of attention to the people otf 
England was Mr. Fox’s India bill. 
Meafures of general policy have 
often been adopted by the wily, 
infidious courtier, as the obvious 
fubjects of cratt and delufion. To 
the philanthropit they come re- 
commended by their apparent wil- 
dom and beuctficence ; the man of 
fentiment and tatte perceives in 
them fomething of the tublime, the 
magnificent and the pathetic ; and 
as they are little level to the com 
preh c nfion of the vulgar, they more 
fuccetiively throw a veil over the 
Scanian of power, and the 
finitler exertions of fell-intcrefted 
hy pocrity. On the other hand it 
muit be granted, that meafures of 
great and enlarged policy are pe- 
culiarly expote -d in their outfet, to 
obloquy and cenfure. [tis a maxim 
of comprehentlive philofophy, that 
all private evil terminates in uni- 
verfal good. The converfe of this 
priacip le, that all extentive fublu- 
nary good comprehends in its 
marca a degree of partial mifchicf, 
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is not lefs true. The good thatis 
procured, as it is extended to 
so numbers, falls in a more 
ender portion to every individual. 
The mifchief, the more private 
and the more ifolated it is, is the 
more firongly felt, and the more 
deeply refented. But what is of 
fill greater confequence is the pes 
culiar degree in which fuch mea- 
fures are expofed to the danger of 
mifapprehention and aay rane mea ? 
tion. By thefe the moft alarming 
fears may be created in men who) 
are leait of all connected with the 
butinefs, and the moit intemperate 
oppofition in thote who are to derive 
from it the greatelt benefits, : hefe 
confiderations might alone account 
in a conliderable degree for the une 
popularity of the India bill. But, 
if we add to them the many ferious 
objections that were taken up by 
men, the mott independent in their 
principles, the moit untarnifhed in 
their integrity, we fhall no longer 
be at a lofs for a fource of the mott 
comprehenfive aud alarming con 
equences. 

Influenced by fome or all of thefe 
caules, the common-council of the 
city of London had in the firft in- 
ftance got up, along with the Eatt- 
India company, to “reprefent their 
objections to both houfes of parlia~ 
ment. Onthe 16th of January the 
fame body preiented an addrefs to 
the fovereign, expretling the infi- 
nite concern with which they had 
lately beheld the progres of a meas 
fure, inimical to the prerogatives 
of the crown, to the chartered rights 
of the Eati-India company, and to 
the falety of this free government, 
They thanked the king for the dif- 
mifion of his late minifters, ex- 
prefled their admiration of the cone 
duct of the houfe of lords, and de- 
clared their refolution always to 
fupport the coniftitutional cxercife 
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of prerogative. This addrefs was 
aimott immediately followed by 
fimilar addrefles from the merchants 
and traders of the city of London, 
from the city of Nor wich, and from 
various other populous and refpeci- 
able places. 
The contagion feemed now to be 
adually extending iticlt from one 
part of the kingdom to another, 
and every gazetic threatened the 
ruling party in the houfe ot com- 
mons with three or four reprefent: \- 
tions of this kind. Bur it was im- 
flible, that (o confiderable a body 
of men fhould look with fupinenets 
upon proceedings of fo alarming a 
nature, or fhould not endeavour to 
ftem the torrent which threatened 
deftruction to all their fehemes and 
all their profpects. Superior in 
abilities, equal at leatt in property 
and perfonal influence, lately pot- 
fefled of the mott enviabic popula- 
rity, full of confidence and tull 
of refources, they were not back- 
ward to meet the eneiny in the 
field he had chofen, and to provoke 
the conteit at his favour.te weapons, 
On the roth of January an ad- 
vertifement was inferted in the pub- 
lic papers by the theritis ot Lon- 
dop, fummoning a county meeting 
of the frecholders of Middlefex, 
which had been folicited by the 
friends of the new adminiliration. 
On the 21itinit. this meeting was 
hed. $The partifans of the houte 
of cominons repaired early and in 
contiderable numbers to the place 
ot appointme nt, and an addrets was 
carried by a majority of the meet- 
Ing, reprefenting to the king the 
peculiar fituation of the country, 
the necetlity there appeared for the 
utmott exertion and diligence on 
the part of minitvters, and their de- 
{pair of feeing the fimallest fuccets 
of this kind ebtained without the co- 
operation of parliament; it there- 


fore concluded with imploring the 
fovereign to appoint fuch an ad. 
miniftration, as might poflefs the 
confidence of par liament and the 
public. 

Loud and reiterated complaints 
were however made of this addrefs 
as having been obtained by art and 
management. [t was particularly 
faid, that the room in which the 
mecting was held was not futlcient- 
ly large to admit the whole body of 
the freeholders who had come to 
give their voice, and that a majo- 
rity had been obtained purely by 
the fuperior afliduity of the fuccets- 
ful party in previouily | valning pof- 
feiioa of the room. Influenced by 
thefe reprefentations, the fame au- 
thority appointed a fecond meeting 
tor the rgth of February. In this 
meeting every queition was carried 
in a very decifive manner for the 
new adminittration. 

A contett of the fame kind, but 
carried on with much greater {pirit 
and pe riever: anee, and atiended 
with a more doubtful tuccefs, took 
place in the city of Wettminiter, 
ot which Mr. Fox was one of the 
repreientatives. in this place he 
poficited every ady auntage for ftem- 
ming the ade of popular favour, 
The city of Weltminter con Hitutes 
a body of men ot a ve ry fingular 
character. It ¢ -omprehends Ww thin 
its limits an high degree of repub- 
ican pride and an unlimited fervi- 
litv, much independence of {pirit 
ad much ariflocratic: il fubordina: 
tion. Sources of influence fo op- 
polite and contradictory in their te 
nour have feldom been brought un- 
der the fame manacement, or wield- 
ed by the fame hand. With the 
ariiiocracy indeed Mr. Fox could 
hoa't of the mott i important advan- 
tages. Born of a high and dif: 
tinguifhed family, imme diately des 
fecnded trom a miniiter of great 

abilities, 
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and of much weight 


philinies, 
among the parties into which our 
government is divided, he feemed 


to have an hereditary claim to 
power. What was ot more con- 
fequence than thete, his fuperior 
and unequalled abiliues, his manly, 
rapid and ationithing cloquence, 
were calculated toinduce any party, 
et the head of which he was inclined 
to place himielf, to receive him 
with open arms. Accordingly 
trom the moment in which he took 
that regular and pes Famer. 
part, which has been muaintaine 
by him tor feveral years, he has 
been able to league with him a con- 
neciion of men, more formidable in 
numbers and rank, and more powers 
ful in their influence than any of 
their competitors. Abilities and 
wealth are not always united; and 
there is nothing to be more earnetily 
defired by a body of men already 
fufficientiy complete in refpect to 
the latter, than to place at their 
head aman of talents, activity and 
indufiry. But thefe were not all 
the recommendations of Mr. Fox. 
He was not lefs firm and explicit 
than he was able; and the felfith 
and ungenerous pafhons were never 
KNOWN to maintain a fuccefsful con- 
teitin his breait with the calls of 
friendihip and the emotions of 
cileem. His noble triends were 
therefore attached to him in no 
common degree; and were we to 
talk in the tlyle of merchandize and 
calculation, we might fay that in 
his cafe the eltabiifhed order was 
reverfed, and the indolent and 
overbearing patron aflumed the 
flation of the afliduous and indefa- 
tizable dependent. 

The arittocratical party in this 
metropolis, were its parts always 
harmonifed and united with each 
other, would far outweigh the po- 
pular party. Bug this ie by no 
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means the cafe. ‘To affert there- 
fore the principles of liberty with 
the whig and the republican, and 
to conciliate the kindnefs of the 
vulgar, muttin this fituation be an 
important object: 
in the outfet of his political ca- 
reer, Mr. Fox had been much go- 
verned by the courtly maxims 
which had diflinguifhed the con- 
duct of the late lord Holland, and 
provided he obtained the objects of 
that paffion, by whatever name we 
chufe to denominate it, which na- 
ture had made his ruling one, he 
cared little about the popular ap- 
plaufe which was to attend the pur- 
fuitofit. But having differed with 
the abfolute minitter of the day, he 
turned his attention to new objects, 
and his views became more extend- 
ed and comprehenfive. Friend- 
fhip, efteem, perfonal attachments, 
had been originally propofed by 
him as the ladder of his ambition. 
Driven from this hold, he took re- 
fuge in the bofom of the people. 
Naturally of acomprehenfive mind, 
naturally fraught with good hu- 
mour and general kindnefs, the 
field of popular applaufe feemed to 
be perfectly congenial to him. And 
as it was impoilible for him to pur- 
fue any thing in a cold, indifferent 
and unintereiled manner, he ac- 
cordingly went very confiderable 
lengths for the attainment of his 
object. Having obtained a feat in 
parliament, as the reprefentative 
of Weftminfter, he entered into 
habits of intercourfe with a con- 
fiderable part of his conflituents. 
He met them in public at regular 
intervals, he appealed tothem upon 
all occafions, and he treated them . 
as the proper and chofen judges of 
every part of his conduct. One of 
the difadvantages of popularity did 
not wholly apply to the prefent in- 
fiance. Its tranficas nature is 
& eoun- 
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counteracted by the habits of per- 
fonal intercourfe, and the partial 
tics ot acqua ntance and trendihip 
balance in fome meafure the tickle- 
nefs and inconttancy of publ ¢ op:- 
nion, Accordingly inthe example 
before us, Mr. Fox, by the unpo- 
pular me afures in which he had en- 
gaged, lott much more with the 
people of England, than with the 
inhabitants of: W eflumnter. 

On the fecond of February an 
addrefs was prefented to the king, 
urporting to be the addrefs of the 
dean, fleward, and burgefles of this 
city, and thanking his majetiy for 
the removal of his late minillers. 
‘This addrefs was immediately cen- 
fured by an advertifement trom a 
meeting of the electors in the party 
of Mr. Fox, as having been ob 
tained without public notice, with- 
out fummoning the inhabitants to a 
gencral meeting, and by private 
folicitations trom houfe to houle. 
Sir Cecil Wray, the colleague of 


Mr. Fox, who had prefented the 
addrefs, and who upon this ocea- 
fion ventured to appear among his 
former partifans, met with a re- 
ception fo rude and mortifying as 


to oblige him to take retuge ina 
fudden retreat. In the mean time 
the friends of the late mimtler in- 
vited the inhabitants, by public ad- 
vertifement, to a mer be in Weil- 
Minfter-hall, to confider of an ad- 
drefs to the hing upon the prefent 
hruation of aflairs. Counter ad- 
vertifements were iMfued by rhe 
friends of adminifration; and it 
having been found neceflary by the 
10 rmher, trom motives of conve- 
n} ience, to ch: ingre the dav of ap- 
P ‘intmeat from the roth to the 

ath inftanr, a partial meeting was 
i immoned by the latter tor the day 
ly chofen, in the Court of 
Requeils. The perfons who came 
to rw ard upon this oceafioa were fir 


or iginal 
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Cecil Wray, Dr. Jebb, lord Mp. 
hon, and lord ] Mountmorres, On 
the 14th both parties appeared to 
mutier their entire force, and 
fcene of greater contulion was 
fearcely ever exhibited under the 
awuf{pices of the higheit authorities 
in a civilifed country. The extre. 
mities of party are at all times un. 
amiable. In this cafe they were 
provoked (and this is natural) by 

the party who tc's their popularity 
in almott ev ery corner of the king. 
dom ; and they were met (and this 
is furely to be excufed) by the 
party w ho, if they had heen filent 
and inactive upon the occafion, 
muft have given up one of the 
mott important parts ot their de 
fence, Meanwhile the fobriety of 
freedom, and the generous ree ards 
of public happinets, were lof in 
private animolity, contempt, ab- 
furdity and barbarifm.  Vociferas 
tion was oppofed to vocileration, 
and tumult to tumult. In the 
midit of the contufion, an attempt 
was made by fome ob{cure and 
contemptible individual to difable, 
or otherwife materially injure Mr. 
Fox. Difheartened in fpirit, if not 
overpowered by numbers, his friends 
at length propoted a diviiion, and 
dvew their forces into the arca in 
the tront of the hall. ‘The tafcis 
nation of party carried the leaders 
one tlep farther, and each of them 
publithed a body of contsadi¢tory 
refolutions, the one carried by 4 
prodigious majority, the other by @ 
majority of at leait fixto one. The 
oppofite addreffes were expofed for 
public fignature, but that of Mre 
Fox was never prefented. 

The latt truggle of the kind we 
have related, was of all others the 
mol important to the parties cons 
cerned, to which they both came 
with a hind of reIuctance and difs 
fidence, and in which the fuccefs 
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was, 
er uncertain than in the city of 


if pofhib le, more queitionable 


Weltminter. The county of York 
greatly exceeds in extent any other 
divifion of the kingdom. It had 
long dilinguifhed itlelt in the fore- 
moit rank among the inhabitants of 
this country, as the aflertors of li- 
berty and the advocates of purity 
and renovation. ‘Their decifion 
therefore feemed of all others the 
moit propst, from which to infer the 
independe ‘nt and unbiafled opinion 
of the people of England. The 
meeting of this county for the pur- 
pote of addreffing the fovereign was 
not held till the 25th day of M: irch, 
when, atter fevcral hours debate, 
the fhow of hands was declared by 
the fherniff to be in favour of the 
new udminittration. A more accu- 
rate decifion was however de- 
manded by means of a divifion, and 
upon the divifion the fleriff declared 
bimfelt unable to decide in favour 
of either party. Some mifrepre- 
{entation having been made of the 
proceedings in the minilterial newf- 
papers, an account was publithed, 
ttating the above facts, authenticated 
by the fheritf, and fiened by the 
duke of Devouthire, the earls of 
Surrey, Carl ies and Fitzwilliam, 
lors Stourton, lord John Cavendith, 
fir Thomas Dundas, and more than 
fixty gentlemen of property and 
coniequence ° 
But the fpirit of thefe exertions, 
on the part of oppotition, was greater 
than their efficacy, and feemed cal- 
culated only to sluttrate and afcer- 
tain the victery of miniflers. Ad- 
dreffes poured in from every fide, 
fiom corporations, from cities, from 
poi towns, and from 
UNE ES. Every addrefs ferved to 
in! - perfeverance and cacrgy into 
the faceef ful party, and to hafer 
and render irrefifible the event of 
‘ua extraordinary contedt, 
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In the mean time a number of 
thote perfons, who had kept them- 
felves moft aloot trom the collifion 
ot {pirits and the enthufiafm of cons 
troverfy, had conceived a wifh to 
fee the great leaders of either party 
uniting to form a broad and exten- 
five adminiftration. ‘There isa pros 
penfiy. in all men to regard the 
ivenes in which they are concerned, 
or of which they are the fpectaors, 
as the moit important that ever filled 
the theatre of the univerfe. As the 
events are the molt important, by a 
natural confequence the actors are 
the moft eloquent, the moft accome 
plifh d, and of the highett ability. 
if two perfons, who have adopted 
opp. olfite fentiments upon great poli- 
tical queltions, maintain the conteftt 
for any length of time, and with 
doubtful fuccels, the modelt, the 
unaflumine and the humane are 
immediately led to refleét what pros 
digies might be pertormed, what 
boundlefs and invaluable benefits 
might be produced by the unjon of 
men, who, when thus oppoted to 
euch other, are able to dittract ag 
empire. An opinion of this kind 
had gained many dilinteretted parti- 
fans to the coalition of lord North 
and Mr. Fox. A timilar opinion at 
this time induced many perlons to 
with fora new coalition, and a more 
complete union of parties. 

It has been a proverbial maxim, 
that in the midft of turbulence and 
confution, the voice of reafom can 
obt: tin no atrention ; and that it is 
only 1 in the fe renity of a po! litical 
calm that her low and unobtrufise 
whifpers are heard. The muaim is 
not alwavs truce. In a free govern- 
ment, like ours, it is the calm of 
permanence and the fpring-tide of 
profperity thar beyond aii things 
render him tnart its at the helm, deaf 
to the fagenets of wifdom and the 
fubriety ot advice. It is, on the 

i : ether 





5 SRITIS 


other hand, in the feafon of war 
and calamity that the barriers ol the 
conttitution gain additional firmnefs, 
and the principles of liberty ae ex- 
tended and realifed. In like man- 
ner it is in the very turbulence and 
madne{s of faction, when party 
apaint party wages a doubrtul 
Rrife, thar the independent, the un- 
connected and the unpretending 
aflume to themfelves a degiee of 
weight and importance grealy be- 
yond their natural proportion. 

La the pretent iniiance the weig he 
jccms to have been telt individually, 
Gctore the idea was conc-ived of a 
combination ot forces. “The tirength 
ot each party being fo tormidable to 
the other, and their numbers teeming 
to approa hh every day to a more ac~ 
curate balance, every eve was turn- 
ed, every bofom was ready to re- 
ecive thofe men, who, partly from 
the exquilitenefs of their mtegriiys 
and partly perhaps from a certain 
teeblenefs and tudecilion of inrellect, 
feemed to hefirnte between the op- 


pofite meafures, and to afford ty the 


pulofopher and the iatciinan ne 
ground trom whieh to infer the te- 
your of their furure conduct. A 
charaéter of this kind, that in the 
prefent moment of nwbulence and 
anxiety chyapea the jvremor atten= 
tion, was Mr. Thomas Powys. He 
was ablent on the day upoa which 
the great quciiion of tecret influ: ace 
was inoved, previoufly to the Chiiit- 
mas recefs; but he afterwards de- 
cared, that had he been pretence at 
that time, he fhoald bave fupported 
the refolutions. He bad becn among 
the warmeii and mott vehement op- 
ponents of Mr, Fox’s India bill. 

fe was clearty of opinion, that it 
was MMproper tv sdopt mealures for 
rmmoviey an admen ration without 
Saal, and without an explicit: and 
mtyulargharge bethy exhinitedagaiutt 


them. At the fume time he was eu 


@ntiuhaitic id Daey ot he repul 
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can part of our con ‘Titation, Hg 
had tirongly and individually op. 
pofed the refolutions that wore 
pouned againtt the reigning admi. 
niftration ; but when the refolucions 
had rece.ved the function of the 
houfe of commons, he knew nog 
how to bear that they fhould be dit 
obeyed and treated with contempy 
His fentiment upon this head was 
not founded on the inpreffions of a 
fulfe amd facthious honour: he 
would not bave theught the houfe 
of commons degraded,. could they 
have been perfuadcd to rescind 
them from the journals ; but be be. 
lieved that the moi refpectable, the 
moi fuered,. the popular part of our 
conftitution ought net to experience 
the minutedt degree of neglect and 
inattention. Dhritracted tor a mo- 
ment between the oppofire tec lings 
ot erteem for Mr. Pit, and vene 
raion for the reprefenratives of the 
people, he declared, that, however 
neceffiry and incifpenhbie was the 
mneature, be knew not hew 
advite Tr. Pitt to refien; lie 
khuew not how he could be exped- 
ed to agree tO march out of the 
fortrefs wath a halter about ho 
neck. Upon mature reflexion how: 
ever Mr. Powys was convinced, 
that no diferace could poilibly ref 
upon one party, for confulting by 
the moit inettunable facritices the 
more ficred honour of the other, 
From this moment his éonduct be- 
came char, explicit and uniform; 
and he conmianily voted for the re 
malader of the ielhom withthe party 
of the ex-miniilers. 

Various bints, recoramending 4 
junction of parties, had been thrown 
out early in the prefent contelt by 
unconnected individuals. The bint 
fecmed to be reecived with much 
attention and applaufe, and the cot- 
tucion of thoi ideas was cont 
nitatly fpreading, At leneth, bya 
kind of co&ecit, a general raceting 
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wasinrite! of fuch members of the 


hkoufe of Coummons as were deirous 


ot pronotne this purpete, to he 
held at _ ot. Albans ¢awera, on 
the 26th of Janucty. Upon their 
aflemblng, shin numbers anronnted 
to fitry three perfons, ard they im- 
meal. ely prepare dan addrefs to be 
p: et ated bY a committee of their 
body to the duke of Portlend and 
My. Put. The committce confrited 
of the honourable ‘Thomas Grot- 
venor, the honourable Charles 
Marfham, fir William Lemon, and 
Me. Powys. The firtt dithculty that 
was ftarted originated with the duke 


f Portland. He declared himfelf 


hs appy in obeying the commands ot 
bw re [pectable a meeting, bur de- 
clined un interview with Mr. Pitre fo 
long as he remained tn his minilte- 


vial capacity, It was fuggeted 


however by this nobleman, un an 
alter-communication, that if any 
expecient could be devi-ed for re- 
moving thes embarratfiment, be 
fhould with much willingaefs con- 
tribute every thing in his power to 
promote the object of their wifhes 
Phe expedient here alluded to, anil 
which had been pradlifed in fome 
recent inftances, was tor the mini- 
fter ty make a public declaration in 
the houfe of commons, that the 
omeees of government were only 
held by him and his celleagues till 
the arrangement of a new ‘admini- 
{tration fheuld be compteted. Ac- 
tual refignation however, and this 
ingelian were equally rejected by 
Mr. Pitt. The negodianoan being 
thus, in the language of the meet- 
ine, fufpended, their next meafure 
Was to move a refolution in the houfe 
of commons, the declared purpofe 
of which was th.t of foftening dif- 
ferences, and relieving any afperity 
that might be fuppoted to ‘bvelong to 
prec: ding refolutionse ‘rhe pure 
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port of the motion was, That the 
pretent arduous and critical firvation 
of public affurs required the exer- 
tions of a firm, efficient, extended, 
united adminutration, entitled to the 
conkdence of the people, and fuch 
as might have agendency to put an 
end to the untortunate divilions and 
diltractions of this country.” The 
mo ion was carried unanimoutfly. 

A fecond refolution was moved 
by Mr. Coke of Nortolk, declare 
ing ¢he continuance of the prefein 
miniiters i in office to be an obttacle 
to the forming a vigorous admini- 
fration. And on the day follow- 
ing it was moved by the imme gen- 
ticman, that both thefe refolutions 
be laid before his majetty. 

Thefe motions were objected te 
by Mr. Dundas, as being direétly 
in oppolition to the refolution that 
had been fubmirted to the houfe | 
the St. Albans meeting. Ic was the 
object of the former motion to pro- 
mote an union of ps arties ; it was the. 
direct tendency of the latrer to ren- 
der that union impracticable. How 
could Mr. Pirr, difgraced by a re- 
fulution, the object of which was te 
compel bim to relinquith his fitua- 
tion, unite himfelf atterwards with 
men whe had employed ayaintt him 
acts of fo unpardonable indelicacy 
tnd violence. Mr. Dundas there- 
fore trufted that every ‘one who 
with fincerity had fupported the 
lait refolution, would give their pe- 
remptory negative to the prefent 
proceedings. He .obferved, that a 
houle of commons might prevail 
against the other houfe of parlia- 
ment, it might prevail againit the 
crown and the prerogative, but in 
no inftance cowld it promife itfelf 
fuccefs when it was in open contett 
with the people. At prefent there 
Was not a fociety of an hundred 
perfons in the country, of which 
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ninety-nine were not the firm and 
avowed friends of adminitration, 
In fuch circumitances then, was it 
fate for that houfe to levy war upon 
the public, and to alford room fur a 
general opinion, that there exifted a 
combination within thofe’ walls 
againit the interefts and the wifhes 
of the people of England ? What 
would be the confequence of fuch ap- 
prehenfions ? All confidence in the 
dignity, the honour and the jullice 
of the houle would be forfeited, and 
mankind would pafs the door of it, 
not with fentiments of veneration 
and refpect, but with expreilive 
marks of derfion and contempt. 
Commodore Johottone reprebated 
the appeal that was made to the 
honour ot the houle, and the per- 
fuatives that were heki out to con- 
fiftency and perfeverance. A mil- 
taken notion of honour was calcu- 
Jated to plunge the houfe into dif- 
ficultics, which it fliould be the ob- 


ject of every honeit man to oppofe 


and prevent. It was an impreiiion 
ot falfe honour that fer the houte 
of commons at variance with their 
conftituents on the great queftion 
of the Middletes election, It was 
an appeal to the honour of the houte 
that had procured fuppore to the 
American war: gentlemen, having 
ence voted for it, were called upon 
to act with conliftency, and not be- 
tray the dignity, the pride and the 
refpect, which, it was contended, 
had food committed trom the firtt 
vote into which the houfe had en- 
tered upon the fubjedt. 

For the country gentlemen, they 
urged Mr, Pitt to move the previous 
que‘iion upon thefe refolutions, and 
tnen to bring forward a motion for 
refeinding all the refolutions into 
which the houfe had entered againft 
the prefent minifers. In both thefe 
meafures they would fupport him ; 
bur i he declined thefe fleps, it 
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was confefled by feveral of them, 
and particularly by Mr. Powys, 
that they thought the houfe could 
not put a negative upon the prefent 
motion. 

Mr. Pitt replied, that he fhould 
certuinly be glad to have the refo. 
lutions already upon the journals 
re-confidered, with a view to their 
being refeinded, but he thoughe 
himlelf obliged to give the pretent 
motion his direct negative. The 
reduction of the great majority, by 
which the oppolition had carried 
their firft queition, into the triflin 
one by which his India bill had 
been rejected, muft convince them 
of the decline of their caufe and 
the hopelefinefs of their proceed. 
ings, 

It had been urged, fauid Mr. Pitt, 
as a ftep requifite, on his part, to an 
union of parties, that he fhould re. 
fign the offices with which his fove. 
reign had honoured him. To this 
he muft obferve, that he forefaw 
the greateft evils to the nation from 
fuch a proceeding, and that, cit 
cuinttanced as he was, neither his 
principles nor his feelings inclined 
him to acompliance. The delicacy 
of his prefent fituation requied 
difcretion ; and he was determined 
to futtain it with as much firmnefs 
and decency as he could. This ree 
{olution was the refult of delibera- 
tion, and no invective or afperfion 
from his opponents fhould induce 
him to counteract the dictates of his 
own judgment. This direction, he 
trufted, would not lead him into 
any very, palpable miftake; and 
while he retained a confidence of 
that forr, it was in vain to expec 
that he would become the dupe of 
the ftratagems of any man. 

Mr. Pitt confidered the refolu- 
tions of the houfe of commons 4s 
by no means binding upon the 
ptinciples of an individual. The 
very 
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bulwark of our confiitution 


very 
was freedom ot 'ipe iking and tree- 


dom of action. ‘Lhe control of 
parlias nent could not reach to thefe 
things, and could not make that a 
fpecies of conduct to be avoiied by 
which had before 


the individual, 


been his duty aa his honour. If 


however the houfe iniified upon 
the dilmiflion of minifters, if they 
belicved them to be as crumanal as 
they were infinusted to be, the road 
to their removal was open. There 
were two conftitutional means that 
mivht be employed tor this purpote ; 
they might either by impeachment 
proceed againtt them for their 
crimes, or they might go up imme- 
diatey with an addrefs tw the crown. 
‘The char re theietore, of their dif- 
turbing the trang, wility ot the coun- 
try, and of their impeding the bu- 
finefs of the public, was invidious 
aud groundiefs.. Why did not the 
leaders of oppolitt m come boldly 
forward and urge the houle to one 
or other of thefe decitive tleps ? It 
was as tutile as it Was im) proper to 
be coming down from tune to time 
founding “the minds of gendemen, 
and exciting them to crowd the 
ftandard of oppolition to a minittry 
which they had it fo much in their 
power to remove, It would be more 
manly and more candid at once to 
pronounce their fentence, and de- 
cide upon their tate, For the pre- 
tent meaiure, it wanted the humi- 


liry and refpect ot an addrels, at 
the fume time that it determined 


nothing. Lc was fullen in its afpect, 
and it approached the throne in a 
way by which the crown could re- 
turn no anfiwer, and which pre 
vented them trom hearing the gra- 
cious fentiments of his majefty upon 
the fubject. 

Mr. Fox obferved upon the in- 
ccnfiiteney of minifters in blamiag 
a meaiure as harfh, aid at the fame 
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time urging the houfe to a meafure 
much ttronger and more ferious, A 
charge was demanded, and an ad- 
dreis urged. Before parliament adopt- 
ed cither the one er the other, it was 
fit that the world fhould be apprited 
whoar was called for an addrets, who 
challenged a charge, who rendered 
both neceflary. And was Mr. Pitt pie- 
pared to } juilify this ftrovg aod indil- 
penfible exertion to that houfe, to his 
own mind, and to his country ? 

But it was now fufliciently ma- 
nifeit, if there had been beiore 
an individual unconvinced of it, 
that Mr. Pitt contidered him- 
felf as fuperior to the houle of 
con-mons, that he iteod forward 
as the unconftitutional minitter of 
the crown, and in this character de- 
{pifed the retolutiens of thar hem 
aie: intaflembly. The houfe was 
of coniequence reduced to the dii- 
agreeable and mortilying fituation 
of being infulted and defpiied by 
ons of its own members with im- 
punity. Wasit pothble » When things 
were fairly and deiiberately conh- 
dered, to account for the obfinacy 
of the miniiler? What motive 
could prevail with him thus to ian- 
talize the public, and to tritie with 
the welfare and the conflitution of 
kuglind? By what topics could 
the fecret advifers otf the king de- 
lude at once the malter and the fer- 
vant? Was at puilible they couid 
perfuade the minilier, that he would 
depart trom his own dignity by ac- 
ceding to the withes of that houfe ? 
Where was the condeleention in 
yielding hisjudgment totheirs, and 
preferring the collected wildom of 
parliament to his own underthand- 
ing? Io his mind, taftead of let- 
tiug him down, it would give a new 
luttre to his character; it would 
fhew that he was not blinded by a 
momentary exaltation, and that be 
had not thrown the reins upon the 
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73 
neck of prefumption and felf-con- 
fidence. 

But they were told that it was a 
leffening of majefty to fuppofe his 
choice m_ this inftence to have 
proved abortive. ** O toolith ad- 
vilers of the hing !” exclaimed Mr. 
Fox. “ He, whofe moit glorious 
and only throne is inthe hearts of a 
Joyal and grateful people, to be thus 
at variance with their reprefentu- 
tives, dues your advice peculiar 
credit! Ye would honour him 
with the fouleft difhonour that can 
ever happen to a foversign! Ye 
would exhibit him over all Eurape, 
not as pofietling the cordiality ot his 
fubjects, but as fquabbling and con- 
tending with thofe, on whom he de- 
pends, from whom his fuppties ori- 
ginate, and without whom his pre- 
rogatives are infignificant and ufe- 
lefs. We would make him reipe¢ted 
all over the world, we would make 
him a bleffing to his fubjects, we 
would make his reign happy to 
himfelf, and happy to all who are 
interefted in his profperity. We 
would make him the glorious and 
patriotic monarch of a wife, con- 
tented and pacific nation,” Upon 
the two laft refolutions the houte 
divided; the former being carried 
by a majority of 19, and the litter 
by a majority of 24. 

On the rth of February the 
meeting of the country gentlemen 
atthe St. Albans tavern came to a 
yefolution declaratory of their opi- 
nion, * That an adminittration, 
founded on the total exclufion of 
the members of the laft or of the 
prefent adininiftration, would be 
Inadequate to the exigencies of the 
public affairs.”” This refolution was 
the fame day read in the houfe of 
commons, and in confequence the 
perfons principally concerned fue- 
cellively rofe to deliver their fen- 
t.meats upon the fubject, Mr, Fox 
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declared himfelf a friend to the 
union. He obferved that this wa; 
not a period that admitted of any 
regard to the hittle punctilios of 
perfonal imporiaue, aed that the 
various necelfiics that prefied upon 
their artention, required an imme. 
diate and decifive remedy. ‘The late 
tranfactions between Ruifia aud the 
Forte, and our relative fituation with 
toreign powers, called for a manice. 
ment, to wh.ch the confidence of the 
houfé of commons was cfiential, 
and which, according as we acs 
qhitted ourfelves, might be pro. 
dudtive-of the bett or the moit per. 
nicious confequences. The report 
which had’ been juit laid upon the 
table from the committce appointed 
to enquire into the illicit practices 
that were ufed in defrauding thé 
revenue, demanded an immediatg 
and effectual attention. If two 
millions annually weré to be faved 
to this counrry, the reform, how. 
ever neceflary, could fearcely be 
received with cordiality in every 
part of the kingdom, and muf 
therefore demand harmony in out 
government and confidence 1m ad. 
miniftration, The credit of the 
ftate called for every fpecies of fup- 
port, and this would inevitably oc. 
cafion taxes to an unprecedented 
extent, The meafures which could 
no longer be with-held in conliftency 
with the public fafety, involved in 
their execution a degree of unpe- 
pularity, that no miniftry could ven- 
ture to encounter without the fup- 
port of a great and ref{pectable ma- 
jority of that houfe. ‘Thefe and 
various other confiderations cauted 
the neceffity of an immediate umion 
of partics to flare every man in the 
face. 

In the mean time Mr, Fox in- 
treited thofe gentlemen, who fo 
laudablv endeavoured to bring about 
an union, not to fuffer themfeives 

to 
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to be harried away with an idea that 
wwe itily t» be produced. Union 
mirot live upon the tongues ot men 
when there Was no cordiality and no 
harmony in their fentiments. “To 
all app-arance indeed union might 
exit, buc in tact difunion and ‘di- 
{iraction Wot ald only be found in the 
council, if the feveral pariies, how- 
ever they might ditter in particular 
points, did not all ttand upon one 
great and broad principle. He had 
alre: aly expericaced this mistorrune 
in one of the two governments in 
which he had borne a part; and he 
had rather, if a union upon princi- 
ple could not be expected, that no 
yoien at all (hould take place. He 
had rather differ in that houfe, where 
he could affign his reafons, and where 
the houfe could decide, than in a fi- 
tuation the nature cf which was, 
chat a man ecoauld not relate the 
caufes of the ditlerence. An union 
not founded upon principle would 
be fallacious, and infinitely more 
Gingerous to the country, than the 
divifions which at this time prevail 
ed within the walls of that boufe. 
The houfe however feemed fg 
generally interefted ‘n the idea of a 
coalition, that Mr. Fox thought 
them entitled to as tull av explana- 
ron on that head as he was able to 
give them. He paid inany comphi- 
mentsto Mr. Pitt's abilities ; he re- 
{pected what he had always under- 
ftood to be his political principles ; 
none ot thefe did any one with whom 
he had converfed with him to re- 
nounce, It was obvious that at leatt 
on his part there could be no animo- 
hty or fpleen, that could ftand in 
the way of a compliance with the 
withes of the houfe. Whatever 


might have occurred in the heat of 


debate, he trufted the right honour- 
uble gentlemen and himfelf were 
alike fenfible, that there could be no 


perfonal contention aad no perfonal 
Ma 


difrefpe& between them, What 
was the object or Mr. Pitt’s ambi- 
tion? Was it not glory, a reputa- 
tion vrafied on the adv anticge which 
he truited she count try mivht one 
day reap from his cxertions in her 
fervice ¢ A nobler, a niore magna- 
nimous paflion he would fay, never 
fired the human breatt; and who- 
ever was not animated by fuch a 
principle, did mor deferve any fhare 
10 the public contidence, was no pro- 
per object of popular approbation, 
was not an eligible candidate for 
Englifimen’s atteation and applaufe. 
Here allo he was not without hopes, 
thar he fhould be permitted to put 
in his claim to a fhare in the fame 
principle, He proieited that every 
other contideration was in his opi- 
nion trivial and of no weight; that 
no fucriiice was too great to be of- 
fered at fuch a thrine, and that 
he would go any lenvths with the 
man, who would meet “him upon this 
truly glorious, patriotic and contii- 
tutional ground, 

Mr. Fox did not well apprehend 
where the difference between him 
and Mr. Pitt with refpeét to mea- 
fures could lie. For their feveral 
plans of reform in the government 
of India, though already decided by 
the houfe, he was ttill willing to ac- 
comnmodate as far as pofible. He 
had already conceded the affair of 
the patronage ; and if any difcord- 
ance of opinion flould continue on 
that head, he faw no impropriety in 
fubmitting the whole to the difcu 
fion of parliament. The only ob- 

tacle then which remained, was the 
prefent fituanon of Mr. Pitr. Rea- 
dy as he was to liften to the propo- 
ful of an union, he mutt norwith- 
ftanding declare, that he could not 
treat with men who retuled to treat 
on conttitutional grounds, ‘There 
could be no cordial, no firm or ef- 
ficient union, fill the right honour- 
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able gcatleman and his party fub- 
mitted to the weice and the di gnity 
ot parkiument. From this point it 
was impotiibie to recede without ja- 
crificngy at once his perion: il ho- 
nour and the con'tt tional conte. 
quence of th: people of England. 
Mg. Pitt gave his entire atlent to 
what bad heen faud by Mr. Fox 
upon the fubject of perfonal con- 
fiderations. If they could agree 
upon every tung ¢hie, It was cer- 
tainly tinpoitidle they fhould differ 
wpon that head. There might 
however be men, avaintt whom he 
had no perfonal dithke, whofe pri- 
vate character he revered, whole 
abilities were eminent, and with 
whom notwithfianding he could 
never bring himlelf to act in the 
cabinet. With refpect to the India 
bill, there were points he had hi- 
therto maintained, and tromy which 
be telt not the leat difpofition to 
recede, And, it the part he had 
gakon in coming into office fhould 
be che oceafion of no other good, 
than that of fuch a melioration of 
this fy lem, as would remove his ap- 
prehenfions tor the con‘titution, he 
ihould tind great confolation in this, 
though his other objections thould 
be lett im as much torce us ever. 
For the re’, he had tid before, 
and he would lepe.t ay vain, that 
there was no law in this hinedom 
that male i: criminal in him to re- 
trim in office in contradiction toa 
refolution of the houfe of come 
rawons. He would however admit, 
ahat the confidence of that houte 
was abfolutely necefflary, and that 
aa adminitration could »ot laft that 
did not poffefs tt. But when he 
con! hideves the dusy he owed te his 
wm and the people, he could 
mot “an the refigning to that 
duty or to hrs own honour, till 2 
proipect fhould’ be opened for the 
forwmog an adnmiaifizration by whom 


the country might be effectuatly 
ferved. Whenever that period 
fhould arrive, he trutled it would 
be found that he was not tenacious 
of power, or delirous to cling to 
office, but that he was actuated 
folely by public and patriotic con. 
fuierations. With = thete dit poli. 
tions how paltry would it be ip 
hun to relign for the fole purpofe 
of treating abo: it returning back 
into office? Waxh what regard to 
perfonal honour or public prins 
ciple could it be expected, that he 
would confent, as Mr. Powys had 
exprefled it, to the marching out 
with a halter about his neex. then 
change his armour, and 1 meanly 
beg to be re-admitted as a voluns 
tecr in tre army ot the enemy, 
‘To put himlelf m fuch a predi- 
cameut, and to truft the toe two 
loofen the halter, and reittore him 
to liberty and honour, was an hu- 
miliation to which neither he, nor 
much greater men, with whom he 
a¢ted and whote tentiments he de- 
livered, would ever condefcend, 
Lord North readily perceived 
that it was to him that Mr. Pitt 
alluded as the perfon with whom 
he could not unite. But from 
whatever quarter that language 
might come, with whatever flow 
of words or elegance of phrafe 
night be delivered, he would never 
defert or be driven from the eround 
on which he ftood in the country, 
to gratity the whim, the caprice, 
or the unreafonable prejudice ot 
any individual. Contident and re- 
folute however as he telt, when he 
coniidered the language of Mr. 
Pitt on that fide, there was another 
view in which the calamities of the 
nation and the diftraction of public 
atizirs inclined him to pay foie at- 
tention to it. If in the opinion of 
the public at large he fhould be 
found the obttacle to the ae 
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ef that ftable, extended and united 
adminiftration, which the pretent 
dittractions required, he would ne- 
ver fiand in the way of fo great and 
neceflary amesfure. tre appealed 
to the unitorm tenor of his lite, 
and warmly declared, that no love 
of power, no deire of emolument, 
po incitements of ambition thould 
ever induce him to iland beiween 
the wilhes and the weltare of his 
country. But in this day of con- 
ceilion for the publ c benefit, con- 
tinued he, Mr, Pitt avoids the fub- 
mifions that he owes to the houfe 
of commons, but flates it as a matter 
of principle to exclude lord North. 
He was but a trifling object indeed 
compared with the conititution of 
Britain, and the honour, the repu- 
tation and dignity of that houfe. 
Let Mr. Pict ditcharge what he 
owed to them, and it was of little 
comparative coniequence what be- 
came of hivtelf Let Mr. Pate 
bend his fullen dignity to the con- 
flitution, and thougs his lordihip 
would nut reire to gratitv the un- 
founded prejucices Of any man, yet 
neither would he allo. any man to 
furpafs him in veneraticn for the 
contitution and attachment to the 
interetis ot this country. 

The declarations et lord North 
were received with the highett ap- 
plaufe in the houfe of commons. 
Mr. Marfham immediately roie to 
return his fincere and hearty thanks 
to that noblem.n tor a conduct fo 
Uprignt, fo diiimrereiied, fo patri- 
ouc, and fo noble. ‘ihe chancel 
lor ot the exchequer, he faid, muft 
now be fenlible that whatever ob- 
ftacle might fubfiit to an union 
re'ed with him. He was now 


called upon to refign, in the man- 
ner that had been pointed out by 
the leaders of the oppolite party. 
Let him dothis, and if he fhould 
aiterwards find any of thofe difi- 
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culties about perfonal confidera- 
tions that were now difclaimed, he 
might then retume his prefent em- 


ployment, and upon ttating the 
treatment he received would un- 
doubtedly obtain an ample {upport 
trom that houfe. Mr. Powys, who, 
upon former occafions, had treated 
lord North with much afperity, 
upon this occafion declared that he 
was notone of thofe Who would infiu 
upon fecluding kim trom a fhare in 
a future adminiftration. Of Mr. 
Pitt he had {till the higheft opinion, 
and he confided in his good fente, 
his virtue, and his patriotifm, that 
he would deliberately confider the 
merits of his fituation, and yield 
to the preiling calls of his country. 
Mr. Powys had alfo confidence in 
Mr. Fox and his friends, that they 
had fair and honourable detigns ia 
the propotition which they had fub- 
mitted to both parties as the ground 
of an union. In calling upon Mr, 
Pitt to refign before they could ne- 
gotiate, it was not to be fuppofed 
that they meant to trick him, The 
Whole country would be pledges 
to him of their honour ; the coun- 
try would not bear to fee a minii- 
try formed without him. Mr. 
Powys added, that he would not 
prefs the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer to give an anfwer now’ 
on the contrary, he wifhed him to 
take time for deliberation, and he 
doubted not, but in a few days, 
the houlfe would receive fuch an 
aniwer as would remove the alarms 
and reitore the harmony and happi- 
nefs of the kingdom. 

A few days after thefe tranf- 
actions, Mr. Pitt caufed it to be 
fiynitied to the gentlemen who had 
omarticularly interefted themfelves 
in the butinefs, that he {till found 
himfelt obliged to adhere to his 
former fentiments, and to refufe 
the expedicnt eather of an actual 
or 
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or virtual reliznation, ‘The friends 
ot union however did not vet de- 
{pairs An idea occurred to thein, 
which they thought might be mu- 
wured into the ground of an inter. 
view, without apy concetlion ot 
principle on cither fide. ‘Lhe idea 
was, that a meflage fhould be tent 
from the king to the du ke ot Port- 
land, intimating, that it was his 
anajefty’s defire, that the duke 
fhould have a conference with Mr. 
Pitt for the purpote ot forming a 
sew adininitiration. ‘Ihe expedi- 
ent was accordingly adopted, and 
it was recommended trom rie {o- 
vereiyn, that their plan thowld be 
burle * on a wide balts and on tuair 
and equal terms.” The meflage 
was regarded by the duke of Pori- 
Jand as futhciently adapted in its 
general idea to remeve the embar- 
raflment under which he had la- 
boured. Sull, however, he withed, 
presioutly to a conterence, to have 
the trms of the meflage tully 
underitood. He could have no 
objection to the word fier 3 it was 
a general seria, and could be inter- 
preted to mean nothing finiiler or 
dithonourabie. | 
was more fpecific and limited ; 

and the duke of Portland thought 
it necefiary, previo uily toa nevocia- 
tien, that Mr. Viet thould explain 
what was the fenfe that he intend- 
ed that thar term fhould convey. 
In antwer to this Mr. Pare fai, 
thatia his mind a perfonal conter- 
ence was the prope: piace tor all 
farther explanations, and declared 
his refolution not in his preteat 
fituation to defeend to particulars. 
In this ftage ot the butinels the ne- 
yociation theretore was te minated, 
and the lait effort of the mee ing 
at the St. Albans was a refolution 
into which thev entered, * that 
they heatd with intinite concern 


¢ all recther pro . ) 
Phot all recther propieis towards ap 


BRITISH 


But the word cyvnal 


AWN D 


union Was prevented by a douk 
reipecuing a tingle word, and were 
ulanimou! iv of opinion that 
would be no dihoi ‘ourable liep in 
either of the gentlemen to ciye 
way, and might be highly advan. 
tagcous to the public welfare.” 

at may be necctlary in this place 
to expl: an, what was pre ecifely the 
grouad of the final feparation b. 
tween Mr, Pitt and the ex-ininif 
ters. ‘This is not upon the origi. 
nal face of the rranfuction extreme. 
dy clear, and 3 much 
difcuiiion 1a the houte of comming. 
Three propofals had been made by 
the duke of Portland to the chan. 
cellor of the exchequer, none of 
which were acoepted. ‘The tirt,, 
thot the duke thould be permitted 
to contirue the mefiage of Mr. Pitt 
to imply a virtual retignation : fe. 
condly, he det red that he might 
receive his maye itv’s commar ds ree 
lative to an ipteryxw trom the fo- 
vereign In perfon; and lattly, he 
required un explanation of one o 
the terms of tne meflage. ‘The 
phrate of equality had been partir 
cularly objected to by Mr. Fox. 
tle regarded it as delutive ; he con 
fidered it as an exprefion that af- 
torded fimall profpect of a concilias 
tion; and he believed that it was 
the deficn of minitters merely te 
torm an oftenfible arrangenent oa 
the batis of equal numbers, with 
out any seed underttanding, and 
without tity of 


unuerwent 


principle. In 
this i interpretation he had been con- 
firmed by the referved and un coms 
plying temper that had been man 


teited by Mr. Pitt through the 
whole ef the tranfaction. And 
he bad often and ttrongly declared, 
that in his o; ploion a greater mile 
fortune could not happen to this 
country, than, that under the co 
lour of a nominal union, there 
fhould be a perpetual ttruggle and 
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contention of firength in the ca- 
binet, inftead of that confidence, 
unanimity and co-operation, which 
alone could be product, ve ot any 
cilential fers Ce. 
‘Chus it was that that pro{pect of 
reiteration and harmony, which 
was looked forward upon with de- 
light by multitudes in this coun- 
try, and which tome of the moi 
refpectable and dilinterefled cha- 
racters it had to beat, employed 
their mott ftrenuous exertions to 
efect, proved sbortive. Certain 
it is that many and very Upportant 
benefits wo lu have refulted from 
this meafure. Allthe doubts which 
had fo unformunately been brought 
LILO at ule ition between p! rerogauve 
and privilege » might have been re- 
fored to the venerable and Un 
certaimy in which they 
had fo long ilood. ‘The pretent 
ia Was uugueilionsbly to be con- 
fidered as & crifS in the contiitu- 
tion of this country. ‘“Lhere is no 
tyitem of } shies that has not its 
bind fides wad its Weakneiles, that 
a fimecre tricud will not be apt to 
divulye and prgelaim. Such were 
the poluts of whether an adimini- 
iiration of the foverc iv th could itand 
in the detiaace ct the vows ot either 
houfe ef parliament, but particu- 
larly of the commons ; and whe- 
ther that grand referve of our free- 
dom, _ _hey-ttone to the arch of 
our libe ws, the retufal of the 
fuppl muehe upon any great 
aud Be event be culled into 
exercile. With whatever popu- 
larity and eclatthe Lite rranfactions 
weie attended, however neceflary 
and iadifpentible may ‘ 
to be their effects, ¢ 


violated un 


be hbelicved 


inhap: vinefs mutt at leatt be con- 
teffed to be included inthem. Af: 
ter an untaterrupted hanony bee 
tween the prince and the re; ublican 
part cf the conthcution ‘ on the 


thus much ot 
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acceflion of the prefent iluftrious: 
houfe, the queitions we have enue 
merated were potitively decided in 
one intiance againit the nm ition at 
large, and the ‘latter of them per- 
haps irrevocably and unappealably 
decided. \WVhat coniequences the 
judgment may have upon the fu- 
ture hittory ot this country is yer 
unknown. We prefume not to 
diflolve the charm. and invade the 
filence: a few more revolutions ot 
adminiitsation will, it i, to be fup- 
poted, precitely alccrtain it. 

But, if the mifearriage of thefe 
negociations 1s calculated to ¢x- 
cite in us fome regret, itis perhaps 
to be contfetled, on the other hand, 
that nothing beautitul, nothing fo- 
lid, nothing permanent, could have 
been predicted from their fuccefs. 
lt is impoilible that a long and 
animated courte of oppofition thould 
exiit between two parties, without 
leaving behind it fome fparks ot 
rancour, fome touches of jealoufy, 
and fome cold and unconciliating 
referves. hele were particuliuly 
vilible, as was natural, on the fide 
of the minitler. PofleMed of power, 
as he conceived, in an honowable 
manner and from unquetionable 
authority, bar atfed and tormented 
by what he reparded as an un- 
principled oppoli tion, and not nae 
turaily endowed, fall we add, 
with that kind of liberality which 
mnakes improbable allowances, he 
could not receive gracelully and 
with good humour his cueriies into 
that to:trets im the detence of which 
he prided hinielf. Something too 
was to be confidered with retpect 
tu the two conttitutional queh Ons 

have ftated. That of the fup- 
plies was yet In embryo; a veil 
might be fuccefstully dr wn over 
it, and the atteinpr that had been 
made, would be a precedent, rather 
favourable than uatavourable to 


tte, 





78, 


the rights of the commons. But 
the other queftion, that of the dit- 
mifion of adminifiration, was tar- 
ther advanced. ‘The example had 
been held out, and each party in- 
fifled upon a decifion in its favour. 
The minifter was clearly ot opinion 
that the flighteit retractation upon 
this head would be a diminution of 
his honour; and the oppofition 
certainly could not give up the 
ueftion, without explicitly de- 
hin. in the face ot the world, 
thar all the complain's they had 
made, all the remonflrances that 
had refounded from one end of the 
kingdom to the other, were pointed 
at only one object, the recovery 
and eitablifhment of their power. 
As it was wcll known that a ma- 
jority in the houfe of lords was 
favourable to the prefent admini- 
ftration, it was with fome degree of 
eagerneis expected by many, that 
they would tike the tield upon this 
important oceafion, and meet the 
refolutions of the commons by 
counter-refolutions on thew part. 
The great excellence of olir con- 
Ritution was faid by thefe men to 
be the checks and controls it in- 
cluded. Whenever one branch of 
the leettlature exceeded the bounds 
to which it was originally reilritt- 
od, there thill remained virtue 
enough ia the others to bring back 
the deviating principle to its pecu- 
iat channel. It was the butinefs 
ot the lords in particular, by the 
gravity and the conitancy ot their 
chara¢ier, from time to time to 
check the nradnefs of a popular 
affeinbiv. Earl Temple, in the be- 
ginning of the feffion, had told the 
lords that they had brought an 
eternal blot upon their names by 
the falence and tupinenets with 
which they had futtered a combi- 
nation of defperate factions to feize 
upon the cloiet of the fovertign, 
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But thefe violent counfels did noe 
feem to coincide with the general 
fentiment. ‘The lords were oblig. 
ed, however unwilling, tacitly to 
contefs their interiority in the feale 
of the legiflature. It the fenfe of 
the nation were not tound to coin. 
cide with their meaiures, the vehe. 
mence of their proceedings would 
only hold them up to general ridj- 
cule. If, om the other hand, the 
new admin ttration were fupported 
by that fenfe, their interference 
would be utelefs and nugatory, 
The conduét of the lords in the re. 
jection of the India bill was accom. 
panied with fome circumftances 
that did net increnfe their popu- 
larity and illuilrate their dignity, 
inthe opinion even of the greatett 
encimies of that bill. And their 
alfiitance was not required to hold 
up a lignal, and to animate the 
courage of the public. The no- 
velty of an adminittration exitting 
independent of the houfe of com- 
mons, and the ferene and placid 
countenance they maintained in 
the midi of every attack that could 
be directed againit them, was abun- 

cantly fufficient forthis purpofe. 
A medium however, after fome 
deliberation, fuited to the circum- 
ftances of the public, was believed 
to be found between thefe oppo- 
ite directions, ‘They might, with- 
out aiming to be particularly for- 
ward in the bufinets, fuffer them- 
felves to confider, whether an ab- 
folute and uninterrupted filence 
would be pertectly honourable; 
and whether a grave and folirary 
declaration of their fentiments 
micht not add fomewhat to theif 
confideration and refpectability. It 
was trom ideas of this kind, that, on 
the aih day of February, the earl 
of Fifingham fubmitted two refo- 
lutions to the houfe, the latter ot 
which, if carried, he propoted to 
tol- 
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foitow with an addrefs to the crown. 
Kach of the refolutions was grou nd- 
ed upon two feveral retoluvions ot 
the houfe of commons, the firtt ot 
the 24th of December, retinicting 
the lords of the treatury trom giv- 
ing their content to the acceptance 
ot certain bills to be drawn trom 
Judia; and the fecond of the +éth 
of January, de laring “the cont 
puanee of the prefent minilers im 
otice to be contrary to contiitu- 
tional principles, and injurious to 
the interefts of the king and his 
people.” In reply to thefe refolu- 
tions, the earl of Ldingham moved 
the houfe of lords to refolve, firit, 
“ ‘That an attempt in any one 
branch of the lewiflature to fufpend 
the execution of law, by feparately 
aflumine to itfelf the direction of a 
diferetionary power vetled by act 
of parliament, was unconititutl 
onal.” Secondly, “That by the 
knowo principles of this contlitue 
tion, the undoubted authority of 
appointing to the great othces of 
executive government was folcly 
vetted in the king, and that that 
houfe had every reaton to place the 
tirmeit reliance in his majeity’s 
witdom in the exercife ot this pre- 
rogative.”” ‘The addrefs laid the 
fente ot this refolution at the foot 
of the throne, and carnetily af- 
jured the fovereign that in this re- 
liance they would upon all occa- 
hons fupport him in the juit exer- 
cife of his prerogative. Lord Ef- 
fngham, in recommendation of 
his notions, referred to a fimilar 
refolution of the houfe of lords in 
1704; and concluded his fpeech 
with a warm eulogium of the pre- 
fent adminittration for their upright 
and patriotic intentions to ferve 
their country, and refcue the con- 
fitution trom the unwarrantable 
attacks of a faction, that had more 
at heart its owa felfifh vicws than 
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the good of the ftate. He was par- 
ticularly animated in his paneg yrie 
upon the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, and fpoke of the manner ia 
which he had difpofed of the clerk- 
{hip of the pelis as a thing entiely 
unexampled,. 

Lord Loughborouch replied, and 
pointed his oppotition particularly 
againit the firtt refolution. He 
itated the defign of the act of par- 
lioment by which the dileretion was 
conterred jn the exercife of which 
the houfe of commons had thought 
proper to intertere with thew ade 
vices Ele declared that he well 
remembered the patling of the ball, 
and the nature ot the difcutlions by 
which its progrefs had been at- 
It had become neceflary 
to allow to the treatury a difere- 
tionary power, as it was nopof- 
fible to alcert.in the amount of the 
bills that would be prefented for 
acceptance. ‘The fum ot 20c,co.L 
had therefore been afumed as a 
kind ot smcedium that parliament 
thought proper to preteribe, but 
which micht occa! onally be ex- 
ceeded by the fum of “10,0¢0 b 
15,000]. or 29,0001. The houfe 
ot commons had underitood the act 
of parliament in its true fentez 
and it being notorious that bills e@ 
the enormous amount of more than 
2,000,000 1. had been: fent over, 
or were expected, they thought @ 
a prudent and a wile thing in the 
prefent circuinftances of India af- 
fairs to vote the refolution in quets 
tion. The att of parliament it was 
clear had been formed with no exe 
pectation of fo extraordinary a 
conjuncture. The refolution was 
merely and fimply a hint, a piece 
of advice, which the houfe of com- 
mons were perfectly jutlified in 
adoptiny. It was with the houte 
of commons that the revenues of 
this country were originated. It 
wa8 


t< nded. 
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was their peculiar province to 
watch over and control the expen- 
aiture of public moncy. 

recated the ill effects which would 
refult froin the houte ot jords en- 
fering into counter refolutions. 
The “confequerce mult be a diden- 
tion beiween the two houtes, a di- 
minution of that confequence and 
thofe privileges, which depended 
upon their harmony, and an ap- 
proach to that uniortunate tite, 


when the houfe of commons had 
losdihips to be ute- 


woted their 
lefs. 

Karl Fitzwoalliam entered at con- 
fideruble detail ifto the merits ot 
the new premier: Tf the tiruation 
of Mr. Pitt ar the head of admiaif- 
tration was to be mace the ground 
af voting the prefeme retobuti ons, 
he fiid, he mutientirely ditleut irom 
then, a od deiire not to hare his 
name included ia the lit of thole, 
who were willing to fubteribe to 
ali chat was faid in his favour. It 
would in opinion have 
firus Ma chancellor of 
the exched ver hata not dill fome 
thare of popu ulanity ; but it might 
deferve the « non ot the houte, 
that they were e ie very cireum- 
tiugees that were weet incompatible 
with his official fituation, that were 
not a little calcul me tu command 
the weneral fatihage. His youths 
his anexpericnec, his prediiccuon 
for the court, and his 
trom thofe cireles to 
equals in fortune and rank com- 
monly roiertet, were dacts which 
would always have their weight in 
this country and with all the world. 
But tureiy thete, however veduable 
they im: a private gentle- 
MIAN, Ua Wee. 
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give him a diftinction fo eminers 
aad finguiar ? Was he caver, after 
turmmny iord North out of power, 
tO Combe IN UNGer aby defeription 
and contribute his abilitics to faye 
a fuking ttatery No: it was be. 
neath him to acct in a fubordinate 
fituation. Was not this a moit des 
cent exhibstion of the virtues of 4 
patrivt and the fobriety of a flatef 
man? ‘The peace that was formed 
inthe clole of that year, and the 
terms of which had proved {0 ins 
adequate to the people’s ideas ; a 
peace to MnO DIOUsS tals BULLOTS, 
and which would be fou nd the 
greatett blet in the reputation and 
tiory of this country, he would 
not fuppofe to be thar, to which Mr 
Pitr’s mot extravagant uculators 
would fend the houfe for a fpecis 
men of his talents. “L hts inglori- 
ous peace parhament had ceniured 
and eondomned, and then it was 
feen what had been dene in othee. 
Could it be forgotten by th clr lord 
fips in what a vate ot centulion 
the paiticulat departing nt of Mr. 
Put had at that time been left? 
What proofs had then been exhi- 
bited by him of a mind, full of fuch 
refourecs as our exige cies requits 
ed? What plen of tasation, or f- 
nance, or retorm reipecting any 
department of the tare, did he 
produce during the few months that 
he continued ehancellor of the ex- 
chequer. What tingle vetige of 
genius, of attention to our unde 
with thé colonies, to our con- 
Nexfons with foreign courts, oF 
our manutactures at home, were to 
be tound tn the office ot the right 
honovrable gentleman? Nor had 
Mr. Pice’s conduct fince been more 
commendable and wile Chan in the 
preceeding inftancess How had he 
acted in qu itting the offiee, to which, 
in lie lordthip® s opinion, he had 
becis thus prematurely raticd ? To 
whom 
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whoin were all the inconveniences 
of laft years interregnum, when 


the country continued ux weess 
without any executive government 


afcribable Had not the miniffer 
then difeovered the fame obttinate 
| 


attachment to othee, the fare pre- 


ference ot his own Opinio 1 to that 
of a mott honouravte atlembly, 
which d:ttinguifhed his pretcat con- 
duct? Earl Fitzwilliam would not 
i 
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i . which he had at ened LO Oil 

in tne preient in es or upon 
the peruinacity with winch he had 
kept his fituation in delance of 


thoie with whom tne coniiwunon 
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Lord ‘Thorlow fupported the re- 


' Awl thac in the pref t diie 
{ ted = itat 0 i country, and 
under the preflure of public buf- 
nefs, a coaliuon of wat ; he 
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The motions now betore the houfeée. 
edly of opinion, that 
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HisTOR ¥- $i 
ing their mode of procedure. For 
hrmfelf he would be fiank encugh 
to contels, that had we been a lord 
of the treaftury he would not have 
ed the retolution of the houle 
al would 


es = oT ~erernt 
have proceeded trom a confcreul- 


‘ he, 
vey 


! + 
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of commons: and his re 


nefs that nothine fore or an act ot 
parhiamerft, formally paned by the 
three etlates of tne realm, had the 
power oO. fufpending any part of 


the tartuc . or the common,law of 
i } } ) 7 
Fneland. He contended however 


thar the reioluinon neither was, 
nor aftecied to be, a hint o1 piece 
of advice tothe lords of the trea- 


jury. this, he faid, could never 
have been imagined if the conclud- 
ine words ot the } jlution ** or 
until this houte theuld otherwife 
direct,” had not been en irely over- 
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lately pail’ in the houfe of ¢ m- 


In no bet- 
tera hieht than as the wild chorts of 
a childith ambition With reipect 
go the manner inwhich the preient 
iad been drawn up, he declared, 
that whether he confidered it in : 
political or a commercial point of 
View, 1; Ignorance could only be 
egualled | \ ] upl ity. Elis lords 


. ‘a= ’ — a, 
ihip made many encomiums on Mr. 
s d 


Pitt for the manner in which he 
be‘iowed the el} yot the pells. 
bie fai’, he had been fhabbv cnougeh, 
he contet! , to advife him to take 
it: and autnoricda a he would 
have been by the mort iluftrious 


and recent examp! he beheved 
~ } » ] ** ; . 1.) | 
he fhoutld have been thabby enouch 


to have done fo hinticl . But Mr. 
Pitt was trau t with notions of 
purity, moitun nmon in thefe dee 
‘ enerat duvs, an hardly tO be pa- 
raileled in the brichtett paves or 
Greek or Roman fitorv. lord 
Thurlow concluded with reprobate 
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by which men were 
ty come into meature at 
childith, abfurd and extrava- 
gant. this wild ambition, this 
un: vovernable madnefs, cemanded 
fome check. And he conjured 
their lordihips never to attempt 
themf ‘Ives, nor qu netly to tutter 
any other afiembly, to fet their dig- 
nity above the laws, or to forget 
that they owed to them, in common 
with the meanett fubject, the mott 
entire deftercnce and the mott un- 
referved obedience. ‘The refolu- 
tions were fi upport d by earl Yal- 
conte te, carl Gower, lord Syd- 
ney, and the duke of Richmond; 

ana they were tirenuoutly op pofed 
by the duke of Manchetter, earl 
Mansfield, and lord vifcount Stor- 
mont, ‘The firtt de was 
carried 5 contents 79, proxies 21 ; 
het contents 44, Peed A Q; majo- 
jority 47. 

It was not to be fuppofed, that 
fo direct an attack upon the autho- 
rity und wifdom of the houfe of 
commons would be patled over in 
filence. It was taken up however 
ia manner grave and deliberate, 
and which manitetted an unwil- 
linenefs in the lower houte to come 
toa direct rupture with the houfe 
of lords. Lord B auchamp, who 
had originally moved the rp 
tion retpecting the bills of ex- 
change from india, now oe “d 
to the houfe the appointment of a 
comin “to examine into the 
her houfe of parliament, 
rd to the interpol ng in the 
exerciie of diferctionary powers, 
velled ia the fervants otf the crown, 
orin any body of men for public 
purpotes.”” ‘By committee 
precedents were produced trom va- 
tious parts of the Engluh hittory. 
| he tirtt was an inftrucdon from 

e houfe of commons to the unie 
of Cambridce ia the year 
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1626, not to chufe the duke 6 
Buckingham for their chancellor, 
Another was taken from che hiftory 
of king Chares the Second, whey 
the parliament of (xtord in 1 80, 
previoully to their fudden diffolu. 
tion, had come to a vote, deck: tring, 
that the profecution ot proteilant 
diflenters at that time was danger. 
ous to the peace of the kingdom, 
This vote had been centured by 
the abettors of defpotifm, in king 
Charles’ s celebrated declar: ation, 
almott in the words that had been 
employed 1 in the recent inftance by 
the houfe of lords. ‘lwo or three 
precedents of a later date, and 
which had paffled with much una- 
nimity, were ftated in the refolu- 
tion moved by Mr. Dundas tor the 
recul of Mr. Hi: iltings, and in the 
votes of the houte tor the abolition 
of certain ufclefs offices moved by 
lord John Cavendith and Mr. Pitt. 
In confequence of the report of 
the committee on the 16th of Fe- 
bruary, lord Beauchamp moved 
the houfe to come to fix refolu- 
tions: ** That the houfe had not 
affumed to itfelf a right to fufpend 
the execution of law: That for 
them to declare their opinion ref 
pecting the exercife of any divcres 
tionary power was conflitutional 
and agreeable to eilablifhed ufage: 
‘That it was a duty peculiarly in- 
cumbent upon them, to watch over 
and endcavour to prevent the raf 
and pre ipitate exercife of any 
power,’ Which might be attended 
with danger to public credit and 
lois to the revenue: That the relo- 
lution of the 24th of December, 
conthituted a judicious and regulas 
difcharge of an indifpentible duty: 
That, had the houte neglected to 
make a fimilar prov ifion in the crl- 
tical fituation of public affairs, they 
muit have been refpontible to their 
contlituents tor the molt alarming 
-conte- 
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cobfequences : and That the houfe 
would moderately and firmly ailert 
their pris LIC BOs ind perecvers inthe 
ce ontcrenuous diicharge ot what 
they owed to the nation and to 
poiterity.”” 

{ora Be auch: imp obferved that 
however wife, prudent and delibe- 
rate hi id beer the conduct of the 
houfe of commons, that of the 
other houte p ‘haps had not been 

equally cautious and contiderate. 
Ha the houte of lords, when they 

cfterred to a refolution on. their 
sae in the year 1 Oy, thought 
proper to turn to the next pige, 
they woul have found a reto:ution 
decl. ring that it was their incum- 
bent duty, in cafe of any difference 
of opi ion vpon any point retolved 
by the other houte, to defire a 
conterence, in orcer .hattaey might 
learn the reaions upon which the 
commons had agted, previoutly to 
their giving any decition ot Ur or 
own 6n the fubject. This be taid, 
Was a precaution that might have 
been expected trom tie noblenets 
and candour of the upper-houte. 
Jn the days ot hi gh preroy ulive, 
the CUMIMONS h: ad been eniomed not 
to meddle with matters of iiaic 
they had been told Dv kins and 
chancellors, that religion and the 
affairs ot the church were things 
above their comprehention ; burt it 
was referved for thefe times to con- 
demn the h “y of cominens tor 


oO pi nion reipecting 
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the exereie of L power on which 
might cope nd the itate ot public 
credit, the amount ot the fupplies 
ot the Vear, and the nee thiy ot 
their laying heavicr burthens on 
their conitituents. This was a 
power with which the houle of 
commons was velted at all times. 
Iuw much in ore fo in an alarming 
htuation of affuirs, when there was 
hot o; 
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fonally to make the affurances which 
might have fupereedcd the necethity 
ot the retolution, and when even 
the names of the new treafury bourd, 
to whom fo unlimited a dileretion 
was to be intrutied, in whote judg- 
ment and integrity fo ample a con- 
hdence was to be repoicd, were not 
fo much as known. After contider- 
able debates the houfe divided upon 
the previous quetlion, which was 
rejected by a majority of 29, and 
the refolutions were carried w ithout 
a divifion, 
it was about this time that fome 
freth examples ov curred of thatafpe- 
rity and ili humour on both tides of 
the houie of commons which grew 
out of ‘he violence of debate, and to 
Which we have alread, had oceation 
to allude, One of them related to 
lord George Lenox, brother to the 
duke of Kichmond. This noble- 
man had recently been appointed 
to the othce ot conitable of the 
‘Tower, and a doubt was iiarted on 
the part of oppolition, whether this 
were to»be regarded as a civil or 
military promotion, and of confe- 
quence, wh ether, by the law of 
pirliament, it dul, or did not vacate 
the feat of the perfon accepting the 
appolitment, he being a member of 
the houle ot commons. During the 
courte of the difcuffion, it was 
thought nec ff ry to declare on the 
part of lord George L enox, thathe 
would not give ‘his voice in ar +d 
juetiion that came betore pari: 
ie nt. ‘he contctt at length, atter 
awouut a tortnighe’s diteuffion, was 
on the 3d of March determined in 
tavour of this nobleman. ‘The {e- 
verity of the procedure was retorted 
by an attack made by Mr. Lloyd 
Kenyon, now attorney - general, 
upon Mr. Rigby, who had held 
the ofhce of payee ier for fome 
years during the adminitiration of 
lod North, This attack conlifted 
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of a number of motions to oblige 
the latter to fubmit his accounts 
with all {peed to the infpection of 
the houfe of commons. T hefe mo- 
tions were complained of by Mr. 
Rigby, as un: rccompanit “ds with 
thote civilities which were always 
obferved in parliament upon fuch 
occafions. [he motions, though 
Mr. Rigby had not the imulleti ob- 
jection to the ir fubstance, were un- 
doubted!, in ahigh degree perfonal, 
notwithftanding which Mr. Kenvon 
had not thought proper to commu- 
nicute them, or to give the leat 
intimation of them to Mr. Rigby, 
previo: iy to their beine brought 
torward. ‘lhe attornev-yeneral ex- 
cufed bimfelf for this omiifon as a 
thing merely dibioatdl. bie went 
on to obferve, that the obligations 
of his oath of othce were fuch as 
not to fuffer him to admit of the mi- 
nuteft delay in a bufinets of fo 
much contequence to the public. 
He charged Mr. Rigby with having 
violated a promife thar he had 
made him when tormerly in othce, 
of paving in the balances in his 
hands ina tew months: inilead of 
which he had found the opportu- 
nity of obtaining trom a tavourable 
board of treafury the farther furn of 
140, onc. 10 addition tO 20C,70 & 
al vady in his corewengn ‘Lhe at- 
torney-generab added, that he had 

rt foun ) lets dithculty w vith ret pes t 
to the balances of the late lord 
Hol'and than of Mr. Rieby. Mr. 


Ri rhy however } mh ret ly afiured the 


houfe that he had made no fu ( . 
promife as that to which Mr. Ke- 
nvon alluded. He added, th it 

Was impothble 1) fe pref nt iate 
of pecuniary tranfartions in 


eountrv to rat 


. > 
esha 


moncy but to the ereartet) ite id 


hash ghau™ 


tage ; “and he expatiated on the un- 
farnels of the allufion to ft! 


eit 


a laree fum of 


H AND 


knew had been paid away by hig 
for the public fervice the very day 
that he received it. Mr. Fox, op 
the part of the late lerd Holland 
obierved, that for himfelf he had 
fince the death of Mr. Powel been 
deterred from afluming the execu. 
torfhip, when he faw that men ip 
that houfe were made objects of fa. 
vour or perfecution to minitiers ae. 
cording to the fide they took in 
public affairs. He however added 
that the othce would probably be 
immediately accepted by his br. 
ther, colonel Fox, w ho had rot 
yet been more than ten days in 
England. ; 

Cn :8th of peng and pree 

viowlly to the houfe ot commons 
going into the que tien ct the ord. 
nance fupply which ttood tor tha: 
day, Mr, Pitt thought proper to ae- 
quaint them, not as a meflaee from 
the king, but as a piece ot informa 
tion thac he conee:ved  himfelt 
pledged to commul cate, that his 
majetty had not yet tm compliance 
with the refolurions of the houle 
thought proper to difmils his minil- 
ters, and that his minificrs had net 
refigned. 

‘his information brought up Mr. 
Fox, who del:vered himfclf upen 
the oceahon with a vehemence and 
torrent of eloquence that may be 
more eatily conceived than deferib- 
ed. He heard the declaration of 
Mr. Pitt with the ereatett atrenih. 
ment and concern, It was a iam 
guaee that houte had never heard 
fince the revolution, or at leait finc® 
the acceilion of the prefent royal 
What was it but a flat and 
‘ Mpfory Hew: ative to rhe fent 
its and withes ef the houfe of 
mon, who on their part had 

ved every caution and every 

-2 In what firvation then 
iis branch of the lecil'au't 
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reprefentae 
tives of th people and the people 
ehemfelves reduced ? Could it be 
(aid that they had anv longer the 
atl infil ened inghe coniiitution of 
the coonuy ? He would antwer 
boldiy amd to the point. In his 
oO inion the matter was nearly ata 
crifis. Minifers, he readily pere 
ceived, had in their deli n toirritate 
the hut ie, fo drive them trom the 
wholefome and temperate ground 
thev had hithcria occupied, and to 
force them to dilreputable extremi- 
tics. LHe trutted howev« r, that the 
firmnets and magranimity of that vir- 
«uous and refpectable majority, who 
had eone fo iar and done fo much, 
would not defert them upon to criti- 
cal and trving anoccation, He trutted 
they would face the difheulties they 
had to furmount with refoluton and 
dignity. ‘There was evidently danger 
inevery itep, and it became them to 
think once and avain betore they 
acted. He cailed on them to con- 
iider under what a defcription they 
wu id hen Lido rth iit ith th; it houte, 
on the tuppotiton that the contett 
n tavour of the prefent mi- 
nilry. Did it not reduce them to 
a a feat of t] cn of} pertect nonentity 
{ iniignificance ? Did ic not 
inake them as little, as ever their 
celors had made them great ? 
Did it not tip them of ail the 
powers and privileges with which 
time, the cx nititution and the peo- 
ple of England had vetted them, 
‘und bring them back to that orlgi- 
nal infignificanc ein which fome of 
our hitorians had affected to place 
them ? nd was jt not in fuch a 
progre{s of degrada ion as this, that 
the houfe was intereited in making 
a fland, and exertine, with all its 
remaining vigour, its lati efforts in 
wn prefervat on? Hetheretore 
me them, by their regard ior the 
sxccllence of a government, which 
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had no parallel on the face of the 
earth, tor the falvation of whatever 
they moit valued as men and as 
Kay hihimen, for all thote rights, 
which, having derived unimpaired 
from their ancetlors, it was their 
ducy, their honour and their pride 
to tranimit untullied to pollerity, 
to delrberate on What was pat, on 
their prefent fiiuation, and on the 
probable termination of the fcene 
betore them. The point at iffue 
admitted of fo parley whatever. 
it was decided by one party; the 
other had no alternative but tcorene 
der theirdeciiion as wide, as refpect- 
able and as cette tive, as the fituation 
in Which they tieod, and the emet- 
ih they were fur- 
rounded. The fort @t hoitiity 
which the minitter had ftated te 
fubiit between the crown and that 
houte, could not but give fomething 
like a new turn to men’s feelings 
and ideas. He contetied it to have 
unprefied him with the moi awful 
apprehentions, And was this a ftate 
ot mind favourable to the difcuffion 
of a queition which involved the 
character, the epenncven and the 
exiticnce of the P pul: ae of 
the contitution ? He beeged to 
nae for one, that he was not 
yet ripe for a ftrone meafure. His 
faculti es wcrein a ilate of fulpen- 
lion by what he had heard, which 
allowed him not to fay what was 
molt hid fe Whether they fhould 
gO immediately into a decilion, 
which would finally fettle the dif 
pute between the privileges of pare 
liament and the prerogative of the 
crown, OF whether fome anterior 
ftep might not be deemed move elis 
° re what mut bethe nature of this 
tlep, and whether two or two hund- 
red expedients might be moft advif- 
able, were queflions to which in the 
prefent flate of his mind he dared 
not hazard any an{wer whatever. 
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The hefiration of eight and forty 
hou's could pot much affeét the bu- 
fine ts of the country one way Or ano- 
ther, and itw asareipite which e very 
rroipect that could be taken ot pub- 
fic atiairs abundantly yun ified. Air 
Fox comluded with moviny that 
the houte fhould adjourn tothe > th 
inflant. which, atter fome debate, 
was carried in the atlrmative by a 
mnajority of 12. 

The difpute wh ich had fo long 
ene: uged the public atteation and 
curioti ty was now brought within 
a narrow compats. ‘There were but 
two mealures, that, after what had 
already been done, rematned to be 
adopted, and in neither of thete 
was there much profpect of fuccets. 
"lo go up to the throne from time 
to time with addreffes and repre- 
fentat was only to increate the 
con temprrblhe nefs and humility of 
their fituation. ‘To come openly 
and direétly to a retufal of the fup- 
phes was undoubtedly in motl cales 
to obtain a deeition in their favour, 
But this ulemmate refource, which 
our contlitution had provided fo: the 
yieatelt extremities, was regarded 
with a kind of fuperilitiou. vene- 
ration and dread, which were cal- 
culated in almott every fituation to 
prevent men from employing it. 
it bore a refemblance, though an 
incomplete refemblance, ‘to the un- 
fheathing the {word of war, and to 
the events by which in the preceding 
century the contlirution of this 
country had for a time been def- 
troyed, Ip this view it was regard: 
ed by the people at large; and that 
people, who had already declared 
themfelves with confiderable ex- 
plicitnets mn favour of the prefent 
and ; scant the late adminitiration, 
were not in a temper to endure 
fo violent a proceedine. — Betide 
this, the continually dec aving ma- 
jul ities by Which Op poh won carried 


7 


ions 
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their meafures, and which were 
partly diminithed by a kied of ma- 
nagem nt anddetcrence to te voice 
of the people, and partly from 
certain other circum!ances infepa- 
rable trom the chara er of human 
nature, plainly and unequivocally 
announced that the adherents of the 
ex-minitters were not prepared to 
follow them to the lait extvem ties, 
From ths momenr therefore the 
quettion, as a matter ot doubt, hee 
fitution an’ fufpente, may be cone 
fidered as already over, W nat 
remains only exhi'its the 
exertion of brilliant and uncommon 
talents, full of refourees, and fu- 
sti to the influence of events, in 
caufe already defperate. 

Infle: id of d preeat ting the refufal 
of the fupplies, a may naturally be 
believed, miniters were prompt to 
urge and eager to imptite a defgn 
ot this kind to the other fide of the 
houfe. in the debates that were 
broucht on by this imputation, Mr, 
Fox expret fled his tdeas u ipo *n the fub- 


‘oO US 


yee ‘tin a clear and -exphieit manner, 


That the power of withholding the 
fupplies was a weapon with which 
the conilitution had armed that 
houfe, and that it was warrantable 
for them to wield it upon every 
proper occafion, was a maxim 
tounded in undeniabie truth, anda 
maxin which he would never aban- 
don. That the tupplies ought not 
to be withheld Iehtly, wantonly 
and rathly, was an aflert-ou that he 
had repeatedly made, and of which 
ao man felt a fuller conviction, 
The quefiion liy therefore who! ly 
in the expedicney of its exercite. 
The prefent conteit was clearly a 
ttruggie between the pre rogatives ot 
the crown andthe privileges of the 
people.” In defence of thele par- 
hament was botind to exert every 
nerve of the power with which it 
Was conilitutionall ly velted, Mr. Fox 

how? 
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however had a reafon in the pre- 
fent cafe, which decided in his 
mind that the fupphes ought not 


co fe refueed, but which might 
trive the houle as a paraisoy tie 
had not fuffcient confidence in the 


dav to withhold 


if he were inclined 


minilte ei tae 


the fupplte: e 

to ,ropoie their being withheld, 
he fhould not be at a lofs tor a re- 
cent and reipectable precedent. In 


the year 1782, lord Cameltord had 
di tinetly and avowed!ly moved the 
houfe of commons, that no fupply 
fhould be granted. And what was 

itt at:nduced him to venture upon 
do deciliveam the reaion 
was Obvious to every man in the 
houle. He knew the temper, the 
principles and the difpotition of 
che nobleman, who then directet 
the atlairs of his country, better 
than to fuppote him capable of 
fetting that houte at defiance. 
Much as he oppoled him, and 
ttrong as the linguage was, which, 
in the heat of debate, he had u ed, 
full he was well aware, that lord 
North had a greater ref{pect for the 
conftitution, than to oppote his offi 
cal exiitence to the decided opi- 
nion of a m: yority In parhament. 
He by no means intended to throw 
the country mito contufion; but he 
had fo h ivh an opinion of ‘the pa- 
triotifm of that nobleman, of whom 
in other refpects he thought very 
sll, that he hefitated not to believe, 

that he would not remain in oles 
atter the fupplies fhould have 
been retufed, but that he would 
quit his fituation, and in a mi- 


valure ? 


nute all would again” be har- 
mony and peace. But it was not 
fo with the prefent adminittra- 
tion. The houfe had. not reliance 


enouch on the public fpirit of mis 


nilters to promife themfelves any 
Tuccets in fuch a meafure The 
minitie:’s love for the conititution 
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was not fufticiently to m- 
duce them to rifgue tie expert 
ment. 

Notwithtlanding thefe declara- 
tions on the part ot oppoti ion, fe- 
veral delays in the buiine!s of fup- 
ply were however created by 
them. ‘Lheironly reaton tor thete 
delays was, as they faid, to obtain 
time for themielves to take fuch 
meafures of another defe ipsion as 
they fhould judge proper. And 
indeed the menace of a diffolution 
appeared to be fo inceffantly fut- 
s pended over the heads of parlia- 
ment, as to render it extremely 
doubtful, whether or no their career 
mivht not be , previoutly to 
their having drawn out every Tee 
fource they might be able toinvent. 
It was however aflerted by mi- 
niers that the tendency of every 
fep in this procrailination was to 
ttop the fupplies. It was the aim 
of Oppotition to found the minds 
of gentlemen, to tecl the pulfe of 
their partifans, and, provided they 
fhowld be able 1o fur to delude and 
lmpofe upon them, to urge them 
to the moit deiperate extremitics. 
‘Thefe charges, as they were urg ed 
with much promptitude and con- 
fidence, fo they appear have 
made a deep impretlion upon the 
minds of the inhabitants of the 
metropolis, and of the at 
larg 
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\ ilible 


br ONC 


to 


nation 
rC. 

On the 
tion w: 
Powys, 


zoth of February a mo- 
made by Mir. Thomas 
and feconded by Mr. Hut- 
fey, ** That that houfe relied upon 
the tia and paternal revard of 
the fovereign, thot he would gake 
fuch meafures as might tend to give 
effect the withes of tuit- 
ful commons.”? ‘The motion was 
amended by Mr. Eden, in order to 
the expretling the fame ‘** con- 


iS 


to his 


fidence that he would remove every 
obflacie 
b o4 


to the tormarion of fuch an 


admi- 
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houfe 


adminifration asthe 
Miwis had declared { 
"t he quettion was cal ibva 


writvy OF 20, wn 


Maen 
lowed 
a motion ol 
e hing 


‘ 
urn ’ \" 
i ° 


addrefs to th 


rc CTaacadvé 


{urs CCie ] \\ ithed. 


to fuch ai 
ce that i 


dy al 


maveive 
Lleannot 
devree, be need vb 


Nihon ef thoie at ,reient 3 
l obferve, at the 
reor ct 


acani my 


fame time, 
mplamet 


eis po chars 
}» cent ule 


nor is anv one or more of 


{pecitically obec cd to > and 
numbers of mv fubjects have 
prefied to me, in the wa 
ner, their fatisfaction 


rme't 
in the 
made in my 


; . . 
& bis 5 


, 
HAVE 


, 
Linder 


coun 


theie circumiignees, 


I truft my faithful commons wil} 
not with that the 
yovernment 


eilential othces 


O1 executive ipo thd he 


Vacated, until ] lec a proips C thar 
fuch a plan of union as | 
caiied for, 
out, may be cari 
A fecond addre moved on 

- frit day of marca, and in the 
manner agreed to by the houte 
Mapors i2. the tenour 
humbly 
ty the {atis. 
commons derive 


hive 
have pointed 
oO ¢ fle *s,*” 


and the 


{3 VW As 


4 


‘is vas ** NM d} 


to reprelent to lyis maj 


tuithtul 
late mo togracious affure 
have re 


faction hi 
from the 
acces we ceived t i at his 
th us 
t) : honot ir 


mae ' VY CONCUYS W) 


hat it concerns 
and th Wa ifare 4 
ple, that the pub Te 


bk CON wai. i 1 hy 


in Op i non, 
ot his 
his peo 
allairs taould 
firm, efhicient, 
jnlitrauon, ens 
c ot his 


\* 


crown, 


CAtTCHA’ le LE Pea 
titled to the contd pee 
pies and fuch as may hav 

ency to puran end io the 
: \ divilions and ditiractions ot this 
CO matry. 

“ Toa war ah se his 
pees 1 his 

aclous endeavours to 
to the object of our sad 


a [Che 


unhba ips 


mayetiy's 

late 1} vit 

give ciice 

dutitul- res 

refentation to his majetty. 

“% 10 lament that ice failure of 
‘ Tnaye cits ’s mort 


oOanels 


thefe his 
Ch. CAVOUTS bin suld 


1 acious 
1 he confidered as 
a final bar to the accomplithment 
of fo patutary and detirable a pure 
pofe ; and to expreis our concern 
and difappointment that his mas 
jeily has not been advited to take 
any farther tlep towards uniting 
In the _public fervice thofe whole 
joint efforts have recently appe: ared 
to his ma eily mott capa ible of pros 


ducing fo | 


‘6 That th: 

mility, claims it 
on every 
be thei: 


hap } »v an etter fe 
houfe, wit 
as their rivht, 
proper oecahon tee 
bounpden Guty, ¢ 
his majeily touching 


h ail hue 
and 
it to 
Jvite 
ce 
of 


: | 
tne Cac 
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{ any branch of his royal prero- 
rallye. * 
* « Phat we fubmit it to his ma- 
rity 's royal contiderata My that the 

ontinuance of an admin ration 
whic! h does not poriels the confi- 
dence ot the reprefent: tives of the 
people, ! muit be InjUurioUs to the 
wiblic fervice. 


‘6 That this houfe can have no 
intereit didinct and icparate trom 
that of their coniaituents ; andthat 
they theretore feel themilelves call- 
ed upon to repe. at tho.e loy al and 
dutitul ailurances they have al- 


re ady exp chied of their rehance on 
his mayeity 5 paternal reo ardior the 
weltare ot his people, taatais me 
jeity wor ld eraciouily them 
thoic MNportant truits 
conititution has vetted 


enabie 
to ¢ xecule 
which the 


in tuem, with honour to them- 
jelvas and advant: ive tO the } t lic, 
by the formation of a new l= 
niltration, appointed un cir- 


nad t ICONne 
° | 
fuituful 


and 


cumttanees which m: iy ts 
iliate the minds or his 
commons, and to 91 Ive energy 


thabiiity to his m: Lie ity’ councils. 


‘“ That as his maye. y’s faithtul 

ymMons, Upon the maturett deli- 
heration, cannot but contider the 
continuance of the en mini- 
liers as an infurmounta, je obtiacle 
to his majeity’s gracious purpofe to 
comply with their wiles, i the 
formanon oft fuch an adminitftra- 
ton as his majeity, in concurrence 
with the unanimous re‘olution of 


this houte, feem. to think requilite 
in the prefent exigencies of the 
country they feel themfelves 
sineee io remain firm in the with 

exprefied to his majetty in their 
late humble add-efs; and do there- 
fore tind then f lves obliged agan 


to beteech bis majeily, that he 
Would be acioufly pleated to lay 
thi i UhuUahiou or al trong and 








HISTORY. 


8g 
{table government, by the previous 
removal of his preient minitiers.’” 
ihe anfwer of the king, which 
was delivered on the 4th, and taken 
into the canfideration of the houfe 
on the Sth initant, was as follows : 
ss ¢ CURICMEN, 
I have aleady expreffed to 
vou how fentible ] ‘am of the ad- 
vantages to be derived trom fuch 
an adminiitration as was pointed 
out In your unanimous refolution ; 
and ] affured you, that | was dee 
firous of taking every fep mo 
conducive to fuch an object. 

‘¢ J] remain in the fame fenti- 
ments; bur | continue equally con- 
vinced, that it is an object not 
likely to be obtaiwed by the dif- 
milion of my prefent minifters, 

‘* ] mut repeat, that no charge, 
or coniplaint, nor any {pecitic ob- 


jection, is yet made againit any of 


them. 

‘6 If there were any fuch ground 
for their removal at preient, itought 
to be equally a reafon tor not ad- 
mitting them asa part of that ex- 
tended and united adminittration 
you itate to be requilite. 

«© {| did not contider the failure 

ny recent cndeavours as a final 
bar to the accomplifhment of the 
purpoie which I had in view, if it 
could have been attained on thofe 
principles of fairnets and equality, 
without whch it can neither be 
honourable to thoie who are con- 
cerned, nor lay the foundation of 
fuch a tirong ‘and ftable govern- 
ment as may be of lating advyan- 
tare to the country; but I know 
of no tarther fleps ‘whic! | can 
take, that are likely to remove the 
ditfhculties which obttruct that de- 
firable end. 

** | have never called in queftion 
the right of my faithful commons 
to offer me their advice on every 


proper 


of 
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prope fr occa fon, touching the exer- 
cife of any branch ot my prerogae 
j flrall be ready, at all times, 
to receive, and give it the molt at- 
tentive confideration: they will 
ever find me difpofed to few my 
regard to the true principles of the 
convitution, and to take fuch mea- 
fares as may bett c: mnduce to the 
fatistac tiou and protp. rity ot my 
people.” 


The 


nve. 


meafure of addreffing the 
fovere:n having been fully tied, 
and it now appearing unque! jon- 
abic that eve: ’ tarther experiment 
would be uteiefs and nugatory, 
Nir. FOX obferved to the houte that 
he had had fome thouchts ot 
ne them to come to a retolutiom, 
decharing ** “That they would con- 
fider any man as an enemy to his 


HOV. 


eountry, who thould advite the fo- 
vereion to continue pres fent ad- 


minittration.’ }te was encour aged 
to this meature ‘ap a mot re pes [- 
nhble precedent, which had been 
furnifhed by the houfe of commons 
at the time that they put an eud to 
the American war, tho iwh the king 
had at that time returned an anfwer 
contiderably favourable and cra- 
cious to the addrefs of the houte, 
which had previow ily been pret ent 

do on the tame fubject. by the 
earneft advice of fome of his 
tricnds however he had been in- 
duced to give up thisdefign, What 
he intended to } ring forward was 
not an addrefs, but an humble re- 
prefentaiion, tince to that no an- 
{wer was He wilh- 
ed tor no anfwer, becaufe nothing 
was fo unfeemly, nothing could 
ait. 
hurope ar as to fee the 
hing and the parhament of Eng- 
lund wrangling words, and 
engaged ina petty and unmeani: ng 
ho “ws Mr. Fox accordingly 
Maye That an humble repre- 


cuilomnary. 


race us ' 
’ ' 
dthe werld, 


about 


jetty "3 


je {ty to be 


fo much tn the eves of 


AND 


fentation be prefented to his ma. 
iety, moit humbly to teflify the 
farprize end afhicti n of this ‘houfe 
on receiving the anfwer which his 
majefty's minitters have “ghey to 
the dutiful and feafonable addres 
ot this houfe, concerniog one of 
the mott important acts ot his ma. 
government, 

« ‘lo exprets our concern, that 
when his majetty’s paternal good. 
nefs his gr icioully inclined hi 5 Map 
fen: ble ot the advan. 
tare to be derived trom fuch an ade 
minitirarto h as was p In te out in 
our refolution, 615 miujefty » thould 
till be induced to preter the opi- 
pions of tncividualstro the 1 repeated 
advice of the reprefentatives ot his 
ps ‘oph mn pa'liament iflembled, 
with reipect to the means of ob- 
tuning fo defirable an end. 

"To 7 tog to his ma Jelly 
that a preterence of this nature is 
as myurious to the true intcretts of 
the crown, as it is wholly repug- 
nant to the fpirit of our tree cone 
ftitution ; that {fyilems tounded on 
{uch a preference are not in truth 
enticly new in this co intry ; that 
they have been the characterittic 
teatures of thofe unfortunate reigns, 
the mavims of w hich are now jult- 
ly and unit erfally exploded ; while 
his m: nelty and ‘his royal progen! 
tors have been fixed in the hearts 
of _ people, and have com- 
manded the retpec t and admiration 
ot all the nations of the earth, by 
a contiant ans uniform attention to 
the advice of theit commons, how- 
ever advert{e fuch advice may have 
been to the options of the execu- 
tive ferva ts of the c rown, 

‘To affure his majetty that we 
neither have difputed, nor mean, 
in any intlance, to difpr ItC, much 
leis to deny, his maje ity’s undoubt- 
ed preros iti e of apy oointing to the 
executive oilices of flare fuch pers 

{uns 
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fons as to his majelty’s wifdom 
dhall feem meet: but, at the fame 
ime, that we mutt, with all hu- 
mility, 2rain fubmit to his ma- 
ie y's roy lwifdom, that no admi- 
nitration, however legally appoint: 
e/, can ferve his m: yetty and the 
vublic with eflect which does not 
enjoy the con fidence ot this houfe : 
that in his majetty’s prefeat ad- 
minitiration We cannot confide : the 
e reumttances under Which it was 
conitituted, and the grounds «upon 
which it CONTINUES, "baie created 
juit 1uipicions in the breatts ot his 
faithful comme DS, that principles 
ar. adopted, and views entertamed, 
unfriendly to the privileges o1 this 
houte, and to the freedom of our 
excellent conftituuon; that we 
have made no charge againit any 
of them, becaufe itis their removal, 
gnd not their punithment, which 
We have cehred; andthat we hum- 
bl. conceive we are warranted, by 
the ancient ufage of this houle, to 
denre fuch removal without n aking 
iny charge whatever ; that conk- 
‘ nce may be very Pp’ udently with- 
beld, where no criminal procefs 
can be properly inttiruted: that al- 
though we have made no criminal 
charge again any individual of his 
minitiers yet, with all 
hy imility, we do conceive, that we 
have ftated to his mujelty very di- 
fiinet obs and very f reible 
reafons, againit the r continuance : 
that with revard to the propriety 
of admitt ng either the prefent mi- 
niitcrs, Or any other perions, as a 
part: of that extended and united 
adminittration, which his majetiv, 
Th concurrence with the fentiments 
ot this houfe, contiders as requi- 
“ly ; Mt is a point upon wh ik h we 
are too well acq Wain ted with the 
bounds of our duty to prefume to 
otter ny advice to his 
e the un 


majeity *s 


ctlons, 


maj ty, 


foubt 


° } 
uae ot kine 4 


ying it to b 
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ed prerogative of his matefly to ap- 
point his minitiers wi-hout any 
previous advice from cither houle 
of parliament; and our duty hum- 
bly to offer to his majetty our ad- 
vice, When fuch appointments fhall 
appear to us to be prejudicial to the 
public fervice. 

* ‘To acknowledge, with crati- 
tude, his majelty’s goodnefs in not 
confidering the failure of his recent 
endeavours as a final bar to the ac- 
complifhment of the gracious pur- 
pole which bis majelly bas in view, 
and to exprefs the great concern 
and mortification with which we 
find ourfelves obliged to declare, 
that the confoludon which we 
thould naturaliy have derived from 
his majet'y’s mo! gracious difpott- 
tion, is confiderably abated b) un- 
deritanding that bis majeity’s ad- 

vilers have not thought fit to tug- 

gett to his majety any f ther tleps 
to remove th ificuleie s Which ob- 
firus: fo deur ble an ond. 

To recal to his majetty’s re- 
collection, that his faithtu: com- 
mons have vlready fubmitted to 
his majetiy, mou humbly, but mott 
dittinsly, their opinc‘on upon this 
fubject; that they can have no 
tereits but thofe of his majetiy and 
of their coniiituents ; Whereas it 1s 
necdlets to fugectt to his maje fy” $ 
wifdom and diicernment, that in- 
dividual adviters may be actuated 
by very ditlerent motives. 

“« Te exprefs our mott unfcigned 
eratitude tor his majetty’s royal affu- 
that he does not call in 
qucilion the right of this houfe to 
oticr their advice to his majcitv on 
every proper occafion, touching 
the exereile of any branch of his 
royal prerogative, and of his ma- 
jetly ’s readinets, at all times, to ree 
ceive tuch advice, and to give it 
the moft attentive confideration. 

‘Yo declare that we recognize 
in 


Ne 
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in thefe rraciout exp cons thote this houfe. ‘That we are Convinced 
excellent and conftiruticnal fenti- that there is no way to extricate 
meats, which we have ever been this country from its prevent dit. | 
accufiomed to heer tromthcthrone ficulties, but by purfuine the fame 
fince the glorious @ otf the revo- fyitem to which ve have been jp 
fution, and which have peculiarly debted at various perils of og 
chata terized his majcliy, and the hb ‘ ry for Our jUeccties 
princes of his illuttrious noute; and which ts et all times to neces 
but to lament thac theic moti vra- faery for our tranquility at home, 


cious expreflions, while they m- ‘Phat we feet the continuance of 
e os 7} * » sae - ; : “oF 
{pire us with adcinonal atection the prefent adminiliration to be ag 


and gratitude towards his majctivs innovation upon that happy fy item, 
royal perfon, do not a lictic ¢9 ss ‘Shat we cannot but expec, 
tribute to increaie ourtelfpicions oF from their exiiteoce under the d& 


. : — i > ‘ 
ho have i¢@vited his pi aiure ot this hout >» CVETY Mii 
ma! vy im direct contraapalon tO portul nacur lly mcwent toa weak 


thole men Ww 


thete affurances, to neglect the at- and dilraticd government ; that if 


aereae 6 Bee ' ‘ . “oves tf ’ a" 1° me . . eo @ y : 2 : 
vice of bis Comme . rb LO SCLAlA AN ¢ <1 CO)Lceéaleca trom his maieity 


: in his fervice an it iirarion, our honed fentiuments upon this 
whote continuance in oon vehave wmporrtant cnis, we fhould have 


deumnede the mifehbtels which are put too cer 
; tain to eniue. 
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as by the {pirit of the conttit nh maxnuns Which have hitherto go 
. ' ° } - } |= a 
micht; but a, in con deration of verned the conduct of his majeity, 


the very peculiar esijencics of the as well as every other prince of his 
eens aia. il ’ } : + = e's . fan 
t Prt Oe ss Bah Peewee ‘ ‘es : to iA l iT! ul houfe ; up n thoic Who 
" . . s 
wave tor Uj pt me, have duregarded the opinions, and 


Hthis matance, of ¢ oubtéd neglected the admonitions of th 
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legal and conttttut lL mode ot 1 Oren ntatives of his pe? le, and 
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ining Pedrefs, t rimbly who have thereby attempted to fet 
his majeliy nor tot ite ove a new fyflem of executive adini- 
our forbearance to want of  niilration, which, wanting the confe 
fneerity in Our plainte, or adit. dence of this houle, anda ting in 
truit im the jutis f our cate, deflance to our refolutions, mui 
hat we Know, and are ture, prove at once inadequate, by Lis 
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FOREIGN 


ts was now fufliciently evident 
that the victory of adininittration 
was already fecure. It was 
however till the next d: LY, the oth 
of M larch, thut oppo ition may be 
fi} to have itruck their colours, 
and furre: a ewe a tortrefs, which 
they had deten ded with an uncon- 
and {piri 
to aicribe 


Hut 


querable perieverance 
that, whether we cl 
it town ardent love of their coun- 
trv. or to an unbounded and intfa- 
fable ambition, has tew exampl» 
hiftory ot pat and 
bablv be rarely imitated by 
fiep to which we 


ag the motion which was 


rule 


in woudl uees, 


made fora long mutiny bill, and 
which cppotition fuffered to be car- 
ried without a divilion. A fhort 
: | 5 
; 


mutiny bill had tor fome 7 beet 
| vad an- 


} 


VW hich racy 


, nic c 

nounced as their lat fee -sity againit 
n and premature d liffolution. 
; : ! eS a ee , 
] ¢ r with contiderable flow- 
wef: and reluctance, that men are 


hroueht to ac! cnowle dge the un P 0- 
prianity of their own fentime 

hei ¢ SaaS meatures. ' he 
truth however in the pretent cafe, 
be come fo pal, able 


1 relitileds to be univertaily 

{ [nthe mean time it was 

d by the ex-iminiiiers, that 

t ryt nt tide of popular favour 
oreinved tfolcly in iopotture and 


eouiod8Nn, and that northine was ne- 


that tobe ienfe and that found di{- 

cernment, by which they had been 
. : bee 

uilh- 


lait refource 


foecminent 


. - 
+ 
Chi 


i\ (tiling 
ed. But even Was 
in, and the whole 
ded without any referve 
an the aflair of the mutiny ball. 

It was now venerally underttood 
that the prefent pal liament was im- 


and it 


. he se the 


. “ewe ° 7 
mediately to be diflolved, 
‘ Rs 4 - s* 
Was ai 


ubject of difcudion for {e- 
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eral davs in the houfe of coms 
mons, fuch a meafure was 
practicable in the pretent fituation 
of affairs. It was roundly atierted 
by tir Adam | ergufon, | previoutly 
to adminitiration’s havin pM ger 


how tar 


their latt p , that the army might 
be levally kept up in the Aa 8 
even without the pailng of a mu- 
Tiny bill. r} h ule of commons 


had already voted the 1 


en, and 
allo ve mone 


} | 
ted the 7 t) pay 
trem. Nothing theretore could at 


ever replhed by oppcfition, chat 
t! rmvy could t be untained 
without difeipline, and difcipline 
could not be employed without 2 
muinvyv bill, Nothine fhort of an 
par! if uid « ve an 
i 
n of his inherent birth- 
! t, the trial by 3 - This, 
t} ywuRETV d va {o \ at tly and 
1 trovertibly true, as to ftand in 
the p f every - mutiny bill 
that had ever ad tn hi cout 
try. "| * ida d. that che votes 
ot the vie oufe of commons, unae 
companied with an act of appre 


priation, were of courte fuperile leS 
by every 
tion of 
inferred, 
mutiny 


prorogation O41 
parhament, 
that even thouch th 
b:ll thould p ifs, the main 
the army would {hh 

tilewal; and now that the meafure 
of a diffolution was total] 


tenance of 


ceflary, that that fide of the houfe 
had explicitly avowed their d 
mination to fupp xt and forward 
the bufinefs of fupp ly, it would be 


w holly unjuftifiable on the part of 


fore 


adminifiration, If adminis ration 
diffolved the parliament in the 
prefent jundéture, ‘it be une 
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, 
queitionabl recvident 
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facrificing the laws of their coun- 
try tor the (uke of taking advantage 
ot a momestary and ~ unfounded 
pop larity, and that they dared 
not venture the danger of annihi- 
lating th. deluhion they had created, 
even by bringing torward che com- 
mon jupplies and the neceffary 
taxes of the year. ‘Thefe animad- 
verfions however had little eftect 
upon adminittration, and on the 
24th day of March the parliament 
was prorogued, and the next day 
diflolved by royal proclamation. 

In the fpeech whico the king 
delive:ed trom the throne he took 
occaion to obferve, that on a full 
confideration of the preient fitua- 
tion of aftaits, and of the extraor- 
dinary circumitances which pro- 
duced it, he was induced to put an 
end to the fitting of parliament. 
He felt it a duty which he owed to 
the conttitution aad to the count: Vy; 
to recur as ipeedily as pothble to 
the fenfe of his peop'e by the mode 
of a general election. He truited 
that this meafure would obviate 
the milchicts arifing trom the ua- 
happy divifions and dittractions 
that had lately fubfitted, and that 
the important ‘obje: ‘ts that required 
the contideration of parliament 
might be atterwards proces eded up- 
on with lefs interruption and with 
happier effect. He could have no 
other object, than to preferve the 
true principles ot the contitution, 
and to employ the powers intruited 
to him by law tor the only end for 
which the y were given, the good 
ot his people. 

The conduct of Mr. Pitt, in the 
courfe of this long and important 
comet}, was a fubject of much 
anunadvertion, "Thote, Ww ho torm 
theit opinion from fuceets, and 
tholt, Who regard every proceeding 


admiration that is marked with 
with 
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inflexibility and perfeveranee, hive 
ot courte e »xtolled j it as by pertest and 
unblemifhed model of heroic yir, 
tue. Orhers, on on contrary, 
whole fifpictons of o ttinacy are 
as rooted and violent, as the p: eju- 
dices ot the ‘ormer are unreaton. 
able, have allowed no merit to the 
conitaney otf the minitter in the 
purfuit of an object, which they, 
in the firii inttance, deci‘ed to be 
unjutlifable and criminal. — It may 
however be doubted, whether the 
uniformity of Mr. Pitt were fo 
great, as either the admirers or the 
enemies of that quality have fup. 
pofed it to be. It may rcalonably 
be queftioned whither he torefaw 
the end trom the beginning, and 
whether he did not act upon tie 
principle of thofe men, who, be. 
lieving they have ensaved in a jut 
and an honourable caufe, pretend 
not to perceive, and puzzle them 
felves not with the invettigation of 
the confequences of their exertions, 
‘This feems to have been the mean- 
ing of the reafonings fo often re 
peated by Mr. P itt. He accepted 
of office and continued in it for the 
fake of averting the pernicious ets 
fects of Mr. Fox’s India bill, and 
he was fatisfied that no mifchiet 
could refult trom his perfeveranee, 
fo greatly to be dreaded and fo 
much to be deplore: das thofe which 
had fo lately impe nded over hb 
country. Nor is it probable, either, 
that when the minifter authorifed 
roi Bankes to make the affurances 

ce have related upon the fubject of 
a » diffolution, he torefaw that he 
fhould be the advifer of that mea 
fure; or that, when he pointed out 
to the houfe of commons two con- 
flitutional modes of removing him 
trom the councils of his fovereign 
by impeachment or by addrefs, he 


bad forined the delign of continuing 
in 
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iy offer, notwithitanding the ad- apy untment of the new admintitra- 
drefles which were aiterwards pre- tion, which took place about the 
, fented. fame time, Was accompanied with 
: There are a tew micellaneous a numerous creation of peers ; Mr. 
circumitances { clonying tu this ict- homas litt, ol the elude r branch 


jion of parliament, which, in or- of the fam ly of the minitter, be- 
der not to break the chain of con- ing created lord Cameiiord; Mr. 
pexion that runs through this me- Carteret, lord Carteret; Mr. El- 
morable con'eit, we have been ob- lot, lord Elliot; and foon atter 
lized to pottpone to this place. It the diffolution fir james J owther 
was on the roth ot December earl of Lonfdale; iir Thomas 
noved by Mr. Lee, the king’s at- Egerton, lord Grey ; tin Charles 
torney-2 eneral, that the aflair of Cocks, lord Somers ; Mr, lohn Par- 
fir Thomas Rumbold, which had ker, lord Boringdon ; Mr. Noel 
fo long occupied the attention of Hill, lord Berwick; Mr. Dutton, 
the houte, fhould Le adjourned to lord Sherborne ; and lord Bulkeley, 
a dittant day, with the intention of of the kingdom of Ireland, lord 
its being ulrogether dropped. ‘The Bulkeley. 
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CH A FP. Vv. 
Rand Recovery of Canarae Peace 


avith Tippe. Difexsions at Matdraf'. Affairs of the Lrovince ef 
Bengal, 


cr P : 4 Py . 7 bd , 
4 ranfad CUS Lh ge ha . Ca aque 


N our preceding volume we tion has heard, and with much 

took notice of the greatimport- truth, trom the heads of different 
ance of the affairs of India, and political parties, that there was a 
expretled OUl ADXIety to comimunt- great deal of what was Ww rong im 
cate to our readers ajutty a lucid India. ‘The attention of the pub- 
and accurate idea of the fubrect. he was anxioutly folicited to this 
As the high em of attention it) quarter of the globe; and the ho- 
demanded of us was in fome meas neit pride of Englifhmen, and the 
fure new, we were able to do no generous humanity of our com- 
more in that hg fe than to tur- mon nature were intere(led in the 
nih an abridged relation ot the feenes of mifery and confufion that 
tranfactions of teveral years. The were difplayed, and the various re- 
brevity we were neceffitated tocon- medics that were : dugge ‘ted. It 1s 
fiir, prevented us from filing up ourprovince, not to decide among 
our outhne, and from endeavour- thefe remedies, each the produc: 
jug to trace the caufes and the mo- tion of confiderable abilities, but 
tives, at the jame tune that we ex- to deferibe the {ymptoms ot the 
hibited the external tace of atiirs. malady, and leave rhe ret to the 


We have now lefs rol nd to tread 1 d rinent ot our readers, We fecl 
nail , » 2 . ; emits 
Over, ana are more at lderty to no p rfonal cnmity to any man. 
explore itinallits parts. The aa- We refpect the abilitics of Mr. 
4 y 
fiat. 
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Hattings, and are forward to affert, 
that if he has done wrong, cven 
the errors of fo elevated a charac- 
ter have in them fomething of the 
fublime and the attractive. But 
we have nothing of this kind to 
fuggelt tor the m jority ot his tel- 
low-actors upon this conftpicuous 
fcene. Mr. Haftings appears a+ 
mong his countrymen in india, as 
a Cortes ia the midit of Pizarros 
and Almagros, a man of a com- 
srchenfive mind in the midit of the 
robbers of provinces and deittroy- 
ers of nations. 

There is a view of our fubject, 
which, as it is calculated to give 
our readers a jutt idea of its value, 
we beg leave to mention. ‘The hit- 
tory that falls within tle compafs 
of our prefent volume, if it be not 
fplendid, and do not foothe and 
flatter the pride of Englithmen, is 
yet perhaps more inftructive, and 
more fertile of jult and accurate 
notions upon the fubject, than ony 
period of equal length from the 
time that we firtt fet foot in Hin- 
doftan. The ftory with which we 
ure to fet cut, cannot tail to re- 
mind our readers ot the firit con- 
quells of the Spaniards in Amertea, 
They have there been obliged to 
pity an innocent and virtuous, but 
a defencelefS and upwarlike people, 
under the cruel hand of their op- 
preffors. In all th’s there 1s fome- 


too oppolite to all the cc nuine feel. 
ings ot the heart, not 
ductive of pain, and a certain intel- 
lectual humiliation, without an ade- 
quate balance of picafure. In the 


tory of tac conguell and recovel 

, ’ bd : 
ot Canara whicu we | e to rc- 
. . . . ~" . 
late, the Spamiards ray be faid to 
. * * - id 9 
be Drought a fecond time upon the 
a i 

. ' " . 4 ; 1} 
CcCcH « s li if .? iit we Vu I} ti cry 
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Britain were overtaken in the mid 
ot their carecr ; and he, who is 
more of a man than an Envtifh 
man, will rejoice in thie irre rulas 
and unmeatured, bur ut the fam 
time the jutt and merited venve ince 
that was inflicted upon them by the 
prince whofe dominions they wert 
ravagine. 

‘The campaien of 1783 was Open: 


ed in the kinedom of Canara 
by brigadier-general Matthews, 


with the florm of Onore, on the 
sth of January. The drama com 
menced upon this oceafion in 4 
manner worthy of the events that 
were to toilow. No quarter was 
given by the victorious Enolift, 
very man they met was pie to 
the fword. Upon this oce fon we 
beg leave to trantferibe three Ines 
fiom the private letter of one of 
the ofheers concerned in the expe 
dition. ** The carnage,” fays hey 
** Was eTcat: we trampled thick on 
the cead bodies thut were ftrewed 
lithe wav. Jt was rather fhock- 
Ing tohumanity ; bur fuch are only 
fecondary con erations, and toa 
foldier, whote bofom glows with 
heroic glory, they are thought ae 
ce dents of courfe; his zeal makes 
him afpire atter farther victory.” 
This part of the perinfula had he 
therto been unto hed by the bar. 
barous and Uuniparing hands of Eu- 
. and of confequence wa 
full of riches and {fplendour. [nthe 
tortrels of Onore, were found fums 
amount, 
b and diamonds. A 
conofiderable part of this appea's to 
have been fecured as private plum 
cor by general Matthews 

vinplaints of the military 


4 
loud ; they thought, and naturally, 


Papeans, 


if money to an unknown 


A, saemnate 
Cilacs };oweis 


The 


were 


that the a ‘guiition ot stiches was 
the tair and re.fonable confequence 
of the perpetration of bios d{hed. 
Bat their commander turned a aca 


r 
vil 
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ear to their reprefentation:, and 
hafieved, by adding new laurels to 
his fame, to hide the flander that 
might otherwife refit upon him. 
From Onore, the weitern army 
proceeded to the neareft fortreties 
on the fea coatt, More and Cunda- 
our. Being joined by a reinforce- 
ment from "Bombay, under the 
command of colonels Macteod and 
Humbertton, and having received 
pofitive orders from that prefi:'ency 
to proceed for Hydernagur, the ca- 
sital of Canara, general Matthews 
marched for the G: aute, a ridge of 
tnountaias, which divide the } inland 
part of thiskingdom trom that which 
borders u,on the fear Here they 
had to penetrate a pais about eight 
feet wide and three miles in length, 
{trongly fortifie d, and = detcuded 
by a prodigious number of na- 
tives. The Enelith however had al- 
teady cbtained a confiderable tepu- 
tation by their executions ; and the 
tife of the bavonet, the moit fatal 
iniirument of war, and which was 
t nployed by them on all oce: ifions, 
ereated fo extreme a terror im the 
enemy as to enable them to fur- 
mount this otherwife impregnable 
defile. Air e xpre fs from the army 
was immediately di) v atched to Hy a 
dernagur, who revurned with an 
offer ot furrender, provided the in- 
habitants were not moletied, and 
the governor was permitted to fe- 
cure his private property. The 
wealth of this inetropolis, in gold 
alone, is varioufly reprefented. By 
the accounts of Bombay it was 
fiated only at 175,00¢ l. but the 
Ntheers concerned in the expedition 
Stated it as amor unting to 1,200,000). 
Or 1,920,000 1. Jt mutt be remeim- 
bered that this was only public 
treaiure: the private property that 
Was feized on by the atiny, exclu- 
live of this fun, was doubtiefs con- 
fiderable, The treafure was at firft 
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fhown by the general to his officers, 
and declared to belong tothe army. 
He afterwards received new licht 
upon the fubject, and informed 
them thatit actually belonged to the 
Mahometan governot of the place, 
and was fecured to him by the 
terns of furrender. In confe- 
quence of this new arrangement, 
it was fent under the convoy of 
licutenant Matthews, brother to 
the general, to Clindapour, in ordet 
to be tran{mitted from thence to 
Bombay. ,Whether or no it ever 
reached this fetilement we are not 
informed. 

If the army were difcontented 
with the felfifh atid interctted con- 
duct of their commander at Onore, 
their diiplcafure at this new inftance 
of the fame kind was boundle(s 
and extreme. Colonel Macleod 
put himfelf at the head of the mal- 
conrents, and the controverfy grew 
to fo great a length, that this offi- 
cer, together with fome of the prin- 
cipal people in the army, quitted 
Hydernagur, and returned to Bom- 
bay. The bittere’t recriminations 
between the gencral and his officers 
fucceeded this event. ‘The latter 
charged general Matthews with 2 
{pirat of pec ulation, equally fupe- 
rior to fhame, and inc capi able of fa- 
tiety. The vencral in return de- 
clared of his whole army, ** that 
they had done eve: b y thing that was 
difrefpediful and | ae) urious to him 3 
that order and dif ipline were atan 
end; andthat the foldicry, encour- 
aved by the practice of their offi- 
cers, were become loo’e and un- 
fecling as the mott licentious free. 
booters.”’ 

Krom Hydernagur general Mat- 
thews fent out various detachments 
for the forts in the inland country 
and upon the coafis. Of the for- 
mer the principal was Anaanpours 
The expedition againft this place 

{+ was 
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was commanded by major Camp- 
bel. When a practicable breach 
was elected, orders were iffued for 
2 ftorm and no quarter. ‘They 
were received with alacrity, and 

ut in execution without delay. 
Pye y man in the place was put to 
the fwor!, except one horfeman, 
who made his efcape after being 
wounded in three different places. 
The women, unwilling to be tepa- 
rated from their relations, or ex- 

fed to the brutal licentioufnefs of 
the foldiery, threw themfelves in 
multitudes into the m ats with 
which the fort was furrounded. 
Four hundred beautiful women, 
pierced with the bayonet, and ex- 
piring in one another’s arms, were 
in this fituation treated by the Bri- 
tith with every kind of outrage. 
For this conduct the troops how- 
ever, we are told, afterwards re- 
ceived a reprimand. 

Carwa and Mangalore were about 
the fame time attacked upon the 
fea coaft. As the fiege of the Jat- 
ter proceeded tlowly, general Mat- 
thews marched againtt it in perton, 
The place was taken after an obtti- 
nate defence on the gth day of 
March. And as the kingdom of 
Canara was now completely tub- 
dued, general Matthews put his 
army in cantonments for the rainy 
feafon. 

The unexampled fuccefs of the 
weftern army had been chiefly ow- 
Ing tothe death of the celebrated 
Hyder in the clofe of the preced- 
ing year. His fucceffor indeed pof- 
fefled confiderable reputation ; but 
in all initances, the death of one 
prince and the fuccetfion of another, 
is aconfiderable event in the pro- 
vinces of Hindofan. In this coun- 
try they have no idea of a delegat- 
ed power lefs abfolute than the fu- 
preme. The princes who govern- 
ed Canara and My igre, had no 
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check upon any ambitious views 
with which this event might jp. 
fpire them. And it feems to hare 
been more the interetted treachery 
of the governor of Hydernagyr, 
than the valour and difcipline of 
the Britifh forces, that effected the 
conqueit of the kingdom of (). 
nara. 

The abilities of Tippoo, and 
thofe of his predeceffor, were each 
of them fo great and fplendid, tha 
it is dificult for the man who fy. 
dies with attention the tranfactions 
of India to decide the preference, 
But there was much difparity in 
their character and difpofitions, 
Hyder was cool, equable, affable 
and humane. ‘lippoo was ardent, 
eager, enterprifing and inflexible, 
The former always accurately mea 
fured the proportion betwixt effets 
and caufes ; and, though intrepid 
and decifive in his conclufions, he 
was exemplarily patient and deli- 
berate in difcuffion, ‘Tippoo wa 
irregular, tracklefs in his motions, 
ever buriling upon you before he 
was expected, and as ttrong and 
unmanageable in his feelings, as he 
was irrefiftible and almoit always 
victorious in action. Hyder wasa 
luminary, bright and_ beneficent, 
cheering with his beams the fub- 
jects of his fway ; fublime without 
irregularity, and admirable with- 
out altonifhment. Tippoo was 4 
meteor, that in his orbit feemed to 
fet the heavens on fire ; brilliant, 
dazzling and glorious, but exciting 
an anxious terror in evety {pec 
tator, lett himfelf fhould become 
the victim of his greatnefs. Such 
was the prince that was now about 
to pour his innumerable forces up 
on the ravagers of Canara. 

It was on the 7th of April tht 
‘Tippoo appeared before Hyderns 
gure General Matthews had fearee- 
ly had time to collect a force 

te 
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two thoufand men, and to write to 
Bombay for a reintorcement. ‘T his 
prefidency, prejudiced againit him 
by the reprefentations of colonel 
Macleod and his companions, in- 
ead of complying with his requeit, 
on the 27th of March fufpended 
him from the command, and dif- 
patched his rival to take upon him 
the direction of the weitern army. 
Jn the mean time the army of Tip- 
poo is faid to have confitted of about 
150,000 men. They covered the 
hills on every fide of the metropo- 
lis as far as the eye could reach. 
The Europeans in his fervice a- 
mounted to about soo men. The 
engagement was fhort, bloody and 
deciuves The army of general 
Matthews, deteated by the avenger 
ot his fubjects, fled on every fide ; 
and, leaving the town to the enemy, 
took up their refuge in the citadel, 
Tippoo, whofe firit object was to 
prevent a reintorcement, by a ca- 
pital piece of generalfhip, made 
bimielt mafter of the pafles of the 
Gauts; thus at once preventing all 
ailiitunce reaching the Britith army, 
and cutting off from them the pot- 
fiilitv of a retreat. The garrifon 
ot Cundapour immediately upon 
this event evacuated the place in 
diforder and fled towards Onore. 
Tippoo was able to cut off a confi- 
derable part of them in their flight, 
took many prifoners, and among 
the veit lieutenant Matihews who 
had heen governor of the place. 
The fultan now fat down before 
the fortrefs of Hydernagur ; and af- 
ter a deflructive cannonsde of fomc- 
thiny more than a fortnight, he r-- 
duced yenecral Matthews on the 
2ath of April to the demand of a 
truce in order to the fettling the 
terms of capitulation. ‘The condi- 
ons were, that all public property 
fhould remain in the fort, that the 
Engiiih fhould engage not to att 
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againit Tippoo for a ftipulated time, 
that they thould march out with 
the honours of war, that they 
fhould pie their arms, and that 
they fhould have full liberty to pro- 
ceed unmoleiied with their private 
property to ihe fea coat, from 
thence toembark for Bombay. ‘The 
arr.fons ofAnnanpour and the other 
inland tortreffes were included in 
the capitulation. The furrender 
took place on the 28th of April. 
‘The general, in order to prevent 
too much money from being found 
in the poffeilion of one man, or- 
dered his officers to draw of the 
paymatter general whatever they 
wanted. When the fort was fur- 
rendered to the fultan not a fingle 
rupee was to be found in it. 

l ippoo was probably (ufficiently 
exafperated againtt the garrifon of 
Hydernagur, by the various enor- 
mities they had committed in the 
progrefs of their conquetts. The 
circumilance of the fort being thus 
{tripped of every thing that was 
valuable, finifhed their character 
and decided their fate. It was re- 
garded by the fultan as a direct in- 
fraction of the terms of capitula- 
tion. Accordingly, the next morn- 
ing he fent tor g:neral Matthews 
to a conference. ‘The general, 
however was not admitted to the 
prefence of the fultan, but immedi- 
diately thrown into chains. Upon 
various pretences, ‘Tippoo fepa- 
rated moft of the other principal 
othcers from the army. The ge- 
neral and his companions were con- 
ducted to Syringpatnam, the capi- 
tul of Myfore; and after having 
expericneed a variety of feverities, 
he was at length put todeath. This 
was effected, according to fome ac- 
counts, by pouring melted lead 
down his throat; and accord ng t 
others by poifon. Twenty oi! 
cers underwent the fame fate. The 
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beverage that was adminiftred was 
the milk of the cocoa-trec, which 
is faid to be a moti inveterate por- 
fon. As thoy peremptorily r-tufed 
¢> {wallow it, the executioners held 
their hands and fhoulders, and 
forced it down thei: throats, When 
ail of them had drank the fatal 
draught but three, one of them, 
captain Richardfon, threw himielf 
mpon his knees, and earnetily in- 
treated them, that they would at 
leatt fend to the fultan for a con- 
firmation of the fentence. ‘This 
bowever was refufed, and the exe- 
eution coinpieted, 

The reit of the army was, as 
may natusally be fuppo'ed, detamed 
priioners. Much complaint has 
been made of the feverity with 
which they were treared. Some 
doubts however may be fuggetied 
on this head. he treatment of 


prifoners of war, even among the 
refined nations of inurope, is icl- 


dom fuch, as to meet the approba- 
tion of the fubjects of it; and the 
Enelith nation to particular has lt- 
tle to boait upon this head. Sup- 
plies have fometimes been convey- 
ed co then trom the nations to 
which they belong ; aed yet it has 
generally been found, that private 
and voluntary fubferiptions were 
aloott mdiipenfibly necetlary to 
preferve them trom ttarving. Want 
of tood, want of cloaths, and want 
of untainted air to breathe in, have 
beer the uniform hardihips ex peri- 
enced by prifoners of war in this 
hMingdem. ‘The Britifh prifoners in 
Canara, were mott of them defti- 
tute of S>e refource, either ot pri- 
vate fubic: notion, orof fupplhies trom 
their counts) iaen. They however 
received every day an allowance of 
food and money. . hele fupplies 
were irregular and unequal; but 
tals Very inequality affords a pre- 
fuinption, thus the feverities the: 
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experienced did not all of them 
originate in the direction of th 
fuitan. 

It cannot however be afferted, 
that Tippoo entertained much par. 
tiality and conlideration for any 
part of the army he had reducedty 
furrender. ‘The treatment eveng 
thole prifoners that had been takeg 
informer campaigns is fiid to have 
been altered atter the capture of 
Hydernagur. Immediately upp 
the determination on his part not 
to attend to the terms of furrender, 
the captured army was drawn up, 
and one by one rifled of every 
thing valuable. They were then 
marched, othcers and foldiers, chain. 
ed two and two together with hand 
cults. When they arrived at their 
deitined place of continement, th 
were in fome places loaded with 
fetters. Medicines were refufed 
to thofe that were fick, it being an- 
fwered to their demand, that “ they 
had not come there to live, and 
that the fultan would be happy to 
hear they were all dead.” The 
dead were thrown over the walls of 
the prifon and devoured by tygers, 
Many arts were employed to in- 
duce the prifoners to enlift in the 
fervice of Tippoo, and one offer 
in particular was led thvee times 
to the toot of the gallows to inti 
midate him into compliance. Va 
rious converts however were made 
to the gover »ment of ‘Tppoo am 
the Manometan religion, and many - 
are faid to Rave been detained in 
the fervice of the fultan without 
their confént. The fepoys were 
obliged to work as flaves, but thi 
treatment was mot extended | 
European, officer or private. 
has been afferted, that, a fhort tm 
before the concludion. of peat, 
‘lippoo had ifflued his orders for 4 
general maffacre of the prifoners; 
and it is added, that it was at the 
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time that lieutenant Matthews and 
another oificer were led into the 
woods at midnight and cut to pieces 
by the Canarins. 

“This treatment, whether it were 
{y{tematical or not on the part of 
‘Tippoo, was not much relifhed by 
the Britifh. | hey applied in par- 
tcular to lheutenant-colonel De 
Cofigneé, commander in chiet of 
the Fr: ‘nch in the fervice of the 
fultan, but received no anfiwer. 
‘this neglect greatly irritated the 
Enelith officers ; and a fimilar 
complaint of inhum: anity has been 
made againtt M. de 5 suftren, whe 
commanded the French fleet in the 
Eail-Indies. The prifoners, who 
were taken by him, were delivered 

into the hands of Tippoo, Sut- 
fren, in anfwer to the reprefenta- 
tion that was made to him by the 
naval prifoners, expreffed himfelf 
extremely forry, that they had re- 
ceived a Iefs tavourable treatment 
than the fultan had promiied hin, 
but charged their misfor:unces to 
the refufal of fir Edward Hughes 
to a cartel that had been propoted 
on the part of the French. We 
fecl ourfelves however unwilling 
to admit wanton and indifcriminate 
accufations of rhis kind, and cipe- 
cully againfl a man, fo elevated in 
his venius, fo polithed and urbane 


‘in his manner: , and of fo hivh a re- 


putation for benevolence and hu: 
munity as the French admiral. Un- 
able to exchange his prifoners, de- 
termined, as he declared himfelf to 
be, by the example he * had ‘een 
at New York of 300 Frenchmen, 
crouded into a prifon fhip, and dy- 
ing of an epidemical difeafe,”? ne- 
ver to hold men in a nav al con- 
finement, there was no other alter- 
native, than either to deliver them 
to the fultan, or to fend them to 
the Mauritius, the latter of which 
would probably have been unac- 
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ceptable to the captives, as well as 
incompatible with the objects of 
hiscommand. In the mean time, 
the priiuners in the hands of the 
French army are univerfally {aid 
tw have been treated with extreme 
atrenuon and humanity. 

After the capture of Hyderna- 
gur, the evacuation of Cundapour, 
and the re-conquett of the inland 
country, there tuil remained in the 
hands of the Enetith three confi 
derable ports of the kingdom of 
Canara, Mangalore, Onore and 
Carwa. The fiege of thefe was 
forined at one and the fame ume by 
the victorious ‘Tippeo. Mangalore 
is the principal port in the ‘domi- 
nions of this prince, It was de. 
tended by major Campbel, whofe 
conduct at Annanpour we have al- 
ready noticed, with a force that 
was revarded by the pretijency of 
Jombay as a good foundation for a 
new army. ‘1 ippoo fat down be- 
fore it in perion on the rgth day 
of May. ‘The attack and the de- 
fence were conducted with equal 
obitinacy and fpirit. The fultan 
was flimulated by every motive that 
could influence the haughtinefs of 
a monarch, or the regards of che 
father of his people ; and the Bri- 
tif fought for no lefs, than their 
booty, their liberty, and their lives, 
The garri‘on was foon reduced to 
the vreatelt dittrefs tor want of pro- 
vilions; and in fomewvhat more 
than two months from the opening 
of the fiege J ippoo effected a prac- 
ticable breach in the walls of the 
place. It was at this critical mo- 
ment, that news reached the ary 
of the fultan of the conclufion of 
peace between the belligerent pow- 
ers in Ewrope. Upon this occa+ 
fion the French troops in the fer- 
vice of this prince informed him 
that he could have their afiftance 
no longer. Intreatics, threats, ard 
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fome degree of violence, appear to 
have been employed to induce 
thei to alter their refolution, but 
M. De Cofligné was inflexible. 
Tippoo was therefore induced on 
the 2d of Auguil to agree to a cet- 
fation of hoitilities with the gover- 
nor of Mangalore, upon condition 
of every thing remaining in its 
prefent fituation, and no reintorce- 
ments of any kind being admitted 
into the place. ‘The Englifh fup- 
plied the Europeans in the fervice 
of ‘Tippoo with a fum of money to 
aifift them in their march towards 
‘lelicheriy. 

We have already faid, that on 
the a>th of March the government 
of Bombay fuperfeded general Mat- 
thews in the command of the weft- 
ern army. In purfuance of their 
refolution, colonel Macleod failed 
on the sth of April, in the Kanger 
floop of war, to ailume the com- 
mand. In paffing by Gheria, a 
confiderable port in the dominion 
of the Marattas, he was feized, at- 
ter a defperate engagement, not- 
withiianding the treaty of peace, fo 
lately, and fo folemnly ratified, and 
conducted back with them in tri- 
umph. ‘This conduct on the part 
of the Marattas has never been ex- 
plained. Colonel Macleod how- 
ever was liberated on the 27th of 
May, and immediately returned to 
Bombay. He failed once again 
with a confiderable reinforcemen: 
ot troops and veffels, and arrived 
off the port of Mangalore a few 
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utmoft refpect and attention. The 
horrors of war had now for fom 
years been laying watte every 

of the peninfula. Sufficient glory 
had been acquired by Tippoo, to 
fatisfy any ambition that was noe 
perfectly immeatuiable. Sufficient 
bloodfhed, cruelty and devattatiog 
had been produced, to induce an 

man, who had a latent {park of hv. 
manity in his breaft, to defire the 
reftoration of tranquillity. ‘I ippoo 
was now deferted ty his European 
allies. ‘Lhete were his engineers, 
his ofhcers of artillery, his matiers 
inthe art of war, and the flower 
of his army. Belide this he found 
fome ground of apprehenfion in 
the offenfive alliance, that had lately 
been concluded between the Eng. 
lith and the Marattas. ‘The Ma 
rattas were his hereditury and ir 
reconcileable enemies, and the 
treat\, which had juft been core 
cluded, was inforced and ftimulated 
in the execution by an ayreement 
for the partition of his dominions. 
Under theic circumttances the ful- 
tan exprefied himfelf ardently des 
firous of peace, and willing to cone 
clude it with the Britith nation on 
the moft honourable terms. 

In the conclufion of the confers 
ence it was agreed between ‘lippoo 
and the Englifh general, that the 
former fhould difpatch meflengery 
at one and the iame time, to the 
prefivency of Madras, and to the 
pethwa ot the Marattas, with pro 
polals for the conclufion of a gt 
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days atter the truce had been con- 
cluded. He could not however 
be permitted to throw any fuccours 
into the place. 

In allies upon his arrival 
Mr. Macleod, whom we now find 
decorated with the tithe of general, 
caine on fhore, and demanded a 
conierence with the fultan, by 
whem he was received with the 


neral pacification. In anfwer t 
thefe propofals a letter was dif 
patched about the month of Octo 
ber by Sindia, and another by the 
guardian of the peihwa, expretling 
their refolution to aét entirely 10 
concert with the government of the 
Britifh Eaft Indies, anc, if Tippoo 
did not confent to the immediate 
evacuation of the Carnatic, to um 
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with the Englith, and ate more 
to be at peace with him. | ippoo 
appears to have acted, through the 
aie tranfaction, with opennefs 
and candour; and he ailpatched 
orders to his general in the pro- 
vince of Arcot, to enter into pro- 
viuonal arrangements tor the eva- 
cuation of his conqueiis, and to 
come in perfon to Syringpatnam, 
along with the de ‘putic s he ex ‘pe cted 
from the prefidency ot Madras. 
Never was a neutrality lefs cor- 
dial and amicable, than that which 
was maintained between the natives 
and the Britifh in the kingdom of 
Canara. ‘lippeo is faid to have 
engaged to provix ie a market to fup- 
ply the garri.on of Mangalore with 
all kinds of grain, fuch as the 
country produced, and at the ufual 
prices ; and to permit fuch articles 
as the country did not afford to be 
conveyed to them by fea. ‘This 
agreement however was very indif- 
ferently fulfilled, and the torce of 
major Campbel was almoit in a 
itarving condition, About the fame 
time fome boats with tepoys having 
been wrecked near Cannanore, 
near two hundred of them were 
tvized and detained by the princefs, 
notwithtianding repes ated applica- 
tions made Sg their releafe by ge- 
neral Macleod and the refi ident. of 
Telichery. ‘i his event gave occa- 
fion to a report, which feems to 
have fpread through the whule pen- 
infula, of general Macleod in per 
fon having been furprifed by the 
juitan. in confequence of this 
report, the Maratras difpatched an 
othcer to attack a fort of Tippoo 
which bordered upon their domi- 
nions, and their commander in 
chief encamped with his main army 
under the walls of Poona on the 
1th of November. ‘The prefi- 
dency of Madras had previoully re- 
fulved to fend Mr. Sadlie: r, one of 
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the council, and Mr. Staunton, 
the confidential fecretary of lord 
Macartney, to negotiate “the terms 
of peace. At the fame time colo- 
nel Fullarton was difpatched with 
u confiderable torce to the province 
of Dindigul to hold the fultan in 
awe, and in cale of a recommence- 
ment of hoitilities to effect a divers 
fion in favour of the garrifon of 
Mangalore, Colonel Fullarton had 
been firtt expedited, but the report 
we have mentioned having in the 
mean time reached Madras, Mr. 
Sadlier did not leave that place ull 
the oth of November. Colonel 
Fullarton, conceiving the ceflition 
of arms as being alre: ady diffolved, 
attacked and made hgnifelt mafter 
ot Palacacherry on the i4th of No» 
vember. 

‘the garrifon of Mangalore was 
now reduced to the utmoft extree 
mity. On the 13th of November 
general Macleod failed from ‘Teli- 
cherry with a determination at all 
events to relicve the place, To ¢f- 
fect this purpofe the attack was al- 
ready arranged, the fhip cleared 
for action, and the boats breught 
in under the fhore, in order to ef- 
fect the landing of the troops, The 
object however was accomplifhed 
without bloodfhed. ‘Tippoo cons 
fented that the garrifons of Man- 
galore, Onore aa Carwa, fhould 
receive one month’s fupply of pro- 
vifions, and engaged to admit a fis 
milar fupply on the fame day in 
the following month, The relief 
was effected on the 2cth of Novein- 
ber. General Macleod no fooner 
returned to Telicherry, than he led 
an expedition in order to chaftife 
the princefs of Cannanore. The 
fortrefs, lixe that ot Onore in the 
expedition of Matthews, was taken 
by ttorm on the 14th of December, 
and the princefs was made a prie 
foner. As fhe was the ally and 
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dependent of Tippoo, that prince 


loudly complained of the conduct 
of the Britith gencral, asa breech of 
the truce concluded at Mangalore. 
The negotiations however were 
not broken off by the event, and 
a mifunderftanding having taken 
place between Mr. Saclier and Mr. 
Swunton, refpeting the uncondi- 
tidnal furrender of the fortreffes, a 
pafs was granted by the fultan tor 
a third commulfionér, who was now 
difpatched trom Madras. Peace 
was at leneth concluded on the 
sith of March 1784, on the terms 
of mutual reflitution, the libera- 
tion of prifoners on either fide, 
and an exprefs decl»ration on the 
part of che fultan, char be would 
never revive his claim to the fove- 
reignty af the Carnang. {rt fecms 
roper to add, that the conduct ot 
Wie Sadticr, who joined the kne- 
lith prifoners at Ofcotia, by no 
means met the approbation ot the 
ollicers recently delivered from con- 
finement. Thefe genticmen had 
previoufly obtained from the com 
miffoner of the fultan the indul- 
gence of marching without hand- 
cuts, but this favour was not ex- 
tended to the common foldters. 
Mr Sadhier’s intercit wes theretore 
folicited fur this purpoie, bit he 
refufed the requeit, and is faid to 
have acded, that ** the Gruation in 
which the trpops now were, was 


the bet and fecurett merhod of 


marchipg them.”? Upen the con- 
clufion of peace Tippes, firuck 
with the refolute and ob@inate de- 
fence cf the gariifon of Manga- 
fore, and irritated againg the go- 
vernor, who had furrencered the 
place to general Matthews, orcered 
bim to be blown from the mouth 
ef acannon. ‘The news of the 
treaty no fooner reached Bombay, 
than that prefidency came to a re- 
folution to Cifpend general Mace 
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leod from the command of the ap 
my. Of the reafons and the con: 
fequence of this procecding we arg 
not vet informed, 

‘I here 1s no part of the province 
with which we are acquainted ig 
che Fait Indie, that prefents tg 
us a profpect more melancholy ang 
repulfive than the dominions of the 
nabob of Arcot, This prince had 
originally been placed and main. 

tained by us on the throne in 
poiion to a competitor, whole 
claims were perhaps more rightful, 
but who was fupported by the go. 
vernors ot the trench fettlements 
on the coaft of Curomandel. No 
thing has been more untortunaté 
and reinous than the period of his 
government. His  traufations 
however have been fo much in 
volved with thoie of the company’s 
fervants, that it is ditficult to pro- 
nounce m what degrce the calamis 
tics to which we have alluded, are 
to be aicribed to the indolence or 
the tyrannical difpolitions of the 
nabob, and in what degree to the 
inautp'cious interference of the 
hnehth feitlers He had ruined 
his country by his extortions, op. 
piefons and arbitrary proceedings 
of various hinds, ncotwithtianding 
which, far from having accumts 
hited treafure, he was to the lat 
depree peceffirous, and in cebt to 
all the world. It was this diftrefled 
condition of his affairs, combined 
with the improvidence and interns! 
weaknefs of our governinent, that 
mace his dominions the eafy and 
unrefifting prey of Hyder Ali ia 
1780. Having found himfeit to 
tally incompetent to che arrange: 
nent of his uftuiys; in the month 
of December 1781, he made an af 
fignment of all his revenues to lord 
Macartney on the part of the Eal- 
India comp.uny for the {uipport of 
thewar, ‘This afiignment ne 
: ¢ 
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the fanction of the court of direc- 
tors at home on the sth of Septem- 
ber 1782. In the mean time, the 
nabob, repenting of his engage 
reat, diffatistied with the con- 
duct of the government of Madras, 
or more probably infligated by his 
fraudulent creditors of this country, 
remonftrated to the fupreme coun- 
cil at Bengal, that the conditions, 
for which the inferior pretidency 
had engaged, had not properly been 
tulfilled, and praying to be releafed 
from the ceffion he had made. His 
petition was granted by the tu- 
preme council, upon con ition of 
his paying a {pecilic fum, monthly, 
to the company, and orders were 
accordingly difpatched to lord Mac- 
artney. rhefe tteps were taken in 
March 1783, and the dfpatches 
accompanied general Coote in the 
laft voyage he made to the preti- 
dency ot Madras. 

Such was the toundation of a 
eontroverly, which has attracted 
much attention, and been produc- 
tive of important confequences. 
Lord Macartney telt an entire per- 
fuafion of the incapacity and in- 
difpofition toa right mode ot pro 
ceeding of the nabob of Arcot. 
Catisfied as much as ever of the 
wifdom and policy of the tranf- 
action, and convinced of the rec- 
titude of his conduct, he was dif- 
poled to pe:fevere in the line he 
had chofen, notwithfanding the 
rroundiefs complaints of the trie 
Dutary monarch. With thefe in- 
clinations he remon {rated in itrong 
terms againit the mandate of the 
fupreme council ; urged the intuf- 
tice of expofing the renters, who 
had undert: aken with the Fnglith 
government in defiance of the ma- 
chinations of the nabob, to the re- 
fentments of that prince ; and repre- 
fented the meafure, as big with op- 
prefion, depredation and 3 ruin. The 
poverament of Bengal in the mein 
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time, whatever were its charaéter 
in other refpects, cannot be charg- 
ed with veriatility, inconfequence, 
and an inattertion to the dignity 
and powers veiled in it by liw. 

‘They were equally tenacious with 
the prefidency of Madras, and ac- 
cordingly wrote to lord Macartney 
on the igth of Auguit 1783, re- 
peating their former orders, and re- 
uiring an immediate and unre- 
ceived compliance. In the mean 
time the approbation of the court 
of directors arrived at Madras, and 
put an end to all farther proceed- 
ings on the fubject. 

Major | general Stuart, a gentle- 
man Who had been p: ticularly ace 
tive in the arret! and imprifonment 
of lord Pigot, upon this occafion 
loudly declared himfelf the parti- 
fun ot the government of Bengal. 
It was to the bold and _ untemporif= 
ing part that he took in this affair, 
that, fo far as we can penetrate into 
the my {tery that obfcures the inter- 
nal tranfactions of our Indian 20 
vernment, are to be afcribed his 
fublequent misfortunes. The fitu- 
ation of the nobleman who now 
pretided at Madras, was not very 
ditterent from that of lord Pigot in 
17-6, Each of them had held’ 
him{elf up as a reformer, and each 
of them are fuppofed by thofe,. 
who have feen the tenour of our 
tranfactions in India in an unfa- 
vourable light, to have poffeffed 
roo much virtue, too much purity, 
and too little indulgence and ma- 
nagement for the finifler conduét 
of thofe around them, not to have 
incurred much diflike and odium. 
Lord Figot, as well as lord Macart- 
ney, had the misfortune to incur 
the enmity of the nabob, and 
the difpleafure of the fupreme 
council at Bengal. And to com- 
plete the refemblance each of them 
was oppofed at home by the fame 
individual. General Stuart was a 
vetc- 
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veteran officer, who had expofed 
himfelf to all the rigours of the 
military life, and who had recently 
foit onc of his legs jp the fervice 
of the company. His reputation 
was that of a man, daring, intrepid 
and fearlefs in the very highett de- 
gree ; and he had never been known 
to commit himiclf in any bufinefs, 
in which he did not exert every 
merve, and put to hazard every 
thing that was dear to hin, rather 
than fit down with the ignominy of 
a dcteat. 

Alike in fituation and circum- 
flances, lord Macartney was deter- 
mined not by any timidity and ir- 
refolution on his part, to incur,the 
fate of lord Pigot. ‘fhe ceffation 
of hoftilities was no fooner con- 
cluded between the French and the 
Englifh in the month ot June, than, 
to give akind of check to general 
Stuart, and to furnmith bim witha 
warning of what he was farther to 
expect, if he perfiiled in his difal- 
fection, the government of Madras 
recalled him from the field, and 

pointed general Bruce in his 
piace. Undifmayed however by 
this psoceeding, he appears to have 
been as bitter and unreserved as 
ever in his invectives againit the 
civil governor. Accordingly the 
prelidency went on to diimi(s him 
trom the fervice of the company, 
and on the 17th of September the 
fentence of his difmiffion was paffed 
upon him in his pretence. It he 
intended to carry his oppofition to 
farther extremities there was cer- 
tainly now no time to be loft. He 
18 faid to have fuffered fo much of 
his defign to efcape him before his 
judges, as to row he would dif- 
pute ctheie fentence, Immediately 
after, he left the fort, and retired ta 
a houfe occupied by him in the 
town. He was here accompa: ied 
by major Grattan, throuzh whom 


he had been accuilomed On parte 
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cular occafions to rffue his orders to 
the troops. He was furroundey 
by his fecretary and aides de camp, 
and had a guard at his houfe. 

It is by no means uncxampled 
for aman to be at the fame time 
a bad fubject to the civil power, 
and an excellent foldier, a fkilfy] 
general, acceptable to his equals, 
and adored by the troops under his 
command, Sueh was perhaps the 
charactet of this oilicer. 1 here 
feems to be little room for doubt 
that he iatended to enter without 
delay upon the moit decifive mea. 
fures, and to ftake his future fue. 
eefs, his fortune and his life a. 
gainft that of the gavernor of Ma- 
dras. Lord Macartney was com- 
parative y {peaking a man of peace, 
furrounded with formatity and 
pomp and the etiquette of office, 
and general Stuart feems to have 
been pertectiy fecure that in ttaking 
agamit fuch a character the cele-* 
rity, the intrepidity and the expe- 
rience of a veteran, who was deter- 
mined not to be frightened with 
names, or to be deterred by the ar- 
duoufnefs of his undertaking, he 
mutt come off with the advantage. 
This fecurity was fatal to his pro- 
ject. Lord Macartney had not 
gone fo f. r, as to fet the commander 
in chief at defiance, without being 
prepared for the confequences. In- 
formed that general Stuart was bu- 
fily employ ed in drawing out orders 
for the army, he that very evening 
difpatched.the adjutant o1 the gor- 
rifon, tégether with Mr. Staunton, 
his confidential fecretary, and a 
{mall body of fepoys, to the num- 
ber of fixty-fix, to put him under 
arreft and convey him into the fort. 
Mr. Staunton and his comp.nion 
proceeded to the general’s houle 
about eight in the evening, in the 
order ufually obferved by vilitors. 
They afeended without inierrup: 
tion to the general’s apartinent. 
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They found him employed with 
major Grattan and his jecretary in 
the manner they bad been inform- 
ed, and immediately announced 
theirerrand. Nothing could have 
been more furprifing and unexpect- 
ed to the general. He however 
made objections, faid he would obey 
the arrett at a future time, and at 
length feemed determined to itand 
upon his defeace. Mealures were 
now taken for introducing the fe- 
poys, and twelve of then, only be- 
ing ready, Mr. Staunton led them 
up ftairs, with their bayonets fixed 
and his drawn fword in his hand. 
Upon his appearance major Grat- 
tan advanced towards him, and in 
a tone not lefs expreflive of firm- 
nefs than reproach, aiked him if 
his proceedings were decent, ond 
added, that he muit be anfwe able 
forthem. It now appeared to be 
uncertain how far major Grattan 
meant to carry his refiftance ; and 
the fuccefs of that refiftance if 
made, was not lefs doubtful The 
number of Europeans was equally 
few on both fides. The part that 
would be taken by the fepoys, either 
above or below ttairs, depended on 
the fimprefion of the moment. 
They had been marched in an en- 
tire ignorance of the fubjeét of 
their defination. They were ac- 
cuftomed to refpect and obey the 
general, his fecretary {poke their 
language fluently, and his aide de 
cimp was in the habit of command- 
ing them. The fervants of the 
prefidency however had the advan- 
tage of coming prepared, and with 
an entire knowlege of the ferviie 
they had undertaken, while gene 
ral Stuart and h s companions were 
taken by furprize. Mr. Staunton 
accordingly affuined a loud and au- 
thoritative tone, and replied with 
afperity to the expoftulation of 
major Grattan, while the general 
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on the contrary wafied his moments 
in arguing the point of law with 
the adjutant, and repreienting the 
informality of his proceedings, as 
he produced no written order, He 
took down the names of the per- 
fons concerned in the aireft, and 
infifted upon being moved from his 
f at, in order to afccrtain the per- 
fonal force employed againtt him. 
This propotal was complied with, 
and he was then, affiiied by his 
own fcrvants, conveyed without dif- 
ficulty into the fort. On the i6th 
of Cctober he was put on board a 
{mall veffel in the terview of go- 
vernment in o:der to be brought to 
England. : 

It feldom happens that a ftrong 
and pirined meafure can be taken, 
without ‘nvolving with it new fitu- 
ations, that require equal exertion 
and firmnets. When venera: Bruce 
was appointed to the command in 
the field, general fir John Bur- 
goyne, who, a» well as tome other 
oficers now upon the coaft of Co- 
remandel, was fenior to general 
Bruce, was ill at Madras. It would 
however have been more conform- 
able to prec dent, to have named 
general Bu goyo , conditionally, 
when his health fhould ; ermit him 
to take the field; but he does not 
icem to have been equally in the 
confidence of the governor of Ma- 
dras. Not lony after general Bruce 
fell ill, aud fir John iurgoyne was 
ordered to join the army returning 
from the fege of Cuddalore. A- 
gainft neither of the fleps of this 
arrangenicnt had he ma ¢ any com- 
plaint. But the fituation was dif- 
ferent, when gener | Stuart was dif- 


wifled from the compa y's fervice, 


and fir John Burgoyne was nomi- 
nated to fepestale him in the en- 
tire command of the king’s troops. 
To this he objected, and peremp- 
torily refufed to comply, unlefs he 
were 
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were either convinced of the crimes 
of general Stuart, or gencral Stuart 
had been put under arreft, and fo 
incapacitated from the duties of his 
funétion. The propolal on the 

rt of the civil government was 
an the firit inftance, rather a com- 
piiance with etique:te, than incli- 
pation; and, though the arre!! 1m- 
mediately followed, they chofe to 
accept the denial of fir John Bur- 
goyne, and immediately iffued two 
orders, the one contiituting colonel 
Lang alicutenant general, the other 
directing him te take the command 
of the whole army. The officer 
they had difguiled was of a charac- 
ter, more miid, and lefs ente rprifine, 
than general Stuart, and though 
Wis fituation feemed more tavour- 
able for the adoption of an arduous 
meafurc, than that of the latrer had 
Deen, the prefidency had probably 
confidence enouch in their know- 
ledge of his difpotition, not to dread 
the confequences. The event jul- 
tified their determinat oa. ‘Thou h 
the king’s forces to 2 man, anda 
part of the company’s, aftonifhed 
and indienant at the meaiure, call- 
ed upon him to refift che invult, he 
however determined for him‘clf, 
and induced tour other mak rs ge- 
neral, who were included in she 
neglect, to retire from the army, di- 
recting the in‘erior officers to obcy 
the orders of their new commancer. 
At the fame time he wrote to the 
governor, that he was ready, i: 
called upon, to furrender hintfelt 
into his hands. 

There was a cificulty however, 
which was not removed by his 
treat to Madras. Colonel Lang ir- 
deed was by this itep lett at libe tv 
to iffue his orders without danger of 
their being contravened ; hut the 
bufinets ot dif{cipline, and the ap- 
poitinent of eeneral courts murs 


ates 


‘tial, were points in which fir John. 


Burgoyne conceived himfelf not 
equally at liberty to recede. He 
accordingly maintained his com. 
mand of the king’s troops in re_ard 
to returns, orders, and th pencral 
unctions of his ation til the :34 
of December, when it became ne- 
ceflar: for him to take fome itep, in 
confequence of a demand that was 
made upon him for a court martial 
upon one of the king’s officers, and: 
the «ppeal of two foldiers trom the 
fentence of a regimental court 
martial. Sir John Bureoyne en- 
countered various difficulties: upor 
this occafion. He was not howe 
ever to be diverted trom his object, 
and on the 2eth ot December he 
informed the council of Madras, 
that he had appoinred a day for the 
meeth y of the court, and that he 
intended to bring betore them, be. 
fide the trials already mentioned; 
the cafe of an officer, who uppeared 
to be particularly protecied by them 
for difobedience of orders. At the 
fame time he referred it to the 
council, whether or no they would 
permit the court martial to be held, 
fince he was refolved to obey their 
orders, and, if it were required, to 
withhold his power as commander 
in chiet of the king’s troops, though 
he moft'tormally prote it agama bes 
ing refponfible for the diforders 
that might entue. Upon the ree 
ceipt of this letrer on the grit ins 
ftunt, the civil government refolvé 
ed to put fir John Burgoyne un- 
cer arrett, and hy that means to 
put an end to the difficulties and 
difputes, which had fo long fubtitt- 
ed between them and the king’s 
officers. 

From the ruinous ftate of the 
province of Arcot, and the confe- 
quences refulting from that eit- 
cumffange, we turn to the condi- 

tion 








sion not lefs deplorable of the nabob 
vifier * of Oude. His misfortunes 
principally orig inated, 3 m the extra- 
ordinary manner ia which his fub- 
lidy to the Britifh government had 
been increaled from 36,0 ol. to 
g12,000 1. per annuin, and wm the 
caahet ot troops: that was itation- 
edin his territories trom the fame 
quarter. Phe latt treaty that had 
been framed upon this fubject was 
concluded in 1775, immediately 
upon the accefion of the prefeut 
nabob, and from that time the opu- 
lence of his kingdom and the re- 
venues of the flute had rapidly de- 
clined. In 1779, the natives were 
reduced to the greateik dittrets, and 
the complaints of the prince were 
-wehement and pathetic. It was 
not however, at that time, at the 
cofmmencement of fo arduous and 
extentive a conteti, thought advit- 
able by Mr. Hatiings to comply 
with his demands. But in the 
year 178:, Mr. Hattings made a 
prog ‘refs to Benares and Oude, the 
princip: al object of which was lated 
tu be the relief of the vitier. Betide 
the importance ot pre: erving in 
fame 
this prince, who tormed a tronticr 
to our prov his arrears to 
the Enehth government had now 
grown confiderable. in order to 
retiore him to his tormer opulence 
and diymity, a great part of our mi- 
ditary cit: abliiiment i his country 
was agreed to be withdrawn, but 
the amount of che fubtidy does not 
appear to have been altered.  Fi- 
zulla Khan however, the moit prof- 
perous ot his dependants, and the 
princefles of Oude, the mother and 
grandmother ot the nabob, were 
‘facrificed to his immediate necefli- 
tics, aud a confiderable part of the 
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confifcations were appropriated to 
the liquidation of the demands of 
the Halt India company. 

Though theie arrangements, to 
whatever animadvertions they have 
been expoied upon other accounts, 
appeared favourable to the imme- 
diate relief and fubfequent melior- 
ation of the circumitances of the 
vifier, they were not however pro- 
ductive of all the advantages, chat 
Mr. Hattings expected trom them. 
“The event,” faid he, perhaps 
too inuch under the intluence of 
the aiperity of recent difappoint- 
ment, * has proved the reveefe of 
my hopes, accumulation of ditireis 
and devradation to the nabob, and ot 
mortificat on and difhonour to me.”” 
The province was nearly in a ilate 
of anarchy and infurrection, and 
the company’s debt, inilead of be- 
ing difcharged by the ailignments 
andes ‘traordinary fources of money, 
provided for chat purpofe, feemed 
Lkely to exceed the amount at 
which it ftood, at the time of Mr. 
Hailings’s interview with the na- 
bob. ‘To rectify thefe abufes, the 
governor general recalled the ref. 
dent and the Britith collectors im 
Oude; and he embraced this op- 
portuulty of complying with the 
commands of the directors, in ap- 
pomtng Mr. Brittow to fucceed 
Mr. Middleion in the tormer of 
theic ofhces. One ot the difgraced 
othcers {oon atter died, but the 
other two were acecufed of grofs 
abules and peculation, and afevere 
enquiry was ordered to be initi- 
tuted acuntt them. With the event 
of this enquiry we are not ac- 
quainted, 

Mr. Hattings was not better fa- 
tisticd with the canduct of the mi- 
nilter of the nabob, than he had 


* The title of viGer or firt minifter of the Mogu! empire is hereditary in the family 
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been with the fervants of the com- 
y in that province. | his mif- 
underitanding appeared in a very 
confpicuous light in the affair ot 
Almas Ali Khan. This zemidar 
was regarded by the governor ge- 
neral as aipiring to independency. 
«¢ His defection,” tays Mr. Hati- 
ings, ‘ his retreat to the frontier, 
and the fubtequent negociations 
between him and the nabob, re- 
femble more a treaty between equal 
ftates, than a trantaction between 
a fovereign and his vaflal.”” The 
miniiter indeed reprefented, that 
there had been no revolt on the 
part of Almas, and that the whole 
province of Oude enjoyed the mott 
perfect peace and tranquility. But 
trom whatever fource Mr. Hatt- 
ings derived his information, he 
was pertectly incredulous to the 
affertions of the minitter, and re- 
garded them as intlances of the 
moit fhameleis infolence und dupli- 
city. He accordingly in'ructed 
Mr. Buiiitow, the new refident at 
Oude, that “if any engagement fub- 
fitied between the zemidar and the 
nabob, it muft, however excep- 
tionable, be tathtully obferved ; 
but if Almas Ali Khan had be n 
guilty of any crime againit the 
ftate, for which no immunity was 
rovided in the engag ment, or if 
. fhould break any one of the 
conditions of it, it thould be Mr. 
Brittow’s {pecial care, to endeavour, 
either by force or furprile, to fe- 
cure his perion and bring him to 
jutice.”” “* By bringing him to jul- 
tice,” continued Mr. Hastings, 
«+ ] mean that you urge the nabob, 
on due conviction, to punifh him 
with death, as a neceflary example 
to deter others from the commuiien 
of the lie crimes; nor mutt vou 
defit till this os effeSed. I can- 
not preceibe the means; but to 
guard mylelt againit the obloquy 
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to which I may be expofed, bya 
forced mifconiiruction of this order 
by thofe, who may be hereafter em. 
ployed in iearching our records for 
cavils and intormations againtt me, 
I think it proper to torbid and pro. 
tell againit the ufe of any fraudy. 
lent aruiice or treachery, to accom. 
plifh the end which | have pres 
icribed ; and as you alone are priy 
to the order, you will of ones ob- 
ferve the fecret, that it may not 
tranfpire.” Thefe initruétions were 
dated the 23d of October 178», 

However threatening an afped 
the enmity of the governor general 
bore to him, the zemidar furvived 
this dangerous and tottering fitua- | 
tion, and lived to have his inno. 
cence and rectitude openly pro. 
claimed. On the 30th of April 
1784, Mr. Hatiings, {peaking of 
certain fums of money he had ob- 
tained of the vifier, obferved in 
one inflance, ** ‘This was procured 
by my own fuggetftion from Almas 
Ali Khan, who complied chear- 
fully and without hetitation, con- 
fidering it as an evidence feafonably 
offered for the general refutation 
ot the charges of perfidy and dif- 
loyalty, which have been too la 
borioutly urged again{t him, and 
carried at One time to an excels, 
which had nearly diiven him, to 
abandon the country for the pre- 
fervation of his life and honour, 
and thus to give a colour to the 
charges themfelves.” 

Nothing is more diftrefsful, than 
the famines with which this fertile 
quarier ot the globe is fo frequently 
vifited. ‘The appointment of Mr. 
Haiiings to the prefidency of Cal- 
cutta was preceded by a famine, 
travical and detiruétive beyond 
what it is almoft poffible for us to 
form an ide:. We have already 
mentioned the famine of 1779. 
And the year «782 was clofed by 4 
I ucw 
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new calamity of the fame kind, 
which completed and aggravated 
all the misfortunes of war. Four- 
teen thoufand perfons — perifhed 
weekly in Madras and its cnvirons. 
This mott terrible ot all human 
ills extended over the whole penin- 
fula, nor were the provinces ot 
Oude and Benares exempt from its 
dettructive inflvence. The tcrri- 
tory of the Englith government of 
Bengal however, by the wile and 
provident conduct of Me. Hattings, 
ele: sped in fome meafure from fhar- 
ing in the common inistortune. 
“Diflatisfied as the yovernor-ge- 
neral had been with the etlects of 
the arrangementin 1781, he began 
at this time to relax from the feve- 
rity he had exercifed towards Fi- 


rulla Khan and the princefies of 


Oude. Anew treaty was conclud- 
. between the former and the na- 
bob, under the aulpiges ot the 


Britith government, onthe 16th of 


February, 1783, by which he was 
reftored to his dominions, upon the 
payment of a finall fine. About 
the fame time the mother and grand. 
mother of the vitier were re-intiat- 
edin the pofletiion of their refpeec- 
tive appanages. 

In the courfe of this year the 
complaints of the nabob of the 
ditirciled fituation of his dominions 
became as loud as ever. it wus 
now futiciently evident, that the 
fyiiem the fervants of the company 
had purtued with this prince ever 
fince his aceeffion, 
confitient with the profperity, or 
ulmott the exillence of his domi- 
nions. In compliance with his re- 
prefe ntations, on the 3g1it of De- 
cember it was refolved, finally to 
withdraw the Britifh re lidency trom 
Lucknow, and to accept in lieu of 
it the fecurity of bankers of known 
eredit and re {fponfibility for the 
piyment of the balance due to the 


Was no longer 
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company, and the current fubfidy. 
In addition to this proceeding the 
governor gene ral determined, pre- 


viowily to the time in w hich he in- 
tended to quit the pretide ucys to 
pay another vit, in compliance 
with the invitation ot the viber 
and his new miniiler, who was upon 
better terms with Mr. Haflings 
than his predecetior, to the dom- 
nions of this prince. Accordingly, 
ou the 7th of February, 17384, it 
Was fipuitied to the government ot 
Bengal that fecurity in due form 
had been given by the vifier, and 
en the 17th inttant Mr. Hatiings 
fet out on his progrets tor Luck- 
how. 

it may be no difagreeable relief 
to the, feverity and ditirefs of the 
proceedings we have been obliged 
to relate, to tuke aotice of the ar- 
rival of fir William Jones at Cal- 
cutta, ia conieq uence of his pro- 
motion to be one of the members of 
fupreme court of judicature. 
‘Phe clegance of inanners and the 
biilli, iney ot im igination, by which 
this gentleman is ditlinguithed, his 
love of f letters, ot liberty and man- 
kind, gave a peculiar propriety to 
his appointment, and might atiord 
Us no uncertain proipect, it a tew 
characters equally venerable and 
clevated could be found to unite 
with hin in the glorious unde: 
tuking, of a fpcedy termination to 
al! the diforders ot India. One of 
the earlici decifions pronounced by 
him, was in the cause between the 
army and the company, re(pecting 
the treafures which were found in 
the tortrefs of the mother ot the 
raja of Benares, which was finally 
dccrecd in favour of the company. 
On the isth of January, 1784, a 
fociety was infiituted by tir William 
Jones, for enquiring into the hitto- 
ry, civil and natural, the antiqui- 
art, fciences and Literature 
ol 
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of Afia. And thus the literature 
of Europe, and along with it, it is 
to be hoped, the arts “of humanity, 
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beneficenee and peace, have at 
length obtained a footing in ‘the 
plains of Hiindottan. 





CHA 


Meeting of Par! 
Supply. 


General [clecPione 


T had been the affertion of fome 

of the leading members of the 
oppotition, that the popularity ot 
Mr. Pitt and his colleagues was de- 
lufive and unfounded, and that a 
very fliort interval would futfice 
for its deftruction. ‘Their obferva- 
tion however was not completely 
verified, The ereat and memorable 
contelt between sdeieieatlaa and 
the houfe of commons had now en- 
dured a confiderable time, and the 
popularity of the former, inttead ot 
lit ninifhing, feemed daily to grow 


more extenfive and unque! lion: able. 
Never was any decifion, if we take 
it in all its parts, morc full and ex- 
p icit, than the ee which was given by 

e pedple of Fi land 1 in the pre- 
rae general election. In two of 
the earlicit centetted elections, 
which were made onthe 2zcth and 
auitof Mareh, the boroughs or 


Hertlord and Hall, Mr. Willham 


Baker and Mr. David Hartley, iwo 
very difinvuiflied adherents of the 
exeminitiers, were reected. Thete 
determinations however were made 
Upon ac maifined fcale, and could at 
beit be reearded only as a kind of 
earneit of the victory which was to 
fullow. Bur the memorable day, 
which feemed jinally to overthrow 
all oppohition, was the fixth of 


April. On this day the poll was 
finally elofed for the city of York. 
The amportance of this place, as 





Tment. 


Parliamentary 


P. VI. 
Wefimin/ler Scrutiny. 
Reform. 


Votes of 


c onftituting one of the mot nume- 
rous and independent bodies in the 
kinedom, was lott in the two cir 
cumitanees, of their clection fur: 
nifhine a kind of touchitone of the 
difpotition of that celebrated and 
— nt county, and of the advane 
tage poffetied by the deelining ; pare 
ty in that pk ices in ha ving as their 
leader lord John Cavendith, ano 
bieman of the mott unfpotted cha- 
racter, the moit amiable manners, 
and who had hitherto filled the mot 
elevated place in the veneration of 
his countrymen. Lord john Ca 
vendifh and his fellow-candidate 
were thrown out upon the poll, 
and on the fame dav Mr, Foljambe, 
the fucceflor and heir of fir George 
Savile, and Mr. Weddel, declined 
ail farther conte tt for the county of 
York. The other contiderable ver- 
fons in the party of Mr. Fox, whe 
futtered in this general election; 
were fir grt Clayton, member 
for Surrey ; fir Richard Hotham, 
for Southwark; fir Thomas Charles 
Bunbury, tor Suffolk; general Con- 
way, for Bury St. Edmunds ; Mr. 
Thomas William Coke, tor Not- 
tolk; colonel Hartley and Mr 
Elwes, tor Berkthire ; Mr. Thomas 
Halfev, for Hertfordfhire; Mt 
Thomas Grenville, for Bucking: 
hamfhire ; lord Sheffield, for the 
city of Covent: ‘y; Mr. John Town 
fhend, for the univerfity of Cam- 
"bridge; 
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ridge ; and Mr. Thomas Erfkine, 
tor Portfimout! 1. 

But, though the majouty ob- 
tained by adininifiration in this 


tion was the moft complete and 


cic 

numerous, it Was however im- 
pottible t th: it ¢ L party y. fo ele ated 1 in 
abilities, and to hi; gh in their opu- 


leiace. fhould futfer a total and un- 
qualified deteat. In the city of 
Norwich, which had been amone 
the earliett in its repre bation of the 


late miniflers, they were able to 
feat as a new member Mr. William 
Windham. Though the conte:t ter- 


minated to their difadvantage, the 
election tor Middiletex in tavour af 
Mr. ¢ seorge Bvne, and thil mere that 
in Buchin, hamfhire, i itavourotear] 
Verney, were condi ik ted w inhy Vt i 
yerfeverance if 


ny and a ereat equality of 
Vo » gee 
‘ 

| 


}! 
' 

Sith cieileeatend sath 
4 


ye “applied to thc city of Brittel, 
where ove of the deteated part 
maintained the n ritv upon the 
} 

pollduringan election of live ‘ks. 
In Bedtordithire, whe tT ilfo 
foucht with equal arms, the contett 
terminated in tavour of Mrs St. 

drew St. John, late one of the 
ul r | etartes of fthates | ! 
maioritvy of one. Jn the city of 
Lone » wliC t | TUL ea 
exertions on beth fides. rhe nar 
of triend 1 of ¢€ Mit t( ie 
nil ratie n were icit, upon the clol 
of the voll. ‘ ly = ’ the nre- 

‘ ! Subs 
ceding parhament. 

Buta tlrueele fearcely lefs con- 
fpicws nd memo than a 


I attle bern 


or a revolvotion in clure ol} 
their ea 

the city of 
candidat Ss 


Hood, the 


’ 
Rodne \ 


was exhibited 
Weitinintler, The 
yr this place were, lord 
fellow-ioldicr ot lord 
in the naval agement 
between the French aud Englith on 
the r2th of Apvril, 1752, and who 
had in a manner divided with that 
commande r the story ‘of the dav : 


1754. 


ernment, 


ene 





HISTOR Y. 1f3) 
Mr. Fox; and fir Cecil Wray, a 
gentleman who had originally been 
brought In Upon the interett ot 
Mr. tox, but who now united with 
lord Hood in him. 
The election the 
firft of \pril, 

days Mr. Fox mai 


jority over OOtA tae 


Oppontie nm to 
commenced on 
During the two firit 


int. ine Al a hae 


other candl- 

dares. On the third ot April how- 

ever, the tide was turned againit 

pam . ’ . aa 4~ 

him, partiv, as 1 Was fuppoted, 

} rs ‘ . ‘ Hye } > 

through the initramentality of the 

mnimeciate aepenueirs of the crow Nn. 

and continued in that direction tor 

the three tollowin Ps Gat ot the 

poll. On the Sth, the oth, the roth, 
4 

| 
ana Liat I April, ti conteit 


wa arried On With more cQuaitVv., 
untage ot 


the 


+ . aa _ 
lait of thefe davs the number of 
} rt 2 VV } ha i PP hic di vi unted 
t it ten thoufand, a creater 


niimber than had ever been Known 


oO have voted upon any former oc- 
cation: and the matoritv. acaintt 
° . . ’ ‘ 
hin, in favourrot tir Ceci Wray, 


vn0oO Was iccond upon the poll, was 


and cighteen. 


the election had now continued 
for rearly a fe ight, and vould 
tat bee deed b any pe Ons, 
le's fan than Mr. Fox and his 
se that their ¢ e was become 
cdeiperate b,Uut t VI lexamimed 
the events of the electron wit! Cale, 
and were fatisfied that their pro- 
[pect was not hopelefs. ‘The party 
of adminifration had acted under 
the apprehe nhion that the election 
would not probably be drawn into 
any extrac adie ty length, and had 
inf a manner exhautied their efforts 
early in poll. But the oppe- 
lite party were aware of the prace 
ticability of drawing out the con- 
tcit for feveral weeks } mrerer, ane 
were periuaded that a very great 


number of voters {till remaimed. 


The nobility on this fide potfeffet 


hi advane- 

























































































































































































































































of Afia. And thus the literature 
of Europe, and along with it, it is 
to be hoped, the arts “of human! ty 


BRITISH 





AN D 


beneficenee and peace, have at 
length obtained a footing in ‘the 


plains of Jiindottan. 





C H A P. VI. 
G. ) EleSione Meeting of Parlianent. Welminfler Scrut ny. V. 
cacra LideliOnhe Ce) LAS ay / @ 7 Cut. ‘ ‘ ! oles 


Supply. 


T had been the affertion of fome 

of the leading members of the 
ag that the popularity ot 
Mr. Pitt and his colleagues was de- 
lufive and unfounded, and that a 
very flhort interval would futhice 
for its dettruction. Their obferva- 
tion however was not completely 
verified. The ereat and memorable 
contelt between adminittration and 
the houfe of commons had now en- 
dured a confiderable time, and the 
p ypularity of the former, intead ot 
ail ninifhing, feemed daily to grow 
more extenfive and un que! lionable ‘ 
Never was any cecifion, if we take 
it in all its parts and cx 
P Tt it, than th: 24 which was given t 

ce pedple ot OF land 1 
icnet gene! al ¢| 


} 
more fu t} 


IF the ed 


i r 
al) Oi 


cétion, {wo 
the earliett contetted elections, 
which were made enthe acth and 
aquittof March, for the boroughs or 


Hertlord and Hall, Nir. Woilham 


Baker and Mr. David Hartley, two 
very difineuilhed adherents of the 
exeminitiers, were relected. Thete 
determinatio owever were made 
Upon a confined fcalc, and could at 
beft be reearded only as a kind of 
earneit of the victory which was to 


tollow. But memorable day 
which feemed jinally 
all oppehition, was fixth 
Apni. On this day the poll was 
finally elofed for the city of York. 
The amportance of this place, as 


the 


, 


ro overtnor 


hea OV 
the 





ot 


Parliamentary Reform. 


conflituting one of the moft nume. 
rous and independent bodies in the 
kingdom, was lott in the two cir 
cumitances, of their clection fur: 
nifhing a kind of touchttone of the 
difpotition of that celebrated and 
opulent wg fi and of the advans 
tage poffefied by the declining ; pare 
ty in that pl: ee, in having as their 
leader lord JOhh Cavendith, ano 
bieman of the mott unfpotted cha- 
racter, the mot amiable manners, 
and who had hitherto filled the mot 
elevated place in the veneration of 
his countrymen. Lord john Ca 
vendifh and his fellow-candidate 
were thrown out upon the poll, 
and on the fame dav Mr, Fo!jambe, 
the fucceflor and heir of fir George 
Savile, and Mr. Weddel, declined 
ail farther contett for the county of 
York. The other contiderable ver- 
fons in the party of Mr. Fox, who 
futiered in this general elec ees. 
were fir gem Clay ton, member 
for Surrey ; - Richard Hotham, 
for Southy a ; fir Thomas Charles 
Bunbury, tor Suffolk; general = 
way, for Bury St. Edmunds ; 
Thomas William Coke, tor Not. 
tolk; colonel Hartley and Mr 
Elwes, tor Berkthire ; Mr. Thomas 
Ha Ifev, for Herttordfhire; Mr 
Thomas Grenville, for Bucking 
hamfhire ; lord Sheffield, for the 
city of Coventry; Mr. John Town 
thend, for the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge; 


Mr. 
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Hridge ; and Mr. Thomas Erfkine, 
tor Portfmouth. 

But, though the majority ob- 
rained by adminitiration in this 
cle‘tion was the moft complete and 
was hamaver im- 
pothible thai a party, fo cievated in 
abilities, to high in their opu- 
lence, fhould futter a total and un- 
qualifie 1 deteat. In the city 
Norwich, which had been among 
the carlieit in its reprobation of the 

minifiers, they were able to 
feat as a new member Mr. William 
Windham. Though the conte:t ter- 
minated to shelf difady antage, the 
election tor Middletex in tavour af 


Mr. George Brvne Fe and til mere that 


numerous, it 


and 


ot 


late 


in Buckinehamfhire, in favour of earl 
Verney, were conduc ted with much 
rfevel ince and ul evreaft ( (] \ of 
Vou ° The {ame obtervat Gi) Tat 
} . ‘ +f a : ! 
pec ‘applied to the citv oF Brite). 
where ope of the deteated party 


poll during an election of live weeks. 
In Bedtordihire, where it was alfo 
fought withe run! arms, the conteit 
terminated in tavour of Mr. St. 
drew St. John, late one of the 
uncer fecretartes of fiate. | ! 
maiority of « ne. In tl ity of 
Loudon, alfer the moft fivenuect 
exertions on both tides. rhe naz 
of triends and of encinies to 
nifration Wee if. upen the ctol 
of the poll, + ly aus in the pre- 


eeding parhament, 
Put «4 Pt ke {, a’ 

Ipicvous ana me 

I attle big tv 


or a revo] 


cely Icf{s con- 
1O} ic than a 


nadine nations, 


een conte 


tron mm the Jructure ot 


their roverniment, was exhibited 
the city of venga ra 
Candidates tor this place were, lor 


Hood, the fellow oldie r of lord 
Rodne in the naval engagement 
between the French and E nglith o n 
the path of April, 1752, and who 
had in a manner divided with that 
commander the etory of the day : 


1754. 
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Mr. Fox; and fir Cecil Wray, a 
gentleman who had oriyinalls bee " 
brought in Upon intereit of 


the 


Mr. tox, but who now united with 
lord Hood in oppoiition to him. 
The election commenced on the 
firft of April — the two firtl 
days Mr. Vox aintained a mae 
jority over both yr e other candi- 
dares. On the third of Ap it how- 
ever, the tide was turned againtt 


bys eve _ . fac 
sLillt. Partiy , o/ IpPpoled, 


} ; ‘ . ‘ aie } . 
throu gh the initrumentalty of the 
7h ny ediat edcpendenrs of the crov Ne» 
and continu oa in that cirection tor 
tne three toll wine dus Of the 
rn) } () } 1] = fhe foe th ” t} 

j ils ‘i ttle i* 6 . ‘ il» 
} | 4 

and the 12th ot April, t contelt 

VW ‘ il ch ¢ ‘ A ith wore coud [Ve 

, ’ ¢ 

out urifornil the antage of 
! ite 

the tate lecretary ot bili Ce On the 


> ; > } a 7 
lait ot thefe davs the number of 


perfons who had polled amounted 
to about ten thoufand, a iter 
number than had ever been Known 
fo nave vote UPON anv former oc- 
calion; and the majority againt 
rn e JIN Pall sure at ( Coll \\ PAV» 
Who was iccond upon the poll, was 


and cigatecn 


‘The election had now contmnued 
for rearly af ight, andit would 
ave been judeed by any perions, 
le 5 lune CMNANL Vale b x 1a hy 4 
: 3. that the caulk is becom Cc 
detperate. But they had exa nined 
the events of the electien with care, 

nd wel fatisfied that their pro- 


fp t was not hopete! ‘The party 


of adminuiration | " acted under 
the apprehention that the election 
would not probably be drawn into 
any extraordin ity leneth, and had 
in a manner exhautied their efforts 
early in c poll. But the Oppe- 
fite paity were a iware of the prace 
ti abiliry ot draw ig out the cone 


tet for feveral weeks longer, and 
were pertuaded that a very preat 
number of voters fll remained. 
The nobility on this fide potfeffet 

Hi advane 
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advantages in opulence and pro- 
perty, that might at leait balance 
thofe of the ‘minifterial faction. 
‘Their exertions had not been 
equall y ftrenuous in the outlet, and 
they had for that reafon a greater 
body of refources ill ar their com- 
ree But they had one advan- 
tage, of which the oppohte party 
were not aware, and which proved 
to them in the ifue of more value 
than all the reft. ‘This was in the 
beauty, the amiable qualities, the 
mfinuatine manners, and, above 
all, the im trepidity, the induilry 
and exertion of the duchefs of De- 
vonthire. Animated by perfonal 
friendthip, urged forward by every 
eonfideration that embraced 
glory and the dignity ot the houle 
of Cavendifh, and inip ved with an 
inextinguifhable zeal ter what fhe 
conceived to he reat wal 
wefit, this hn woman 
Qpon a perfonal canvas in favour 
ot the lofine candidate, and was 
not to be deterred by any inconve- 
niences of the puriu's, by ay of 
thofe reflextons ak caluninies 
which might naturally be expected 
from an exufperated party, from 
carrying to its proper 


the 


slic be - 


entered 


tern ination 
the butinefs upon vic sate the had 
entered. The term tion was 

worthy of the dignity at nd merit of 
the actor. Mr. fox gained upon 
his opponent in the poll ot every 
day, and finally clofed the conte {t 
on the 17th of May, with a ma- 
jority of 23¢. 

It is not to be fuppofed that an 
election, made by fo numerous a 
body, and carried on tor fo long 
a time, fhould be u. seaanay some 
with many extraordinary 
ftances. Ina tiruy gle fo defperate 
and determined, both part: ies brought 
the loudett accufations of fraud and 

nfhurnefs eee t th eir opponents. 

le progrefs ot lection indeed 


, 
’ 


eireum 


ow 
* Wwe w be 


uch in feveral refpects as 


H AND 

to give no unplaufble 
charges of thiskind. In the earlier 
ftlages of the poll, 1800 perfons 
were fometimes faid to have voted 
in fix hours, a circumilance which 
may natu! sally be conceived tO pres 
clude an accurate cxamination of 
their refpective qual ific: itions ; and 
at the clofe of it, it was found thar 
3000 perions had given their voices 
more than upon any former occas 
fion. A number of foldiers, and 
other retainers of the court, whe 
had given to fir Ceail W ray his firt 
majority, furnifhed a topic for the 
declamations of the partifans of 
Mr. Fox: and the inexhaufible 
fund of voters, that the latter party 
fcemed to poticis toward the cl fe 
of the election, thouch at that time 
the poll was conducted with ex. 
treme itrictnefs, was calculated at 
leat the Lith to excite the 


tirit bd 
fufpicions even of impartial ob- 
1 by thete con- 


h andle to 


fers cs. Intlueneced 
fideratt tons, each fide had in its tum 
ts determination for the 
demand of a fcrutiny after the poll 
fhe ild be concluded. This 18 a 
pre r thut has been found in 
thee " er! iment feldom decifive, al- 
Ways expentive, and always vext 
tlous to the victorious party. It 
Was natural therefore, when the 
election had run out beyond the 
length that had at ali been ex 
pecicd at its commenceme nt, that 
thar fi had the majority 


rer ¢ F wed 1 


LCE ine 


ide which 
thould be defirous to preclude this 
kind of attack.  [t was not till the 
13th Ol = ay that Vr. Fox received 
any regular pi opofal tor terminat: 
ing ‘oy election. ‘The return had 
by the authority from 
ch the mandate for the election 
ued. for the 18th inthant. It had 
been the uni verfa ~~ tice in the 


I et iixed, 
whi 


der this term us Irrevoc aie ui 
clofe all proceedings ia the court 
of or inicrior officers 

whee 


the ther: if 
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whether in the mode of ferutiny or 
poll, agaiait that day. It had been 
rumoured however in the prefent 
Inftance, that this law et prece- 
dent was not intended to be adher- 
edto. Mr. Fox therefore, in order 
to obtain a new colour of juttice to 
his caule, exerted himfelt to keep 
open the poll as long as the return- 
ing othce: fhould allow it fo gO ON. 
On the 17th initant, it was ‘clofed 
by the authority of this officer, and 
on the fame day, 3 in confequence of 
the reprefentations of fir Ceeil 
Wray and his friends, a ferutiny 
was yvranted in favour of that gen- 
tleman. In confequence of this 
proceeding a return was made to 
the court of chancery, which might 
be ityled historical, relating the 
events of the election, tating that 
a fcrutiny was granted, and al- 
leging the im potlibility under 
thefe circumtlances of making the 
ufual return. 

The mecting of parliament took 
place on the 18th inflant; and it 
is from this term that we may date 
m fome fenfe the commencement 
of the parliamentary exiftence of 
the new adminittrattion. The re- 
mainder of the laft feifion may ra- 
ther be faid to have becn fpent in 
a conteit refpecting the great offices 
of coverninent, than in the cha- 
tacteri{tic cxertions of a re: ular 
adminifiration, ‘They had now 
completed their arrangements, they 
had obtained ev ery advantage of 
fituation, and they were at this mo- 
nent to confider themfelves, as en- 
tering upon their minifterial career, 
and upon thofe meafures, which 
were to decide their character as 
able flatefmon and judicious levif- 
lators. Mr. Pitt centered in his 
own perfon the two offices of firft 
lord of the tre fury, and chanccl- 
lor of the exchequer ; the {ecreta- 
ties of ilate for the home and fo- 
reign department were lord Sydacy 
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and the marquis of Carmarthen ; 
lord vifeount Howe was firtt lord 
of the admiralty ; lord Thurlow 
lord chancellor, and earl Gower 
lord prefident of the council. The 
privy-feal had been put in commif- 
hon; the ofhce of paymatter-genes 
ral was held in common by Mr. 
William Grenville and lord Muls 
grave; the treafurerfhip of the 
navy had been bettowed upon Mr. 
Henry Dundas ; fir Geotge Yonge 
was fecretary at war; Mr, Lloyd 
Kenyon had recently been created 
a baronet, and appointed matter of 
the rolls; and the offices of attor- 
ney and folicitor general were be- 
fiowed upon Mr. Pepper Arden and 
Mr. Archibald Macdonald. 

The former fpeaker being re- 
feated in the chair of the houle of 
commons, on the 19th of May, the 
fefion was opened by a fpeech from 
the throne. Upon this occafion 
the king expretfe d the greatett fa- 
tisfaction at meeting his parliament 
at this s time, after having recurred 
in fo important a moment to the 
fenfe of his people. He entertain- 
ed a juft and confident reliance, that 
that affembly was animated with 
the fame fentiments of loyalty, and 
the fame attachment to the confli- 
tution, which had been fo fully 
manifefled in every part of the 
kingdom. ‘The objects peculiarly 
recommended to their attention, 
were the alarming progrefs of frauds 
inthe revenue, the traming fuch 
commercial regulations as were im¢ 
mediately neceftary, and the pro- 
viding for the ood government of 
our poftetiions in the Eaft Indics. 
Upon this fubject parliament would 
not lofe fight of the effect, which 
the meafures they sadopted might 
have on cur own contlitution and 
our deare(t interefts at home. The 
king had no with, but to confult the 
profperity ot his people, by a con- 
fiant attention to every object « of 

rl 2 "  pational 
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national concern, by an uniform 
adherence to the truc principles ot 
conttitution, and by fup- 
and maintwning in ther 


our rec 


branch of the legii- 


is : os 
putt pc Rion the rights ‘and privi- 
lewes of every 

l. 


UIC. 
Ir, Fox had early protefted in 
the warmell manner to the returning 
ofthcr ot the city of We ‘niniter, 
mit the requifition that was 


i 

Sir Cecil Wray. ‘Though preclud- 
ed by the return that had been 
mac fr m fitting tor VW eitminifer, 
he had however taken his feat tora 
Scotttth bo uh, into which he had 
been botroduccad hy the intercil ol 
fir Thomas Dundas. On the firtt 
day of the fiffien, when the quef- 
tion before the houte was the choice 
‘afion to 
exprets his teutiments of the un- 


prec ted inealure, Chiat had been 
woo} ime aca him. lt was ine 
deed generally admitted, that the 
tI ret} the nature of 


the return that was made, otght to 
piccede all orher bulineis yn the 
Aceordine ly 


’ ' , 
on the 2.th of saV if Was Noved 


Colmmen:. 


by Mr. Lee, thre vie utformneyv ves 


neral, ** “J hat the high banat of 
tic city of ( in & ving: pro- 
A uc to ¢{ : ‘ Wine in ih 
clufed the poli tor that city, pre- 


V.oullvy to the day on whch the 
writ of clecti n expired, oucht tv 
bave returned two citizens to ferve 
in parliament tor chat « ity.” This 
n oti n brought on a debate, in 
which it was particularly contend- 
ed by the mailer ot the rolls, the 
attorney c eneral, jord Maho 1, and 


Mir. duty that the mealure now 
uges ited was improper, and that 
the tigh bawu® cucht bv every 
rule ot ¢ SUMV ata ji ice to be 
beard bet Tt he Was Con mned 


pica to this Ayuibent by 
lord North, that the motion of 





de of a feruagny on the part of 


H AN D 


. Lee tended merely to afcertais 
and edablith a point of law, 1 
which in his opinion they were a 
this tire pertectly competent. The 
high ba dif had made no return op 
the day fpecitied in the wiit, and 
had atlened his reatons fur not hav. 
in’ obeved the king’s command 
and the laws of the land. The 
refohution was no refolution of cen. 
{ure or punifiment, and therefore 
in the prefent tlage of the butinefs 
the houfe had nothing to do with 
putting the high bailiff upon his 
detence, but fimp ly to decide upon 
the reafons on their table, The 
previous queiiion having been 
mored by fir Lloyd Kenyon, it 
was at length put and the houfe 
divided, ayes 253, noes 13% ma- 
joritv 147. It was then ordered, 
‘Phat the ‘high bailli® and his de- 
puty fhould attend the houie on the 
a ay totlo wing . 

On that day a petition was pre 
fe nted by Nir. tox, com} ylaming 
of an undue return on che par t of 
the high baihtt, Mr. Fox at the 
fame time declaring that it was lis 
intention to move, that the petition 
theould bx referred to a committee une 
der Wir, Grenville’s bill, 1twas mov: 
raze | b lord Mulerave, and feconded 
by ir Lloyd Kenyon, ¢* That the 
“tition did not come within the 
ulations of that bill.’’ Tt was 
then ordered that the petition be 
heard at the bar ot the houle on 
the 28th inilent, and the attend. 
ance of the high bailiit was put 
oif for that day. Mr, Fox ws 
- mitted to be heard by countel, 
and upon a petition from the high 
bailiti, prefented by lord Mahon, 
the fame tavour was extended to 
that officer. On the 31ft, a peth 
tion was broucht up from the clec- 
tors of Wettmintter in the interelt 
ot Mr. Fox, and thev allo were 
heard by counfel at the bar ot the 
er petition was pre 
fented 


he ule, Anoth 
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fented on the 2d of June on the 


peut of the electors in the intereit ot 


fir Cecil Wray, praying that the 
high bailiff might be peimitied to 
rocee d on the tc rutiny . 

The pleadings and evidence on 
the part of Mr. Fox commenced 
on the 2°th day of May, and were 
refumed on the 2d ot fune. ‘The 
points the witnefles were called to 
eitablifh were, that many votes had 
been fulpended tll their legality 
had been enc juired 3 into, that per- 
fons had been fent to the dwellings 
ted voters to alecita in the 
— perfons, and that 
cautio had been e nplov- 
ed that no fou Ous thould 
pals in favour of Mr. Fox. ‘The 
evidence on the part of the high 
bailitt was intended to prove, that 
he had intoriwation that the names 
et upwards of four hundred per- 


every pre 


Votes 


tous app ared hy ie on the poll-books 
as having voted 
two p rithes, 

could be tound 
be in exittence. 
produced, 


} 


which 
believed to 
An athdavit was 
fworn before a matter in 


not one oft 


W as 


chancery, by three perions alleg- 
lng, that mon ey had been offered 
them to take upon them the cha- 
: cter of Wetimunticr electors and 
poll tor Mr. lox. Other evidence 
ot the fame fort being adduced, it 
was Warmly taken up-by the oppo- 


fee > ; 
a.jON, AS 


Wn 


the 
le clection, and beine extremely 
Mnproper in that tlage of the 


. . ’ 
YoiIng to prejudge 
«? ~ / QQ 


buli- 


nets, ‘The hou'e was divided no 
lefs than three times Upon different 
quethons meved on this point, 

ch ot which svaz rejeéted by a 
Mia OVILS oi conficerabl more than 


fa) 
~* 


} } 
pleadings and 


ciiher party beine concluded, it 
\ oOved { Nir. Weil yore Ellis, 
feconded by Mr, Antiruther, 

‘ "9"? —_, , " . 
Phar rae Meh bai itt be directed 
eOitiiwith to muke a re thrn of the 


> M: ° rox out ot 


evicence ot 
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writ and of the members chofen in 
purtuance of it.’’ This motion 
was oppoted by nearly the fame 


{peakers as had alre: ady taken a 
part in the bufinefs in op tm tion 
to Nr. Fox. Various inifances 


were produced of writs, refpeGting 
which, when the perfon to whom 
they were 


' itfucd reprefi nred his 
inability for 


the having ited 
them in the time o: ivinally fpect- 
fied, the court from which they 
had proceeded extended the tern 
of their return. A tlatute, which 
had been enacted in William the 


cXxXCcl 


Third, was obferved upon as mak- 
ing particularly in favour of the 
conduct of the hieh bailiff, finee, 


though dective reipecting the re- 
turn of awit iffued to ul ihe riff, it 
Was entirely filent upon the cafe of 
a precept originating with a the- 
mi, and addrefled to a mayor or 
bailifs It was added, that the oath 
ot the high bailiff obliged him to 
‘yeturn fuch perfon or perfons as 
fhould to the belt of his judgment 
appear to have a mayority of legal 
votes.”” To oblige him theretore 
to make a fpecitic return before he 
had been able to fatisfy 
fcience, Was to 


his cone 
Impote Upon him 


the necefliry of involving himielf 
inthe guilt of perjury. In pur. 
fjuance of thefe reafonines it was 


{aid by Mr. Pitt. thar, 
were unquettionabl 


though it 
his intereft, 
and though he feit it to be his fin- 
cere with, to abilain every 
thing that had even the appearance 
of periecution, yet when great 
coniiitutional quetttons were in- 
volved, he was then ready to forero 
every other confideration, and fo 
far to eratity hi adverfarv, as to 
furnrfh him with the pretence of 
being the object of minilerial pur- 
fuit, rather than, tor the fake of 
perional convencence or inglorious 
futety, to depart trom the true pring 
ciples of the government of Britain. 
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The arguments on thesother fide 
were fummed up with remar: kable 
ability ard animation by Mr. box. 
‘There were two points of view In 
whch tie queition might be con- 
fidered ; the fir’, wh ether the evi- 
dence before the high-bailift were 
fufficient to warrant h’s granting a 
ferutiny, fuppofing him to have 
legal powers tor that purpofe, the 
fecond, whether any returning of- 
ficer could by law grant a fcrutny 
upon the completeft evidence of its 
neceflity, which could not com- 
mence till after the day on which 
the writ was returnable. ‘The 
great defence of the high bailiff 
was built upon the circumitance of 
fir Cecil Wray and his agents hav- 
ing furnifhed him with a regular 
lit of bad votes on the partof Mr. 
Fox. He ought to have rejecied 
this kind of evidence as partial and 
incompetent; but intiead of this 
he a¢ted in concert with the adver- 
jarics ot Mr. Tox, fecretly, collu- 
fvely, and without once eiving fo 
him or bis friends the the hte i idea 
of fuch an inte:coufe, between the 
judge of the court, and one of the 
parties ¢ that upon which 
ne Ww. rene his yudicial tune. 

OX frame bee! the de- 
i¢ hiek bailitt betore the 
commons lan- 
the monrent he ? ranted 
fcrutiny. ke then difclaimed 
informations delivered to him 
hr Cec 7 Wrav and his ager 
ared that he had never read 
them, or never with any atrention, 
and that did not in the vers 
slightett cegree influence his deter- 
mination on the demand that had 
been made. 

The queiion of might be 
conhidered as it retpe ced the ita- 
tute law, the common law or the 
Law of precedent, legal analogies, 
and the policy and expedic ney of 
u With refpect to the act 
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of king William it was ridiculoys 
to argue, that it bound the fhenff, 
but not at all the mayor or bailiff 
True, the latter was not mentioned, 
and theretore it was pollible ag 
action might not lie agaioit the 
high bailiff upon this tlatute in the 
courts below: not that he had not 
openly tranfgretied the {pirit ef the 
law, but becaufe the penal part of 
every tlatute was to be conitirued 
according to the firét letter of the 
act. But was there a dirtier, g 
viler, or more defpicable quibble, 
than to reprefent the leguilature of 
this country as guarding againt 
the partialities and corruption of 
a fherif, who had generally a 
greater tlake in the country, and 
was therefore lefs expofed to tem 
tations of the meaneit k nd, and 
not againtt a mayor o1 bailiff, who 
was ufually of a lower rank and 
was more open to the means of 
corruption? ‘}he arguments refs 
pecting the oath of the bailiff were 
to the lalt degree nugatory, fince 
the very fame oath was unpofed 
upon fheriffs. They were nuga 
tory, becau‘e it was abfurd to fup- 
pote that a returning officer fhould 
be allowed \ears to fatisiy his cone 
icience, ard that a jury, who were 
to deliberate on the lite of a fels 
low-creature, were to be fhut up 
ina room without victuals or fire 
till they agreed in — verdict, 
An act however of ing Henry 
the Sixth wis lite: aah a and unquel- 
tionabl y in his favour, ; and afforded 
Mr. Fox a legal remedy, of which 
he dhould mott certainly avail him 
felf. The queition of precedent 
was entirely on his fide, and the 
returning officer had been fo fene 
fible of this, that from his own ale 
thority he hadclofed the poll, the 
day prior to that which was fixed 
for the return of the writ. But if 
the poll were limited by this cit 
cumitauce, a fcrutiny, which was 
10 
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ne other than an extenfion of the 
poll, was equally tuperieded. In- 
deed no one precomcat had been 
attempted to be produced in julti- 
fication of the high bali. For 
the legal analo, ies that had been 
ftated, they evidently tailed in this 
material arcumilance, that the ex- 
tcufion of their term derived from 
the fame authority from which the 
writ itfelt had originally iffued. 
‘The ground of expediency was not 
Jefs decilive in his favour than the 
other arguments to which Mr. Fox 
had recurred. By fanctifying the 
conduct of the high bailif of Weil- 
wintter, the whole conititutional 
ail thority of the nation was thrown 
upon the merey of returning of- 
ficers. No man could fay why 20, 
why 10°, nay, why 2 o meml 
of parliament {1 1! ht not by the 
caprice, the tolly or the treachery 
of a returning ofheer, remain un- 
returned, It was putting an en- 
gine into the hands of m inillers, 
which might be employed to the 


Moti Oppreuve and “delnetic pur- 


ers 


poles, 

Mr. Fox exprefic d ext ine ap- 
prebenfions of the p: artialty ot the 
houfe, irom which, he fiud, he had 
no reaion to expect indulgence, nor 
did he know that he fhould meet 
with bare juliice. He complained 
with vehemence of the oppictlive 
and perfecuting Ip rit of the pro- 
ceedings that had been held aeaintt 
him. In all the records of pur- 
lament, in all the annals of elec- 
tion, and in the hiitory of this 
country, a fingle preceden t could 
not be tound to juttify this extraor- 
dinary return. ‘Lhe main and evi- 
dent drift of it was to deprive him 
ef the benefit of Mr. Grenville’s 
bill; and to ac -complith this end, he 
cal - upon the houfe to obferve, 
Low many obvious modes of re- 
turn the high bailiff had avoided. 
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Had he done his duty, and returned 
lord Hood and Mr. Fox, tir Cecil 
Wray would not have been injured, 
for he would inftantly have peti- 
tioned, andthe merits of the elecuon 
been tricd by a committee upon 
their oaths. Had the bailiff, doubr- 
ing, as he pretended, the legality 
of Mr. Fox’s majority, return- 
ed, as he undoubtedly might have 
done, the two other canvidates, he 
would have petitioned, and one 
of Mr.. Grenville’s committees 
would have redreffid him. Had 
lord Food been returned alone, 
{tillit was cognizable by Mr. Gren- 
ville’s bill; or, if he had returned 
idates, the double 
return would have intitled it to a 
priority of hearing, and a commit- 
tee would inflantly have tried its 
merits, and refcued the cate from 
the prejudices and party influence 
of the houfe of commons. Mr, 
Fox proiefied the fincerelt venera- 
tien tor Mr. Grenville’s bill. ‘The 
moti infallible of ail teils, the teit 
i praiice, aflerted its Vir- 
tues; and his attachment to it was 
not a littl: iacrealed by the refem- 
oe ce it bore to that ineflimable 
oht, ‘the trial by jury. Oh! that 
it were potiible to mould that — 
into the character and fize of ¢ 
Jury ' Of twelve men acting in 
leed upon conference, and {wora 
eta oath to give a true verdict 
according toevidence! How eafy 
would Mr. Fox have felt refpecting 
the iffue of the difcuffion. 

Some of the minifierial party had 
obferved that the houde had only 
to chufe between ifluing a new 
writ and ordering the ferutiny to 
goon; that the former wis per- 
haps the moft regular proceeding, 
but that the latter was a meature 
ot lenity to Mr. Fox. He depre- 
cated fuch oppreffive, fuch cruel 
lenitv. If that were the ony al- 
4 te;mative, 


ot repeal es 
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ternative, he berged that the ilfu- 
ig hit be tne 


noutlc. nh 


Writ ii} 


ing a new 
by the 


WeAtUTe ad pied 7 
the event of a new cicction, He ah- 
ticipated trumpbs, mor brilliant, 


more iplendid if } iit e, than 
thofe he had latel 

enjoying. Little 

he te “of bas fuce 

rors of Wi miner. 

fon of iret 
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acitv, a firmpeis and 
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lox had had a vari¢ ty of cal- 
culanions Mace vpon the fubycct of 
Thi fcrutinv, ang the enormity ot 
the | a ferious and an 
alarminyg contideration. He knew 
it mic he be fan, and perhaps with 
a pitiful t might he fad, 
that he fhould bear but a {mall 
irt of the burden. But this was 
tohim the bitrerett of all 
tions, Affluence was On mary uc- 
counts an enviable condition; but 
it ever his mind languilhed tor it, 
Upon this 
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thei perfonal predilections they 
were to be punifhed. Mr. Fox 
acquitted the chancellor of the ey, 
chequer of bei.¢ the author of 
the buiinefs. Not to him did he 
impute it, but to the caule of af 
our difgraces and all; our mileries, 
tu thote fecret adviters who hared 
with raneour, and revenged with 


Cc Luc ity 


- tO thole malignant men 
whole chara¢ter 


it was to harrafs 
of their enmity with a 
reient.cis and infatiable (1 ‘it of re. 
venge. ‘The quettion was then pat 
Vir. Fliis’s motion, and the 
divides yes 117, 


? 
mavyority oS, 
. ‘ 


’ , ° 4 
t iW Ovrect 


on 
houic NOCS 198, 

then moved 
‘Phat the high 
"with 
prac neable dil; atch,” and the 


gay eer FF ae 
ry Jf ty iy ihe 
hailhAad 


rave. 


. 
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Diitligy GO Proeceyg inthe fcrutin 
al] 


queflion Was cariied on a divifion, 
On the roth of May, the 
to the fovercign on the focech from 
the Was d in the 
houfe of lords by the earl of Mac. 
and feconded by 
Falmouth. it Wis anle 
madverted upon by earl Fitzwilliam 
on account of the approbation it 
onveye d of the diflelution cf the 
ate parliament, though, he added, 
hat he fhould not on this particu. 
r ground oppo e the addrefs. 
he fubject was brought forward 
inthe houfe of commons. enthe 24th 
ot May, by Mr. James Hamilton, 
and feconded by fir William Molel- 
worth, member tor Cornwal. It 
Was moved by lord Surrey, as an 
amendment upon the addrefs, that, 
that part ot it which related to the lave 
diflolution fhould be omitted. ‘This 
Was partcularly recommended on 
the cround of unanimity; and it 
was objected to admin {tration by 
Mr. Adam and Mr. Fox, that by 


the meafure in que fic n th : 


addrefs 
: ! 

tonrone, Move 
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‘ected by Xr. Pitt, fince, much 
‘as he was convinced of the im- 
portance of unanimity, he was not 
for purchafing an hollow unanimi- 
ty, by pating over a great conte 
tutional meafure, which the cir- 
cumitanees Ol the tines had made 
neceflary and wife, and which had 
eiven the molt entire fatistaction to 
every part of the kingdom, Se- 
veral other ipeakers followed Mr. 
Pitt, and lord Delaval in particular 
reminded the houfe of the pledge he 
had made to adminiftration in the 
jait parliament, that it) Mr. Pirt 
would trice back the indirect path 
by which he gor into power, and 
enter the door of that houte as the 
minitter ot the peopl and their 
reprefentatives, he would receive 
him with open arn this please 
he held hirmafelt bound to redeem, 
nd owas therefore determin d to 
vote with Mr. Pitt againil the 
smendment, and on eve ry OCs alion 
to aflord him his cordial fupport. 
‘The amendment was rejected by a 
majority ot 70, and the addrets 
carried. 

On the rath of June, a re 
fentation to tne hing en the fpeech 
from the throne was moved in the 
houfe of commons by Mr. Burke, 
and feconded by Mr. William 
Windham. ‘The object of this 
repr fentation was to vindicate the 
propriety and rectitude of the late 
India bill, and to cenfure, and 


itate the alarmine conlequence 


_~ 
4 


-? ~ 


that might be expected to reful 
from the diffolutien cf parliament. 
The impropricty was noticed ot 
rendering the vores of the members 
of the houfe of commons, and the 
hills which thould receive their 
atient, the ob ects of an:madvertion 
and punifment from the throne. 
The createti dangers were flated to 
reiult from the attempt to form a 
prerogative party in the nation, to 
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be reforted to in derogation of the 
authority of the houfe of commons, 
and from the fetting up the repre- 
fentative and coniiituent bodies, as 
feparate and diftinct powers formed 
to counterpoife each other, leav- 
ing the preference in the hands of 
the fecret advilers of the crown. It 
was aflerted that the deference 
fhown to the opinion of that houfe 
when they diflented from the mi- 
nitters of the fovercien, was that 
alone which could give authority 
tv its proceedings when it concurs 
red with their meafures: in a word, 
that the refpect of the nation with 
forel: nh powers, and its internal 
divnity and freedom, confifled in 
the deierence paid by adminiftra- 
tion to the commons of the realm, 
and that both would be lott the 
moment the latter funk into a 
mere appendage to the minitiers of 
the crown. ‘ihe expreilion of 
‘the balance which was to ke 
held between. the rights and pri- 
vileges of every part of the lepif- 
lature,” which has been introduced 
int » the ipeech, was centured, as 
icndine to itir improper diicuffions, 
HP te! leading to mitchievous innoe 
vations in the conftitution. ‘The 
leprefentation was negatived with- 
out a divifion. 

On the crit of May, the houfe 
being in a committee of fupply, 
a refolution was moved for 2h, co 
feamen. Admiral tir Thomas Frank- 
land embraced this Opportunity to 
make a ftrone reprefentation of the 
extreme want of fubordination and 
difcipline in the fea fervice. Cup- 
tain fir John Jervis complained 
with equal warmth of the ttate of 
the cutters and other flips em- 
ployed avait {murglers, The 
bufinefs itfelf however was treated 
as ruinous by lord Mulgrave, who 
trufied that the means now in con- 
templation to check fmuggling 

' would 
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would prove to be extremely dif- 


ferent. and like all Mr. Pitt’s 
meaiures, manly 3 igorous and 
effective. ‘Lhe ordinary of the na- 


vy was me on the 18th of June, 
and upon this occahon comm¢ odore 
Bowyer rofe co refute W hat he con- 
ceived to be the mifreprefenta- 
tions of fir Thomas Frankland re- 
{pe‘ting the diicipline of the navy, 


contraiting the language of that 
othcer with the conduct of the 


Tait war. 

On the ith infant the com- 
mittee of fupply was moved by 
captain James Luttrel from the ot- 
fice of ordnance for 181, 1411. 6s. 4d. 
for the unprovided fervices of 1° $3 
and 429,00 1. 2s. 7d. forthe fervice 
of the entuing sear. Ar this time the 
fortifications planned by the duke 
of Kichmond, the elimmate of which 
was tated at ¢ for one year, 
were made a fubject of animadver- 
fion, and particul. irly cenlured by 
captain Macbride and Mr. Wiliam 
Hufley. ‘ihe ordinary of the ar- 
my was voted on the 14th of June, 
without any debate. The army 
extraordinarics were brou; ght for- 
ward on the 25th initant, ‘and the 


.~ 


) 
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cafe of the ieee ot four aan 
ments lately reduced, but who, 
milled by the greater number of 


regiments maintained in the latt 
peace ciiablifliment, had made ex- 
changes and purchafes in the thofe 

vegn ments as if they were not to be 
difoa nced at ali , Was recommended 
to adminiilrauion by Jord vifcount 
Beauchamp. 

On the 7th of Auguft it was 
moved by the fecretary at war, as 
jome indemnification to thefe gen- 
tlemen, that the regiments to which 
they belonze: d fhould be continued 
on the eflablifne nt till Chrifimas 


next. ‘This propofal was by no 
means fatisfad tory to the triends of 
»* ‘* 4 *.* 

+ i¢ Vans ar wu Was accepted 2 
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affording at leatt a prefent compen. 
fation for the hardfhips to which 
they would otherwife be expofed, 

On the 16th of June, a motion - 
was made by Mr. alderman Say. 
bridge, and {econded by Mr. alder. 
man Newnham, ‘* That a commit. 
tec-to be appointed to enquire intg 
the prefent itate of the reprefenta. 
tion of the commons of Great 
Britain in parliament.”’ Mr. Saw. 
bridge had been deiirous of reiign. 
ing this bufinefsS to the chanc ellor 
of "the exchequer, who had upon 
former occalions brouyht forward 
que'tions upon the fame fubject, 
and in whofe hands he fhould have 
conceived i it atte nded with a greater 
profpect o: fuccefs. Mr. Pitt 
however declined the propofal, He 
fuid that the preflure of public 
bufinefs did not leave his mind at 
liberty to enter on thie diiquitition 
and arrangement of a fubject fo 
peculiarly ‘complicated and extene 
five. He added that he was per- 
tectly perfuaded that this was not 
the proper time for bringing for- 
ward the queition, and that it 
might be urged with a greater pro- 
bability of fuccefs on fome furure 
ocealion. He declare d his retolu- 
tion to offer fomewhat upon the 
fubject early in the next feffion, 
but obferved, that though th pre- 
cipitate difcuffion of the fubjedt 
had not his approbation, the bu- 
finefs itfelf fhould have every fup- 
port he was able to afford ir. 

Mr. Fox faid that he could con- 
ceive of no reaion for the delay of 
the bulinefs, and it was aftonifhing 
that not one of the centlemen who 
had recommended “the pottpone- 
inent, had attempted to juitity it 
by any kind of argument. For 
himfelt he was fatisfied that no time 
in the world was fo fit as the pre- 
fent. The parliament was a new 
one, and by no means hackneyed 
i 
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in the habit of treating conflitu- 
quetiions with levity or 
Their protethons in the 
profpect ot fecuring their feats 
were too recent to be torgotten, 
They would natur ly be proud to 
fhew the people of England how 
much they their wilhes at 
heart, with what pro mptituc de they 
were ready to act in their fervice, 
and how well they were qualified 
to manage their concerns, fut 
though improper now, the motion 
would be pertectly in feafon the 
next feilion. How did this ap- 
pear? W ould the minitfier be able 
to command a greater majority 
than at prefent ¢ Would his triends 
be more numerous, or more im- 
ite did not pretend to doubt 
Mr. Pitt’s tincerity in the caute, 
but he did fufpect that he had 
tor the prelent thynets 
which, however namelets, had their 


con al 
neglect. 


} ‘ 
biatha 


plicit f 


reafons 
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people of England had fo long 
chertihed, and to which they di- 
rected their attention and expectae 
tions. 

The queftion being at length 
regularly mg the houfe, it was 
fupported by fir Richard Hill, fir 
Edward Attley, Mr. Martin, Mr. 
Beautoy, the earl of Surrey and 
Mr. Sheridan. It was oppofed b 
Mr. Grofvenor, lord North, fir 
Francis Baff't, Mr. \William Gren- 
ville and Mr. Dundas. ihe ob- 
jection of this latter gentleman who 
had lupported Mr. Pitt? $ propofti- 
tions m the preceding year, re ie 
upon the circumtlance otf the mo- 
tion being directed to the appoint- 
ment ot a felect committee, and 
not referring the bufinefs to a come 
yo of the whole houfe. ‘Tow- 
ards the clofe ot the debate, lord 
Mulgrave moved the previous 
quell ion, Which was at length care 





force. Mr.’ Fox truiled that now ricd, ayes 1gg, noes 125, majori- 
was the time to realize an ideathe = ty 74. 
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ludia Affairs. 


Bill for the Relief of the Company. 


Bill for regulating 


their Affair ts 


HF affair of the Weftmintter 

ferutiny was an unfortunate 
opening for the new adminitiration,. 
Unhackneyed in the routine of of- 
fice, which often blunts the acutett 
fenfibtlities, and buoyed up by po- 
pular favour, it were to have been 
wifhed forthem, that they fhould be 
able to commence their career with 
fome meafure, tampe: | with the ge- 
nerofity of patriotifm, and calcu- 
lated to remunerate the partiality 
they had received at the 


the public. In this bufinefs Mr. 


Pitt appears to have run counter 





hands of 


to the fenfe of every cool and ims 
partial inhabitant of Britain. But 
it mult be remembered, that a mie 
nifler is almot. never in all refpects 
a free and independent man, un- 
fhackled in his projects, and capable 
of originating all his meatures in 
the decifion of his judgment. And 
this is the cafe, not merely becatife, 
by the very denomination he bears, 
he isan inf rior, and depends in fome 

meature for his exil!'ence upon the 
prince on the throne, but becaufe 
he has popular me rudices and arif- 
tocratical enmities, which he is 
almott 












































































































































































































1a4 


almoft neceffitated to confult. He 
can neither confer a benefit upon 
the people againit their content, 
nor can he fafely act in neglect of 
the mafs of connexion, property 
and rank, without which ng admi- 
niftration can be permanent. Mr. 
Pitt, in the example we are illuf- 
trating, was cithcr prompted by 
deference to the prejudices ot 
ethers, or was under the influence 
gf thofe party views and imifappre- 
benfions, trom which the pureit in- 
tegrity is not always exempt. 

But in the tranfactions we are 
now torelate, the fubject of which 
was the territories ot the Britith 
empire in the Eait, the ground he 
bad to tread was as favourable and 
happy, as in the tormer cate it had 
been inaufpicious. Sublime and 
comprehentive in its march, it was 
a fubject for the noblett energies 
ef the human mind. ‘The happi- 
nefs, that might be conferred on 
thirty millions of men, the 
wealth and profperity, that might 
be procured io this country, feeimned 
to prefent the wreath of tame as 
within the reach of the minitter, 
and the cvenius of 
ttretching out her hand to receive 
Lian. The abufes that had pres ailed 
in the adiminittration ot the Eaft 
; incorngi- 
ble under the povernn ent that then 
fubfifted. Ik was 
Impotlib! - 


X 
fhould 


and 


TmmMor-aity as 


were great, noronou and 


“Pe " 3 
therefore aimott 


chance of fyf- 


that any 


em not cffect fomre mehora- 
non. And befide the inherert me- 
rits of the fubjeét, Mr. Pitt had 


this farther advantage. ‘The peo- 
ple of Fngland would contrati the 


plan he fhould prefent, with that 


by which it had been preceded, a 
plan in Mr. Pite’s apprehention op- 
preflive, unwi and impolitic in 
the ext: » Even at the fytem 
t had been ected by the hou 
‘ ] ’ Dal Cit ted th: tw »p \- 
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pofes of happinefs and wealth Te 
have ftated, which Mr. litt never 
admitted, he would at leatt haye 
nothing to do, in order to his riling 
to the pinnacle of honour, than to 
fhow how the fame ends micht be 
anfwered by aremedy mild, gentle 
and emollicnt in its operation, and 
that did not, as Was imputed to the 
defeated meaiure, break down al] 
the barriers of liberty, and tear 
away all the 
ititution. 
Vhe fudden diffolution of the 
preceding parliament had left 
jomething Impertect and unfinithed 
in the profecution of this grand 
buanefs. On the 23d of january, 
previoutly to the rejection of Mr, 
Piee’s firtt India bill which took 
place on the fame evening, Mr, 
Kden moved, ‘*¢ That the directors 
lay before the houfe of commons 
their opinions, together with the 
accounts and ettimates on which 
fuch opinions fhall be grounded, as 
to the mode and extent of parlia- 
mentary interterence, which, ac 
cording to their information an 
beliet, would prove an effectual n- 
let to the company.” ‘The mo- 
tion was grounced in this circum: 
ftance. Mr. Put’s bill was faid to 
be brought torward with the con- 
fent of that company. ‘The refo- 
lutions, into which they had entered 
Upon the tubject, expretied al pice 
fump ion on ther part that effectual 
rehet woold be extended to them 
in the fequel by the leitlatures 
This was regarded by Mr. Eden as 
murua! bargain and 
compact. He was therefore deft 
rous to afcertain what were the 
amount extent of that, for 
Which parliament might be cont 
dercd as pledging themfelves by 
accepting and adding their fanes 
tion to Mr. Firt’s bill. A report 
from the directors, in complian, . 
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with 


holdings of the cons 


J ppeeies or 


and 
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iS laid 


is re quifition, Ww: 
comm: 


with ¢! 
the table of the houfe of 
on the 16th of February. On the 
tith of March it was mov ed, 
“Tha the report be referred to th 
vonfideration of a felect comm ittes : 
The committee conhited ot Mr. 
-/¢ Mr. Dempitter, Mr. Hh fey, 
r. Strachey, lord Beau champ, “ir 
Sir Cooper, fir Gilbert Eliot, ur 
George Shuckburgh, fir Ad ium Per- 
gufon, Mr. Robert Siu ith, Mir. 
Brook Watrfon, Mr. fienry Thorne 
Mr. Philip Yorke, Mr. Beau- 
foy and Mr, Bankes. ‘The ap- 


pointment ot the conumltee COO 


dile 


ton, 


o> ee \f : ae 
place on tre eta of Marca, and 
. ’ " ’ 
it was underitood that they had a 
} 5 | ! 
report mt arly, ready to iayv Upon fie 
4 - « * 
! 4 } } , (2 1 7 
t.! ic ot ti S now Asi | ts 4 . 
when their proceedings were inter- 
es ey mh 
il i doy t GtOLULION. 
’ a fas wa Bai > | 
fhe afhawrs of the Ratt Ir Glad 


pans oper ed in the new 
ctition from tacm, 
1 all on t ot May, 
praying the houte of commons to 
rant them fuch relief, as the 

dion of their affairs might appear to 


4 were 
| i aie nt by D4 
j he 2€th 


{itu 


‘ and, Upon this occalion 1 
was moved by Mr. Pitt, ‘Thar 
the directors lay before the houte 


the intormation they might have 
received tinee their having made up 
the report ot the ifth of I[e- 
bruary.”’ In obedience to this 


order afecond re port V\ US pre. entec i 
by them on the firlt of June, and 
toccther with the preceding one, 


immediately referred to the con- 
fideration of a felect committee. 


‘This committee was confututed 
in the fame manner with that ot 
the laff parliament, with no other 
Variation than fuch as had becn 
mace neceflary by the general elec- 
tion. For the names of fir Grey 
Cooper, fir Gilbert Elliot, fir Adam 
Ferrufon and Mr. Smith, who 


. . 
We] . 


not in the prefent houfe of 
commons, 


were fubflucuted thofe of 
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Mr. 
Mr. 


The 


Dundas, Mr. Charles Brete, 
Ca'l, and Mr. Anitruther. 
report of the committee was 
completed and prefented tO par- 
liament on the 22d initant, and 
taken into confideration by a com- 
mittce of the whole houic, on the 
2d of July. 

In the mean time, the 24th 
of June, a bill was introduced by 


on 


the chancellor of the exchequer, to 
allow the company to divide tour 
per cent for the halt year con clud- 
ing with Midfummer 1784. This 
meafure was protetled again by 
Mr. Edens Mr. Antruther, and 
Mr. Fox. A charge of incon- 
fiflency was brourhe againit the 


fe acdinini iration a bill 
nature had patied 

of the year 
however dillin- 
aheces of the 
fated, that he had ob- 
aa eee 
,oan ( avendifh rhe 


lecming ompropnicty of the mea- 


- ’ 
ifter, In WHO 


, - 
‘ 
til iC orn 
- 
OX 
CIFCUIM, 


cafe. bic 


fure, but had been induced to 
’ 7° * 
comply by tl irguinent. - 100 
intend to enquire into, and change 
‘ a) 
the fyiiem of the e Mpapy s yas 


vernment. The prefent feifion is 
lapied d the bufinefs mult be 
pottooned. It would therefore be 
unfair and unwile to prejudge a 
bufincts which is fo fpeedily to be 
invelitvated.””) ‘The bill was read a 
firft{ and a fecond time on the day 
of its mtroduction, and fome al- 
terations In its firucture having 
been fugeetied by Mr. Eden, the 
next day it went through its re- 


maining forms in the houfe of come 
mons. 

Onthe fame day it was carried u 
to the lords, and patied that houle 
onthe 2kth. <Atthe third reading, 
it was attended with fome debate, 
which was principally conducted 
by lord Loughborough and lord 
Thurlow. The houfe at length 
divided, contents 28, not con- 
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tents 9, majority 10, and the bill 
immediately received the royal af- 
fent by commillion. 

On the 2d of July, the day ap- 

‘inted for taking into coniider- 
ation the report of the felect 
committee, the chancellor of the 
exchequer moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for the relief of the Eatt 
India company. This bill had for 
its objects the refpite of duties, 
the payment of bills, and the al- 
certainment of dividend. ‘The 
duties were to be paid by inttal- 
ments, at Midfummer and Chrifimas 
178<. Provifion was made tor the 
bills already accepted or announc- 
ed. ‘The defign of the bill, as it 
related to the dividend, was to 
enable the company to act on a 
certain bafis, without applying 
from time to time for authority to 
do it in a capricious Way. In 
recommendation of the meafure 
Mr. Pitt obferved, that from the 
late enquiries which he had made 
into the ftate of the company’s 
finance, and from the very ample 
and fatistactory accounts he haa 
obtained, he had no room to admit 
the remoteft idea that they would 
not, at the period he had men- 
tioned, be able to fulfil every en- 
gagement. There might be cir- 
cumflances in the progreis of their 
affairs, that might difappoine their 
heft founded expectations, and ren- 
der ther fyiiems of payment 
abortive. But he believed, that 
India would now enjoy that peacey 
and that parliament would enforce 
that active @conomy, which the 
prefent {tate of affairs fo ttrongly 
recommended. He telt much plea- 
fure in being able to affurre this 
country, that the afpect of things 
in that quarter was by no means 
unpleafant or gloomy, and that, 
Without civing any hich colouring 
to what now exiited in the Fatt, a 
Sew years tranquilltv. and a ly item 


Y 


AN D 


> 


of exertionand frugality would regs 
der our Indian voffeffions attluent 
and profperous. 

More than one quefion of 
confiderable importance was involys 
ed in the debates that took place 
in the progrefs of this bill. — 1t was 
examined how far the honour of 
parliament was pledged by the 
meafure before them, what was 
the true late of the finances of the 
company, and what the merit of 
the principle upon which the mea 
fure under diicutiion proceeded, 
The firtt of thefe quettions was 
farted by Mr. Philip Francis who, 
together with major John Scott, 
had been firit chofen into the pres 
fent parliament, and who by their 
intimate concern in the traniactions 
of Mr. Hatiing:, the latter as his 
unmediate agent, the former as 
having been his vigorous oppo- 
nent during his refidence in India, 
promifed to add fomething to the 
light and information the houfe 
had received on this momentous 
bulinefs. The chancellor of the 
exchequer in reply to Mr. Francis 
dechared, that he had been pertectly 
alténifhed, when on former occas 
fions he had heard it ferioutly cons 
tended, that, when parliament em- 
powered the company to aecept 
bitis, it pledged the public faith 
for their payment, and was bound 
t» provide for their diicharge im 
cafe of the failure of the party im. 
mediately concerned, ‘This lane 
guage was fo palpably fallacious, 
that he imagined thofe who held 
it mot loudly had not believed what 
they faid. He was followed oa 
the fame fide by Mr. Dundas who, 
inorder to illuttrate the fubjedt, 
reminded the houfe of the cireum¢ 
lances, in which the reftriction of 
the acceptance of bills by the Eat 
India company had originated. By 
the regulating bill of 1773, the 
puldic weie to come in for the 

fhare 
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{hare in the profits of the company. 
In order therefore to prevent the 
app! ‘opriation of any purt of their 
proiits to the payment of bills, that 
might be fraudulently fent over 
from India, it had been thought 
neceflary to reftrain the amount of 
thot: bills. Ofconfequence, when 
he gave his confent to the accept- 
ance of bills to a greater amount, 
he did this, and no more ; he gave 
up in behalf of the public fo much 
et their claim, to the dividend that 
was fecured to them by the bill of 
973. To thefe arguments it was 
added by Mr. enkinfon, that the 
fame re (por afibility might withequal 
prop! iety be charged upon par- 
liament, re{pecting all the corpora- 
tions and trading companies, in the 
affairs of which they had at any 
time found it neceflary to interfere. 
3ut the abfurdity of the argument, 
when thus puthed into all its con- 
fequences, was fufhcient to deftroy 
us credit with every thinking man. 
In reply to thefe reafoning’s it 
was obferved by Mr. Francis, “the it 
he had never imagined that parlia- 
ment would in any cafe be legally 
bound to the difcharge of the bills, 
as an endorfer would be, or chat 
me creditors would have an a¢tion 
rainit government. But he had 
appr hended that by the act pro- 
po fed the public honour would in 
foine fort be engaged to thofe, who, 
confi iding in the wifdom and juttice 
f parliament, would not conceive 
it poilible, that the legiflature would 
take off an exifting retiraint, and 
fubititute an exprefs permitiion, 
without the mott fatis factory rea- 
fons for their conduct. The fenfe 
of the legiflature to that effect 
would be declared by the permif- 
fion, which the creditors would 
ssaciade was founded on firi¢t in- 
quiry and indifputable knowledge, 
and which therefore they would 
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receive, and be intitled to confider 
as a parliamentary fecurity. The 
dijlinction betwen a legal and an 
me elena obligation was per- 

ectly intelli: rible.. A claufe might 
indend be inferted in the bill, de- 
claring that they did not vouch tor 
the fecunity which they permitted 
to be given. But even then they 
would not have difcharged every 
point of their duty. They were 
to take care not to fuffer parliament 
to be in any fhape partakers in an 
error, or accomplices in a decep- 
tion. Mr. Fox declared his perte & 
conviction of the truth of Mr, 
Francis’s doctrine. 

With refpect to the finances of 
the company, there was an obvious 
difcordancy beiween the flattering 
prophecies of Mr. Pitt and the re- 
port of the felect committee of the 
houte of commons. This was anim- 
adverted upon by Mr. Eden, who 
had been originally the chairman 
of the committee, and confeffedly 
took a principal part in forming the 
report. He knew that Mr, Pitt 
was a bold flatefman, and he was 
willing | to pay due homage to an 
intrepidity well fuited to the dif- 
ficulties of thetimes; but he could 
not reconcile with his fingular wif- 
dom and forefight the rifque of an 
opinio yn, the tallacioufnefs of which 
a tew months might demontfirate. 
The chancellor of the exchequer 
had faid, that, if the relief demand- 
ed by the directors fhould be grant- 
ed, they would be able, for the 
future, to be regular in their re- 
ceipts and payments. Surely the 
difference betweer the ftate of the 
company, as defcribed in their firft 
report, in which their fy(tem in 
thefe refpects was detailed, andthe 
amount of the various articles which 
had fince come to light, would fhew 
too much caufe to fufpect the fo- 
lidity of fuch an opinion, The 
fums 
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fums dependent on thofe articles, 
had hitherto been undifputed, and 
he believed them to be indifputable. 
The whole amounted to about eight 
inillions flerling. From this de- 
duction was excluded all remark 
on the fuppoled revenues arid ex- 

ences of the different territorics 
and fettlements, on the d rectors’ 
planof commercial refources, wii h 
the committce had fhown to be in- 
compatible, and on the delufive 
dream of retrenchments that would 
probably never be adopted by the 
fervants abroad. The fact was, 
that the direétors’ report prefented 
merely a picture drawn trom the 
painter’s imagination, in a moment 
of fanguine expectation and wild 
enthuiiafm, amidit increafing du- 
trefies and dificulites. Mr. Fden 
waged no war with the directors. 
The whok report 
would prove this, for it gave filty 
flat contradictions to the directors 
accounts, without a fingle expref- 
fion that tended either to criminate 
cr cenfure, Ue waged no war 
with Mr. Hafings, nor did he feel 
the fmallef% enmity to that gentle- 
man, Lattlh, he waged no war 
with the propricturs ; on the con- 
trary, every 


icnour of the 


had taken in 
the bufinefs would in due time be 
acknowledged by the honeti pro- 
prictors to be mott friendly to their 
permanent interetts. Ele had been 
actuated through the whole by a fair 
folicitude to obtain 3 


that might prevent 


j ? 
hep hie 


a miormauvion, 
a bankruptey, 
involving the moft alarming conte- 
Rega age riggs 
In this felicitude there 
no idea of Acfpond 
Was lO ldca © rclpond Hcyv. 


did 


qucnees, 
‘ 
r 
le 
not mean to intimate, that the 
. “i : 
company's affairs were irretriev- 
* Fr } he 1d c 
mic; but he would venture to alt- 
fert, and would rett his c! Yer 
upon the «flertion, that, if mere 
palliatives were tried, and if pur- 
hament declined the tafk of examin- 
. ; } } 
me tl to the bottom, the 


.* 
. i\we 
* 


ad DC 


ari? 
it GilOl, 
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confequences would be moft cala. 
mitous to the company and the 
public. In the committee he had 
the advantage of three or four 
particular friends, men of knowg 
talents and integrity ; but the ma- 
jority were utterly unconneed 
with him in the line of public life, 
And yet he could venture to fay, 
that there never was an inttance ig 
which any committee had aged 
with fo complete a cordiality and 
unanimity. He could not Loop to 
the talk of defending the report of 
fuch acommiriee. Let it be judged 
by the houfe and the public, and 
let ic fland the teft of fuch events 
as it misht be contirued to predié, 
Mr. Demptter confirmed what Mr. 
Eden had faid, and declared, that 
a report, framed with more accu 
racy, er drawn in a greater fyle of 
candour, had never been Lad upon 
the table of thar houle. Mr, Dun 
das, to whom, upon the revival of 
the committee in the prefent par- 
lament, Mr. Fden had retigned 
the chair, gave his applaufe to the 
report. He faid that he had little 
fhare indeed in the driwing up of 
that paper, fince confiderable pro- 
erefs had been made in digetii 
the facts previoutly to his becomin 


amember of t! 


§ 
A 
e committee. In this 
fituation he had felt the beft way of 
difchareing his duty, to he by coms 
he materials felecjed tor the 
report with the information and 
evicence upon which they were 
founded, and he had been fatisfied 
that the one fully bore out the 
other. The committee had beea 
unanimous in confining themfe ves 
toi “ 
there might b 


hus circumftanced, 


porin & | 


acts, finee upon the fame facts 


ee we 


Coada’d ens 


rent opin} 
he he ld him- 
{elf as free as any member of that 
houfe, to reafon upon the tacts ftated 
in the report, and to draw his owa 
Inferences, 
Mr. Francis went at great length 
4 ~ into 
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tnto the quefli m betore the houte, 
and protetied!y gro inded his rca- 
fonings upon the affertions of the 
{elect committee. He took up in 
particular that part of the fubject 
which had been patled over by 

Eden, and tiated the error of 
the directors’ account in their eit- 
mate of the revenues in India, and 
ot the charges to be defrayed out 
of them, as amounting upon their 
fix years eftimate, to Os74794 ol; 
from which it Pat d, that initead 
of having an annual furplus in In- 


cia of 14091,5461. as the directors 
had flated, the annual balance 
wainft the r Indian revenue would 


ithe, 
en | P a a ce ee re 
Mme ted mito bens bullU, ea ihe 
hich they 


out of ¥ 


~ 
- 
- 
~~ 
. 
_— = 


at leait 
in their 
‘ l. as the 
amount of the bills that 
Of this amount 
bills already = AL OF EXPE ted 
Weat to 4,819,236], The fum, 
therefore, of 536 ak, was left to 
that might be 
four laf veils of 
‘h daft head 


° , 
provided, Was 


. ithe directors 
probable 
mioht be drawn. 
tye 


vt 
niwer all the bills 
crawn in the a 
the ellimated perio ee | 


enn @he a ak _ eaten. d 
ih tae Fre port ot the Ire \OLos that 
icll under M re Fr neis’s animadver- 


n, was the debtin India. This 
advices aii ounted to 
1. and was to be liqui- 
Gated partly by the appropriat! Ion 
ot certain credits upon the princes 
and zemidars of india, to the 
amount of 2,470,3gik of which 
he directors themfelves fuppoted 
a contiderable part to be bad at the 
moment that they took credit for 
the whole of it, and which, in the 
opinion of Mr. Francis, was not 
worth a fhilling ; and partly from 
the fuppofed annual fi irplus of the 


revenuc, Which turned out to 


c- 


o 
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78 
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Mr. Francis went on to examine 
certain papers, which had been 
moved for by major Scott a few 
' to the direct 


annual deficiency of 


davs before, as worn: 
. ? > 


overthrow of the calculations con- 
tained in the report of the felec 
committee, and partcularly two 


3 of 

and the 
4. Tuc former 
da very brilliant 


letters fron Nir. tating 
16th of December, 178-, 
“th of February, 1 
of thefe exhibit 


and favourable pi@ure of the fi- 
nances of the - WIT - ol Ben. al. 
In all this Mi. Francis gave the 

vernor vencral credit for a rapid 
Invention and a poetical imagina- 
tion, but coniidered the pape in 
every other view as dellitute of the 
fmalle:t authority. In this letter 
vir. Haliings ubterved to his con- 


fiiruents, ** That he had fupported 
their other prefidencies, not by feane 
ty and ineffectual fupplies, but b 

an anXious anticipauon of all their 
wants, and by a moll prone and 
lib-ral relief of them.” this 


defcription were correct, Rnabay 
and Fort St. Georee mutt have 


‘rtured in the lap of luxury. 
t was ampollble that io that very 

it they fhould have incurred a 
debt of two or three millions, and 
dawn upon the directors for a 
indlion more. Mr. Hatlings pros 
In the performance of 
hefe fervices we foucht for 
little pecuniary afiftance from home. 
Unwilling 
barraflments of our*honoui ible em- 
ployers, we have avoided drawing 
on you tor ft pplies upon many oc- 


arias 
Ceea Se 


), 
nave 


to add to the domettire em- 


Fe 


Caii0ns that WOoOueG have \ {'} ‘ed us 
ese agra . 3 ; 
In {Cer re fiich affiitanec.’ Could 


of 
any finee the 


wt be believed that, excluf 
bills aid vv the CON 
commencement of t thofe 
now received or advifed trom Ben- 
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worm 


War, 
















































140 


gal alone, amounted to 31416, 2851. 
such was the proof of Mr. tHa- 
ftings’s unwillingnefs to add to the 
domettic embarr. flments of his ho- 
nourable employers. To this it 
was neceflary to add bur one ob- 
fervation. ‘The calculations of the 
letter of the 16th of December 
were proteflediy founded upon the 
certainty of a general peace. In 
the letter of the 7th of February, 
which accompanied it ow the table 
of that houte, Mr, Hattings ob- 
ferved, * The negociation for peace 
no longer promiles fuccets, the 
fieps taken by ‘Tippoo leave little 
or no profpect of bis acquicteonce 
ia the treaty, and the vovernment 
of Madras are endeavouring to get 
their army into the ficld as fatt as 
votible.”” 

But neither the 
Air. Francis, nor the character and 
declarations of the genticmen who 
compofed the committee, were fuf- 
ficient to deter fuch as had efpouted 
the caufe of the company trom 
animadverting with much treedom 
upon the late report. Myr. Smith, 
the chairma: of the company, en- 
deavoured to out various 
mittakes. Mr. Richard Atkinfon, 
who had lately been choten into the 
direction, and who was fuppoted 
to be in habits of particular inn- 
macy with the chancellor of thé 
exchequer, undertook to refute 
every article of the report of the 
commitree, in which it differed from 
the report of the directors. Can- 
dour owever obli ‘cs US (0 ace 
knowledge, that the fums to which 
he excepted appear to hive amount- 
ed to little more than four millions, 
WV hile the deficiencies pointed out 
by Mr. Eden execeded the fum of 
e:ght millions. 

Mr. Atkinfon declared, that he 
was far trom leder 
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which Mr. Eden claimed the ered 
of having thited bis contradictions 
to the directors’ report, The ob. 
fervations of the directors were cop. 
fined by the order of the houte tp 
the degree of relief, by the port. 
ponement of duties and the accept. 
unee of bills, which 1 their ODi- 
nion would be futlictent for they 
affiirs. Accorditigly they had 
{tated an ettimate ot their reecipts 
and payments in Eneland with as 
much accuracy as the nature of the 
cafe admitted; but they had never 
pretended to the fame exactnefs in 
the account of their receipts and 
payments abroad, which was plainly 
ynpotivle. All they hid intended 
under this latt head was to lay a 
tuundation for this weneral infer 
enee, that no farther bills would 
he neceary to be drawn, and that 
it was credible thar the revenues, 
which betore the war had produé. 
ed a very large furplus, would ttl 
produce fome furplus. But this 
dtiinction was, wholly contounded 
iit the report of the commattee, 
who had in a defultory wavy thrown 
out alarge mafs of animadvertions 
tending to grounds of eeneral dif. 
truit; and had fo obfeured a plain 
fubject, by contounding Indian 
receipts and payment: with thof 
of kngland, that none but thofe 
“ ho were tolerably maiters of the 
fubject could underdand them. 
Major Scott entered at laree into 
the detence of Nr. Hatties. He 
fuid that in the vear i770, and in 
# feafon of profound peace, bills 
hid been drawn upon the company 
from Bengal to the amount @ 
13100,2001], In April. 1772, Mr 
lathangs, by the appointment of 
the Company, became oVvernor ot 
Bengal. At that period the bond 
debt was one million, and this was 
foon after unavoidably increafed t 
1,2¢0,2c0l. But what was the al 
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teration produced in four years? 
Not only was’ the bond debr com- 
letely dite haryed, not only was an 
ample fum appropriated tor the pur- 
chale of an inveftment, but there 
was an actual balance in the com- 
pany’s treatury at Rengal of 
1,80c,00cl, Down to the year 
98>, not a fingle bill was drawn 
trom that prefiiency, excep! fuch 
as was expretsly authorifed by the 
court of directors. The bills drawn 
in 1781 and the following years 
were for the exprets purpote of 
furnifhing an in-eitment for the 
company. Their amount was 
wholly to be aferibed to the war, 
in the originating of which Mr. 
Hattings had no concern, In the 
laft five years no lefts a fum than 
4 2Q0y’ o-l, was fent from Bengal 
to Madras and Bombay, for the 
fupport of the war. ‘The queiiion 
theretore was timply this 5, Was it 
better to take up money in Bengal 
for bills upon England, and to 
apply that money wholly and ex- 
cluti ively to the purch: fe of an in- 
vetimenr, or that the imvetimenr 
fhould have been difcontinued dur- 
ing that term? Miajor Scott ex pire 
rated on the advantageous fituation 
in which the latt peace of Paris 
had tound the lati India company. 
‘The company had conquered all 
the pofieidions of French and 
the Dutch, and by thofe conquells 
. id prevented facrifices 
vhere they would have been more 
tele by the public, He 
hi: belief that at the moment. in 
which he was Ipeaking, the peace 
with ‘Tippeo was concluded. Fi- 
naily, he tlated a balance of the 
receipts and hg of the 
prescency 0 Beng: il, 
fuppotition of a pence citablith- 
ment, the furplus of which amount- 
edto 4, ~OO * 

Lhe ina and fecond re dings of 


the 
farther 


declared 
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the till paffed without any anim 
adverhon. In the committee an 
amendment was moved by Mr. 
Dempiter, to oblige the company 
to pay an interett of five per cent. 
upon the money which they were 
indebted to the pu tblic.. The mo- 
tion being newatived in this flage 
of the butine(s, i it Was again brought 
forward upon the repot. It was 
fupported by Mr. Hufley, lord 
Bort, Mr. Fox, Mr. Courtenay, 
Mr. Sheridan, and fir James lir- 
ikincs ‘The divifion in the com- 
mittee had been, ayes 3, noes $1, 
majority 78; and upon the report 
Was, ayes 27, nocs $3, major- 
ty 56. 

Upon the third reading, which 
took place on the qth of Augutt, 
the principle of the bill was de- 


bated with contiderable warmth 
and fome afpeiity. Mr. Eden en- 
deavoured to expote it, by contrali- 


ing the two dittinet propofitions of 
which it was cenflituted: the one 
tor refpiting the duties and remit- 
ting the interett, the other tor al- 
lowine the company to divide et: = 
per cent. The only poffible Ww: 

ot juttitying them, Was to argue 
them feparately ; ahd to contend, 
in luppert ot the firth, that the 
company was fo extremely poor as 
to need every poffible affittanee ; 


and, in Juppo re ot the Other, that 
their afluirs were in fo flourifhing 
and pro{perous a condition, that 
they could well atlord to make an 
cnormous dividend. It was ob- 
ferved by Mr. Fox, that it was 
only ot late vears that they had 


divided more than fix per cent. ; 
and that at no time had they c!- 
vided eight per trom their 
commercial profits. Let the houfe 
recollect that to meet the neceflity 
of affairs, thev had recently im- 
pofed taxes on our manufactures 
and taxes on the neccflaries of life. 
l 2 ‘The 
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The fum which was given to the 
company by the remifiion, of in- 
tercit, would have relieved the poor 
from the moit unequal and oppret- 
five tax wpon candies. — In fine, 
confidering the tenour of the pre- 
fent bill, and the conduct of ad- 
minittration during the whole fel- 
fion, it was palpable to remark, that 
they were wholly under the direc- 
tion of the Eatt India company, 
and that the company were making 
rapid ttrides, atter having defpoiled 
and enflaved many millions of men 
in a diltant quarter of the globe, 
to reduce the inhabitants of this 
iiland under their defpotic fway. 
in purfuance of thefe reafonias 
the amendment ot Mr. Demptier 
was once more brought forward by 
Mr. Fox, and it was moved by fir 
James Erikine that the dividend 
fhould be put at fixginitead of etght 
per cent. Both the amendments 
were negatived. 

‘The charges of Mr. Fox were 
warmly retorted by Mr. Pitt upon 
the late India bill. He faid it was 
extremely caly to feparate the two 
heads of the prefent bill, and to put 


them in Oppolition to ench othere 


Such a mode of arguing might be 
ingenious, but was not iolid. From 
the reports of the directors, trom 
the very fair and candid report of 
the felect committee, and from ail 
the circumftances of their attairs, 
he was fatisfied, that, though not in 
prefent affluence, the company was 
in that condition which came within 
the fair meaning of the word fol- 
vent. Upon this idea, and per- 
fuaded that their fituation admitted 
of effectual relief, he propofed, not 
as aclaim of right, but as a favour 
done them by the public, a hand- 
fome and liberal act of bounty and 
benevolence. The dividend of 
eight per cent. had been admitted 
by him for: this fing 


‘ 


’ le reafon, be- 
Caule it appeared tha ) 
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the company materially dependeg 
upon that circumtlance. Motives 
ot policy and expedience had dic. 
tated the meafure, and be doubted 
not that the public would receive 
a motlt ample remuneration for thei 
prefent indulgence. He had the 
pleafure to affure the houte that 
government had jut received ine 
telligence of the peace being con- 
cluded with ‘Fippoo ; and this, to. 
gether with the plans now under 
the confideration of parliament, 
promifed evety thing aufpicious 
and every thing favourable. 

On the r2th of Aucutl, in the 
committee upon the bill of relief in 
the houfe ot lords, it was moved 
by the duke of Portland, that fix, 
intlead of eight per cent. fhould be 
tuferted in the bill, as the fum that 
the company was allowed to divide, 
‘The amendment was fupported by 
lord Loughborough and lord vil- 
count Stormont. the latter of whom 
had voied tor the bill, to allow the 
eompany to make an halt-year’s di- 
vidend of four per cent. The 
principal argument againtt the 
amendment, and the argument that 
had prevailed with the minitter, it 
was faid, was, that the credit of 
the company depended upon their 
dividend, Burt it was not the de- 
clarations of parliament, It was not 
the parchment in the hand of the 
chancellor that would ettablith the 
credit ot the Eait India come 
pany. Whenever the credit of 
a company, or of individuals ene 
gaged in mercantile concerns, 
Was impeached, or fufpected © 
be tottering, the plain and of 
dinary mode of proceeding was te 
fhew the real fate of their affairs, 
and to prove from facts that they 
were in a profperous fituation. To 
ulluttrate this, lord Stormont ‘Tee 
curred tothe pe cuniary regulations 
of the bill of 77-26 At that time, 
by artifice and manccuyre the com 
, pany's 
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pany’s ftock was railed to 2701. and 
the dividend to twelve and a hall 
ercent. It had been thought ad- 
vifeable by that adminittration, by 
wa) of fu: po! ting rthe credit of te 
company, and to wereen a South- 
fea bubble, to lower their dividend 
to fix per cent. and this was done 
with apparent advantage to the 
company’. The amendment was 
rejected without a divition. 

But all thei¢ meatures were 
paratory and fubordinate to the ball 
of revulation, that was moved for 
by the chancellor of the exchequer 
on the 6th of July, and, from the 
impo rtance of its object, that well 
deterved the whole attention of the 
public. Never we believe was a 
meat ire, More extenfive in its ranee, 
and more various In its provifions, 
fubmitted to the attention of a le- 
giflative aflembly. The objects, 
which, in the plan of the late te- 
cretary of tlate, were to be diftri- 
buted into three different bills, 
were by Mr. Pitt fubmitted at once 
to the unbroken attention of par- 
liament. The idea was protefiedly 
adepted by him, in order that the 
connexion between the different 
parts of his fytiem might be fully 
teen, and that their bearings and 
relative operation might contribute 
to decide upon them in the eftima- 
tion of the public. The bill there- 
tore of the 6th of July was at 
once to inflitute a new fyitem of 
government at home, and to re- 
gulate the different prefidencies 
abroad. It was to provide tor the 
happinets of the natives, and put 
an end to all their mifunderttand- 
ings and controverfies. And laftly, 
which was by no means its le; it 
ob} jee, it was by 
levitlation to fe: Pot delinquency, 
and it was to inflitute a new judi- 
cature for the trial of offences com- 
mitted in India. 

But, though the meafure were 
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thus extenfive in its range, and 
durable tn tts conte quences, it Was 
however uagable to kee p alive the 
attention, and employ the difqui- 
litions of the public in general, 
Two caufes may be affigned for 
this. The nation had bur jutt feen 
the clofe of one {etlion ot paglia- 
ment before the commencement of 


another, The circumflance was 
fineular and uncommon, and this 
was one reafon, for which their 


minds, already fatigued with atten- 
tion to public affurs, refufed to 
renew that attention, and follow a 
train of butineds, fo complicated and 
various, as that which was now de- 
pending. The feafon, in which, 
tor time immemorial, the opulent 
had deferted the metropolis, and 
re,orted to the beauties ot nature, 
was completely arrived. To the 
coniideration of the extraordinary 
and unwelcome feafon of the year, 
we may add the notorious {late of 
the public mind. Me, Pitt had 
now attained the utmoft heicht of 
popularity, and the nation was ¢@if- 
Pp Med to place in him the moit en- 
tire and unbounded confidence. 
They had perhaps carred their ap- 
prehentions and prefages of the late 
adminittration to a degree of vio- 
lence, and, by a feature infepa- 
rable from human nature, in their 
revulfion from one object, they 
threw themfelves headlong into 
the arms ot the other. Mr. Fox’s 
bill had included every thing that 
was protligate, and every thing that 
was montrees. and of courle Mr. 
Pitt’s bill mutt be a model of per- 
fection. ‘The young chancellor of 
the exchequer had nothing to do 
but affiduoutly to avoid the errors 
of his predeceffors, and he could 
not fail of producing all, that was 
fuitred to the circumftances of .the 
cafe, and conducive to the welfare 
ot Britain. 
Under the firk head of the bill 
1 3 how 
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now introduced into parliament, 
its provifions were nearly coin: 
cident with thofe of the bill orig!- 
nated by Mr. Vitt in the latt feilion 
of the preceding parliament ; - and 
we mult refer to what we faid upon 
that occafion for the various argu- 
ments by which the minitter cn- 
deavoured, at that time unfuccel:- 
fully, to recommend the project 
he had formed. ‘Lhe tew altcra- 
tions that were made uniformly 
tended to enlarge the powers ot the 
propoted board of control. It 
was permitted them, in urgent 
eafe:, and fuch as feemed to re- 
quire celerity, to orivinat meca- 
fures, as well as to revite, correct 
and alter thefe at the divectors. 
Ju matters relative to peace ana 
var, Where fecrely was a principal 
object, they were alfo allowed to 
fend their orders tirait to Lodia, 
without communication with the 
court of directors; and to the com- 
manders in chiet, witheut the know- 
ledge of the reipective pretidencies. 
It then proceeded, as had been done 
by the tormer bill, to regulate the 
number of perfous conititutiy ag the 
difigreat councils of Bengal, Fore 
or. George, and Bombay. 

With refpect co the government 
abroad, ia the firtt place, it gave 
an ablolute power to the goverpor 
general and counc ot Bengal to 
originate orders to the inferior pre- 
fidencies, in cafes that did not in- 
tertere with the directions already 
received from Britain ; and added 


a power of fulpention in cafe of 


difobedience., “The lupreme coun- 


cil were torbidden, unlefs any of 


the princes’ of India thould have 
fivit commenced or cont Mplated 
hottilities againit our fettlemenss 
to enter upon’ war, or to form an 
otienfive treaty, wihhout orders 
trom home. ‘The inferior councils 
were prohibited in all common 
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ca‘es to form. alliances, and } in 
cafes of urgency, they were com. 
ps to infert a provifional 
claufe, rendering the permanency 
ot the alliance de pe ndent upon the 
confirmation of the governor vents 
ral. Intelligence was in all cafes 
commanded to be {ent home iinme. 
diately of every important tranf. 
action, and every fervant of the 
company , Wn: my ‘of its fy ‘ttlements, 
wus “required to tranimit accounts 
of every confiderable traufaction to 
the council ot Be neal, 

Vanious reg ulations were added 
refpecting the debts ot the nabob 
ot Arcor and the raja of Tanjour 
to private individuals and to the 
companys Enquiry was ordered 
to be mi ide by the diflerent pref 
dencies, into the expulfions that 
might haye been made of any of 
the hereditary farmers, and the Op- 
preflive rents aad contributions that 
might have been extorted from 
them ; and meatures were directed 
to be taken for their reliet and tue 
ture tranquility. A fimilar exa. 
mination was required to be made 
in order to retrenchment, into the 
aittcrent eclablifhments of our fet 
tlements in India, a report of which 
was to be annually laid betore par- 
liament. “The company were pro 
hibited trom fending out a greater 
number of cadets or writers, then 
fhould be abfolutely neceilary, and 
It was ordered that the ave ot fuch 
as were fent out thould not be lef 
than fifteen, nor more than twenty: 
two years. Promotions were com 
manded to be made in thé order ot 
feniority, unlefs. in extraordinary 
cales, tor which the prefidencies 
fhould make themiclves fpecitically 
refpontible. 

Crimes, committed by Englih 
fubsects in any part ot lad’n, were 
made amenable to every Brinih 
court of juitice, in 


the fame male 


ner 
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ner as if they had been committed 
ja our immed ite dominions. I[re- 
fents, except tuch as were merely 
ceremonial, were forbidden to be 
yeccived, unleis by a countellor at 
law, a phyfician, afurgeon, or a 
chaplain, under the penalty ot con- 
{ication of the prefent, aad an ad- 
ditional tine in the diteretion of 
the court. Dilobedignee ot orders, 
wnlets abfolutely neceffary, and pe- 
cuniarv. tranfactions, contrary to 
the intereits of the company, were 
declared to be high crimes and mif- 
demeanours. ihe company were 
dorbidden, to interfere in tavour ot 


Ail\ perton legally condemned ot 


the above cries, or to ¢€ mploy hum 
in their fervice tor eve: ‘The go- 
yernors ot the different prefidencies 
were permitted to im, rifon Anny 
perion futpected of illicit corre- 
dpondence, and were ordered to 
dend them to ngland with all con- 
venient fpeed, if their health would 
permit. 

Every perton ferving, or who 
fhould hereatter ferve in India, and 
veturning to kneland, was required 
fo give In an eimate upon o.th to 
the court of exchequer ot his poo- 
perty, within two moaths atter his 
acrival, one copy ot which was to 
be kept in the court of exchequer, 
and the other at the Eait India 
houle. The board of control, the 


‘court of directors, or anv three of 


the proprictors, whofe tiock fhould 
umount together to 1soool. were 
allowed to move the court of ex- 
chequer to examine the 
the account. “The court of exche- 
quer Was required, in cate the ac- 
cufation appeared to them to be 
well tounded, to examine the 
cuted upon oath, and to imprijon 
him, ull he thould have aniwe:ed 
their interrog futistauctory 


ate 


atories ina 
manner. 
every perlor, who fhould neslecs to 


validity of 


‘The whole property ot 
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give in fuch an account within the 
time linuted, or who fhould have 
been guilty of a mifreprefentation 
in that account to the amount of 
20001. flerling, was ordered ta he 
confifcated, ten per cent. for the 
benefice of the intermer or accufer, 
and the remainder to be equally 
divided between the public and the 
company. Every perfon, having 
been once employed in India, and 
having afterwards retided in Eu- 
rope tor the {pace ot five ycars, 
unlefs for the refloration of his 
health, was declared to be inea- 
pable to be feat out again to that 
country, 

The attorney general, or the 
court ot directors, was authorifed 
to file an information in the court 
et King’s bench againi any perton 
tor crines committed in India. 
"Phat court was empowered imme- 
diately to-imprifon or admit to 
bail the perfon accufed. It was 
thea ordered, that, within thirty 
days, a certain number of peers 
frould be chofen by the houte of 
lords, and of members of the houfe 
of commons by that houie, to con- 
ititure a judicature for the trial of 
the. accufation. ‘The court was 
finally to contitt o: three judges 
appointed by the crown, four peers, 
and fix members of the houfe of 
commons; and the acexfed hada 
right to a peremptory challenge. 
‘The court was author iled to 5 udge 
without appeal, and to declare the 
party convicted incapable of ferve 
ine the Fait India company, The 
punifhments they were to award 
were fine and imprifonme nt, and, 
in order to the proportiona: iz the 
fine to the property of the convict, 
the court of exchequer might, at 
the requilition of the attorney ye- 
neral, or the company, examine 
him upon oath upon that fubject. 
lt he retufed to zafwer their intes- 
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rozatories, his property was di- 
rected to be confiicated, ter the te- 
nefit of the king, and the court of 
exchequer was farther empowered 
to imprifon him during pleafure, 
Records in the court of dircctors, 
and fuch other written teitimony 
as fhould be approved by the court, 
were ordered to be confidered as 
evidence upon which they were 
authorifed to form their tentence. 
With rofpect to the lait head of 
this bill, Mr. Vite owned that he 
had an extreme partiality to the 
prefent fyttem of diitributive jul- 
tice in this country, and that he 
could not bring himfelf for 2 mo- 
ment to think’ of departiny from 
it, without the utmott reluctance. 
There was danger in the example 
of an\ deviation from the ¢ Cablilhe- 
ed to ms of trial. = It was perhaps 
the firft, the dearcit and mott el- 
fential contideration in the miad of 
every Englifhman, that he held 
his property and perion in pertect 
fecurity, from the wile, moderate 
and liberal fpirit of our laws. No 
man however could deny, that 
at prefent we had it not in our 
power to do juilice to the delin- 
quents ot Jindia,. kither a new 
procefs mult be infimuted, or ot- 
gence’, equally fliockin | 
nity, and cont ary to cvery pri - 


. by nares 
> tO uuMa- 
la 


ciple of religion and juilice, must 
continue to lord it unchecked, una- 
controlled, and unenxiled. [he 
necellity of the cafe ourtweirhed 
the rilque of the innovation. And 
wt muit be coniidere!, teat every 
man who went to India im future, 
would, in fo doing, know the pre- 
dicame tin which he placed him- 
tei!, anc, In agrecing to give up 
foe of the moft eflential privi- 
eyes of his country, would do 
no more than a very numerous and 
honourable boty of men, the mili- 
1,4 


eaTy 


tary, cid daily, without the {mail- 





eft impeachment of their charge, 
ters, or the purity of the motive 
that impelled their condyd. 

Tae bill wos permitted, by a 
kind of compromife on the part of 
the minority, to be read a firit and 
a fecond, time, and referred to a 
committee, without  oppofitiea, 
The houie being moved on the 
16th of July, ghat the fpeaker leave 
the chair for that purpofe, the de. 
bate was opened by Mr. Francis, 
who, though he reafoned at large 
upon the claufes of the bill, yet, 
feeling himfelf inimical to it in alf 
its parts and principles, thought 
that the proper ttage in which to 
tate his objections. He obferved, 
that duty might furvive hope, and 
that he greatly teared both the houfe 
and he were taking unneceffary 
pains, and endeavouring to make 
a law of regulation, when it was 
too late, and the object to be re, 
gulated was irrecoverably lott. The 
bill before them went upon two 
principles, the abute of power 
abroad, and the want of power at 
home; to remedy which, it pro. 
pofed to increate the p wer abroad, 
and to reduce the power at home, 
On the principle of almott every 
cliufe of the bill, and indeed by 
the confetiion of all parties, the 
direciors were too weak to enforce 
obedience to their own orders. Ta 
remedy this weaknefs, a clafhing 
power was created, nominal on the 
part of the directors, real on the 
part of admini(tration. ‘This he 
reprobated as extremely injudicious 
and unwite, declaring that mere 
forms were of no ufe, and that 
they ought not to fublift whena 
conflitution was effentially altered. 
He animadverted upon the power 
given to the new commiffioners to 
fend orders to the commanders in 
chief in India, not only without 
the knowledge of the directors, but 
; cven 
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gven without communication with 
she civil government there. He 
conceived that this mutt be a mif- 
sake in the ttructure at the claufe, 
as he could not fuppofe it pollible 
that it fhould be intended, at once 
to fet afide the directors at home and 
the government abroad, at - to 
throw the whole power into the 
hands of the military com: wei Tr. 
He aaprov ed of the « laufe, by 
which tchemes of conqueit aad ex- 
tenfion of territory were condemn- 

ed, but remarked ther it was ef- 
fentially defective, as alluding to 
facts and ottences which were not 
fated, and to criminals, whom, fo 
tar ra punt ithing, it cid not ven- 
ture to defcribe, Reward and pu- 
nifhment were the right on lett 
hand of governme nt One example 
was worth an hundred laws. And 
it was in vain to expect that reforms 
ation could fpring froin the empty 
threats of a legitlature that con- 
tented itfeif with piling ftatute upon 
fiarute and regulation upon regu- 
Jation. 

The enquiry that was directed 
into the debts of the native princes 
would, he believed, be found an 
ufelefs labour. Accounts might be 
adjutted and balances firuck, but he 
had no canception how the debts 
were to be paid out of an exhautied 
revenue anda ruined country. He 
objected to the tribunal of the fu- 
preme council, to which the en- 
quiry was referred, particularly as 
it related to the indeterminate claims 
of the nabob of Arcot and the raja 
of Tanjour, they being notoriout 
partial to the one and hollile to the 
other. The fame objection ap- 
plied to the regulation refpecting 
the difpoffeffed zemidars. The 
claims of the parties were to be 
reterred to the refpective prefi- 
dencies, that is, if injutlice had 
been done, the perfons who had 
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done it were to repair it at their 
diferetion, With refpect to the 
rents and tributes of thefe land- 
holders, the defien of placing them 
upon an lr te footing was 
excellent and glorious, The means 
taken to accomplith it were the very 
wortt that could be thought of, 
Atter twenty years collection of the 
revenues, the queftion was ftill to 
be reterred to tuture inveftigation. 
Good God! were thefe inquifitians 
into the property af our Indian 
fubjects, were thefe ferutinies into 
the value ot their eftates, never to 
haveanend! Were the natives of 
India never to haye a quietus under 
an Enelith government ! Refpect- 
ing all thefe fubjects, the materials 
in the hands of the Kait India come 
pany were abundantly fufficient. 
invery abate had originated with 
the government abroad, and the 
leis ot the butinefs was referred to 
themthe better. The only danger 
was, that, take what period or ave- 
rage we would, the amount of re- 
venue, confidering the daily and 
rapid decline of the country, would 
prove too much, 

Mr." Francis begged leave ta 
confider the cliutes tovether, by 
which no perfon beyond a certain 
age was to be fent ro India as a 
writer, and by which no perfon, 
having returned from India, and 
refiding at home a certain time, 
uniets for the recovery of his 
health, was capable of any ap- 
pointment in ah country. With 
refpect to the latter of thefe, he 
obferved, that the executive power 
of the company, if they were equal 
to any of their duties, might fately 
be trufled with fuch det: ails. And 
taking the two claufes together, the 
refult feemed to be, that no man, 
who fhould have acquired know- 
ledge or experience in England, 
fhould be permitted to go to India ; 
and 
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and that no man, who fhould have 
made thefe acquifitions in Indra, 
fkould be allowed to return, unlefs 
his faculties had been fu‘iciently 
impaired by his infirmities, to qua- 
lity him tor refuming the duties of 
his flatidn. ‘he tavourite idea 
feemed to be, that youth and inex- 
perience fhould govern’ Bengal. 
An old maxim of policy had at- 
tached expericnce to years, and 
wifdom to experience. It there 
exifted a brilhant exception to this 
maxim, he withed it to be left where 
it tlood, and not that the exception 
fhould be converted into a rule. 
On the fubject of pre fents he was 
perhaps fingular in his opinion. 
He was for an unlimited pa 
tion to men in high fiations, but 
in the ordinary tranfacuon of tnd. 
nets, he was inclined to think they 
were ufeful, without gtving crou nd 
to any juit apprehentions. ‘the 
goverament of India, through all 
its gradations, as it was now con- 
ffituted, was a government ot ta- 
vour, and not of juttice. Nothing 
would be done tor the natives, it 
they did not gratity the perions 
who forwarded their affairs. In 
the mean time the exception in 
favour of prefents of ceremony 
was tounded on ideas which he 
knew to be fallacious, and was cal- 
culated to render ufelefs and inet- 
fective the prohibition itfelf. For 
the purpole of reeciving prefents 
ot ceremony all oceations would be 
tound futhcrently folemn. He cen- 
fured, in terms otf warmth and 
aiperitv, the power of imprifon- 
ment that was given to the refpec- 
tive prefidencies, and he condemned 
the inttttution ot the new court of 
judicature as unnecefiary, arbitrary, 
and d Ganeerous, 

Mr. Fox confeffed, that when 
the chancellor of the exchequer 


had ttated the outlines of his bill, 





he had flattered himfelf that wwoog 
the three leading heads of which jt 
Was comprifed, thofe re ating to 
the internal regulations that were 
to be made in the territories of the 
Kait, and the new judicature to be’ 
appointed for India, would be j in 
their leading ideas conto: mable to 
his opinion. He had not therefore 
intended to enter into the difcutlion 
of the bill, till it had gone into the 
committee, and for that reafon had 
forborne to lay any thing Upon the 
fecond reading ; : but now that the 
bill was printed, he felt himtelf 
under whe necellity\ of objecting to 
the te aker’s leaving the chair, as 
he cna satay of it In all its parts 
and inp its tundamental R pipet 
it had lately become © practice 
pl spl s with the 
objects of a bill. It was faid, w hat, 
would you retuie to go into a com. 
mittee on a bill hich is to recorm 
the abufes in India : \Would you 
object to a law, which is to rejtore 
the zemidars to their potieiions, and 
punith delinquents’? No mag 
upon earth acknowledged with more 
readinets than he did, the neceflit 
of the object of the preient bill, 
No man would go greater lengths 
to accomplifh it. But he could not 
accept the principles of the bill as 
the means. He trutted he fhould 
be able to fhow, that they were cal- 
culated, to increate the calamities of 
India, inidead of retorming to per 
petuate the abufes which exited in 
that country, and to put the con- 
clutive feal to the miferable fy fem 
iy w hich it was devoted, 

Mr. Fox recapitulated the objec 
tions he had urged, to the intlitue 
tion of the board of control, in the 
lait parliament. It provided tor a 
weak government at home by 4 
divition of the power. He ridi- 
culed the abiurdity of feparating 
the governinent trom the patray 
ages 


ro conrouna ‘the 
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gat. If there were a receipt, a 
woliruliry torm hing a WeaA ‘ voyverme- 
ment, i Was by giving r the power 


of contriving meature- to one, and 
the nomination of the perfons who 
them another. 
did connect 


to 


not 


aie to exceule 
Iheories bich 
men With meafures, Were not theo- 
pics this world. ihey were 
chimeras with which a_recluie 
might divert his taney, bus ey 


toi 


were no’ princi ples on which a 
gatefman would found his fy ttem. 
but, fay the minillers, the negative 
p rovis les with’ The a} yointment of 
mprop 6 Oleers. Ihe commuill- 


hace aon gative, theretore 


aners 
ghey huve ful power. liere then 
was the complete annihilation ot 
the copypany and of the fo much 
cauntead churtlered 1 t 1 iy lyall, 
he jan, % a fcheme ct dark and 
delutive art, and took away the 
chaumsot the company by flow and 
’ taps = Phe it aflumpaon 
, 4 » the minitte was the pow- 
ri weap intendence and control, 
d woat Was the taeani e of this 
r- did it mean iuch a fue 
per noc and control as that 
hb ( id ever minitiers ? Nos lor 
{ t Ou bad n the power ot 
ra Wuinaaetnitrucaons. Ie was 
to |! ive ¢ trol it Wits to 
originate meaiures: and this was 
the next tep \t tail, to comp rete 
she invahon, orde:s mi xt he te fe- 
cretly conveyed to 'ndia by the 
commiloners, at the verv moment 
th y were giving their Open counh- 
tcnane to mliructlons to be ient 
trom the directors of an oppo- 
fite tendency. ‘To fufler fuch a 
dcheme ot dark in (rigtte would be 
a taree, a child’s play, and did 
notdelerve the name of a vovrern- 
ment. “To this progre five and un- 
derhand icheme Mr. Fox age 
torily objected. If it were right 


ft weil the powers ot thie oo uit ot 
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directors in a board of privy 
countellors, at any rate it fhould 
be done openiy. A great nation 
ought never tu defcend to gradual 
aod iniidious encroachment. Let 
them do what they withed tor ex- 
plicitly, and ihow the company, 
that what they dared to do, they 
dared to jultity, 

He now came to {peak of the influ- 
ence, which had been made fo much 
2 topic of declamation and clamoure 
He did not feruple fay, that 
he had tatinitely rather fee the in- 
tlucnee erected at home than abroad, 
becauie he was fure that at home 
it would be much leis than abroad. 
Would any man affert that Mr. 
Haitings at home gould have done 
the fume things, that with his long 
arm he hath done in India? Could 

have withitood the refolutions, 
which Mr. Dundas, fo much to his 
honour, moved againit him two 
years avo ? Could he have accom- 
plithed the converlion of that gen- 
tleman atrer the declaration he hod 
made, that **Mr. Hattiags never 
went out of Bengal without carry- 
ing blaod and devattation in his 
train; and never paid a vilit to the 
borders, but tor the imprifonment 
of a prince, or the extermination of 
a people.”” Mr. Fox objected to 
the fecond part ot the bill, be- 


to 


caufe the zemidars ought in his 
opinion, to be rated by a rule 
pale pre riods and not / future en- 


For the tribunal that was 
to be anttituted, he faid, that when 
he brought in bis bill, he had net 
been ready on this delicate fubyect 
But thus+far his opinion had been 
undoubted ; however he might have 
meaned to lewalife certain Kinds ot 
evidence, never to touch with un- 


hallowed hand, 


Oui \e 
‘ - 


the trial by jurye 
The new tribunal was in truth a 
fercén for delinquents, fince no 


man Was to be tricd, but on the 


naa fo 
Weed 
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accufation of the company or the 
strortey general. He bad only to 
concilite government, in order to 
his rem.dning im perfect fecurivy. 
Mr. Dundas replied to Mr. fox. 
He obferved, that thar genticman 
feemed defirous to appeal to the 
public upon this occahion, and ap- 
peared to look for forme kina of th. 
umph, when he contrafted his bill 
with rhat of the chancellor of the 
exchequer. But fmail would be 
the praife, that an impartial and drt- 
cermng public would below on 
foch a comparifon. The bili of 
Mr. Fox h 4 wone far beyond the 
neceiity in which it originated, 
His commiffioners were to pofle!s 
gl} power civil, military and com- 
Every appoiutine ww Was 
"} } ey were 
nat fexe : 


mercial. 
to proceed trom th "MH. 


to be princes at home 
wroires abroad: 
which nothin y but the aipairan 


bition of that ecnticman coul 
Mr. fire’s bill, 


uwcknow- 
ledeing the detects of the pre ent 
was rntend:d to lode 
of the exvecuti ¢ 


mrer where it oucht of richt to 
f vetted. 


aimed, 


grove rnument, 
. , , 
@ principas ihare 


kk fhowed every decree 
@! tendernels ro the privileges ot 
the com; any, and would, he donb ed 
not, produce that happy and de- 
firable mixed government, which 
every friend to the immunities of a 
eT at commercial affociation, and 
every fupporter of our tree coniti- 
tution would cheerfully welcome, 
Though it attributed new powers 
to the monarchical branch of our 
conitirution, yet were they fo cir- 
cumferided, that they cou'd not, in 
the hands of the moaft abandoned 
prince, be converted into inflru- 
agents of mifchief and oppretlion. 
One office or two covernment was 
empowered to appoint : bevond that 
ats prerotatives did not extend. All 
other rights and privileges were to 
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remain with thofe men who had 
long been allowed to have the jutleg 
clain to them. in a word, time 
and experience, the lous attention 
that had been given to the fubjea, 
and the inefleStual experiments thar 
had been made, confpired to ene 
able the minifter, ta bring the plan 
now betore the h. ute as near tg 
perfection, as human nature would 
permit. Mr. Dundas obferved, thar 
the difobedience of the company’s 
fervants had never been fo iniiry. 
mental in promoting the ruin of 
their affuirs, as the want of pers 
manency in the fyftem of govern. 
ment adopted by the court of direc: 
tor. He faid, he had never voted 
for the recal of Mr. Hattines be. 
ies He 
had once withed to fee him in ngs 
land, but his reaton was, not thar 
he thought he hid acted wrone, 
but that he feared he would not be 
able to recover the contidence of 
the people ot India, This had 
been the object of all the reafon- 
ings he had emplo,ed the 
fubyect. 
Mr. Fox hed faid much upon the 
fubject ot influence. On this topic 
he wilhed to propote one plain 


upon 


Whether was it fater to 
the contiitution of this country. 
that 


tronave 


queition : 
an overgrown power and ps- 
fhould exiii at home or 
abroad? Merely to put the queition 
fuperfeded all reafoning on this 
fubject. It had been faid, that the 
government ot India would be 
maintained more honourably - and 
eatily by having the feat and direc- 
tion in London. Burt Mr. Dundas 
held a very oppolite opinion He 
Was convinced, that it was con- 
fonant to the genius and paffions 
ot Indians, to fubmit more readily 
to a power that was placed among 
them. They were fond of pomp 
and parade, and would never be 

tauyht 








taught fubmiffion by the mere found 
ot a diftant authority. L nder the 
lait head of the bill, which re- 
ipe: ved the new court of judicature, 
inany Unreaton yable and unyutt fuipi- 
cions had been hinted with reyard 
to the propriety ot retline the 
grievances ot India with theattorney 
eneral, and many diladvantages 
had been connected with the mode 
the new bill p ropated, A trial by 
jury hed been recommended, fome- 
in like the juries which now fit 
in ths He begeed the 
houfe to recolle¢t the inconveni- 
ences and impotibilities that would 
attend tuch a trial. Objects would 
come be them ot 


count ry . 


not feldom tore 
recut magnitude and moment, the 
evidence dificule to colle t, and the 
controver'y fuch as could nor be 
decided in one meeting. Our con- 
titunoen had wii yp ovided, that 
men, during the continuance 
ot dels ottice thould be en- 
tirely feparated from the relt of 
the community ; they were per 
mitted neither intercourfe nor re- 
trelament. But a jury could not 


itarve in the exercile of their ofhee, 


andit they cid note x pole themlelves 


tothe hazard of that calamity, the 
bufine(s would cften co untinifhed, 
Petide, the fubjects which they 
i { hay eto determine would 
tre ently be above the COmpre- 
hention of ordinary jurvmen. From 
ll this it was evident, that no 
court, buat that wh ch the bill re- 
conn ended, could be aceq uate to 


the grievances of India, or give us 
a tational profpect ot peace, opu- 
fence and fecurity in that coun- 
try. 

Upon the fub 
court of judicature 
pronounced by } 
inajor Scott. , 


et of the new 

an eulogium was 
Nr. Vanifiteart and 
They declared that 


that part of the bill had their com- 
picte and entire app! 


bation, and 
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that in this they believed they 
{poke the fentiments ot every gen- 
tieman who had ferved his country 
m India. Men, who laboured un- 
der impurations ot peculation or 
mildemeanour, muti, 1 they had 
any tceling, be imprefled with the 
extremeft alacrity at being to be 
tried by a jury felecied trom all 
the mott reipectable orders of men 
inthe kingdom. Colonel Cathcart 
{poke at large upon the fubject af 
our military eftabiMhments in India. 
be. ‘eplored the confequences of the 
jealoutics and heart-burnings, that 
mutt always exill under the prefent 
forms, between the torces of the 
king and thote of the company. He 
animadverted upon the interference 
of the civil adminiiiration in the 
nomination of oflicers to the native 
regiments and to the advanced 
potts. ‘This tlruck at the root of 
difcipline, by holding out encour- 
agement to others to feek for pro- 
motion by intrigue, and not hy 
ditlingui fling chemfelece as foldiers 
in the field. The commander in 
chief in India, was the only mili- 
tary man, who by act of parhament 
enjoyed an unreftricted feat in 
council. ‘The ceommmanders at the 
different prefidencies fat only upon 
military and political difcuffions. 
‘The prefidency therefore had no- 
thi ¢ to do, but toterm any fubjeect 
a matter of commerec, 
in order to cluhion. Celoncl 
Catheart in npu ited a ereat pare of 
the evormiiies, that had been com- 
mitted in Iudia,2o the fepoy militia, 
who were at prefent under the di- 
rection ot the civil, and not of the 
military government. He conclud- 
ed with remarking upon the teem- 
ing inconfiflency of fubjecting the 
commander in chief of all the 
forces, who might have formed, in 
conjunction with, or accepted a 
plan laid down by the government 
general, 


finance o1 
age 
their ¢3 
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general, to the control of any 
other prelidency, within the pre- 
cincts of which the plan was to be 
executed, 

Doubts were ftarted, by Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Sheridan, retpecting 
that confent of the company which 
was faid to have gone along with 
the bill betore the houte. ‘ne chan- 
cellor of the exchequer was called 
upon by the latter to declare, whe- 
ther he had not even had the difient 
of the company fignified to hin; 
and whether a meeting had not 
been pottponed trom the preceding 
day, to take into confideration the 
objections they had expreffed to the 
prefent bill?) Mr. alderman Newn- 
ham faid, he had heard it mentioned 
at the court of directors, that the 
prefent bill was ten times wortc 
than that of Mr. Fox; and this 
opinion had received a very gene- 
ral coneurrence from the late 
neral court. Mr. Richard Arkin- 
fon, the confidential triend of the 
minitter, and who was contidered 
as the agent of fome ot the ven- 
tlemen in India mott deeply ite- 
reiled in the fate of the bill, repre- 
fented thele difcontents as coniined 
tw oa few individuals, and added, 
that the court of propricto:s had 
expretsly iutpended their decifion, 
ili che blanks of the bill had been 
filled up in mittee. At 
leneth the houfe divided tor the 
ipeaker’s leaving the chair, ayes 276, 
moes Or, maorev 212, 


the con 


Lhe committce i pon thy hell tor 
reculating the atha 
lhe that ttage of proceeding in nrott 
other cates, clatms a very pointed 
attention trom the 
This is partly to be 
uferibed to the iniinite variety of 


sof Indi. un- 


amd unremitted 
hiitorian. 
fubjects which the bill embraced. 
It was mn pathible tor thefe to be 
regularly and clearly diteuffed in 


SoH UACOn. oOiMe perions approved 
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of the provifions for the fuppreg 
fion ot future delingueney, who 
were not equally partial to the new 
board ot control, or to the rezula. 
tions that related to the native 
princes and zemidars. And on the 
contrary, many were deiirous that 
an experiment thould be made of 
the hind of control recommended 
by Mr. itt, who beilowed their 
feverett reprobarion upon the pars 
tial fufpennon that was introduced 
of the trial by jury. But another 
circumitance of {till greater Weiglit 
in the ttory of the progres ot ths 
celebrated bill, 1s the complete al 
terution and enti eC renovation, that 
it underwent in all its parts, while 
it lay betore the committee, 

The tirtt amendment moved by 
Mr. Pitt, was intended to modity 
the claule that) empowered the 
board ot control to originate Ul 
ders, by leaving out the words, cons 
veying a power to do this at will, 
and inferting others, limiting the 
proceeding to the cate of the court 
of directors neglecting to trantinit 
dilpatch, s tothe board, alter four 
teen days notice, upon any tubjzect 
the board might thnk it neces 
tary to tuke up. For this simend- 
ment he received the public thanks 
of major Scott and Mr. rkiaton. 
‘To obviate” the Objections that 
had been made to the claufe, em- 
powering the board of contr to 
fend orders directly to India with- 
out communication with the 
, It Was enacted that, 
that court apport ck committee of 
iecrecy, not to exceed three per 
fons, with whom the board ot 


court 


of director: 


control might communicate thete 


The next obiect of the 
committee was to fill up the blaak 
tor the number of couniellors at 
the different pretidencies, Mayor 
Scott argued againit the number 
five trom the fatal example of gr 
nerar 


~4 . 
)] uc! Se 








— > eS CUS 


FOREIGN 


neral Claveriny, colonel Monfon, 
and Mr. Francis, and recommended 
to the committee to adopt three for 
the number of countellors exclu- 
five of the prelident. ‘This num- 
ber was particularly ot bjected to by 
Mr. Welbore Ellis and Mr. Fran- 
cis, who obferved that the idea of 
a calting voice, the favourite idea 
of major Scott, had original} been 
invented merely with a view to 
cates ot pecull: ul necefhity, 1 in order 
that there might bea fic titious,where 
there could not be a real majority. 
Hitherto the catting voice h: id been 
conlidered as a neceffary provifion 
againit a pothible inconvenience. 
‘the prefent claufe created the in- 
convenience, not for the purpofe 
of correcting it, but to convey a 
power, which, if given at all, 
cught to be given by a direct 
courte, and fecured again AcCle 
dents. <As lony as a council! of 
four was full, the whole power 
would cert ainly vett in the prefi- 
dent, provided he had {kill enough 
to fecure the implicit fupport of 
one of the ether three, But fup- 
poloy his conplaifant friend fhould 
die or quit India, the object of the 
r rulation would be defeated. A 
year and a half mutt at leatt clapie 
) tore a CW Co lle: tere -could come 
to his ete It would be the 
heivhe of ab furdity to tare up this 
unnatural contttution for the prin- 
ciple and bafis of a new govern- 
ment. The idea of major Scott 
was adopted by the chancellor of 
the exehcque r Mr. Dundas next 
moved, that the civil chair, dur- 
ing the abfence of the yovernor 
eeneral, fhould not devolve upon 
thre commander in chief, who was 
next in preeedence, but tothe third 


in fiemonty. In the dittribunon ot 


, . .* 
rink to the commanders in the dit- 
ferent councils, the commander in 
chict in India had orieinally been 


a 
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forgotten by adminittration, It was 
now agreed, by a kind of compro- 
mile, that wherever he was pretent, 
the fubordinate commander fhould 
have a feat in council, but no voice. 
‘The claufe, veiling the nomination 
of the feveral commanders in chief 
at Bengal, Bombay and Madras, 
in the king, was expunged on the 
motion of Mr. Pitt, who declared 
his intention of leaving thefe ap- 
pointments i the hands of the 
company, This meafure received 

e pancgyric of Mr. Dundas, who 
slietyed that it would operate to 
the deilruction ot jealoufy, the 
completing of fubordination, and 
the reitoration of that difcipline, 
vhich only could render our arms 
refpectable in India. The claufe 
refe:ving to the king a negative 
upon the appointments of the di- 
rectors, Was alfo withdrawn by the 
chancellor of the ¢ xchequer. 

The claufe, prohibiting the pro- 
prietors trom refeinding the pro- 
ceedings of the directors, when they 
had already been decided upon by 
the bo ive of control, was read 
next, and was particularly objected 
to by Mr. Dempiter. ‘here are 
few characters among the Britith 
commons, more difti ywrugfhed for 
dignity and independence of judg- 
ment, and integrity of condutt, 


than this gentleman. We are nor 
! > } ‘ les 
able indeed accuratcly to {tate the 


\ 
tabiple of his conduct in the 
aftuirs Of India, and will therefor 
fimply enumerate the leading par- 
ticulars. Mr. Dempite: had ufuall 

gone with the Portlind adminifira 
tion in fupport of their principal 
and characteriltical meafures. Up- 
on the fubject of their India bill, 
he held himfelt neutral, declaring 
that he would not vote againtt his 
confcience tor the throne of Delhi. 
It was a favourite principle with 
him, that however we might talk 
ot 
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of compaflion and fympathy for 
the grievances of the natives ot 
lud 2, a was impotlibie, that ina 
bufinefs fo remote and forcign we 
could really be impre ffed with thefe 
fceling Upon this occafion he 
reinarked, that in his ypinion the 
court of proprictors had more than 
Once eflentially ferved this country, 
and he never would confent to the 
depriving a refpectable body ot 
men of their franchites, vr to the 
refumption of a power that had 
hever been abufed. He begged 
leave to fuggeft to the houfe, what 
he had often thought the beit thing 
that could be done with the terri- 
torial poffellions. He knew this 
country would not litlen to a pro- 
pofition for refloring them to the 
natives ; and proba) they would 
not govern them better than we 
did. ‘To abandon fo large a body 
of our fellow-fubje&s, as were ac- 
tually in India engaged in the Pp r- 
fuits of a laudable induttry, he 
could never confent. He therefore 
wifhed, that the king could be re- 
quetted to fend over one of his 
fons, and make hin fovecreign ot 
that country. We might then en- 
ter into a federal union, and enoy 
all the benefits that could be de- 
rived trom the Eaft by the inhabi- 
tants of Furope, the benefits of 
commerce. The claufe was defend- 


ed by major Seat and Mr, 
, 


amucl 
Smith, who declared that it would 
not change the privileges of the 
court of proprietors from what they 
aftually were ; and at the fame time 
that they would fooner 
fubmit to be deprived of a limb, 


i. 
add \ . 


than confent to trip the court of 


proprietors of any power of whicl 
they had not voluntary 
cethon. When they came to the 
claufes that related to the natix< 
princes and the hereditary farmers, 
they were all withdrawn v the 


\ p* hn wae 


’ 
maue a 
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motion of Mr. Dundas. He ob: 
ferved, that every perfon, at yl] 
converfant with India, would cOon- 
fefs, that for the leviilature to lay 
down rules, which of courle could 
not be departs d from, upon thele 
delicate and complicated fubjedts, 
wo ld be indeed to emba rafs ahd 
unpede the projected melioration, 
The claufes he meant to fub:titurd 
had been fucgeiied to him oY a pers 
fon intimately acquainted with the 
affairs of India, and more perfectl 
inafler of the topic to which he 
had alluded, than perhaps any 
member of that houfe. ‘Ihe clay- 
fes declared, that it was expedient 
that fome affiilance fhould be given 
in the recovery of the ‘ums of mo- 
acy claimed by Britith fubjects 
upon the nabob of Arcot, “and 
therefore enacted, that the court of 
directors fhou!d inititute an en jury 
into the origin and juttice o* the 
demands, and callin the aifittance of 
the preiidencies abroad for complets 
ing the inveitiyation, and for eitabs 
lifting a fund for the difcharge of 
thofe debts to which they fhould 
extend their fanction. ‘Ihe con- 
troverlies of the nabob of Arcot 
and the raja of Tanjour, and the 
grievances of the zemidars were in 
like manner exclufively referred to 
the conlideration of the court of 
direciors. Under the head of pre- 
fents the exception in favour of 
prefents of ceremony was withe 
drawn. 

‘I he committee now proceeded ta 
a part of bill which was ver 
warmly contefied. It had ori 
ginally been fuggetted by Mri 
Eden, to divide it into two parts; 
and to fuffer the bufinefs of the 
judicature to be made a fubject of 
feparate contideration. The idea 


being again urged by Mr. Sheit- 
can, Mr. Pitt exprefied himielt not 
compliance. 


He 


indifpofed to a 
. aiter- 
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afterwards found however, that the 
ttep would be extremely unaccept- 
able to many of hi» triends, and 
of confequence oppoted the mouon 
that was made tor thar purpote hy 
Mr. Sheridan. One ot the firit 
claufes under this head of the bill 
was that, obliging all perfons re- 
turning from India, to give it an ac- 
count ‘of their fortunes upon oath. 
"The int juificorial {pirit of this pro- 
vifion was particularly cenfured by 
Mr, Dempiter and Mr. Eden. To 
compel a perfon to fwear to an in- 
ventory, in order to afford grounds 
of conviction and punifhment againit 
himfelf, was to break th ‘ough a 
firit principle ot facred and eter- 
naliuilice. Ir would have the leatt 
effect whee it was intended to ope- 
The very man, who could 
be guilty peculation or extor- 
tion, Was the man, who would leait 
helitate to make an oath, to putiily 
himielf, and fecure the p Hiction of 
his ill-cotren wealth. ‘Che claule 

was repretented as implying fufpi- 
¢ion, and it was therefore recom- 
mended by Mr. Eden and others, 

that tome difcrimination fhould be 
madg, and not that all perfons fhould 
be equally involved in this odious 


of 
seve 


imputation. It was fueeeiied bv 
Mr. Samuel Smith, that merchants 
in particulgr fhould be exempted, 
and the idea was takea up by Mr. 
Dundas and Mr. Pirr. «But in 
compli ince with the  reprefi ‘tations 


of lord N orth, who areu d, that 
the whole object of the claufe was 
a fevere hardthi ip, and that to 
point it at a few individuals, ora 
aiticular Dékssteeton of nen: eaokd 
be to make it intolera' le, the 
ainendinen: was given up by ad- 
miatttration, For the fame reafen 
the idea of making the perfon take 
the oath, only when required by 
the board of control, or thee ‘ourt 


et! dires Ors, was allo W iuhdrawn. 
17D44 
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It was then moved by Mr. Pitt, 
that perions who had paiied five 
years in India, and accumulated no 
more than soool. or double that 
fum for the next five years, fhould 
be exempted trom all profecution 
on “ Sore of their fortunes. le 
xt fuggeited by Mr. Atkin- 


was 
fet, ¢ that ist cate of ficknefs, it might 
not be practicable for a perion ar- 


riving from India, to give in an 
account upon oath in the {pace of 
two m A power was accord 
ingly conferred or the court of 
exchequer, for extending the term 


amaine 
mithns. 


trom ume to time as they fhould 
fee tit, It had been the original 
idea of the chance llor ot the ex- 


che juer, that this juridiction fhould 


tuke place in twelve months; and 
it had been obiested, that bv that 
means perrons would be deprived 
of the trial by jury; without time 


beine granted them, to choofe whe- 
ther they con- 
dition. © that 
no ace fhould be 
required of any po» vho fhould 
arrive from India before the firft of 
Janu, ry This amendment 
Was equally exp ved to the centure 
ot oppotition, as holding out an 
and a 
hin 


would tubmit to the 
Mr. Pitt now moved, 


mInf UpON Oo hy 
‘ 


(7357. 


in indemnity to 
Vir nl n¢g I 
he athe 


P culators, 
rothem 

ned period, Mr. Sheridan 
remarked that by the bill betore 
the houfe, a perion taking the cath 
would be liable all the days ot his 
life to a tor peijury. 
He could therefore make no tettle- 
ment of his fortune. He could 
not fell mortrage his eftate, as 
no one would have any thing to do 
with a property, which was fill 
liable to conteft and forteiture. In 


to reftirn ve 


prof ee union 


coniequence of this reprefentation 


an amendment was moved, limiting 
the commencement ot a profecution 
to the period of three years, The 
claule, prohibiting the return ofany 

hk perion 
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perfon to India wu: wer certain con- 
ditions, was mitigated by two 
arnendments from the chancellor of 
the exchequer, one of therm exempt- 
ing the officers ot the king from its 
ope ration, and the other permitting 
the reitoation of any perfon, wi ith 
the confent of the directors, and 
three fourths of the court of pro- 
rietors. 

The committee having now come 
to that part of the bill which de- 
feribes the conflitution of the new 
tribunal; Mr. Pitt ttared the amend- 
ments he had to offer in one view. 
As the claufes ttood at prefent, the 
bringing of the accufation, which 
on atormer day had excited a good 
deal of remark and difeuttion, lay 
folely with the attorney general or 
the company. In the room of this 
it was defiened to authorife any 
other perfon or perions to move the 
court of King’s Bench tor an in- 
formation. It was alfo intended to 
give that court power, to iffue com- 
miihons to the courts in India, for 

the purpote of taking 4 eon 09 . 
and thefe de ‘pohtions, together ry 
the records of the difterent Pp 
dencics. were the only teases of 
vV ritten to be allowed. 
Another material alteration regard. 
the tnbund, 


ec tic tormation ot 
to be chofen » till the 


Ir vas not 
wit ania’ *. shat 


vidence 


whole evidence tec 


was capabie of being weve or 


the 
nearer 
ial jury, it 


thought necetlary 
information. ‘To bring it 
to the nature of a {pe 
was intended to be: ap pointes d, partly 
by ballor, d partly by flee tion : 
and the Porn Yr was to have a 
neht to but not pe- 
remptoriy. The right of nomi- 
nating the judges was to be taken 
away the crown, and eacl 
court was to be left to appo unt one 
of its own bench. ‘The latt amend- 


ment weat to the exclulion of ya- 


to lupport 


challer hye, 


trom 
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rious perfons, fuch as the directors 
of the company, and perfons re. 
turning from India, trom the judi. 
cature that was to be ere‘ted., 

On the 26th of July the amend. 
ments were reperted, and on the 
28th the bill paffed the houfe of 
commons. Mr. Francis took a 
general view of the bill in its 
amended itate, and, among other 
things, remarked, with reiped to 
the new judicature, that he pete 
ceived, that, in the apprchention 
ot Mr. pollute, Mr. Martin, al 
other centlemen, this part of the 
bitl had been con derably improv- 
ed by the amendments in the com- 
mittee, and that perfons who had 
originally objected to it were now 
fatistied. He was torry for it; be- 
caufe he wifhed that the principle 
of every meafure, which he deem- 
ed dangerous to the conittitution, 
mivht app. ear at once to the pubhe 
view, undifguifed, in its real fhape, 
and in the colours that belonged 
to it. They deceived theinfelves 
grofsly, who im: iwined that what 
was effe ntially wrong, could ever 
be formally right. Mr. Sheridae 
treated the alterations that the bill 
had undergone with a high degree 
ot ridicule, He remarked that 
twenty-one new claufes were added, 
which were diinguifhed by the 
letters of the alphabet ; and he ree 
queited fome gentleman to fuggelt 
three more, in order to complete 
the horn-book of the prefent mi 
niitry. The old claufes were now 
degraded, and were placed in black 
letter at the bottom of the page 
mourning for the folly of their 
and the flovenly manner 
in which the bill was drawn. He 
faid that the whole bill was a 
contention of two parties, the 
crown and the company, to over- 
reach each other. ‘The company 
remonitrated againit the firit bill, 

" becautle 


yarents, 
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becaufe orders were to be tranfinitred 
to India without their cont ent. 
pleafe them, the see or of the 
exchequer had - fuffercs them to 
have a fecret committee of three 
direetors. But the company were 
pot a whit nearer, for the cominiitee 
were {worn to fecrefy. They might 
be prefent at a court of dire. tors, 
and fee and hear meafures carrying 
on, and regulations propofe:', dia- 
metrically. oppofire to what they 
knew had been adopted by the boa d 
of control. without being able to 
apply any other remedy than a tod, 
or a wink, or a fhake ot the head, 
to intimate that they knew fme- 
thing that they dared port divulge. 
Mr. Fox was particularly poinied 
in his invective, and aftirn.ed, that, 
when he combined th's meafure 
with the bill of relief, when he con- 
fidered the wanton prodigal) ty of 
the latter, and that the former had 
been fo totally altered as to have 
loft fight of the principle upon 
which ic had been introduced, he 

could not but be of opinion, that, 
infead of eftablifhing a good and 
flurary Englifh government of 
ludia, the tendency of the prefent 
meafures was to facrifice every thing 
tothe Eatt India company, to bar- 
ter all thar was dear to us tor the 
corrupt influence and under-hand 
fupport ot the prefent sdminittra- 
tion, and to eftablifli an Indian 
verament of the ifland ot Great 
Britain. 

The bill final ly paffed the houfe 
of Commons on the 2eth of July, 
anc was carried up to the lords, and 
read a firft time on the day tollow- 
int. Inthis houfe it was expoted 
toa very vigorous oppofition, though 
lord Loughborough, the principal 
leader in the m inority, and to whom 
the invettigation of that part of the 
biil that related to the judicat ure 


et 


gO- 


waturally fell, was neceflarily abtent 
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upon the duries of his ftaiion. The 
principal ipeakers againit the mea- 
{ure were the earl ot Carlille and 
lord vifcount Stormont. The latter 
took OCes fien to animadvert upon 


the principle ot ‘eniority eftablifhed 
in the bill before the houfe, This 
rule was perdiculs rly ill fuited to the 
critical potiure of affairs, and the 


circumftances characte ning our fie 


tuadon in India. It would damp 
the ardour of emulanuon, check the 
rifing 1 ivit of the youth nos in 


fink genius and 
ily to the level of dulnefs 
at a moment when 
it extraordina y talents were 
neccilaryv, to raife us from our in- 
auipicious and ru'ned condition. 
T he comman of the black troops, 
differing widely as they did from 
Europeans in language, in manners, 
and in religion, wus a fitu tlon, 
which nothing but wifdom and ex- 
perience could fit an officer to hold 
with honour to him‘elf, and advan. 
tage to his principals. Hitherto 
young men, anxious to acquire rank 
in the fervice, and eager in the pur- 
fuit of an honeft ambition, made it 
a cuftom to mix with the fepoys, to 
fainiliar'ze themielves to thei pre- 
jud'ces, to fludy their partialities, 
and learn how they might beft be 
induced te feel a common intereft 
with then Ruropean commander. 
Had fuch a claufe, as that upon 
which he animadverted, been in ef- 
fect in India, when lord Clive firg 
entered into the company’s fervice, 
it would not at this day have been a 
fubject for parliamentary di {cuffion, 
how the government of ‘Indi 1a could 
moft beneficially be regulated; for 
cvery inch of our territorial acqui- 
fitions would long fince have been 
loft to this country. Lord Sror- 
mont animadverted upon the rape 
of recal in the board ol contr il, 
by no means a fufficient check on 


K 2 the 


Alia, we: dipping 
ac tive »! 
and incapecuy, 


the m: 
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the company’s fervants in India. eA 
power o1 recal, when it was to ope- 
rove on amibafladors at the Hague, 
at Paris, or Madrid, might be \ih- 
cacious, becaufe the operation would 
be fhort, and the etlect immec jute, 
Buewhen the dittance of mme and 
slice was fo great as from hence to 
Fi lia, it would ibe tothe lai degree 
fruitlefs and impotent. 
He contratted the 
the pew tribunal with the high com- 
miffion court, and the court of flar 
chamber, tribunals originally intro- 
duced for pega ‘le purpotes, but 
which from the various powers and 
pre rogatives they encro _ had be- 
at lait fo untverfa 
opp! on: 
with 


{ 


Curous 
injultice 
common 


and abo- 


come 
for tyranny, 
and defpcnitin, that 
conent they were decricd 


lithed. The cate of militry and 
naval men, whieh had been alluded 


to, wa. notin point ‘They eiteem- 
ed it a a Vantage to be tricd by 
nen of honour in their own protet- 
fion. ‘1 hey dreaded the untympa 

thetc prejudi ices of 4 CoMmMOn 1 rv, 

and they confidered martial law xs 
one of their molt glorious and ima. 
Puable diiiinctions, 

Lord Thurlow detended the mea- 
fure with greit politencis and can- 
To the obsection of lord 
Stormont, that the bill was inade- 
quare to its object, he was reacy to 
accede, and to acknowlege that he 
was ef the fyme opinion. He own- 
ed he had withed the meature to 
have much ta ther, and to 
hate been fraucht with more ener- 
uy. But the sious detne to ae- 
Com wodate te public prejudices had 
incuced others to differ trom him, 
and to wifh to molli v, and 
opinion, weaken the regulations, ra. 
ther than give them a harfh ond 
vere alpect, le admitted the prin. 
ciple upon which lord Stormont had 
reafoned, that the only Way to ob- 


aqour, 


Zou 


. in his 


ic- 
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tain what was wanted in Ind‘a, Wry 
to make a itrony covernment there 
amenable to a tt: il ttronger govern. 
menr at home. He achnowlewed 
ths it the princ); ices femiority mig ght 
damp the ardour of youth, ‘berd af. 
firmed, th: at the benefits that would 
refult from’ tr outweighed j its difad. 
vantuges. He betlowed great ap- 
pl iute upon the hew court of Judh 
cuture.e He admatied, th it, had the 
appointment of the court laid With 
the crown, he thould have been ful} 
as well pleafed, fince ir was there 
that the contlitution clearly meaned 
every part of the excet utlve power 
to rett, amd fince he was de ccidedly 
oO opin: On, tThatcevery man, cop. 
fcious of meat ing to do what Was 
rry rhyr, oug ‘hrio detpi ife the fu! pi Clon 
of fim&ecr monves. He concluded 
with afk ng, Iflord Storin, ontthought 
the prefe it clautes too fevere, what 
tdea he mot have entertained of his 
poor project upon the fubject, had 
it flood Upon paper initead of the 
prefent bibl ? 

Sut the minority, though vigo- 
rous 1M fpirit and ab lity, were Cx: 
tremely teeble in their numbers: 
and the debate, in che remaining 
finyes of the bill, was principa ily 
taken up wih the exceprions that 
were expreiied by the triends of ad- 
mihilration againft the provifions of 
the bill. The duke of Richmond 
was {tll of opinion, as he had ever 
been, that the court of directors 
was the power beft calculated to go 
vern Indias They were more 

cutlomed to the diiquifition of Afia- 
tic que {tac iNan the minillers of 
the fovcreign, und they had no 
other object fo divert their attentions 
On the other hand, he thought that 
the appointment of the commanders 
inchief ought to remain with the 
crown, fo long as it was found ne 

eflary to en ploy any part of the 
ere forces in the peninfula of 


Tadiae 


ace 
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fodia. Lord Hawke was difplested 
with the dife enees Uctween the na- 
bob of Arcot and the raja ot ‘Tan- 
jour being referred to the court of 
directors, who were parties in the 
cafe, and moved a, amencumeat, 
referring the en puiry to the board 
of «i trol. Lord Cameltford dif- 
approved of the claufes pre »hi! 
the acceptance ot pretents, forbis 
ding the return to India of hols 
who had once ferved the company, 
and oblig t 1g | perfons to vive in an 
‘nventory of their prope ‘ity upon 
oath. He faid the on ic at large 
were very unjuft in their cenfure of 
thofewho returned from India. He 
knew many perfons, who returned 
with large fortunes, and at the fame 
time with characters that flander 
could not traduce. We inttanced 
in the founder ot bis family, who 
had never had his fupertor in juftice 
and integrity, and of whole name 
und re pura m he was as pre ud, as 
ot the patrimony he inherited from 
his patriotic induttry and public ex- 
The bill pafled the houle 
of lords on the 9th day of Aucaft, 
and was tollowed by : ) protett, from 
the dukes ot P ortand and Devon- 
fhirc, together with the earls of 
{holm ondeley, Northington and 
Carlile. one obje: ted to it, as in- 
effectual in its provifions, unjuft in 
its inquilit rial fpirit, and unconfti- 
tutional, as abolihing, In Certain in- 
flances, the trial b y jury. 

We are now brow: oht in the courfe 
of our narrative to a fcene more ex- 
traordin: ity, and perhaps more wot- 
thy of she "dif lay aution of the ph'- 
lofopher, than any of thofe tranf- 
actions of a more extenfive nature 
that we have hitherto treated. We 
have feveral times bad occafion to 
fpeak of the c. pricioufnefs of popu- 


iting 


erik nS. 


larity, and to thow how little truth 
there, is in that maxim, which af- 
always in 


kre, that the people are 





judgment, on the part 
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the right We have feen men, of 
the 2 cut ft ab jarke %» and ot whofe 
virtues Many have tet the mit un. 
doubied perfuafion, expofed to the 
tmoft cifapprobstion and odium,. 
In the inance we have now to re-_ 
late, this creumilan c is to ve ils 
luiirated ina ting) individual, by 
po means Ini¢rws any of thote 
to whom we have alluded Ik Calle 
not be denied, that in all thefe in- 
flances there has been fome impo- 
licy, and fomething of what we 
have heard denomivated want of 
of the fut- 
terer. With an eloquence, with 
which all that remains of antiquity 
muft lofe in the competition, Mr. 
jurke, it feems, comttaed a little 
too much of irequency, and a little 
too much of prolixity. With much 
fenfibility aod humanity of difpo- 
fition, he was known requently to 
err from want of temper, and-he was 
led, in a few inftances, into a line 
of conduct that muft at leaf be 
fivied unfortunate. Thefe circum. 
fiances, in fome me ifure, but not 
completely, account the degree 
in which he was now overborne and 
decried. Something muft be im- 
puted to that {pecies of fore fiehe 
and poli cy, hich feizes the tide of 
human opinion in its enfi 
troufly renders ic fubfervient to its 
Af lions. There 1s fomewhat fo un- 
foothing and undcfiral le, in the Op- 
pofition of a man, of the firtt rank 
of abilinies, and who is by no means 
remarkable for moderation and re- 
ferve in his attacks, that it mut 
perhaps be confefled, however dif- 
paraging it be to Our common nae 

ure, that itis fearcely in humanir y 
to*retufe the means, whatever they 
are, that are in a manner thruft 
upon a minift " of difarming the 
lion of his fan 

Early in aly, the chancellor of 


the exchequer acquainted the houfe 
K 3 


,» nd de X- 
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of commons with the arrival of fir 
Elijah Impey, chief judge of the fu- 

reme court of judicaturc at Bengal, 
who had been recalled by the fove- 
reign in purfuance to an addrefs of 
that houfe. Upon this oceation Mr. 
Burke remarked, that the refolu- 
tions upon this fubject had been 
ori inally moved by fir Adam Fer- 
gufon and general Richard Smith, 
neither of whom were in the prelent 

arliament. ‘The butisefs there- 
sae might be confidered as devolv- 
ing upon him, as properly as upon 
any other member of the houle. 
He muft however decline it as im- 
=. able. Perhaps impeachment 
J 


efore the houfe of lords was the 
proper way of procce ine upon 
the charge which had already re 


cctved the tanchon e commons. 


lt fo, what hope ot fuces 5 Could 
. . * , 

He, AN MWyulvVidual, V6 wu O Cii- 
tertain, W hen the nob! in, Who 
; , 
would b the pret t itobrhe ce Int, 


had exprefsty declared, with -re- 
fpect to the reports in which the 
proceeding originated, that he re- 
garded them no more than the 


hi lorvy of Robinfon Crufoe? Ee 
heeged therefore to refer ihe be- 
finef{fs to the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, whofe dury it was, as 


y 
the minilter and the repref 


: . 
of the reft of the kir vy $ iervants, 
to enforce the reiolutions of the 


houfe ref{pectin fir 
' J , , ' 

rather than that of any privat 

individual member of parliament. 


Mr. Pit however totally and ut 


-_~ 
< 
~-_s< 


CUIVOK ally declined any concern 
m the affair. 

But there was nothing that fat 
more uncahly upon Mr. Burke, 
the general difcredit into 
which the reports of the cemmit- 
tees for enquiring tnto the afairs of 
Dodi had fallen. It could not be 
coubred, but that much that was 


than 


irteyul.r, ang much that was dif- 
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graceful to the Britifh name, had 
been tranfacted in that country, 
Mr. Burke was clearly of opinion, 
that more of thete oppreifious and 
barbarities were to be traced t 
Mr. Haftings in particular than t 
any other individual in India, 
But all hope ot bringin this man 
to judgment, and ali hope, as Mr, 
Burke believed, of guarding againg 
fimilar enormities in future, va. 
nifhed along with the authenticity 
and credit of thefe vouchers. To 
arreit, if poffible, the current of 
popular opinion, which threatened 
tinally to fweep them away, Mr. 
Burke moved, on \ edneiday the 


25th of July, previoutly to the 
third reading of the bill for re. 
gulating the aflaurs ot India, “ ‘That 


the houfe would, on Monday next, 
relolve itielf into a committee to 
inquire into the facts contained in 
the reports relative to the mifzo- 
vernments of India.” He {aid 
that he was not furprifed that re 
ports of the laft parliament fhould 
be ifregarded by the pretent : but 
he was truly aitonifhed, that the 
refult of enquiries undertaXen at 
the expre {s defire ot the king in 
from the throne two 
years ago, fhould be treated with 
fo much difrefpeét, by men who en- 
tertained the higheft vencratinn for 
every thing, that at all related to 
majcity, For himfelf, he felt that 
was no middle way in the 


=. P ' 
ls i pee id 


tr 


butinefs, and that his charatter 
was at finke. If, as had been 
fuegetted, the reports were mere 
fables, they were indeed calumnies 


ot the moft bold and unprincipled 
nature, and he himfelf was an in- 
famous calumniator. ‘This was aa 
age remarkable for its good hue 
mour, its complaifance, and its ac 
commodating temper. Perhaps 
thefe amiable and engaging qua 
litics never fhone with more aitio 
guilhed 
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guifhed luftre than in the prefent 


freafurer of the navy. Mr. Dun- 
das was 2 parentas well as himfelf, 
with regard to the two fets of re- 

rts, though his were of more 
ignoble origin. ‘The mother of 
humbler birth had borne the more 
numerous offspring, w hile his hoe 
nourable coadyutor, like the lione!s, 
who, being the royal beatt, bore 
but onc wheip at atime, had. pro- 
duced a letier brood, but of a bolder 
ftamp, and of Cxineaies a more 
vigorous conflitution. ‘This gen- 
tleman had proved himfelf able to 
defeat the wifdom of Solomon, even 
in the extraordinary trial icene, 
which that wife ruler had cauted 
to be acted before him. He had 
feen his child held up, and the 
drawn feymitar lifted to divide it, 
without moving a mufcle, or dil- 
covering the {malleft emotion. Not 
fo with him. ‘The fpectacle was 
too much for his feelings. He 
could not bear th@ horrid fight. 
But when the executioner had held 
his infant in the air, and was pre- 
paring to divide the body, from the 
nape of the neck to the end of the 
chine, ke had intercepted his arm, 
and cried, ** Stop your flagitious 
hand! Fell tyrant, tay! I am 
his parent! The child is mine, 
and innocent! 


Adfum qui feci, in me convertite 
Aire, " 


Mr. Dundas moved the order of 
the day. 

Deteated in this meafure, on the 
30th infant Mr. Burke brought 
forward a ftring of motions, in- 
tended as a foundation for an en- 
quiry into the conduct of Mr. 
Haflings. The firft of thefe re- 


lated to the inftructions to Mr. 
Brittow refpecting Almas Ali Khan. 
This, and that which immediately 
followed it, were feconded by ma- 
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jor Scott. When Mr. Burke role 
to make his third motion, he was 
interrupted by the chancellor of 


the exchequer. Mr. Pitt atked, 
How did that houfe, as a houle of 
parliament, know as a fact the 
tranfactions upon Ww hich Mr. Burke 
grounded his motions? If the 
motions pafied, from what ofhce 
were the papers expected to pro- 
ceed? To relieve the houfe from 
the difficulties into which this pro- 
ceeding would inevitably throw it, 
he faid, he would move the order of 
he day. 

This interruption called forth all 
the energy and enthufiafm of Mr, 
Burke. The infenfibility of go- 
vernment to the foul enormities, 
lateiy perpetrated, and ftill perpe- 
trating, by our countrymen tn the 
kait was truly fhocking. He de- 
precated ‘the day that the know- 
ledve of them had come to his 
mind. The miferable objects it 
exhibited, countries extirpated, pro- 
vinces depopulated, cities and na- 

ions overwhelmed in one mafs of 
dettruction, conitantly dwelt on his 
imagination, The cries of the 
native Indians were never out of 
his ears. ‘The facts of which, un- 
der the direction of parliament, he 
was obliged to inform himfelf, had 
left on his mind an impreffion of 
horror, which frequently deprived 
him of fleep, and night and day 
preved upon his peace. The reality 
of the reports had been impeached 
indeed, but in a way which evi- 
dently fhowed the impeachment was 
only made to ferve a purpofe, but 
never meaned to provoke a trial. 
Whry would not the men who had 
contradicted them come forward 
and fupport their allegations? He 
would meet them with alacrity on 
the fpot, and in the moment was 
prepared to put the truth of every 
itatement in feventeen volumes of 
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163 BRITIS 
reports to the tet. Oh! he ex- 
claimed, what would he not rfque 
to find all the fcenes of horror, to 
which no defcription was equal, 
nothing but a fiction ® It would be 
to him a di covery more precious 
and erateful than the diicovery o! 
a ac World. ¢ wifhed it for the 
honour , trom fympa- 
thy ton pions of hoy che 15 indivi 

duals, and from an anxiety which 
he had long felt to retrieve this 
houfe, this country, this genera. 
tion, and even this company, from 
Why did 
iccret, 
in « ump: Ton to mankind reveal it ¢ 
He patie tically pi lied the fubrje ‘t 
upon the chancellor of the exche- 
quer. He faid, that Mr. Pitt fat 
upon the bench, and that God, 
whoie works were defaced, man, 


to beecary, 


manit' 


xecration. 


itary and c 
not they who poll fled the 


who had been reduced 
and Bi hote | 
ceived 
him for jutlice. 


account for the 


tain, W onour haa re- 


an inde! 
How was he 
infentibiliry ot the 
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minifter, at a time of life whe 
compaffion was in its prime! ye 
had not furely, like major Scott, 
undertaken an agency which jp 
would be difhonour in any degree 
to relinquith. Mr. Burke, perfid. 
ing in preifing the fubject upon the 
houic, was called down by \jr, 
William Grenville, and at length, 
in fpite of his pertinacity, pin 
overpowered by the loud and cop. 
tinual clamour that was made ip 
opp »fition to him. 

Ga the soth of Augufl, it was 
moved by general Burgoyne, * That 
ali papers relative to the imprifon- 
Inent of fir John B irroyne, lately 
command'ng on the coait ot Coro- 


OR By Ey a 
mandecl, be Jaid pefore the houfe,” 


The general, however, was in. 
formed by Mr. Dundas and the 


fecrctary at war, that the bufinefs 
was taken up very ferioufly by go. 
vernment, to whom it properly 


belonged, and in confe juence of 
thele affurances, he was induced te 
withdraw his motion. 
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an artention « uring the fef- 
hon of which we are treating, as 
the regulations that were adopted 
upon the tubject of {muggling, and 
particularly the act of parliament, 
commonly called the commutation 
act. We have already noticed the 
appointment, early in the lait fef- 
tion of the precesling parlaument, 
of a comm (tee to en jure Into the 


fo eencral 


Hlieit practices ufed in defrauding 
the revenue. ‘his committee de- 





P. 





Crotl Lift, Fi 
Throne. 





Vill, 





Commutation A&G. 


Low . Unfund> 
, . . 7 } 
PCr ies o; cell hai . 


> ? _* L > 
Refi Palion ef {ke 





livered in, in the courfe of the fef- 
fion, as the refule of their ingu 
ries three reports, in which the 
fubject was entered into at great 
detail, and which were regarded as 
exhibiting very important matter 
tor the melioration of the revenue. 
On the rith of February, a refo- 
lution had been moved by Mr. 
Eden, chairman of the committee, 
and feconded by Mr. Beautoy, de 
claring “ that the ibicit pr actice 
had greatly increaied, that the pubs 
lic 
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fe revenue was defrauded to the 
ey ent of vot lels than two millions 
ver annum, and that thele enor 
mities and national loties merited 
the early and jerious aticnton of 
parliament.” 
Soon after the meeting of the 
row parliament, the fubject of thefe 
reports, and of the laws 3 1 being 
jor the prevent on of Te reling, 
was referred to a committee of the 
whole houfe. On the 2d of June, 
this commitice was moved by the 
chencellor of the exchequer tor 
leave to bring iy a bill for the more 
effectual prevention ot imuggling. 
‘The objects of this bill were, to ex- 
tence the diflance from thore at 
which feizures fhould be lawful, 
to prohibit the building veliels ot 
a certain dimention and the arm- 
ing them beyond a certain extent, 
and to introduce other regulations 
tending to the fame general object. 
In the committee upon this bill, 
which fat on the rath of July, a 
great number of amendments were 
introduced by the chanccllor ot the 
exchequer, fome of the moit ims 
portant ot which had been fug- 
getied by Mr. Eden. A contider- 


abl e debate took pl. ce on the re gue 


lations, rendering the owners ot 


the mifcon- 
of the mariners, which had 
been originally introduced by the 
bills of +779, and 17 78 , and which 
were preie: ved by the preient mea- 
fure. ‘Lhe injuftice ot t is provie 
fon was urged by Mr. V ilbertorce 
and Mir, Beautoy, who remarked, 
that its tendency, by making the 
fault of the dervants to redound 
upon the matter, was’ to annex im- 
punity to guilt, and puniflment to 
innocence ; and that the hardfhip 
fell entirely upon the fair trader, 
to the exclufion ot fuch as were 
concerned in articles of illicit com- 
merce. Mr. Baiing and Mr. Rich- 


flips. amenable for 


duct 
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ard Atkinfon, ovo gentlemen ex- 
teniively concerned in COMMMETCE, 
declared, th ttuch was the iniqui- 
ty of laws, that they were 
determined as ioon as poliibie to 
ceale to have any concern in the 
article of thipping, and that the 
general refolution of the merchants 
vi London was iimilar to their 
own, jhe ipirit of the provilions 
was defended by Mr. Arden ond 
Mr. Macdonald, In confequence 
however of the reprefentations that 
were made Mr, | itt brought up a 
clauie, the object of which was to 
have it declared by a jury previ- 
oufly to trial, whether the circum- 
tances attendant on the feifure of 
a veffel, fhould be perfitied in and 
protecoted to forfeiture in the court 
ot exchequer. Mr. Pitt had ftated 
the diltance trom thore at whicha 
feifure fhould be contidered as legal 
at four leagues. Upon this an 
amendment was moved by captain 
Macbiide, extending it to fix 
leayues. At the tame time a claufe 
was brought up by Mr. Eden, in 
cuneert with the chancellor of the 
exchequer, providing for the ine 
demnity of fuch offences as fhould 
have been committed previoutly to 
the bill’s having x pafled into a law. 

In the anit of June, the com- 
mittee for taking into confideration 
the reports was moved by Mr. Pitt, 
to come toa number of refolutions, 
previ. ut! y to the introduc ‘tion of a 
bill tor repealing the dutics on tea, 
aml granting to the crown other 
duties upon that article, together 
with feveral additional duties os 
windows, On the Sthof July, the 
committee was farther moved e 
Mr. Rofe, fecret tary to the trea- 


thet e 


fury, to come to feveral refolutions 
refpecting the importation of cocoa 
nuts ond coftec, and for repealing 
the inland duties of excife on thofe 
arches. 


Thefe refolutions were 
made 
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made the fubiect of an inftruction 
to the gentlemen appointed to pre- 

re the bill we have mentioned, 
in order to their provifions being 
included in that meafure. The 
propolition was in a good degree 
founded on the ideas fuggeited in 
the reports of the felect committee, 
who hed pointed it out as an eli- 
gible meafure to reduce the duties 
én tea, and to fubftitute in heu of 
them an impolituion on windows. 
They had even entered into a cal- 
culation refpecting the proportions 
that ought to be preferved under 
éich of thefe heads, thouch ther 
Calculations were by no meins 
plicitly adopted by the chancellor 
of the exchequer. Since however, 
wn confequence of the jabours of 
thefe gentlemen, the merits of the 
fubject were contiderably ‘nder- 
ftood, Mr. Pitt did not enter into 
a laboured elucidation of them. 
The amount of the pretent revenue 
upon tea, he ttated at between 
700,000]. and &» ,cool. ‘t was 
his intention not to raile upon that 
article in future more than 169,ocol. 
fo that ‘he reduction to be provided 
for by the new fubstitute, was at 
leat equivalent to 6 o,oocl. ‘The 
benefits he profeffed to have in view 
were princtpally, the chee , Or ra- 
ther the ablolute de: ruction of the 
{muggling trade; the advantage in 
the firtt place, of the Fait India 
company, who, inc nfequ nee of 
this meafurc, would find vent 


? ‘ ® 
for 13,000,9°0 pounds of tea, In- 


im- 


find a 


ficad of <,500, 20, and, in the fe- 
cond to the nation in ceneral, tin 

befide the immediate intereit we 
had in their pro{perity, the com- 
pany would be cnabled to take up 
twenty more lorve thins, and fad 


employ nent 

feamen. 
The meafure was reccived in its 

Grit introduStion, with a contider- 


ter 2000 addi! 





BRITISH AND 





able degree of favour and applauf 
by all fides of the houfe. The 
chancellor of the exchequer in par- 
ticular received the compliments of 
Mr. alderman Newnham and Mr, 
Dempiter; the latter of whom 
however remarked, that only one 
circumftance could have made him 
approve of the plan that had jut 
been opened more highly than he 
did; and that was, firit to have 
feen a petition on the table from 
the Eatt-India company, praying 
that the plan might be ad pted, 
Mad that been the cafe the com- 
pany would gladly have contracted 
with the pubhe to fupply them at 
the prices tiated in the calculation 
et the chancellor of the exchequer, 
He allo expretled himfelf defirous 
that the tax micht be optional, as 
taxes of a fimilir nature were in 
Holland. ‘i his idea was condemn- 
ed by Mr. Jenkinfon. Mr Eden 
was particularly difpleafed with the 
miniler for having afferted in his 
{peech, that the plan before the 
houfe was in a great degree new; 
and Mr. Sheridan remarked, that 
this was fo tar from being true, 
that, if Mfr. Pitt had afked for them, 
he would have civen him two bills, 
drawn upon the fubject during 
the exittence of the late admini- 
(iration, 

‘The bill was not intro!uced to 
the houie, till the 3oth of July, 
aud it underwent fome alteration 
In its priaciple, in confequence of 
amendments offered to the houfe 
by the chancellor of the exchequer. 
In the debate that took place on 
its report from the committee on the 
rcth of Auguit, it by no means 
experieneed the fame indulgence 
that had been extended to it at its 
frit introduction. It was fupport- 
ed by alderman Newnham, alder- 
man Watfon, and Mr. Hainet. 
It encountered the difapprobation 


. 
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of Mr. Milnes, fir Edward Aftley, 
fir Charles Bamptield, who 
rtalne d too much con- 
or to be Wisling 


and 
however ¢n 
fidence in the mint 


to give a ferious in erraption ‘o his 
neafures. ‘The opp ofition of Mr. 
lollitie was more decoded. Mr. 


Kden declared, that, now that he 
faw the pla in in deta! , his expec- 
tations of its practic: ab i ity and pro- 
ductivenels were much narrowed 
inc mmparifon of. his idea of the 
feafibility of the meature, which 
had been recommended in the re- 
port of the {elect committee. Mr. 
Fox ridiculed the attempt ‘ot the 
minifler to have the meafure conhi- 
dered in the light of a commuta- 
tion. It was unjyuil and oppreilive, 
to take off a tax upon a luxury, 
and to fubilitute in its ttead a tax 

on what was indiipentibly ne- 
ceflary. He afked what connexion 
there was between an impott upon 
teaand an impott upon windows. 
The coniumption ot fpirituous h- 
quors was an article of fmuggling, 
which equally demanded the atten- 
tion of parliament with the con- 
fumption of tea, But jno man 
could look at the idea of carrying 
the principle of the bli to this ex- 
tent, without feeling a horror at 
its abfurdity. Spirits were a lux- 
ury tll more than tea, and to tax 
all defcriptions of men as the pre- 
fent bill did, beeaufe they might 
drink ‘pirits in their h wufes if they 
chofe it, was ftomething too fae 
grant to be thought on for a mo- 
ment. If the principle of this bill 
were to be admitted, we had not been 
fo much obliged to the Eait India 
company as had been pretended, 
fince, without having recourfe to 
their infrument: ality, we might at 
all times have obtained the fame 
revenue upon our houfes and our 
windows. It was added. that the 


India trade, inftead of being ad- 
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vantaceous to the Britifh navy, was, 
through the operation of climate, 
confidered by the bett judges as 
inimical to it. Mr. Courtenay 7 Box 

a comparifon between the bill now 
before the houie and ‘he gabelle or 
falt tax in France. ‘There an im- 
poft was laid upon that article, and 
every man was obliged to take and 
pay for a certain quantity, whe~ 
ther he wanted it or not. As the 
prejent adminiftration had attempt- 
ed to elevate the commons of Eng- 
land to the fame rank, and snvei 
them with the fime franchiles as 
the parliaments of France, it was 
perfectly confiitent in them to in- 
troduce a fimilar principle of taxa 
tion. ‘The tendernefs and benig- 
nity of the chancellor of the ex- 
cheque? was evident. Such a hap- 
py precedent would have the beft 
effect and prevent all murmurin 
and difcontent. For, why fhould 
Engliiimen complain, when they 
were confidered as entitled to the 
fame treatment with the mott po- 
lite and diitinguifhed nation in the 
world? Mr. Fox however would 
not admit that the cafes of the 
commutation and the gabelle were 
at all parallel. The former clearly 
related to a luxury, which was no 
way conducive to health. Sait on 
the contrary was a neceflary, and 
theretore it was far lefs oppreffive 
to oblige all the fubjects of France 
to purchafe a given quantity of 
that commodity than to compel all, 
perfons, whether they drank tea 
or not, to pay a tax for it. 

Mr. Pitt replied. He obferved, 
in anfwer to a recommendation of 
Mr. Fox for deterring the fubje& 
to another feilion, that it did not 
admit of delay, To defer it was 
to give notice to the imucgler 
when the battle wee he begin. Ie 
was to fay to him, “ You fee we 
deal like men of pesitials we give 
you 
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you fix months to complete your 
traffic. Redouble your diligence, 
work double tides, for atter fix 
months you can {muggle no more.’ 
Not more than one half of the 
commodity confumed paid any duty 
at all, that half would foon ‘be re- 
duced to a third, and the third toa 
fourth. He called upon Mr, Eden 
as chairman of the felect commit- 
tee, to declare whether, from what 
he ‘knew of the fubject, he dared 
count upon tea as a permanent ob- 
ject of revenue. It was eaty to 
argue in favour of Raking the new 
tax optional. But the prefent fiate 
of the revenue and public credit 
did not permit him to barter a cer- 
tainty for an unc ertainty. He was 
obliged to felect an object upon 
which he could build the mot en- 
tire and confiderrt expectation ; and 
with thé invaluable benefits that 
would refult from this meafure to 
the public, he was ready to rifque 
any unpopularity it might occa- 
fion, notwithflanding the ind lufiry 
Ww it} hwhich popul: ir odium was @X- 
cited againit it, ‘The oppe fit on 
divided the houfe upon the quvef- 
tion for recommittine the bill, ayes 
40, nocs 14°, majority 0% 

On the 1fth of Auguft, the bill 


was carried up to the Hern ot 


fords. It was oppofed by lord 
Loughborough and lerd Stormont. 
The former of thefe noblemen en- 
tered minutely into the fubject, and 
reprefented the facrifice of amottcli- 
gible object of taxation, and an ob ject 
that produced to the revenue near 


a million ferling, as a meafure of 


He 
up, it 


the mott ruinous tendency. 
obferved that once given 
could never be igcovere, » and that 
five times the quantity of tea fold 
yearly that bad foriwer! y been fold, 
would not produce an equal reve- 
nuc atthe new dutv. ‘The whole 
confumy puon of K.urope, by the 
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beft accounts, did not amount tg 
an average of more than 19,000,009 
pounds. He ftated it as a mof 
pa pable error, to fuppofe that the 
prefent meafure would effect the 


annihilation of fmugegling. In. 
cluding the i2) per cent. new 
duty, the five per cent. mercantile 


profit allowed to the Eatt India com 
pany, and 74 per cent. diticrence 
upon the ex pence ot the nav ifae 
tion of our rivals n this comme ree, 
the profit that (ail remained to ing 
duce the fmugeler to continue his 
trade was 25 per cent. 

The bill received the royal af. 
fent at the clote of the fe‘fion, 
At the fame time, befide the two 
we have mentioned, a third bill 
paffed into a law, for the regula, 
tion of the duties upon bi itith fpi- 
rits, and to. difcontinuc, for a 
limited time, certain impotts upon 
rum and fpirits imported from the 
Wett Indies Thefe three bills 
comprehended the whole, plan of 
the chancellor of the exchequer 
npon che fubject of fmuggling, fa 
tar ac 1t was new fubmitted to par- 
liament. 

On the 3cth of June, Mr. Pitt 
opened to the shoufe of commons 
the bufinefs of the loan. The 
tum that had been found necefliry 
to be borrowed, was 600,000]. For 
- purpofe of borrowing this fum, 

> chancellor of the exc chequer 
diftribueed the moncy-lenders into 
two claffes. ‘Ihe terms finally 
sgveed upon were rool. at three 
per cent, sol. at four per cent, 
five fhillings and fix pence of a long 
annuity, and three fifths ot a lot- 
tery ticket, for every hundred 
pounds advanced. The difference 
between the two fets of bidders was 
a difference of fix pence upon the 
fubject of the long annvity, and 
the party finally -rejected included 
in its numbers Mr. eee 
Ine 












hinfon: Mr. Pitt apologifed at 
confiderable length for the unpo- 
pular fervice in Which he was 


engaged of negociating a loan, 
and introducing new taxes to pay 
the wen of thar loan in a year 0! 
ace. tie had however one con- 
folation in thefe circum/ftances, that 
he found the undefirable neceifity 
created to his hands and was not 
the author of it. it was not per- 
mitted him to ¢ecl'ne from motives 
of perfonal | fecurity the irkfoine 
bufinefs of winding up the accounts 
of the war, and endeavouring (0 re- 
inftare the proiperity ot the finan- 
ces of Britain’ He faid, he had 
atted through the whole affair up- 
on the principles he had always 
protefled, and he affured the houfe 
that not one fhillimg of the loan 
was referved by him. The inde- 


pendent and impartial conduct of 


Mr. Pitt in this inilance was 
thought entitled to confiderable 
commendation. ' 

But this was not the only opera- 
tion of finances which prefied uoon 
the chancellor of the exche juer tor 
the prefent year. His atteation 
was next claimed by the unfunded 
debt, the amount of which in navy 
bills was 13,00c,ocol. and in ord- 
nance debentures +,00c,o0o]. more. 
Mr. Pitt obterved that he had been 
defirous of 
this fun immediately, but that he 
had found that fuch a procceding 
would have materially aflected the 
price of tlock andenbancedthe terms 
of the loan. He had therefore 
been obliged to compound the bu- 
fincfs, and to content himfelf to 
fund no more for the prefent 
than 6,600,0001. He had always 
been of opinion that a four per 
cent. flock was better for the 
country than a three per cent, 
and a five per cent, better than 
a four per cent, ‘Lhe ground of 
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funding the whole of 





is 
his opinion was, that in all our 
operations of finance we ought to 
have in view a plan of :edemp- 
tion. Gradually to redeem and ex 
tinguith our debt, would ever be the 
puriuit of a wife and well regulated 
govcrnment; and the public ought 
upon no account to be taught to 
look upon this as a chimer.cal idea. 
A high rate of interett howevet 
Was a thing little relifhed, and he 
had been informed by the money 
lenders, that it would be imprac- 
ticable to negociate the loan and 
fettic the exitling debt upon thefe 
terme. Reduced to an election in 
the buiineis, he had preterred an 
intereit of fie per cent for the 
new fund rather than for the loans 
The tormer was un toubtedly’ a 
matter of experiment; the holders 
of the bills were already committed 
with the public, and a failure in 
this initance would be lefs ma- 
terial than in the fubfcription for 
the loan. ‘Lhe objection of the 
tiock holders to the idea of redemp- 
tion he propofed to obviate by mak- 
ing the tund irredeemable for 
thirty years, or till 25,000,000. 
of the exiiting funds fhould be ex- 
tinguifhed,. A five per cent. fund, 
ettimating ir at the prefeut rate of 
the feveral ftoc! ‘s, Ought to. be ta- 
ken at ninety-five. tle however 
conceived that we might permit it 
to be taken at two per cent. lower; 
and {till make an advantageous 
bargain for the pubhe; and this 
was the price at which he propofed 
to eflimate it. 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
next proceeded tothe fubject of the 
taxes. The auvhuity on the loaf 
would’ be 315,000]. the interett of 
the new fund would be fomething 
more than this. He _propofed ty 
provide tor the intereft at four per 
cent. of the remainder of the oute 
ftanding debt; fo that ‘in a future 

4 iethon, 
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feiion, when a fund was to be 
provided for this fum, nothing far- 
ther would be wanted, than the 
ditierence between four per cent. 

the terms which it mght be 


puget seca to give to the fub- 
feet rs. He had therefore to pro- 


vide an annusl produce of about 
gro,o0cl. The firit tax he fug- 
geited for this purpofe, was a tax 
of fix pence and ‘two fhillings upon 
hats. This Mr. Pit took at 
a¢0,0cdcl. His next object of tax- 
ation was ribbons and gauzes ; 
ribbons from one penny for every 
twelve yards to one penny per 
yard. ‘The eftimate of this tax 
amounted to 120,0001. The third 
article mentioned by the chancel- 
lor of the exchequer was coals. 
The latt duty impofed upon all 
coals imported into the port of 
London, was a duty of three fhil- 
lings per chaldron. This had 
originally been impofed to raife a 
fund for the building of churches 
in the city. Mr. Pitt propofed to 
make it univerfal. At the fame 
time he intended to provide an ex- 
emption in favour of certain ma- 
nufacturers, and he calculated the 
tax at 1S0,0col. The next fub- 
ject of his propofed taxes, was 
fuch horfes as werenot employed in 
agricultureorother labour, Whe tax 
was to be ten fhillings per head, and 
the amount was taken at 1co,oocl. 
Printed linens and calicoes were 
propofed to be fubjected to an addi- 
tional duty of about ten per cent ; 
and the amount of this tax would 
be 120,0001. Candles, an article 
which had not been touched fince 
the reign of queen Anne, were tu 
pay an additional duty of one half- 
penny per pound, and this would 
produce 100,-ocl. Another object 
of taxation brought forward by 
the chancellor of the exchequer, 
Was licences to perfons dealing in 
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ercifeable commodities, from ong 
pound to fifty pounds. The pro. 
duce of this tax would be 80,000], 
Bricks and tiles, the former at two 
fhillings and fix pence per thoufand, 
were fuggefted by Mr. Pitt, as the 
fource of a new duty, which he 
eftimated at 50,0001. A farther 
obje€t of taxation was that of qua- 
lifications for fhooting, and depu- 
tations from lords of manors, at 
one guinea each. The fum pro. 
duced would be 30,000]. An ad. 
ditional tax upon paper was taken 
at 18,0001. And the catalogue was 
concluded with a tax upon hackney 
coaches of five fhillings per week, 
which would produce the fum of 
12,0001. to the public. 

Mr. Fox treated the fubje@ of 
finance, which had juft been 
opened by the chancellor of the 
excinequer, With great liberality and 
candour. He commended the terms 
upon which Mr, Pitt had made the 
loan, becaufe he had got the mo- 
ney tor the public upon the bef 
terms he could obtain, without in- 
dulging in the confideration, whe- 
ther this orthat particular fund were 
moit capable of redemption. ‘This 
was the principle that had been 
adopted by the preceding adminif- 
ration. He gave him great praife 
and afcribed -to him infinite merit 
for having brought forward fo 
smuch of the unfunded debt. He 
fuid, he might probably difcufs 
the taxes more minutely in fome 
tuture ftage of the bufinefs, but 
he felt himfelf much reftrained 
upon that fubject from the ideas he’ 
entertained of the fituation and 
exigencies of the country. He 
obferved, that molt of them were 
upon the immediate neceffaries of 
life, and added, that he hoped this 
would convince gentlemen, that the 
pofiure of affairs was fuch, as re- 
quired bold and effectual meafures 
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to retrieve it, and induce them to 
unite in fupporting the minifter in 
carrying into effect the burthens it 
might be neceffary to impote. 

The project ot Mr. Pitt upon 
the fubject of the navy bills did 
not perfectly meet the concurrence 
of the holders of thofe bills. They 
were difflatisfied with the price at 


which the ftock was taken, which’ 


according to them, ought to have 
been ninety-one and not ninecty- 
three. Mr. itt had at the fame time 
ditributed the bill holders into 
claffes, in order that thofe perfons 
who had advanced their money 
earliett night be firft confidered in 
ayment. The bills to be dif- 
charged had been iffued from June 
1781, to June 1782. They were 
ditributed into claffes of three 
months each. The firft clafs Mr. 
Pitt propofed to ditcharge at par, 
and the other clafies fubject to a 
difcount adequate to that to which 
they would be liable in the mar- 
kets. This principle of difcount 
formed a fecond head in the com- 
plaints of the bill holders, 

To meet in fome meafure the 
ideas of the public creditors, the 
chancellor of the exchequer new 
modelled the refolutions, in the com- 
mittee of ways and means of the 
30th of July, fo as confiderably to 
reduce the amount of the difcount. 
The bill holders were not yet fa- 
tisfied. A petition was prefented 
from them by Mr. Henry Thorn- 
ton, onthe 3d of Augutt, praying 
for farther relief. The tubject ot the 
petition was taken up in the com- 
mittee on the 6th inftant. Upon 
this occafion it was afferted by Mr. 
Fox, that the fcheme of the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer aimed a 
blow at the public faith of the 
country. It had uniformly been 


the practice in preceding inflances 
for thofe perfons, who refufed the 
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offers made them by government, to 
be paid off at par in the fubfequent 
year. But in the prefent cafe 
the offers were not inducements 
but compulfions, ani no option 
was admitted. He remarked in 
particular, that to pay off thofe 
tirit, who having only a pofterior title 
to paymen', might be induced to 
clofe with the terms, was to impeach 
the faith of parliament, and effen- 
tally to injure the national credit. 
Mr. Hamet, who had been particu- 
larly active in the bufine(s, tnough, 
as he affured the hou(e, from motives 
perfectly difinterefted, earnettly 
preffed the minitter to concede the 
bulinefs; fince the part he was tak- 
ing, however well defigned, was 
evidently injuring and undermining 
that popularity, by which he was 
fo eminently dntinguifhed, and 
which was fo effential to the na- 
tional welfare. Mr. Huffey joined 
in the fame recommendation, ree 
marking, that upon his calculation 
the difference would not amount to 
more than sool. per'annum, which 
certainly ought not to be a fuffi- 
cient inducement with the minifler 
for which to rifk the national cre- 
dit. Mr. Pitt at length. declared 
himfelf ready to concede the point 
of the difcount. Coafidering the 
extreme delicacy of the fubject, 
confidering “the tranfcendent im- 
portance of public credit, he 
fhould think it wife to facrifice 
to men’s prejudices and caprices 
however ill-founded. He was bim- 
{elf as much fatisfied as ever, that 
the meafure he had propofed, was 
dictated by propriety and juftice, 
and was that fpecics of conduét, 
equally partaking of vigour and 
ecconomy, which the fituation of the 
country deminded. ‘The money 
about to be given away by aban- 
doning the difccunts, would be near 
100,000]. If the houfe thought it 
righe 
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right to refign this fum, he would 
not oppole them. But he hoped it 
was to be underttood, that the reit 
of his plan was to remain vn- 
touched. It was obferved by Mr. 
Huffey, that, while the minitter 
was thus penurious in ab junefs 
that directly ftruck at public credit, 
he had been equally prodigal in 
allowing an interett of four- per 
cent. upon the debentures of the 
ordnance, which, in no former in- 
ftance, had borne any intereit at 
all. Mrs Rofe defended the mea- 
fure; on the toot of the confider- 
able time, that had clapted 
fince the commencement of many 
of the debentures. He was an- 
twered by Mr. Courtenay, «ho ob- 
ferved, that the perfons contratting 
with the board of ordnance, had 
always demanded an additional 
price for theif commodities, in heu 
of the intterett allowed upon navy 
bills. 

That article in the min fler’s litt 
of taxes, which experienced the 
moft vigorous oppolition, was the 
duty upon coalss, It was expreSly 
excepted to by fir Johh. Wiot- 
tefly inember for Statiord{hire, Mr. 
Stanley tor Lancafhire, fir William 
Molefworth for Cornsal, fir W:l- 
liam Cunningham for Linlithgow- 
thire, fir Matthew White Ridley 
for Neweattle, Mr. Walter Stan- 
hope for bull, and the earl of 
Surrey for Carlitle. It was alfo 
undertiood to have been regarded 
in a very offentive light by the earl 
of Lonidale. The objection, upon 
which the principal tirefs feems to 
have been laid, was the impratti- 
cability of p oviding fuch exemp- 
tions in favour ot manutacturcs, 
as flould prevent mony of them 
trom being ruined, Toe tax was 
at length on the th of Suly with- 
drawn by the chance. llor of the ex- 
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it remained unaltered; but’ frog 
the information -he had been abje 
to collect, the minds or men were 
fo adverfe to the meafure, and it 
would be neceflary to guard it with 
fuch an infinite variety uf exceptions 
atid regulations, that he thought ir 
more expedient to abandon the tax, 
than vainly to expect amidtt the 
multitude of importan; fubjects that 
called tor his attention, to be 
able to prepare a bill properly mo. 
dified in the coutfe of the prefent 
{cilion: . 

On the 23d of July, the houfe 
being in a committee of ways and 
means, the chancellor of the ex. 
chequer tated the new taves, which 
he would be obliged to fubilitute in 
the room of thote that were dif. 
charged: ‘The amount of the coal- 
tax hid beén taken at 1s0,ccol; 
the heences tor hop-planting, which 
were allo given up, would creare 
a deficiency of soool; and there 
would be a detalcation in the pro- 
duce ot feveral oiher taxes, in con¢ 
fequcnce of the modification they 
had undergone. ‘The chancellor of 
the exchequer propofed to bring 
forward new duties to the amount 
of zoosoool. ‘The firit ob e& fe- 
lected tor this purpofe was the 
pol-ofhce. An addition was made 
to the poiiage of letters, and cer- 
tain regulations were introduced 
upon the fubject of franking, the 
whole of which was eftimated at 
120,000], The next fubitirure was 
4 Variation in the arritle of qualifi- 
cations and deputations, which was 
taken at rc,soool, ‘ihe tax upon 
gold and filvér plate, of which an 
experiment had been made in twa 
former inttances, and which had 
been abandoned, Mr. Pitt propofed 
to revive, It had formerly beew 
collected, cither by the individuai’s 
entering his platg in the office of 
excrfe, or upon the ftock in trad¢, 
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of the goldfmith. It was now pro- 
pofed to be collected in the affay, 
at which time it was to receive a 
articular ftamp. The tax was to 

fix pence per Ounce upon filver 
plate, and eight fhillings per ounce 
upon gold plate, and the whole 
was computed at 25,o00l. Ten 
fhillings and fix pence additional 
duty was to be impofed upon ale 
licences, and twenty fhillings per 
hundred weight upon the export of 
lead. Thefe would produce, the 
firit 30,0001, and the fecond 15,0001. 
Upon the queilion of qualifica- 
tions, a converfation took place 
upon the fubject of the game laws, 
which Mr. Pitt and Mr. Sheridan 
agreed tocondemn. Mr. Sheridan 
gave notice, that as foon as the bu- 
finefs of the day was concluded, 
he would move tor leave to bring 
in a bill for their repeal, but was 
perfuaded to relinquifh his inten- 
tion, on account of the advanced 
fate of the feffion. 

On the 28th of July, the refo- 
lution for impofing certain duties 
on ribbons and gauzes was alfo dif- 
chareed, and Mr. Fitt fubflicuted 
in thcir room a duty of three fhil- 
lings per pound upon the import of 
raw filk, and two fhillings per 
pound upon the import of thrown 
filk. 

Some inconfiderable alterations 
were made in the other taxes which 
had been propofed for the prefent 
years The duty on candles was 
particularly animadverted on; and 
it was remarked, that while fuch 
taxes as affected contiderable bo- 
dies of men, or great landed pro- 
prietors, were withdrawn, that, 
which fell exclufively upon the 
poor, who had no advocate, was 
continued without melioration, and 
admitted of no redrefs. The tax 
upon bricks was particularly ob- 
1704. 
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jected to by lord Mahon and fir 


Richard Hill, the latter of who: 
qualified his oppotition with the 
moft extraordinary compliments to 
the charicellor of the exchequer. 
The tax upon linens and calicoes 
were ftrongly excepted to by Mr. 
Dempiter, Mr. Ilay Campbel lord 
advocate of Scotland, fir William 
Cunningham, Mr. Stanley and 
others, on the part of the manu- 
facturers. Upon this quettion the 
houfe divided, ayes 66, noes 14, 
Majority 52. 

Mr. Pitt having given notice 
upon the day on which he opened 
the budget, that there was an ar 
rear upon the civil lift, which 
would in the courfe of the feffion 
be fubmitted to the confideration 
of parliament, Mr. Fox eyprefied 
himfelf a little furprifed at the in- 
telligence, as he had underitood 
from the board of treafury, with 
which he might be fuppofed to 
have had the greateit connexion, 
that the civil lift had been kept 
within bounds duting the late ad- 
miniiiration. To refute this afler- 
tion, the chancellor of the exche- 
quer took occafion, on the arft of 
July, when the royal meflage to 
both houfes was referred to the 
committee of fupply, to lay upon 
the table an account of the charge 
for the year which was juftexpired, 
diflinguithing the expence in each 
quaftcr, together with the differ- 
ence between the efiimated annual 
charge of the civil lift, and the ex- 
pence of the above period. He 
obferved, that froin this paper it 
would appear, that the principal 
part of the arrear incurred, belongs 
ed to that very board of treafury 
which Mr. Fox had rifen to de 
fend. He concluded with moving, 
‘“ That a fum, not exceeding 
Go,;oo 1. be granted to his majefty, 
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to enable him to difcharge the debt 
contracted on the civil lift, and to 
defray its tarther expences.” 

The aflertions of Mr. Pitt, and 
the accuracy of the account he had 

refenved, were controverted by 
Mr. Sheridan. In order the more 
explicitly to elucidate the fubject, 
the houfe was moved, on the 16th 
of Auguil, by ghis latter gentle- 
man, for feveral papers, from which 
he conceived he fhould be able to 
refute the ftatements of the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. When 
the papers were upon the table, 
My. Sheridan, in purfuit of his for- 
mer argument, pointed out an omif- 
tion of no lefs than cighty places, 
the falaries of which amounted to 
it, Ool, in the eflimated charge. 
Exclulive of this glaring error, the 
paper itfelf was extremely delutive, 
fince it only compared the actual 
charges againit the four quarters of 
receipt, without taking into ‘confi- 
deration the fuppretied places, the 
umpreit of the exchequer, and the 
favings in the feveral offices. From 
a ftatement of thele articles, toge- 
ther with the error of 11,0001, Mr. 
Sheridan adduced, that there had 
been no arrear upon the two firft 
quarters, and that upon the latt 
quarter of the late, together with 
the fir il quarter of the pret nt ad- 
minittation, the arrear had amount- 
ed to no more than 16,°o00l, He 
obferved, that this accrued 
trom a circumilance againtt which 
it was impotlible to provide, fince 
imany of the demands came in after 
the quarters accounts were refpec- 
tively made up, from abroad, and 
fome otf them from fo diflart a 
quarter as the Fait Indics. Mr, 
. Sheridan concluded with moving 
two refolutions, one for a more ac- 
curate eflimate of the es penditu 
the other, to enforee the p: willon 
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of Mr. Burke’s bill, by which 
a complete and accurate accoune 
of the entire receipt and ex. 
penditure of the civil litt for the 
paft year, was ordered to be an. 
nually laid before .that houfe, 
Mr. Fox feconded the motions, 
He acknowledged that there was 
probably no imputation afcribable 
to any perfon, and declared that he 
{till thought, as he had done the 
lift year, that the revenue of the 
civil lift ought to be augmented, 
He added, that the prefent admi- 
niftration would, in his opinion, 
have done better, in bringing a bill 
to explain and amend Mr, Burke's 
bill, with a view to the propofing 
a permanent augmentation. The 
author ot the bill expreffed himfelf 
confiderably difpleated, and ob- 
ferved it as a feature in the prefent 
adiminiftration, that thev fuperfeded 
an exprefs act of parliament, and 
came down to the houfe for money 
to pay the civil lift, in defiance of 
legal authority, and the conftitu- 
tion of Britain. , 

Mr. Rofe moved the quettion of 
adjournment upon Mr, Sheridan’s 
refolutions, The tenour of the firft 
of them would be obeyed as a thing 
of courfe, without the formality 
of a refolution upon the fubject; 
and as to the latter, a compliance 
was actually impothble, tor want 
of adminiliration’s being able to 
come at a knowledge of the fees. 
Mr. Steele, fecretary to the tret- 
fury together with Mr. Rofe, 
feconded the motion, and endea- 
voured to invalidate a_ part of 
Mr. Sheridan’s arguments, and #0 
prove that only 14,0001. were to 
be deducted from the excerd- 
ing of 44,0001. in order to give 
the actual arrear. The chancel- 
lor of the exchequer obferved, 
that, had Mr. Fox had the good- 
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nefs to acknowlege on a former 
day, that he did not think there 
was any imputation due to the 
prefent miniliry, the trouble which 
had been given to the houfe 
would have been totally unnecef- 
fary. With refpeét to the manner 
in which he had brought forward 
the butinefs, he declared it was for 
the candour of that houfe and the 
public to decide, whether he had 
acted wifely, in afking for a futhei- 
ent fum to enable the civil litt to go 
on till the end of two years, from 
the commencement of the debt al- 
ready incurred, that in the mean 
time an experiment might be made, 
if, by wife regulation and ilrict aco- 
nomy, the expenditure could not 
be reduced within fuch bounds, as 
to render any augmentation unne- 
ceflary. 

On the 18th of June, Mr. alder- 
man Newnham renewed his motion 
ot the latt feilion for the repeal of 
the receipt tax. Many gentiemen, 
and among others Mr. Macnainara 
and fir Matthew White Kidley, 
fupported the motion upon the 
ground of their being inflructed for 
that purpofe by their conttituents. 
Sir Matthew added, that he felt a 
perfonal averfion to the tax, on ac- 
count of the fate it had drawn on 
the ndBeman who had fuggefted it 
to the houie. The public too, 
though innocent, was treated as an 
acceflary, und involved in the pu- 
nifliment, fince they had thus been 
deprived of the fervice of as able 
and as upright a member of parlia- 
ment, as hadever fat within thote 
walls. Mr. Pitt pleaded the caufe 
of the tax, which now produced 
more than 100,oo0l. per annum, 
and refpeéting which he had no 
doubt but it would increafe, and 
become a flill greater object than it 
Was already. Mr, Hufley was fliil 
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more fanguine in his expectations. 
‘Lhe motion was rejected by a ma- 
jority of 89. 

On the 23d of June, Mr, Demp- 
fter drew the attention of the houle 
of commons to the general fate of 
our finances. He ob/erved upon 
the enormous amount of the na- 
onal debt. He contratted the re- 
venues and difburfements of go- 
vernment, and inferred trom the 
whole, that the jining fund was al- 
ready virtually ab’orbed, and that 
80,0001. would remain to be pro- 
vided annually, From thefe ob- 
fervations he procecded to difculs 
the caleulations of Dr. Price, ba- 
ron Maleres and Mr. Sinclair, re- 
{fpecting the eatinction of the na- 
tional debt. He faid that commil- 
fioners ought to be fpeedily sap- 
pointed to enquire into, and lay the 
foundation of a plin tor this pur- 
pote; and added, that, if no mi- 
niter in the courfe of the next fel- 
fion would undertake the buiine!s, 
infignificant as he was, he would 
move for fuch a committee. In 
our preient fituation there was no 
fuurce of wealth, no fubjeét of na- 
tional melioration and improvement 
that ought to be neglected. In his 
opinion the advantages of Scot- 
land, for the creation of the molt 
extenfive and important fifheries, 
were fuch as deferved every kind of 
co-operation and tavour. Ina con- 
nexion with this fubject, he anim- 
adverted upon the complicated and 
abfurd nature of the cultom houfe 
regulations. He concluded with 
moving, * Thatacommittce be ap- 
pointed to enquire 1,to the flate of 
the Briith fitheries, navigation, and 
commerce, and the mott eflectmal 
means for their extenfion and im- 
provement.” 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
followed Mr.e Dempfler. He gaye 
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his mo? hearty offent to the difin- 
reretied motives claimed by tht 
gentleman, and thanked him for 
the manner in which he had brought 
the fubject under public difcutien. 
He objected to his veprefentation ot 
the fate of the finking fund, ang 
thought it neceflary to obierve, 
rhat that branch of the revenue 
had been uninterm ttedly improve 
ing and increafine, leit an idea 
fhould go abroad that our fituation 
was worfe than it really was. He 
added, that the byrthens upon com- 
merce trom cutlom-houte regula- 
tions, had been long under confi- 
deration, and the enquiries refpect- 
ing them nearly completed ; and 
for thefe and other reafons, recom: 
mended the felection of the fith- 
eries as the immediate fubject of 
the prefent enquiry. Mr. Demp- 
fer adopted the amendment of Mr, 
Pitt. With the fame view that he 
had made the preceding motion, 
this venerable character proceeded, 
on the 3d of Aucuft, to move for 
leave to brine in a bill, to allow 
tenants and fubenants, emploved 
in the ffheries of Great Britain, to 
commute for money the perfonal 
fervices which they were bound to 

‘rform to their landlords. The 
defign of the motion was merely to 
bring the fubject under the conh- 
deration of the public ; and, in cafe 
jt met with the coucurrence of the 
parties concerned, to refume and 
carry it into execution in the entu- 
ing fetlion, 

The latt meafure of confiderable 
confequence that occupied the at- 
tention of the prefent feilion, was 
a meafure of comprehentive policy 
ond general jultice, the reftoration 
of the ellates confifcated to the 
crown in the kingdom of Scotland, 
upon the termination of the rebellion 
Qi ivy5. The bufincfs was moved, 
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on the fame day with the bill of Mr, 
Dempfter, by Mr. Henry Dundas, 
and feconded by the chancellor of 
the exchequer. Ihe meafure indeed 
had been long in contemplation, Jr 
had been countenanced by lord 
North, when at the head of admie 
niftration, though from fome yp, 
toward circumftances it had not been 
fubmitted to parliament during that 
term ; and the miniitry of the duke 
of Portland had actually intended 
to bring forward a fimilar propofition, 
Mr. Dundas obf¢rved, that the 
principle of the intended bill was fo 
jutt, fo liberal, and fo worthy of 
the generofity of parliament, that 
he could conceive of no other ob- 
jection that could poilibly be made, 
but that of the very advanced period 
of the felfion. ‘The principle how- 
ever wes fo fimple and uncompli- 
cated, that, in his opinion, it de 
nanded no’ difcuffion, and needed 
only to be mentioned in order to its 
being approved. Its juftice feemed 
to have been firlt recognited by the 
late earl of Chatham. ‘That iiluf- 
rious ftatefman, above the level of 
liberal and imjudicious prejudices, 
had drawn forth the highlanders of 
Scotland trom the protcripticn, in 
which 1: had been thought neceflary 
to involve them at the clofe of the 
rebellion. ¢* I cared not,” faid that 
nobleman, cefending the meafure 
he had adopted, ** whether a man 
had becn rocked in a cradle on this 
or on the other fide the Tweed. I 
fought only for merit, and I found 
it in the mounrains of the North. 
J there found a hardy race of mea 
able to do their country fervice, but 
labouring under a profcription. 
called them forth to our aid, and 
fent them to fight our battles. They 
did not difuppoint my expectations. 
Their fidelity can only be equilled 
by their valour, and both have. 
united 
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united to fignalize their own and 
their country’s renown all over the 
world.” Mr. Dundas drew an au- 
{picious omen from reflecting that 
the firit blow had been given to the 
yrofeription by the carl ot Chatham. 
He trufted that the remains of a 
{ytem, which, whether di¢tated at 
firit by narrow views or by found 
policy, ought certainly to be tem- 
porary, would be completely anni- 
hilated uuder the adminittration of 
his fon. 

He made the panegyric of thofe 
perfons of this detcription who had 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the laft 
war, He faid there was not one of 
all thofe familics, in which fome 
perfon had not atoned tor the crimes 
of his anceftors, and fpilt his blood 
in his country’s caufe. And he 
would be bold to aflert, that the 
fpirit, which had rendered the inha- 
bitants of the highlands difaffected 
to the prefent government, had long 
fince difappeared ; and that the king 
had not at this moment a fet of 
more loyal fubjeéts in his dominions. 
He {tated to the houfe the value of 
the forfeited eftates. At the expira- 
tion of certain Jeafes the rent roll 
would exceed goool, but they at pre- 
fent produced no more than 6700, 
and, deducting the expence of ma- 
nagement and repairs, the fum 
accruing to the public did not ex- 
ceed goool. per annum. It would 
be generous in parliament to reftose 
this {um to its orifinal proprietors. 
It would be magnanimity to treat 
them like true and faithtul fubjects, 
and cancel for ever the offences of 
their anceftors. Nor would the li- 


berality of the proceeding be greater 
y- The fpirit of emi- 
gration in the highlands was fuch, 
that nothing could eatinguifh it but 
the return of their long lott patrons, 
and reverence, 


than its policy. 


and the affection 
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which the inhabitants of this part of 
the ifland felt for their natural lords. 
It was obvious, that a property, 
held by others for the benefit of the 
public, was never fo well managed, 
as that which was under the go- 
vernment of its actual proprietors, 
The confifcated eftates might be 
dittinguifhed from their neighbour- 
ing confines by the almoft total 
neglect of their cultivation and the 
general decreafe of their produce; 
on the contrary, the perfons now to 
be reftored would undoubtedly ren- 
der the foil as productive and pro- 
fitable as poflible ; thoufands of 
additional highlanders would be em- 
ployed upon it ; the regiments about 
to be difbanded, would find em- 
ployment in their native country ; 
and the nation would be, rendered 
profperous and happy. Mr. Dundas 
however did not mean that the 
eflates fhould be freed from the 
claims exiiting againft them when 
they fell into the hands of govern- 
ment. He would not give a pre- 
mium for rebellion ; and he pr 

fed that thefe fums fhould be affetfed 
to the public. The objeéts pointed 
out for their application by the bill, 
were the reward of the fubordinate 
officers concerned in the manage- 
ment of the eftates; the completion 
of the repofitory for the records of 
Scotland, to which 15,¢ool. were 
to be appropriated ; and the carry- 
ing on of the canal from fea to fea, 
from the Firth of Forth to the Firth 
of Clyde, which was the deftination 
of 50,cool. 

The meafure was fupported by 
the lord advocate, lord Frederic 
Campbel, fir William Cunningham 
and Mr. Dempiter. Mr, Fox remark- 
ed, that he faw noreafon for the exclu- 
fion of the defcendants of the Englith 
rebels from the benefits of the pre- 
fent bill. He particularly recom- 
mended 
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mended to parliament the cafe of his 
relation, the earl of Newburgh. 
He was aware, that there was fome 
difficulty in the cafe, as the eliaie 
had been 4 I tothe fuppoit 
of Greenwich hofpital. He cid nox 
expect that any thing would be done 
for lord Newburgh this feflion, but 
be hoped the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer would turn it in his mind, 
fo as to be able to propole fomething 
upon the fubject next year. 
in the houfe of lords the bill 
encountered the oppofition of lord 
Thurlow. His principal objection 
was the latenefs of the feflion, and 
be obferved that he had not heard 
of the bill till it had been read a 
fir} time in the houfe of commons. 
He was dilpleafed with the form of 
its introduction. Meafures of re- 
miffion and lenity ought to originate 
ch the fovereign, and from hin 
t» be communicated to the lords, 
revioully to their being brought 
into the houfe of commons. He 
would then have had a chance to 
have heard of Ahc bill before it was 
ropofed in parliament. It confitted, 
ford Thurlow faid, of two propofi- 
tions, the one a repeal, the other an 
appropriation of im Hey. The fcr- 
vices of the perions in queition, 
ought to be proved otherwile to the 
houfe than by general aflevtions, 
He would not wpon the prefent 
occafion give ear to rumour, bus 
was it certain that all of them had 
refided in this country and waired 
the opportunity of fervice? Had 
none of them followed the fortunes 
of their pretended prince, and fled 
with him whofe caufe they had 
affected to ferve? He remarked, 
that a perfon forfeited in 1690, was 
included in the provifions of the 
bill, and atked why thoie of 1715 
were pafied over in filence? He 
faid, that it had been the fettled 
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maxim of the Britith conftitution, 
that treafon was a crime of {o deep 
a dye, that nothing was adequate 
to its punifhment, but the total 
cradication of the perion, the name 
and the family, out of the focie; 
which he had attempted to hurt, 
This was the wifdom of former 
times. But if a more enlightened 
age chofe to relax trom the efta 
blithed feverity, he thought it ought 
to be done with gravity and deli. 
beration. He o! jected to the pro. 
vifion for the Scot:ith canal. Give 
him but a public ufe, and he cared 
not in what part of the ifland it 
was fituated between Caithnefs and 
Cornwal; but he confidered this 
claufe as a diftribution of private 
accommodation for the benefit of 
individuals. He paid fome compl’. 
ments to Mr. Dundas, but withed 
upon the whole that the bill thould 
be deferred tor the prefent feffion, 

Lord Sydnev anfwered lord Thur- 
low. The earls of Balcarras and 
Dunmore defended and applauded 
the proprietors of the forfeited eftates, 
and recommended with energy and 
warmth the Scottifh canal to the 
patronage of the public. Lord 
Thurlow, not contented with oppof- 
ing the bill upon its fecond reading, 
divided the houfe upon the laft day 
of the feffion ; contents 7. not 
contents 4. This is, we believe, 
the anly initance our of feveral, in 
Which this nopleinan, fince his lit 
appointment to the office of chante 
cellor, attempted without fuccets 
to throw out a bill thar had already 
pail d the houfe of commons. 

Ou the 2cth of Augutt the king 
put an end to the icilion by a fpeech 
from thethrone. He returned par- 
liameat bis wa: mett thanks for their 
zealous and dyigent attention to the 
public tervice. He predicted the 
happieti effects trom the bill _ 
she 
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she better government of India. He 
applauded the laws they had made 
fur the prefervation and improve- 
ment of the revenue. He thanked 
the commons for their provifion 
for the arrear of the civil litt. He 
deplored the unavoidable burthens 
of the people. He noticed the de- 
fnitive treaty with Holland, and 
the peace concluded in India, and 
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trufted that the prefent tranquility 
would be lafting. He adverted to 
the important objects with refpect to 
trade and commerce yet to be pro- 
vided for, and he trutted that fuch 
regulations would be framed upon 
a full invettigation, as might be 
calculated to promote the wealth 
and profperity of every part of the 
empire. 
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The paragraph beginning page 14, column 1, line 7, is inferted by miftake in tat 
lace, and ought to appear, page 17, column 1, line 27. 
PUBLIC PAPERS, page 203, at the bottom, dele “« Ribbons from one penny for 
every twelve yards, to one penny per yard, and gauzcs from two pence to four pence 
yard, 120,00¢)."’ 
Page 204, line 8, for 10,0c0l. read 42,0001. 
line 18, infert 120,000}, 
line 19, for 3, read 3. 
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PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES 


In the Year 1784. 


JANUARY. 


I. EING New Year’s-day, the 

archbifhops and bifhops had 
the honour, according to annual 
cuftom, of addreffing the king at 
his levee on that occafion, when 
his majefty was pleafed to make 
them the following gracious an- 
{wer : 

“« My Lords, 

** I return you my thanks for 
this dutiful and loyal addrefs, and 
you may always depend upon my 
warmeit zeal for, and conftant pro- 
tection of the Church. 

‘¢ I alfo return you my thanks 
for your congratulations on the 
commencement of the new year: 
the commencement of this year 
may probably be the moft critical 
and important of any yet in the 
annals of this country. It has, 
from my acceffion to the throne of 
thefe realms, been my conftant ftud 
equally to preferve the rights, hi- 
berties, and happinefs of my people, 
with the prerogatives and rights 
which the conftitution hath intruft- 
ed to me; it is my determined re- 
folution to. perfevere in this con- 
duct, in which J truft I may have 
the protection of the Almighty, 
and the fupport of every honett 
man in my dominions”. 

—. John Smith, a capital convict 
in Newgate, for robbing Ifaae Hea- 
ton, efq. on the highway, near Edg- 
ware obs gold watch and eight gui- 
neas, hath reccived his majefty’s free 
pardon, t. 


it. Lieut. Kempthorne, of his 
majeity’s thip the Amphion, ar- 
rived at the Admiralty, with dif- 
patches from rear-admiral Digby, 
giving an account of his having 

rought to in Portland Road, on his 
Way to Spithead, having quitted 
the American command, The 
troops which lately occupied New- 
York, in confequence of the orders 
of Sir Guy Carleton, evacuated that 
gartifon on the 26th and 27th of 
November laft, at which time Gen, 
Washington, at the head of a de- 
tachment of the American army, 
took poffeffion of the works, Capt, 
Bazely came home commander of 
the Amphion, the fhip in which 
admiral Digby took his paflage, 
The admiral arrived in town the 
fame day. 

13. ‘Che lord mayor held a ward- 
mote for the election of an alderman 
for Queenhithe ward, in the room 
of the late alderman Bull. The 
candidates were G. Macaulay, efq. 
of Chatham-place, and Mr, Bates, 
mafter of the Queen’s arms tavern, 
St. Paul’s Church-yard, on behalg 
of both whom a poll was demanded. 

14. Gen. firGuy Carleton, late 
commander in chief at New-York, 
urrived in town on Wednefday, 
He came home in the Ceres floo 
of war, of 16 guns, arrived at Ply- 
mouth. “When he failed, all the 
Britifh and Heffian troops, with the 
loyalifts, had left New-York, and 
the Americans, with Gen, Wathing- 
ton at their head, were in peaceable 
poffoffion of that city. 
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—. Came on at the Eaft-India- 


c houfe, Leadenhall-ftreet, the ballot 


for three directors of the faid com- 
any’s affairs, in the room of Sir 
William James, bart, deceafed ; 
Sir Henry Fletcher, bart. and jacob 
Witkinfon, efq. refigned : upon the 
cafting the ballot, the numbers 
were, 
sg Se Woodhoufe, efq. 
eorge Johniftone, efq. 
Richard Atkinfon, ef 
Thomas Pattle, jun. efq. 262 
John Grant, efq 254 
George M. Macaulay, efq. 161 
15. At the clofe of the poll for 
alderman of Quéenhithe ward, in 
the room of Frederick Bull, efq. 
deceafed, the numbers were, 
For Juhn Bates, efq. 


457 
39! 
372 


87 


Geo. M. Macaulay, efq. 49 


Majority for Mr. Bates, 38 

16. The right honourable the 
ford mayor, aldermen, fheriffs, and 
common council of the city of 
London, waited upon his majefty 
(being introduced by the earl of 
Salifbury, lord chamberlain of his 
majefty’s houfhold) with the fol- 
lowing addrefs, which was read by 
a Adair, efq. the recorder. 

o the el ay excellent ma- 

jefty. 

The humble addrets of the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and common 
council of the city of London, 
In common council affembled. 

Moft gracious fovereign, 

We your majefty’s moft dutiful 
and Joyal fubjects, the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and commons of the ef 
of | ondon, in common council al- 
fembled, confider it incumbent on 
us, at the prefent alarming mo- 
ment, to approach the throne with 
renewed affurances of our moft 
faithful and conftant attachment to 
your majefty’s perfon ap@ gavern- 


ment. 
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Your faithful citizens lately be- 
held, with infinite concern, the pro- 
grefs of a meafure, which ually 
tended to encroach on the rights of 
your majefty’s crown, to annihilate 
the chartered rights of the Eaft India 
company, and to raife a new power, 
unknown to this tree government, 
and highly inimical to its fafery. 

— as this dangerous meafure was 
warmly co ag by your majefty’s 
late minifters. we heartily rejoice 
in their difmiffion, and humbly t 
your majeity for exerting your pre~ 
rogative in a manner fo ialutary and 
conftitutional. 

It is impoffible for.us to confider 
that event without freih admiration 
of the conftitutien handed down by 
our anceftors: and we truft, that 
in the well-compounded legiflation 
of this kingdom, there will ever be 
found fome branch ready to defend 
the rights and liberties of the peo- 

le, and to preferve inviolate the 
Faith and honour of parliamentary 
engagements, 

Sire! the prerogatives of your 
majefty’s high office were annexed 
thereto for the good of the people ; 
and we beg your majefty will be~ 
lieve our earneft affurances that the 
citizens of London will always fup- 
port the conftitutional exercife of 
them to the utmoft of their power. 

Highly fentible of your majefty’s 
paternal care and affection for your 
people, we pray the Almighty that 
you may long reign in peace over 
a free, an happy, and united na 
tron. 

Signed, by order of court, 
Wiriiam Rix, 
To which addrefs his majefly waa 
leafed to return the following an- 
wer: 

“« I thank you fer this dutiful 
and affectionate addrefs, and for the 
expreffions of attachment to 
my pérfon, and your zeal for the 

excele 
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excellent conftitution of thig coun- 


try. 

My faithful citizens of London 
may,always depend upon iny warm- 
eit attention to the welfare of all 
my fubjeéts ; and may affure them- 
{clves, that, in the exercife of the 
power with which I am inyefted by 
the conititution, I fthall uniform 
endeavour to promote the happinets 
and profperity of my people. 

They were all received very 
gracioufly, and had the honour to 
kifs his majefty’s hand. 

Extfe& of a letter from a paffenger on 
board the Vanfittart Eaft Indiaman, 
dated at Sea, Auguft 22, 1783. 
Yefterday, about half paft ele- 

ven, A. M. we were alarmed with 

the cry of fire; when running 
upon deck, we perceived a great 
fmoke iffuing from the Duke of 

Kingften Eaft Indiaman, Capt. 

Nutt; foon after which the burit 

out in flames from head to ftern. 

We were then about half a mile a- 

head of her, and the Pigot and 

Earl of Oxford Indiamen about 

four miles a-head of us. ‘Ihe wea- 

ther being calm, our captain im- 

mediately ordered out the engine 

and all the boats, at the fame time 
firing two guns as a fignal to the 
fhips a-head. It is impoffible to 
conceive a more dreadful fpectaele 
than at this moment prefented it- 
felf; numbers of the poor wretches 
throwing themfelves over-board, 
with oars, fpars, &c. to keep them 
from finking ; others crowding on 
the bowfprit, where they hung in 
clufters till received into the boats. 
Our jolly-boat got out firft, and re- 
turned in a fhort time with five men ; 
the long-boat, yawl, and cutter, 
were hoifted out with equal dif- 
patch, and ufed every effort to fave 
as many of the crew as they could, 
the fire having by this time increaf- 
ed to fuch a degree, that it was im- 
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poffible to attempt faving the. fhip. 
The boats from the other two fhips 
were now got out ;. foon after which 
our yawl returned full of people, 
among whom were the firft mate and 
a midfhipman, whom had pick- 
ed up drowned; we uted arene a 


‘fort to recover them, but in vain. 


At three P. M. our long-boat re- 
turned with 150 people; the boats 
belonging to the other Indiamen 
were alfo filled ; and having faved 
every perfon they could find, they 
lefe the thip, which at five in the 
afternoon blew up with a terrible 
explofion On the whole 79 fouls 
perifed by this melancholy acci- 
dent, among whom were feveral 
women and children, fome foldiers, 
and a few paffengers, 

’ Captain Nutt, with two mili- 
tary officers, had paid us a vifit in 
the morning, and was on board the 
Pigot at the time the fire broke ou 
which was occafioned by a failor’s 


crewing fome fpirits out of a catk 
P 


in the {pirit room, which catching 
fire, communicated to the other 
cafks, and burot with fauch fury, 
that it was impoffible to fave a fingle 
article. 

—. The recorder made his re- 
port to his majefty of the convicts 
under fentence of death in New- 
gate: Robert Dewar, john Roberts 
alias York, Benjamin Roberts, 
Henry Horne, Alexander Kennedy, 

ofeph Hall, John Codd, John 
ones, Patrick Bowman, Robert 
rofs, Rebecca Bidwell, William 
ee tic Richardfon, 
ary Humphreys, George We 
vane Crouch, William Ha a 
ohn Harvey~alias Seagrave, Ma 
Moods, Margaret Morcing, Kleanct 
Meale, Anne Sherlock, and John 
Rich ; when his majefty was pleaf- 
ed to order the following for execu- 
tion on Wednefday next, on the 
{caffold before Newgate, viz. Roe 
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bert Dewar, Mary Moody, Patrick 
Bowman, and John Rich. 

17. John Lee was indi¢ted for 
forging an order for payment of 
money, which order ran in the 
following words : 

Nov. 24, 1783. 

Pay to Mr. John Lee, or order, 
upon demand, the fum of fifteen 
pounds fterling, which place to his 
account of othcc, 


Pay-Oflice, Townfhend, 
Ordnance-Office, M.G. 
Whitehall, 


There were eight counts in the 
above indictment; one with forg- 
ing it, to defraud lord Townthend, 
the mafter-general of the ordnance ; 
the fecond, uttering it, knowing it 
to be forged, &ec. and varying it as 
it paffed different hands. 

Mr. James Cufden, who “keeps 
the Rofe Coffee-houfe, in Bridges- 
itreet, Covent-garden, depofed, that 
in December lati, the prifoner came 
to his houfe, and drank two bottles 
of wine; that foon after a third 
gentleman came in, and they hada 
third bortle, when the prifoner fent 
for Mr. Cufden, who came up ftairs, 
and the prifoner produced the 
above bill, wifhing to get five gui- 
neas upon it; but Mr. Cufden only 
advanced him one guinea and a 
half. When he prefented the note 
to Mefirs. Cox, &c. agents at Cha- 
ring-crofs, the forgery was difco- 
vered, and the prifoner appre- 
hended. 

Mr. Cox proved it was not lord 
‘Townfhend’s writing, and Mr, Pin- 
der produced the bill. 

The evidence for the profecution 
reited here. On the crofs examina- 
tion, it was urged by Mr. Silvefter, 
counfel for the prifoner, that the 
indictment did not correfpond with 
the bill, tor it itated M. G. to be 
Matter General, which the profe- 
cution had yo sight fo to conftruct ; 


> 
_ 
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that there was no fuch office at 
Whitchall as the Pay-Office; that 
it could not be to defraud, lord 
‘Townthend, as lord Towr"hend 
was not then in office, and . onfe- 
quently not maitter-general of the 
ordnance. ‘| hefe and feveral other 
legal obje¢tions were ftated by the 
counfel, but over-ruled, as judge 
Heath was of opinion, that they 
were not averments, but flated in 
the indi¢iment to be purports. ‘The 
evidence being fummed up, tke 
jury found the prifoner guilty of 
uttering the bill, knowing it to be 
forged. ‘The cafe, however, is re- 
ferred to the twelve judges, on a 
number of exceptions ftated in the 
indictment. 

—. The cafe of capt. M‘Kenzie 
was argued, and the Solicitor-ge- 
neral appeared to fhcw caufe why 
he ihould then be tried, which Mr. 
Silvetter, tae captain’s counfel, op- 
pofed, on the ground of the impof- 
libility of the captain’s making his 
defence, till the proper witnefles 
could be brought trom the coatt of 
Africa, without whom his client 
could not fafely proceed to trial. 
The judges acquiefced in this, and 
the trial was agein put off; and 
the Solicitor-general undertook that 
a fhip thould be difpatched to Cape 
Coait, in Africa, to bring them 
over; meanwhile the trial was ad- 
journed over to the next February 
fefions. 

—. The election came on at Guild- 
hall fora member of this city, in 
the room of the late Mr, alderman 
Bull; the candidates were Brook 
Wation, efq, and Mr. alderman 
Crofby. ‘The fhow of hands being 
in favour of the former, a poll was 
demanded by the latter. 

20. A bill to diflolve the mar- 
riage of Walter Nifbett, efq. with 
Anne Blomberg, his now wife, and 
to enable him to marry sgain, _ 

or 
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. 
for other purpofes therein men- 
tioned, was prefented yeiterday to 
the houfe of Peers, read a firit 
time, and ordered to be reada fe» 
cond time on Tuefday the 4th day 
of February next. 

—. At the clofe of the poll for a 
reprefentative, in the room of the 
late Mr. alderman Bull, the numbers 
flood as tollow : 

17. 194 20. 
B. Watfon, efq. 330 1098 1898 
Mr. ald. Crofby 223 654 97 

21. Brafs Crofby, efq. declined 
going on with the poll; but the 
iherifts are obliged to keep the 
books open duting the remainder of 
the week, according to act of par- 
liament. ‘The poll-books were kept 
open till three o’clock, and on catt- 
ing up the numbers, there were tor 
Brook Watfon, efq. 2092, and tor 
alderman Crofby, 1042. Mr. Wat- 
fon then returned the livery his fins 
cere thanks for their very honour- 
able fupport during his election ; 
and added, that the books are to be 
kept open one hour every day till 
Saturday next. ) 

—.'I he following malefaétors were 
executed before Newgate; Robert 
Dewar, for forging a will and teita- 
ment, purporting to be that of 
Shawe Farquharfon, late of his ma- 
jeity’s fhip the Roebuck ; Patrick 
Bowman, for aflaulting and rob- 
bing John Spicer, on the highway ; 
John Rich, for a burglary in the 
houfe of Mr. Probert, in Broad- 
court, ‘Turnmillftreet ; and Mary 
Moody, tor privately ttealing linen, 
&c. in the houfe of lord Teynham, 
where fhe was a fervant. 

24. This night's cazette contains 
the addreffes of the mayor, theritts, 
citizens, and commonalty of the city 
of Norwich ; of the mayor, bailifts, 
and burgeffles of the borough of 
Leicetter; and of the gentlemen, 
clergy, merchants, and inhabitants 
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of the borough of Great Yarmouth, 


Norfolk, to his majeity, expreffing 
their firm attachment to his maé 


jeity’s perfon and family, and of 


terittg their fincere thanks on ‘his 
majeity’s difmifion of the late mi- 
niitry. 

26. At half pat twelve o'clock, 
the fheriffs met at Guildhall, on the 
huftings, in Order to declare the 
ftumbers for a reprefentative of this 
city, in the room of Frederick’ 
Bull, efq. when there appeared for 
Brook Watfon, efq. 2097 ; and for 
alderman Crefby, 1043; upon 
which Brook Watfon, efq. was de 
clared duly elected. 

27. This night's gazette contains 
addrefles to Ins mayeity from the 
frecholders of the county of Mid¢ 
dlefex ; from the mayor, aldermett, 
&c. of the city of Canterbury ; 
from the merchants, traders, Xe. 
of the borough of Southwark ; from 
the inhabitants of the town of Lei- 
cetler ; and from the bailiffs, bur- 
gefles, and commonalty of the town 
of Ipfwich ; on the critical fituation 
of public affairs, humbly imploring 
his majetty to appoint fueh an ad- 
miniftration as may poffefs the cons 
fidence of parliament, and rettore 
the true interefts and happinefs of 
the public at large. 

31. This night’s gazette con. 
tains addreffes to his majefty from 
the merchafts and traders of Lon- 
don; from the lord provoit, ma- 
ciitrates, and council of Edin- 
burch; from the aldermen, bur- 
getics, &c. of Southampton; from 
the manufacturers, traders, &c. of 
‘Taunton ; and from the mayor and 
inhabitants of Plymouth, upon the 
removal of the late minittry, &e, 


FEBRUARY. 


3. A petition from Jofeph Chrifte, 
captain in his majeity’s 88th regi- 
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ment of foot, was prefented to the 
houfe of Peers, praying leave to 
bring in a bill to niffolve his mar- 
riage with Elizabeth Leflie Chrittic, 
his now wife (late Elizabeth Leflie 
Baird), and to enable him to marry 
again, and for other purpofes 
therein mentioned. Leave was 
given, as prayed, 

—. This night’s gazette contains 
addrefles to his majefty from the 
dean, fteward, burgefles, &c. of 
Weftminfter; from the freemen 
and citizens of York; from the 
mayor, clergy, &c. of Exeter; 
from the mayor, bailiffs, &c. of 
Lancafter; from the inhabitants of 
Reading ; from the inhabitants of 
Coichetter; and from the mayor 
and aldermen of Evefham, in Wor- 
cefterfhire, on the removal of the 
late miniftry, &c. 

Latrad of a letter from Paris, Feb. 6. 

By letters from Rochelle we find, 
that on the 17th of January, at 
about fix o’clock in the evening, a 
yiolent ftorm happened there, ac- 
companied with an earthquake, 
thunder, lightning, and hail; it 
Jafted till nine, and blew down 
many of the largeft trees in the 
neighbourhood of that ey: two 
ehimnies were thrown down in Ro- 
chelle, together with feveral houfes, 
and fome churches, and among the 
reft, the cathedral was much da- 
maged: at Nantes and Rochefort 
much damage was done. On the 
coaft 27 fhips were loft, 80 dead 
bodies were wafhed on fhore at 
Rochelle, and many more on the 
ifle of Rhé. 

7+ They write from Metz the 
following extraordinary adventure : 
@ young girl in love with a foldier 
of the garrifon, knowing him in- 
difpoted, and obliged to be on duty 
at miditight, during the late incie- 
mency of the weather, went to fee 
him, and finding her poor fweer- 
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heart quite benumbed with cold, 
prefled him to go and warm himfelf 
in her room, which was not v 
far, while the would remain in his 
place. The foldier refufed for fome 
time, but at laft yielded to the ten- 
der folicitations of his Dulcinea. 
The moment he was gone, fhe Wrapt 
herfelf in his great coat, and be 
to walk a /a militaire with the fire- 
lock on her fhoulder. Unfortu- 
nately the round going by, the cor- 
poral afked her the order, which 
not being able to anfwer, fhe was 
detected and taken to the guard- 
houfe, where fhe related her ftory. 
Her lover was immediately fetched, 
and being found .almott dead, though 
before a good fire, he was revived 
by means of fome cordial, and put 
in prifon the next morning. He is 
now going to be tricd, and there is 
no doubt but he will be caft, purs 
fuant to the ftriétnefs of milit 
laws. Itis, however, fuppofed that 
he will eafily obtain his pardon. 
The ladies are greatly in his intereft, 
and fome of them have already fub- 
fcribed for the paraphernalia of his 
miftrefs if he choofes to marry her. 
—. This night’s gazette contains 
addrefles tohis majefty from the mer- 
chants and principal inhabitants of 
the city of Exeter; from the free- 
men, freeholders, and inhabitants 
of the borough of Plymouth ; from 
the freeholders and inhabitants of 
the borough of Launcefton ; from 
the mayor, aldermen, capital bur- 
geffes, and principal inhabitants of 
the borough of Sudbury, in the 
county of Suffolk; from the gen- 
tlemen, clergy, merchants, manu- 
facturers, and other inhabitants of 
the town of Wolverhampton, in the 
county of Stafford; from the ma- 
gifttates and town council of the 
burgh of Dyfart; and from the juf- 
tices of the peace, commiffioners of 
fupply, and heritors of the county 
ot 
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of Perth; humbly thanking his 
majefty for the difiniffion of his late 
minifters. 

10. At acourt of common coun- 
cil, before the right honourable the 
lord-mayor, the aldermen Alfop, 
Crofby, Townfend, & fdaile, Wilkes, 
Lewes, Plomer, Newnham, Clarky 
Wright, Hart, Sainfbury, Kitchen, 
Burnell, Sanderfon, Gill, Hopkins, 
‘Bates, the two theriffs, and a very 
refpectable number of commoners : 

The thanks of the court were 
voted to the right honourable Wil- 
liam Pitt, for his able, upright, 
and difinterefted conduct, as firit 
lord of the treafury and chancellor 
of the exchequer, on the prefent 
alarming and critical juncture of 
affairs. 

The court alfo unanimoufly voted 
the freedom of the city to be pre- 
fented to Mr. Pitt, in a gold box of 
the value of one hundred guineas, 
as a mark of gratitude tor and ap- 

robation of his zeal and atliduity 
in fupporting the legal prerogatives 
of the crown and the conititutional 
rights of the people ; and appointed 
a committee to wait on him there- 
with. 

A motion was then made, to ac- 
knowledge, with the deepeft gra- 
fitude, the late timely interference 
of the houfe of lords for the prefer- 
vation of our excellent conititution, 
and the fecurity of the rights of 
every branch of the legiflature ; 
which, after fome debate, was car- 
ried by a great majority. 

—. This night’s gazette contains 
an addrefs to his majeity from the 
citizens and principal inhabitants of 
Exeter, expreffive of their attach- 
ment to his majefty’s perfon and 
government, and declaring that it 
is not their intention to engage in 
any meafure that may tend to em- 
barrafs his majetiy’s government, 
tu foment the alarmiag divifions that 
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at prefent prevail, and impede the 
progrefs ot thofe conciliatory mea- 
tures by which alone the public peace 
can be reftored, they therefore hope 
his majeity will be gracioufly pleaf- 
ed to call to his councils men whofe 
abilities and integrity may recom- 
mend them to his royal favour, and 
whofe meafures may entitle ‘hem to 
the full confidence and fupport of 
his majelty’s faithful fubjects. Like- 
wife addreffes from the inhabitants 
of New Sarum; trom the mayor, 
aldermen, &c. of Chipping Wy- 
combe ; trom the mayor, aldermen, 
and capital burgeties of Prefton, in 
Lancathire ; from the mayor, bai- 
liffs, and burgeffes of Berwick upon 
Tweed ; and from the bailiff, bur- 
gefles, and inhabitants of Chippen- 
ham; on the removal of the late 
miniilry. 

11. Mention has been made of 
the melancholy fate of the Athol 
Indiaman ; and trom the accounts 
it was concluded that ail on board 
was involved in the fame tate: fome, 
however, were preferved almoit mi- 
raculoutly, among whom was the 
furgeon, from whofe letter the fol- 
lowing particulars are extracted: 

The fecond morning after our ar- 
rival, about feven o’clock we were 
alarmed with the cry of fire in the 
lazayetto, where the fpirits are kept ; 
the flames were already violent, and 
fpreading rapidly : immediately un- 
der the lazaretto is the powder ma- 
gazine; you can better conceive 
than I defcribe our deplorable fitu- 
ation: fixty of our feamen impreff- 
ed, and only the officers, with a 
very few who remained, to fupprefs 
a dreadful fire. We conned our- 
felves to the utmott, hoifted a fig- 
nal, and fired guns of diftrefs, which 
foon brought great numbers to our 
affiitance. ‘Their cttorts feemed at 
laft to be blefled with fuccefs; the 
flames becaine moderate, and we 
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began to think ourfelves fecure ; 
fatal fecurity to many ! for in about 
fittecn minutes from cight o’clock 
the fhip blew up. ’ 

1 was ttunned and thrown down 
with the explotion, and before I 
could recover trom the fhock, a yard 
fell aerofs me, attended with much 
excruciating torture ; my fight fail- 
ed me; but jutt as I was finking, I 
recovered fo far as to cling to the 
{par, which was above me, and 
which luckily floated me to the fur- 
face. Vaitt numbers were killed on 
the quarter-deck, owing to all the 
fpars which are placed along the 
iniddle of the fhip, being thrown 
upon it. I was carried on board the 
Juno frigate, where I was trested 
with the greateit kindnefs and hu- 
manity, and am now thoroughly 
recovered, 

The caufe of this dreadful affair 
was the villuiny and careleffnefs of 
our cooper and iteward, who were 

employed ia ticaling liquors; they 
had ftuck a candle agai ut a beam, 
which dropping into the bucket full 
of fpirits, immediately {ct it on fire, 
as alio the puncheon; thev 
tempted to fmother it by putting in 
the bung, but it inftantly burit the 
cafk, and threw the burning fpirits 
all over the lazaretto, which was 
full of fpirits, oil, pitch, and eord- 
age, being only jeparated by the 
deck from the magazine, which was 
directly under it. 

i were killed by this melan- 
choly accident, 7 lieutenants, and 
97 petty officers and jeamen belong- 
ing to the men of war; two officers 
and z5 feamen belonging to the In- 
diamen, all our officers, with about 
15 petty officers and feamen, and 
four paflengers. Mr. Ro’s, mid- 
fhipman, being on the poop, efcaped 
unhurt. Many more were faved, 
but fome with fractured limbs, and 
otherwife much hurt. 


ut- 
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—. The Hinchinbrook Indiaman 
is wrecked in Bengal river. The crew 
and the cargo are fuppoted to be 
faved, 

13. A duel was fought, in a field 
near Little Chelfea, between capt, 
Charles Moftyn of the navy, and 
capt. Clarke of the African corps, 
which terminated in the death of the 
former, who was fhot through the 
heart. The quarrel originated in 
the defence of a Jew, who goes about 
diverting company by taking off 
Mr. Fox. Words arofe: capt. 
Moftyn grew violent, and capt. 
Clarke was reduced to the neceflity 
of infifting on an apology, or call- 
ing capt. Moftyn to an account. 
Mr. Moffyn was a gallant officer, 
awed 25, who for his intrepid beha- 
viour was made pott in the Solitaire, 
a French fhip ot the line, taken by 
the Ruby. Capt. Clarke ftands 
high in the corps to which he be- 
longs. 

16. This evening the jury fat at 
the Albemarle Arms, in Albemarle. 
fireet, on the body of capt. Moityn, 
of the navy, who was killed in a 
duel on Friday laft, at three o’clock 
in the « atternoon, in a field near Lo- 
chee’s Acaiemy, Little Chelfea, by 
eaptain C larke, of the army ; which 
latted from fix in the evening tll four 
in the morning, when they  brourht 
in their verdict manflaughter, againtt 
ore Montague Clarke, efq. 

. This night’s gazette contains 
wc les to his majetty from the 
mayor, aldermen, and citizens ot 
Bath ; trom the mayor, aldermen, 
and citizens of Worcefter; from 
the bailiffs, magiftrates, fheriff, &c. 
of the city and clofe of the cathe- 
dral church of Litchficld ; from the 
gentlemen, merchants, manufac- 
turers, and traders of Birmingham ; 
from the portreeve, bailiff, &c. ot 
Honiton ; trom the merchants, trad- 
crs, &c. of Dartmouth, in Devon ; 
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from the mayor, bailiffs, and bur- 
gefles of Clifton Dartmouth Hard- 
refs, in Devon; and trom the gentle- 
men, Clothiers, &c. of ‘Trowbridge, 
on the removal of the late minif- 
trv, &e. 

zo. Thecaufe between Mr. Mack- 
lin and Mr. Colman was determ»ned 
in the court ot King’s-bench, after 
having been outttanding nearly ele- 
ven years. ‘The ground of the fuit 
was this: Mr. Macklin, in Sep- 
tember, 1773, entered upon an en- 
gagement as an actor of the Covent- 
garden company, tor three years, 
at a falary of gool. per feafon, 
with a benefit, On the 18th of 
November, in confegquence of a 
quarrel that had arifen betwe ca him 
and fome of the play -houte tre- 
quenters ot that day, a riot took 
pls ice in the theatre, and he was 
«riven from. the fiage, the ma- 
nagers not daring to let him ap- 
pear again. ‘The latter confidered 
this as an incapacitation ot Macklin 
to perform his part of the engage- 
ment, and fuppofed the contract 
neceflarily diflolved. Macklin, o 
the contrary, having fentregulariy to 
demand his falar Vy; andofiered to play 
any charaéterthe manager fhould ap- 
point, commenced a fuit in chancery 
torthe recovery of his falarv, and an 
averaged amount of profits tor his 
benefits. After filing bills and 
crofs bills, and various expentive 
and tedious proceedings in equity, 
he was adviled to try for a remedy 
at common law, and accordin gly 
brought an action on the cate in the 
court of King’s-bench, which came 
on tor hearing lait Friday. Sir 
Thomas Davenport, as counfel tor 
Mr. Macklin, opened his cafe to 
the court, and called evidence to 

rove the fubftantial facts. Mr. 
Dccncilh then. as counfel for Mr. 


Colman, opened the detence, and, 
if he could have fubiiantjated it, a 
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very flrong one it was: before, 
however, any witneffes were called 
in its fupport, lord Mansfield re- 
commended a compromife. Mr. 
Macklin rofe, and informed the 
court he had offered long fince to 
leave it to the arbitration of any one 
merchant, or any one lawyer in the 
kingdom, and ‘that he was then 

ready to abide by the decifion of 
any one of the jury. Lord Mans- 
field complimented Mr. Macklin on 
his candour and fairnefs; and it 
reticd with Mr. Colman how the 
matter was to terminate. Mr. Col- 
man declared, that he had never 
betore heard of the plaintiff's being 
ready to fubmit the cafe to the ar- 
bitrament of an individual, or he 
would have clofed with him on the 
propotition ; and that he would do 
fo then, provided the matter could 
be fo adjulted that he could be fe- 
cure that no more than his propor- 
tion of the fum awarded to Mr. 
Macklin fhould fall upon him. 
Mr. Colman explained what he 
meant, by ftating, that the engage- 

ment was for three years, in only 
the firit of which he had an interett 
in Covent-garden theatre, though 
the action was brought againit hun 
nominally for the whole fum claims 
ed, as the acting manager at the 
time Mr. Macklin was engaged tor 
the three years. Lord Mansfield 
told Mr. Colman, that being the 
detendant, he muft pay the whole 
furn, be the award what it might; 
but that his partners were bound to 
pay their proportions to him, and 
it could not be fuppefed that they 
would hetitate to diftharge, what 
the law would oblige them to pay, 
if they did make any hetitation upon 
the fub; ect. His lordfhip then taid, 
he would fettle the matter if the 
partics approved. This being af- 
fented to by Mr. Macklin and Mr, 
Colman, his lord@ip fuid, he con- 


fidered 





(12) 


fidered a riot in a theatre, of the 
fort in queftion, as a common cala- 
mity, by which the manager and 
performer were equal fufferers, and 
therefore he fhould halve the mat- 
ter, and as Mr. Macklin had brought 
his action for 1000]. award him 
sool. and each party to pay their 
own cofts. ‘This was cheerfully ac- 
ceded to by Mr. Macklin and Mr, 
Colman, and a rule drawn to en- 
force the decifion, and tie up the 
plaintiff and defendant from com- 
mencing any future fuit or fuits 
upon the fubject. Some civilities 
patfed between lord Mansfield and 
Mr. Macklin, and the latter, before 
he went out of court, affured his 
lordthip, that he had never known 
what juftice or equity was before, 

21- This night’s gazette contains 
addreffes to his majefty from the 
county of Denbigh, the citizens of 
Brittol, the city of Wells, the town 
of Wolveriampton, the borough of 
New Windfor, the borough of An- 
dover, the borough of Lynn Regis, 
the town of Lancatter, the borough 
of St. Alban’s, the borough of 
Marlboreugh, and from the cham- 
berlains and comimon council, free- 
holders, and other inhabitants of 
the borough of Alnwick, on the 
difmiffion of the late miniitry, and 
the prefent fituation of affairs. 

23. We are affured that the right 
honourable the earl of Stamford has 
mot obligingly accepted of the of- 
fice of prefident of the Humane 
Society ; and that lord Willoughby 
de Broke, lord Beauchamp, fir Jo- 
feph Andrews, bart. the honourable 
Philip Bouverie, Mr. alderman 
Sawbridge, Dr. Lettfom, Edward 
Bridgen, efq. and James Horsfall, 
efq. have alto accepted the offices 
of vice-prefidents to this charity. 

24. This might’s gazette con- 
tains addreffes to his majefty from 
the county of Berks; from the 
county of Corawall ; from the city 
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of Aberdeen; from the county of 
Oxford, from the town of Shrewf. 
bury ; from the town of Kingiton- 
upon-Hull; from the town and 
port of Folkftone; from the town 
and port of Dover; from the county 
of Wilts; from the county of York; 
and from the borough of Abing- 
don, on the difmiifion of the late 
minifiry, &e. &c. 

Dublin Caftle, Feb. 24. The duke 
of Rutland, who embarked at Ho- 
lyhead lait night, on board his ma- 
jJelty’s yacht the Dorfet, arrived 
fafe in the harbour about one 
o’clock this afternoon. His grace 
was received at landing by the lord- 
mayor and fheriffs of the city of 
Dublin. ‘The regiments of foot in 
garrifon lined the ftreets through 
which his grace paffed to the Caftle, 
attended by a iquadron of horfe, 
His grace, on his arrival at the 
Caftle, was introduced in form to 
the earl of Northington, who re- 
ceived him, fitting under the canopy 
of ftate, in the prefence chamber. 
A council met at five o’clock, and a 
proceffion was made from the pre- 
fence chamber to the council cham- 
ber, where his grace’s commiffion 
was read, and the oaths adminittered 
to him, after which, his grace hav- 
ing received the fword from the 
earl of Northington, and being in- 
vefted with the collar of the moft 
illuftrious order of St. Patrick, the 
great guns in his majefty’s park the 
Phoenix, were fired, and anfwered 
by the regiments on duty. His 
grace then repaired to the pre- 
fence chamber, where he received 
the compliments of the nobility and 
other perfons of difin¢tion, upon 
his grace’s fafe arrival to take upon 
him the government of this king- 
dom. 

Dublin-Cafile, Feb. 26. This day, 
about two o’clock, the earl of 
Northington, late lord lieutenant 
of thjs kingdom, left the caftle, in 

ordeg 
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order to embark on board his ma- 
jefty’s yacht the Dorfer, on his re- 
turn to England. 

His grace the duke of Rutland, 
lord lieutenant, and the earl of 
Northington, went together from 
the catile in a coach drawn by fix 
horfes, and preceded by a leading 
coach and fix, in which were the 
officers of itate, to the South Wall. 
They were efcorted by a fquadron 
of horfe, and attended by a great 
number of the nobility and perfons 
of diftin¢tion, the lord-mayor, fhe- 
riffs, feveral of the aldermen and 

rincipal citizens in their carriages, 
followed by a concourfe of people 
to the water fide. The ftreets were 
lined by the regiments of infantry 
on Dublin duty ; and the earl of 
Northington received every demon- 
ftration of refpect as he pafled 
through the ftreets from the people, 
who teftified their regard by re- 
peated wifhes for his welfare and 
fafe return to England, 

27. Mr. Recorder made his re- 
port to his majefty of the following 
convicts under fentence of death in 
Newgate: 

John Ath, Thomas Welch, John 
Lee, Daniel Hickman alias Hick- 
ings, Thomas Ledger, George 
Allen, Anne Moore, Sarah Par- 
tridge, George Milton, ‘Thomas 
Jones, Jofeph Dunnage, Jofeph 
Clark, Jofeph Harrifon, William 
Bell, John Parker, Samuel Gaf- 
coyne, and William Clarke; when 
his majeity was pleafed to order 
George Allen, Thomas Ledger, Jo- 
feph Clarke, John Lee, John Ath, 
and Thomas Welch, for execution 
on Thurfday next the 4th init, in 
the Old-Bailey. 

28. The committee appointed to 
prefent the freedom of the city to 
the right hon. William Pitt, went 
in procefhon, preceded by the city 
marthal, and accompanied by the 
fheriifs and town-clerk, to his houte 
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in Berkeley-fquare, from whence 
that gentleman accompanied them 
to Grocers Hall, in the Poultry (of 
which company he had accepted the 
freedom), where an elegant enter- 
tainment was provided in honour 
of Mr. Pitt, it is faid, at not lefs 
than 1000 guineas expence, When 
they reachgd Temple-Bar the co- 
lours of the city and of the grocers 
company were carried before the 
procefon in their way to Grocers 
Hall. It was attended by a prodi« 

ious concourfe of port After 
Mr. Pitt had taken the oath, ufue 
ally adminittered to frecmen upon 
their admiffion, Mr. Wilkes addrefl> 
ed him as follows : 

Sir, 

I give you joy, andI congratus 
late the city ot London on the ime 
portant acquifition it has this day 
made. I reckon it, fir, among 
the moft fortunate events of my life, 
that I have the honour of being di- 
rected by the unan:mous refolution 
of the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
common-council, to enrol your 
name in the archives of this metro- 
polis among thofe princes and he- 
roes who have been the benefactors 
of our country, and the friends of 
mankind, with the glorious deli- 
verer of this nation, with the hero 
of Culloden, with the illuftrious 
fiatefman from whom you derive 
your defcent. The city of Lon- 
don, fir, with pride and exulta- 
tion, now behold revived in the fon 
thofe folid virtues, fhining talents, 
and powerful eloquence, which 
they long admired in the father, but 
above all that generous love of our 
country, and its divine conftitu- 
tion, fuperior to the groveling, for- 
did vaews of private felf-intereft, or 
perfonal ambition. You have, fir, 
thus early in your minitterial ca- 
reer, commanded the efleem and 
admiration of this city and nation, 
by a noble act of difintereitednefs in 
| favour 
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favour of the public, for which I 
believe you fcarcely could find a 
precedent, nor I fear will you be 
unitared by any future minitter. 
We look up, fir, to that fupe- 
sior ability, and purity of public 
virtue, which ditiinguith you, for 
the revormation of many abufes, as 
well as the fteady protection of our 
chartered rights, property, and 
freedom. The admjniftration of 
your noble father gave us fecurity 
at home, carried the glory of this 
nation to the utmost hei: ght abroad, 
and extended the bounds ot the em- 
pire to countries, where the Roman 
eagle never flew. A late admini- 
ttration undertook an unjuit and 
wicked war, which difmembered 
the empire by depriving us of our 
moit valuable colonies, and has 
brought us almott to the brink of 
bankruptcy. To rettore this king- 
dom to any degree of proiperity 
and greatnefs, demands the utmoit 
exertions of virtue and ability, with 
every fupport both of the crown 
and people at large. I hope you 
will meet with both, and | know 
how high you itand in the conti- 
ukence of the public. Much is to 
be done ; but you have youth, ca- 
pacity, and firmnets. It is the 
characierittic of a true patriot ne- 
ver to defpair, and we havea well- 
grounded hope of your making us 
again a great, powerful, happy, 
and united people, by a fieady, uni- 
form, wife, and dilinterefled con. 
duct, Your nable tather, fir, an- 
nihilated party, and [ hope vou 
will in the end bear down and con- 
quer the hydra of faction, which 
now rears its hundred heads againitt 
you. I remember his faying, that 
for the good ot the people he dared 
to look the proudett connections otf 
this country in the face. I trutt 
that the fame fpirit antmnates his 
fon, and as he has the fame fup- 
port of the crown and the peap.c, 
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I am firmly perfuaded that the fame 
fuccets will tollow, 
Mr. PIL£T’s Anfwer toMr. Cham. 
berlain WiLkEs. 
SIR, 

I beg to return you my bed 
thanks for your very obliging ex. 
preilions. Nothing can be more 
encoura ean Ah to me, in the difcharge 
ot my -r lic duty, than the coun- 
tenance of thofe, whom, from this 
day, I may have the honour of 
calling my tellow-citizens. 


We are extremely forry to learn 
thit the mob on Saturday night 
broke many windows as they went 
along, and in St. James’s ftreet an 
aftray happened between them and 

a parcel of chairmen at Brookes’s, 
in which the latter proved trium- 
phant, and Mr, Pitt was obliged 
to quit his carriage and retire to 
White’s tor protection. His coach 
was much injured, and the mob 
that dragged it went and broke Mr, 
Fox’s windows in St. James’s Place 
in revenge, 

This night’s gazette contains 
addrefies from\Vettminiter, Durham, 
Worceiler, Neweaitle upon Tyne, 
Buckingham, Newark upon Trent, 
Maidtione, Aylefbury, Sandwich, 
Lanerk, Glafgow, and Dundee, 
humbly thanking his majetty for the 
recent change he has been pleated 
to muke in his councils. 


MARCH. 


1. The fervants of the duke de 
Chartres artived at the duke’s houfe 
in Portland Place, and his grace is 
hourly expected trom France. 

2. This night’s gazette contains 
addreffes to his majeity from the 
town of Falmouth; from the bo- 
rough of Daventry, in Northamp- 
tonihire ; from the town and counh- 
tv ot Poole; from Warehain, in 
Dortetihhire ; from Penryn, in Cory. 


» 


wall; from the city of Glatgaw 3 
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from Dumfries ; fromDumfermline ; 
from Innerkeithing ; from Queenf- 
berry ; and from Sterling: on the 
prefent fituation of public affairs. 

4. This morning were executed 
in the Old Bailey, oppofite New- 
gate, purfuant to their fentence, the 
jix following convicts, viz. John 
Lee, tor forging a bill of exchange 
for 151. on the office of ordnance ; 
John Ath, for perfonating Mr.Tho 
mas Eaton, proprietor of 7 sol. tour 
per cent. confol. annuities, and 
transferring the fame; 1 homas 
Ledger, and George Allen, tor 
breaking into the houfe of John 
Doudy, and ftealing 208. in halt- 
pence ; ‘1 homas Welch, for break- 
ing into the houfe of Thomas Dud- 
worth, and flealing feveral things, 
and for privately ilealing in the thop 
of 1 homasMoore,two gold watches, 
and a metal watch; and Jofeph 
Clark, for returning from tran{fport- 
ation before the expiration of his 
fentence. They all behaved very 


penitent, and were turned off at 
eight o’clock. 

Mr. Lee, one of the unhappy 
convicts, was born and Pe. A 
gentleman ; he pofleffed a flrong 
underftanding and polifhed man- 


ners) When very young, he 
entered the army as an enfign, 
and by force of merit and addrefs he 
obtained a company. His compa- 
nions were ot the firft rank, which 
led hjm into expence, and obliged 
him to fell his commiffion, He then 
attached hjmfelt to Mi's J-——, the 
actrefs, and went upon the ftage, 
where, notwithitanding his accom- 
plifhments, he made but an indiffe- 
rent figure. Whjle they were, asq 
part of the Edinburgh company, 
playing at the theatre of Aberdeen, 
they were encouraged to open an 
academy for teaching the Eng- 
lif language. Mrs. I.ee was much 
patronized, and had the daughters 
et the pr incipal gentry in the coun- 
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try at her houfe. Captain Lee was 
too fond of gambling, long to pre- 
ferve his characterin a place, where, 
though they are lefs rigid chan other 
parts of Scotland, they yet pay at- 
tentien to the morals of thofe who 
are inveited with public duties ; and 
on the death of Mrs. Lee, he was 
again fuftered, without regret, to 
go abroad into the world. He re- 
newed his acquaintance with the 
itave, and played at Portfmouth 
and other theatres. A few days 
previous to the commiffion of the 
crime tor which he fuffered, he ar- 
rived in London without a farthing, 
and being literally ftarving, and 
afhamed to beg, urged by the calls 
of nature, he went to the Rofe 
tavern, in Bridges-ftrect, where 
he had often fpent large fums, 
and having dined, borrowed from 
the proprictor of the houte a guie 
nea and a halt, giving him as fecuri- 
ty a paper purporting to be lord 
‘Yownthend's draft on the ordnance 
office; the dratt being offered for 
payment, was flopped, and Mr, 
Lee being feon after apprehended, 
was tried and convicted, &c. His 
friends did every thing that friend- 
fhip could dictate to fave his life, 
but in vain, 

Mr. Lee requefted that he might 
give the fignal tor the executioner 
to put a period to their exiltence, 
whch being granted, after a few 
moments private ejaculations, he 
dropped his handkerchiet, and the 
falfe bottom on which they ftood in 
an inftant fell in, and deprived 
them of all fenfe. Mr. Lee made 
fome few momentary ftruggles. 

—. Atagenecral courtof ihe gover- 
nors of st. Barcholomew’s Hotpiral, 
William Pitcairn, M. D. prefident 
of the College of Phyficians, was 
unanimoufly elected treafurer of the 
faid hofpital in the room of John 
Darker, efq. decea‘’ed, 

ex. A ruitic monument has larely 
been 
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been erefted to the memory of 
the unfortunate Chatterton, in a 
very romantic fpot, belonging to 
Philip | hicknefle, efq. about half 
amilefrom Bath. It is a rude, but 
fubttantial Gothic arch, raifed be- 
tween two hills, over which is 
placed the profile, in relict, of the la- 
mented youth, and underneath an 
infcription, purporting,that ‘though 
his days were fhort and miferable, 
yet his fame fhali live for ever.” In 
the back yround are a broken lyre 
and a voung laurel nipped in the 
bud. This token of affection to 
Chattcrton’s memory has excited 
great curiofity, and Mr. Thick- 
nefie’s beautiful hermitage is con- 
ftantly vifited by all perfons diftin- 
guifhed tor their taite or fenti- 
ment. 

6. This night’s gazette contains 
addreffes to his majeity from the ci- 
tizens of Briftol ; from the borough 
of Truro; from the town of Chard; 
from the borough of Warwick; 
from the borough of -Tamworth, 
in the counties of Warwick and 
Stafford; from the county of De- 
von; from the county of Bucks; 
from theborough of Bridport ; from 
the county of Fite; from the bo- 
rough of Kirkcaldy; from the 
fhire of Linlithgow; and the anci- 
ent and loyal burgh of Ayr, on the 
prefent ftate ot affairs, the difmif- 
tion of the late miniftry, &c. &c. 

g- The following is the fub- 
ftance of the letter from Scilly, 
which gives an account to the di- 
rectors of the India company of the 
lofs of the Nancy packet, 

«© A perfon, whofe bufinefs is to 
attend at the Scilly Iflands, on fee- 
ing fome letters wafhed on fhore, 
which, on opening, he found came 
from India, fufpecting fome veffel 
from that part of the world to be 
loft, offered a large reward for any 
perfon to go off; they accordingly 
difcovered a wreck under water 

1 
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with great difficulty, and got up a 
packet bag, which contained feve. 
ral letters. 

‘¢ The following are a part of the 
paffengers known to have been on 
board the Nancy at the time; Mr. 
Percy, furgeon to fir Edward 
Hughes; My. Afhburner, late of 
the council at Bombay ; Mr, Bond; 
Mr. Page and fon; Mits A. Thom. 
fon ; capt. Haldane; his firft and 
fecond mate; Mr. M‘Kenzie; Mrs. 
Cargill, and an infant child of 
twenty months old. The bodies 
were moftly naked, and fuppofed to 
have been in bed at the time.” 

—. Mr. Nefbit’s divorce bill was 
read a third time in the houfe of 
commons, and paffed. 

—. This night’s gazette contains 
addrefies to his majefty from the 
county of Stafford, from the borough 
of Cricklade; from the borough of 
Penryn; from the county of Ber- 
wick; from the provoft, magif- 
trates, and town-council of the 
royal burrow of Culrofs, on the 
difmiffion of the late minifters, &c. 

1c. The entertainment at Carle- 
ton Houfe was one of the grandeft 
f{pectacles that we have had in this 
country for years, and was becom. 
ing the prince of a free nation. 
The dinner was given to the whole 
of that moft refpectable body of 
gentlemen who have affembled at 
the St. Alban’s Tavern, with the 
laudable view of reconciling the 
hoftile parties by which the nation 
has been dittracted, and bringing 
about an union capable of ee 
ing the ftrong meafures neceflary in 
fo critical a moment. The ball at 
night exhibited a fcene of beauty 
and magnificence unparalleled. Lady 
Beauchamp’s groupe, confifting of 
herfelf, her fifters, the Mifs Ingrams, 
and the Mifs Talbots, were faid to be 
the moft exquifitely beautiful of any 
in the room. They were all five in 
Spanith dreffes, uniform, of white 


crape 
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crape fpangled with gold, and orna- 
mented with precious ttones. They 
had the fineit effect in the dance. 

11. At a mecting of the gentle- 
men interefted in the ifland of Gre- 
nada, the Grenadines, St. Vincent, 
Dominica, Tobago, St. Chriito- 
pher, Nevis, and Montferrat, held 
at the London Tavern, Sir Wil- 
liam Young, Bart. in the chair : 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this 
mecting, imprefled with the deepett 
fenfe of gratitude for the humani- 
ty, juflice, and generofity, fo ex- 
emplarily difplayed by his excel- 
lency Monfieur le Marquis de Bou- 
ile, in his feveral conqueits and 
chief command over the above 
iflands, during the late war, beg 
leave to offer to his excellency this 
public tettimony of their veneration 
and efteem. 

Refolved, That a committee, 
confifting of Sir William Young, 
Bart. lieutenant general Robert 


Melville, William Woodley, efq. 


Richard Neave, efq. Walter Nif- 
bet, efq. Robert Udney, efy. John 
Anthony Rucker, efq, do wait up- 
on his excellency with a copy of 
thefe proceedings, and requett, 
that he will honour this meeting 
with his company to dinner at this 
place, on fuch aday as may be mott 
agreeable to him to appoint, with 
fuch of his friends and countrymen 
as he may pleafe to introduce. 
efolved, That a piece of plate 
be prefented to Monficur Le Mar- 
quis de Bouille, in the name and 
on behalf of this meeting, as a fmall, 
but grateful tribute due to his mag- 
nanimity and juilice, and that the 
above committee do caufe the faid 
piece of plate to be prepared, and 
to have fubfcribéd thereon, the fub- 
tiance of the firit refolution. 
Wititam Younc, Chairman. 
A copy of the above proceedings 
1734. 
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being prefented by the committee 
to Montieur Le Marquis de Bouille, 
his excellency was picafed to make 
the following reply. 

* Gentlemen, 

“* T return you my acknowledg- 
ments for the very great and diilin- 
guifhed honour you have done me, 
of which I entertain the warmeit 
fenfe. 

** My conduct towards the Weft. 
India colonies, which fell by the 
fate of war, under the dominion of 
France, was fuch, as not only 
flowed trom the examples of magna- 
nimity and juitice, given by my 
fovereign, but was the natural re- 
fult of that high efteem and confi- 
deration, which I have always held 
for a nation, fo refpectable and re- 
nowned as that of Great-Britain.— 
I cannot, therefore, but wholly at- 
tribute the value you are pleafed to 
fet on my actions, to the generofit 
of your Seckaanen of which I thatt 
preferve a conilant remembrance.” 

12. A report was made to the 
houfe of commons from the com- 
mittee to whom Sir Afhiton Lever’s 
petition had been referred; and the 
fame being read, a motion was af- 
terwards made 

‘* For leave to bring in a bill for 
enabling Sir Afhton Lever wo dif- 
pofe of his collection of {pecimens 
of natural hiltory, exhibited in 
Leicciter Fields, by way of chance, 
in fuch manner as may be moft for 
his benefit.” Upon the queition 
put, leave was given accordingly. 

13. Between three and four 
o’clock Mr. Pitt went as privately 
as poffible in a friend’s carriage, at- 
tended only by one gentleman, to 
Goldfmith’s Hall, Fotter Lane, 
where a moft elegant dinner was 
provided for him by che company. 
The other noblemen and gentlemen 
who were invited, among whom 

(B) were 
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were earl Temple, earl Chatham, 
lord Sydney, lord Camelford, lord 
Mahon, &c. alio took the precau- 
tion of going as privately as poffi- 
ble, fo that not any of them were 
difcovered by the populace, till 
they were turn ng out of St. Paul’s 
Church-yard into Cheapfide ; when 
Mr. Pitt’s carriage being joined 
by one of the ethers, the mob dif: 
covered him, and made an effort to 
take out the horfes, and drag him 
to the hall; but he prevailed on 
them to the contrary, as the di- 
ftance he had to go was fo fhort. 

—. This night’s gazette contains 
addrefles to his majetly, from the 
county of Anglefey ; from the town 
of Liverpool; from the town of 
Bedford; from the borouch of 
Doncafter and town of Rotherham, 
in Yorkfhire; from the grand jury 
of the county of Bucks; from the 
borough of Great Marlow ; from 
the borough of Oakhampton ; from 
the borough of Biddeford ; from the 
borough of Stockbridge ; from the 
borough of Salrafh; and from the 
borough of Harwich, on the prefent 
fituation of affairs. 

16. At twelve o’clock laft night 
the lord mayor received a letter 
from the right hon. W. Pit, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, relative 
to an execution for 180, ool. be- 
ing levied on the hon. the Eaft India 
company. Early this morning his 
lordthip fent for the fword-bearer, 
and ordered fummonfes for a court 
of aldermen vetterday. His lord- 
fhip, the flieri#s, and feveral alder- 
men had a contcrence for two hours 
on this extraordinary occafion, as 
the execution was faid to be not 
firidtly regular. The officer who 
levied, notwithfianding the large- 
nefs of the demand, executed the 
writ without the knowledge of his 
principals, and his fees amount to 
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18. (d. in the pound, being 13,0001. 
The execution was for duties to vo- 
vernment, and it is faid to be with- 
drawn by confent of miniftry. 

The court of aldermen have fuf- 
pended the fecondary of the Comp. 
ter for having on his own mere mo- 
tion, and without previous authces 
rity from the theriffs, levied the 
above execution. 

The above circumftance is an 
additional proof of the bad confe- 
quences the practice of felling places 
in the city is liable to. ‘The tecon- 
dary is fo far the deputy of the 
fheriffs for the time being, that 
every pecuniary mnfque, otheially 
incurred by the imprudence or 
mifconduct of the former, falls upon 
the latter ; and yet the fecondary’s 
place being a purchafe, the fheritis 
have no immediate controul over 
him. 

—. This night’s gazette contains 
addrefles from the county of Effex, 
from the town of Sunderland, from 
the corporation of Penzance, from 
the borough of Tregony, trom the 
borough of Afhburton, from the 
borough of Ludlow, from the town 
of Paifley, from the town of Kil- 
marnock, froin the burgh of Kirk- 
cudbright, and from the city of 
Aberdeen, humbly thanking his 
majeity for the appointment of his 
prefent minitters. Likewife a fe- 
cond addrefs from the inhabitants 
of Ttegony, expreflive of their con- 
cern at the prefent diftrafted ftate 
of the Britifh empire, and humbly 
imploring his majefty to call fuch 
men into his fervice as have the con- 
fidence of the reprefentatives of the 
people. 

17. The following affair was dif- 
covered in a court by the fide of 
Ficet-Market. Some of the lodgers 
finelt fomething offenfive up two 
pair of ftairs, where a man and his 


family 
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family lodged, and calling to the 
children to open the door, they re- 
plied they could not: on which the 
people burit it open, when they 
found the poor woman dead upon 
the bed, and four children, two 
boys oad two girls, naked, and al- 

mof ttarved to death, three of them 
fo weak for want of food, that they 
could not ftand. The eldett boy, 
whocould jut fpeak to be underftood, 
faid, that his mother died the 12th 
of February, and that their tather 
left them foon after. J he parifh 
officers were fent for, who ordered 
them to be carried in chairs to the 
workhoufe, and great care to be 
taken of them. ‘The deceafed was 
with difficulty, being in a itate of 
putrefaction, put into a cofha, to 
be carried to the workhoufe for in- 
terment. 

19. The fecond reading of Mr. 
Chrittie’s divorce bill was, upon mo- 
tion yefterday in the houfe of peers, 
further adjourned to Tuefday the 
goth infant. 

This night’s gazette contains 
an nddrefs from the prefbyterian 
miniflers of the general fynod of 
Ulfier, in Ireland, exprefiive of a 
fieady attachment to his majetty’s 
perfon and family, and of grateful 
acknowledgements for his majetty’s 
royal munificence in augmenting 
the royal bounty towards them. An 
addrefs from the gentlemen, clergy, 
freemen, and inhabitants of the city 
of Coventry, prefented by the right 
hon. lord Shefheld, one of the re- 
prefentatives in parliament for the 
faid city on the prefent alarming 
firuation of affairs, the difmitlion of 
the late miniitry, and exprefiive of 
a firm reliance on his majefty’s wil- 
dom and paternal goodnefs in the 
employment of men whofe abilities 
and unbiaffed integrity may bet 
promote the welfare aad happineis 
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of the kingdom. An addrefs from 
the mayor, builifs, and commonal- 
ty of the city of Coventry, pre- 
fen:ed by Richard Hopsins, efq. 
with aflurances of fidelity and attich- 
ment to his majetty’s perfon and ta- 
mily, and congratulating the king 
on his appointment of the prefent 
miniitry. An addrefs from the 
mayor and citizens of Rochetter ; 
the inhabitants of the borough ot 
Tewkefbury ; the freeholders, juf- 
tices, and heri:ors of the county of 
Edinburgh; thanking his majeity 
for the jaft exercife of his preroga- 
tive, &c. An addrefs from the 
tree holders and inhabitants of Red- 
ruth, lamenting the prefent ftate of 
public affairs, occafioned by a want 
of a firm and united adminiftration, 
and expreflive of an carocit hope 
that his majetty will, in comphance 
with the withes of the houfe of com- 
mons, call into his eouncils fuch 
men as have the confidence of par- 
liament, &c. and an addiefs from 
the lord provolt, magiitrares, and 
council of the city of Glafgow, 
thanking his majefly for his late en- 
deavours to form an efficient, firm, 
extended, adminiftration, the juft 
exercife of his prerogative, &c. 

—. A filver ladle, elegantly ens 
graved and gilt, given by the right 
hon. the cari of Orford, was run tor 
in the park at Houghton, by grey- 
hounds, the property of farmers, in 
that neighbourhood. No fewer 
than thirty-two dogs appeared on 
this occalion, which were divided 
into fix box-hare courfes, the win- 
ner of each again flarting in two di- 
vifions, and the two bef of thefe 
courfed a field-hare for the prize, 
which was won by a red and whie 
dog of Mr. Davy’s. 

23. As two ladies and a gentle- 
man were walking from Diury-lane 
thestre to their carriage, which 
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ftmod a few paces down Catherine - 
ttreet, they were furrounded by a 
bandit: of light-fingered wretches 
who iiruck the gentleman a violent 
blow on his breaft, and then robbed 
him of his watch, money, and every 
thing about him; the ladies were 
roughly treated, bur their long 
cloaks being wrapped round them, 
prevented their pockets from being 
picked. 

—. This n'ight’s gazette contains 
addreffes to his majeity from the gen- 
tlemen, clergy, and frecholders of 
the county ot Carnarvon ; from the 
juilices of the peace of the county 
of Invernefs; from the mayor, al- 
dermen, fheriffs, common-council, 
gentlemen, clergy, and inhabitants 
of the city of Chetter; from the 
lords of manor, clergy, freeholders, 
merchants, traders, and inhabitants 
of the town and port of Bridlington; 
from the mayor, magiltrates, bai- 
liffs, and inhabitants of Guildford ; 
and from the bailiff, aldermen, ca- 
pital burgeffes, free burgeffes, &c. 
of New Radnor, in Radnorfhire, on 
the difmiffion of the late miniftry, 
&e. 

24. Early this morning fome 
thieves broke into the back part of 
the houfe, inhabited by the lord 
chancellor, in Great Ormond ftreet, 
having got over the wall, from the 
fields, into the garden, and from 
thence into the area, they forced 
two bars of the kitchen window, and 
entered the houfe, Having thus 
gained an entrance, they went up 
ftairs, into a room adjoining the 
ftudy, where they found the great 
feal of England; this they took 
from out the two bags, in which it is 
always kept, carrying away with 
them the plain feal only, or rather 
the two parts, which conflitute the 
whole; thcy alfo rook a fum of mo- 
ney, not very confiderable, and 
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two filver hilted fwords, having firft 
drawn them, and leaving the feab- 
bards behind. Not one of his lord- 
fhip’s fervants heard them during 
their ftay, and of courfe they got 
off with rather more eafe than th 
yot in. Thefe midnight robbers, 
left behind them their implement of 
induttry, a plain tool well tempered, 
and calculated as well for a weapon 
of defence (if oppofed) as an in- 
ftrument for forcing of locks. 

His majefty went to the houfe of 
peers, and was pleafed to prorogue 
the parliament with a moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne. 

25. The parliament was diffolved 
by royal proclamation. 

27. This night’s gazette contains 
addrefles from Northumberland, 
Leicefler, Warwick, Wenlock in 
Salop, Dorfet, Wigtown, and two 
from Aberdeen, in favour of the 
prefent miniftry, &c. 

30. At the clofe of the poll for 
the borough of Hertford, the num- 
bers were 

For Mr. Calvert, 365 
Baron Dimfdale, 292 
Mr. Baker, 223 
Whereupon the two former were 
declared duly elected. 

—. Amecting was holden at Guild- 
hall for nominating four perfons to 
reprefent the city of London in 
parliament, when the fhew of hands 
was declared to be in favout of fir 
Watkin Lewes, Mr. Newnham, 
Mr. Watfon, and Mr. Pitt: but a 
poll was demanded by the friends 
of alderman Sawbridge, Mr. At- 
kinfon, and Mr. Smith. Alder- 
man Pickett, who had offered his 
fervices, declined giving any fur- 
ther trouble. Among other fpi- 
rited refolutions agreed to in the 
common hall, by the almoft unani- 
mous voice of the liverymen ever 
aflembled, the moi material was a 

tell, 








1784«] 


teft, that they would ¢o the urmoft 
of their Paver inforce the inftruc- 
tions of their conitituents legally 
convened in common hall for that 
purpofe, or refign if fuch initruc- 
tions fhould militate again{t their 
judgment. 

31. Came on the election for the 
town of Kingtlon upon Hull, and 
at the clofe of the poll the following 
day at noon, the numbers were 

For W. Wilberforce, efq. 807 

Samuel Thornton,” efq. 751 
David Hariley, > 337 
Upon which the two former were 
declared duly elected. 


APRIL. 


1. This day being appointed by 
the high bailiff for the nomination 
of candidates, to reprefent the 
city of Wetiminiter in parliament, 
an immenfe body of people affem- 
bled in Covent-Garden before ten 
o’clock. About noon lord Hood 
and fir Cecil Wray afcended the 
huftings, attended by a numerous 
train of friends; and foon after 
Mr. Fox, preceded by a band of 
mufic and feveral flags, arrived 
from St. James’s-itreet.—The writ, 
with the act to prevent bribery and 
corruption being read, the feveral 
candidates, lord Hood, fir Cecil 
Wray, and Mr. Fox were about to 
be nominated as candidates, when 
the high bailiff, judging it impofhible 
to collect the fenie of the eleéctors 
from the tumult which prevailed, 
was of opinion, that as a poll had 
been demanded by feveral of the 
elefors, a fhew of hands was not 
neceffary on the occafion. 

Mr. Baker came forward, and ex- 
prefied his with that the fenfe of 
the electors might be taken by the 
ufual mode of a fhew of hands, but 
the high bailiff perfifting in his opi- 
nion, the point was given up, 
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Mr. Baker made a lorg fpeech 
in favour of Mr. Fox, and patled 
the higheft eulogiums on his inte- 
grity and abilities, and recom. 
mended him in the warme{t manner 
to the electors. He was anfwered 


y 

Dr. Jebb,who addreffed the people 
nearly in the following words :— 
** Betore I thall enter upon the 
merits of the gentleman whom I 
fhall recommend to your fuffrages, 
I will fpeak upon a point which 
bears no reference to party, but 
which immediately and highly in- 
tereits yourfelves. ‘Till the fpirit 
of the people fhall have reftored 
the primitive conftitution of parlia- 
ment, it becomes you, when dele- 
gating a trutt for fo long aterm as 
feven years, to ufe every precau- 
tion in your power that fo impor- 
tant a truft fall not be abufed. 
After the example of the city of 
London, I thall therefore propofe 
the following declaration, which 1 
conceive no candidate, that meana 
well tothe people, can object to. 

“* Ido declare upon my honour, 
that upon a fair fign ification of the 
withes of my conflituents, | will 
either act in conformity to their in- 
ftructions, or embrace the firft op- 
portunity of vacating my feat.” 

Dr. Jebb then proceeded to de- 
clare, that, in order to warn per- 
fons, who might hereafter obtain 
the affections ot the people, againtt 
infulting their honeft feelings, it 
became them to fhew their abbor- 
rence of the coalition, by a rejection 
of that candidate, who had failed 
the pait expectations of the people 
of England, and had joined with a 
fet of men, who had brought this 
country to the brink of defirudtion. 
He declared his high approbation 
of the parliamentary conduct of fir 
Cecil Wray, which had ever been 
honourable, uniform, and confiftent ; 
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attentive to his dutics, the friend 
of parliamentary reform, and at- 
tached from principle to the caufe 
of freedom ; and he nom nated him 
with full confidence that he would 
ferve them with fidelity and zeal. 

Mr. Fox advanced next, but the 
unceafing clamour and applaufe he 
received, prevented him from fay- 
ing more than a few words, which 
could not be diftinctly heard. 

Lord Hood and fir Ceci] Wray 
then came jorward. Lord Hood 
was heard for a few minutes; he 
declared he had no perfonal with to 
gratify, in olicring himfelf a candi- 
date; his only ‘ambition was to 
ferve his country, and if the clec- 
tors thought proper to honour him 
with their voluntary fuffrages, he 
fhould confider ic as one of the 
greate!t honours of his Ife. 

Sir Cecil Wray macg feveral at- 
tempts to fpeak, but to no purp ofe ; 
the tumult became immoderate 
whenever he appeared. 

At Wood’s hotel enfigns of the 
French and Spanifh nations taken 
by admiral Hood during the late 
war were difplayed, and.a band of 
mufic, playing Britons {trike home, 
was feated in the windows of the 
hotel.—A flag was diiplayed before 
the huftings, on which was written, 
Lord Hood, Sir Cecil Wray ;—No 
Bribery ;—No Receipt Tax; and 
under thefe words, the Ville de 
Puris was difplayed. 

On Mr Fox’s flags were written 
Fox and the Cen- itution ; No Tax 
on Maid Servants ; and May Chel- 
iea Hofpital ftand for ever ! 

The whole was one continued 
{feene of riot and contufion, till 
about two o’clock. The pol! then 
commenced, and continued till 
three, when Mr, Fox came forward 
and thanked the electors for their 


fupport, declaring that it frould be 
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his conftant ftudy to merit their 
free fuffrages. 

—. This night’s gazette contains 
addreffes from Yorkfhire ; from the 
og theriff and grand jury of Sur- 

; from Devonfhire; from Ox- 
foralthire ; ; from the high fheriff and 
grand jury of Devonihire; from 
Denbighti ire; from the county of 
Air ; trom Scarborough ; ; and from 
Henley upon Thames, in tavour of 
the prefent miniftry. 

ow April 51 1784. 

Ata very large and re pectable 
meeting of the frecholders of Mid- 
dlefex, held this day, by public ad- 
vertifement, at the Mermaid at 
Hackney, for the nomination of 

candidates to reprefent the county 
in the enfuing parliament, the fhe- 
riffs opened the bufinefs, and de- 
clared, that if, on the fhew of 
hands, any doubt fhould arife, they 
would grant them a divifion, and 
that the nominees or feconds fhould 


be the tellers on fuch divifion. John 


Wilkes, efq. George Byng, ef. 
and W illiam Mainwaring, efq. were 
then nominated as candidates. 

Before the fhew of hands was 
taken, it was moved and feconded, 
that the following teft fhould be 
figned by each candidate, viz. 

‘¢ 1 do folemnly declare, that if 
I_fhould be eleéted a member to 
ferve in parliament for the county 
of Middlefex, I will faithfully and 
fully obey the inftructions and di- 
rections of my conilituents, when- 
ever they fhall be convened for that 
purpofe. I alfo pledge myfelf to 
promote, as cover | as may be, a 
more fair and equal reprefentation 
of the people, and the fhortening 
of the dwation of parliament.” 
W hich motion being put, was car- 
ried in the affirmative by a very 
large majority. 

The teft being then offered to the 

threc. 
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three gentlemen, Meff. Wilkes and 
Mainwaring figned it, and Mr. 
Byng refuted. 

The candidates were then feve- 
rally put up, and the theriifs de- 
clared Meff. Wilkes and Mainwa- 
ring had a majority. 

Aftet the declaration was made 
by the fheriffs, the friends of Mr. 
Byng applied for a divifion ; on 
which an altercation took place on 
the mode of fuch divilion, and fome 
time after, the triends of Mr. Byng 
drew off to the lower part of the 
garden, when the fheriff and the 
friends of each candidate told them, 
amounting to 325 or 328. Mefirs. 
Wilkes and Mainwaring, and their 
friends, were then applied to, to 
adopt the fame method. Mr. 
Wilkes’s friends came forward, and 
about thirry were told by the fhe- 
rifts; but the friends of Meffrs, 
Wilkes and Mainwaring then re- 
fufed to proceed any further in the 
bufinefs, faying, asthe fheriffs had 
no doubt on the thew of hands, they 
would not agree to a divifion. 

A motion was then made and fe- 
conded, that the thanks of the 
meeting be given to the theriffs for 
their fair and impartial conduct: 
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which being put, was carried unani- 
mouily in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made and fe- 
conded, that the proceedings of this 
day be figned by the theriffs, and 
inferted in the public papers, which 
being put, was carried in the af- 
firmative by a very confiderable 
majority. 

A motion was then made and fe- 
conded, that this mecting do now 
adjourn, which being put, was car- 
ried in the affirmative by a very 
contiderable majority. 

Barnard Turwer, 
Tuomas SKINNER. 

—. Came on the election for the 
city of Briftel, when the candidates 
were, Matthew Lrickdale, George 
Daubeny, Henry Cruger, and Sa- 
muel Peach, efqrs. 

s. The election ended for the 
city of Norwich, when the num- 
bers were, for 


Sir Harbord Harbord, 2305 
Mr. Windham, 1297 
Mr. Hobart, 12 


6, AX three o’clock the poll for 
members to ferve in parliament for 
the city of London finally clofed. 
The numbers of each day’s poll 


were as follow: 








. W.- Th F., S. M. Tu. Total. 
Wartfon, yor 787 2148 1057 497 718 §51 4789 
Lewes, go 637 1078 1008 48% 724 537 4554 
Newnham, 100 635 1065 1010 482 O84 494 4471 
Sawbridge, 73 435 673 §73 292 420 357 3823 
Atkinfon, 67 3602 553 G14 293 471 424 3810 
Sinith, 20 257 ' 287 
Pitt, 52 56 





—. The poll forthe city of York 


finally clofed, when the numbers 
ftood as follow : 
For lord Galway, 
R.S. Milnes, efq. 
Lord J. Cavendifh, 
Sir William Milner, 
Mr. Foljambe and Mr. 


1086 
Oly 
git 
8o2 

W eddel 





have declined the poll for York. 
fluire. 
—. On the clofe of the poll for 


Cc amb ridve, the numbers were, for 


ir. Pitt, 
Lord Fufoe, 33s 
Mr. Townthend, 267 
Mr. Mansfield, st 
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7. Mr. Recorder made his re- 
port to his majefty of the convicts 
under fentence of death in New- 
gate: William Martin alias Tho- 
mas Banks, Danicl Clarke, John 
Davifon, Alexander Cullum, Wil- 
liam Hubbard, Richard M‘Donagh, 
Charles Manning, Daniel Gunter, 
John Smith, James Burn, William 
Proffer, John Jacob, Samuel Sel- 
fhire, and William Smith alias 
Burnham; when William Proffer, 
Richard M‘Donagh, William Mar- 
tin alias Thomas Banks, and Wil- 
liam Smith alias Burnham, were 
ordered for execution on Wednef- 
day next, the i 4th inftant, at the 
new place of execution betore New- 
gate. 

Extradl of a letter from Bat), Apr. 7. 

Our election is this minute over, 
when the numbers appeared thus : 


Hon. J. J. Pratt, 27 
Abel Moyfey, efq. 17 
Right hon. W. litt, 12 


—. The ftate of the poll for Suf- 
folk this evening : 
Sir John Rous, 

Jofhua Grigby, efq. 1233 

Sir Charles Bunbury, 239 

—.Atthe meeting at Bedford, for 
the cleétion of members for the 
county, the fhew of hands in the 
hall appeared in favour of lords 
Ongley and Offory. A poll was 
immediately demanded for the ho- 
nourable St. Andrew St. John. 

—. It is remarkable thar through 
the whole principality of Wales, 
there is not a fingle conteft on the 
prefent general election. 

—. A correfpondent, well ac- 
qvainted with all the unhappy cir- 
cumftances, has fent the following 

articulars of the unfortunate family 
Ciaty difcovered in the Fleet-mar- 
ket: 

The father was fome years a re- 
putable tradefman in Holborn, but 
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having through unavoidable loffes 
twice failed, he was, with a wife 
and four children, reduced to the 
greateft necefliry: however, his 
triends having purchafed him the 
place of a fheriff’s officer, his af- 
tairs began to wear a fomething 
better aipect; but a perfon, ar- 
refted for a confiderable fum, hav- 
ing efcaped from him, he was fued 
for the debt, and confined for two 
years in the Fleet, from whence he 
was at laft delivered at the burning 
that prifon by the rioters; b 

which, though he recovered his 
liberty, he loft his cloaths and 
— thing he had, which were 
confumed in'the flames. 

Thus turned pennylefs and al- 
moti naked into the world, he took 
a garret in the Fleet-market, and 
the landlord quitting the houfe 
foon after, his fucceflor (feeing 
only a decent-looking man, appa- 
rently much diitrefled, and a girl 
about fix or feven years old, who 
daily came down for a pennyworth 
of milk, and filled a large jug with 
water) knew nothing of the reft of 
the family. Thefe circumftances 
raifing his curiofity, he endeavour- 
ed to get into the room, but could 
not gain admittance, the door be- 
ing inftantly fhut whenever he was 
heard on the ftairs; but, being de- 
termined to get in, he took fome 
people up with him, and forced the 
door, when they difcovered a feene 
of diitrefs fearcely to be equalled ; 
a woman almott totally naked, a boy 
about twelve entirely fo, befides 
the father, and the girl above- 
mentioned. Eight fhillings were 
gathered for their relicf among the 
{fpectators, the acceptance of which 
be'ng declined by the parents, it 
was given privately to the young- 
eit girl; and the landlord forgiving 
what rent was due, he, with his 
daugh- 
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daughter, took another apartment 
at the houfe where the final difco- 
very was made, but without the 
leait intimation of their having any 
more in family. Here they con- 
tinued a confiderable time, till fe- 
veral voices being overheard in the 
room, and holes being bored in the 
wainicot, the whole family, with 
the addition of another naked boy, 
who feemed about fixteen, were 
feen fitting on the ground round a 
tub, with a board laid over fora 
table, and the mother dividing a 
loaf among them, of which fhe 
kept a very {mall part to herfelf. 
In confequence of this difcovery 
the landlord demanded his rent, 
not having yet received any, and 
the man told him, that, notwith- 
ftanding his prefent wretched cir- 
cumftances, he had a certain pro- 
{pect of being foon extricated from 
them, as the whole fortune of a 
relation, who was very rich and 
very old, muft come to him Be- 
ing quettioned as to the increafe of 
his tamily, he acknowledged that 
‘he brought in his wife and the 
youngeit boy late at night in a 
fack ; that the other, who had been 
articled to an attorney, and had 
parted with his mafler by agree- 
ment, came to him fince he had 
been there, and that they had fub- 
fitted on hfs cloaths till he had not 
a rag left. He added, he had an- 
other child, a young woman, who 
had contributed all in her power 
towards their fupport. Being ad- 
vifed to apply to the parifh, it agi- 
tated him very much, and he de- 
clared he would rather patiently 
fubmit to his diftrefles than reccive 
charity from any one. 

8. There was a very numerous 
meeting of the freeholders of the 
county of Norfolk, at the town hall 
at Norwich, for the nomination of 


candidates, ‘The fheriff (fir Tho- 
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mas Durant) read over the names 
of Aitley, Coke, and Wodchoufe. 
The name of Aiicy was echoed 
round the hall with continued burfis 
of applaufe; Mr. Coke next was 
received with great acclamations. 
Sir John Wodchoufe then came 
forward, and his friends were al- 
moft equally loud. Sir Thomas 
Durant endeavoured to take the 
fhew of hands for cach candidate, 
but in vain; for upwards of two 
hours, the hall was in a continual 
buftle and uproar. The theritf, 
finding it impoifible to take the 
fenfe of the county on the nomina- 
tion, withdrew. Sir Edward Aft- 
ley, apprehending the ftrength of 
the county much in Mr Coke's 
favour, took him by the hand, and 
propofed himfelt as joint candidate. 
190. The right honourable Fd- 
mund Burke was inftalled in the 
office of lord rector of the univerfity 
of Glafgow, he was attended by 
feveral perfons of rank and emi- 
nence; the fpectators were ve 
numerous, and teflified their fatis- 
faction by the higheft marks of ap- 
probation and applaufe. His lord- 
fhip, after taking the oaths of of- 
fice, addreffed the meetiag in a 
polite and elegant fpeech fuited to 
the occafion. Having attended 
public worfhip in the college cha- 
1, he was afterwards entertained 
by the gentlemen of the unjverfity. 
13. The following are the amend- 
ed liits co fill up the vacancy of 
Eatt India directors. 
House List amended, 
John Manfhip, efq. 
Francis Baring, eth. 
John Harrifon, efq 
George Cumming, efq. 
James Mottat, efq. 
Xichard Lewin, efq. 
Peoprie tors List amended. 
— Manfhip, efq. 
rancis Baring, efq. 


John 
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ohn Motteux, efq. 

‘dmund Boehm, efq. 

Hugh Inglis, efq. 

Richard Lewin, efq. 

14. The election tor fix direc- 
tors of the Eaft India company 
came on at the India-houfe: upon 
cafting up of the ballot, the num- 
bers were as follow : 


John Manthip, efq. 79 
Francis Baring, efq. 62 
Edmund Boehm, efq. 597 
Hugh Inglis, efq. 567 
John Motteux, eciq. 47° 
Paul Le Mefurier, efq. 469 
James Moffatt, efq. 4038 
John Harrifon, efq. 435 
George Cuming, eq. 414 
ames King, ciq. 337 
ichard Lewin, efq. 63 


—. The following malefactors were 
executed before Newgate, viz. Wil- 
liam Martin alias ‘Thomas Banks, 
for a burglary in the houfe of 
Charles Pavey ; ; William Proffer, 
for privately ftealing from Ifaac 
Poland, in one of the avenues of 
Drury-lane play houfe, a handker- 
chief and eleven fhillings and fix 
pence; Richard M<Don: igh, for 
robbing Robert Hefler on the high- 
Way, near Battlebridge, of a filver 
watch, three guineas, and a pair 
of filver fpurs ; and William Smith 
alias Burnham, for felonioufly af- 
faulting William Rowe, in Cow- 
crofs, and robbing him of a hat. 
The behaviour of the unhappy fuf- 
f-rers feemed to indicate the fincer- 
efi contrition, and was in every 
refpect becoming their unhappy 
fituation. 

o. This evening, at ten o’clock, 
the poll was finally clofed at Bed- 
ford, when there appeared, 

For lord Offory, 1050 

Mr. St. John, 974 
Lord Ong cley, 973 

A ferutiny was demanded “ lord 

Ongley ; but as the whole had been 
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a ftrict ferutiny, and deeds fetched 
from a great iftance, to fettle the 
bufinefs, it was refufed, as the poll 
had been opentwelve days, andthere 
never was an initance of its not 
being fettled in two days before. 

21. Came on the election for the 
county of Bucks, when the right 
honourable \W. W. Grenville, John 
Aubrey, efq. and carl Verney, were 
propofed as candidates, 

The fheriff adjourned the poll at 
two o’clock, on account of a moit 
violent—riot, in which the mob to- 
tally detiroyed the booths; how- 
ever, by the great exertion of the 
fheriff and the candidates, it was 
quelled, and about forty of the 
ringleaders fecured, and committed 
to the county gaol. 

—. One of the gang, who broke 
into the lord chancellor’s houfe, in 
Great Ormond-fireet, is now in 
cullody ; four other men, not as 
yet taken, were concerned in the 
burglary. The great feal was not 
found in his poffeffion, but was 
fold to a Jew receiver, and melted 
down immediately , with a few filver 
fpoons; the receiver was appre- 
hended, but has fince efcaped, and 
diligent fearch is now making after 
him. It is faid, awoman who lived 
with the Jew, has made an affidavit 
relative to the perfon, who, on the 
morning of the robbery, brought 
the great feal and fpoons, and was 
prefent when the money was paid 
by the receiver, and faw the fame 
put into the crucible, and melted 
down, The above gang are the 
fame who broke into lord Grant- 
ham’s houfe, Privy-garden, and 
carried off many valuable antique 
rings and medals. 

Another account fays, William 

Vandeput was yefterday committed 
to the New Gaol, Southwark, where 
he is now double ironed, ona "charge 
of a burglary in the houfe ™ 
or 
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lord chancellor, and ftealing there- 
out the great feal. A Jew in Pet- 
ticoat-lane was yefterday afternoon 
apprehended, on an information 
againft him for having purchafed 
and melted the great feal into an 
ingot; but while he was conducting 
to the Rotation-oftice in Southwark, 
for examination, he was refcued 
from the peace officers by eight 
ruthans. “Che Jew melted the feal 
while the robbers remained in his 
houfe. 

22. Came on the elect'on for the 
county of Middlefex, at Brentford, 
for two members to ferve in par- 
liament ; at the clofe of the pol, 
the numbers were as follow : 

For Mr. Mainwaring, 1792 

Mr. Wilkes, 1518 

Mr. Byng, 1504 
23. For W.Mainwaring,efq. 2187 
John Wilkes, efq. 185 <8 
George By ng, efq. 178 
Majority for Mr. Mainwaring, 330 
Ditto for Mr. Wilkes, 71 

After which a fcrutiny was de- 
manced by Mr. Byng, and fix or 
feven of his friends, which was al- 
lowed by the fheriff, and the coun- 
ty court was thereupon adjourned 
to Friday next, at fix o’clock in the 
evening, at the fheriff’s office, in 
Took’s court, Curfitor-ftreet, Chan- 
cery-lane, then and there to pro- 
ceed on the faid ferutiny. 

At one part of the firft day’s 
poll at Brentford, Mr. Byng was 
a-head of Mr. Wilkes, above 230. 

24. The right honouwable Charles 
James Fox was prefented by the 
mayor, aldermen, and capital bur- 
gefles, with the freedom of the 
borough of Bridgewater, Somerfet, 
and therewith chofen recorder for 
the fame, in the room of Vere 
Poulett, brother to Anne Poulett, 
member for the faid borough, &c. 


Extra& of a letter from Kirkwail, 
April 26. 

This day came on the ele¢tion 
of a member for the northern dif- 
trict of the boroughs in Scotland, 
when the delegates trom the towns 
of Wick and Pornock voted tor 
John Sinclair, efq. late member for 
Caithnefs, and fince returned for 
Letiwithie!, in Cornwall; and the 
delegates from Tain, Dingwall, and 
Kirkwall, for the right honourable 
Charles James Fox, upon which 
Mr. Fox was declared duly elected. 
Objections, however, were tiated 
to the delegates from Kirkwall and 
Dingwall ; and it was tarther con- 
tended, that Mr. Fox, not being a 
qualified burgefs in any of the 
towns, was confequently ineligible; 
from which it is juppoted, that the 
merits of the election will yet un- 
dergo the confideration of a com- 
mittee, 

27. This evening there was an- 
other private examination of Mr. 
Robertfon, who is in conlinement 
on a fufpicion of forgery. 

In the opinion of many people, 
the above mentioned affair, which is 
certainly a very extraordinary one, 
will in all probability turn out a 
manceuvre, put in practice to ferve 
the purpofes of an clection. 

Dumtries was the place at which 
this gentleman was canvailing, and 
the warrant for his appreh-nfion 
came to him as he was on the huf- 
tings, or in his way thither. 

What has tranfpired ot this af- 
fair is to the following purport. 
Mr. R. in the courfe of his con- 
cerns, which are very extenfive as 
a naval agent, received, among 
other effects of a deceafed purfer, 
the forged bill on the vi¢tualling- 
office, which now is become the 
fubjcét of enquiry. As he received 
it, fo it was prefented for payment : 


? whea 
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when being found to be untrue, ap- 
plica'ion was, according to the 
ufual forms in all fuch cafes, made 
to Mr. kK obertfon, and he was taken 
into cuftody. ‘There are, however, 
the itrongeit prefumptions in the 
favour of his innocence, viz. the 
magnitude of his fortune, at leati 
r50,0001; that the billin queftion 
was not to be in the f{malleit man- 
nex beneficial to the eftate of Mr. 
R. but of his employer merely ; 
and, above all, the fimall value of 
the forgery, which, at the moft, 
could not have profited him much 
above 2o0o0l. 

2g. Chriftopher Atkinfon, efq. 
late contractor with government 
for corn, appeared in the court of 
King’s bench, in confequence of 
his being convicted in June lat of 

sxjury. Mr. Bearcroft, his lead- 
ing counfel, moved an arreft of 
judgment on two points: as foon 
as he had finifhed his arguments, 
the court committed Mr. Atkinfon 
to the King’s-bench until next 
Thurfday, when the pcints are to 
be turiher argued. 

3c. The court of delegates held 
their fecond fitting at Serjeant’s-inn 
hall, on the final adjudication of 
the validity of Mr. Morris’s mar- 
riage with the celebrated Mifs Har- 
ford, when Dr. Wynne and Mr. 
Mansfield were heard on the part 
of the lady ; on whofe part there 
remains alfo to be heard Mr. Lec. 
Counfel attending for Mr. Morris 
were Mr. attorney-general, Mr. 
Bearcroft, Dr. Bever, and Dr. Scott. 
Mr. Morris’s advocates, to the 
honour of the profeilion, in com- 

liment to him and the importance 
of the caufe, which involves in it 
the validity of many thoufand mar- 
riages ot Englith fubjects had 
abroad, and the legitimation of nu- 
merous children, attend wihgut 
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fees ; the other counfel have cach 

of then twenty guineas a night, 

The delegates who fit, are the arch. 

bifhop of York, the earl of Gal- 

loway, lord Sondes, the bifhop of 

Rocheiler, the bifhop of Bath and 

Wells, Mr. juflice Willes, Mr. 

baron Eyre, Mr. baron Hotham, 

Dr. Calvert, and fir James Mar- 

riott. The court fit again this 

evening. 

Extrad cf a letter from a cadet on 
board the King fton Eaft Indiaman, 
on /is arrival in Bengal. 

I promifed to write you an ac- 
count ot the Kingiton, I now fit 
down to perform that engagement. 
—Off Ceylon, at half paft‘t: A.M. 
the alarm of fire was given below. 
Every body was on deck in an in- 
{tant, looking for their own fafety. 
So many crouded into the boat, 
through the confufion, they upfet 
the moment they touched the wa- 
ter, on being hoifted out. The 
chief and fecond officer did every 
thing, at firit, that was in ther 
power; but the fmoke proceeding 
trom below, where it began, no one 
could ftand on the lower deck with- 
out being fuffocated, In attempt- 
ing to cur down the awning, on the 
quarter deck, one half was cleared 
away and the other left hanging ; 
which choaked the hatchway and 
feutthes; fo that very little fmoke 
could he obferved by the other 
fhips oll it was too late. No 
kind of fignal was made. ‘The Van- 
littart was the neareft, On per- 
ceiving our diftrefs, fhe fired two 
guns, fignals to the other two 
fhips, which were two and three 
miles a-head: they tacked imme- 
diately. I remained on board a 
quarter of an hour after the thip 
was on fire. By the time it had 
procecded over the quarter deck, 
and caught hold ef the fails on the 
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main-maft, I thought it full time to 
fhitt for myfelt. I ttript and jumped 
overboard; and atter remaining in 
the water an hour and a quarter, 
was taken up by the captain’s boat, 
returning from a vifit to the com- 
modore inp. 

‘The fourth mate and fhip’s few. 
ard, with others, had been below 
in the gun-room drawing {pirits, 
and having finifhed, were taking a 
can to themntelves. Fire caught 
from their lights, that which they 
had been on work. ‘Che fatal catk, 
nor yet buaged, fpread deftruction 
like a tran of gunpowder, in all 
parts below, and the fmoke foon 
{pread univerfally, fo as to drive 
every one on deck. The captain 
was obliged to remain an excru- 
ciating tpeftator of the fhip’s lols, 
to fave the floating fhip’s com- 

any. She burned tive hours be- 
ture tlhe blew up. 

I was landed here without a pen- 
ny, or a fhirt, but one, to my 
back. The company have allowed 
us cadets fix months pay, and full 
batta, to compenfate our lofs and 
futferings. May you be ever 
happy ! 


MAY. 


1. A boy, whois an apprentice 
to a box-maker in Alderigate-tireet, 
was charged on oath, and com- 
mitted to Tothill-fields Bridewell, 
by Nicholas Foriter, eiq. tor telo- 
nioufly and riotoutly, with others 
not yet taken, deitroying, demo- 
lifhing, and pulling down the houfe 
and a great part of the furniture ot 
one Adlam, a coflee-houfe keeper, 
in White-horfe-yard, Drury-lane, 
againtt che form of the itatute 
therein made and provided, The 
proprietor, not thinking the re- 
maining part of hiv property fate 
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and fecure in his premifes, applied 
for a guard of foldiers; the ma- 

iftrate told him, he could not pof- 
bly comply with his requeft, for 
he difdained the idea of calling forth 
the military, while he was convine- 
ed that the civil power, with proper 
exertion, was fuilicient and compe- 
tent to protect, as well as quell any 
commotion that might happen, on 
its firtt onfet. 

Yeiterday another rioter, a no- 
torious thief, was taken and com- 
mitted to the fame prifon, by the 
fame magittrate, for trial at the 
next feflions in the Old Bailey. 

—. A very ferious affray was pre- 
vented this evening in Covent-gar- 
den, by the timely interpofition of 
fir Sampfon Wright, with a ftrong 
ervil and military force. An aflaulr 
was made on Wood's hotel, in con- 
fequence of violent provocation 
given to a party in Fox’s intcreit, 
paifing peaceably by the faid hotel. 
Six of the fuppoted affailants were 
feized by the military, but on a full 
examination into the matter at the 
office in Bow-ftreet, yeiterday mora- 
ing, the men were difcharged, it 
appearing evidently that the peo- 
ple at Wood’s were the ageretlors, 
and had provoked the indignation 
which had nearly fallen on che 
hotel, 

3. The tranfattion on which the 
parliament of Irelind are now pro- 
ceeding in their bill avaintt lord 
Strangtord, is to this effect. While 
the great caufe was pending be- 
tween Mr. Hume and the executors 
of the Jate lord Ely, the day before 
the decifion in the houfe of peers a 
letter was written to Mr. Hume, 
figned Strangford, offering a vote 
according to his direction, if he 
would depofit the fum of sool. 
Mr. Hume, much to his credit, 
took no other notice of this letrer, 


than 
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than to have it in a proper manner 
communicated tothe houfe. The 
houfe of courfe took it up; and the 
writing of the letter being tacitly 
confefied, the prefent proceedings 
are grounded, which are to inca- 
pacitate his lordthip from ever vot- 
Ing in future. 

—. Col. Wall is faid to be now on 

the continent, having evaded the 
purfuit of the officers who were 
difpatched after him to Ireland. 
They overtook him in Dublin, but 
being timely apprifed, he fled to 
Donoughadee, croffed to Port Pa- 
trick, came pott to London, and from 
thence got fafe to Offend. 
The freedom of the city of 
Norwich was unanimoutly voted to 
the right honoureble Mr. Pitt, and 
Mr Wm. Wyndham, one of their 
reprefentatives. 

4 Guildhall. At cleven o’clock, 
the fheriffs, Mr. Sawbridge, his 
fcrutineers, and counfel, Mr. Brook 
Warfon, and feveral of the livery, 
attended in the new council cham- 
ber, when the books were exa- 
mined, and the reiected votes caft 
up, and the numbers finally ad- 
jufted. At twelve the fheriffs, &c. 
adjourned to the huflings, when fir 
Barnard Turner declared the num- 
bers following : 

Brook Watton, efq. 4776 

Sir Watkin Lewes, kat. 4541 


Nath. Newnham, efq. 4467 
— Sawbridge, efq. 2812 

ichard Atkinfon, efq. 2803 
Samuel Smith, efq. 230 
The Hon. W. Pitt, efq. 50 


Upon which the theritts declared, 
that the majority of legal votes up- 
on the {crutiny : .ppeared in favour 
of Brook Watfon, elq. fir Watkin 
Lewes, knt. Nathaniel Newnham, 
efq. and John Sawbridge, ef. The 
court was then adjourned to Friday 
next, at the fame time and place, 
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when thofe gentlemen will be de. 
clared duly elected, and the return 
figned. 

Numbers at the end of the poll, 


Watton, 789 
Lewes, 4554 
Newnham, 4479 
Sawbridge, 2823 
Atkinfon, 2816 
Smith, 287 
End of the {crutiny, 
Watfon, 4776 
Lewes, 4541 
Newnham, 4467 
Sawbridge, 2312 
Atkinfon, 2203 
Smith, 286 
Bad votes for Watfon, i3 
Lewes, 13 
Newnham, 12 
Sawbridge, 11 
Atkinfon, 13 
mith, I 


—. The hon. Mr. Grenville and 
John Aubrey, efq. returned mem- 
bers for the county of Bucks.— 
Lord Verney lott it by 24. A 
fcrutiny was demanded for lord 
Verney, but retufed by the theriff. 
Extract of a letter from Dublin, 

May 5, 1784. 

Mr. Bingley has brought an ac- 
tion againft Francis Graham, of the 
county of Dublin, efq for an af- 
fault and talie imprifonment, firit 
in coming out of his bailiwick and 
arreiting him in the city of Dublin; 
and then for carrying him to the 
common guard-houfe at the caftle, 
where he was clofe prifoner, and 
no perfon fuffered to have accefs to 
him, a circumftance very dittrefl- 
ing, and alfo very degrading to the 
character of Bingley, who willing- 
ly became amenable to the law 
when called on, and made no re- 
fiftance to the caption ; and which 
is efteemed a flagrant violation of 
the laws and conititution of the 

king- 
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kingdom, by a wanton ufe of the 
military, inttead of the civil power. 
—Bingley has alfo brought actions 
againit Thomas L’Eitrange, efq. 
deputy ferjeant at arms, and Hen- 
ry Holmes, one of the door-keepers 
of the houfe of commons, for an 
aflault and falfe imprifonmenr, in 
arreiting him when in cuftody of 
the common-law officers, the fhe- 
rifs, and going to give bail before 
a judge, and again after he was 
bailed in the houfe of yudge Robin- 
fon, which was a fanctuary to him 
while there. 

6. Chrittopher Atkinfon, efq. was 
brought up from the king's bench 
prifon into the court of king’s 
bench, when his cafe was to have 
been argued upon the rule obtained 
by his counfel on Thurfday laf, 
why the judgment fhould not be 
arrefted, but upon the motion of 
the attorney-general that rule is en- 
larged, and another rule is obtain- 
ed by the attorney-general, for 
Mr. Atkinfon’s counfel to thew 
caufe why the record (if imperfect) 
fhould not be amended. Both rules 
will be argued on Wednefcay next, 
when the doérine of the alteration 
ef records in criminal cafes, after 
judgment, will be fully argued and 
fettled. ‘The counfel for the pro- 
feCution are the attorney and folici- 
tor general, fir Thomas Daven- 
port, Mr. Lee, Mr. Cooper, Mr. 
Erikine (king’s counfel), Mr. Ser- 
jeant Walker, and Mr. Law. For 
the defendant, Mr. Bearcroft, Mr. 
Wood, and Mr. Dallas. 

Extraf of a letter from Dublin, 
May 7, 1784. 

A meffenger is juft arrived from 
London with duplicates of all the 
bills fent over, except the paving 
bill, the bill for difqualifying lord 
Strangford, and the prefs bill, 
which it is fuppofed are fupprefed, 
and will never be returned, 
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8. Came on at Holyrood Houle, 
the election of the fixteen peers to 
reprefent the nobility of Scotland. 
There was a very ftrong contett ; 
and at the clofe the following no- 
blemen were chofen, having the 
greatett number of votes : 


Duke of Queenfbery, 42 votes. 
Marquis ot Lothian, 38 
*F ar) of Morton, 38 
Eglingtown, 47 
Caffilis, 43 
* Moray, 42 
Abercorn, 44 
Galloway, 39 
Dalhoutfic, 48 
*Balcarras, ° 
* Breadalbane 39 
Aberdeen, 39 
Dunmore, 39 
* Hopetown, 42 
Vifcount Stormont, 48 
*Lord Elphingftone, 41 


Thofe marked thus (*) are new 
members. 

The following were the unfuc- 
cefeful candidates : 


Earl of Glencairn, 18 votes. 
Kelly, 17 
Lauderdale, 246 
Dy fart, 9 
Selkirk, 26 
Dumfries, 34 
Marchmont, 37 
Rofeberry, 34 

Lord Salton, 15 
Cathcart, 30 
Kinnaird, 30 
Cranflon, 20 


The following candidaresare fup- 
pofed to have been tor Mr. Pitt, 
and to have had the intereit ot go- 
vernment, 

1 Duke of Queenfbury, 
Marquis of Lothian. 

Earl of Morton, 
Earl of Eglington, 
Earl of Moray, 
Earl of Abercorn, 
Earl of Galloway 
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8 Karl of Dalhoufie, 
g Earl of Sclhirk, 
ro Earl ot Balearras, 
11 Earl of Breadalbane, 
a2 Eari of Aberdeen, 
33 Earl ot Dunmore, 
13 Farl of Marchmont, 
as Earl of Hopetown. 

In the new elected lit of Scotch 
pecrs, there is at leait this novelty, 
that four or perhaps five of them 
are againit government. What is 
ftill more ftirange, gold-ftick im 
waiting was almoit thrown out ; he 
was the lowelt of the fixteen—Lord 
Stormont the highef. The election 
Was not over ull eight o’clock at 
night. 

The dukes of Gordon and Athol 
did not itand candidates at the 
Scots election. They are to be 


added to the lift of Englifh peerages. 
The other noblemen in the lait par- 
fiament, who are not returned for 
this, are the earls of Glencairn, 


Lauderdale, Marchmont, and Rofe- 
berry. The difappointment fits 
very hard on lord Marchmont, who 
imagines that the butinefs of the 
houfe of pecrs cannot go on with- 
out him. 

Extra@ of a letter from Brijfiol, 

May 8. 

This afternoon the poll for mem- 
bers for this city which had latted 
exactly five weeks, was finally 
clofed by the copfent of all the can- 
didates,—the numbers were as ftol- 
lows : 

Brickdale, 34:8 

Cruger, 306 

Daubeny, 2982 

Peach, $73 
whereupon the two firft were re- 
turned by the fheriffs.— Colonel 
Cruger is to be chaired on Monday 
in the abfence of his brother, who 
is at New York, 

—. Mr Bembridge, who had been 
confined in the king’s-bench theie 
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fix months paft, was brought up to 
the bar at \Weftminiter Hall, and 
on giving bail was difcharged. 

—. Atter the clofe of the poll for 
Weftminfter, an affray happened 
at Covent Garden. It feems, there 
had been fummoned an extraordi. 
nary oumber of conftables, from 
the Tower Hamlets, to keep the 
peace. At three o'clock all was 
peaceable and quiet; but in half 
an heur afterwards, when the bufi- 
nefs of the day was finifhed, a vio- 
lent confit took place between the 
conftables and the mob; the former 
of which were driven out of the 
Garden down King-flreet. At four 
o'clock Mr. Juftice Wilmot brought 
up a detachment of the guards, who 
atrer twice or thrice parading from 
Wood’s horel to the corner of Hen- 
rietta-ftreet, (headed by a few con- 
flables) feizedon the butchers who 
attend with marrow bones and 
cleavers, and conducted. them to 
Hood and Wray’s committee room. 
Mr. Elliot the high conitable, feve- 
ral of the peace officers, and many 
of the mob, were very much bruifed 
and wounded, The guaids were 
attending late laft night. 

—. This evening at feven o’clock, 
the high court of delegates pro- 
ceeded to hear the merits of Mr, 
Morris’s marriage with mifs Har- 
ford; when Dr. Scott was heard in 
defence of the validity of the mar- 
riage for two hours. In the courfe 
of a moft learned and eloquent 
fpeech, he adduced a variety of 
proots from the laws of nature and 
nations to fubilantiate the contract, 
and the court adjourned until Friday 
fe’nnight, when the counfel on the 
oppolite fide will veply. 

Extrad of a letter from Madrid, 
May 11. 

Many years have elapfed fince 
the inquifition had celebrated an 
auto-de-fe in this capital; wart 

the 
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the foreigners imagined that difmal 
{pectacle would never be exhibited 
here any more ; but the day betore 
yetterday they were undeceived : 
the holy ofhee has celebrated an 
autillo, or little act of faith, in the 
church of St. Dominic; the ob- 
ject of it was a man who vended 
fympathetic powders, by means of 
which he feduced many women ; 
two temale accomplices have fhared 
his punifhment. By the fentence, 
which was publicly read to them 
in the church, they were condemns 
ed to be whipt by the executioner, 
then led with intamy through the 
itreets of Madrid, and contined tor 
life. Betides that fentence, all the 
acts of the procefs were alfo read 
publicly, filled with @bfcenity and 
details, which, although (hocking 
to modelty, were neverthelefs heard 
by all thofe who were prefent. 
The church was not only full of 
perfons of both fexes, but there 
were upwards of 10,000 fpectators 
in the fquare of St. Dominic, The 
ceremony lafted from feven o’clock 
in the morning until one in the 
forenoon. The greateit part of the 
prime nobility, and perfons of the 
higheft diftinction, had been in- 
vired, and affifted at it, The mar- 
quis de Cogullulo, fon of the duke 
of Medina Ceeli, came from Aran- 
juez to perform the functions at- 
tached to his quality of alguazil 
mayor of the weaned. It is proper 
to obferve, that the crime punithed 
by this autillo, is aot of the nature 
ot thofe which have rendered the 
very name of the inquifition odious 
to all other nations ; and that thofe 
who have been the object of it at 
this time, are criminals that would 
have been punifhed as impottors 
and feducers in every country of 
Europe. The only difference is, 
that their crime would not have 
1784. 
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been looked upon as fubject to the 
jurifdiction of a religious tribunal, 
The fentence was put in execution 
the next day, 

‘4. The potl at Covent garden 
clofed at two o’clock; by particular 
deiire of Mr, Fox. It had been 
determined, it fecms, to bring the 
corpfe of the unfortunate conitable, 
whodied of his wounds, from his refi- 
denceinthe Tower hamlet (towhich 
place he was removed) and to bur 
him in Covent-garden anndooil 
juil at the clofe of the poll, Thié 
was intimated to Mr, Fox, who 
very wifely prevented the effects 
which this humane fchenie would 
mo't probably have produced, by 
cloling the poll at two, Mr. Fox, 


in his fpeech from the huttings; 
ftrongly recommiended his friends 
to depart to their refpective houles, 
and declared the poll would clote 
on Monday next at three o'clock, 
This day another propofal was 


made to Mr. Fox by lord Hood and 
fir Cecil Wray, through the official 
medium of the high bailiff, to 
clofe the poll finally as the next 
day; which, however, was pe- 
renyptorily deelined by the former ¢ 
the high bailiff then rejoined, he 
fhould clofe it by his own authority 
on Monday next. 

1s. Mr, Fielding mioved the 
court of King’s bench for an infor- 
mation to be filed againft a magi- 
ftrate, for affembling a large body 
of Tower hamlet conttables in Co- 
vent-garden on Monday laft, by 
which the freedom of election was 
violated, atid other outrages com- 
mitted againft the peace of his ma- 
jeity’s fubjefts, &e. &e, Earl 
Mansfield paid the utmott attention 
to the flarement of*the cafe by Mr. 
Fielding, and, at the clofe of it, 
informed him, that hts motion for a 
rule to fhew cauie would come 
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ftronger after the final clofe ot the 16. At three o’clock the poll for 
election: in confequence of which members to ferve in parliament for 
the further proceedings inthistranf- the ciy of Weitminiler finally 
action are of courfe fufpended, mil clofed. 
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This day, at twenty minutes 
betore three, the high-bailitf came 
trom the vettrv-voom, took his teat 
upon the huitings, and in a tew 
minutes the candidates were teated 
by his fide. Sir Cecil Wra 
vious fo tne clotin x ot the poil, 
livered a paper to the following 
purport : 


5 ’ pre- 


ue- 


To Thomas Corbett, efq. high- 
bailiff of the and liberty 
Weitmintter. 

I fir Cee Wray, 


rve 


eciry 
hart, one of the 
i } parli wnent tor 
tv of Wettminiter, 


underwritten e.ectors « 


\" 


candidates to fe 
the cit ya t liber 
oud we th 
the faid erty and hherty, do he 
demand of you a fcrutiny “2 the 
votes taken at the preient election of 
two citizens to ferve in parliame nt 
for the faid city and liberty, as wit- 
nefs our hands this igth day of May, 
€ ect Waeay. 


1754-6 

Mountmorres, Batemin, 

R,. Butler, Francis Atkinfon, 
J. Meyer, William Adams, 


D. Mackenzie, Perer Paul, 

James Croft, John Jackfon, 
Morris Marfaulr, Rev. John Lioyd. 
John Robertfon, 


Sir Cecil fpoke a very few words 
in jultification of the motives that 
induced his tricuds to prog ced on the 
ferutiny ; and Mr Fox immediately 
informed the bailiff, that bis com- 
miiion mutt of neceflity end to-mor- 
row (this day , that he had no tar- 
ther controul in the bulinefs, and 
that, in fact, he mult be under the 
neceffity of returning the writ, and 
finifhing the election, Mr, Corbett 
faid, * it is anew cafe, and therefore 
I mutt well confider the teveral cir- 
cumftances of it,””) Mr. 
ed, that in the moft fevere and bh 
fought election bates that he was 


¥ * 
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acquainted with, either by his own 
experience, or that he had learned 
trom the journals, he knew but of 
two fuch tpecial returns, One ot the 
county of Cumberland, and the other 
ot the city ot | oventry, and both 
made on a count of the utrer i npole 
howlity of the returning otheer mike 
ing a due revurn, ay to rotous 
proceedings ; that at the great feru- 
tiny for Oxtord, the officer tho yhe 
it necetlary omplete the return 
before the enquiry was ended, rather 
than rum tue mique of difobe 
ihe mgh- bel itf thea 
adjourned to the veitry 
avi 


OW 


tO ¢ 


-\ il A 
the precept, 
room, when 
‘bent altercation took place, the 
event of which was, that Mr, Cor- 
bett, the bailitl, agreed to rrtatthe 
fcrutiny. In the mean time, the 
populace, not being able to refit 
the temptation of dem lithtog the 
gi and 
in about twenty minutes they were 
totally demoliihed, and the mates 
rials carried away, 

ihe chair was then taken out of 
the church, and at five o’clock Mr. 
Fox was lifted into its The pro- 
ceifion began in the following ore 
der: 


yegan their ope rat n, 


Two gentlemen to lead and condu& 
the procetlion, 
Portcullis—Wetiminiter arms. 
Sixty liremen, with coats and badves, 

Parith of ot. George’s tlag, 
Commitice and iphabitine, with 
white wands and cockades, 
Creit of his royal highnels the prince 
of Wales. 

Old Englih mute (marrow-hones 
and cleavers, two and two) with 
white waillcoats and cockades, 
Saint Martin's tla y. 
Commitee and tuhabiiants, 
wands and cockades. 
Hiorns and clarinets, 
St. James’ $ hag 
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with 


Com- 
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Committee and inhabitants, with 
wands and cockades. 

St. Paul’s and St. Martin's Le Grand 
flax. 

Old Fnglith mufic. 
Committee and inhabitants. 
Flag—Fox and Freepom. 
Flay—>t. Margaret and St. John. 
Comunittee and inhabitants. 
Horns and clarinets. 
Flag—St. Clement Danes and St. 
Mary-le-Strand, 
Committee and inhabitants. 

Old Englith mufic. 
Flag—St. Anne. 
Committee and inhabitants. 
Band of mutfic. 
Gentlemen, elegantly mounted, 
blue and buff, tour a-breatt— 
two hundred. 

Father of the city—Harery House. 
Trumpeters on horfeback, two 
and two, 

Select committee, with wands and 
fox’s tails. 

Grand band of mufic. 

Sam House, with his truity band 
of Englifimen, 
Flag—Mawn of the Peorte. 
Select committee, fumpruoufly 
mounted, compofed of the 
firit men of rank and 
fortune. 

Mr FOX 
In a fimple and elegantly adorned 
chair, interwoven with laurel, 
myrile, and flowers, with 
a relief of thirty-two 
men in white. 

Ele&ors mounted, about twohundred. 
Trumpeters, 

Mr. Fox’s carriage. 

Flag borne by a horfeman, Sacrep 
to FEMALE Patriotism, 
Duke of Devonthire’s coach and fix. 
Duke of Portland’s coach and fix. 
Seventy-eight livery fervants mount- 
ed, belonging to the two 
noble families. 
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The proceffion moved round the 
Garden, and proceeded down Ca- 
therine-itreet into the Strand with 
the higheit degree ot applaufe. The 
windows, parapets, and even chim- 
nics, were loaded with applauding 
multitudes, particularly of the fair 
fex, whofe zeal and animation were 
almoit fuperior to their beauty. At 
Northumberland-houfe (our corye- 
{pondent regrets to fay it) there was 
an univerfal groan, ‘lhe gentlemen 
proceeded down by Charing-crofs, 
through Parliament. ftreet, round 
George-ftreet, up King-ftreet, and 
back again to Charing-crofs, down 
Pall Mall, where the moit heart- 
felc applaule was given to the 
venerable old lady Albemarle, 
her beautiful grand-children, the 
amiable mifs Keppels, and Mrs, 
Sheridan and her lovely friends like- 
wife received the warm effufions of 
Englith gratitude. At Carlton- 
houfe the proceffion entered at one 
gate, and walked round, paying 
their refpeéts to the prince of a free 
people. They proceeded up St. 
James’s-ftreet, into Piccadilly, down 
Berkeley-ilreet, where, from the 
garden-wall, his royal highnefs the 
prince of Wales appeared, with the 
duke of Devonfhire, the duchefs of 
Portland, lady Duncannon, and 
other of the nobility, and the pro- 
ceflion pafled then with great order 
and retpect. The prince deigned 
to converie with fome of the gen- 
tlemen for a confiderable time. [he 
cavalcade then paraded Berkeley- 
{quare, and returned to Devonfhire- 
houfe, the gates of which were 
thrown open, and difcovered upon 
the baluftrades the heir apparent at- 
tended by the firit Whig families 
in the kingdom. 

The proceffion entered the gates, 
and the feveral parifhes were arrang- 
ed with their different flags and 
bands of mufic. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Fox addrefled the numerous 
afflembly, and defired that ther con- 
duct might be marked by order 
and regularity, and by that means 

revent their enemies trom throw- 
ing the lealt reproach upon them or 
their caufe. ‘The electors immedi. 
ately departed, and the proceilion 
ended. 

18. The following perfons of 
diftin¢tion in the party ot Mr. Fox, 
were not returned at the late gene- 
ral election. 

William Baker, efq. late member 
for Herttord. 

Sir Tho. Charles Bunbury, bart. 
Suffolk. ® 

George Byng, ef. Middlefex. 

Lord John Cavendifh, York. 

Sir Rob. Clayton, bart. Surrey. 

Tho, W. Coke, efq. Nortolk. 

The right hon. Henry Seymour 
Conway, St. Edmondibury. 

Sir Grey Cooper, bart. Saltafh, 

George Daubeney, efq. Brittol. 

John Elwes, efq. Ber fhire. 

The hon. Tho. Erfkine, Portf- 
mouth. 

Ferdinand Ferrand Foljambe, efq. 
Yorkfhire. 

The hon. Tho. Grenville, Bucks. 

Thomas Halfey, efq. Herts. 

The hon. William Hanger, St. 
Michael’s. 

Winchcombe Henry Hartley, efq. 
Berkfhire. 

David Hartley, efq. Kingtton up- 
on Hull. 

Sir Richard Hotham, bart. South- 
wark. 

Lord Vifc. Lewitham, New Rad- 
nor. 

Lord Lucan, Northampton. 

James Mansfield, efq. Cambridge. 

Humphry Minchin, eiq. Ouxk- 
ampton. 

The hon. St. Andrew St. John, 
Bedfordfhire. 

The hon. Henry St. John, Wot- 
ton Baflct. 
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Thehon. John St. John, Newport. 

The hon, George Robert St.John, 
Cricklade. 

Lord Sheffield, Coventry. 

The right hon, Charles Town- 
fhend, Yarmouth, 

‘Lhe hon, John fownhhend, Cain- 
bridge Univertity. 

Earl Verney, Bucks. 

Robert Vyner, efq. Lincoln. 

_——- About halt patt three o'clock 
his majefly wenc in itate to the houfe 
of peers, and being feated on the 
throne, adorned with his crown and 
regal ornaments, and attended b 
his officers of ftate, (the lords being 
in their robes) commanded the yen- 
tleman ufher of the black rod to let 
the commons know, it is his ma- 
jeity’s pleafure, that they attend him 
immediately in this houfe: who 
being come, 

The lord chancellor, having re- 
ceived directions, faid, 

** My lords and gentlemen, 

“ His majefty has been pleafed 
to command me to acquaint you, 
that he will defer declaring the 
caufes of calling this parliament till 
there thall be a tpeaker of the houfe 
of commons. nd therefore it is 
his majetty’s pleafure that you, gen- 
tlemen of the houfe of commons, do 
immediately repsir to the place 
where the commons ufually fit, and 
there choole a fit perfon to be your 
fpeaker ; and that you prefene fuch 
perton who fhall be fo chofen, to 
his majcity here, for his Royal ap- 
probation to-morrow attwoo’clock.” 

‘Then his majeity was pleafed to 
retire, and the commons withdrew, 

— A thort account of the pub. 
lic breaktatt given by the prince of 
Wales, in the gardens ot Caricton- 
houle. 

‘bout fix hundred of the moft 
diftinguithed perfous in the king. 
dom afiembled in his beautiful gare 
dens about two o’clock. The pre- 
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parations on the occafion were full 
of taite and WWiedls niti 
were lid under nin 


CONCEe Lovers 
extenlive mar- 
pert Nhs, aud the cn- 
cnt contiled fine {t 
infectionarics, 
ims, and en blematical dee 
and 
the tr 
re to celebrate. 


quce for 250 
teithinn 
fruits of 
ice ’ 
ens, 
oracr rar 


the 
the feafon, cc 
cre 
crnimeni GQ with mottoes 
ice 3 in he H 
umph which they w 
Four were 
placed at diflerent paris ot the gar- 
den, and the company 
tained with various 
comic kind, 


wur of 
bands «f intlruments 


wer enicre 


noveilics of a 


Atrer thev had taken refrefh- 
ments they roie fo dance P A beau- 
tiiul level in the umbrage of a 


groupe of irees was the tpot which 
his roy: al high: efs fele¢ted tor their 
ball, and he led down the country- 
dances, tift with the ducheis of 
Devorfhire, and atrerwards with 
yne of the lady Waldeeraves. ‘The 
company tequently changed the: 

partre rs, and at 
into) cotildons. 

Portland da 


times ¢ 
The duchets of 
wed with Mr Greville, 
lady Jerfey w th lorg Carlifle, lady 
Anne Poulett with lord Verney, lacy 
JPuncarnon with tir Peter Burrel, 
Miis Keppel with Mr. St. John, 
lady Beauchamp with lord berke- 
lev, Mis. Ancderfon with Mr. Titz- 
roy, Mis. Mey nell wiih Mr, W ynd- 
ham, Mifs Ingram with fir Barry 
Teather nhaugh Mils‘l ownil«ad, 
lacy Augufia ¢ mpbell, lacy Der- 
by, the Miis Keppels, the Mits 
Worths, Mrs. Crewe, Mrs, 


Sheri- 


dan, ind many other ladies danced ; 
¢nJ we do net beiieve that a more 
fuperb exhibition of beauty was 
ever feen. ‘Lhe ntlemen were 


‘Lhe 
neied jn 
cultivated tatte. 
cu si {s ot Dev. vthiure in fiehe 
Meou'nIrg ; Beavchamp on an 
elegant White crape, fpanghed with 


in blue ladies in 
morning 


varieties of 


and bufi. 
ali the 
The 


—_ 
crefies, 4 


Was 


} 
aay 
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rouped off 


{May, 


filver Mrs. Anderfon in a Vene. 
uctian hal vit; the eider Mrs. Mey. 
nel. was mott eles gautly drefied in a 


white fancy habit. 
eeit p hitical party, 
Mr. Fox, col. North, 
trick, Mr. Bvyog, 
tired unde! 


to taik 


lord North, 
col. Fitzpa- 
others, 
groupe ot trees 
polities ot 


doy \. a Cr iad 


anu Ite 


anowvuer 


ot the the day ; 
sakes ’ 
wna the Us and Jthtlice 


° } ‘ ° ‘ , 
men occupied themicites in the acd- 
l 


miration of the graces which the 
fcene atlorded, Dy iing the heig he 
ot the Fete his majetiy pifled the 
garcen in procefiion to the houfe of 
peers to open the new parliament, 


and the band of violins w 
time accompanied by the 
CTS. 

The dreakiaft ended about fix in 
the evening, when the ladies res 
tired to diets, only for a renewal of 
their pleafure at the jfeleét ball, 
which Mrs. Crewe gave in 
nour of the fame event. 
whole of this a/ f (fco fe! 
fo delig htt: ily cond uk ie d, the ipece 
tacle on the green was fo grand 
and beautiful, the entertainment fo 
truly novel and rich, and the com- 
pany were fo uncommonly gratified, 
that hi: royal highnets » ith his ufual 
magnificence them toa re- 
petition of the deyjeune on Monday 


is for the 
liate trum. 


ho- 
But the 
iival was 


wiv bac d 


next. A felect party of ibirty gene 
tlemen afterwards dined with the 
prime. ‘The fame teautitul tatte 


matked the conduct of it, as of his 
fupper in March laff. Jt was ma- 
naved alfo with the fame abience ot 
all unnece flary coit. 

Carlron-houle 
oi this delighriul fete, is, perhaps, 
for its fituation in a metro- 
polis, and the great extent of the 
sround connec ted with it, without 
an equal in any town. houfe in ku- 
rope. ‘The garden incloling 
a cultivated track of ten eres. 

ee, Mis. Crewe’s bad on ‘Tue 

Guy 


the fcene 


’ 
ca 44 
oars en, 


central 


walls 
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day night, in honour of Mr. Fox’s 
victory, was the moit pteufant and 
jovial ever siven in the circle of 
high life, and united all the charms 
ot elegance, eafe, and conviviality. 
The company was telect though au- 
merous, and aflembled about ten 
o'clock in blue and bulf unitorins ; 
the dancing begun about eleven, 
and at half after the prince’s qua- 
drile as rived, contittin : of hisr oval 
highnefs, the duchels of Devon 
fire, lady Duncinnon, lady Bam. 
ficld, Mts Kepp-l, Mr. Stepney, 
Mr. Greville, &c. who, all drefled 
ia uniforms, fafhes ani teathers, 
danced the moi eiegant figure dince 
that could be formed; the prince 
then danced minuets with the du- 
chefs of Devonthire, lady Bamfield, 
&c. and then tollowel count y- 
dances, led by the prince and the 
duchefs, all halt atter two, when 
the company defcended to a truly 
elegant and comfortable fupper. 

‘Lhere were prefent among others, 
the prince of Wales, duke of De- 
vonilure, earl Fiizwilliam, carl of 
Jeriey, earl of Carlile, earl Chol- 
mondely, earl of Derby, lord North, 
lord Leitoa, lord Beauchamp, lord 
Melbourne, Mr. Ontlow, Sir Ral) 
Payne, general St. Joho, col Fitz- 
patrick, col. North, lord Robert 
Spencer, Mr. Hafe, Mr. Sheridan, 
Mr. Wyndham, Mr. Faulkener, the 
duchels of Devonthire, and duchels 
of Portland; ladies Jerfey, Duncan- 
non, Fitwilliam, Sefton, Archer, 
Meibourne, Bamfield, Sr. John, 
Beauchamp, North, Payne, &c. &c. 
— {he company were all retired be- 
tween fix and teven, and the whole 
entertainment was conducted in a 
mauner that did great honour ro the 
beautitul patronets of ‘be night, and 
will ever be remembered in the fef- 
tive annals of the great and gay 
world 

21. At a general court of the 





governors of the royal hofpitals of 
Bridewell and Bethlem, held yeil- 
terday by order of the prefident, for 
the particular purpofe, the right 
hon. William Pitt was unanimoutly 
elected a governor. 

—. Mr. Chrit Atkinfon was again 
brought betore the court of Kiag’s- 
Bench, when, on readiag the affi- 
davit, and hearing Mr. Bearcroft 
and Mr. Wood in behalf of Mr. 
Atkinion, Jord Mansfield, in a 
fpeech that did him infinite honour, 
declared the unanimous opinidh of 
the court, that the record fhould be 
amended as prayed. Lord Mans. 
field concluded his addrefs in words 
to this effect :— 

*¢ There is a certain principle 
which | have laid down in this, as 
weil as other places, which was ne- 
ver more properly applicable than 
in the pretent inttance, 

** that no ficton of law, fhull 
ever fo far prevail aguinit the real 
truth of the fact, as to prevent the 
execution of juttice.” 

By confeut of the attorney-gene- 
ral, the judgement of the court a. 
gainft Mr. tkinfon, was poitponed 
ull the next term, in order thar his 
counfel may infpect the record when 
amended ; thev being tll entitled 
to take any further objection that 
may yet appear on the face of the 
record, 

—. At a quarter before feven 
o’clock in the evening. came on the 
final hearing of Mr. Mortis’s caute, 
to ettablifh his matrimonial con:raét 
with Miis Huirford. Doétor Scot 
recapitulated the heads of the furci- 
bie arguments derived from the laws 
of nature and nasions, which he ad- 
duced on latt Tuelday fe’nnizht.— 
Doctor Wynne replied, the doctor 
very ably contended, that the mar- 
riage being contracted in fraud, vag 
void ab Origine. To prove thi po- 
fition, he adverted to Mr, Morris's 
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conduct during the time the young 
Jady was under the care of Mrs. 
Latouche for education, when that 
lady found herfeif under the necef- 
fity of intorming Mr. Morris, ** that 
his frequent vifits prevented the 
young lady from making a progrets 
in her education.”” He then traced 
him to every patt of the continent, 
and fhewed the probability of a like 
advantage being taken at Lite, 
where Mifs Harford “ defired the 
ceremony to be performed in the 
Englifh language.” He next prov- 
ed from the /ea Joci of the country 
in which fhe marriage contract was 
celebrated, that it was illegal ; that 
jt was likewife illegal under the 
Marriage Act of 17533 that it was 
void by the common law antecedent 
to that period; that it was equally 
condemned by the principles ot the 
Roman and the canon law. His 


argument, which embraced an im- 
menfe {cope of learning and law, 
both jurifprudential and canonical, 


Jafted two hours. At nine o’clock 
Mr. Mansfield began his argument, 
avd continued unul ten, in the 
courfe of which he concluded that 
the marriage in quettion was found- 
ed in fraud and illegality : particu- 
larly with refpect to the Jex loci of 
the ewo places (French Flinders-and 
Denmark) in which it was perform- 
ed. He quoted the opinions of the 
ableft lawyers in thofe places to 

rove his aflertions.—After a pro- 
Findity of argument he concluded 
with craving judgment in favour of 
Mifs Harford. 

The court was 1mmedia’ely clear- 
ed and after half an hour’s confide. 
ration the court was opened and final 
judgment was given.—** That both 

recended marnages were void—that 

ifs Hartford, faifely in the libel 
called Morris, was at tull liberty to 
marry agaip, and that Mr. Morris 
was condemned in full cofts,” = 
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22. The judges of the court of 
Exchequer, the lord chief baron, 
Mr. baron Eyre, Mr. baron Ho- 
tham, and Mr. baron Perryn, de. 
livered their opinions feparately, in 
favour of Metf, Adam, in a caufe 
between them and the earl of Stan- 
hope, that has made fome noife, 
particularly in the county of Kenr; 
and as it turns Upon 4 poivt that af- 
fccts mott people in butine’s, we 
fall ftate generally the import of 
the queition, and the learned judges® 
Opinions. 

An application was made by Meff, 
Adam fora new wial, on a verdiét 
given againit them at the laft Lent 
affizes in Kent, in an a¢tion brought 
in the name of the earl ot otanhope 
ayaintt thofe gentlemen, for da- 
mages fuliained by the failure of 
Liardet’s thucco, executed at the 
houfe of Chevening, under a pa- 
tent right affigned 1o them by Liar- 
det the inventor. 

Lord Mahon appeared to be the 
fole manager throughout the whole 
of this butinefs, and the principal 
witnefs brought to fupport this ac- 
tion was lord Mahon himifelf, who 
pretended to have had a warranty 
trpm Mr. Kennedy, one of Meff 
Adams’ foremen, who is dead, and 
the queition turned upon the vali- 
dity and credibility of the evidence 
given by lord Mahon, in fupport of 
this warranty. 

With refpect to the validity, it 
was eftablifhed by the learned judges 
as a clear point of law, that unlels 9 
fervant has either a general or a par- 
ticular authority given him by his 
matter to grant a warranty, that be 
has no power of binding him, and 
that the expreffions made ufe of by 
Mr. Kennedy in the prefent cafe, 
were merely thofe fort of loofe re- 
commendations of this itucco, that 
every perfon who is a vender, com- 
monly makes ufe of in praife of the 


par- 
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articular commodity in which he 
deals, but by no means amounted 
to a {pecific warranty. 

As to the credibility of lord Ma- 
bon’s teXimony the learned judges 
agreed, that lord Mahon’s evidence 
wis a itrong proof, how cautious 
every perfon fhould be, of becom- 
ing a witnefs, in a caufe in which 
he is interefted, as the mind of any 
man under fuch circumitances is apt 
to be warped in its judgment, and 
jn no initance could this appear 
fironger, than in the prefent, as the 
noble lord had upon the trial affert- 
ed facts to prove a warranty, in di- 
rect contradiction to his condu‘t, and 
which it was evident he would not 
have afferied fome years before. 

The verdict againit the Meflrs. 
Adams was accordingly for a fecond 
time fet afide.—The counfel for 
lord Mahon were, Mr. Peckham, 
Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Mingay ; 
for Mefirs. Adam—Mr, Erfkine and 
Mr. Adam -- Mr. Erfkine’s fpeech 
on this occafion, was not only the 
moft correct in point of argument, 
but alio the moft fplendid and elo- 
quent, that we ever remember to 


have heard in any court upon a law 
fubject. 


24. The following letter was re- 
ceived by the nght hon. the lord 
mayor, trom the marquis ot Car- 
marthen, one of his mayetity’s prin- 
cipal fecretaries of itate: 

St, James's, May 24, 1784. 
* My lord, 
«* T have the honour to acquaint 


your lordfhip, that Mr, Stone is juft 
arrived from Paris, with the defai- 


tive treaty of peace between his ma- 
jefty and the flates-general of the 
United Provinces, which was fign- 
ed the zoth initant, by Mr. Hailes, 
his majefty’s miniiler plenipotenti- 
ary, and the Dutch plenipotentiaries. 

** I fend your lordfhip immediate 
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notice of this event, that it may be 
made public without lofs of time. 
* Lam, with great truth and 
regard, 
- “ My Lord, 
“Your Lordthip’s moft humble 
fervant, 
“ CARMARTHEN.” 
Right Hon. the Lord-Mayor. 


—. Carlton Houfe. The utmoft 
feftivity prevailed throughout this 
mantion of gaicty, and a fuccef- 
fion ot elegant recreations made 
it a fcene of continual pleafure 
and entertainment. The rain of 
the preceding night did not in 
the leait interrupt the morning féte 
prepared in the gardens; as a camp 
of a new conftruction was placed 
along the front of the palace, fo 
contrived, that in cafe of fhow.- 
ers, the company might have flep- 
ped from the apartment to the mar- 
quees without the leait inconveni- 
ence. The camp was compofed of 
a range of five large tents, covered 
on each fide by four lefler tents, and 
a beautiful pavilion which formed 
an enfemble in two poings of view 
exceedingly picturefque and agree. 
able in ats effect. At a little dife 
tance, under the umbrage of fome 
fine trees, a beautiful awning was 
fpread thirty feet high, eighty 
long, and fixty wide; it was fixed 
with uncommon tafte, and contrived 
fo curioutly, that the means by 
which it was fulpended could not 
be difcovered. 

About noon acompany of upwards 
of 600 perfons of fafhion were colleét- 
ed to partake of the dejeune. The ball 
was opened about four in the after. 
noon by the prince of Wales and 
duchefs of Devonthire, on a level 
under the beautiful awning already 
mentioned. The extent of the awn- 
ing admitted of a numerous com- 
pany ttanding up, and the dances 
continuing till paft feven, moft of 
the 
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the gentlemen and ladies had Oppor- 
tun ines of partaking in the bus. - 


7 hre e 


, 
bands were provided, among 
J 


whom were the chict performers of 


{ ore }. 
tne ;? pencil 


the cisthing of the 
ceymb.Js was acknow.edged -10 
avce a fine effect, aud vive 
lite to the other inftcuments. 

On the conclufion ot the ball, 
many of the company retiied: a 
party, howe ver, to the amount ot 
nearly 300 ladies and vent 
meant: to dine with his royal 
highnefs. A molt ma, — tuble 
was ipread in the ball room, at which 
lady Southampton prefiled: the 
Jadies dined firit, accor ling to the 
Parilian’mode ¥ he n large affemblies 
meet, and the gentlemen attended 
them: the prince himfelf was not 
an exception to this rule, but was 
toremeit among the polite in wait- 
ing on his fair vilitunts. The din- 
ner confiiled, including its various 
courfes and removes, of 20-0 d flies ; 
the whole of which was fupplied in 
a fiyle truly princely and grand: 
the torcign ambaiiidors who were 
prefent, fp oke in the moft animated 
terms of t +) hk fpitality and {pirit of 
the Englifh prince, and the order 
in which his féte was conduéted. 
Some of the company took their de 
parture after dinner, and others re- 
tived till the ball room was cleared, 
when the {prig htly dance was again 
refumed ; and the prince, determin 
ing that the fettival fhould be as 
co mp lere as pofible, difpatelied col. 
Lake as a courier of pleafure tu Ra- 
nelagh, to fummon his choien 
friends toa sted f t fouper 

Among t th ‘rfons 0 if ditting ras] nN 
on Monday at oe prince of Wales’s 
tere, were the duchefles of Devon- 
fhire, Portland, Bedford, lady Dun- 
cannon, lady North, lady Cooway, 

hidy Cavene ith, lady Melbourne, Ia- 
dy Archer, Mrs.: Sheridan ;’the dukes 


oi Devon, Portland, Beautor:, and 


! - 
pro 


ereat 


mer 
ine aes 


& § 


a ? [May; 


lord Mansfi: ld Jeand 


Po ae ’ 
; lords North. 
, 


G. Cavendith general OnWay 3 
lords Velnam, South imMpton Pere, 
Ay lef} ) iTS . Wes Mouth; ur \V. W. 
Wynne, Mr. Fox, Mr. ham, 

Mr. Onilow, Mr. ritzpatrick, Mr. 


Sher dan, &c. 

26, Uhere was a meeting of rhe 
electurs at Waliis’s 
S.. James’s, to 


Weiminiter 
room in King-iireet, 
take into confideration che proceed- 
ings of the of commons with 
to the Weitiminiier ele “tion ; 
and to intimate the intention of con. 
vening a general meeting of the 
electors in Weilmintter-hall for their 
advice and concurrence in profecut- 
ing fuch future meafures for 
ing the liberty of election, 
be neceflary tor them to adopt up. 
on the event of an untavourable 
decifion ot the houle of commons. 
Lord Surrey, lord Luclow, lord 
Robert Spencer, lord George Gor- 
don, colonel Fitzpatrick, Mr. Hare, 
Mr.S! veridan, Mr. Adam, and many 
of the leading electors were prefeut 
on this occafion. ‘lhe 
entered into paffed unanimouily. 
Mir. Counteilor Widmore was in the 
chair. 

29. Laft night’s Gazette contains 
an addrefs trom the county of Kent, 
in favour of the prefent adiminiftra- 
thon. 

—. The King againft William 
Robertfon, indicted for forging an 
order of rd Edward Hughes tor fup- 
plying the garrifon of Goree with 
provition, and a receipt of James 
Rooke, heutenant-colonel and com- 
manding officer of the troops at Goe 
ree, for the fame provilions. 

The indictment confifted of twelve 
counts tor forging and publithing 
the faid receipt and order, with in- 
tent to deiraud, ift the king, 2d 
the commiffioners of the viétua'ling- 
office, and 3d the faid James Rooke. 

An application was mace to the 

pro 


houfe 


relpect 
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Pro‘ecutors to put off the trial till 
Monday, which was after an hour’s 
arvument retuled, The butinets 
then egan, 

Counfel for the crown, Mr. fol- 
licitor-general, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. 
ferjeant Walker, Mr. Sylvefter, and 
Mr. Rufiel. Attorney, Mr. Bax. 
ter.—Countel 4 r the prifoner, Mr. 
Bearcrott, Mr. Lee, Mr. Erfkine, 
and Vir. Fielding. Attorney, Mefl, 
Greve and Pots. Mr. Robertion 
Was henourably acquitted. 

J U N E. 

1. Nine prifoners were tried 
at the Old Bailey, three of whom 
were convicted ot telonies, iix were 
acquitted, ameng which number 
weie the three perfons who ttood 
indicted for the murder ot Nicholas 
Caflon, in Covent-Garden, the evi- 
dence not being fuflicient to identity 

} poteen 4 a actually gave the 
el which oecationed his death. 
The trial luted feven hours, and 
the jury, withour retiring, broughe 
in their verdict—Not guilty. 

Atter the trial ende d, a gentie- 
man who was included in the faid 
indi¢tment, turrendered himfelt, bute 
there being no evidence given againtt 
him, he was alfo acqi uitted. 

2. Ay fition from the bailiff of 
Weitmintter was prefented yelterday 
tothe houte of commons, praying 
leave to be heard by counfel .gainit 
a petition, igued by certain per- 
fons, electors of Weftminiler, and 
pretented to that houfe on Monday 
duit, Leave was given. 

Yefierday a petition figned by a 
great umber of refpectabie electors 
of the city ot Weltminiter was pre- 
femted to the houfe of commons, 
fiating when the poll began and 
ended, with the numbers that had 
polied for each candidate—and ftat- 
ing that a fcrutiny had been de- 


manded—and likewile taking notice 
of the petition prefeoted on Mon- 
day lait. Ir then prayed that the 
bailitf might be directed to proceed 
upon the icrutiny, orthat the houfe 
would give them fuch further reliof 
as to their wifdom may fecm meet — 
the fame was read and ordered to be 
contidered at the fame time with the 
petitition ot the right hon, Charles 
james Fox. 

Lexrradl of a letter from Paris, 9 “JUNC Ys 

“ ‘the king has been pleated to 
erale the tentence of the court mar- 
tial at LOnieat, that the affair be no 
loner agitated, which is inethectual 
to aniwer the public expectation. It 
is faid, that a fecoad council of war 
will be | held, folely to examine and 
judge the conduct of come de 
Gratie, who in his quality ef admi- 

ral and captain, ought, according 
to the marine law, to jultity him- 
felt himfelr, by explaining the mo- 
tives which an lived him to give up 
the Ville de Puris. 

** On the 30th ult. the Parifians 
reforted in crowds to Verfailles, to 
fee the ceremony of invetting Mr. 
le Bailh de Suftrein with the blue 
ribbon. In the procetlion were all 
the princes of the blood, and all 
the knights of the order of the Holy 
Ghoit.”” 

5. On Saturday nicht lord Hin- 
chinbroke was ttopped in shis carn- 
aye near Uxbridge by a linvle high- 
wayman, who robbed hin of his 

wach and twen ty guineas. 

o A Scots ‘correfpondent fug- 
geits, that the increaung biacknefs 
of the afpect of public proceedings 
in all quarte rs ot the world, where 
the king’s prefent cabinet is con- 
cerned requires the moft accurate 
attention, and the greatett abilities, 
to extricate the remains of the Brie 
tifh dominions trom the impend 
ing ftorms that threaten them. 
‘The troubles are already com- 
mencl 4 
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mencing in Scotland. The dif- 
tillery riots are truly alarming. 
"They are founded on the decp-root- 
ed ditcontents which were occafion- 
ed all «ver Scotland by the contempt 
of their repretentations and petitions 
for the redreis of gricvances on that 
head. Lord George Gordon was 
inftructed by the people from moft 
parts of that country to lay their 
diftreffed fituation before the houfe 
of commons; and he did fo in fe- 
veral very long fpeeches in the win- 
ter-fetfion, juit before he was com- 
mitted to the Tower; butthe houfe 
of commons chofe rather to be- 
lieve, and act upon, what Mr. 
Henry Dundas advanced in oppo- 
fition tohim. Thus thefe diicon- 
tents, we fee, have been brewing 
and ferurenting for fome years patt. 
“Phe outrageous proceedings, how- 
ever, only began on the king’s birth 
day. ‘The multitude then aficm- 
bled in the Parliament-fquare, and 
in place of demonttrations of joy, 
and fhouting for gladnefs on the oc- 
cafion, nothing but dead dogs and 
cats were thrown about the ftrects 
of ,Edinburgh, accompanied with 
groans, hiiles, and murmurings of 
every difagreeable defcription. In 
the evening they attacked the diitil- 
lery at Cannon- Mills, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the city. Some hand- 
bills were diftributed, to prove, that 
the high price of provilions was 
fulely to be attributed to the im- 
menie quantity of grain manutac- 
tured into fpirituous liquors. Other 
hand-bills and incendiary letters 
were dropt through the city, tend- 
ing to excite a general nfing. ‘The 
attack was begun with throwing 
fiones. The defence was made 
with fire-arms. One of the affail- 
anis was kil.ed dead on the fpot, 
juit as he had got half-way in at the 
outer gate, by two otf Mr. Haig’s 
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fervants firing their pieces at him, 
Tus, inftead of difperfing, increaf. 
ed the tumult. The dragoons from 
Leith, and the military from the 
caftle immediately attended, fup. 
plied with powder and ball. Mr, 
Haig’s tervants, who fhor the man, 
were committed to prifon; but 
though conducted there by a ftrong 
eicort of draguons, the multitude 
pelted them with ftones in fuch 
a furious manner, that one of their 
lives is defpaired of, and the other 
very much bruifed. Ihe com. 
manding officer, and many of the 
dragoons, fuffered alfo very much 
from the flones that were thrown 
atthem. A {trong party of the mi- 
litary was left to guard the premifes, 
A fecond attack was made upon 
them the evening after. A third 
attack was made on Monday; and 
another party of 150 foldiers were 
ordered into the diflillery to reintorce 
the 70 dragoons that were quartered 
there. Thefe blocked up the pat- 
faye to the works, and prevented the 
croud, which was now confiderably 
increafed by numbers from Leith, 
accompanied with drums, from mak. 
ing good their attack in front. They 
then attacked the Weft fide of the 
works, but were driven back, ‘They 
next proceeded to burn and deitroy 
the carts, hay,~ &c. in attempt- 
ing to prevent which, the mili- 
tary fired about two rounds, by 
which another man was killed, and 
feveral wounded. The very fame 
night a large diftillery at Ford, 
about four miles above Dalkeith, be- 
longing to Mr. Reid, was deftroyed 
and burnt to the ground with every 
article belonging to it. An attack 
was alfo made the fame night upon 
another diitillery atCiement’s Wells, 
near Muflelburgh, but fuccefstuily 
detended by the dragoons. Gene- 
ral Letlie and colonel Campbell, 
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and the reft of the officers of the 
military, have had but litte ref 
fince thzte difturbances began. The 
following declaration has been pub- 
lithed by Metirs. Haig and Co. on 
the part of the diftillers, by way of 
quieting the minds of the people : 
Edinburgh, ‘June Q, 17% 4. 

«« Whereas various reports have 
of late been propagated, refpecting 
the nature and effects of the dittil- 
lery at Canonmills, carried on by 
us, it is thought proper to inform 
the public, that thefe reports have 
no other foundation than a fale fate 
of facts. 

* It has unhappily taken _poffef- 
fion of the minds of many people, 
that all forts of grain, wheat, oats, 
barley, and peafe, are confumed 
there in great quantities; and that 
even oat-meal and roots, fuch as 
potatoes, turnips, carrots, are made 
to ferve the purpofes of diftillation ; 
and confequently, that the markets 
are really affected by this fuppofed 
confumption. Now, the genuine 
truth is, that no other fpecies of 
grain are made ufe of by us in our 
diftillery at Cannonmills, but bar- 
ley, rye, and fometimes fuch par- 
cels of wheat as happen to receive 
damage, or are in quality unfit for 
bread; and that not a grain of oats, 
peafe, or a particle of oat-meal, nor 
any potatoes, carrots, turnips, or 
other roots, are ufed in our diftil- 
lery in any fhape. 

“* With regard to the barley ufed 
by us, the markets cannot be affect- 
ed, becaufe it has been almoft toa 
trifle imported into Leith from di- 
ftant places; and fo very attentive 
have we been, that again and again 
we have refufed to purchafe the par- 
cels offered to us here; nay, we are 
confident, 500 bolls of the growth 
of this country have not bécn con- 
fumed at our works. 

** The wheat that has hitherto 


been ufed, was, to a very trifle, bad 
rain, of the importation of lat 
ond purchafed at low prices. 

“ If a doubt remaia abour thefe 
facts, they can be afcertained by the 
names and atteftations of the im- 
porters. 

** So far are we from confuming 
roots at our works, that even the 
cattle and hogs are not fed with 
them. The cattle are brought there 
to confume the grain or draff, and 
by that food alone’ they are fattened 
for the markets. 

* We have reared a work ata 
great expence, and have at all times 
a coniiderable ttock on the fport, 
which we are confcious mutt be of 
the higheit advantage to the country 
and the neighbourhood ; a w 
which gives bread to a great num- 
ber of people, and returns a large 
annual fum to Edinburgh.—Great 
quantities of grain are imported by 
us, which would never have come 
to Scotland, and with the retufe of 
which numbers of cattle and hogs 
are fattened, and the neceflaries of 
human life increafed. 

“ The diflillers in London, en- 
vious of the Scotch in the fame 
trade, are, at the prefent moment, 
exerting their utmoft influence to 
deprive the country of that valuable 
branch, and therefore, it muft ap- 
pear beyond meafure cruel and im- 
politic in the people at hoime to en- 
deavour to fupprefs it. 

*¢ Were the people coolly to re- 
fiect, it would evidently occur to 
them, that the confumption of vic- 
tuals upon the {pot is leffened, by the 
markets being fupplied with {pirits 
extracted from imported grain. 

** Certain intormation has been 
received, that the reports comp ain- 
ed of have been induilrivully tpread 
abroad by interetted people ; and, 
fhould the fame malevolence be con- 
tinued, we fhall tind ourfelves under 
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the neceility of expofing the indivi- 
du ils, and applying 
ag ‘init them. 

‘We ire great ly 
thot e unhap Ps people 


for ics val " edrefs 


concerned for 
who fuffered 


wpon Friday and Monday lat; but 
the nature of ‘es attack mad upon 
our prop rty muit juitify us in the 
detence of it. Arms of every kind 


are provided for that purpofe, as 
ulfo a military force in our w 
and, if we fhall be obliged to ufe 
them, many lives will be 
ecumliance which we shail 
ccrely regret. 

“The peo ple, it is Rates will 
reflect, that the damage (thould they 
be fuffered to do It) mult be re pur. 
ed by the pub ic; and we have no 
doubt, that, befides our own endea- 
vours, the public will take every 
meature to prevent tarther iniichief, 
aod concur in atford'ng all neceffary 


pr vtec tion. 


MKS ¢ 
oA aie 
iOll, icife 
molt lin- 


* James Hare and Co.” 

‘ Scotch correfpondent in- 
forms us, that five companies of the 
24th regiment, from Dundee, ar- 
rived at Leith on Saturday, June the 
goth, with an intention to prevent 
farther difturbances. A meciing of 
the heritors of the county of Mid- 
Lothian was fummoned on the gth 
by public advertifement trom Mr. 
fherif?f Cockburn, to convene in the 
inner feffions-houle on the 12th at 
noon, to concert me afures to ae a 
fop to the outrages, They met ac- 
cordingly. Mr. fheritt C ckburn, 
and fir John Dalrymple, one of the 


king’s judges, propoted a tiring of 


refolutions in faveur of the diftil- 
leries ; but the king’s folicitor-ge- 
neral obferving that the matter was 
of fo much importance, not only 
to that county, but to the country 
at large, wiihed no precipitate mea- 
{ures to be adopted. He then 

moved, that a future meeting fhould 
be called to deliberate farther upon 


IN C 
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the fubject. Sherif Cockhburn’s 
and judge Dalrymple’s 
were whhdrawn., 
publithed oo the 
Aitchifon, the pr 
ments Wells did 
exculpate himielt, and 


refolutions 
A declarat as 
2th by Mr. dohn 

retor ot Cle. 
tending to 


liicry, . 
ie! ing to 


feli meal to the people at a cheap 
PulCe 

14. Lord _ Sydney prefented to 
the houfe ; pecrs a p tition ot 
James Bartholomew Kadelife, ef). 
by the tiyle and atle of earl of 
Newburgh, ilatine himfely to be 
as well entitled to the ecarldom 


of Newburgh as to all the rights 
and privileges that are annex d to 
the pecrage of this realm. His 
lordthip tign:ied bis majeity’s re. 
commendation, and the petition be- 
ing read, was ordered to be reterred 
to a committee of privileges. 

15- The crime ot torgery, fo 
dangerous in a commerci:] country, 
is now arrived at the moit alurming 
height: two young men at this time 
in cuitody for utter ng forged bank 
notes. On Mond ay ‘th: y called at 
Mr. Bake’s, in St. Paul’s Church. 
yard, om pretence of choo'ing lace 
tor a Mrs, Poltar, their empioyer, 
and made choice of « parcel, amount- 
ing to upwards of 2,01. but fome- 
thing in their manner railing fufpi- 
cion in the mind of Mr. Baker when 
they called in the evening for the 
invoice, he defired his clerk to fol- 
low them, who traced them to Mr. 
Caruther’s in Cheapfide, where they 
had been with the fame ftory, and 
had chofen a parcel of lace, to the 
amount of 2321. In order todetect 
them, it was therefore agreed by 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Caruthers that 
when they came again for the x 
which they had agreed to pay tor, 
that the one would let the other 
know. About half after fix oa 
Tuefday evening, Mr. Caruther raa 
to Mr. Baker with a bank note of 
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rool. in his hand. Mr. Baker 
went to a ne ighbo: ir to con ipare it 
with a note of thatfum; but not 
find g one, he went into the city 
to his bankers, to ak their opinion 
of the note, and of two others which 
Mr. Caruther had got trom the 
Youny men iu his Way to the City. 
‘Yoe bankers and their clerks gave 
it as their opinion that they were 
genuine; till the prejudice was fo 
{trong in the mind of Mr. Baker, 
that he went to the Bank, and find- 
ing in the bill ofhce a clerk, he 
aiaed his opinion of the notes. His 
anfwer wa, he had no doubt they 
were good. Not yet farisfied, 
fortunately went tothe accompt n'’s 
otice, and on examination they 
were all tound counterteited fo ex- 
actly, that rt was almott impotfible, 
on comparing them with the genuine 
notes, tu tind any ditierence. The 
pr incipa ils concerned in. thefe tor- 
geries are 1up poted to be the per- 
fons who were fome time ago ad- 
vertifed in the papers. 

16. The recorder made his report 
to his majcily of the convicts under 
fentence of death in Newgate, viz. 
Thomas Kancall, Robert Ganley, 
Daniel Beane, Archibald Burridge, 
James Davis, Jofeph Hawes, James 
Hawkins, John win ch, James Far- 
rel], Patrick Birmingham, Samvel 
Hail, Wiiliom Hob! bs, John ‘Tay- 
lor, Drummond Clarke, Charles 
Barton, Patrick Burne, William 
Smith, Ifaac Torres, Elizabeth 
Vickry, Perer Hatlett alias Edward 
Veriily, Ch rarles Crilwell, John 
Mo‘eley, Simon Young, and Jo hoa 
Boy ie : when Robert Ganlcy, Pa- 
trick Birmingham, Peter Haflert, 
P.trick Burne, Ifaac Torres, Charles 
Barton, Phomas Randal’, Wiliam 
Smith, Daniel Beane, Archibald 
Burridge, James Farrell, John Lynch, 
James Hawkins, Jofeph Hawkins, 
and James Davis, were ordered foi 


“ 








execurion on Wednefday next, the 
23d intlant, 

1g. Came on to be tried before 
the lord chiet baron of the exche- 
quer, at the Guildhall, London, 
the caufe captain Sutton againtt 
commodot& jobnitone. The trial 
began at ten o'clock on Saturday 
morning, ind continued twenty-two 
hours ‘The jury retired about 
feven o’clock, and at eight on Sune 
d 'V morhiag gave a verdict of scool. 
damages tor captain Sutton, 

Latract ef a letter from Dabdlin, 
‘June 21, 

Saturday fe’nnight, about feven 
o’clock in the morning g, a number 
of pertons, tothe amount of more 
than a hundred, aflembled in a riot- 
ous manner before the houfe of 
Mr, Andrew Clarke, of Chancery- 
lane, * this city, ‘matter taylor, 
and cight or mine of them having 
forcibly entered his houf e, they 
laid hold of him, and dragged him 
ulmoit nuked through the itreets toa 
place called the ‘Tenter-ground, 
where, being aflited by a contider- 
able number of perfons who had 
joined them in their way thither, 
after making ufe of the moft horrid 
menaces and imprecations, they 
{tripped him quite naked, and with 
a bruth beimcared him all over with 
tar, afligning as their reaon tor fo 
doing, that he was an importer of 
Eaglith cloth; that their trcatment 
of hin then was only to be contider- 
ed as a flight punflment for what 
was palit, and that the next time 
they were determined to han, g him. 

The lord licute —_ and council 
have this day iflued a proclamation, 
offering a reward of five hundred 
pounds tor eiden ung the firtt of 
the olfenders, and two hundred 
pounds ter each of the next five; 
to be paid on conviction, 

In addition to the above, the cor. 
po aion of taylors bave offered a 

reward 
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reward of one hundred and ten 
pounds to the perfon or perfons who 
fhall profecute to conviction the 

rfons concerned in the above dar- 
ing outrage, viz. fifty pounds for 
the firft, and twenty pounds for 
each of the three next perfons con- 
victed. 

22. This morning at eleven 
o’clock came on at the huftings, in 
Mill-lane, Tooley-ftreet, the elec- 
tion of a member for the borouch 
of Southwark, in the room of tir 
Barnard Turner, deceafed. The 
candidates were, fir Richard Ho- 
thain, formerly member for Sourh- 
wark, and Paul Le Mefurier, efq. 
a director of the Eaft India com- 
pany. Upon the thew of hands, 
the majority appeared in favour ot 
fir Richard Hotham; but the friends 
of Mr. Le Mefurier demanded a 
poll in his favour, which immedi- 
atcly commenced. 

23- The following convicts were 
executed on the fcaflold erected for 
that purpofe before Newgate : Wil- 
liam Smith, Ifaac ‘Torres, Charles 
Bartou, Patrick Burne, Patrick Bir- 
mingham, John Lynch, James Far- 
rel, James Davis, Daniel Bean, Ar- 
chibald Burridge, Robert Ganley, 
aod Thomas Randall, tor burglary ; 
Perer Hailet alias Edward Verilly, 
for perfonating and affuming the 
name of Thomas Howard, of his 
majetty’s fhip the Pallas, with in- 
tent to receive his wages; and Jo- 
feph Haws and Janes Hawkins for 
a ftreet robbery. The above un- 
happy men came upon the feaffold a 
little betore feven o’clock; they all 
feemed devout and penitent, and 
behaved in every refpect as became 
their miferable fituation. The plat- 
form dropped about a quarter be- 
fore eight, and at the fame moment 
they were «Il launched into eternity. 
The concourfe was immenfe; the 
windows and roofs of the houtes 
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commanding a view of the fatal 
fpot, were crowded, and many thou- 
ands of people were affembled in the 
Old Bailey before fix o’clock, 

24. This afternoon, at four 
o'clock, the poll for a reprefentative 
for the borough of Southwark finally 
clofed, when the numbers flood as 
follow : 

22. 23. 24 
For P. Le Mefurier, §33 863 935 
Sir R. Hotham, 506 842 924 


Majority Ir 

A ferutiny was demanded in fa- 
vour of fir Richard Hotham. 

25. This day, at four o'clock, 
Mr. Holder, the high bailiff of the 
borough, held the adjourned huft- 
ings in Mill-lane, ‘Tooley-ftreet. 
He faid, that his very ill ftate of 
health obliged him to decline grant- 
ing a fcrutiny; the fatigue he had 
already gone through in the elec- 
tion having very much injured his 
health, which was before much ims 
paired, he therefore made the retura 
to the writ, declaring, that by the 
number of the poll Mr. Le Mefurier 
was elected. Alter this declaration, 
Mr. Le Meturier came forward, and 
made a fhort fpeech to the electors, 
thanking them tor the honour done 
him. 

Sir Richard Hotham alfo came 
forward ; thanked his friends for 
the trouble and fatigue they had un- 
dergone, and declared his mtention 
of eppealing to the boufe of com- 
mons, in juftice to them as well as 
himfelf; as he had ample proof to 
found a petition 2gain{t his oppo- 
nent, not only of bad votes, but of 
other illegal practices. The huft- 
ings was then adjourned. 

26. Mr. Atkinfon was brought 
up to the court of King’s bench, in 
order to abide the determination 
thereof; when Mr. Bearcroft, on 
his behalf, produced an afhdavit 
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{worn by Mr. Atkinfon, which was 
read, and tended to throw a great 
maay different lights on the fubjects, 
and to elucidate the feveral points 
on which he was found guilry. He 
was alfo permitted, w va vocr, to go 
into the different ttarement of the 
account which he had with the vic- 
tualling-office, explaining the tranf- 
actions thereof with creat accuracy 
and precifion, which by fome means 
or other were negle¢ted, and not 
produced at the trial, Earl Mans- 
ticld then recapitulated the evidence 
given at the trial, and compared it 
with that now offered, and pointed 
out fome very material parts, that 
went in a great meafure toclear him 
from the imputations he laboured 
under. He faid, in order that fub- 
ftantial juftice might be done to 
Loth parties, either to punifh the 
guilty or protect the innocent, it 
would be neceflary to have affidavits 
from the sencaee “the ot the vic- 
tualling-office (though fome of them 
had been examined at the trial), and 
all papers and accounts ia their pol- 
feflion relative to this bufinefs, and 
poitpone the further confideration 
thereof till they can be produced. 
Mr. Atkinfon was theretore remand- 
ed to prifon; but whether judg- 
ment will be given this term or not 
is very uncertain. 

29. The four men who were 
taken up by the patrole near Ken- 
tith-town, were examined before fir 
Sampfon Wright, in Bow-freet, 
when they were ordered for tarther 
examination; one of whom, William 
Vandeput, who, it was reported, 
ftole the great feal from the lord 
chancellor’s, is ordered for farther 
examination to-morrow. 

—. In the court of King’s bench, 
feveral gentlemen furrendered them- 
feives at the bar, to receive judg- 
ment for being concerned in a riot 
in the prifon of the King’s bench 
i 7$4. 
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{ome time ago, whereof thev were 
tried and convicted ; fome affidavits 
were read in extenuation of their 
offence, and the court were about 
to fend them to the. New Gaol in 
the Borough, bur the defendants 
begged hard to be cominitted io the 
former prifon, which was granted, 
and they are to be confined one 
month in the itrong room of the 
King’s bench. 

St. James's, — 49. One of 
the king’s meffengers arrived on 
Sunday lait with the ratification, 
on the part of the States General of 
the United Provinces, of the defi- 
nitive treaty of peace, figned at 
Paris on the 2oth of May lait, which 
was exchanged with Daniel Hailes, 
“iq. his majeity’s plenipotentiary, 
againit his majetty’s sullen, on 
the rgth initant, at Paris, by the 
plenipocentiarics of their high mighti- 
nefles. 


JULY. 


ExtraS of a letter from Hanover, 
July i. 

The prince bifhop of Ofnabrug, 
fecond ton of his Britannic majefty, 
fet out this morning tor Vienna. 
His royal highnefs will afterwards 
vilit teveral other courts of Ger- 
many, and will not return hither 
ull towards the end of Odtober next, 

2. Wednef ay laft, as the prince 
of Wales was going on a vilit on 
horfeback, a few miles from town, 
two carriiges pafling the road to- 
gether, he rode his horie in between 
them, by which he was much 
bruifed, and narrowiy efeaped with 
his life. ‘This morning his high- 
neis was femething better than he 
had been the preceding day, but 
toward the eventing he was much 
wore; the pains occafioned by the 
bruife on his fide attacking bim 
very feverely. His highnefs has 

een lee blood twice. 
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4+ The prince of Wales has been 
fo ill, in confequence of his late 
accident, that three phyficians were 
obliged to be called in, and at one 
time had their doubts of the fafety 
ot his royal highnefs. We are 
happy to add, that the prince is 
now pronounced out of danger. 

Dubling July 6. The high fthe- 
rifts waited on his grace the lord 
icutenant with the petition of the 
aggregate body of the imhabitants 
of the city of Dublin to his ma- 
jetty, requefling his excellency that 
he would be pleafed to tranfmit the 
fume. He returned the following 
anfwer : 

‘¢ Gentlemen, at the fame time 
that I comply with your requeft, I 
fall not tail to convey my entire 
difapprobation of the contents. as 
cating unjult reflections on the 
laws and parliament of Ireland, 
and tending to weaken the authority 
ot both,” 

7. At one o’clock, William Pi- 
fhop, common cryer of this city, 
attended by proper officers, read at 
the Royal Exchange gate two pro- 
élamations, one relative to tlic dee 
finitive treaty being figned at Paris 
between Great Britain and the 
States General, and the United 
States of America; and alfo a pro- 
<lamation for a general thank{- 
giving to be obferved on the 2,th 
inftant, on the peace; they were 
ali afterwards fluck up in divers 
parts of the cty, 

8. ‘This morning Mr, Linton, 
one of the principal muficians be- 
longing to Covent-garden and the 
Haymarket theatres, was attacked 
fomewhere (as it is imagined) about 
St. Martin’s lane. A woman acci- 


dentally looking out of a window 
about one o’clock, faw a genticman 
purfuing three fellows up Bedford- 
bury, into New-ttrect, St. Martin’s 
kane, where Mr. Linton was foon 
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after found, with 2 wound in his 
belly, fuppofed to have been given 
with a knife, He was bled, and 
every endeavour ufed to recover 
him, notwithftanding which he 
foon after expired, A piece of a 
watch chain was found in Mr, Lin- 
ton’s hand; from which circum. 
liance it is not improbable that his 
watch was taken from him by 
force, and that his not parting with 
it ealily was the caule of the vil- 
luins tabbing him. ‘Two perfons 
are already in cuitody, on fufpi- 
cion of being concerned in this 
horrid murder; and every flep is 
taken to bring the offenders to 
juilice, 

Dublin, July 9. The play of 
Douglas being ordered by his grace 
the lord lieutenant, on the rifing 
of the curtain the audience cried 
out tor the volunteers’ march, 
which, on his excellency’s en- 
trance, was played accordingly. 
The p'av, or more properly the 
clamour, now began, and chorufes 
ot groaning, hifiing, and fhouting, 
with whitiles, cat-calls, horfe-legs, 
and geld horns, all kept im tune by 
the trunk-maker, thunceredthrough 
the houfe, and made the drama a 
complete farce. The manager was 
called upon: * I am,” faid he, 
“¢ the fervant of the public, and 
with to know whether it is your 
vill the performancé fhould con- 
tinue.” ‘The propricty of this 
fpeech was univerfally approved, 
and the play was fuffered to go on, 
but with frequent interruptions. 
A few fcenes were acted, and the 
catattrophe introduced. The en- 
tertainment concluded a few mi- 
nutes after cight, when the vice- 
roy withdrew, but not unnoticed, 
the former mufic attending him to 
the cafile. Among thofe who were 
mott noticed on this eccafion was 
the adjutant of the Gold{miths’ 
corpse 
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corps. Him the fheriff trepanne 
out of the houfe. by a tap on the 
fhoulder. On paffing the door, he 
was hurried to the guard-room, 
and his pockets fearched; but he 
had not been there long before the 
multitude alle nbied, to ‘the number 
aot 4050, betore the cattle gate, 
and were continually increafing, fo 
that it was thought neceffary to 
releafe him. It has fioce been re- 
ported that his grace has folicited 
his recall. 

10. A medal has lately been 
{truck to perpetuate the memory-_of 
capt. Cook, the execution of which 
is equal to the fmbje&t. On one 
fide is a bold relief of capt. Cook, 
with this in{cription, ‘Joc. Cook 
Ocean: wveftigator acerrimus ; im- 
natendy un i the head is ex- 
prefied, in lefler characters, Reg. 
Soc. Lond. Socio fuo. On the re- 
verfe appears an crect figure of Bri- 
tannia ftanding on a plain. The 
left arm refts upon an hieroglyphic 
pillar. Her fpear is in her hand. 
and her fhield placed at the foot of 
the pillar, Her right arm is pro- 
jected over a globe, and contains a 
fvmbol exprellive of the celebrated 
circumnavigator’s enterprifing ¢ ve- 
nius, The infcription round the 
reverfe is, Nil intentatum noftri 
liquere; and under the figure of Bri- 
tannia, Au/pictis Geargit PU. 

The above medal was engraved 
at the expence of the Royal So- 
ciety. Six impreffions were ftruck 
in gold, and two hundred and fifty 
in filver. ‘The gold medals are dif- 
pofed of as follow : 

One to his Brirannie majefty, un- 
der whofe aufpices captain Cook 
proceeded on his difcoveries. 

One to the king of France, for 
his great courtefy. in giving a {pee 
citic charge to his naval command- 
ers, to forbear fhewing hoitility to 
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the Refolution and Difcovery, the 
two floops under captain Cook’s 
commaad, and to afford him every 
fuccour in their power in cafe they 
fell in with him, 

One to the emprefs of Ruffia, for 
her great hofpitality to capt. Cook 
when he touched at Kamikatka. 

One to Mrs, Cook, the captain's 
relict. 

One to be depofited in the Britith 
Mufeum; and 

One to remain in the college of 
the Royal Society 

The filver medals were diftribut- 
ed among the members of the Royal 
Society, fome particular lords of 
the admir alty, and a few other di- 
{tinguifhed perf: ns. 

—. Three perfons have been 
apprehended at a houfe of ill fame 
near Bedfordbury, on fufpicion of 
being concerned in Mr. Linton’s 
murder, one ot whom was dilcharg- 
ed on producing a favourable cha 
racter from a butcher, with whom 
he lived a few months ago. A fecond 
was {tronglyfufpec tedof having com- 
mitted the fact, on account ot fome 
blood being fprinkled over his coat, 
and his having given very contra- 
di¢tory accounts of the manner and 
places in which he fpent his time 
the preceding night: he is a taylor 
by trade, anda man of moft infa- 
mous character. ‘The other perfon 
was of equal notoriety, and war- 
ranted the flrongeit fufpicions of 
his guilt ; he gave an account of 
his having flept, and been with his 
favourite female, from eleven o’clock 
on Wednefday night till fix o'clock 
on Thurfday morning; but, on 
fending tor the woman, and ¢xuae 
mining her apart, fhe fwore, that 

1¢ left her about eleven o’clock at 
night, and that fhe had not feen 
him till his appearance in Bow- 
ftreet. A parcel of inftruments for 
(D 2) houte- 
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houfchreaking were taken in thei 
pofttihon, and fully proved their 
defperate practices. 

13. We are happy at having an 
opportunity of intorming the pub- 
lic, that the two murderers ot Mr. 
Linton are now in cultody ; one of 
the parties was feized on Saturday 
evening by Mr. Smith, the keeper 
of Tothill fields, to which place he 
went up in a vilit to Dixon, one of 
the men committed by Mr. Ad- 
dington upon fufpicion. “Phe man 
taken on Saturday is named Mor- 
gan, and is well known to the ofh- 
cers of the police; he has made a 
confeffion oi the whole melancholy 
tranfaction, acquitting Smith, one 
of the two firit taken in cuitody, 
acknowledzing that Dixon and him- 
{. lf were the only perions concern- 
ed inthe murder aud robbery. We 
cannot too much applaud the ac- 
tivity of Mr. Bond and Mr. Smith, 
in purfuit of the perpetrators of 
the murder of Mr, Linton, and the 
addrefs with which Morgan was got 
to confefs the particulars. 

—. Counfel were called to the 
bar of the houfe of peers to be 
heard on the adjourned argum: nt of 
appeal, wherein the honourable 
Andrew Foley, and ‘Thomas Foley, 
an infant by the faid Andrew Foley 
his father and next friend, are ap- 
pellants ; John Grant and others, 
refpondents; when, after hearing 
Mr. Mansfield and Mr. Scott, toi 
the refpondenis, and the attorney- 
general by way of reply, the lord 
chancellor came forward, and hav- 
ing f{poken for a confiderable time, 
his luidihip concluded with pro- 
pofing the following queilion to be 
put to the judges, viz. 

Whether Edward Foley had fuch 
an intereit in the plate in queftion 
in this caufe as rendered the fame 
liable to an execution at the fuit ot 
the creditor ?—eyr, whether the 
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laintiff had any firch interett there. 
in as barred {uch execution ? 

The judges detired to confider 
the qucition ; the further confidera- 
tion was put off till to-morrow, 

A thort itatement ot the proceed- 
ings in the above caufe. 

The right honourable Thomas 
lord Foley, tather to the appellant, 
Andrew Foley, died in 1777; that 
Robert Foley (the teftator’s bro- 
ther) and the faid Andrew Foley, 
the acting executors, permitted the 
refponcent, Edward Foley, to take 
poficilion of one of the fervices ot 
plate left by the teftator as an heir 
loom for the ufe of the feveral per- 
fons who fhould be entitled to the 
ufe and poffeflion of the houfe at 
Stoke. 

That the refpondent, Edward 
Foley, caufed a confiderable part 
of the faid plate to be removed 
from thence to his houfe in Port- 
land-place, without the confent or 
knowledge of Andrew and Robert 
Foley. 

That John Grant and John Bat- 
tye, two of the creditors of Ed- 
ward Foley, caufed writs to be if- 
fued to the fheriffs of Middlefex, 
and on the asth of March, 1779, 
the theriffs, by virtue of the faid 
writ, took in execution all the faid 
plate fo removed by Edward Foley. 

That the appellant, Andrew Fo- 
ley, gave notice to the (heriff, that 
the faid plate was not Edward Fo- 
ley’s, but was part of the teftator’s 
plate, and had been left by him as 
an heir loom. 

The bill filed in the court of 
Chancery prayed, 

That the refpondents, Burnell 
and Kitchen, might be decreed to 
deliver up all the faid plate which 
had been taken by them in execu- 
tion, and that the fame might be 
replaced in the houfe at Stroke, 
there to remain as an heir loom for 

2 the 
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the benefit of the feveral parties 
interefted therein, under the will 
of the faid teitator, Thomas, lord 
Foley, and that in the mean time 
they might be reftrained by an or- 
der or injunction of that court from 
making any fale of the faid plate, 
or any part thereof; and that the 
faid refpondents Grant and Battye, 
might in the manner be reftrained 
from calling upon the faid fherifts 
for returns of the faid writs of feri 
facias, and from all proceedings 
againit them, for not making re- 
turns thereof ; but in cafe it fhould 
appear that the fheriffs had fold the 
plate, or any part thereof, that the 
faid Grant and Battye might be de- 
creed to replace and make good the 
fame.” 

The caufe was heard and judg- 
ment given, March 21, 1783, when 
the lord chancellor was pleafed to 
order the appellant’s bill to be dif- 
miffed againit Burnell, Kitchen, 
and Robert Foley, with coits to be 
taxed ; and againit the other ref- 
pondents without coits. 

The lord chancellor was pleafed 
to determine the faid caufe on the 
fact of the birth of a fon of the 
refpondent Edward Foley, who 
died fourteen days after he was 
born, in 1776, Which was not in 
iffue between the faid parties, but 
mentioned in a depolition of one of 
the witnefles. 

The appellants conceiving them- 
felves aggrieved by the faid orders 
of difmifhon, brought their appeal. 

14. A caufe was tried before Mr. 
juftice Buller and a fpecial jury, 
in which Mr, Edmund Burke was 
plaintiff, and the printer of the 
Public Advertifer defendant. The 
action was brought for a libel a- 
gainft Mr. Burke, and the damages 
laid at soocl. The jury gave a 
verdid he the plaintiff with 1001, 
damages. 
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Exitrafl of a leteer from Deblin, 
Jue 50 
Early yefterday morning a num- 
ber of people armed, feized on Mr, 
Plowman, wooilen-draper, the cor- 
ner of John’s-lane, and hurried 
him to the Weaver’s-{quare, where 
in a few minutes they itripped and 
tarred him.  Sherift Kirkpatrick, 
having received intelligence, pofted 
off to the Liberty, and imprudently 
threw himfelt among the crowd, 
without guards, or any other af- 
fiftance. The fheriff refcued the 
unhappy man; but on attempting 
to feize fome of the ringleaders, he 
was mott violently oppoted- Swords 
were drawn, and the theriff received 
two moft fevere cuts on the head, 
At this moment alderman Hart ap- 
peared, with a ttrong military force, 
and came up moit opportunely, as 
fheriff Kirkpatrick was knocked 
down, and lay in the utmoft danger 
of his life. Mr. Plowman had, it 
feems, made fome very confiderable 
unportation of Englifh goods the 
day before he was waited upon, di- 
rectly infringing the non-importa- 
tion agreement, and which, it is 
alledged, dew upon him the ree 
fentment of the populace. 
ty. Mr. Simp on waited upon 
Mrs. Linton by the defire of the 
directors of the fociety of Ancient 
Mufic, and prefented her with thirty 
guineas. From the very liberal 
manner in which the mufical fund 
is conducted, this unhappy lady end 
her children will be very decently 
provided for; as the widow of a 
member fhe is to receive 181. a 
year, and theallowance for the main- 
tenance of her three children will 
near amount to the fame fum. The 
falary the hufband received at Mr. 
Colman’s theatre is to be continued 
during the feafon, the gentlemen 
of the band having (very much to 
their honour) hired a fubititute 
(D 3) at 
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at their own expence to do the 
duty . 

The following convicts were 
sheteiel this morning beore New- 
gate, purfuaut to ther fentence, 
viz. William ‘Thompfon alias Pe- 
ter omith, John Branton, ‘Thomas 
White. George Dane, and john 
Richards. 

Extrad of a letter from L'Orieat, 
Fuly 20. 

“© Monf. le comte de Graffe is 
gone !.ome to the place of his exile. 
The captains of De Suffren’s fleet 
have n t yet received fentence for 
their couduct in the Fatt-Indies: 
they are yet on board L’Am- 
phion of -o yuns, where they have 
been already imprifoned aear twelve 
nonths. 

30. Friday ny ht arrived in town 
his excellency the duke de Char- 
tres, and the prince de Leury, trom 
France. They fet out on Saturday 
for Prichthelmfone, accompanied 
by the duke de oso on a vilit 
to the prince of Wales. 

3!, His royal highnefs the duke 
of Glocefter, arrived in town with 
his duchefs from the continent. 


AUGUST. 
Dublin, Aug. 4. aft Monday 


night, between the hours of eleven 
and twelve, a number of officers in 
the army, moft of them aids de 
camp to his grace the duke of Rut- 
lan ly flufhed, it is thought, w.th 
wine, entered the fhop of Mr. 
Flattery, a f blitas on Ormord- 
quay, near Hilex-bridge, after af- 
faulting a waiter that “‘ftood at the 
door, in a molt riotots and turbu 
lent manner, uader the pretence of 
calling ier liquor. Here they had 
not been long, before two of thein 
behaved with. the utmoit rudenets 
and jndesency to Mrs, Flattery, 
notwithiiandwg her carneit in r.a- 
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ties to them to defift; the was at 
lait over-heard by her ‘bufband, but 
on his appearance, the treatment 
he received was by no means more 
becoming the character of thofe 
gentry who inflicted it: “* What !’* 
cried one of them, on obferving a 
military flock upon him, ** You 
are a volunteer, an’t you?” and 
tweaked him by the nofe. Flattery 
had too much trish blood in him to 
bear with this perfonal indignity, 
in addition to the ailault upon his 
wife ; he knocked the ruftian down, 
on which the whole corps immedi- 
ately attacked him with their fwords, 
and obliged him to retire for a mo- 
ment, when he returned with a 
mufket in his hand, happily with- 
out a bayonet, with which, and 
the aifiitance of two young men 
who were in the houfe, he foon 
cleared his thop of the rioters ; 
who, though tor the prefent ex- 
pelied, foon returned to the charge, 
and endeavoured once more to force 
an entrance, but were valiantly 
withflood, though one of them ac- 
tually fired a piilol laden with bul- 
lets into the fhop : fortunate ly this 
act of defperation mifcarried, as no 
defi was hurt by it. The offi- 
cers now demanded a parley, and 
pretending a contrition for what had 
happened, infidioufly clofed in up- 
on Fla tery, feized his firelock, and 
flung it over the parapet wall into 
the Liffey ; hereupon the fight was 
renewed, but a volunteer armed 
only with his bayonet, paffing that 
way, ranged himfeli on the fide of 
the injured citizen. This fuccour 
turned the fcale, and the offenders 
thought proper to make a precipi- 
tate retreat; but beiore they got 
clear of the | mob, whom this affray 
had gathered together, and now 
joined the victors, they were fa- 
luted with a valley of ftones, by 
which fone of them received fuch 
fevere 
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fevere contufions, as difabled them 
from following their flying com- 
sades. One ot them indeed endea- 
voured to command refpect from 
the populace, by calling out, that 
he was a peer of Great Britain ; 
but this availed little: it rather ag- 
gravated the heinoufnefs of his un- 
worthy conduct, and the more ex- 
afpecated and irritated them againtt 
him. The officers, who efcaped 
firft, haitened to all the city guards, 
dratting from thence, particularly 
at the national bank, all but the 
centinels on duty, returned with 
large bodies of fuldiery, denounc- 
ing vengeance and extirpation to 
the volunteers ; fheriff Smith hear- 
ing of this dangerous riot, repair- 
ed to the main guard, but even 
there could only get five men to 
fupport the civil power, and keep 
the peace of the city:—His pre- 
fence, however, for this time, put 
an end to the ditturhances of the 
night; and the next morning Flat- 
tery {wore examination for an af- 
fault and battery at the juttices ro- 
tation-office, againft the rioters.— 
One of them was brought into a 
houfe on Ormond-Quay, where he 
lies very ill of hiswounds. Though 
thefe perfons are, for this flagrant 
offence againft the police and peace 
of this city, now in the hands of 
civil juftice, where they mult an; 
fwer for the fame, anid be judged 
by the laws of the realm, there is 
another tribunal before whom they 
muft be arraigned ; a court mar- 
tial, which the commander in 
chief has ordered to be called, cn 
the charge againft them of ungen- 
tlemanly conduét, and leading the 
foldiers through the itreets in a tur 
multuous and riotous manner. 

Auguft 5. The following letters 
patfed and re-pafled on Ormond- 
ury, yelterday. 


© Secretary Orde’s refpects to 
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Mr. Flattery, has juft received his 
letter ; wifhes to have the pleafure 
of feeimg him at his office, foon as 
conven.ent.” 

Dublin Cattle, UW’ dnefday morning. 

“* Mr. Flattery’s refpects to fe- 
cretary Orde, informs that he, or 
any perfon for him, never had the 
pleaiure of fending him a letter.” 

Ormond-Quay, Augu! 4. 

Mr. Maffett, the young gentle. 
man who behaved with fo much 
bravery and gullantry in refcu- 
ing Mr, Flattery from the attack 
of the military rioters, mutt 
have undodbtedly fallen a facri- 
fice to their favage fury, had it 
not been for the knowledge he 
offefled of the ufe of arms, and 
his activity in defending himfelf 
with a fword cane. He was at- 
tacked by feven with drawn hang- 
ers, who at the fame inflant exerted 
every effort to bring him to the 
ground; by his activity he extri- 
cated himielf from this perilous 
fituation, and he and Mr. Flattery 
drove them out of the houfe. On 
the Quay, the fkirmith recom- 
menced with new vigour; here, 
indeed, he had only five, whom he 
fought round for a confiderable 
time. We are happy to find that 
of the fix wounds he received, 
none of them are likely to prove 
mortal, After a parley was made 
for a minute, and borh parties a- 
greed to ftop farther haitilities, two 
of them rufhed behind and dif. 
armed him, while another gave 
him a violent contufion on the head, 
—Mr. Maffet happily made his 
efcape to Abbey-ftreet, where he 
was purfued by fome foldiers. 
Extra& of a letter from Arras, dated 

ath infiant 

‘¢ Yefterday morning Mr. Charles 
Clutterbuck, who has been confined 
at St. Omer’s, and at this place, 
for two years pait, was conducted 
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amid@ a vafi concourfe of f{pectators 
fy m the royal prifon to the coun- 
cilechamber, in order to pais his 
lait interrogation touching the ot- 
fence he has committed againft the 
bank of England; the ¢xamina- 
tion lafted about an hour: the 
judge demanded his defence, which 
he delivered in French, in thefe 
words ; ¢ Si mon proces avoit été 
inflruiten Angleterre fous le faux 
titre royale, il avroit ctd rejerté et 
il n’auro:t pas «te reconnu,.’ I un- 
deriland that he has alfo prefented 
to the bench of judges a very inge- 
nious memorial, thewins the nature 
of his crime, and the nature 7 
inflitution of the different banks i: 
Europe. The judges are puz: “led 
to make a decifion upen this unpre- 
cedented fuit, which affords much 
argument and profit to the lawyers 
here ; the pesbiciesiae has already 
coft the bank more than 20,coo!. 
and as the whole of thefe proceed- 
ings are tran!mitted to the king’s 
council chamber at Paris, it may 
probably colt them as much more.” 
Exitrad of alter from Dublin, Au- 
guft c. 

Yetterday, about two o’¢lock, 
the duke of Rutland arrived at the 
caftle from the county of Weit- 
meath, fuppofed to be in confe- 
quence of an exprefs cifpatched for 
his grace the day before, relative 
to the military outr age on Monday 
night, 

“We are informed that fpecial 
meffenger was diipatched yeilerday 
evening to his majefly, with as im- 

artial an account of the riot on 
Monday nicht as could be obtain- 
ed. The lord lieutenant declares 
that he will not fcreen the offend- 
ers. ; 

Three of the gentlemen con- 
cerned in the above riot, we hear, 
have given bail. 

' At a meeting of the corps of 
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independent volunteers, the follow- 
ing refolutions were agreed to: 

*¢ Refolved unanimoutly, That 
we behold with the hizheft indig- 
nation and con-ern the unjuftifiable 
condué t of certain officers in his 
majeity’s army, on the night of 
Monday the 2d current, w who inde- 
cently ‘and abulively atacked the 
wife and perfon of a citizen of this 
metrapolis ; at the fame time com- 
m tig the moit flagrant violation 
of the laws, by acts of outiage and 
riot, di siacefal to the foldier and 
the gentleman, and fubveriive of 
the peace und fecurity of the pub- 
ic. 

‘* Pefolved unanimoufly, That 
fiom the eompiexion of the times, 
we think it incumbent on us to in- 
voke all our fellow ¢clizens not yet 
difciplined immediately to join us, 
and learn the ufe of arms; as irom 
the volunteer iitength, the people 
of this kingdom have the furctt 
protection for their civil rights, re- 
lying at the fame time on our bro- 
ther foldiers now aflociated, that 
they will hold themfelves always in 
readinefs, properly appointed, 
turn out on the florteit notice, for 
the fecurity and protection of every 
inhabitant of this city from fuch 
outrage in future,” 

-. At the affizes for the county 
of Kent, the caufe between earl 
Stanhope and the Meili. Adam of the 
Adeiphi, was tried a third time, 
when the plaintiff, earl Stanhope, 
obtained a verdict of 1,5001. da- 
mages, belides cofts of fuit. 

10. Some of the prifoners in the 
King’s bench attempted their efcape 
in the following manner: defpair- 
ing ot being liberated by the in- 
folveut bill, which has flept fo long 
in the heute of lords, oae D——s 
with a number of affociates, af- 
fembled, and in a peremptory man- 
ner demanded the key of the pri- 
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fon from the door-keeper, who, 
fearing the confequences of a re- 
fulil, gave upthe fame. D. thus 
in potieflion ot the key, in the 
height of his joy ran back into the 
priton to give notice thereof, when 
the door-keeper immediately clap- 
ped too the door, which having a 
ipring lock, and there being no 
key-hole within fide, the infur:ents 
were in a moment as clofe prifon- 
ers as if they had not the key. A 
guard was tnmedistely fent for, 
which has done duty at the prifon 
ever fince ; where things remain in 
a ftate of tranquillity. 

—. Dixon, one of the villains ap- 
prehended tor the murder of Mr. 
Linton, efcaped out of Clerken- 
well bridewell. He was not miffed 
till the ufual hour of locking up 
the prifoners in the difierent wards. 
There is little doubt of this atro- 
cious offender being foon retaken, 
his perton being well known to all 
the conftables belonging to the dit- 
ferent public othees, as well as the 
runners of the difierent gaols. The 
means by which he effected his ef- 
cape were as follow: a woman, 
w th whom he cohabited, conveyed 
into the prifon the apparel of a te- 
male. bre crefled himfelf in this 
difguiie, and his complexion being 
fair, with white hair, and his per- 
fon not maiculine, it is not fur- 
priting that he was fuffered to pafs 
the prifon door. The woman, who 
furnifhed him with the clothes, has 
been examined before Mr. juilics 
Hyde, but fhe would not deicr.be 
the drefs. 

Extrad of a letter from Dublin, 4u- 
gufl ii. 

Yefterday, about twelve o'clock, 
a mob, armed with fwords, piftels, 
&e. feized Mr. Cromic, merchant, 
en the Old-Bridge, and hurried him 
ito Purcel’s-Court, where they 
iiripped, tarred, and feathered him, 
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Sheriff Smith came to his affiftance 
whea the operation was over, and 
the mob diiperfed. One of the vil- 
lains wounded Mr. Cromie in the 
neck with a {word in a very danger- 
ous manner, 

Extra& of a letter from Dublin, Aue 

gui 12. 

Yefierday a great number of 
armed men went to the market 
in Cole’s lane, and took from thence 
a butcher, and was bringing him 
tor the purpofe of tarring and fea- 
thering, when alderman Hamilton 
got information, and inftantly pur- 
fued them ; on his appearing they 
immediately difperfed, without per« 
forming their intention. ‘The 
crime .hey chareed him with was 
for not ferving a regular apprene 
ticefhip. 

This day about twelve perfons, 
armed with blunderbuffes and other 
arms, went to the houfe of Mr. 
Corbett, woollen-draper in Chrifte 
church-yard, whom they feized 
upon by ftratagem. After he had 
been taken into cul'ody, fome fhots 
were fired from the houfe, which 
were repeatedly returned by the 
pgpulace, but without any effect, 
except that Mr. Corbet received a 
contufion in the ear by a ball from 
his own houfe; the croud then 
proceeded to the earl of Meath’s 
Liberty, where he was tied to a tree 
and received a dozen lafhes; after 
which he was completely tarred and 
feathered, and paraded through 
feveral fireets ; but on the appear- 
ance of fheriff Smith and alderman 
Huran, he was given up with. 
out farther injury. The crime of 
which he was accufed, was, that 
he had, after fubfcribing to the 
non importation agreement, taken 
into partnerfhip feveral obfcure per- 
fons, under whofe names he had 
imported and fold very large quan- 
titic: of Englifh manufactures. 
Dub- 
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Dublin, Anguf? 13. 
Ata general meeting of the corps 
of Uppercrofs and Coolock vo- 

Juntcers, at the Centaur in Fih- 

amble-ftreet, “‘Tyefday the i:oth 

of Augult, 1784. 

Major M‘Cormick, in the chair. 

* Refolved, That we view with 
the utmoft abhorrence the cruel and 
unprovoked oytrage commicted on 
the perfon of Mr. Neal }lattery, a 
member of this corps, and a citi- 
zen, with other perions of his ta- 
gnily, by certain olbice *rs of the army, 
on Manday the 2dinitant, and that 
we confider this as one of the evil 
effects of the unneceflary augmen- 
tation of the military eftablith- 

ent. 

** Refelved, That we pledge our 
felves in the moft facred manner, to 
each other, and to our fellow-citi- 
zens, to hold ouriclves always pre- 
pared to ailift the mayiitrates to re- 
pel any fuch violence in future,” 

Major M'Cormick reported his 
having received the following let- 
ter from col. lord Harrington, con- 
taining a meffage to be communi- 
gated to this corps. 

Dublin Barracks, Aug. €, 1784, 

Sir, 

Having learned, with much con- 
cern, that an affray which happen- 
ed fome nights ago ‘wherein my 
name has appeared) has been im- 
puted to an intention on my part, 
and that of the officers of the army, 
of offering an infult to the corps of 
volunteers of this city, I took the 
earlicit opportunity of endeavour; 
jug to remove fo ill-founded an im- 

refion, by a meflage, which I 
aoe an officer of my regiment 
to deliver to you, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy, viz. 

I am defired by lord Harrington 
to wait on you, in confequence of 
his “ having been informed that 
the unfortunate affray, which hap- 
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pened on Monday night on the 
Quay, is Confidered in the light of 
an intentional infult on the vo- 
lunteer corps: his lordfhip defires 
me to atlure you, fir, and through 
you the corps to w hich you belong, 
that he is perfuaded, that there was 
not the remoteit intention of that 
kind :—and that in regard to him. 
felf whofe name has been men- 
tioned in it) he never had an idea 
of treating with difrefpect, much 
lefs of ottering an infult, to you, 
or any other corps of volunteers.” 

Underfianding that you have ex- 
preffed a with, that the ubove mefe 
fage fhould be conveyed by letter, 
previous to its being communicated 
by you to the corps, I trouble yoy 
with this repetition of it. 

lam, Sir, 

Your very humble 
and obedient fervant, 
HARRINGTON, 

To the Commanding Officer 
of the Upper-Crofs and 
ag Volunteers. 

. The due de Chartres fet off 
for "ee being fent for hy order 
pf the French hing. 

—. To the right hon. the lords 
fpiritual and temporal, in parlias 
ment afiembled, 

‘The humble petition of upwards of 
eight hundred prifoners confined 
in the prifon of the king’s bench, 
in behalt of themfelves and many 
thoufands,of tellow-futierers at 
home and beyond the feas, 

Sheweth, 

That a confinement for the {pace 
of near three years has deprived a 
great many of your petitioners of 
the power of exercifing their feve- 
ral trades and profeilions, whereby 
their little property has been long 
fince expended, and themfelves and 
families reduced to a ftate of the 
mott exquifite diftrefs. ‘That they 
are, from the number of wens 
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objects now confined, unavoidably 
crowded together in fmall apari- 
ments, where they labour under all 
the complicated miferics of diteate 
and famine. 

Your petitioners therefore mot 
humbly pray, that your lordfhips 
will pleate to take into your hu- 
mane coniideration the bill now 
pending betore your lordthips, and 
thereby rettore to lite and liberty 
thofe many unhappy families, who, 
but from the mercy of your lord- 
fhips, have not the mott diitant 
proipect of reiief. 

And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. 

King’s-Rench prifon, 

Auge 14, 784+ 

Committee for the whole. 
R. Sharman, J. Reynolds, 
N. Humphries, G. Miller, 
W. Settle, P. D. Stanhope, 
J. Wilfon, S. Staniland, 
R. Grant, J. Lodge, 
J. Buezelin, Simon Patrick 
I, Jenkins, Hecly. 

Dublin, Aug. 16. Belides all the 
old and extraordinary guards and 
ftations of the hing’s garrifon in and 
about this metropolis, eftablifhed 
within thefe few weeks, a ferjeant’s 
guard, fince Thurfday laft, docs 
duty at the foot of the Old Bridge. 

An expre(s was yellerday morn- 
ing ditpatched from the caftle for 
London, containing, it is faid, an 
account of the proceedings at Rof- 
common and Ballinafloe. 

Latt Friday, in the afternoon, a 
number of perfons unknown, arm- 
ed with fwords and piftols, went to 
a privting-office in this city, where 
a paper is publifhed, and there 
feized the perfon of a Mc. Laf- 
celles, fuppofing him the printer 
thereof, with an intent, it is thought, 
to tar and feather him; but betore 
they had dragged him many yards 
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from the houfe, difcovering their 
miitake, he was enlarged, not how- 
ever before he had received jiomg 
ftrokes to urge his fpeed. . 

17. Henry Morgan was commits 
ted to Newgate by William Ad- 
dington, efq. charged, on his own 
conteffion, with telonioutly aflaule- 
ing Charles Linton on the high- 
way, in the parifh of St, Martin in 
the Fields, in the county of Mid- 
diefex, and taking from his perfon 
a gold watch, two guincas and a 
halt, and one ililling, his propertys 
He alfo flands further charged, on . 
his own confetiion, with the wilful 
murder of the faid Charles Linton, 

—. The right hon, William Pitt 
narrowly efcaped being fhot by a 
gardener near Windfor, ‘The cir- 
cumtiaace was nearly as follows: 
Mr. Pitt dined that day with Mr, 
Jenkinion, and returned to town 
by a pott-carriage ; but the boy’s 
blundering out of the main-road, 
and not being able to find his way 
back, induced Mr, Pitt to go to 
the next farm-houfe, to be rightly 
informed ; the dogs, however, mak- 
ing an alarm, the man of the houfe 
came out with a loaded gun, and 
infisied on Mr. Pitt’s fianding fill, 
on pain of being fired at; Mr. Pitt 
pleaded and expoitulated in vain, 
ull at length the farmer actually 
fired on him; the bullet went 
through the loofe part of his coat, 
but happily without any injury ; 
the poit-boy hearing the explofion, 
ran to the fpot, and his appear- 
ance, together with Mr. Pitt's ar- 
guments, at length fo far prevailed 
on the tarmer, that the young 
chancellor was permitted to With- 
draw ; and his antagonift gave him 
every neceflary infiruction to find 
out the main road to town, 

20. Mrs. Haftings wife of Mr. 
Haiings, governos-general of Ben- 
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gal, was prefented to their majcfies 
at St. James’s, and moft graciouily 
received. 

Dublin, Augnfi 20. Yeterday 
evening, about feven o’clock, a 
mob afiembled in Gratton-iireet, for 
the purpofe of riot, as it 1s fuppofed 
to attack fome gentlemen who had 
been very active in affociating for 
the prefervation of the public peace ; 
in a moment the inhabitants of that 
neighbourhood turned out, well 
appointed, and by their {pirited in- 
terference, put an end to this dar- 
ing attempt. 

Wednefday evening a number of 
the military with fide-arms, forced 
their way through feveral markets 
in this city, behaving in a diforderly 
manner, throwing the meat about, 
and ill-treating every perfon. Se- 
veral officers overtook the rioters in 
Patrick-ftreet, and compelled them 
to return : when the gentlemen got 
them to Arran-quay, they formed 
a line, and took down the name of 
every prion concerned, in order to 
bring them to juftice. 

Dublin, Aug. 25. Yelterdav, at 
noon, Garret Dignam, found 
guilty the day before of a rior, and 
tarring a butcher, was, purfuant to 
his fentence, whipped from the 
Tholfel through Patrick-tireet, the 
Crofs Poddle, Francis-ftreet, and 
back to the ‘Tholfel, by the way of 
Hich-fireet. The theritis Smith 
and Kirkpatrick, and feveral alder- 
men, attended to fee the punifh- 
ment duly infli¢ted, which was ac- 
cordingly done with unexampled 
feverity, the unhappy wretch be- 
ing for the purpofe tied acrofs a 
car. The magiftrates for fecurity 
were attended not only by all the 
peace officers of Dubiin, but alfo 
by a ftrong guard, confifting of 2 
troop, compoted of picked men, of 
jord Drogheda’s regiment of tigh 
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draroons, anda detachment of fifty 
foot foldiers trom the regiments in 
garrifon. 

When they came to the lower 
end of Francis-ftreet, near the 
Crofs Poddle, fome tlones were 
thrown from the mob in the rear, 
on which the foldiers, without any 
orders but the impulfe of refent- 
ment, fired upon the croud up- 
wards of twenty fhots, by which 
one man, a poor wool-comber was 
killed, and three or four wounded; 
the theriffs immediately interpofing, 
a ftop was put to the further effu- 
fion of blood, and the two firft 
men that fired were taken into cuf- 
tody. This difturbance occafion- 
ing a halt, an account thereof was 
immediately fent off to the caftle 
and the barrack, from whence, in 
a few minutes, ftrong parties ar- 
rived to reinforce the guards; no 
other accident, however, worth re- 
lating occurred, except the wound. 
ing of a man in the head, by a fol- 
dier, at the Tholfel, who was at- 
tempting to crofs the file. 

The news that the guards were 
firing in Francis-ftreet {pread the 
greateft conflernation throughout 
the city, which would not have 
been diminifhed, if the inhabitants 
had known, that all the reviments 
of the garrifon were drawn out, 
fully accoutred with thirty rounds 
of ball-cartridges in their cartouch- 
boxes, in the fquares of the bar- 
Sheriff Smith, after the exc- 
cution, repaired to the barrack, 
and acquainted the commanding 
officer with the delinquency of the 
foldiers. 

Yetterday, aftexy three in the af- 
ternoon, the cafile gates were clofed, 
and no perfon fuffcred to enter or 
pafs through. 

—. Mr. recorder made his report 
to hig majefty, of the convitts uit 

err 
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der fentence of death in Newgate, 
viz James Stodart, -Joha White, 
John Codd, Robert alias John 
Moore, Richard Edwa;ds, James 
Shiers, Jofeph Tufo, William 
Holmes, John Matthew Cox, John 
Portic, John Foreman, John Ruf- 
fier, Mary Marthall, Richard Mid- 
diecton, John Sheliey alias Sher- 
ley alias Sherlock, James Napier 
and Thomas}Turner.—W hen James 
Napier, John Codd, John Shelley 
alias Sherley alias Sherlock, Ro- 
bert alias John Moore, William 
Holmes, and Richard Edwards, 
were ordered for execution on Wed- 
nefday next, the iit of September. 

Dublin, Aug. 27. At four o’clock 
yefterday afternoon, the body of 
Condron, the woolicribler, who re- 
ceived his death by a mutket-fhot 
from one of the guard that attend- 
ed the execution of the fentence of 
whipping inflicted laft Tuefday, on 
Garret Dignam, was carried from 
the Liberty, threugh the city, ac- 
companied by a vait concourie of 
people, to the cemetry at Church- 
town, and there interred. The 
proceffion was throughout conduct- 
ed with the greateit decency. 

This morning Mr. Dowling, 
printer of the Volunteers Journal, 
Dubiin, was apprehended by jul- 
tice Graham, and carried betore 
judge Robinfon, who committed 
him to Newgate, on a charge of 
hivh trealon, at the fuit of the 
crown. 

3:. His royal highnefs the prince 
of Wales fet out trom Windfor to 
Brighthelinftone, 
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1. The following malefactors, 
convicted in July feifions, were, in 
purfuance of their fentence, exe- 
cuted on a fcaffold erected for that 
purpofe before the door of New- 


oc cuURR 
gate, viz. Richard Edwards, for 
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affaulting the hon. Keith Elphin- 
fton, near the theatre in the Hay- 
market, and forcibly taking from 
him a gold watch, gold feal, &c. 
Robert alias John Moore, for af- 
faulting Mts. arian tn near 
St. James’s gate, and fnatching 
from her head drefs a cluiter dia- 
mond pin; John Codd, for a ftreet 
robbery on Samuel Ellifon; ‘Vil- 
liam Holmes, for a burglary in the 
houfe of Adam Hamilton at En- 
field; John Shelly alias Sherley 
alias Sherlock, for being concerned. 
with others in refcuing and carry- 
ing away 3g0lb, of tea, which had 
been feized by an excife-oilicer ; 
and James Napier, convicted the 
feilions before, for affaulting the 
hon. Albina Hobart, near the O- 
pera-houle, and taking from her 
perfon a diamond ear-ring, by tears 
ing the fame from her ear, but 
which flipped out of his hand, and 
fell into her handkerchief. Hav- 
ing attended divine fervice in the 
chapel, the unhappy men appeared 
on the fcaffold at twenty-five mi- 
nutes betore feven; and after be- 
ing ted up, they joined the ordi- 
nary in fervent devotion. ‘The 
prayers being over, Mr, Vilette 
took them each by the hand, and 
having refpectively recommended 
them to Almighty merey, went off 
the teaffold, when John Codd gave 
a handkerchief to the deputy-qxe- 
cutioncr, who at the convicts 
detire delivered it to a perfon 
among the croud. The platform 
dropped a few minutes betore feven, 
when Codd, in confequence-of the 
noofe having flipped from under 
the ear to the back of the neck, 
writhed his body and flruygled near 
ten minutes after his fellow-fuffer- 
ers appeared to be quite dead. 
They were ttout well-made young 
men, the oldett not appearing to be 
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more than four or five and thirty, 

and decently dreffled. Sherlock 

wore a new fuit of mourning. 
Ciry of York. 

At the Guildhall of the faid citv, 
the firit dav of September, in 
the year of our Lord 1784, it 
was refolved by the mavor and 
commonalty of the fa‘d city, 
‘That the thanks of this corpora- 

tion here affembled be given to the 

right hon. Charles James Fox, the 
right hon. William Eden, William 
folifte, efq. George Dempfte r, efq. 
and John Courtenay, efq. tor their 
wife, firenuous, and patriotic op- 
polition to the bill brought into 
parliament during the laft feffion, 
unpofing an additional duty on 
windows in lieu of part of the late 
dutics on tea, which bill had been 
declared by the inhabitants of this 
city, at a general meeting, to be 
extremely inpolitic, partial, com- 
pulfory, oppreifive, and unjuit, and 
which now appears to this corpora- 
tion to lay a heavy and peculiar 
burthen upon the people of this 
kingdom. 

Refolved alfo, That the thanks 
of this corporation be given to the 
forty members of parliament who 


divided againtt the third reading of 


the faid bill in the houfe of com- 
mons on the roth of Auguft Iatt. 
Refolved, that thefe refolutions 
be entered into the corporation 
books ; that copies thereof be made 
and figned by the common clerk, 
and tranfmitted by him to the feve- 
ral gentlemen named in the firft re- 
folution, and that the fame be pub- 
lifhed in both the York papers. 
By order, 
Geo. Townenn, 
Common clerk of the faid city. 
—. Lait week colonel Fox, as 
the reprefentative ot the late lord 
Holland, paid into the Bank, for 
the ufe of government, the fum of 
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46,0001. the payment was made by 
a bill upon the houfe of Drum- 
mond. 

6. This morning, about fix 

o’clock, one hundred tranfports 
(men only) were put on board a 
lighter at Blackfriars-ftairs, in or~ 
der to be tranfported to America. 
They were attended by Mr. theriff 
Pickett, Mr. Akerman, &c. who 
faw thein properly fecured ; there 
are now lett in Newgate eighty-one 
more, moitly women; amongft the 
notorious ones are one Webfter, 
who has been tranfported three 
times before ; and Hopping Dick, 
who has been capitally convi¢ted 
twice before, 
The nobleman’s carriage 
lately tarred and feathered by the 
Dublin mob, is faid to have be- 
longed to lord Mutkerry. It was 
the beautiful and magnificent coach 
not long fince fent over by 
Hatchet. 

The quarrel with lord Mufkerry 
is not on any political or perfonal 
eround, but merely the oftence his 
carriage has given the non-impor- 
tation agreement: the agreement, 
by the bye, did not take place till 
two months after the coach was 
landed in Dublin; fo that here is 
diforder not more full of abfurdity 
than barbarifm. 

Eatrad of a letter from Plymout), 
Sept. >. 

Laft Thurfday morning, at ten 
o’clock, the remains of tir Eyre 
Coote, K. B. were landed at the 
Jetty Head, in the dock-yard, the 
Bombay Caille firing zt minute 
guns. The corps of marines form 
ed a line to the dock-gates. Drums 
beating a point of war, colours fly- 
ing, mufic playing a folemn dirge. 
The officers faluted the hearfe as it 
pafied them, In Fore-{treet, two 
companies of royal artillery, the 


39th and goth regiments of foot, re- 
ceived 
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ceived the body, forming them- 
felves into divifions of fix abreatt ; 
the grenadiers and light infantry 
taking the lead. They then pro- 
ceeded through the towns of Dock, 
Store-houfe and Plymouth, through 
the Glacis to the gates of the cita- 
del, where the lieutenant-governor, 
Campbell, received the body with 
every mark of refpect. The two 
battalions and artillery formed on 
the parade, before the governor’s 
houfe; the grenadiers and light 
infantry, in four divifions, efcorted 
the hearfe to the chapel, the troops 
prefenting their arms; the drums 
beating and mufic playing, 19 mi- 
nute guns were fired during this 
ceremony, and the body was depo- 
fited in the chapel with great fo- 
lemnity and refpect. The nume- 


rous crowds of {pectators which at- 
tended, teltified their regard to the 
memory of fo great a man. 

7. This night’s gazette contains 
an addrefs to his majefty from the 
frecholders of the county of Meath, 


in Ireland, in which they fay, that 
they fee with concern and indigna- 
tion the public peace ditturbed, and 
the government infulted, by the 
intemperance of fome mifguided 
perfons in the city of Dublin, and 
are happy in declaring to his ma- 
jefty, that the tranquillity of that 
county has been preferved with- 
out interruption, and that they 
will, in their feveral capacities, ule 
every exertion to maintain and cul- 
fivate a difpotition to good order, 
an obedience to the laws, and a re- 
{pect for the legiflature, as the beft 
{ecurities of their properties, free- 
dom, and religion. 

Extrad? of a letter from Dublin, 

Sept. 10. 

The cenfequences of the attempt 
made a few days ago by the mili- 
tary to refcuc one of their officers, 
cenfined for debt, have turned out 
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to be much more melancholy than 
the public were at firit taught to be- 
lieve. ‘The following are the par- 
ticulars of that unfortunate attray. 
Captain Pallifer, of the oth dra- 
goons, was arreited and carried to 
a lock-up houfe, where he was 
fafely lodged : a woman, whom he 
kept, called together out of theic 
beds, a number of the privates ot 
the regiment; and after giving them 
a great quantity of fpiricuous Li- 
quors, the excited them to go and 
refcue her paramour. The mea 
readily undertook the bufinefs, 
heated as they were with {pirits, 
and perhaps not a little prompted 
to it by atiection tor their ofheer. 
The theriff’s officer’s houfe was at 
the end of a little narrow court; 
from this circumftance it was more 
dangerous to approach it in hottile 
array, and the more eafy to repel 
an attack: the dragoons, however, 
attacked it with grtat violence ; 
but were repulfed with three dif- 
charges of a blunderbufs, loaded 
with dlugs. One man was left dead 
upon the fpot; three more were 
wounded in fuch a manner that 
they died a few hours after; five 
more were carried to the Royal In- 
firmary, and of two of them the 
furgeons have defpaired; many 
ethers were wounded in the legs, 
breafts, and arms, ‘The reafon that 
fo many were wounded was, that 
the place being narrow, and the 
fhot flying in various directions, al- 
moti every flug told ; forhat fearce- 
ly one of the dragoons efcaped un- 
hurt, Soon after the affray, cap- 
tain Pallifer was removed to New 
Prifon for greater fecurity. The 
whoie of the regiment had been or- 
dered into country quarters fome 
time before the above melancholy 
affair ; and two troops had actually 
marched out of town; the otheg 
two were to have followed them as 
ea 
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on the fecond day after the riot; 
but as foon as the news of the af- 
fray reached the Calile, they were 
ordered to march at an hour’s no- 
tice ; and an exprefs was di!patched 
for lord Drogheda’s light-horte (the 
18th dragoons) to fpeed to Dublin 
to replace them: the 18th is ac- 
tually arrived. 

1:1. This night’s gazette contains 
an addrefs to the king from the 
mayor, fheriffs, and grand jury of 
the county of the town of Carrick- 
fergus, thanking his majcfty for the 
reftoration of their rights and privi- 
leges to the kingdom of Ireland, 
anu expreffive of their loyalty and 
attachment to his majeity’s per- 
fon and governmenr, and their for- 
row and indignation at the late tu- 
mults in Dublin, 

Ennis, Sept. 13. This morning 
a ducl was fought near Tubber, in 
the county of Galway, between 

- Boucher and R. Evans, efqrs. 

r. Evans took the firit fhot, and 
lodged his ball in Mr. Boucher’s 
groin, who, with the createft cool- 
nefs, (though it is feared mortally 
wounded) preferved his cround, and 
returned the fire, wounding his an- 
tagoniit in the belly, and it is 
thought equally dangerous ; the 
feconds now interfering, put an end 
to this melancholy affair. 

Extra of a letter from Dublin, 
Sept. 14. 

About two o’clock on Sunday 
Jaft, an account was received at the 
Barrack, that a foldier belonging 
to the 26th foot, was lying on the 
Circular Road, houghed in a dread- 
ful manner ; a ferjeant and a guard 
were immediately difpatched to his 
affiftance, and found him in the 
ftate deferibed, with two contulions 
on his head; on enquiry, he faid, 
that he was attacked by three vil- 
lains, who knocked him down, and 
then houghed him. During the 
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time the foldiers were preparing 
means to have their wounded com- 
panion carried to the hofpital, the 
ferjeant tracked the blood about 
twenty yards, and at fome diftance 
found a knife bloody ; this he put 
in his pocket, without further no- 
tice till he arrived at the Barrack, 
when he detired the fuldiers of the 
mefs to which the wounded man 
belonged to prepare their mefs 
knives; behold here was one mif- 
fing: he afked them if they would 
know the knife, they faid they 
muft know it well; on which he 
produced the one found, and they 
declared it belonged #> their com. 
panion. Sufpicions now arifin 
that the deed had been done by 
himfelf, he was brought to a court- 
martial, and tried, and the evidence 
appearing very flrong againtt him, 
he. confefled the fact, and was fen- 
tenced to receive 500 lafhes before 
he was difcharged. 

About three o’clock this morning 
was received the melancholy intel- 
ligence of the death of Richard 
Evans, efq. in confequence of the 
wound he received in the late duel. 
He was a gentleman of the ftrictett 
integrity and moft unblemithed cha- 
racter; as a friend, was fanguine 
and fincere; and as an acquaint- 
ance, fafe and agreeable. His 
death is moti univerfally lamented. 

—. The remains of general fir 
Eyre Coote were brought in great 
funeral pomp from Plymouth, to 
be interred at Rockburne, in Hants. 
Col. Boyd, the hon. gen. Bathurit, 
the hon. Mr. Bulkeley, fir Edward 
Hulle bart., col. Owen, col. Hulfe, 
major Coote, major Bromley, capt. 
Hutchinfon, with the principal 
gentlemen and clergy of the neigh- 
bourhood, and the tenants of the 
late fir Eyre Coote, atrended to pay 
their laft tribute of refpec. 

15. The populace took the horfes 
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from the coach of the richt hon. 
Charles James Fox, in Old-ftrect, 
and fubitituted themfelves in their 
places. 

16. It is faid that his royal high- 
nefs the prince of Wales, having 
heard that a natural fon of his lace 
majeity king George Il. was ~ 
a manner unprovide d for, made i 
inquiry into that gentleman’s hem 
tion, and having received the mott 
convince: ing teftimonies, that he was 
no impottor, has moit yracioufly 
been pleafed to fettle on him a fa- 
lary of 20ol. per annum. 

His late majetty George the Se- 
cond had feveral natural children 
in the electorate of Hanover, who 
were all properly taken care of, 
The above gentleman, by fome 
fortuitous circumftances, however, 
Was totally neglected. He, at an 
early period, was fent on board a 
man of war, and ferved fome years 
a3 a warrant officer. He atterwards 


was an enfign in the Hampthire mi- 


litia, in which fituation he con- 
tinued, till a worthy character re- 
prefented his cafe to his royal high- 
nefs the prince of Wales. 

17. This day came on the trial 
of Henr Morgan for the murder 
of Mr. Lisson” ; and the jury hav- 
ing found him guilty, the recorder 
addreffed him precitely in the fol- 
lowing words : 

** Henry Morgan, 

“ You have been juftly con- 
victed of the crime of murder, a 
erime from which nature fhrinks 
with horror, and which i in all ages 
and in all countries, in the fight of 
both God and man, hath been ever 
detefted as a moit enormous crime. 

“© We have had the pain of fee- 
ing many unfortunate wretches pay 
their forfeited lives to the offended 
laws of their country, for crimes of 
infinitely lefs magnitude, ‘Thofe 
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wretches who, like beafts of preys 
go about for the purpofe of rapine 
and deitruction, to attack the pro- 
pertics, and, upon the leait refitts 
ance, the lives of their innocent 
fellow-fubjects, mutt be cut off from 
that country to which they have 
proved fo dangerous, and the fa- 
vagenels of whofe difpofition ex- 
ceeds the very beats of prey them- 
felves. 

* You fland forth a melancholy 
example of the dreatliul confe- 
quenees of a proflig rate and aban- 
doned life, and of thofe certain fleps 
by which the commiffion of one 
crime too frequently leads to that of 
others of a much deeper dic, You 
have deprived an innocent fellows 
creature of his life, aftuated by no 
other motive than a thitit of piun- 
der and blood, and for no other 
provoc cation than the juft defence of 
his property. You have deprived 
the wife of her hufband, the childé 
ren of a father, and both of their 

rotector. You have reduced an 
innocent family to mifery and di- 
ftrefs, and deprived them of that 
fupport, or forced them to feek it 
from the public, which they de- 
rived from the honeft induftry of 
the deceai.d. For crimes fo enor 
mous as thefe you can expect no 
mercy from thofe entrulted with 
the execution of the law. 

* Happy will it be for you, if 
that remorie and contrition of mind, 
which feemed to have led you to 
make a confeffion of your guilt, 
fhould operate fo upon your wicked 
heart as to produce that fincere and 
deep repentance which alone will 
obtain mercy in the fight of that 
God before whom you are foony 
very foon, to render an account. 

« After, therefore, exhorti 
you to make the beft ufe of that 
little fpace of life which now te- 

(E) maias 
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ains to you, it isn \y duty to pro- 
nounce awtul fentence ot the 
which is, That you, Heary 
Morgan, be on Monday next hang- 
ed by the neck until you are dead, 
and ‘your body be afterwards dif- 
fected and anatomized; and may 
Lord have merey upon your 
foul ta 

Henry Morgan, convict 
latt Friday tor the wilful murder 
o! Mr. Linton, on the sth of July, 
mear St. Martin’s lane, vy fiabb 
him in the beily with a large « 
knite, was cxecuted on a {catioid 
erected before Newgate. 
pai fix the convict came upon the 
teaffold with a book in his mand, 
and prave d in an audible voice, and 
With every appea ance ot fervent 
devotion. In about a qua irter of an 
hour the or dinary quitted the fcat- 
told, when the ma’eiactor, in an 
i! npat fioncd tone of 
mued to repeat—* Ch, 
torgive all my fins; Lord, have 
mercy upon me; Chri 
ecive my foul:” and while utter- 
ing thefe ejaculations, the platform 
dropped, and after a few.convul- 
five tirucy: 
leis. A woman and 
came upon the feaffold, and had 
the hand of the maletactor itroked 
feveral times upon their necks, un- 
der a notion of its removing wens. 
Afier hanging the ufval time, the 
body was put into a fhell, and car- 
ried to Surgeon’ Hall, in order tor 
diflection. 

The following pag wen j par- 
ticalars relating to Morgan, the 
murderer, may be de; vended upon. 
Hie made a full fon“ ‘ion of his 
guilt, immediately after his trial ; 
and, on oe publicly declared 
he was the perfon who gave Mr, 
juinton the feral wound, and even 
Went rwards wih fume of the 
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ment, he d micd to Mr. 
knowledge of the murder or rob- 
befy ; and, weeping bitterly, faid 
he had been prevaiicd upon to make 
micilion. On his per- 
this fingular aflertion, 
‘ cat pro} ricty ° 
tO aaminilter the lacrament 
He then alec na d the {ec il- 
declared repeatedly 
innoccnee to the theritls, &c. 
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his 
On 
what he 
uld become of his im- 
the world 
mouth ; Morgan 
hotteit pit in hell 
would be too good for fuch a 
wretch.”? He in his latt moments 
continued to deny the fact, and read 
the Lamentauion of a Sinner trem 
the Liturgy the inttant before he 
fuffered. 

‘The unfortunate Morgan, dur- 
ing his coniinement in Ncweate, 
fent feveral meffages to an uncle, a 
tradefman of reputation at the weit 
end of the town, rejuciiing to fee 
him; but the latter could not be 
prevailéd on to vilit the prifoner. 
The caufe ot are af- 
fured vpon good authority, owing 
to Moryan’s having repeatedly 
tiripped his litter, a tober, .modett 
girl, of her cloaths, &c. Being 
trequently ill treated by him, fhe 
fought an afyium with her uncle, 
who sock, her into his ris * and 
employ ed her in the fhop. In this 
jituation Morgan fometimes vilited 
ber by ealth; and one Sunday, 

when 
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when the family were abroad, he 
made a propotal to her to rob her 
benefactor: itruck with horror at 
fuch a propotition, fhe refufed, and 
threatened him in the fevereit man- 
ner; on which he drew a knife, 
and attempted to cut her throat; 
bat her cries alarmed a man who 
happened to be below ftairs, and 
the villain precipitately lett the 
houfe. The young woman was ex- 
ceedingly a‘flicted at his miferatle 
fate, and often afforded him affitt- 
ance during his confinement. She 
was fent out of town by her relation 
on Saturday iatt in an agony ot de- 
{pair. 

236 Dixon, the accomplice of 
Morgan, in the robbery and mur- 
der of the unfortunate Mr. Linton, 
a month or two fince, in St. Mar. 
tin’s lane, was apprehended at the 
houfe of his father, in Lite-Ereet, 
Leicefter-fields, and brought before 
yultice Addington, at the office in 
Bow-ftreet, where, on his exami- 
nation, a charge was made avaintt 
him of a burglary, committed in 
the houfe of Mr. Andrews, watch- 
maker, at Dover, on or about the 
Sth infant. The tather was con- 
cerned with Dixon in receiving the 
property taken at Dover, and it was 
on that account that fir Sampfon 
Wright’s officers vifited his houfe i: 
Lifle-ftreet : while they were fearch- 
ing for the ftolen goods in a dark 

clofet, which the mother —_ 

voured to keep aie from looking 

into, they felt the face of a man, 
and upon their forcing him from 
his hiding place, it appeared to be 
Dixon, after whom they had long 
been in purfuit. The father is in 
Dover gaol, having been appre- 
hended at the Ship inn, in that 
town, on {fufpicion of being con- 
cerned in the burglary; a part of 
the goods, flolen from Mr. An- 
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drews, were found upon him; ane 
Jatt nicht the filter ot Dixon, a de- 
cent well-lookinr girl, was com- 
mitted to New Prifon for farther 
examination. The mother made 
her efcape; but Dixon will himfelf 
be re-examined on Friday. He 
yelterday evening afferted, that 
Morgan and he were both innocent 
of the murder of Mr. Linton. 

—. This evening the tragedy of 
Zara, and the tarce of Catherine 
and Petruchio, were acted at Co- 
veat-garden-theatre for the benefit 
of Mrs. Linton and her family. The 
night was very profitable to the 
objets to whom this confdlation 
Was meant to be imparted. The 
number of tickets dittributed pre- 
vious to the night exceeded all 
precedent. Above fix thoufand 
were Out in the hands of dderent 
partizans. The receipts of the 
houfe were 3201. and the prefents 
made an addition of almoft twice as 
niuch more. The players, ac- 
cording to their ufual iunificence, 
and, to do them juitice, on fuch 
occations no order of men are more 
munificent, all were volunteers, 
and gave up their night’s pay. 

—. The houfe of kdmand Burke, 
efq. of Beaconsfield, was broke 
open and robbed of a variety of 
plate and other articles to a con- 
tiderable value. ‘Che robbers came 
down trom London in a phacton 
which they had hired in Oxforde 
road. They broke open a field- 
gate at the fide of the road, oppo- 
lite the avenue which leads up 
through the lawn to the back of 
the houfe, and there the horfes and 
phacton were left in acorner of the 
ficld, as appeared by the miarks of 
the wheels, the horfes, and the 
men. At about one, it is fuppofed, 
they came up to the houfe, and 
having paffed the left wing on the 

(& z) fear 
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reas, they took their fiand under a 
pear-tree, in the corner, where, by 
the grafs being much trodden, it 
may be conjectured they flood about 
an hour. Mr. Burke was in town, 
but Mrs. Burke and the rett of the 
family were at home. Mrs. Burke’s 
maid was looking out of the win- 
déw, it being a remarkable clear 
night, until half paft one o’clock, 
but heard no noife, nor faw any 
appearance of robbers. Soon after 
fhe retired. From the circumtiances 
of the cafe, it mufl be, thofe fellows 
came round to the front of the 
houfe, and cutting a hole in the 
glafs, and then through the win- 
dow in the area, they pufhed back 
the bolt, and got in. They pro- 
ceeded only to the place where the 
plate in daily ufe was kept; the 
reit was in an iron cheft, in the 
butler’s pantry, and where young 
Mr. Burke’s man flept. Having 
got about. rsol. worth, as may be 
calculated from the number of 
ounces, they packed it up, and re- 
treated with their booty. They 
left behind them a match and tinder 
box, a fack, a wax taper, a fafhion- 
able cane, and an iron initrument 
for forcing window-fhutters. ‘They 
alfo left a tea canifter, which they 
carried out of the houfe; but they 
broke it open, and took out of it 
all the tea. The time in which 
this bufinefs was accomplifhed, was 
about three quarters of an hour ; 
for a little before three, fome of 
the labourers were up about the 
houfe, but the burglary was not 
difcovered until near fix o’clock. 
A purfuit was inftantly fet on foot, 
but no certain traces could be dif- 
covered which road they took ; and 
as there was no account at the turn- 
pikes, it is probable they procecd- 
ed through the bye-roads, which 
lead from Beaconsteld to Watford, 
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and fo acrofs the common to Har- 
row, from Harrow to the New 
Road, where the turnpikes are open 
all night, and along the New Road 
acrow lilington, into Moorfields, 
and from thence into Duke® Place, 
where in all probability the whole 
has been melted down by the gang, 
The plan for this robbery muit have 
been a very regular concerted 
fcheme, and the robbers muit have 
had an accomplice pertettly ac- 
quainted with the houfe; fome- 
body perhaps who lived in the fa- 
mily, and had been difcharged ; 
at leaft it is fo fufpected. 

2g. According to ancient cuf- 
tom, a common hall was held at 
Guildhall for the election of a lord- 
mayor, for the enfuing year. At 
one o’clock the lord mayor, the 
pidermen Alfop, Crofby, Saw- 
bridge, Hallifax, Plomer, Wilkes, 
Boydell, Newnham, Clark, Wright, 
Giil, Pickett, Sanderfon, Kitehen, 
Watton, Bates, Hopkins, Lewis, 
and Burnell, attended divine fer- 
vice at St. Lawrence’s church. 

Upon their return to the huft- 
ings, the common hall was opened 
with the uiual folemnities, and was 
filled with at leait fifteen hun- 
dred liverymen, All the alder- 
men below the chair, who had 
ferved the office of fheriff (except 
Hart and Pugh, who yeiterday 
refigned their gowns) were put in 
nomination; but aldermen Clark 
and Wright being the gentlemen 
in rotation for the ofhce, were 
unanimouily returned to the court 
of aldermen. 

30. Died, at his houfe in Ber- 
mondfey, in Surry, Richard Ruf- 
fell, efq. in the commiffion of the 
peace for that county. He died a 
bachelor, and has lett, among other 
legacies, 30001. to the Magdalen 
hofpiial ; 300ol, to the Small- s 

of- 
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hofpital ; 30001. to the Lying-inn 
hofpital near Weftminiter-bridge ; 
socl. to the Surry Difpenfary ; 
20001 for a monument to be erect- 
ed inSt. John’s church, Southwark ; 
sol. each to fix young women to 
attend as pall-bearers on the night 
of his interment; 2ol. each to four 
other young women, who are to 
precede his corp‘c, and ftrew flow- 
ers, whilft the Dead March in Saul 
is to be played by the organift of 
St. John’s; 100l. to the reverend 
Mr. Grofe to write his epitaph. 
This fum had been firit left to Dr. 
Samuel Johnfon, but altered by a 
codicil in favour of the reverend 
Mr. Grofe. All the reit of his pro- 
perty, after fale of his eftates, to 
the Afylum for young girls in 
Lambeth parifh; which, it is fup- 
pofed, will amount to 15 or 16,0001. 
after all the legacies and funeral 
charges are defrayed. Light of the 
acting magiitrates in Surry are re- 
quefted in his will to atrend his fu- 
neral; and his executors are fir 
Jofeph Mawbey, bart. Samuel Gil- 
lam, Thomas Bell, and William 
Leavis, efqrs. 

We alfo learn, that he has left 
rool. to be given away, on the 
morning of his interment, in bread 
and meat to the poor ot St. John’s 
parifh in Southwark. He has alfo 
left 1001. to the charity fehool of 
St. John’s, and the like fum to the 
charity fchool of Bermondfey. 

The fix young women who are 
to attend his funeral as pall-bearers, 
and the four others to itrew flowers 
before his corpfe, are to be fpin- 
fters, and of good character and 
reputation. 

He has left four guineas to be 
paid yearly to the fexton of St. 
John’s parifh, to keep his monu- 
ment clean; and has directed his 
picture fhali be placed in the com. 
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mittee-room of the Afylum, and 
his will to be read there once in 
every year, for which the fecretary 
is to have an annual gratuity, 

Five hundred pounds are to be 
fpent on his funeral, exclufive of 
the fums left tothe young maidens, 
which he exprefly declares fhall not 
be cunfidiied as part of the charges 
of his funeral. 

He has directed his body to be 
moved to a more convenient place 
than his own houfe, previous to 
the funeral proceffion; in confe- 
quence of which the body will lie 
in ftate in the Great Koom at 
Union-hall, in Union-{treet, South- 
wark; from whence it is to be car- 
ried for interment in St. John’s 
church, on Tuefday fe’nnight in 
the evening. 

He has left 1o0l. each to three 
or four friends, but has not men- 
tioned the name of any one of his 
relations, one of whom, Milfs Ruf- 
fell, an amiable young girl, in 
poor circumftances in Southwark, 
we are glad to hear, has been ap- 
pointed a pall-bearer by his exe- 
cutors. His other relations are 
faid to live in Staffordthire, and at 
Birmingham. 

Mr. Ruffell was formerly a wool- 
ftapler, but had relinquifhed bufi- 
nefs ; he was 61 years of age at the 
time of his death. 

OCTOBER. 


City of Gloucefter, ) At a com- 
To wit. iol coun- 
cil houfe, held at the Tolfey, in 
the faid city, on Friday the firft of 
October, in the 24th year of the 
reign of our fovereign ford George 
the Third, by the grace of God of 
Great Britain, France, and Ire- 
land, king, defender of the faith, 
and fo forth, and in the year of our 
Lord, 1784, 
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Refolved unanimoufly, 

That the honourable Thomas 
Erikine, barritter at law, be pre- 
dented with the freedom of this 
city, asa tellimony of the appro- 
bation of this corporation ot his 
zeal, abilitics, and {pirit, with 
which he deiended the rights or 
porics in the late trial cf the dean 
of St. Afaph, at Shrewtbury, tor 
a libel ; and that the 
municated to him by the right 
hon. the mavor of this ove and 
alfo pul lifhed in fuch public pa- 
pers as the NiwyOr tiali think pro- 
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A wardmote was held az Inn- 
Iders’ hall, ia } be- 
fore the righe honourable the lord 
r th winger of an al- 
1 for the war t Dowsat S 
in the room of Jo he sil efq. who 
retigned his gown lait Wednelday, 
when Paul Le Me urier, eiq. a 
merchant in Walbrook, and mem- 
ber for Southwark, was unani- 
moufly cholcn, 
right honourable the 
lord mayor held a wardmote at Ba- 
kers’ hall, in Harp-lane, ‘Tower- 
iireet, for the election of an alder- 
man of ‘Tower ward, in the reom 
of Evan Pugh, efq. refigned, when 
Richard Athinfon, efq. merchant, 
of Fenchurch-ttreet, was chofen 
Wi _ It Oppo fition, 

‘The unhappy anecdote of the 
bankiggh ou‘e and their clerk, 
which is now fo much the topic, 1s 
in its principal cir umfttances as fol- 
lows. Some months fince a main 
port.on of the was found 
to be ditordercd; the bill-book was 
blotted, detaced, and mutilated : 
and at the fame tine a ceficience 
was dfcovered in the general ba- 
Jance to the amount of a thou!fand 
mur The Sctesw ss ggemns ot thi 35 
as mi ht be e Was much 
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uneafinefs, and much ferious en- 
quiry and animadverti ion; the books 
were again again examined; 

the clerks torether and feparately 
put to the teil ; ; but without any 
eiieét: not a fingle obfervation 
tranfpired that could bring the com- 
mifhon home to any one. Of 
courf, fuipicion fell on many, and 
all were very narrowly watched. Not 
long after, there was another lofs 
from the caih account cf twenty 
pou inds, and the day after, the biil 
book was again de!aced 
The exapinaion of the clerks 
proved again as tiuitlefs as betore. 
The twenty pounds bank bill was 
however tlaced, from hand to hand, 
till it was tound to have come from 
a broker in Moortielus, who fuid he 
received it im payment for an old 
bureau, giving fixteen pounds in 
change; and, what was extraor- 
dinary, the gentlemau had not fince 
been heard of, nor his bureau, that 
he had paid for, been fent for. 
The defcription the broker gave ot 
the gentleman who had been his 
cuflomer, Was precife, and agreed 
precifely with one of the banker's 
clerks. This clue being given, 
other circumfiantial proof. was led 
to; and aiter fome deliberation, 
Mr. Payne, the bank-director, in 
the abience of the principal parte 
ners, Was appled to, and a conful- 
tation held with fir Sampion W right; 
the refule of which was, that the 
party fufpected fhould be taken in 
cullody: this was dore directly, 
and with that addreis and contriv- 
ance which the event flewed to be 
neceflary. For, on feizing the de- 
linquent, there were fe und lipen 

him two brace of piiiols loaded ; 
there was alfo fecreted under his 
cout fleeve a fmali bortle of poifen. 
The conclufion of this event | not 
the leait extraordinary part 


and 


and torn. 


ral ; 





1734.) 


as it appeared that the money was 
allinvetted in other names in the 
funds ; from which it happens that 
the lots of the Mcii, D. wiki be next 
to nothing, 

—. A iew days ago two very fine 
young Arabs, a horfe and a mare, 
were prefented to his majetty from 
Mr. Haitings. They were brought 
from Bengal in the Atias and Bel- 
borough Eatt-!ndiamen, 

>. Lhis evening, about fixo’clock, 
as fume boys were diverting them- 
{clves with throwing fquibs round 
a finall bontire in Duke’s Place, it 
being a kind of holid:y among the 
Jews, a perfon who keeps a coftec- 
houle near the place being much ex- 
atperated at their behaviour, tooka 
loaded blunderbuals and fired among 
them from a one puir ef flairs win- 
dow, whereby one boy was iuitant- 
ly thor dead, two others mortally 
wounded, befides three more ; after 
which he came down with a drawn 
c.tiits, but being overpowered, 
was fecured and lodyved in the Poul- 
try comprer.— He was brought be. 
fore the fitting magiltrates yeiterday, 
and recommiitcd for examination 
on Wednelday next. 

19. This morning another of the 
boys which was fhot on Thurfiay 
nivht in Duke’s Place, died in Bar- 
tholomew’s hofpital, 

iz. Mr. Barrett, organiil, at 
Northampton, having propoied it 
to a worthy baronet and c'ergyman, 
to have a publick breakfaft and con- 
cert at the George-inn in North- 
zmpton, for the benefit of Mrs. 
Linton, the hint was cerricd into 
practicey and the concert was fup- 
ported by tlre nobility and geniry 
of the town and county of North- 
ampton, under the direction of Mr, 
Barrett. ‘The produce of the be- 
ngit was twenty-three pounds, 
twelve fhillings and fix-pence ; 
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which Mrs. Linton received a draft 
for, by the hend ot Mr. Blake, 
who generouflly pertormed a tort- 
nicht at Mr, Colman s thearre, in 
the place of her deceafed huiband, 
and allowed her the falary. ‘he 
vacancy in the band was thea filled 
up, or Mr. Blave would have per- 
tormed gra:is tor Mrs. Linton dur- 
ing the remainder ot the feafon. 

To itate fuch initances of good 
nefé and generofity to her and her 
intant family, Mrs. Linton holds 
it to be not lefs her duty, than to 
fpeak her fincere gratntude two her 
kind benefactors ; flac beys all the 
parties, theretore, to accept her 
moit warm acknowledgments, and 
to rett aflured, that a due fenfe of 
the great oblig.tions beitowed upon 
her by thofe benevolent fouls, who 
have exerted themielves for the hu- 
mane purpofe of lightening the 
heavy load of misfortune, toat fo 
fuddenly overwhelmed her, and her 
littie ones, fhall ceafe only with 
her exiitence, 

Mary Linton. 

No. 26, Porter-ftrect, 

Oct. 11, 1784. 


3. Davil Batty was committed 
to Newgate by George Reid, efy. 
charged on the oah of the right 
hon. Charles James Fox, on fufpi- 
cion of privately and felonioutly 
itealing trom his perfon a gold re- 
peating watch, and two gold feals, 
a pair of ipectacics, and a tooth. 
pick cafe, his property. 

igs | he Union Hall having been 
refuted by the truftces of that build- 
ing, the corpfe of the late Richard 
Ruilel, efq. lay in fhate at his late 
houle in Bermondfey-ttreet, from 
whence it was removed in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

Staff men to clear the way. 

Conttables with hatbands. 

(i 4) A moura- 
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A mourning coach and four with 
the four young ladies to ilrew the 
flowers, all dreft in white filk, 
with nofegays and flower Lafkets 
on their arms. 

The plume of feathers fupported. 

A hearte and fix with the body pro- 
perly clothed and dreit with fea- 
thers, velvets, efcutchcons, flags, 
&c, 

A coach and four with two .of the 
all-bearers, (females) dreffed in 
lack farfenet with white cloves, 

{carves, hoods, and tans, and nofe- 
ays in the right hand. 
A ditto with two ditto. 
A ditto with two ditto, 

A mourning coach and four with 
three clergymen, viz. rev. Mr, 
Pinnock, rector of St. John’s, 
rev. Mr, Abdy, curate of St. 
John’s, and the rev. Mr. Grofe, 

Six other mourning coaches and 
four with two friends of the de- 
ceafed in each. 

The preceffion fer off at twelve 


o’clock, and moved flowly, partly 
from the etiquette, and partly from 
the number of people afiembled up 


Bermond{ey-ftrect, Tcoley-ftreet, 
and Fair-itreet, Horfleydown, to 
the front gate of the church, where 
it arrived a quarter before one. 
When they arrived, the con- 
courfe of people within and with- 
out the church-yard was fo great, 
that the young ladies, ftrewers, 
were obliged to be curried through 
the croud into the church, and 
when the corpfe was taken out 
of the hearfe (with great diflicul- 
ty) the imen, ten in number, 
were near falling down under its 
weight, before a paflage could be 
cleared to get it tothe church. No 
bee could be put on, and the pall- 
earers (ladies) were with great 
hazard, and in a very trembling 
condition, got faf, to the fame 
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place. The clergy and mourners, 
the latter particularly, met with as 
indifferent a reception. The fea- 
thers could not be borne betore the 
body ; nor was the path ftrewed, 
but with hifies, groans, throwing 
of dirt, and other miilile weapons ; 
at length it was placed on the tref- 
fels of the middle aiile, and the 
flower firewers, pall- bearers, mourns 
ers, &c, at length arranged, the 
organ ftruck up a funeral dirge, but 
fo great was the noife, that nothing 
diitinét could be heard. The cue 
rate then read the burial fervice, 
not a fyllable of which could be 
heard, owing to a confufion of 
mock fighs, greans, &c. all in 
contempt tothe deceaied. The firtt 
fervice being finifhed, the body was 
then borne to the vault below the 
church, and there depofited in a 
ftone cafe which had been provided 
for its reception on the pavement, 
about the centre of the gloomy 
manfion, 

The after fervice here was not a 
litrle interrupted alfo from the noife 
without. 

So thronged a church was, per- 
haps, hardly ever feen before in 
this metropolis; and fo great a dif- 
turbance at a ceremony ufually fo- 
lemn has occurred but teldom. The 
young ladies at the funeral appear- 
ed nearly as dead as the corpfe they 
were attending, though their drefs, 
in which there was a perteét uni- 
formity, added a great luitre to 
thei: pallid charms. The clergy 
were never, perhaps, fweated be- 
foie on fuch an occafion; and the 
church was fointeniely hot, though 
the windows were all open, that 
ladies and gentlemen fainted away, 
aivong which laft were two of the 
mourners, who were brought out 
ot church, and conveyed into the 
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When the funeral waz ended, the 
attendants with difficulty were put 
into their coaches, and arrived back 
at the late deceaied’s houfe about 
three o’clock. 

The outer coffin was of walnut- 
tree, rubbed very bright, with fil- 
ver plate-handles, and other orna- 
meat: ; the body was dreit in linen, 
and the lid fo contrived as to fhut 
clofe without fcrews. 

The pulpit and de‘k of the church 
were hung with black and efeutch- 
eons, as was alio the front of the 
organ loft. 

The funeral fermon to be preach- 
ed by the rev. Mr. Pinnock, rector 
of St. John’s, and librarian at the 
Britifh Mufeum, on Sunday morn- 
ing next. 

Previous to the proceffion fetting 
out, the effigy of the deceafed, with 
a label on its breaft, was hung on 
a gallows before his own door, and 
fuch diftinguifhed marks of indig- 
nity fhewn as happen but feldom. 

Mr. Ruffel’s own father was bu- 
ried at St. Mary Magdalen’s, Ber- 
mondiey, a few years ago, when 
fome fuch fevere marks of fimilar 
indignation were ufed, which occa- 
fioned his orders to change the 
place of his otherwife intended bu- 
rial, 

The ladies, fupporters of Mr. 
Ruffel’s pall, were : 

Propofed by fir Jofeph Mawbey, 

° bart. 

Mifs Jones, Mifs Dundas, 
By Samuel Gillam, efq. 
Mifs Sally Ruffell, Mis Leavis. 
By ‘Thomas Bell, efq. 
Miis Valley. 

By William Leavis, efq. 
Mifs Leavis, fen. 

Whatever other objection there 
may be to parts of Mr. Ruffell’s 
will, that which relates to the be- 
queits to ten young ladies, mects 
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with general approbation ; each 
pail-bearer will receive in money 
and cloaths, in value about feventy 
pounds ; and each ftrewer of flow- 
ers upwards of thirty ; which fums 
may be extremely convenient to the 
young maidens, and contribute pre 
bably to the future happinefs of 
lite. All the young ladies are faid 
to be pretty ; but two of the num- 
ber, Mifs Ruffel, of Mill-ftreet, (a 
coufin of the tefator) and Mifs 
Jones, of Tooley-ttreet, are eftcem- 
ed to be extremely beautiful. 

The executors, Sir Jofeph Maw- 
bey, bart. Samuel Gillam, Tho- 
mas Bell, and William Leavis, efq, 
attended the funeral, at the exe 
prefs defire of Mr. Ruffel himfelf. 
The eight juftices who accompanied 
them are faid to have been Samuel 
Swabey, Ifaac Stapleton (who has a 
eons of rocl.) John Levy, Wil- 
liam Winter, Thomas James, James 
Bulcock, Jonathan Stonard, and 
William Hill, efqrs. a¢ting ma- 
giftrates in Eaft Brixton divi- 
fion. 

Some doubts have arifen refpeét- 
ing parts of his real eflate. Ic is 
faid, part by his father’s will, goes 
among the children of his uncle 
Thomas Ruffell, one of whom, a 
fon, is now living, and has a fa- 
mily in Staffordthire. Mifs Ruffelt 
is the daughter of auother, and 
there is alfo another daughter of a 
third, who lives at Birmingham. 
It is alfo faid they will difpute the 
will on the ground of the itatute of 
mortmain, contending, that the 
ordering of his eftate to be fold, 
and the money to be given to the 
Aiylum, was a meafure originatin 
in a with to evade that ftatute, an 
therefore fubject to reverfal by @ 
court of equity. The will was 
made in April laft. 

—. Th¢ atiempted fale of lord 
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Foley’ s advowfons, nine of which 
were a week or two tince - putup by 
auction, is likely to become not a 
little beneficial ro Weitminiter-hail. 
"The cafe is to this ettect: the liv- 
ings in queilion were advertifed in 
the ufual way, put up, and fold, 
ar the rate of two or three years 
purchafe. Lord Foley being the 
teller, immediately there were ob- 
jettions made to the tule, both by 
the truflees under the iate lord’s 
will, and by the creditors of the 

relent lord: the fird of whom al- 
Sedged, that his lordfhip was barred 
by the will trom making any alien- 
ation of the property in tee; the 
latter contend, that if his lord(hip 
*be not thus barred, any benefici.l 
intéref of which he may be feized, 
inevitably devolves during his lite 
to them: and in this aukw: ard pre- 
dicament the affairs ior the pretent 
ftand. 
Extra@ of a letter from Ca/hel, 
’ OF. ‘Qe 

On Saturday lft an order of go- 
vernment was received for the army 
to ailift in putting Mr. Collins, of 
Clonmel, in poffeifion of a farm of 
Mr. Englith, (Ballynulla) ; in con- 
feque ‘nce of which the two compa- 
nies in our barracks marched to dif- 


offfs tome defperadoes, who, 
ec notwithii rv ‘ing the fmall- 
nefs of their number (only nine, 


we are told) repulfed the entire two 

companies, with above one hundrs ed 
gentlemen ; killed three of the tol- 
diers, wounded the furgeon and fe- 
venteen privates, one of whom has 
loft a leg, another bis arm; and 
fultained no lo 3 vhemfelves, being 


' 


flronely fortified in an unprecedent- 
ed manner, avi g coves formed 
under ground, arched over, and 


covered with ten fect of earth, but 
thinner in fome parts, for the cons 


venience of firing through; the 
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patage to the garrifon is above a 
hundred yards in length, and con. 
trived fo as to admit only one pere 

fon at a time, who muit advance 
on all-tours; feveral trenches are 
aifo thrown up at cert.in diftances, 
whie . communicate with the paf- 
face; in fhort, nothing | 


but fiarv- 
In’ the m can be of anv 


aveil, as 
all the artillery in the k: nedon neould 
have noeffcct: they are amply fup- 
plied with powder and ball, and 
have fome live cattle in the garri- 


fon. Collins talks of procceding 
againit them by mine. ‘They took, 
atter the repulfe, a drum = and 


age itands of arms belonging to 
affailants. 
Extract of a letter trom Dublia, 
Sept. 29.6 
sees | came on in the court of 
king s-bench the trial of Mr. Ben- 


jamin Matthews, for killing Rourke 


and Drury, two dravoons of the 
gth regiment, who artempted with 
feveral others, to refcue captaia 
Palliuer, who was in cullody for 
debt, when, after a trial of fome 
hours, the jury brought in a ver- 
dict of juttifiable homicide, or man- 
laughter. 

21. At the feilions at the Old 
Baily, which began | yelterd iv, Wil- 
liam Murrow was indicted for fleal- 
ing a bag, containing r000 1. and 
fundry other fums of money, the 
proj erty of Meffis. Drummond and 

», bankers. He was convicted on 
his own confetlion and other corro- 
borating circumftances, for it did 
come out by what means he got at 
the bag, which it appeared was 
kept in an iron cheit in the ftrong 
room, at the keys of which every: 
clerk in the office had free aceefs in 
the way of bulinefs, His falary with 
the perquitires did-not exceed gol.a 
year, and of this he had only been 
in potfcilion liace 1782 ; previoys 
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to that period he had only Col. a 
year; yet Mr. Pygot, the ftock- 
broker, had purchated for him sol. 
fiock in Auguit 1583, inthe 3 per 
cents confols ; on the 3d of Otto- 
ber 1783 purchated sol. onthe 27th 
of April 1-84 purchafed 2gol.; on 
the 23d of July purchafed gol. Mr. 
Wright had purchated for him 525}. 
4 per cents, on the 3d of June 17843 
264). Ics. 4 per cents. on the 3d of 
July 17845 2621. 10s. om the 3th 
of September 1784. When the pri- 
foner brought the firtt gcol. he taid 
he had received 2001. from atriend 
in the country, the other 2oo0l. he 
had faved from his falary. When 
he brought the nexr 200!. he faid 
he had part trom a jady at Laneatter, 
the other part he had raifed by tell- 
in part our of the 3 percents. The 
third fum, he faid, from the fale of 
all his 3 per ceot. tlock.—His coun- 
fel did not deny the fact; but en- 
deavoured to prove him at times 
infane; but lord Loughborough, 
betore whom he was tried, oblerv- 
ed, that if a min was deprived of 
his reafon, he was certainly an ob- 
ject of compaffion, not of punith- 
ment; but here wasa regular plan, 
a habit with roo much method to be 
compatible with the plea fet up. 
Singularity of conduct gives no pro- 
tection, The jury found him 
guilty, but recommended him to 
mer y- 

22. At the feifions at the Old 
Baily, Jofeph Ridout was tried tor 
the murder of Mofes Lazarus, a 
boy of 13 years of age, whom he 
killed on the 7th inttant in Duke’s 
place, by firing a carbine among 
the people who furrounded his 
number of witneffes, 
woe Jews, fome Chriilions, were 
brought to prove, what was not de- 
nied by the prifoner, that he was 


the pertoa who fired the carbine by 


hou ec. ra 


OCCURRENCES. 


(75) 
which the boy was killed. Of all 


the witnefles for the crown, two 
only proved any thing that could 
affect the prifoner’s life. One of 
them fwore that, {peaking of the 
approaching fettival, when the Jews 
were to celebrate the anniverfary 
of the promulgation of their law, 
he had threatened that, if they pro- 
ceeded as they ufually had done, 
on the like occation, to aflemble 
riotoufly to throw ferpents and 
crackers, to the great annoyance of 
their neighbours, inttead of apply- 
ing toytie civil magiftrate, he 
Senate in his houfe, and would 
give the Jews the contents of them, 
‘The other witneffes fwore to the 
fame effect; but both being of fuf- 
picious characters, little credit was 
given to their evidence, 

The prifoner, in his defence, 
proved, that having obferved the 
Jews to afflemble as ufual on the 
wh initant, and thar men, not boys, 
began to throw ferpents, fquibs, 
and crackers, he applied to the ci- 
vil magiitrate ; that he had affified 
the conttable of the parifh in the 
execution ot his duty ; that he had 
been thrown in the kennel; that 
feveral men got about him, while 
others were dragging him along the 
kennel by the legs; that it was 
with difficulty -he efcaped from 
them with life; and that they 
followed him with groans and 
hiffes to his houfe, which they fors 
cibly Kee to enter, threats 
ening at the fam® time to put him 
to death ; that he was grievoully 
hurt and wounded; and that he 
called to them in vain to difperfe, 
Thete tacts being all fully proved, 
lord Loughborough, who tried the 
prifoner obierved, that if a perfon 
affauited finds himfelf in a fituation 
in which a man of firmgefs would 
have ceafonable caufeto apprehend 
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the deftruction of his property, or 
the lofs of his life, and under that 
apprchenfion flays the aggreflor, 
the law will not fay that in killing 
him he had committed cither mur- 
der or manfaughter, but that he 
killed him in his own defence. 

Having thvs explained the law, 
his lord{hip left the cafe to the de- 
cifion of the jury, who, without a 
minute’s hefitation, acquitted the 
prifoner, and he was inflantly fet 
at liberty. 

—. Alexander Dixon was tried on 
Friday at the Old Bailey, for the 
murder of Mr. Linton. he coun- 
fel for the profecution did not at- 
tempt to prove that the prifoner 
was the perfon who attually flabbed 
the deceafed ; but trey charged 
him with having aided and abetted 
Morgan, who was laic.y executed, 
in giving Mr. Linton the wound of 
which he dicd. The evidence of 
guilt in the prifoner, with refpect 
to the murder, was only prefump- 
tive. When the officers of juttice 
took him, there were marks of 
blood upon his cloaths, which they 
had reafon to prefume he had been 
endeavouring to walh out, for the 
cloaths were wet in many places, 
which appeared to have been ftain- 
ed with blood ; and there was wa- 
ter in a bai‘on under the prifoner’s 
bed, that feemed to be tinged with 
blood, While the prifoner was in 
Bridewell, Morgan, who was fince 
hanged on his own confeflion, went 
to fee Dixon, in company with the 
mother of the latter; and in the 
room where the prifoner was con- 
fined, his mother was heard to fay 
to him, * Be of good cheer, for 
Morgan has cleared you, and has 
declared his readinefs to relate all 
the particulars of the murder, and 
the names of his accomplices ; and, 
as he fays, you were not of the 
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number, you have nothing to fear;” 
upon which he abufed his mother, 
and told her, the beft way to ferve 
him was to hold her tongue; he 
then turned to Morgan, and cau. 
tioned him to difclofe nothing about 
the murder. 

The prifoner’s defence was an 
alibi, which he fubitantiated as tar 
as a politive oath could do it ; but 
the witneis who fwore, was an old 
friend of the prifoner, of Morgan, 
and a number of fuch other per- 
fons : fo that had he had nothing 
to depend upon, but his own de- 
fence, he muit inevitably have been 
convicted. But the recorder obferv- 
ing, that the indictment was not 
fupported by very itrong evidence, 
the circumiiance that happened in 
Bridewell having been proved by a 
perfon of juit as refpectable a cha- 
racter and proteflion, as was the 
man who proved the a/ib', and the 
profecution retling on very light 
and obfcure grounds: the jury 
pronounced the prifoner, Not 
Guilty. 

The recorder faid he approved of 
the verdict ; but he found it necef- 
fary to warn the prifoner to quit 
his evil ways ; for if he fhould ever 
be convicted of a capital offence, 
there were circumitances in the de- 
fence which he had that day ven- 
tured to fet up, which would be 
remembered, and ought to point 
him out as an object totally unde- 
ferving of mercy ; intimating, that 
there had been in the prefent cafe 
fubornation of perjury. The pri- 
foner was next indicted for robbing 
Mr. Linton; but as the proofs of 
the robbe-y were not itronger than 
thofe of the murder, the court did 
not go into a fecond trial; but di- 
rected the jury to acquit him. He 
was not, however, fet at liberty, as 
a detainer was lodged againit pos 
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for a burglary committed at Dover, 
whither he is to be ient for trial. 

23. Lord Loughborough, lord 
chief juftice of the common pleas, 
in conjunction with the secesdie of 
London, who do the Old-Bailey bu- 
finefs this tefhons, were on Saturday 
moved by Mr. counfellor Chetwood, 
in behalf of captain Kenneth Mac- 
kenzie, who ttands charged with 
the wilful murder of a private man 
at Cape Coatt, on the coaft of Atri- 
¢a, in order to his being tried, bail- 
ed, or difcharged, The applica- 
tion to the court was on the ground 
of the hardfhips the captain {uftain- 
ed by the profecution, not having 
brought over his witnefles when 
they brought over the witneffes for 
the crown. The nature of the per- 
fons the captain had to deal with, 
whom he took ‘to Cape Coatl, viz. 
capital felon convicts who had re- 
ecived bis majeity’s mercy on con- 
dition of tranfportation for life, 
among whom was that well-known 
defperado, Patrick Madan, and the 
deceafed, who had three times re- 
ceived his majeliy’s mercy. That 
they had bored a hole in the hull! of 
the fhip in order to fink her, with 
other acts of defperation, and that 
the act of the prifoner was an act 
of neceflity. ‘That the veffel fent 
out for the captain’s witneffes was 
not returned, and in all human pro- 
bability never might, and therefore 
he prayed he might be tried, bailed, 
or difcharged. 

The court in anfwér faid, that 
it certainly was a peculiar misfor- 
tune to the prifoner to labour un- 
der fuch difficulties. With regard 
to the facts this was not the time to 
inveltigate them, and with refpe¢t 
to the thip having been fent out tor 
the captain’s witnefles, it was done 
by an order of government at the 
captain’s requeft, That he was at 
liberty to go to trial if he pleated, 
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and would venture it without the 
witnefles he had fent tor, but wich 
regard to difcharging, the coure 
could not do that. With refpe& 
to bailing, the attorney-general, 
who was out of town, had not been 
ferved with any notice, and it 
would be highly indecent to do it 
either without his confent, or with- 
out his knowledge, it the court was 
competent to ic ; but they were of 
opinion the court of king’s bench 
muft be applied to, as was done in 
the cafe of captain David Roache, 
who had killed a man at the Cape 
of Good Hope, and who had ap- 
plied to the feflions of Oyer and 
‘Terminer to be tried, bailed, or 
difcharged, but who was referred 
to the court of king’s bench, where 
he was aftcrwards bailed. The 
motion therefore fell of courfe, and 
captain Mackenzie ordered ¢o re- 
main {lill ia Newgate. 

24. A funeral fermon was preach- 
ed at St. John’s church, Horiley - 
down, Southwark, after the morn- 
ing fervice, by the rev. William 
Jarvis Abdy, curate of the parifh, 
on the death of the late Richard 
Ruffel, efq. who was interred there 
on Thuriday laft with fuch uncom- 
mon funeral riot, The rext was 
taken from the book of Ecclefiaftes, 
chapter the laft, verfe 7. “ Thea 
fliall the duft return to the earth as 
it was; ang the fpirit thall return 
unto God that gave it.” The fub- 
ject confitted wholly of the brevity 
and uncertainty of human lite, and 
the certainty of death and eternity. 
Very little was faid of the deceafed, 
f. that it was a funeral oration that 
might have ferved any body; or 
racher a di‘courfe upon death that 
may be applied to ever, man liv- 
ing. After the fermon an anthem 
was fung fuitable to the difcourfe 
which had been read. The church 
was remarkably crouded, infomuch 

that 
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that many of the parifhioners could 
fcarce ect to ther pews. Neither 
the batket virg pall-bearers, 
mourners, nor any of the relations 
or friends of Mr. Ruffel were pre- 
feat. ‘The hangings of the pulpit 
and defk, which had been pulied 
down on the day of the funeral, 
were rettored. 

25. The name of a certain colo- 
nel, who fla ed with many 
offences bien his government on 
the coatt of Africa, was lately, by 
orders from above, iiruck off the 
army lift. 

Authentic Ietters from Oftend 
mention, that licut. col. Joteph 
Wall, who was fome time fince ad- 
vertifed in the Gazette, in 

uence of being charged with mut- 
dic during his refidence at Goree, 
was lately married there to Mifs 
Catherine M‘Kenzie, a young lady 
of great beaury and merit, defcend- 
ed trom anoble family. The new- 
married couple, as the above ad- 
vices inform us, fet off a few days 
after for Pifa, in Italy. 

—. Sunday nicht about twelve 
o’clock two men in a hackney coach 
went over Blackfriars-bridge ; as 
foon as they came to the to!l-gate 
the coachman flopped for them to 
pay the toll, which they refufed, 
and damne d the coachman, and bid 
him c¢rive on, which he refufed; 
on which they jumped out of the 
coac h, {fnatched the ftaff our of the 
man’s hand that kept the bar (John 
Pell) and beat him in fo cruel 
manner, that he died this morning. 

26. This night’s gazette contains 
the adirefles of the lord-mayor, 
fheriffs, commons, and c'tizens of 


INS, 


ids charg 


conie- 


Dublin ; and from the foreman and 
ery jury of the quarter fefion, 


“ 


eld at Kilmainham, in Ireland, on 
Tuefday the sth inflant. 

276 On the i inqu fition taken be- 

fore the coroner tor the county of 
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Surry, relative to the unhappy cir- 
cumifances of the murder of the 
watchman on Blackfriars bridee, a 
few nights ago, the following ace 
count was given :—** That the two 
geatlemer 1, who were principals in 
the afair had {pent their evening at 


the Circus coffee-houfe, in St. 
Georve’s-fields, in we with a 
friend, where they drank very 


frecly ; and on jalne home they 
ordered a coach, which coming to 
the door, two of them ji imped i in, 
and the third hat tly mounted the 


box, and infitted on driving them ; 
the coachman re monftrated, but 
witheut effect, and they drove On, 
leaving him to follow ha n. He 


ran aiter the coach, and got up be- 
hind.’ On coming to the toil-houfe 
the coach was driven through the 
gate without difcharging the toll ; 
on which the coachman rot dow n 
and paid it. An outery had beett 
raifed by the toll-men at the gare, 
that the coachman had not paid the 
toll, and the watchman, who was 
ftgrioned 1 half Way over the bridge, 
on its approach endeavoured to ttop 
it; upon which the gentlemen got 
out, and fome angry words p: fled 
on ach fide, When the watchman 
old them * they could not be gen- 
sarong to endeavour to bilk the 
bridge of the toll; upon which a 
feufle enfued, and one of the gen- 
tlemen, which it does not appear, 
forcibly took the watchman’s ftaff 
from him, and gave him the fatal 
blow on the head, which put an end 
to his exittence. They then drove 
on, not apprehending the taral con- 
fequences, and arrived in Red Lion- 
ftieet, Wapping, the place of refi- 
dence of the two principals, where 
they were fet down ; but a trifling 
dispute arofe between them and the 
covchman, who it was thought in- 
fifted on more than his fare. The 
next day they were alarmed with 
the 
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the news of the watchman’s 
dead, for fear of the 
quences, it became neceflary to {e- 
crete themfelves, until the yer’s 
inqueit could be fummoned, who, 
W< dnefd: iy 


being 


and, conic- 


coro} 


on lait, after an exer 
mination of witnefles, which latteJ 
from ten in the morning untl 
cight at night, brought in a verdict 


of wiltul murder 

It may be very neceffary to add, 
that it did not appear the perion 
who drove the coach moved from 
his feat during the whole ot the un- 
happy affir. 

Immediately 
verdict bein 
abfconded. 
A very melancholy and moft 
uncommon accident happened lati 
week at a village near Highgate. 
Mifs G. a young lady of fortune, 


he 


on ic coroneys’s 
known, me parties 


y 
+ 


being thwarted by her fricnds in 
her affections for a deferving man, 
fhot herfelf with a/piftol. The 


ball paffed through hee brain, and 


{le died in an intiant, 
20. A refpettable tradefman in 
Wapping was brought betore the 


right honourable the 
by Mr. Miller, the city marfhal, 
in order to give fome information 
of the perfons concerned in the 
murd the watchman on Black- 
me! : ; on oe 
idge, on Sunday fe nnivht ; 
the ingw ifition had been 
taken in Surrv. his lordfhip di- 
rected Mr. Miller to conduct him 
to amagilirate of that diiirict, be- 
} eee YS 
tore whom he fo full and can- 
an information, on oath, as 
muft inevitably be a means of foon 
singing the perpetrators . 
I perpetrators of fo in 
famous a tranfaction to condign 
puaifhmen 


lord mayor, 


4 


sal 
bi 


uo 


rave 
es 


did 


NOVEMBER. 


1. Alexander Dixon was remov- 
by habeas cor; us to rake his 


ed | 


R 


trial at the felfion fer the town arid 
port ot Dover, \ — be gan yel- 


re 
. 


terday, toa chat rainit him of 
burelarioutly saneiie and enter- 
ing the dwelling-houfe of Thomas 
Andrews, at Dover, and flealing 
feveral gold and filver watchesg 
plate, and jewellery roods. 

2. His reval higi inets prince 
Edward h: is been upwards of two 
years under a military tuition, but 
had not yet been placed on the litt 
of the armv, till on Tueftlay lalt, 
when, on the oceation of its being 
the 


mveriary 


an } of the prince’s 
birth-dav, the king, his royal ta- 
ther, furprifed him very agrees 
"e 


ably, by pref ntinge to hima pair 
ot colours of the firtt regiment ot 
foot-cuards, which is the firft in- 
troduction of his royal hichnefs to 
the public as a military officer, 

—,. We hear from Norfolk, that 
his royal highnefs the prince ot 
Wales was on Monday fe’nnight 
clegantly entertained at Rainham, 
feat of the right honourable 
lord vifcount Townfhend, The right 
honourable Charles James Fox was 
one of the company, whofegopu- 
larity in this populous and refpect- 
able county, has, efpecially during 


, 
tic 


he late recefs, very fenfibly ia- 
ere eafed, His royal highnefs and 
‘ta ri ous favourite were on the 


Tucfday follow ing at Holkham, the 
feat of Thomas William C oke, elq. 
which place the} left Thurfday latt 
on their return to Newmarket for 
the enfuing races. 

—. The fervice of plate, in. 

tended for the minitter as his offi- 
cial perquilite, and juft finifhed, 
was fiolen from the houfe of a Mr. 
Hiemings, in Pond-ftreet. 

The particulars of the above- 
mentioned event, as they have 
come to our knowledge, are to 


this efiect: Mr. Hemings, who 
his for the moft part retired from 
bufinefs 
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bufinefs, and docs not concern 
himfelf with any thing but very 
important {trokes in trade, had, ac- 
cording to the order given him, 

repared the fervice of plate for 
Mr. Pitt, and it was all delivered 
to Mr. Heimings, in Bond-ttreet, 
from the different workmen, on 
Friday or Saturday. On the even- 
ing of the following Sunday, it 
was all taken away again, nobody 
can guefs by whom, and carried, 
nobody can tell where. The only 
circumftances at all appearing col- 
laterally to be connected with this 
extraordinary occurrence, are as 
follow: that a hackney coachman 
has been found, who depofes that 
he was called off’ a ftand in Ox- 
ford-ftreet by three men, whom he 
fet down towards the welt end of 
Conduit-ftreet; that the coach was 
kept for them in waiting, and that 
in the courfe of about half an hour 
they all three returned with bun- 
dies of a very large fize, and as 
they feemed of great weieht; that 
on the three men getting, thus 
loaded, into the coach, the man 
was Ordered to drive to Old-ftreet- 
road. That in his way thither, he 
was bid to {top at a houfe in Long- 
lane, where one of the men got 
out, and after flaying a few minutes 
in the houfe, he returned, and faid 
to the men, ‘* We need go no far- 
ther ;” on this they all got our, 
and the bundles were carried into 
the houfe. The time in which this 
happened, was at the fame time 
that the robbery was committed, 
viz. between the hours of feven 
and nine in the evening, 

The lofs fuftained by this inci- 
dent is valued at near 3000!. fter- 
ling. As the weight was above 
1200 ounces of metal, befides the 
workmanfhip of the filver, which 
in many of the articles mut have 
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coft almoft, if not quite as much as 

the intrinfic value of the plate. 

Exirad of a letier from Dover; dated 
Now. 5- 

We are happy to inform you, 
that at our quarter feilions of the 
peace, which began yetterday, 
Dixon, who was tricd in London 
for the murder of Mr. Linton, was 
yefterday tried here for a burglary 
in the dwelling-houfe of Mr, An- 
drews, filverfin th, in this town, ow 
Saturday the 18th day of Septem. 
ber laft, and, after a trial which 
latted two hours, was, to the fatis- 
faction of a very numerous court, 
capitally convicted. He is to fufs 
fer death on Thurfday next. His 
father, who was unknown when 
apprehended here, having been 
promifed mercy, if he would dif- 
cover the offender, was admitied 
king’s evidence, and was examined 
againit his own fon. Since cone 
viction he has contefled that he held 
Mr. Linton whilit Morgan ftabbed 
him, One of thofe humane gen- 
tlenien, whofe profeflion it is to 
fave the lives of unhappy wretches 
at the Old Bailey, appeared as at- 
torney for Dixon; but fuch was 
the rage of the populace, that he 
wus obliged to fue out an habeas 
corpus for his fafety, and bring his 
own body from Dover to London, 
being purfued for fome time by the 
pofie comitatus.- By the vigilance 
and circumfpeétion of Meff. Jealous 
and Carpmeal, of Bow-ftreet, Mr. 
Andrews happily recovered the 
whole of his property, which cons 
fifted of the following articles :— 
two gold and feven filver watches, 
an oval filver tea caddy, a filver 
tea por, a filver bafon, a filver fu- 
gar bafket, two filver fauce boats, 
fix dozen of tea fpoons, three do- 
zen of table and defert fpoons, fe- 
ven filver falts, three half-moon 
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bottle lables, eight filver chains, 
and twelve teals ; two boat{wain’s 
calls, one cream jug, one pair of 
plain butter ladles, one pap boat, 
one fugar ladle, thirty pair of fa- 
fhionable filver buckles, one pep- 
per caflor, twelve new Spanith dol- 
lars, fome French crowns, one pair 


of ftone fhoe-buckles, two pair of 


plated fquare-foot fluted candle- 
thicks, three dozen of gold rings, 
fix twit rinzs, fix pair of gold 
wires, ten garnet hoop rings, cle- 
ven garnet gold broaches, and 
eighteen pins; three pair of ftone 
ftuds, two pair of filver purie run- 
ners, and fix pair of metal ditto ; 
three lady’s iteel chains, one me- 
tal ditto, three lady’s filk ffrings, 
and zhree men’s ditto; four dozen 
of common broaches in filver, and 
four pair of Moco ftuds, with te- 
veral other articles. The mother 
is to be tried in London as a re- 
eciver. 

Extrad of a letter from Dublin, 

Now, 6. 

The following is an inf 
the alarming pitch to which public 
depredation is at prefe nt carried. 
On Thurfday evening, about the 
hour of eight o’clock, a number of 
fellows, armed with piltols, Se, 
formed a plan to commit a rob- 
bery, which they effected in the 
following manner: one of thein, 
well dreffed, called a fedan chair, 
while another went before as foor- 
man; they went toa lady’s houfe 
in Temple-ftreet, rapped at the 
door, and fent in the name of a 
right honovrable gentleman, who 
h appened to be known to the lady, 

defiring to fpeak with her; it was 
accordingly defired that the gen- 
tleman fhould walk in: the chair 
was opened, and the villain, with 
his affociates (four in number) rufh- 
ed up ftairs, all of them armed. 
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The chairmen immediately cifap- 


peared. The family confifted of 
the lady of the houfe, a young lady, 
a friend of her’s, and 2 Roane 
maid. ‘The lady, hearing fome un- 
ufual noife below, looked over the 
railing, and faw the villains make 
fait the hall door, upon which the 
retreated, and locked herfelf up in 
her bed-chamber; but the villains 
foon broke every door in the houfe, 
took what they pleafed thereout, of 
goods and moncy ; and during four 
hours (the time they remained in 
the houte) practifed every bruta- 
lity on her and her friend. The 
yo ingeit of the females havitig at 
length contrived to make her ef- 
cape over a back wail, gave the 
alarm, and two ot the villains be- 
ing apprehended, were brought be- 
tore Mr. Graham, who committed 
them to Kilmainham gaol; and as 
ftiict fearch is making after the 
other villains, it is hoped they will 
be brought to condign puni{liment. 

6. On Saturd: ay lat fir Jofeph 
Lenhoute, one of the aldermen of 
the city of Carlifle, waited upon the 
right honourable William Pitt, 
with the treedom of that city, agree 
able to an order made by the cor- 
poration, contradicente, the 
3cth of laft month. Mr Pitt is 
one of the firft honorary freemen 
which the corporation of Carlile 
have made within the laft five and 
twenty years. 

8. This morning early, the right 
honourable lord George Gordon, 
prefident of the Proteftant Affocia- 
tion, tent the following note to his 
excellency baron Van Lynden, the 
Dutch ambaflador, who arrived on 
Friday from the Hague at the hos 
tel be Suffolk-freet : 

* Lord Georce Gordon prefents 
his moit fincere refpects to the am- 
baifador of the States General of the 
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United Provinces, and congratu- 
lates his excell.ncy on his arrival. 
Lord George Gordon wiflies to 
have the honour of an interview, as 
he has it in his power to be of fer- 
vice to the ftates, and begs to be 
informed when he may have an op- 
portunity of waiting-upon his ex- 
cellency. Lord George Gordon’s 
heart cleaves to the itates of Hol- 
land; he has no intelligence that 
he would keep fecret from them ; 
but wifhes to communicate every 
thing that may tend to give them 
the advantage over all their ene- 
mics.” 
Welbeck-ftreet, 

Monday, Nov. #, 1784. 

To this note the Dutch ambaffa- 
dor returned a mott polite anfwer 
(by the bearer), appointing an im- 
mediate interview. In confequence 
ot which condefcenfion, lord George 
Gordon had the honour of enter- 
ing into a private conference with 
his excellency, which laited above 
two hours, From all that tranfpires, 
we have reafon to believe they 
were quite cordial together. 

Bruffls, Nov. 8. Accounts have 
been received here, that laft night 
the Dutch broke one of their dikes 
near Lillo, by which feveral per- 
fons were drowned. They at- 
tempted to break a fecond, but 
were prevented by the Imperial 
troops. This event has fpread an 
alarm at Oftend, and has occatfion- 
ed an extraordinary diligence in 
completing the works on the ram- 
parts there. London Gazette. 

Yetlerday afternoon a Dutch 
mail arrived, which brought the 
following intelligence : 

Antwerp, Nov. 8. There was 
a real and ferious cannonade this 
day from the Dutch fort of Cruyil- 
chans; it was directed againit the 


inhabitants, fubjects to the empe- 
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ror, occupied in repairing a breach, 
irom which they feared the far- 
ther progrefs ot the inundation al- 
ready begun, and their entire ruin ; 
a thot even entered a farm-houfe at 
fome diftance, in which was a piquet 
of Imperial infantry. ‘The night 
before was a prelude to what is to 
happen this day; for the Dutch 
have already fired fome mufket-thot 
on the patrole ot the Imperiai 
troops, which, as ufual, furround- 
ed the territory of his Imperial 
majetty. 

g. A court-martial was held at 
the Horfe-guards, at which col. 
Howard pretided, on the fubject of 
the charges which have been infti- 
tuted by the matter general of the 
ordnance againit colonel Debbieg 
of that department. The court was 
compofed of the moft refpeétable 
and diftinguifhed military charac- 
ters, fo that the fulleft and moft 
fatisfactory explanation may be ex 
pected, that can be given by great 
abilities, long experience, and efta- 
blifhed integrity. The duke of 
Richmond attended on the part of 
the profecution, and colonel Deb- 
bieg took the place affigned to the 
detendant, The evidence of one 
fide only of the bufinefs appeared 
yefterday, therefore no judgment 
can be formed as to the refult of 
this very extraordinary profecution, 
Some letters were read by fir 
Charles Gould, judge advocate, to 
the court, which feemed to place 
the conduct of the colonel in the 
mott honourable light. 

After the evidence on the part of 
the profecution was clofed, the court 
declared a readinefs to proceed on 
the colonel’s defence ; but that gen- 
tleman requeited that he might be 
«permitted to defer it till Thurfday, 
and his defire was cordially affent- 
ed to, The duke of Kichmond 
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then defired that copies of the cor- 
refpondence might be placed in the 
hands of every imember of the 
court, which was arreed to. The 
court broke up, and adjourned till 
ten o’clock to-morrow. 

10. This morning lord George 
Gordon had the honour of again 
paying his refpects to the Dutch 
ambaflador. Lord George Gordon 
acquainted his excellency that a 
number of his friends and country- 
men, among whom were the Dutch 
contul, and fume officers, of the 
navy, and of Bricifli and American 
troops, had determined to draw anid 
accompahy his excellency’s car- 
riage to the court at Sc. James’s, 
as a public token of their taking a 
decided part againft all the enemies 
of the republic, provided fuch a 
wey mark of the adherence of the 

ody of the people of thefe king- 
doms to his excellency’s perfon and 
the tiates of Holland feemed pro- 
per, before he had been introduced 
tothe king, and his majefty’s in- 
tentions towards thefe proteftant 
ftates made known to him, and de- 
clared to the world. After fome 
converfation, in which the fecre- 
_tary alfo took a part, it was thought 
beft not to appear at prefent in =f 
great numbers in perfonal attend- 
ance upon hisexcellency. In con- 
* fequence of this opinion lord 
George Gordon went fingly to St. 
pane *s juft to receive his excel- 
ency between the grenadiers, at 
the foot of the innermott ftairs, and 
to receive him again when he came 
out of the king’s clofet. Lord 
George faluted him with a drawn 
broad fword, and the grenadiers on 
each fide refted their firelocks at 
the fame time. 
Lord George Gordon at- 
tended the Dutch ambaffador to 
St. James’s, drefled in a great 
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coat, with adarge bele flung over 
his fhoulder, and in that a broad 
fword, and a Dutch cuckade in his 
hat. Upon coming at the bottom 
of the itairs, he there halted until 
the ambaffador returned, when he 
drew his fword, and faluted the 
ambaffador, declaring at the fame 
time tha’ he would protect to the 
utmoit ot his power the Dutch pro- 
teftants and their interett. 

When lord George Gordon went 
into the guard-room at St. James's, 
on Wednefday, to acquaint the 
third regiment of guards, that they 
fhould reft their firelocks to the 
Dutch ambaffador, the ferjeants and 
corporals invited his lordfhip into 
their little room at the end of the 
main-guard, and helped him with 
fciffars, and held the ribbons, dill 
they were all cut into Dutch cock- 
ades, and then delivered them to 
the rank and file men without. 
This was tranfacted during the 
time his excellency was opening 
his negotiation with the king for 
the good of the republic. 

When lord George Gordon was 
pafling by the prince of Wales’s 
gate, the two centinels upon duty 
there, belonging to the Peond re- 
giment of guards, refted their fite- 
locks to his lordthip; upon obferv- 
ing which, his lordfhip prefented 
the lads with a guinea, to drink to 
the fuccefs of baron Van Lynden, 
and the profperity of the republic. 

12. Mr.Recorder made his report 
to his majefty of the convicts under 
fentence of death in Newyate, viz. 
Richard alias Jonas Wooldridge, 
Francis Doyle, Joteph Hulet, John 
Barker, Edward Robinfon, Ri- 
chard Court, William Brooks, 
William Smith, George Drum- 
mond, James Forbefer, William 
Collop, William Rellions, and Ro- 
bext Abel ; William Hogborr, Pe- 
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ter le Roche, William Smith, E- 
phraim Ephraims, Samuel ‘Thom- 
fon, and George alias John Camp- 
bell ; Kyran Kkyan, James Lyie 
alias Wi illiam Johnfon, and Charles 
Colley : when Kyran Ryan, James 
Lyle alias William Johnfon, Jo- 
feph Hulct, Willfam Hogborn, Pe- 
ter le Roche, William Relliens, 
Robert Abel, George Drummond, 
William Cellop, and James For- 
beiter, were ordered tor execution 
on Wednefday next. 

13. This morning, at eight 
e’clock, Samuel Harris and John 
North, the two pirates convicted 
on Thurfday laft at the Old Bailey, 
were taken les Newgate, and car- 
ried to Execution Dock, attended 
by the two under-fherifis and de- 
puty marfhal of the Admiralty, car- 
rying the filver oar, where they 
were executed according to their 
fentence. Their behaviour was 

nitent, fuited to their unhappy 
este They are to be tent 


down to Deal to be hung in 
ehains. 
Harris, executed on Saturdav, 


was formerly a porter at a tavern 
near Temple ‘Bar, and recommend. 
ed as a waiter toa public houfe at 
Margate, where he unhappily got 


connected with fome fmugglers, 


and entered into their fraternity - 6 


North alias Norton was a native 
of Donnegal in Ireland, and bred 
to the fea. They were both under 
twenty-five years of age. 

15. The tight honourable Ed- 
mund Burke was re-elected lord 
rector of the univerfity Glal- 
gow. 

17. This morning the following 
malefactors were executed on a {cal- 
fold erected for that purpofe before 
Newgate: James Lyle alias Wil- 
liam Johnfon, for afiuming the 
mame and character of Edward 
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Stokes, late a feaman on board the 
Lively floop, in order to receive 
his wages; William Hogborn, for 
ftealing tuo geldings and a cow 
from Putney-common, the pro- 
perty of different perfons; Wil- 
liam Relliors, for robbing William 
Rough of id. on the highway ; 

William Coll p, for robbing James 
Fergus ot a cod of ftuds and a pair 
of knee-buckk ; James Forbetter, 
for a bur: lary te the dwelling- 
houfe of Daniel Andrews ; ; George 
Drummond, for ftealing from the 
perfon of the earl of Clermont a 
feel chain, and two 
gold feals; Peter le Roche, for 
ftealing a quantity of apparel, the 
property ot James Martin; Jo- 
feph Hater, for privately fiealing 
in the houfe of Mr. Priettman, 2 
pawnbroker in Bloomfbury, to 
whom he was apprentice, watches, 
rings, &c. to the value of 35cl. 
and Kyran Ryan, for forging the 
will of John Welch, deceafed. 
The prifoners came upon the fcaf- 
fold a few minutes after eight, and 
after joining the ordinary in the 
ufual devotions with every appear- 
ynce of the mot earncit and unaf- 
fected piety arid contrition, the 
executioner put a cap upon the 
head of each, when Drummond 
and Hulet defited him to turn their 
caps above their eyes, which being 
comp lied with, they prayed aloud 
in a fervent manner, and with a 
very impafiioned g¢efticulation, at 
raiervnls addreffing themfelves to 
the {pectators, and. admonifhing al] 
young perfons to avoid the “evil 
courfes which had brought them to 
a premature and difgraceful fate. 
Hulet, a flim lad, about eighteen, 
kicked and firuggled furprifingly, 
and continued to do fo for feveral 
minutes afrer his tellow-fufferers 
were motionlefs. On this oecafion 
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the executioner, by order of the 
lord-mayor and fheriffs, for the firtt 
time, wore a black baize gown. 
The concourfe ot people was atto- 
nifhingly great, and many were 
much hurt, particularly a woman, 
who was taken to the hofpital, and 
a girl about twelve or thirteen 
vears, who, after fainting, was 
moved over the heads of teveral 
hundreds of people into Fleet-lane, 
where fhe was taken into a houte, 
So great a number of people got 
upon Mr. fheritf Hopkins’s cha- 
riot, ftanding at the vate of the 
Seffions-houie, that the axletree 
broke. 


Copy of a Letter from the Right 
Honourable Lord Geor Ge Gor- 
pon, Pretident ot the Proteitant 
Affociation, to the Richt Ho- 
nourable Mr. Pir, Firtt Lord 
of the Treafury. 

¢ Sir, 

¢ Several hundred feamen have 

addreffed me to-day ; many of them, 
lately arrived from India, came in 
coaches. Acting lieutenants, mates, 
and midfhipmen or the royal navy, 
are among them. ‘The jollowing 
is the copy of the generality of 
their addreffes : 

*¢ To the Right Honourable Lord 
George Gordon, Prefident of the 
Protettant Affociation. 

«¢ May it pleafe your lordfhip, 

«© We, the feamen, whofe names 

are undermentioned, are able, wil- 

ling, and ready, to ferve the United 

Protettant States of Holland againtt 

the King of the Roman:, and all 

their popifh enemies. And your 
petitioners will ever pray for lord 

George Gordon. 

Signed by Edward Robinfon, 
and thirty-four other feamen, 
at the Kettledrum, Radcliffe 
Highway, Nov. 17, 1784.” 
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‘ Several officers of diftinction 
in the land fervice have alfo ap- 
plied to me, and offered their fer- 
vices to the States General, parti- 
cuarly a field officer of the Con- 
neticut line, in the province of 
Matlachufet’s, and an officer who 
has lately lett the lrith brigade of 
France, who withed ‘to enter into 
a fervice more agreeable, and con- 
genial to his fentiments and prin- 
ciples. Many of the guards have 
requcited to go voluntecrs. Some 
Athol Highlanders are on their 
way to town, who, 1 make no 
doubt, will engage in the good 
protetiant cauie of their high 
mightinefles. I acquaint you, as 
prime minifter, with thefe matters, 
that you may convince baron Van 
Lynden of the general good dii- 
polition of the people of thefe 
kingdoms to comply with his ex- 
cellency’s requeit, and to renew 
again their old frieadthip with Hol- 
land upon the righteous and folid 
foundation of the proteitant in- 
tereit. 

* Iam, Sir, with all due refpeét, 

* Your humble fervant, 
¢ G. Gorpon.’ 

18. His lordfhip fent another 
letter to the minifter, acquainting 
him, that captain Rawlinfon, of 
Shadwell, had made him an offer 
of the Prince William frigate, of 
26 guns, to cruife againtt the Ime 
perial merchantmen, and all the 
enemies ot the United States; that 
feveral avtillery men, and more 
than 1000 teamen, with a full pro- 
portion of maflers, mates, gunners, 
and carpenters, have already figned 
their requeits to be employed in the 
faine jutt caufe. 

Dullin, Nov. 18, Came on the 
trial of Benjamin Matthews, for 
killiag two foldiers of the oth re- 
gimncnt of dragoons, who allcmps- 
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ed, with feveral others, to refcue 
captain Pallifer, who was in his 
cutiody for debt. After a trial of 
fome hours, the intended refcue 
being clearly proved, the jury 
brought in their verdict—jutufiable 
homicide. 

19. Benjamin Wilfor, efq. an 
acing lieutenant in the navy, was 
taken into cuftody, and carried to 
lord Sydney’s office. He had been 
at the Kettledrum, in Ratcliffe 
Highway, fpeaking to the feamen, 
who withed to be employed by the 
Dutch, to defend the States Ge- 
neral againft the emperor of Ger- 
many. He had alfo read a letter 
to them from lord George Gordon, 
ftating, that it whelly depended 
upon Mr, Pitt whether this country 
fhould affitt the proteflant intereit 
in Holland, er take a part with 
the Uline of the Romans. ‘Yfter a 
long examination before lord Syd- 
ney, and other officers ef the crown, 
Benjamin Wilfon, efq. the acting 
lieutenant, ".s told he had cone 
nothing ami, and was at hberty 
again. lord Sycney then requett- 
ed Nir. Wilson to earry a verbal 
meflage to lord George Gordon, 
whick Mr. Wilfon did; but lord 
George Gorden fent back to lord 
Sydney, that if he had any bufinefs 
with him, he muft write a letter, as 
verbal meflages were uncertain. 


Copy of a Letter from the Right 
Honourable Mr. Pirr, Firtt 
Lord cf the Treafury, to the 
Right Honourable Lord Grorce 
Gorpbon, 

Downing-ftrect, Nov. 19, 1784, 
26 m. paft One P. M. 
*¢ My lord, 
«¢ ] have hitherto returned no 
aniwer to the letters I received 
fiom your lordfip on the 57th and 
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18th inflant, becaufe I did not 
think it my duty to enter into a 
correfpondence with your lordthip 
on the tubjeét. But having been 
informed that many fesmen have 
been induced to quit their oecu- 
pation, in the expectation of being 
employed to ferve againft the em- 
peror, I think it proper to remind 
you, that whatever fteps you have 
taken, have been without the 
fmalleit degree of authority or 
eountenance from his majetty’s mi- 
nifters, and that it is for your lord- 
flip to confider what confequences 
may be expected from them. 


‘¢ Tam, my lord, 
** Your lordthip’s obedient, 
‘¢ Humble fervant, 
“ W. Pitt.” 


Right Hon. Lord G. Gordon. 


Lord Grorere Gornon’s Anfwer 
to Mr. Pirr. 
“¢ Sir, 

“I received your letter of tos 
day juil now. It was very rude in 
you not to anfwer my two letters 
fooner. I am glad to hear you fay, 
that many feamen have been in- 
duced to quit their occupation, in 
expectation of being employed to 
ferve againit the emperor. This 
fhews the feamen’s hearts are warm 
towards the States of Holland, and 
that they wifh to lend a hand to 
affitt them againft their enemies, 
As foon as you, and the reft of his 
majefty’s minifters, are pleafed to 
authorize and countenance thefe 
honett endeavours ot the feamen to 
fupport thofe proteflant flates, I 
will make propofals to the Dutch 
ambafflador, and to the States of 
Holland, to take them into imme- 
diate pay. The confequences may 
fall on the heads of the king’s fer- 
vants, if they advife their fovereign 
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to take a part againit the proteiant 
intereit, 
« Lam, Sir, 
“© Your humble fervant, 
“« G, Gorpon.” 


Welbeck-itreet, Nov. 1g, 1784. 


Copy of a Letter from the Worthy 
Magittrates of the Rotation-oltice, 
in Litchfield-itreet, to the Right 
Hon. Lord GeorGe Gorpon. 

‘* The magiitrates at the Rota- 
tion-oftice in Litchtield-ttreet, pre- 
fent their compliments to lord 
George Gordon, are much obliged 
to him for his information, and will 
pay due attention to his letter.” 

Litchfield-tireet, 

Nov. 19, 1754. 


20. One o'clock, about a hundred 
and fifty failors aflembled in Wel- 
beck itreet, where lord George 
Gordon harangued them, and re- 
ferred them to his and Mr, Pitt’s 
letters in the public papers, add- 
ing, that he withed them very 
well, but that he could not ferve 
them without the approbation of 
the king and his miniiters. A gen- 
tlemin, in the uniform of a heu- 
tenant of the navy, altifted his 
lordfhip on the occafion ; both had 
the blue and orange cockades in 
their hatc, and the lieutenant had 
another in his bofom. 

20. King againit Atkinfon.— 

Lord Mansfield gave the opinion 
of the court in the caufe Wadham 
and Barlow, and the attorney-ge- 
neral moved judgment againit 
Chrittopher Arkinion, efq. Mr. 
Bearcroft arofe, and, after making 
a few prefatory obfervations, which 
were obvioufly dictated by the per- 
fonal feelings of the man, and did 
not flow from the ingenuity of the 
advocate, intreated that the afh- 
dav ts in defence of his client might 
be read. After a few minutes con- 
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fultation, leave was given, and the 
atiidavit of Mr. George Slade, one 
of the commiilioners of the victual- 
ling-othce, was read. It ihated at 
length the particulars of the ac- 
counts, the manner in which they 
were adjufled, with a balancing 
invoice, and the ttreng probability 
of the innocence of Mr, Atkinfon, 
in a very exact and critical manner. 
‘The athdavits ot Mr. Bates, Mr. 
Haoway, and other commiitlioners, 
and Thomas Nevet, chict clerk, 
were produced, and the contents 
of thei operated to Mr, Atkinfon’s 
difadvantage, 

Mr. Bearcroft then refumed his 
fubject, and declared in the moit 
folemn manner, that he was fully 
convinced of Mr. Arkinfon’s in- 
nocence, and that it ever a man was 
punifhed tor a crime which he had 
not the lealt intention of commit- 
ting, 1 would be the cafe with his 
unhappy clicnt. Had he meant to 
detiaud the public, he would have 
taken the very contrary iteps to 
thofe which he puriued. He then 

‘icended to the particulars of the 
accounts, and fhewed, that, notwith- 
ftanding the apparcne nominal dit- 
terence of the prices between the 
buying and invoice books, yet that 
the total fums were regulated in fo 
exact a manner by the balancing 
account, that it would have exceed- 
ed belief, were not the books in 
court to juitity his affertion, In 
order to effect this regulation, al- 
moit every one of thofe accounss 
was brought to a {mall traction, 
and in one initance, where the 
traction would not completely fet- 
tle the difference, the ferupulous 
exactitude of his client was fuch, 
that a fum of 6d. was noted as an 
overplus. Indeed, it his client 
was guilty of the fpecific charge, 
he was likewife guilty in three 
thoufand other in@ances, He wag 
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followed by Mr. Wood, who expa- 
tiated for a confiderable leugth of 
time with the fame ardor. He par- 
ticularly aflerted, that ‘¢ it was as 
impoffible for Mr. Atkinfon to tpe- 
city the feveral prices of the 
eotn fupplied in large quantities, 
purchafed at different times, and 
an in infinite number of parcels ; 
as it would be to fill a caik of wa- 
ter at Gravefend, and determine 
the exact quantity which patied 
through the middle arch of London 
bridge.” After a creat number of 
pertinent obfervations, Mr. Wood 
mott earneftly intreated the court 
would fend his client toa new trial, 
where the innocence or guilt of the 
whole tranfaction might be firmly 
eitablifhed, 

Mr. Dalias, in a moft mafteriy 
and able fpeech of two hours 
length, contended that it was not 
too late for the court to order a new 
trial, and produced two or three 
fimilar inftlances. Lord Mansiield 
informed him that the court could 
certainly grant a new trial, if thev 
thought it neceffiry. Mr. Dall's 
then entered into the account, and 
from a chain of deductions endea- 
voured to convince the court of the 
reétitude of the accounts in every 
poffible view of them. He meant 
not to impeach the verJict, but that 
a very great part of the truth was 
left uninyeftigared. He next made 
fome ftriking obfervations upon the 
feveral affidavits produced fubfe- 
— io the trial, and drew very 


avourable conclufions in behalt of 


the defendant. 

Mr. Atkinfon then craved per- 
miffion to be indulged a few words, 
which lord Mansfield and the other 
judges affented to. He began with 
exprefling his apprehenfions that 
their lordihips were unacquainted 


with the merits of the tran{adtions, 
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but that he tiufled his counfel had 
elucidated them to their conviction ; 
however, uf that fhould not be the 
cafe, he begged leave to trouble 
the court with a few explanations, 
which he hoped would fatisiy them 
of the jutinels of his requett in de- 
firing anew trial. He was fo well 
aflured of manitefting his innocence 
to a jury, that it he failed, he 
would chearfully meet the mott ig- 
nominious punillment that could 
be inflicted, or even death itfelf. 
Mr, Slade, he obferved, was the 
only commiflioner upon whom he 
could prevail to take the trouble ta 
examine his accounts, and having 
done it, he had folemnly fworn 
they were jultand fair. ‘The other 
gentlemen had done no more than 
afhrmed that they knew nothing of 
his own fuppties nor of the balance 
bill! the contrary was the truth, 
and it evidently appeared fo by the 
teltimony of Mr. Hanway; nor 
did it fignify whether they knew it 


of not. Was not the furnishing his 
own confignments or his own 


ftores, by which ever name they 
weie called, at the market-prices, 
according to the eflablifhed ufage 
and daily practice of the market ? 
and was not the adjufting of the 
accounts by making the total of 
the purchafes and fupplies agree 
with the total ot the invoices, by 
making the latt invoice for the ba- 
lance of the colt of the purchafes, 
the moft accurate method that could 
be devifed? ‘The balancing bills 
would {peak for themfelves and give 
their lordihips the mot unequivo- 
cal pro f, firit, by terminating with 
fractional prices a thing that did 
not éxit in purchafes ; fecondly, 
by taking the buying-beok, which 
he then produced, with that alone 
he would cali upon Mr. White, the 
treafury-folicitor, for fuch invoices 
wn 
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as fhould make the exact total of 
every fettling in the faid buying- 
book, and he would take the invoiwes 
which were at nominal prices, trom 
the victualling-otlice, in his own 
haad, and by them alone would 
tel, the court the amount of every 
fum total in the buying-book. But 
this demonitration, which appeared 
the touchitone of the balance-bill, 
he was not allowed to go into! 

Lord Mansfield had indeed re- 
marked, that the commiilioners had 
{worn, that in one invoice, there 
were frequent initances of various 
prices, which thewed, they mutt be 
meant for real ones, the obterva- 
ticn he allowed to be well founded, 
but upon turther inveltigation, it 
would prove, what he contended 
for, namely, that the invoices. were 
at nominal prices, for out of the 
two years and a halt, that he 
bought corn tor the victualling- 
office, it would be found, that from 
November, 1778, to December, 
1780, each invoice was uniformly 
at one price, and as each cargo con- 
fiited of various purchafes and fup- 
plies, at various prices, the remark 
before made, proved fuch invoice 
muft have been nominal, Mr. At- 
kinfon appeared to think, this im- 
portant fact had futhiciently im- 
pretied the court to grant him a new 
trial, that the truth, if it really 
exified, might come out in evidence, 
but he proved miitaken. 

Lord Mansfield tiopped the at- 
torney-general, who was going to 
reply, and immediately gave his 
opinion in a very particular man- 
ner, in which he recapitulated the 
whole of the circumilances of the 
trial, evidence, and conviction. 
His lordfhip remarked upon the fi- 
fuation in rank and lite of Mr. At- 
kinfon, and tiating his reafons for 
wilhing to have the fylleit intor- 
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mation from the commifhioners, but 
that the affidavits had, in his opi- 
nion, turned much avgainft the de- 
fendant. His lordithip was upon 
the whole fitistied with the verdict 
of the jury, and fhould therefore 
retufe a new trial, Mr, juttice 
Afhurtt gave a timilar opinion, par- 
ticularly remarking upon the de- 
ftendant’s making the fupply at the 
market-price, when it was well 
known the markets were under his 
own influence. (Here the defend- 
ant very feelingly obferved, that 
the market had nothing to do with 
the general account rendered to the 
commitlioners.) Mr. juttice Buller 
coincided in opinion, and the court 
fixed Wedneiday next to pafs judg- 
ment. The athdavir of Mr. Far- 
rer, a very contiderable cornfactor, 
was offered to be read ; the co: tents 
were ftated to be a complete jutti- 
fication of the mode in which the 
accounts were vilanced, but the 
court was of opinion that it went 
to the merits. Another affidavit of 
Mr. Chambers, a merchant in 
Mincing-lane, was likewife offered, 
in order to prove the truth of the 
accounts, but lord Mansfield re- 
tufed to encer into the particulars, 
Mr. Bearcro\t then with great agi- 
tation made a few obfervations, to 
extenuate his client; and he al- 
ledged, thar no individual fince the 
Revolution had been fo heavily 
fined; which, after confidering the 
lois of a mott beneficial butinefs, 
and the expence incurred, amount- 
ed to an enormous fum. The 
learned advocate therefore, under 
fuch circumftances, withed to im- 
prefs the court in his favour. The 
attorney-general made a fhort re- 
ply. And 

Mr, Atkinfon defiring again to 
be heard in his defence, lord Mans- 
ficld told him, * there muft be an 


end.”” 
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end.” The prifoner was then re- 
manded, and on Wednefday next, 
he will be brought up to receive 
judgme: it. 

—. The long contefted caufe be- 
tween John Gallini, efq. and the 
truiiees of the king’s theatte was 
finally determined by the lord chan- 
cellor, in favour of te latter; the 
temporary receivers were diich arg- 
ed, and the faid truftees confirmed 
in their right of managing the pro- 
perty for the benefit of the credi- 
tors. Counfel for the truftees, Alr. 
folicitor-general, Mr. Selwyn, and 
Mr. Evance ; folicitors, Metf. Har- 
borne and Seton of the Adelphi. 

—. The crown lawyers we are 
informed did not perliit in their 
oppoliticn to the ancient privilege 
ot the town ot Dover, and on Sa- 
turday lait Dixon, and Bruce, an- 
ether felon, were executed puriu- 
ant to the fentence paiied upon 
them by the mayor at jaft fef- 
fions held for Dover. e further 
learn, that Dixon wana with 
great compofure and inditference, 
and perfiited in his innocence, and 
declared that he was not concerned 
in the murder of Mr. Linton. 

22. The following extraordinary 
affair came before the Bow-itreet 
magiftrates : count Duroure, who 
has made fo much noife about town, 
fome little time fince, gor acquaint- 
ed with a gentleman of the law, 
who lent him his affiftance to extri- 
cate him from difficulties he was 
involved in: having accefs to his 
fticnd’s table, who was married to 
a young lady of fome accomplith- 
ments, the count, by his attentions, 
infinuated himfelr fo far into her 
affections, as to prevail upon her to 
elope with him to France, He feat 
off his baggage to Dover, whither 
he was to follow in a day or two, 
‘he hufband by a laconic letter 
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from the lady, received the firit in. 
timation of her infidelity, Ajter 2 
very minute enquiry, he difcover- 
ed, that the lady and her paramour 
were at a bagnio in Leicetter-fieids, 
whither he went on Sunday night, 
accompanied with fome friends, 
and being guided to the room de- 
fired admittance, which was refufed, 
upon this he forced open the door, 
and the momen: he entcred, the 
count fired upen him; the ball 
went through his hat without doing 
him any mifchief. The count’s 
conduct appeared in {o extraordin- 
ary a light to the magiftr.tes, that 
for the purpote of more fecuriry 
he was comrritted to Newgate. 

The gentleman charged with 
wilfully firing a piol at Tuxley 
Sandon, efq. in the Long-Acre bage 
nio, and committed to News vate by 
fir Sampfon Wright, is Louis. Henry 
Scipio Duroure, efq. of a noble fa- 
mily in France, and an officer in 
his majetty’s fervice. ‘The offence 
he is charged with 1s capital, by 
what is called the Black Acé. 

- The court-marfhal for the 
tri ‘al ‘of colonel Debbieg being on 
Monday laft re-aflembled at. the 
Horfe-Guards, by his majetty’s 
command, the following fentence 
was read by the judge ad-ocate, 
who declared that his majetty had 
approved thereof, and had directed 
that it be carried into execution. 

The court-martial, upon due 
confideration of the whole matter, 
are of opinion, that colonel Hugh 
Debbieg is guilty of each article 
of the charge exhibited againit him, 
viz. 

Of “ writing to his grace Charles 
duke of Richmond, Lennox, and 
Aubigny, miaiter-general of his 
majeity’s ordnance, ‘his command. 
ing officer, feveral unbecoming let- 
ters fince the month of June laft, 
Calis 











1-84.) OCCURRENCES. (91) 


containing indecent and diirefpect- 
ful expreffions towards him, and 
groundlefs and injurious imputa- 
tions of partiality and oppreffion in 
the difcharge of his duty as matter- 
general of the ordnance, to the 
prejudice of good order and mili- 
tary difcipline ;” 

And of * writing difrefpectfully 
in the month of Augutt lait of the 
faid duke of Richmond, &c. maf- 
ter-gencral of his majefty’s ord- 
nance, his commanding othcer, to 
major-general James Bramham, the 
chief engineer, and in terms obvi- 
oufly tending to depreciate the con- 
duct of him the faid maiter-general 
in the opinion of the faid chief en- 
gineer, and of the corps of engi- 
neers, to the prejedice of good or- 
der and military difcipline.” 

In confideration of the high 
character of the faid colonel Deb- 
bieg, as an officer, and his meri- 
torious fervices, which confidera- 
tion alone could have induced them 
to give fo lenient a fentence for 
crimes which they muft conceive 
to be highly detrimental and tend- 
ing to produce the worft confe- 
quences to the fervice, they adjudge 
that he, the faid colonel Hugh 
Debbieg, be reprimanded in open 
court,—and that he do alfo make 
his fubmiffion to the duke of Rich- 
mond, &c. mafter-general of his 
majcity’s ordnance, in the follow- 
ing terms : 

«« My lord duke, 

“In compliance with the judg- 
ment of this court-martial, I do 
declare my great concern, that I 
fhould have made ufe of expref- 
fions in my correfpondence with 
yotr grace, my fuperior officer, 
which in the opinion of the court 
tended to the prejudice of good or- 
der and military difcipline.” 

The prefident, lord Howard, 


then addreffed colonel Debbieg as 
tollows: 
‘* Colonel Debbieg, 

“¢ In addreiling myfelt to an of- 
ficer of fo long ttanding, and fo 
dilinguifhed as you have been for 
your meritorious fervices, it cannot 
tail to give me the fincerett concern 
to have it fall to my lot to convey 
to you a reprimand trom the court- 
martial betore whom you have been 
brought. 

‘¢ It is, fir, by his majefty’s 
commands, that I do fo. Wherein, 
having confulted the court, I am 
to fay to you, that they would have 
to dread the ill effects of fuch an 
unbecoming fpirit as that which 
has fo confpicuoufly fhewn itfelf in 
your late correfpondence, which 
they have had under their confide- 
ration, if they did not perfuade 
themfelves in regard to the dangers 
ous tendency of fuch behaviour ta 
his majetty’s fervice that you will 
upon cool refleSion think as they 
do, and hereafter regulate your 
condu¢t accordingly. 

‘* The other part, fir, of the 
judgment of this court, your fub- 
miffion to the duke of Richmond, 
mafter-general of the ordnance, 
has been already read to you by the 
judge advocate; and which na 
doubt you will immediately and 
agrecable to that becoming defer 
ence due to their directions, pro 
ceed to comply with.” 

Colenel D.bbieg then read the 
fubmiffon to the duke of Riche 
mond as the court had direéted ; 
after which the duke of Richmond 
addrefled himfelf to the court as 
follows : 

“¢ The judgment of the court in 
pronouncing every article of my 
charges well founded, and the im- 
putarions againit me groundlefs, to- 
gether with the obfervations which 

the 
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the court has made on the conduét 
I complained of, have I truit tully 
jo ftified the neceility 1 was under ot 
a »pealing to this tribunal. 

«© J flatter myfelf that in carry- 
ing on this profecution, I have not 
ficwn a vindiciive fpirit; I hope 
it is not in my nature. ~ The apo- 
logy directed by the court, I rea- 
dily accept from col. Debbieg. I 
truit his tuture conduct will be re- 
gulited by the fentiments which 
the court has expreffed on what is 
paft, and I promife colonel Deb- 
Bier that he fhall never trace in my 
behaviour any ungenerous recel- 
lection of this tranfaction.” 

‘The judge advocate then inform- 
ed colonel Debbieg, that the fea- 
tence of the court having been 
complied with, he was releafed 
from his arreft, and then declared 
that the court martial was diflolved, 

24. King againit Wooldridge. 

This day the long depen ding 
caufe was again : argued in the court 
of King’s- Bench, before lord Mans- 
field and Mr. juflice Buller. Mr. 
Garrow, ag junior counfel, after a 
very handfome apolog y for his 
yo! ith and inexperience, craved the 
indulgence of the court. His firft 
arrument went to the informality 
of the return to the mandamus, 
which although by no means the 
ground that he meant to fet his 
foot upon, yet was in itfelf futt- 
cient to infure fuccefs to his client. 
He then by a chain of very clear 
ceductions and appofite cafes, a 
great variety of which he quored, 
ttated his objections to the words of 
the return, but the court declining 
to enter directly into the merits, 
Mr. Garrow judicioufly (as Mr. 
juttice Buller afterwards faid aban- 
doned his imtentions, and went 


boldly to the general queilions. 
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The firit charce was a pretended 
embezzlc ment ot a part of fir James 
Langhan.’s charity to foldiery and 
failors, the alderman having drawn 
on the chamberlain for the fum of 
four pounds, payable to James 
Afpell, from whom he took a re- 
ceipt, whereas in fact it was al- 
ledged that he paid Aipell only one 
guinea, and appropriated the re- 
mainder to his own ufe. Mr. Gar- 
row denied the fact—his client had 
bona fide diitributed the money ac- 
cording to the true intent of the 
donor’s will, and there was no aver- 
ment in the petition of the inhabi- 
tants of Bridge ward to the con- 
trary—but it was meritorioufly dif- 
tributed to feveral perfons inftead of 
one perfion.—Admitting the fact, 
it was but at moft but a mifapplica- 
tion, which, according to the doc- 
trine held by Holt, chief juftice, 
in the King againft Chalk, in the 
borough of Wilton, 1 Raymond, 
fo. 225, ** a mifapplication of cor- 
poration money was no caufe of a 
mouon becaufe an action will lie 
againit the party.”—He quoted an 
infinite number of other cafes, 
together with lord Mansficld’s 
former opinions corroborating this 
pofition in many points of view. 
He then made fome ftriking ob- 
fervations upon the nature of cha- 
ritable donations vefted in the 
hands of corporations, and furnith- 
ed the court with much entertain- 
ment at the expence of Mr, Cham- 
berlain Wilkes, in his late corref- 
pondence with Mr. Jofiah Dornford. 

The fecond charge was extort- 
ing 151. from William Parry, nine 
guineas of which he received under 
pretence of railing two fubflitutes, 
the faid Parry having been dif- 
charged by the alderman, from a 
criminal profecution on condition 
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of ferving his majefty. He averred 
that it did not appesr either upon 
the petition or the return of the 
mandamus, that the alderman had 
not actually raifed the fub/titures. 
But fuppofe it was not fo, this was 
no crime in his clicnt’s corporate 
capacity. The alderman [ihould 

e been indicted, and the record 
of conviction might have operated. 
It an alderman was thus to be ou ted 
of his freehold contrary ro the great 
clrarter, where the fame parties 
were accufers, judges, witneiles, 
and jurymen, then a member of a 
corporation was in fuch a miferable 
ftate as no other citizen could pof- 
fibly be placed. If every circum- 
fiance which was * contra donas 
mores,” Was to be punifhed in this 
fuinmary way, perhaps g/utrony and 
drunkennefs (ot which crimes he did 
not prefume the corporation in 
queition were guilty) might be 
made grounds of a motion. He 
here likewife quoted a varicty of 
precedents analogous to his purpofe, 
particularly King and corporation 
Gloucetter, 5 Bulitrode—and Bags 
cafe in lord Coke. 

His client’s crimes had formerly 
been held up in the form of an 
Hydra, but they were now fhrunk 
into a Cerberus ; their being only 
a third charge, viz. that of impri- 
fonment for debt upon efcape war- 
rants. The liberality of the pre- 
fent day held bankruptcy to be no 
caufe of disfranchifement; how 
then fhould imprifonment; and 
this was clear in the determination 
of the Liverpool cafe, reported 2d 
Burrows, folio 723. He here, 
with great force and feeling, paint- 
ed the mifchiefs that might ari‘ 
from fuch a power being veited in 
corporations, as to disfranchife for 
involuntary abfence; what opinions 
had the citizens hitherto held ? 


had they been always fo ferupu- 
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loufly exact? Alderman Lee was 
four yeats abfent an agent tor con- 
grefs, then In open arms againit 
this country ; alderman Peckham 
abroad four or five years to recover 
his health : the late alderman 
Bri idcen had not attended duty fer 
mine years, only the Taft ad of his 
volitic il lite he had expiated all his 
oftences, alter trom neglect, by 
giving a cafting vote for the pre- 
fent worthy recorder (a general 
laugh.) Where were the disfran- 
chifements at that time ? On the 
contrary, his unhappy client, after 
being ruined by the American war, 
{tripped of his property by a fe- 
cond commiffion of bankruptcy 
(fince proved to have been iffued il- 
legally) had all the power and the 
vengeance of the corporation pour- 
ed forth upon him. Was not the 
prefent chamberlain elected an al- 
derman when under a more fevere 
predicament ? Mr. Garrow then, in 
a very animated manner, drew his 
concluiion, and craved judgment 
of the court to rettore Mr. \Vool- 
dridge to his feat amongtt the eld- 
ers of the city. 

Mr. Gibbs anfwered, in a very 
ingenious fpeech, in which he ad- 
duced two cafes, that claimed the 
attention of the court, in fuppoit 
of the th ird charge—firft cafe, King 
and ‘Truebody, a capital burgefs ot 
Let withel, in Cornwall, 2 Ray- 
mond, fo, 1275—-and King and 
Glyde, a member of the corpora- 
tion of Fxeter, reported in 4th 
Modern, to. 33. Both of thefe 
cafes went to this point, that a cer- 
porator being removed out of the 
Juritdiction, 
performing his duty, it was held 
good ground to remove him. Mr. 
Gibbs ufed feve other torcible 


arguments, and was replied to by 

Mr. Garrow. 
Lord Maasfi.ld.—The cafe has 
beeg 
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been well argued. He wos always 
defirous, that corporation quetiions 
might be defined with as much ac- 
curacy as poiible, The firtt. charge, 
refpe ting fir John Langhain’s cha- 
rity does not fecm to be a futficient 
ground, it is not charged to be 
done corruptly. The 
truc, was an offence as a juitice ot 
the peace, and therefore againit the 

general law of the land—mutt be a 

previous conviction. The latt head 

is of great confequenee. The two 
cafes, adduced by Mr. Gibbs, muft 
be well confidered. A man is not 

a corporator for his own fake— 

when he ceafes to be in a condition 

to perform the duty, the quettion 
is, whether he ought to remain. 

His lordflip therefore defired to 

have a further hearing on the third 

head, in the courfe of next term. 

Mr. juitice Buller. The firit 
charge, clearly no offeace againtt 
the corporation. The fecond, 
merely a fubject for common law, 
and therefore there mutt be a pre- 
vious conviction. The third, he 
defired a fa rther areument, to be 
treated under two heads; namely, 
firit, how far it may affect the pub- 
lic admin‘ fration of juitice ; ; fe- 
condly, to what extent it may mi- 
Ltate with the welfare of the city 
and corporation. 

Lord Mansficid affented. And 
thus Mr. Wooldridge has com- 
pletely fucceeded in the two mott 
Important points, and has only to 
wait until next term for a folemn 
adjudication of the third. 

Copy of a letter from the right hon. 
count O Rourke, to the 12 rhe bes. 
lord George Gordon. 

Cary-frect, oppofite Lincoln's Inn, 
Nov. 24, 1784. 
*¢ My lord George, 

6 I fhail be glad to know what 
motive or what intereft you can 
have in being fo vehement againit 


CIrIPATL 


fecond, if 





November, 


the ancient catholic religion ? Has 
your lordthip forgot that you are 
{fprung from ancettors who thought 
that we zy of thinking right; and 
that at this moment your aunt pros 
fefles it in all ite original torms ? 
That which was the religion of 
your family at fo late a.period as in 
the time of your grandfather, 
fhould not be reviled by you. Give 
me leave to afk what religion it is 
that you protefs, which recom- 
mends perfecution ? Surely not the 
Protettant! I acknowledge that I 
am, and all my forefathers were, 
Roman Catholic. My family can 
boait of pars jeu! before that of 
the Gordons—we!l known to the 
Britifh court, well known at all 
the courts in Europe—TI am at pres 
feat the chief of that family, and 
as I before obferved, profefs the 
fame way of thinking that they did 
in matters of religi on—but i am 
not for pe rfecution—men of late, 
of both retigions, have got a more 
liberal way of thinking ; toleration 
has diffufed itfelf over the world, 
and thewed men the folly of falling 
wut about religion, and that it is 
not any particular mode of worfhip 
that will open the road to heaven. 
What beeame of your lordfhip that 
you did not fhare or partake of 
that bleffing? Did you envelope 
yourielf in To great a ‘de ‘gree In ce 
thufiafm, as to prevent its ap- 
proaching you? In former times 
no wars were carried on, no difaf- 
fection to government, in fhort, 
no pilot, thought ever fo wicked,. 
but had as its covering the fecurity 
of religion. The intereft of the efta- 
blifhed church has been n, and you 
intend fhall again be your founda- 
tion for tumults, riots, murders, 
burnings, &c. &c. fimilar to thofe 
of 1750. Take care, my lord, 
hearken to my advice, defift from 
your late conduct; ict every man 
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go to heaven his own way; his 
majeity has not move loyal or better 
fubjects in his dominions than the 
Catholics; they have commiutted 
no outrage, they have not diiturb- 
ed the public peace, nor attempted 
to diitrefs the government of this 
eountry, when at war with many 
great powers. Forget that odious 
word, Papitt, which you fo tre- 
quently make ufe or when {peaking 
of the Roman Catholics; but 
fhould it endeavour to force up, 
take a cup of warm water, and wath 
it down again. I had the honour 
of being a captain in a Scotch re- 
giment in the French fervice; in 
st were men of ditlerent religions, 
yer we lived like iriemds, not iui- 
fering the difference of religion to 
create feuds and diffenfions among 
us; lord Lewis Drummond com- 
manded taat regiment—it would 
have been fortunate for you had 
you pafied a few years in it; it 
might have given you a more li- 
beral way of thinking, and kept 
‘ou out of a vait deal of trouble: 
it is not too late to mend; and 
when your lordfhip pleafes to call 
on me, I fhall be happy to enlarge 
on the fubject with you; and per- 
haps, if you are not predetermined, 
I may be able to convince you that 
you are wrong. 
] have the honour to be 
Your lordfhip’s mot obedient, 
Humble fervant, 
O’Rourke. 
P. S. I fhould be glad to know 
who this ofhcer of the Irifh Brigade 
is, that you fo pompoutly mention 
in your letter to Mr, Pitt; if he 
has quitted that brave corps with 
the approbation of his commanders, 
aad with the character of a man of 
honour, and is fo in reality, I am 
fure you can have no influence 
over him to make him join in your 
prefent fchemes. I muit allo ie: 
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mark, that when you {peak of the 
emperor, you fhould obferve the 
re{pect due to fo great a public and 
fo illuitrious a private character. 

27. The court of King’s bench 
was excecdingly crouded with au- 
ditors, anxious to hear the fate of 
Mr. Athinfon. At ten Mr, At- 
kinfon was conducted into court by 
the deputy-keeper and tipttafts. In 
4 quarter of an hour lord Mans- 
field, Mr. jutiice Afhurit, and Mr. 
juttice Buller, took their feats upon 
the bench, (judge Willes being ab- 
fent on account of the death of his 
brother.) Atter a few juttifications 
or bail, lord Mansficld called tor 
Mr. attorney-general, who imme- 
diately attended, and Mr. juttice 
Athurit, with great deliberation 
and folemnity, proceeded to pro- 
nounce the fentence of the court, 

The learned judge firtt obferved, 
that the defendant flood convicted 
of perjury, to the fatisfaction of 
the court and jury, and tiated thas 
it arofe from an affidavit made by 
him to ground a motion for an in- 
formation againft Willi #n Bennet. 
He then read the words in whicle 
the affidavit was couched. ‘The in- 
diéiment contained nine different 
aflignments, of which he was con- 
victed of lix, viz. 2d, 3d, ath, sth, 
6th, and gth. He then explained 
the feveral charges or affignments 
in the order they arofe, and took 
notice that Mr. Atkinion’s counfel 
had particulariy objected to the con- 
viction on the 4th, which refpected 
malt, and the ;th, an article of 
wheat, purchaled at 34s. 6d. and 
charged at 36s. But, ** admitting 
that theie alignments or counts 
were cone away, flill there were 
four remaining, and the malignity 
of the offence, whether to cover 
one fraud or many, equally tended 
to thew the de: raviry of the de- 
fendent’s mind.” 


The 





er ee 


eo. 


re 


-_<- —- —_ 


oo 








RIN 
The counfel had fet up two 


modes of defence ; firlt, they had 
created a diftin‘tion between fup- 
plics and purchafes; and in this 
inftance the defendant had rendered 
himfcit not only the corn-factor, 
but the corn-feiler. The com- 
mitiioners muft have been the mott 
unfai hful, or the moft ignorant of 
public fervants, if they had fuf- 
fered fuch a practice to prevail.” 
The jury were therefore well war- 
ranted in finding their verd:¢t upon 
the affignments that were attempted 
to be defended upon that ground, 

The fecond mode of dete nee was, 
thar all the over-charges were qua- 
lified by a balancing bill. «+ This 
idea, faid the learne md judge, is con 
trary to the bills themfelves,’ 
which were continually 
their prices. Befides which, the 
affidavit on which the conviction 
was founded, potitively avers that 
no more was charged on the feveral 
articles, than the price actually paid, 
which was utterly repugnant to the 
charge of an article of the 2¢ 
May, 1779. ‘Thefe balancing bills 
were made out merely by the de- 
fend int’s difcretion, altogether un- 
authorifed by the board, and were 
fubject to no cheque or controul. 
When the court defired that the 
books might be infpected, 
anfwered, they were dettroved. 
How the defendant had exercifed 
his difcretion, was plaip to the 
commiffioners and jury, the former 
having di charged him from his em- 
ployment, and the latter having 
found him guilty of the crime laid 
to his charge. ‘There was no plea 
of defence that the money was paid 
on account, becaufe the charges 
were regularly adjufted, and the 
fpecific fums to each article. 

The learned judge then conclud- 
ed in the tollowing words, “I thali 
not endcavour to aggravate you: 
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crime; for if you have any feel. 
ings, your fituation mutt be fuf- 
ficiently painful: and there remains 
nothing more for me to fav, but 
the aif agreeable necefhi ty of pros 
aoeee ne the fentence of the law. 

* You are to be committed one 
date year to the prifon of this 
court. You are to ftand in the 
pillory upon the Corn-market tor 
the fpace of one whole hour, be- 
tween twelve and two o’clock ; and 
you are to pay a fine of two thou- 

fand pounds, and remain in prifon 
until the fame ts paid.” 

Mr. Atkinfon ieemed exceeding. 
ly affected with this fentence, and 
tor a few moments looked ftedfattly 
upon the court, as if going to 
fpeak. He then made a refpectful 
bow to the judges, and retired with 
great fortitude. 

Extract of a letter from Kilkenny, 
Nov. 27° 

We hear that on Tuefday night 
a number of Whire Boys furround- 
ed the houfe of a farmer near Gow- 
ran, and demanded what arms he 
had in the houfe; on which he 
fired amongft them, when they all 


tied, except one man, who was 
found dead next morning of the 
wounds he received. It is fuppof- 


ed fome others were wounded, as 
much blood was tracked a confider- 
able diitance from the hovufe, 

30. The high fheriff of the 
county of Dublin, in Ireland, ree 
ceived his fentence from the court 
of King’s Bench, to be imprifoned 
for one w ind to pay a fine of 
five marks. 
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Much has been faid concernins 
the tamily of . unhappy youth 
now in Newgate, lieutenant Du- 
roure, late F. the horie-guards 
Blue, who ftands charged with 
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firing a pilol at ——— Sandon, 
efq. in the Long-Acre Bagnio. 


He is the fon of licutenant go neral 


Scipio Duroure, in the fervice of 


the king of France. This worthy 
veteran, who has been greatly di- 
ftinguifhed by his military talents, 
is at this time governor of Fort 
l’Efprit, near Avignon, in the 
South of France, and has the com- 
mand of a corps of 3000 men. 

—. In the will of John Barnard, 
(fon to the late patriotic fir John 
Barnard, many years father of the 
city of London) late of the parith 
of St. George, Hanover- -fquare, i in 
the county of Middlefex, efq. de- 
ceafed, dated the “th of November, 
1779, among other things therein 
contained, is as fellows: 

I give to capt. Thomas Baillic, 
late deputy governor of Green- 
wich Hofpital, five hundred pounds, 
as a finall token of my approbation 
of his worthy and difintere(ted, 
though ineffe ‘tual, endeavours to 
refcue that noble national charity 
from the rapacious hands of the 
bafeit and molt wicked of man- 
kind. 

1. A moft remarkable murder 
was perpetrated in the following 
manner, by a journeyman barber 
that lives near Hyde Park Corner, 
who had been for a long time patt 
jealous of his wife, but could no 
way bring ithome toher: a young 
gentleman | by chance coming inio 
his matter’s “fhop to be fhaved and 
dreffed, and, being in liquor, men- 
tioned his having feen a fine girl 
home to Hamiiton- ftreet, from 
whom he had certain favours the 
night before, at the fame time de- 
feribing her perfon; the barber, 
concluding it to be his wife, in the 
height of his frenzy cut the . en- 
tleman’s throat from ear to ear, 
and abfconded. 

1734. 
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Dec. 4 





Saturday laft three attachments 
were granted (unlefs caufe to the 
contrary is fhewn) by the cout of 
King’s bench, againit the three 
magiftrates who convened the frees 
holders of the county of Mayo, 
agreeably toa re quifition, for the 
purpofe of confidering of the ne- 
ceffity of a parliamentary reform, 
and to elect delegates to mect in 
national congrefs 


Extrad of a letter pom WW inchefiers 
De 


Latt night the ca of Sr. Afaph 
arrived at his father’s houfe at 
Twyford, wichin three miles of this 
city. At the end of the town he 
was met by a vatt concourfe of ine 
habitants from the neighbouring 
villase-, who for fome time pree 
ceded his carriage with incoliian 
huzzas, two men at their head care 
rying colours. 

When the dean was arrived with. 
ina mile of home, they took the 
horfes from the carriare, and in- 
fitted upon drawing it themiclves, 
which they did with great alacrity. 
It was near feven o’clock, and the 
evening naturally dark; but from 
every houfe ¢ being illuminated, and 
the refection from feveral bonfites, 
the whole horizon wa: enlichtened, 
and had a molt beautiful effeé. 
When the dean alivhted, he po- 
litely thanked his neighbours and 
countrymen for fo pleating a mark 
of their good wifhes and attention 3 

{ affured them, he fhould reflect 
with real pleafure upon the lon 
perfecution he had undergone, if it 
th. ruld ultimately be the means of 
fecuring and ¢ itablithing the facred 

rights of Englith juries. 
his was reccived with repeated 
acclamations. The populace then 
collected round an immenfe bonfire, 
(G) where 
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where an cfhgy, reprefenting the 
honourable intormer who has car- 
ried on the profecution, and 1s new 
bitterly lamenting the m tiage 
of his own malevolence, was at- 
tempted to be conveyed to the fire; 
but the detettation fuch a character 
muit be always held in, would not 
permit it to reach the flames entire ; 
it Was torn piece-mealy and thrown 
about. 

‘© The populace then retired to 
the public houies, and pafled the 
remainder of the evening in that har 
mony and joy which the triumph of 
innocence mult ever occafion in En- 
gliihinen’s hearts. 

“© PLS. We are given to under- 
fland that application will immedi- 
ately be made to the high fheritf, to 
convene a general mecting ot the 
county, for the purpofe of infiruét- 
ing our reprefentatives to fupport 
any bill that may be brought into 
parliament declararory of the gene- 
ral rights of juries.” 

6. Came onto be tried, in the 
court of King’s Bench at Wettinin- 
iter, before the right honourable the 
eark of Mansfield, and a fpecial jury 
ot the county of Middlefex, a caufe 
brought by David Wilmor, ctq. on 
of the juitices of the faid county, 
againit the printer of a morning pa 
per, when the jury, without going 
out of court, gave a verdict tor the 
plainolt, with 1001. dumazes. 

8. On cailing up the ferutiny at 
the Eaft India houte in Leadenhall. 
fircer, for the clect on of a director in 
the room of Charles Boddam, ef. 
deceafed, (exclutive ot five double 
ballots, which were of courfe thrown 
out as iliegal) the numbers tlood—- 

For James Moffatt, efq. 373 
Thomas Pattle, jun. efq. 285 
Majority 88 

—. A verdict was given in favour 

of Metirs. Adam, in a caule which 


car 


ry? &@ © { December, 
came on to be tried at Guildhall, 
beiore the lord chiet baron and a 
moit refpectable jury of merchants 
or London, 

As this caufe may be confidered 
the foundation of another re- 
markable tral, which has attraéted 
the attention of the public and which 
has been fo much litigated in the 
county of Kent, between lord Ma. 
hon and Metlrs. Adam, it may not 
perhaps be unacceptuble to our read- 
ers to lay betore them a fhort itate of 
the queition. This caufe was an 
ifue directed by the lord chancellor 
to be tried at common law, to de- 
termine, ** whether the works exe- 
cuted by Meilrs. Adam, the affig- 


as 


nees of Liardet’s patent ttucco, was 
done with materials made < agreeable 


to the explanation of the {pecifica- 
tion of the patent, and not contrary 
to any directions that Liardet the in- 
ventor, gave tor the manner of doing 
the work, and whether fuch werks 
fuiled;’? and it was further directed 
** that Metirs. Adam fhould be plain- 
tiits, and Liardet defendant; and that 
they thould give two months notice 
previous to the trial of the iniftances 
they meant to produce, ot work 
executed at different houies.”” Agree- 
able to this direction, tive inflances 
were given, and in the courie of the 
trial, the mott complete and conclu- 
liveevidence was produced by Meiirs. 
soy im, proving that the compofitio: i 

wv ttucco, was made up by Liardet’s 
own directions, and agreeable tO a 
table which he himfelt had dictated, 
and that it was chiefly made under 
his own imine diate infpection, w with 
the full quantities of every ingtedi- 
ent; thac the materials were the 
beit of their kinds, and purchated 
at the belt prices, and that the ftuc- 
co thus prepared was, in one in- 
ftanee, carried by Liardet himfelf, 


and laid on by a plaifterer whom he 
initructed,-and who laid it on un- 
der 
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der his immediate infpection. That 
this plaitterer initructed others, and 
was toreman at the feveral works in 
«uettion, all ot which the inventor 
Liardet had occahionally vilited dur. 
ing the execution of the work. 

The tailure of the itucce, on 
every one of thofe inflances, was 
clearly proved, and no attempt inade 
to contradict the fact, The Jurys 
without going out of court, gave a 
verdict for the plaintiff. 

The counfel tor Meffrs. Adam 
were Mr. Eritkine, Mr. Pigot, Mr. 
Wood, and Mr. Adam.—For Mr. 
Liardet, Sir [Thomas Davenport, 
Mr. Chambie, and Mr, Taylor: 
Attorney for the plaintitt, Mr. Wood, 
ot Nicholas-lane, Lombard-fticet 5 
for the defendant, Mr. Moulfdale, 
Brick-court, ‘Temple. 

10. At twelve o’clock, the trial of 
Robert Jofeph M‘Kenzie, captain of 
an independent Company on the A- 
frican fervice, tor the murder of Ken- 
neth Murray M‘Kenzie, one of the 
foldiers under bis command, at the 
fort of Moree, upon the eoatt of 
Africa, on the 4th of Auguit, 1782, 
came on before Mr. Juftice Willes, 
baron Hotham, and other commif- 
lioners, appointed by virtue of an 
act of the 33d of Henry VIILIi. 

The attorncy-general opened the 
tranfaction in a very candid manner, 
and called John Jones, who gave a 
very long, clear, and pointed evi- 
dence; but as fome objections were 
made to his teitimony, and Mr. 
Juttice Willes omitted it in fumming 
up the cate, we fhall proceed with 
the examination of 

John Mortimer, a private belong- 
ing to captain M‘Kenzie’s company; 
ot which the following is the fub- 
fiance: the witnefs knew the de- 
ceated at Fort Moree, five miles 
from Cape Coatt; he was a prifoner 
at large in the fort (having twice 
deferted); the deceafed had previ- 
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oufly acted as adjutant; the witnefs 
had heard there had been a quarrel 
between him and ciptain M‘Ken- 
zie. On a Saturday morning, he 
was futtered by the centinel toeteape : 
he heard the prifoner fay, Go, 
ferch that old rafcal Brooks, [I will 
flog him to deaths Serjeant An- 
drews, himfelt, and two other fol- 
diers, were feat in fearch of him: 
they went no tarther than a mile or 
two bevond Cape Coatt, fearing 
they might be taken prifoners ; 
could not find the deceafed, when 
they returned, and reported it to 
the prifoner, who immediately faid, 
he mutt bein the Black Town, He 
immediately ordered two fix pound. 
ers to be loaded, and fired upon the 
town; after the firing, the black in- 
habitants, fome of them, run out of 
town, others came to the back of 
the tort, to know the reafon of this 
fudden alarm. - Aldermah Watfon. 
Were they loaded with thot? Yes; 
he faw the mark left in one of the 
houfes. Next morning, at five 
o'clock, heard a great noife; and, 
looking over the wall, faw the de- 
cealed, with at lcatt 3000 blacks, 
coming tothe fort. “This was of a 
Sunday morning. The ceceafed 
was brought into the fort, and the 
prifoner bid terjeant Copeland to 
tell the deceafed bre had not an hour 
to live. 

The prifonet ordered two fponges 
and a worm to be lathed to the em- 
brafures, and ordered a gun to be 
hauled in. As they could not get 
ropes, they cut the halyards of the 
colours into three piecess Copeland 
was directed to fetch Murray M‘Ken- 
zie trom the blacks; as he was com- 
ing, he faid, Am I to be fhor, Iet me 
be fhot Itke a man, and not likea 
dog. He then put on his grena- 
dier’s coat. He was brought to the 
battlements, and defired to {pak to 
the captain, who would mot hear a 
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word, but faid, the deceafed was a 
traitor to his king and country. 
The prifoner bid the foldiers do 
their duty; they brought the de- 
ceafed to the gun, tied his hands 
with one piece of the rope, and his 
two legs, with the other two picces, 
to the gun; his hands were then 
itretched out acrofs the fponge and 
worm. The captain ordered the 
foldiers to tetch a cap; but there 
being none, the captain went and 
fetched hisown. Whilit they were 
putting it on, the deceafed taid to 
ferjeant Copeland, For God’s fake, 
bey for a halt of an hour to fay my 
prayers. It was refufed; but a 
little time was given, when they 
read part of the tuneral fervice and 
the Lord’s prayer. Plunkett, a 
foldier, was directed to ftand to the 
gun with a lighted fticke The deceaf- 
ed then faid, ** Oh, tyrant, tyrant! 
you are going to have your will of 
me, which you have wanted many a 
long day.” The cap was then pulled 
over his eyes, when he faid, ** For 
God's fake, have mercy upon me; 
good bye to you all, comrades, and 
God bdlefs you all.” He added, ** Re- 
member my lait fyllable; I went 
down to the black tellow at the gate, 
to get a little brandy; I drank it, 
went down tothe garden to take a 
walk, having becn fo long confined ; 
T fat down and tell faft aileep; 
when I woke, at dufk, and was com- 
ing to the fort, the blacks furround- 
ed me, confined me all night, and 
jurrendered me. I had not the 
teaft intent to defert, no more thin 
I have to eator drink this moment.” 
The prifoner waved his hand as a 
fignal, Plunkett touched the gun 
with the lighted flick, and the de- 
ceafed was blown over the wail. The 
men picked up his remains; the 
head and thoulders, with the heart, 
&c. and buried them. This being 
the whole purport of the evidence, 
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corroborated’ by all the witneffes for 
the profecution, it is needlefs to ree 
port the other parts delivered by 
Cooper, Brookes, and ferjeant Cope. 
land. 

After the evidence was gone 
through, (in the courfe of which 
the prifoner, captain M’Kenzie, 
made many very pertinent and fen- 
fible remarks) he was called upon 
for his defence, which partly arofe 
out of the evidence for the profecu- 
tion, It was couched in this way; 
that the deceafed had been a felon 
convict taken in the African corps, 
that he had deferted twice, and was 
plotting the death of the captain, his 
commander, and to furrender the 
fort tothe Dutch. The convicts i:t 
the party under his command, were 
in the proportion of fixteen convicts 
to five volunteers, 

It was very fully proved that there 
was a {trong idea of a confpiracy, 
and that the deceafed had been heard 
to declare to the other convicts, 
Now is the time, let us do him out 
and ovt. The captain had likewife 
faid, a day or twoarter the execution, 
My lads, if I had not done as I did, 
we fhould all have been deitroyed 
erc this. 

Mr. Daniel Monro’s teltimony 
went further; he faid that Cooper 
told him, about four months after 
the affair, (the witnefs fitting upon 
the identical gun) that the deceafed 
had faid in his hearing, in company 
with other conviét foldiers, Damn 
him, I have a piftol; and if that 
won’t do, anfwered ferjeant An- 
drews, I have a fword, Monro 
{wore that Cooper aflerted to him, 
that he intormed the prifoner of his 
danger. But Cooper being con- 
fronted with Monro, he denied the 
aflertion..—-General Townfend and 
captain Lane, gave the prifoner a 
good character. 

Judge Willes fummed up the evi- 

dence, 
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dence, and obferved the prifoner 
was not juitified by the martial law, 
He fhould have tried him by acourt 
martial, at leaft cailed upon him for 
» defence, particularly as it was 
coved there were places of fafety, 
poth at Fort Moree and Cape Coait, 
where the prifoner might have been 
fecured. But as to the juilification 
o4 tie ad being neceflary for felt- 
prefervation, that he left with the 
ury. 

The trial lafted from ten in the 
forenoon until fix in the evening, 
when the jury, after being out above 
two hours, returned their verdict 
Guilty, but with recommendations 
to his majefty’s mercy. He re- 
ceived f.ntence to be executed on 
Monday next; but it is faid is re- 
fpited tor a week. 

Captain M‘ Kenzie was licutenaat 
of an independent comp ny in the 
ifland of Guernfey in the year 1778, 
and, on the French fleet appearing 
off that coaft, in the courfe of the 
fummer, behaved with Tuch uncoim- 
mon activity, and fthewed fuch a 
laudable attention to the defence of 
that important place, that, previous 
to his embarking for England, he 
received the thanks of the principal 
inhabitants on the public parade, 
and many other tokens of their 
friendfhip and efteem. 

The above unfortunate gentleman 
is a native of the Highlands, and 
has been in the military line from 
twelve years of age His character 
was that of a martinet, (a rigid dif- 
ciplinarian) too obtlinate in his de- 
termination, but vigilant, active, 
and undaunted. 

Captain M’Kenzie was dreffed, 
on Friday, in a full {uit of black; 
his hair powdered, and a /a grena- 
dier. Heis a weil made, tall man, 
much pitted with the fmall-pox, 
and about thirty years of age. 

The unfortunate KennethM‘Ken- 
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zie, alias Jefferfon, for whofe mur- 
der captain M’Kenzie was convict. 
ed, had been bred a drummer in the 
third regiment of foot guards, but 
tulling in, about twelve years fince, 
with a gang of fhop-lifters, he was 
no lefs than three times capitally 
convicted at the Old Bailey; twice 
tor ftealing diamonds, and once for 
horfe fiealing; but always found 
triends to obtain a mitigation of his 
fentence for tranfportation. 

The fheriffs have laid claim to 
eleven thoufand pounds worth of 
goid duft, which captain M‘Kenzie 
brought with him trom the coaft of 
Africa, and which does not appear to 
have been transferred previous to 
his conviction; a circumftance ra- 
ther extraordinary, confidering the 
long time of his confinement, 

The theriffs alfo mean to contend 
for the 20001. fine which Mr. Ar- 
kinfon, the corn-contra¢tor, is fen- 
tenced to pay. 

ri. Av eleven o’clock came on, 
before lord chiet baron -kynner and 
a {pecial jury, at Guildhall, the new 
trial directed by the court of Exche- 
quer, in an action of damages 
brought by captain Sutton, of the 
I{is, againit commodore Johnftone, 
who commanded a fleet bound tothe 
Eaft Indies. The latter had put 
the former under arreft at Port 
Praya, alledging that the captsin 
had not done his duty inthe action, 
which took place with Monfieur 
Suffrein’s fquadron in that port, 
‘The new trial was granted at the in- 
ftance of the commodore, to relieve 
himielf from a former verdiét ob- 
tained by the captain on the fame 
action, tor five thoufand pounds, 
There being a greater number of 
witnefles than were, perhaps, ever 
examined in any caufe, the trial 
lafted all the day on Saturday, the 
whole night, and yefterday until two 
o’clock, when the jury gave a ver- 
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dia, in favour of eaptain Sutton, for 
fix thoufand pounds.—There never 
was 20 inttance, in this kingdom, 
before this, ot a trial for damages 
that occupied the attention of a 
court for twenty-fix hours without 
intermiffion, 

—. Thomas Wood and George 
Brown, weve feverally indicted for 
having topped fir Thomas Davenport 
and his lady on the Harrow road, be- 
tween A‘ton and Willefden, on 
Monday the eleveath day of Octo- 
ber lafl, at a quarter patt five, and 
robbed them of their watches and 
money, ‘he prifoners pleaded Not 
guilty, and put themielves on God 
and their country. Sir Thomas 
Davenport was the firft witnets ex- 
amined, and after relating the parti- 
culars of the robbery, depoted, that 
on the eleventh of November, ex- 
a&ly a month fubtequent to the 
ta&t, he faw the prifoners on horfe- 
back in St. Martin’s-lane; that he 
immediately recognifed their per- 
fons; was perfuaded they were the 
men who had robbed him and lady 
Davenport, and traced them to a 
houfe kept by Brown’s mother in 
Chapel-itreet, near Great Ormond- 
ftreet. ‘That Brown was fent tor to 
the office in Bow-tireet; that he 
readily told who was the perfon 
that had ridden up St. Martin’.-lane 
with him, and that Wood was then 
fent for and taken into cuttody; and 
after two examinations, both of 
them were fully committed, Sir 
"Thomas and his goacbiman and fuot- 
man, being bound over to profecute 
and give evidence. Upon his crots- 
examination, he faid, he felt the 
fulleft conviction in his own mind 
that the prifoners were the men who 
robbed him ; that he took fuch par- 
ticular notice of Wood, while the 
fact was committing, that he fhould 
have known him any where. This 
gyidence was corroborated by the 
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teftimony of the coachman and 
footman, and ftrengthened by the 
additional circumttance of one of 
them fwearing to the perfon of 
Brown and to the horfe of Wood, 
A fourth witnefs was alfo called to 
prove that he faw them on the road 
on the day of the robbery, ‘Fhe 
detence ftated by the prifoners cétn- 
fel was an ald: on the part of eath 
of them; in fupport of which a ¥a- 
ricty of witnefies of unimpeachable 
character and integrity, were exa- 
mined; and it was proved by them, 
beyond all quettion, that Wood was 
at his own houfe (the Affembly- 
Houfe at Kentifli Town) the whole 
of Monday the rith of Odtober ; 
and that Brown was at his mother’s 
in Chapel-itreet, from four in the 
aiternoon on that day, till he went 
to bed in the evening. Many per- 
fons of great credit, and of refpeét- 
able fituations in life, were alfo called 
to their characters, who fpoke in the 
higheft terms of bozh the one and 
the other. In fine, fo farisfied were 
the court and jury of the prifoners 
innocence, that both concurred in 
declaring it was unneceflary for the 
judge to fum up the evidence, and, 
therefore, without a moment’s hefi- 
tation, the jury pronounced the pri- 
foners, Not guilty. The counfel 
tor Sir Thomas Davenport, were 
Mr. Sylvefter and Mr. Shepherd; 
countel for the prifoners, Mr. Gar- 
row. We cannot mke a better 
comment on this extraordinary trial, 
than by faying, in the words of Mr. 
Baron Hotham, “ We hope it will 
tend to convince the world of the 
extreme fallibility of perfonal evi- 
dence.” Sir ‘Ihomas Davenport, 


his coachman and tootman, the learn- 
ed judge farther obferved, he was fa- 
tistied, had given their evidence fair- 
ly and conicientioufly, firmly be- 
lieving that the prifoners were the 
men who had robbed fir Thomas, 

but 
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but after what had been proved in 
court, there could not remain a mo- 
ment’s doubt of their insocence. 

16. Came on, before baron Ho- 
tham and the recorder, the trial of 
Lewis Henry Scipio Duroure, efq. 
(commonly known by the dittinction 
of count Duroure) for wiltully, ma- 
licioutly, and felonioutly, thooting 
with a loaded piitol at Tuxley San- 
don, efq. at the Koyal Hotel, Long- 
acre, which, by the ttature of gth 
Geo. II. commonly called the black 
act, is made a capital offence. Mr. 
Chetwood, countel tor the profecu- 
tion, opened the cafe in a very can- 
did manner, wherein he ftated the 
intimacy that fubfitted between the 
count and the profecutor, the elope- 
ment of the projecutor’s wife with 
the count to Portfmouth, and the 
other circumitances lately itated ; 
and called 

Mary Jones, a fervant at the ho- 
tel. dhe witnefs faw the prifoner 
in company with Mrs. Sandon, at 
the hotel on the 4th of October latt. 
Mr. Sandon, the hufband, was pre- 
vioufly in the houfe; the prifoner 
and the lady went up ftairs, The 
witnefs anfwered the bell; when fhe 
entered the room, the lady had pil- 
tols, one im each hand; witnefs 
heard her declare, that ** fhe would 
kill the firft perfon that attempted to 
come in. She would fooner die 
than go with him.” ‘The lady was 
drefed in men’s cloaths. Crofs- 
exanined by Mr. Erfkine-—‘* Do 
you recollect if the count had any 
pitiols?”? No; the witnefs did not 
recollect that he had. ‘* By whom 
is the Royal Hotel kept?” Aniwer, 
** By James Sundy and John Brew- 
er.” Mr. Erfkine addrefled the 
court, and pointed out a defect in 
the indictment, the fhooring bein ; 
flated to be done in the houfe of 
John Sundy and (ames Brewer. 
Baron Hotham infurmed the jury 
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that the profecutor was by no means 
obliged to defcribe the houfholder 
where the fact was committed; yet 
having done fo, they were, in the 
ftrictnets ot legal proceedings, oblig- 
ed to prove every part of the indict- 
ment, and the mifnomer was fatal, 
The count was, theretore, acquitted, 
and he bowed refpectfully and re- 
tired, 

Count Duroure was dreffed in a 
fuit of black, appears to be about 
28 years of age, and has very 
much the countenance of a forcign- 
er, with prominent lips, flat ‘nofe, 
&e. &e. 

19- This morning, at ten o’clock, 
a duel was fought near the ftand on 
Epfom Downs, by Mr. H. D, jun. 
banker, of Charing Crofs, aod 
captam Batterfby, ot the agth regi- 
ment; the former attended by gene- 
ral Garth, the latter by lieutenant 
Bourke, of the 28th regiment. When 
they came to the ground, it was 
agreed on, between the feconds, 
that the principals fhould ftand at 
ten yards diftance. Mr, D. fired 
the firit thot, but without effeét; af. 
ter which capt. Batterfby difcharg- 
ed his piitul, the contents of which 
entered at Mr. D.’s elbow, and 
lodged in the wrilt, trom which it 
was immediately extracted by Mr, 
Kennedy, furgeon, ot Great Queen- 
fireet, who attenied on the part of 
captain Batterfby. Mr. J. Hunter 
came as furgeon to Mr, D, but did 
not arrive till atter the operation 
was pertormed by Mr, Kennedy. 

The following letters will explain 
the nature of this tranfaction, 


Lerreer I. 
For the Moxnine Post. 


Ir is with the utmoft pain that I 
take up iy pen thus publicly to re- 
late @ tramsaction which lately hap- 
pened ; and as I fhall confine myielf 
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to facts, the public will make fuch 
comments on the bufinefs as they 
think fit. 

Mi:. L, a lady, whofe hufband is 
in a uilagreeable fituation, having a 
horfe to difpofe of, employs a perfon 
of the name of John Emerton, a 
ftabic-keeper, in the bufincf, and 
who accordingly applies to Henry 
Drummond, junior, efq. of Charing 
Crofs, who agreed to give forty gui- 
neas for him, provided he liked him 
on trial; and i: he fhould be maim- 
ed or blemifhed, the fame fhould be 
paid. Mr. D. keeps the horie two 
days, hunts him, and returas him 
lame, with five guineas for the ufe 
of him. 

Mrs. L. aflonified at fuch beha- 
viour, wrote to Mr. D, by Emer- 
fon, who returns her note unread, on 
being informed whom it came from: 
thus fituated was the affair when I 
Was made acquainted with the cir- 
cumftances ; a fuppofing Mr. 
Drummond, coolly contidering mat- 
ters, would nor retufe veafonable 
conditions to a female already much 
embarrafled, I applied to him firft 
in perfon, and afterwards by letter, 
but Mr. D. peremptorily retutes, 
on which I wrote him the follow- 
ing letter ; 

a3 Sir, 

*¢ T am forry to be neceffitated to 
addrefs you a third time upon the 
fame fubject, I hope you will do me 
the juftice ip believe, that as it is 
impoffible i could, before this in- 
flance, have known any harm. of 
you, fo itis alfo incredible that I 
can have the finalleft enmity to you. 
The affair that leads me naw to ad- 
drefs you being come to a point, 
you have only to chufe whether you 
will pay the forty guineas, and make 
a@ written apology to Virs. L. or have 
the affair put in the public prints. 

¢* I thall hope for your anfwer 
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by four o’clock to-morrow in the 
afternoon, 
** I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
** Your moft obedient fervant, 
* James Batrerssy.” 


Free Mafons Tavern, 
Saturday evening. 


“* P. S. I have a farther claim 
on you tor your expreflion to me, 
Sir, terming my letter an extraordi- 
nary one. An anfwer having come 
with Mr. Drummond’s pofitive re- 
fufal, I have to remark, that when 
young gentlemen act improperly, 
and inflead of behaving with {pirit, 
confult papa, fuch conduct renders 
them too contemptible for even 
perional chaftifement.” 


I fent this by my-fervant. who re- 
turned with a verbal meflage, that 
the note required no anfwer. I 
had nothing now left but to publifh 
the whole tranfaction, which 1s moft 
reluctantly done by 

James Batrersey, 
Capt. 29th reg. 
Free Mafons Tavern, 
Dec. 17, 1784. 


Letter Il. 
To the Editor of the Mornine 
Post. 
Sir, 

In anfwer to my publication in 
Saturday’s Morning Voft, I received 
the following letrer trom Mr. Henry 
Drummond, junior. 

Cocoa Tree Coffee-houfe, Pall 
Mall, Dec. 18, 1784. 
s* Sir, 

‘¢ In a letter for the Morning 
Poft of this morning, figned James 
Batre: foy, capt. 2gth regiment, dat- 
ed ;7th December, from the Free- 
Majfons Tavern, having in the pok- 
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feript thefe words: ‘* That an an- 
fwer having come with Mr. D.’s 
potitive vefatal, | have to remark, 
that, when young gentlemen act 
improperly, and inftead of behav- 
ing with ipirit, confult papa, fuch 
conduct renders them too contempt- 
ible for even perfonal chaftifement.” 
Now, fir, if you dare avow your- 
felf the author of the above, you 
will not fail to meet me this even- 
ing at three o’clock, attended by a 
friend, at the Ring in Hyde-Park, 
or any other place you fhall ap- 


int. 
e I am, fir, &c. ° 


Henry Daummonp, jun.” 


In confequence of the above, we 
met at Epfom, and conciliatory 
meafures having failed, tioililities 
commenced. As the public, per- 
haps, may think my conduct in 
this bufinefs wanton, | therefore 
think it necefiary to ftate, that hav- 
ing known Mrs. L. trom her youth, 
I was led to look upon her as my 
fifter: her forrows naturally became 
my own, 

Beauty in diftrefs claims fympa- 
thy from every heart, (and is, I 
believe, one of the moft powerful 
incitements that ever actuated a hu- 
man breaft not dead to fenfibility) 
how then could I fee this excellent 
creature in tears without feeking to 
know the caufe, and endeavouring 
to do her juftice ? 

It gives me pleafure to affert, that 
Mr. Drummond’s conduct on the 
ground was cool, fpirited, determin- 
ed, and gentlemanlike ; fufficiently 
fo, to do away any ideas to his.pre- 
judice, refpecting the _jormer part 
of his conduct. 

Thus, from the petulant dupli- 
city of a flable-keeper, an amiable 
young gentleman, the hopes of a 
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refpettable family, had nearly been 
loit to fociety ! 
lanes BATTERSBY, 
Capt. 2,th reg. 
Free-Mafon’s ‘Tavern, 
Sunday, igth Dec. 1734. 


20. The remains of the much 
lamented Dr Samuel Tohnion were 
interred in Weftminiter-abbey. The 
proceffion, confifting of a hearfe and 
fix with the corpfe, and ten mourn. 
ing coaches and four, fet out trom 
Bolt-court, Ficetiireet, a few mi- 
nutes after twelve o®lock, being 
followed by feveral gentlemen’s 
carriages, moft of the company in 
which, were in mourning. At pne 
o'clock the corpfe arrived at. the 
abbey, where it was met by Dr. 
Taylor (who read the tuneral fer- 
vice) and feveral prebends, and con- 
ducted to the Poet’s-Corner, and 
laid clofe to the remains of David 
Garrick, m: The principal mourn- 
ers on this folemn occafion were fir 
Jofhua Reynolds, Mr. Edmund 
Burke, fir John Hawkins, Mr. 
Colman, and the deceafed’s fairhiul 
black fervant. There were pretent 
betides, doctor Horfley, general 
Paoli, Mr. Stevens, Mr - Malone, 
rev. Mr. Strahan, Mr. Hoole, Mr. 
Nichols, and other diftinguifhed 
perfons. A great concourfe of peo- 
ple were affem! led, who behaved 
with a deyree of decency fuitable 
to the folemn occafion. 

—. The report was made to his 
majeity by Mr. Recorder of the con- 
victs under fentence of death in 
Newgate, viz. 

George Owen, for forging and 
publifhing, as true, a certain order 
to the afjay-mafter of the Gold- 
finith’s company, for the delivery 
of certain filver goods, left for the 
affiying and marking, with intent 
to defraud, 

Wil. 
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William Ryan, for felonioufly 
perfonating and affluming the name 
and character of the "beother of 
Jobn Hariuico, late a feamen on 
board his majetty’s thip Itis, and 
admin dering to a will, as his heir 
ani ‘¢eprefentative, with intent to 
detraud the lawful heirs or repre- 
fentstives of the faid John Har- 
vifon. 

James alias Jofeph Treble, and 
George Hands, for felonioutly a:- 
faulting Edward Rutter on the high- 
way in the parifh of Greentord, 
and robbing him of ss. and a filver 
watch. 

Charles Hughes, for privately 
fiealing in the thop of John Wil- 
fiamlon, in Holborr, a pair of fpun 
filk flockings, value ss. and up- 
wards. 

William Coombes and Thomas 
King, for felonioufly being at large 
in this kingdom before the expira- 
tion of the feveral terms for which 
they were ordered to be tranfported. 

Elizabeth Leonard, for feloni- 
outly afiaulting Hannah Boardman 
(being then in the cuttody of the 
keeper of New Prifon for an af- 
fault) putting ber in lear, and tak- 
ing from her perfon 4s. 6d. the pro- 
pe'ty of Samuel Boardman. 

Thomas }reeman, for torging a 
promiflory nore tor the payme nt ot 
rsl. as the note of D. Bowles tor 
Croft and Co. to Mr Thomas \Vi!l- 
ion, with intent to defraud Law- 
rence Pearfon. 

Villiam Morrow alias Murry, 
for ticaling a large fum of money, 
the property of Meff Drummond 
and Co, 

Robert Artz, and Thomas Gore, 
for privately itcaling in the thop ot 
Hyam Hart, in the parifh ot Sr. 
Martin in the Fields, a diamond 
sing, two enameled rings, a locket, 
&e, 


IPAL 


(December, 


Henry Moore and Richard Dodd, 
for felonioutly affaulting John Cot. 
ton, efq. on the highway near Pop- 
lar, and robbing him ot a filk purfe 
with two gold flides, two guineas, 
and a half crown piece. 

When William ee George 
Owen, James alias Joteph rreble, 
Richard Dodd, Henry Moore, 
George Hands, and William Ryan, 
weie ordered tor execution on Wed- 
nefday next, 

28. J. Mackintofh, jun. efq. thot 
himéelt in his lodgings at one of 
the horels in Covent-Garden. He 
Was a young man of character and 
diftinétion, lately returned from the 
Fatt-Indies, where he bad acquired 
a gentecl competency ; but trom the 
extravayaneies of youth, had ex- 
pended his fortune, and found him- 
felf in very embarraffed circum- 
ftances. He had ruminated on his 
fate with the greateft deliberation 
tor feveral days, and had conciliated 
his mind to that awful and horrible 
deftiny, to which his proud fpirit 
and precipitation hurried him. 
Haviny written feveral letters to his 
triends, and one to a paflry-cook 
under the Piazzas, to whom he was 
indebted about 2]. and whom he 
ordered to call on a certain gentle. 
man on Thurfd: ay next for pay- 
ment, mentioning at the fame time, 
that the psffol was at bir head, he, 
with the greateit compofure, feized 
the fatal inttrument, and put a pe- 
riod to his exiitence. He was a 
young gentleman of about nineteen 
years, upwards ot fix feet high, 
and of a handfome and agreeable 
My 

The following fix malefac- 
tors were executed before Newgate; 
William Ryan, for perfonating the 
brother of John Harrifon, late of 
his majetty’s fhip Ifis, and admi- 
niitering to a counterfeit will, with 

intent 
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intent to defraud faid Harrifon ; 
james alias Jofeph Treble, and 
George Hands, tor robbing Edward 
Rutter on the highway otf a watch 
and five fhillings ; William Coombes, 
for being at large before the expi- 
ration of the time for which he had 
been tranfported; Henry Moore 
and Richard Dodd, for affaulting 
cng Cotton, near Poplar, and rob- 
ying him of a filk purfe, two gui- 
neas, and half a crown.—The con- 
viéts came upon the feaffold foon 
after day-light, and after the ufual 
tine employed in devotion, during 
which they manitefled every ap- 
pearance of fincere repentance, the 
plattorm dropped, about twenty mi- 
nutes after eight o'clock, and launch- 
ed them into eternity. Moore and 
odd died with hands clofely clafped 
together, and they did not feparate 
till fome time after their bodies were 
quite motionlefs. Tuefday morn- 
ing at feven o'clock a retpite was 
delivered to the keeper of Newgate 
tor George Owen, who was ordered 
to be executed with the abovemen- 
tioned futferers, in purfuance of bis 


fentence, for forging and publifhing® 


an order for the delivery of fome 
filver work, the property of atradef- 
man who had fenut ic to be afflayed 
and marked, 

When the refpite for George 
Owen, fent from lord Sydney’s 
office yefierday morning, arrived at 
Newgate, the unhappy young man 
was haltered, and preparing for exe- 
cution, The moment he received 
the welcome tidings, he dropt upon 
his knees, and with great fervency 
returned thanks to the Almighty for 
his goodnefs, May fo proper an 
unpreffion have its due effect ! 

The unhappy wretches executed 
yefterday, were attended by Mr. 
Midford Young, the under theriff, 
and the proper officers, 


BIRTHS jx the Vear 1784. 


December 24. 1733. Her ferene 
highnefs the princeis of Wirtem- 
berg, of a prineefs. 

February 2. The right hon. the 
countefs of Weitmorcland, of a 
fon. 

4- The right hon. lady Algernon 
Percy, of two fons. 

12. The right hon, lady vif- 

ountefs Maitland, of a fon. 

14. The right hon. lady Louifa 
Macdonald, ot a fon. 

March 23. The right hon, lady 
St. John, of a fon and heir. 

May 2. Uer rovel highnefs prin- 
cefs Sophia Frederica, confort to 
prince Frederic of Denmark, of-a 
daughter, 

7- The lady of Philip Yorke, 
efq. of a fon and heir. 

June 13. The right hon, lady vif- 
countefs Chewton, of a fon avd 
hei. 

Yuly 15. The right hon. the 
countefs Traqua'r, of a fon. 

21. Lady Francis Alicia Benyon, 
of a fon, 

Auguft 6. Vilcountefs Stormont, 
of a fon, 

10. Lady of his grace the lord 
archbifhop of Cathel, of a fon. 

— Countels of Leicetter, of a 
daughter. 

24. Lady of the right hon. Wil- 
liam Eden of a daughter. 

—. Lady Page, of a daughter. 

September 2. Duchefs of Beaufort, 
of a fon. 

13. Hereditary princefs of Baden, 
of a prince. 

O&.9. Lady of the hon, Francis 
Talbot, brother to the earl of 
Shrewfbury, of a daughter. 

14. The princefs of Afturias, of 
a fon. 

—. Lady of lord George Caven, 
difh, of a fon. 


16, Right 
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16. Right hon. lady Deerhurft, 
of a fon and heir. 

22. Archduchefs of Milan, of a 
princels. 

28. Lady of the grand fignor, of 
a princes. 4 

Nov. 22. Lady vifcouniefs Gal- 
way, of a daughter. 

7. Lady of the hon. John Byng, 
of a fon. 

29. Lady Lewifham, of a fon. 

Doc 2. Right hon. lady Frances 
Morgan, of a daughter. 

Lately, the grand duchefs of Ruf- 
fia, of a prin.efs. 

14. Queen of Naples, of a 
princes. 





—_—_— 


MARRIAGES /n the Year 1784. 


January g. Col. Thomas Dun- 
das, of Fingafk, to lady Elizabeth 
Eleonora Home, elde daughter of 
the earl of Home. 

Feb. 5. Vhe hon. and rev. Ed- 
ward Venables Vernon, to lady 
Anne Levefon Gower. 

26. * sa Boyd, efq. fon of fir 
John Boyd, bart. to ifs Harley, 
daughter to the right hon. Thomas 
Harley. 

April 13. The right hon. lord 
Napier, to Mils Clavering, eldeft 
daughter of fir Thomas Clavering, 
bart. 

May 5° A private foldier in his 
Majefty’s royal regiment of horfe- 
guards, to lady Ligomer, the di- 
vorced wile ot lord Ligomer, 
=, —— Byron, eq. to the hon. 
Mifs Talbot, niece to the earl of 
Shrewfbury. ; 

7. The right hon. lord Clive, to 
the right hon. lady Henrietta Her- 
bert, fifter to the earl of Powis. 

14. Captain Hervey, of the royal 
navy, to the right hon. lady Louifa 
Nugent, daughter to earl Nugent, 
of the kingdom of Ireland. 
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June 9. The right hon. lord Sal- 
toun, to Mifs Frafer, daughter to 
Simon Frafer, efq. 

18, The ies a lord Landaff, 
to lady Catherine Skeffington, fifter 
to the earl of Maffarene. 

28. The hon. George Ferdinand 
Fitzroy, eldeft fon of lord South- 
ampton, to Mifs Keppel, daughter 
to the late bifhop of Execer, 

29- The vight hon. lord vifcount 
Falmouth, to Mifs Crewe, daugh- 
ter of John Crewe, efq. of Bolef- 
worth-Caffle, in Chefhire. 

Fuly 14. Cumberland, ef. 
to Mifs Hobart, daughter of the 
hon. Mr. Hobart. 

21. The right hon. William 
Wyndham, brother to the earl of 
Egremont, to Mifs Harford, natu- 
ral daughter of lord Baltimore, and 
late Mrs. Morris. 

25- Gabriel Piozzi, efq. to Mrs. 
Thrale, relict of the late Henry 
Thrale, efq. 

31- James Trail, efq. to the right 
hon. lady Janet Sinclair, fifter to 
the earl of Caithneis. 

4ugui 6. Thomas Ord, efq. to 
Mrs. Broderick, widow of Edward 
Broderick, efq. 

11 Right hon. lord Balgonie, 
eldeft fon of the earl of Leven and 
Meiville, to Mifs Thornton, daugh- 
ter of John Thornton, efq. of Clap- 
ham. 

17. The hon. admiral Digby, to 
Mrs. Jauncy, eldeit daughter of 
Andrew Elliot, efq. late governor 
of New York. 

21. The hon. Cranfield 
Berkeley, one of the reprefentatives 
in pathament for the county of 
Gloucefter, to the hon. Mifs Char- 
lotte Lenox, daughter of lord 








George Lenox, brother to the duke 
of Richmond. 

28. Lord St. Afaph, fon to the 
earl of Afhburnham, to the hon. 
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Mifs Thynne, third daughter of 
lord vifcount Weymouth. 

Sept. 9. Richard Pepper Arden, 
efq. his majefty’s atrorney-general, 
to Mifs Wilbraham Bootle, eldett 
daughter of Richard Wilbraham 
Bootle, efq. 

23. Montagu Wilfon, efq. to 
Mifs Hobart, eldeft daughrer of the 
hon. Henry Hobart, brother to the 
earl of Buckingham. 

28. Prince Charles of Mecklen- 
burgh Strelitz, fecond brother to 
her majefty, to princefs Charlotte, 
of Hetfe-Caffel. 

O€&. 4. Honourable capt. Dou 
glas, of the firft regiment of foot- 
guards, to Mifs Lafcelles. 

Nov. 10. Richard Langley, efq. 
to Miis Dorothy lg ge a 
daughter of the right hon. Henry 
lord Middleton, 

16. Earl of Eutton, eldett fon of 
the duke of Grafton, to lady Ho- 
ratia Waldegrave, fecond daughter 
ot the duchefs of Gloucefter, and 
filer :o the prefeat countefs of Wal- 
degrave. 

18. Reginald Pole Carew, efc. 
to Mits 'emima Yorke, only daugh- 
ter of the hon. John Yorke. 

24. Major Charles Boyd, nephew 
to the earl of Errol, to Mifs Halli- 
burton. 

25. Chriflopher Barnard, efq. to 
Mifs Fanny Clarges; niece to Tord 
vifcount Barrington. 

29. Thomas Bovet, efq. to the 
hon. Mits Seymour, daughter of the 
right hon. and rev. lord Francis 
Seymour, and niece to the duke of 
Someriet, 





DEATHS in the Year 1784. 


Dec. 5, 1783. In the eighth year 
of her age, her woyal highnefs made- 
moifelle of France, daughter of the 
{in our Occur- 


count d’Artois. 
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rences for 1783, this princefs was 
faid by miftake to be daughter to 
the mutt Chriftian king.] 

Lately, the right hon. John earl 
and baron of Wandesford in Ire- 
land, baron of Caftlecomer, anda 
baronet. The title is extinct. 

—. In the 7oth year of her age, 
her royal highne!s Frederica Louita, 
margravine dowayer of Branden- 
burgh Anfpach, mother to the 
reigning margrave, and fitter to the 
king of Prutha, 

8. The hon. John Damer, 
only brother to Jofeph lord Milton. 

g. Ia the 58th year of his age, fir 
George Savile, baronet, dceicended 
from the Saviles, marquiles of Ha- 
lifax. The title is extnét 

to. The hon. Letitia Sandys, 
daughter to Samuel, firit lord 
Sandys 

11. The right hon. fir Edward 
Walpole, fecond fon of Robert firk 
earl of Orford, knight of the Bath, 
and a privy counfellor in Ireland, 
He was, firft, fecretary to the lord 
lieutenant of Ireland; then joint 
fecretary to the treafury ; and, latt- 
ly, clerk of the pells in his majefty’s 
exchequer. Sir Edward was never 
marricd, bug has left three illegiti- 
mate daughters, 1. The relict of 
bifhop Keppel; 2. Maria, married, 
firft, to James, earl Waldegrave, and, 
fecondly, to his royal highnefs the 
duke of Gloucetter ; 3. "he countefs 
of Dyfart. 

15. In the 8oth year of her age, 
the right hon. the countefs dowager 
of Home, relict of William cari of 
Home. 

23. At Florence, in the 61ft year 
of his age, Charles Edward Louis 
Stewart, eldeft fon of James Francis 
Edward Stewart, the only furviving 
fon of king James II. He died 
without iffue, and has left behind 
him an only brother, Henry Be- 
nedift, born Feb. 23, 1725, bi- 


fhop 
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fhop of Corinth, and cardinal of 


York. 

26. In the 30th year of her age, 
the right hon. Amelia, baronefs 
Coniers, only furviving child of the 
late earl of Holdernefle. She was 
firft married to Francis Godolphin 
Ofborne, marquis of Carmarthen, 
by whom the had two fons and a 
daughter; and being divorced, the 
married, fecondly, the hon. capt. 
Byron, ‘only fon of admiral Byron. 
She is fucceeded in her title by 
George William Frederic Ofborue, 
her eldeft fon by the marquis of Car- 
marthen. 

30. The right hon. Henry Lid- 
del, lord Ravenfworth. He has 
Jefe iffue one daughter, married, 
firit, to the duke of Grafton; and, 
being divoreed, fhe married, fe- 
condly, to the earl ot Upper 
Offory. 

Lately, at Halifax, in Nova Sco- 
tia, the right hon. lord Charles 
Grevile Montague, fon to the late 
and brother to the prefent duke of 
Mancheiter. 

Feb. 13. In the 71ft year of his 
age, the rev. Jeremiah Milles, D.D. 
dean of Excter, and pretident of the 
fociety of antiqu aries. 

19. In the 83d yearof his age, 
the rev. ‘Thomas Morel, D. D. 
F.R. and A, S. S. rector of Buck- 
land, in Hertfordihire, and feere- 
tary to the fociety of antiquaries. 
He was the editor of Ainiworth’s 
Latin Dictionary. 

21. Sir Robert Harland, baronet, 
admiral of the Blue. 

. The right hon. Caroline, ba- 
rone{s Forretier, of the kingdom of 
Scotland, relict at the lare George 
Cockburne, cfg. comptroller of the 
navy. She is fucceeded in her title 
by her only daughter Anne Mary 
Cockburne. 

March 6. Lig rigtht hon. fir 
Thomas Sewel, knight, maticr of 
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the rolls, and member of his ma- 
jefty’s mott honourable privy 
council, 

8. The right hon. Catharine, 
countefs dowager of Litchfield, re- 
list of Robert, laf earl of Litch- 
field, 

ts. The reve Thomas Franklin, 
D. D. rector of Bratled, in Kent, 
and chaplain in ordinary to his ma- 
jeity. He had formerly been fellow 
of Trinity college in Cambridge, 
and Greek profeffor in that univer- 
fitv. He was the author of tranf- 
lations of I’halaris, Sophocles and 
Lucian, and fome tragedies, 

Aprilz, The mght hon, lady 
Aone Purves, fitter to Hugh, ca: ‘f 
of Marchmont. 

The right hon, Cadwallader 
Davis, lord BL. ayney, of the king- 
dom ot Ireland, ‘The title is exe 
tinct, 

—. The right hon. John, lord 
Annaly, of the kingdom ot Ire- 
land, lord chict jutlice of the court 
of King’s Bench, and one of his 
majelty’s mott honourable privy 
counfellors in that kingdom, 

4. Mrs, Wilkes, wife of John 
Wilkes, efq. alderman of Farring- 
don Ward without, chamberlain of 
the city of London, and member of 
parliament tor the county of Mid- 
dlefex, 

10. In the z>th year of her age, 
the right hon, Elizabeth, countefs 

ot Mansfield, daughter to Daniel, 
fixth earl of Winchelfea, 

14. The right hon, James, lord 
Rollo, of the kingdom ot Scotland. 

1s. ‘The rev. Thomas Wilfon, 
D. 1). prebendary of Wefitminfter, 
and rector of St, Stephen’s, Wal- 
brook, He was the only furviving 
fon of })r, Thomas Wilfon, lord 
bifhop of Sodor and Man, 

—. In the 76th year of his age, 
his ferene bhighnefs Maximilian 
Frederic, count of Konigfegg Ro- 

theii- 
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thentells, archbifhop and elector of 
Cologne, and bifhop of Muniter, 

16. On board the Sandwich 
packet, in his paifage trom Nevis, 
Richard Oliver, efq. formerly an 
alderman, and member of parliament 
for the city ot London, 

- The princefs of Tour and 
T axis, contort 
Octringuen. 

26. Prince Francis Adolphus, of 
— Bemburg Schambourg. 

The right hon, David Dal- 
eels 

28. The right hon. the countefs 

of Waldegrave, fitter to earl Gower, 

30. The prince bifhop of Liege. 

May 2. The honourable Mifs Bur- 
rel, only daughter of fir Peter Burrel 
and lady Willoughby ot Erefby. 

Lately, the right hon. the countefs 
of Kingiton, lady tothe prefent earl, 
and mother to lord Kingfborough. 

24. Catharine dowager lady vil- 
countefs Netterville, mother to the 
prefent lord vifcount Netterville, 

June 3- The right hon. Wilhel- 
mina Catharina dowager lady King, 
daughter of John Troy, efy. ot 
Brabant. 

4. Hon. Mrs. Needham, fitter to 
the prefent lord vifcount Kilmorey, 

8. The right hon. the counte(s 
dowager of Effex, mother of the pre 

fent earl of Efiex, and youngett 
daughter of the fecond duke of Bed- 
tord. 

t. Right hon, Catharine, coun- 
tefs dowager of Eymont, fitter to 
the earl of Northampton. The 
Irifth barony of Arden, enjoyed by 
her ladyfhip in her own right, de- 
feends to her eldeit fo 1, the hon, 
George Percetal, now orl Arden. 

is. Sir Barnard Turner, knight, 
alderman of Cordwainers’ Ward, 
and one ot the reprefemtatives in 
Parliament for the borough of South- 
wark, 

17. The hon. David Stuart, 
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of the late, and brother to the pre- 
fent earl of Moray. 

—. Sir George Vandeput, fo 
noted for his oppoiition in 1749, to 
the prefent earl Gower, as a candi- 
date for Wefiminiler, 

28. The right hon, the countefs 
dowager Harrington. 

Latcly, hon. page, Morres, 
brother to the late lord Mount- 
morres, and member of parliament 
tor the city of Dublin. 

July9. Matthew Buckle, ef. 
admiral of the blue. 

14. Mrs. Mary Dodd, reli& of 
the late unfortunate Dr. Dodd. 

18. Lord Guerafey, only foa of 
the earl of Aylesford. 

24. The hon. Mrs. ¥ alpole, wife 
to the hon, Robert Waipole, his 
majetty’s envoy extra diary and 
plenipotentiary at the court of Pore 
tugal. 

“Aug. 3 In the 8rd vear of her 
age, the hon. Mrs. Dawney, relict 
ot the hon. and rev. Godtrey Daw- 
ney. 

Lately, prince Frederic, eldeft 
fon ot the hereditary prince of 
Heile. 

—. His ferene 
Charics Auguttus Fredes 
fon of the duke of Deu X Ponts. 

10. Inthe grit year ot bis age, 
Alian Kamiay, cig. principal por- 
trait-paintet to their majeities. 

Sept. 2. Lady Campbell, relict of 
lord ‘Ww illiam Car mpveil. 

§- Mis Liniey, daushter of Mr, 
Liniey, manager of Drury-laae 
theatre. 

‘6. George Alexander Stevens, 
author ot the celebrated lecture on 
heads. 

g- Hon. J. Smith Barry, uncle 
to the carl ot Barrymore. 

hy John ‘anh Tylney, of 
kingcom of Ireland. 
extinét, 

29. Lady Catharine Gor.ion, 


cleett 


highnefs prince 


only 
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eldeft daughter of the earl of Aber- 
deen. 

Lately honourable Mr. Legge, a 
younger fon of the earl of Dart- 
mouth. 

Od. 9. Lady Anne ‘éton, lady of 
fir Richard A¢ton, and daughter of 
the earl of Stamford. 

ts. The right hon. John, earl of 
Waldegrave, vifcount Chewton, 
mafter of the horfe to her majefty, 
col. of the Coldftream regiment of 
foot-guards, governor of Plymouth, 
a general ot his majefty’s forces, 
and lord licutenant of the county of 
Effex. 

27. The right hon. countefs dow- 
ager Delawar. 

28. Princefs Juliana Maria, daugh- 
ter of prince Frederic, brother to 
his Danifh majetty. 

Lately, the right hon. fir Henry 
Aylmer, baron of Balrath. 

John King, the companion 
and friend of the celebrated captain 
Cook. 

Nov. 6. Richard Ofwald, efq. 
lately his majeity’s minifter pleni- 
potentiary ar Paris, to fertle a treaty 
of peace with the commiftfioners of 
‘the United States of America. 

11. The infant don Carlos, eldett 
fon of the prince of Atturias. 

12. The hon. Mifs Louifa Chet- 
wynd, daughter of lord vifcount 
Chetwynd. 

15. Anne, countefs of Dun- 
donald. 

zt. The moft noble Catherine, 
duchefs of Norfolk, confort to the 
prefent duke. 

—. Sir Thomas Frankland, bart. 
admiral of the white. 

25. The right hon. Anne, count- 
efs of Drogheda. 

Lately, the lady of lord Maffey. 

—. The marchionefs of Accoram- 
bani, fifer to fir William Murray. 

Dec. ©. lo the 84th year of her 
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age, Mrs. Hare, relict of the late 
bithop of Chichefters 

13. Inthe 76th year of his age, 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon, 

2@ /n the 89th year of his age, 
the right hon. fir Thomas Parker, 
formerly lord chief baron of his 
majefty’s court of Exchequer. 





PROMOTIONS in the Year 1784. 


Dec. 20. 19783. Everard Faw- 
kener, efy. to be one of his ma- 
jefty’s comn.iffioners for the ftamps- 
duties, 

26, The right hon. James Gren- 
ville, to be of his majeity’s moft 
honourable privy-council. 

30. Thomas Pitt, efq. the dig- 
nity of a baron of the kingdom of 
Great Britain, by the title of lord 
Camelford, baron of Boconnoc, in 
the county of Cornwah 

31. Heneage, earl of Aylesford, 
Thomas, lord Walfingham, and 
the right hon. William Wyndham 
Greville, to be of his majefty’s moft 
honourable privy-council. 

—. Thomas, earl of Clarendon, to 
be chancellor of the duchy and 
county palatine of Lancafter, . 

Lately, William Mitford, efq. 
to be a chief clerk of the board of 
treafury, wice F. Reynolds, efq. 

—. Rev. Ifaac Milner, M.A. 
F. R.S. elected Jackfonian profef- 
for, in the univerlity of Cambridge. 

—. Rev. Herbert Randolph, 
LL.B. to be a prebendary of Sa- 
rum. 

—. Rev. Thomas Drake, B D. 
to be chaplain to the archbifhop of 
Canterbury. 

Fan. 1. Philip, earl of Chefter- 
field, to be his majeity’s ambafiador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
to the king of Spain. 

2. Arthur Stanhope, efq. to be 
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his majefty’s fecretary of embafly to 
the king of Spain. 

—. Heneage earl of Aylesford, 
to be captain of the yeomen of his 
majefty’s guard. 

—. George lord de Ferrars, to be 
captain of his majetty’s band of gen- 
tlemen penfoners. 

—. John earl of Galloway, to be 
one of the gentlemen of his nta- 
jefty’s bed-chamber. 

6. Charles carl of Tankerville, 
and Henry Frederic lord Carteret, 
to the cffice of pottsmatter general. 

—. The right hon. Sir George 
Yonge, bart. to be his majefty’s fe- 
cretary at war. 

>. Philip earl of Cheflerfield, to 
be of his majeily’s moit honourable 
privy council. 

g. Lieutenant-colonel Henry Au- 
guftus Montagu Cofby, to the ho- 
nour of knighthood. 

13. The right hon. Thomas Kel- 
ly, to be orie of the juftices of the 
court of Common Pleas in tire king- 
dom of Ireland, vice Godfrey Pit, 
efq. deceafed. 

—. Sir Sanruel Bradftreet, barr. 
Alexander Crookthank, efq. and Pe- 
ter Merge, efq. to be juftices of the 
courts of King’s Bench and Com- 
mon Pleas, and a haron of the court 
of Exchequer in the kingdom of 
Treland, refpectively, in addition to 
the number of juftices heretofore 
appointed for the faid courts. 

16. Barnard Turner, efq. alder- 
man and one of the fheriffs of the 
city of London, to the honour of 
knighthood. 

176 Samuel Efiwick, efq. to be 
fecretary and regifler to the royal 
hofpital at Chelfea. 

20. George Auguftus Selwyn, 
efy. to the office of furveyor of his 
inajeity’s caftles, honours, lands, and 
woods, in England. [Thefe two ar- 


ticles were improperly inferted ia 
1784. 
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the promotions of the preceding 
year. ] 

31. Hugh duke of Northumber- 
land, to the dignity of a baron of 
the kingdom ot Great Britain, by 
the title of lord Lovaine, biron of 
A'nwick in the county of Northum- 
berland, daring his natural life, 
with remainder to his fceond fon, 
lord Algernon Percy. 

—. The right hon. Henry Free 
deric Carteret, to the dignity of a 
baron of the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, by the title of baron Carteret 
ot Hawnes in the county of Bed- 
ford, with remainder to the fecond 
and other fons of lord vifcount Wey- 
mouth. 

—. Edward Eliot, efq. to the 
dignity of a baron of the kingdom 
of Great Britain, by the tithe ot 
baron Eviot of Sts Germains in the 
county of Cornwal, 

—. Richard Gamon, ef. to be 
one of his majefty’s commiffioners 
“A the management of the duties on 

alt. 

—. Thomas Aftle, efq. to the of 
fice of keeper of the rolls and records 
of the court of chancery in the 
tower of London. 

Lately, the right hon. Ifaac Barré, 
to be clerk of the pells in the court 
of exchequer. 

—. Reverend Thomas Taylor, 
LL.B. eleéted profeflor of civil 
law in Grefham college, 

Feb, 9. Lord George Henry Le- 
nox, to be of his majelty’s moit ho- 
nourable privy council. 

10. The earl of Effingham, to 
the office of imafter and worker of 
his majefty’s mint. 

= Lord George Henry Lenox, 
to be conttable of the rower of 
London and his majefty’s lieutenant 
and cuftos rotulorum of the tower 
hamlets, 

—. The honourable John Tho- 
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mas Townthend, to be one of his 
majefty’s under fecretaries of ftate 
for the home department. 

—. Sir Edmund Affleck, bart. to 
be rear admiral of the blue. 

11. Charles duke of Rutland, to 
be lieutenant-general and general- 
governor of his majefty’s kingdom 
of Ireland. 

13. The prince of Wales has 
been pleafed to make the following 
appointments in his royal highnefs’s 
houfhold, viz. 

Colonel Hulfe, to be comptroller 
of the houfhold. 

Colonel Stevens and lieutenant- 
colonel St. Leger, to be grooms of 
the bed-chamber. 

Major Churchil and the honour- 
able captain Ludlow, to be equerries. 

21. The reverend William Bul- 
ler, D. D. to the dignity of dean of 
the cathedral church of Exeter, vice 
Dr. Jeremiah Milles. 

—. The reverend George Prety- 
man, M. 4. to the dignity of a pre- 
bendary of the collegiate church of 
Weftmintter, vice the reverend Wil- 
liam Stockwood. 

—. The reverend Edward Wil- 
fon, M.A. to the dignity of a pre- 
bendary of his majefty’s free cha- 
re of Windfor, wice Dr. William 

uller. 

—. Licutenant-general William 
Auguftus Pitt, to be commander in 
chief of his majefty’s land forces in 
Ireland. 

23. Benjamin Thompfon, efq. co- 
lonel of his majefty’s regiment of 
American dragoons, and James Pa- 
tey, efq. fheriff of the county of 
Bucks, to the honour of knight- 
hood. 

24. Richard earl of Mornington, 
and Thomas Orde, efq. to be of his 
majefty’s moft honourable privy- 
council for the kingdom of Ire- 
land. 2 
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—. Thomas Orde, efq. appointed 
by the lord lieutenant of Ireland to 
be his chief fecretary. 

28. Richard earl of Shannon, 
George vifcount Mount Edgcumbe, 
and Thomas lord Walfingham, to 
the office of vice-treafurer of the 
kingdom of Ireland. 

—. David Reid, efq. to be one of 
his majefty’s commiffioners for the 
receipt and management of the cuf- 
toms and other duties in Scotland. 

March 5. Jothua John lord Ca- 
rysfort, invefted a knight of the moft 
illuitrious order of St. Patrick. 

8. William Frafer, Stephen Cot- 
trel, and Evan Nepean, efquires, to 
be commiffioners for executing the 
office of keeper of the privy feal. 

—. John Edenfor Heathcote, efq. 
fheriff of the county of Stafford, to 
the honour of knighthood. 

16. James Stanley, efq. barrifter 
at law, to be p meae and one of the 
judges of his majefty’s palace court 
of Weftminfter. 

—. George earl of Orford to the 
office of ranger and keeper of St. 
James’s Park. 

20. Anthony Merry, efq. to be 
his majefty’s conful at Malaga. 

27. Ralph Heathcote, efq. his 
majefty’s minifter plenipotentiary to 
the elector of Cologne, to be alfo 
his minifter plenipotentiary to the 
landgrave of Hefie Caffel, 

—. The reverend Claudius Cri- 
gan, A.B, nominated by the duchefs 
4 of Athol to be bifhop of 
the ifle of Man and Sodor, wice Dr. — 
George Mafon, and confirmed by 
his majefty. 

—. Robert lord vifcount Galway, 
to be comptrollér of his majefty’s 
houfhold. 

—. The right honourable Wil- 
liam Wyndham Grenville and Con- 
ftantine John lord Mulgrave, to the 

office 
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office of receiver and paymaiter-ge- 
eral of his majefty’s forces. 

—. Lioyd Kenyon, efg. to the 
office of mafter or keeper of the 
rolls or records in chancery, vice 
Sir Thomas Sewel. 

28. Richard Hopkins, efq. to be 
one of his majeity’s commiffioners 
for executing the office of high ad- 
miral, wice John Modytford Hey- 
wood, efq. 

29. The hon. Richard Howard, 
appointed by the queen to be fecre- 
tary and comptroller of her mujet- 
ty’s houfhold. 

30. Richard Pepper Arden, es | 
to be his majefty’s attorney general, 
vice Lloyd Kenyon, efq. 

—. Richard Pepper Arden, ef. 
to the feveral offices of chief juflice 
of the counties of Denbigh and 
Montgomery, and juftice of the 
counties of Chefter and Flint, wice 
Lloyd Kenyon, efq. 

—. The hon. James Luttrel, to 
the office of mafter furveyor of his 
majefty’s ordnance. 
 MApril2 wo ae Kenyon, efq. to 
be of his majeity’s moit honourable 
privy council. 

3. Sir Richard Reynel, bart. to 
be one of his majefly’s commiffion- 
ers for the management of the du- 
ties on falt. 

7. Archibald Macdonald, efq. to 
be his majefty’s foliciror general, vice 
Richard Pepper Arden. 

10. The reverend Folliot Herbert 
Walker Cornewal, M. A. to the dig- 
nity of a prebendary of his majetty’s 
free chapel of Windfor, vice Dr. 
Thomas Hurdis. 

14. Henry Thomas Gort, of 
Newlands in the county of Buck- 
ingham, to the honour of knight- 
hood. 

16. Robert lord vifcount Gal- 
way, to be of his majeity’s moft ho- 
nourable privy council. 


23. Conftantine John lord Mul- 
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grave, to be of his majefty’s mot 
honourable privy council, 

26. The right honourable John 
Fotter, to the office of chancellor of 
the exchequer of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 

27. The reverend William Cleav- 
er, to the dignity of a prebendary of 
his majeity’s collegiate church of 
Weftminiker, vice doctor Thomas 
Wilton. 

—. Ifaac Heard, efq. to be gar- 
ter principal king of arms, vice 
Ralph Bigland, efq. 

28. Daniel Hailes, efy. to be his 
majefty’s minifter plenipotentiary at 
the court of Verfailles, in the ab- 
fence of the duke of Dorfer. 

30. The honourable licutenant- 
colonel Henry Fitzroy Stanhope, 
appointed by the prince of Wales 
to be a groom of his royal high- 
nefs’s bed-chamber. 

May 11, George lord Abergaven- 
ny, to the dignities of vifcount and 
earl of the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, by the tide of vifcount Nevil 
of Birling in the county of Kent, 
and earl of Abergavenny in the 
county of Monmouth. 

—. George lord de Ferrars, to 
the dignity of an earl of the king- 
dom ot Great Britain, by the title 
of ear! of the county of Leicefter. 

—. Henry lord Paget, to the 
dignity of an earl of the kingdom 
of Great Britain, by the title of earl 
of Uxbridge in the county of Mid- 
dlefex. 

—. Sir James Lowther, haronet, 
to the dignities of baron, vifcount, 
and carl of the kingdom of Greut 
Britain, by the title of baron Low- 
ther, of Lowther in the county of 
Veftmoreland, baron of Kendal in 
the faid county, and baron of Burgh 
in the county of Cumberland, vif- 
count Lonfdale and vifcount Low- 
ther, and earl of Lonfdale. 

—. Thomas lord vifcount Bulke- 

(H 2) ley, 
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ley, to the dignity of a baron of 
the kingdom of Great Britain, by 
the title of lord Bulkeley baron of 
Beaumaris in the county of Angle- 
fea. 

—. Sir Thomas Egerton, baro- 
net, to the dignity of a baron of the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, by the 
title of baron Grey de Wilton in the 
county of Herefurd, 

—. Sir Charles Cocks, baronet, 
to the dignity of a baron of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, by the 
title of lord Sommers, baron of 
Evefham in the county of Worcef- 
ter. 

—. John Parker, efq. to the dig- 
nity of a baron of the kingdom of 
Great Britain, by the title of baron 
Boringdon, of Boringdon in the 
county of Devon. 

—. Noel Hill, efq. to the dignity 
of a baron of the kingdom of Great 
Britain, by the title of baron Ber- 
wick of Attingham in the county of 
Sulop. 

—. James Dutton, efq. to the 
dignity of a baron of the kingdony 
of Great Britain, by the title ot lord 
Sherborne, baron of Sherborne in 
the county of Gloucetter. 

—. David earl of Leven, to be 
his majeity’s high commiflioner to 
the general affembly of the church 
of Scotland. 

—-. The rev. William Cecil Pery, 
D.D. to the bifhopric of Limeric 
in the kingdom of Ireland, vice Dr. 
William Gore. 

—. The rev. Chriftopher Butfon, 
M.A. to the dignity of dean of the 
cathedral church of Waterford, vice 
the rev. Cutts Harman, 

—. The right hon. John Scot, 
to be his majetty’s chiet juftice of 
the court of King’s Bench in the 
kingdom of Ireland. 

=. The right hon. John Scot, to 
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the dignity of aaron of the king- 
dom of Ireland, by the title of ba- 
ron Earlsfort, of Liffon-earl in the 
county of Tipperary. 

13. Lieutenant-colonel Charles 
Rooke, appointed by the queen to- 
be one of the gentlemen ufhers 
quarter-waiters to her majefty, vice 
Henry Reveley, efq. 

18. Henry Reveley, efq. to be 
one of the commifhoners for his ma- 
jefty’s revenucof excife, vice Charles 
Garth, efq. 

20. George Harrifon, efq. to the 
office of Norroy king of arms, and 
principal herald ef the northern 
parts of England. 

--. The rev. Philip Williams, 
A.B. to be chaplain t6 the honour- 
able the Houfe of. Commons, vice 
Folliot Merbert Walker Cornewal. 

28. Charles Booth, efy. high- 
fheriff of the county of Kent, to 
the honour of knighthood, 

June z. Commodore Richard 
King, to the honour of knight- 
hood. 

s. Francis Townfend, efq. to be 
Windfor herald of arms, vice George 
Harrifon, efq. 


8. Anthony Botet, efq. to the of- - 


fice of conftable of the cattle of Cat- 
tlemain in the county of Kerry. 

12. William Hanbury, efq. to 
be his majefty’s agent and conful in 
the circle of Lower Saxony and the 
free cities of Bremen and Lubec. 

19. George lerd vifcount St. A- 
fapb, appointed by the prince of 
Wales to be one of the gentlemen of 
his royal highnefs’s bed-chamber. 

29. Alexander Gordon, of Rock- 
ville, ef. to be one of the lords of 
his tes court of feffion for the 
kingdom of Scotland, vice David 
Dalrymple, of Weit hall, efq. 

30. John Barton, efq. appointed 
by the duke of. Montagu to be ae 
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ef the purveyors and granitors of 
the royal ftables, wice George Swi- 
ney, efq. 

July 3. Sir James Harris, K. B. 
to be his majeity’s envoy extraordi- 
nary and plenipotentiary to the 
States General of the United Pro- 
vinces. 

—. Alexander duke of Gordon, 
to the dignities of baron and earl of 
the kingdom of Great Britain, by 
the title of baron Gordon of Hunt- 
Iey in the county of Glouceiter, 
and earl of Norwich in the county 
ot Norfolk. 

—. John lord Talbot, to the 
dignities of vifcount aud earl of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, by the 
title of vifcount of Ingettrie in the 
county of Stafford, and earl Talbot 
of Heofol in the county af Gla- 
morgan. 

—. Richard lord Grofvenor, to 
the dignities of vifcount and earl of 
the kingdom of Great Britain, by 
the title of vifcount Belgrave im the 
county palatine of Chetter, and 
earl Grotvenor. 

—. Edward lord Beaulieu, to the 
dignity of an earl of the kingdom 
of Great Britain, by the title of 
earl Beaulieu of Beaulieu in the 
county of Southampton. 

—. The rev. Hugh Blair, D. D. 
and William Greenfield, to be joint 
profeflors of rhetoric and beiles let- 
tresin the univerfity of Edinburgh. 

6. Charles Logie, efg. to be his 
majefty’s conful and agent-general at 
Algiers. 

—. Francis Fownes Luttrel, efq. 
to be one of his majetty’s commii- 
fioners of taxes, vice Alexander 
Topham, efq. 

to. George Mordon, efq. to be 
his majefty’s conful in the iflands of 
Majorca and Minorca. 


17. The right hon, Gr John Bla. 
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quiere, K.B. and Robert Warren, 
of Crookftown in the county of 
Cork, efq. to the dignity of a ba- 
ronet of the kingdom of Ireland. 

19. James lord vif.ount Cliffden, 
and William Brabazon Ponfonby, 
efq. to be his majetly’s poft-matters 
general of the kingdom of he- 
land. 

—. John Lees, efq. to be fecre- 
tary; Lodge Morris, efy. to be 
treafurer, or receiver-general; John 
Armit, ¢efq. to be accomptant-ge- 
neral; William Fortefcue, eiq. to 
be relident furveyor; and Robert 
Shaw, efq. to be comptroller of the 
forting otfive in his majelly’s gene- 
ral pott office in the kingdom of 
Ireland. 

24. The right hon. Lloyd Ken- 
yon, to the dignity of a baronet of 
the kingdom ot Great Britain. 

28. The hon. William Wefley 
Pole, appointed by the lord lieute- 
nant of Ireland to be governor of 
the Queen’s county. 

—. Colonel Thomas Carleton, to 
be captai: .-neral and governor ia 
chief of .we province of New 
Brunfwick. 

31. William M*‘Connell, efq. to 
be commiflary of Wigtoun, wie 
John M‘Culloch, efq. 

Auguf 2. Sir Jobn Griffiv Grif- 
fin, K. B. called up, by writ of 
fummons, to the houle of peers, by 
the title of lord Howard of Walden. 

7. Countefs of Harcourt, appoint- 
ed by the queen to be one of the la- 
dies of ber majefty’s bed-chamber, 
vice ducheis of Argyle. 

11. Francis Wiiles, efq. to the 
honour of knighthood. 

14. Patrick Wilton, A. M. and 
F.R.S. of Edinburgh, to be af- 
fittant to doétor Alexander Wilfon, 
profeffor of pra¢tical aftronomy, 
aud obferver in Glafgow college, 
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and to the reverfion of the faid of- 
fice. 

zo. James earl of Courtown, to 
be treafurer of his majeity’ s houf- 
hold, and of his majetty’s moft ho- 
nour able privy council. 

21. Robert Waller, efq to be 
one of the grooms of his majefty’s 
bed-chamber, «vice major general St. 
John. 

—. Major general Adeane, to be 
one ot the grooms of his majefty’s 
bed-chamber. 

—. Hon. Keith Stewart, to be 
recciver-gencral of his majefty’s 
land rents and cafualties in Scot- 
land. 

September 3. Sir James Harris, 
K. 5. to be of his majeity’s mott 
honourable privy council. 

—-. Thomas lord Sydney, the 
right hon. William Pitt, the right 
hon. Henry Dundas, Thomas lord 
Walfingham, the right hon. Wil- 
liam Wyndham Grenville, and Con- 
ftantine John lord Mulgrave, of the 
kingdom of I eland, to be his majef- 
ty’s ‘commiflioners for Qc affairs of 
India. 

—. George Crauford, efq. to be 
commiflary, to treat with the com- 
miflaries of the moft Chriftian king, 
purfuant to the late treary of peace, 

—. Henry Hew Dairymple, efq. 
to be fecretary , 

18. Jofeph Frederic Wallet Def- 
barres, ene to be governor of the 
ifland of Cape Breton. 

O@ober 1. Augutius Rogers, efq. 
to be fecretary to his majefty’s board 
of ordnance, wice John Bodding- 


ton, ef 
sy. ¥ite royal highnefs prince 
Fie rederic bifhop of Ofnabruck, to be 
colonel of the Coldttream regiment 
of foot guards, wee general John 
‘lof Waldegrave, and to be a lieu- 
nian! in the army. 
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November 4. George earl Walde- 
grave, to be maficr of the horfe to 
her majelty, wice late earl Walde- 
grave. 

13. The rev. William Prefton, 
A.M. to the bifhoprics of Killala 
and Achonry, vice Dr. William Ce- 
cil Pery. 

—. John Jord Howard de Walden, 
to be lieutenant and cuftos rotulorum 
of the county of Effex, vice John 
earl Waldegrave. 

16. Charles earl Cornwallis, to 
be confiable of the tower of Lon- 
don, wice lord George Henry Le- 
nox. 

17s George lord Herbert, to be of 
his majefty’s moft honourable privy 
council. 

20. George lord Herbert, to be 
vice chamberlain of his majefty’s 
houfhold, wice George lord viicount 
Chewton, now earl Waldegrave. 

24. Granville earl Gower, to be 
keeper of the privy feal. 

27+ Prince Frederic bifhop of 
Ofnabruck, to the dignities of a 
duke of the kingdom ot Great Bri- 
tain, and an earl of the kingdom of 
Ireland, by the titles of duke of 
York and of Albany in the kingdom 
ot Great Britain, and earl of Uliter 
in the kingdom of Freland. 

30 George Grenville Nugent 
Temple, earl Temple, to the dig- 
nity of a marquis of the kingdom of 
Great Britain, by the title of mar- 
quis of Buckingham in the county 
ot bee ——- sgn 

- William earl of Shelburne in 
the kingdom of Ireland, and lord 
Wycombe, baron of Chipping Wy- 
combe in the kingdom of Great 
Britain, gnd K, G, to the dignities 

of a vifcount, earl, and marquis of 
the kingdom’ of Great Britain, by 
the titles of vifcount Calne and 
Caufton in the county of Wilts, 

earl 
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earl Wycombe of Chipping Wy- 
combe in the county of Bucking- 
ham, and marquis of Lanidown in 
the county of erfer. 

December't. Charles lord Camden, 
to be prefidefit of his majeity’s mott 
honourable privy council. 

18. Vere Hunt, jun. efq. and Jo- 
feph Hoare, efq. to the dignity of 
baroneis of the kingdom of Ireland. 


SHERIFFS appointed by his Ma- 
jefty in Council for the year 1784. 
viz. 


Berkfhire—Charles Dalbiac, of Hun- 
gerford Park, efq. 

Bucks—Richard Scrimphhire, of A- 
merfham, efq. 

Cantesiadotebis Chriftian, of 
Unerig, e/q. 

Chefhire—Thomas Willis, of Sweet- 
enham, efq. 

Cambridgefhire and Huntingdon- 
fhire—Thomas Shepheard, of 
March, efq. 

Cornwall—Jofeph Beauchamp, of 
Pengreep, efq. 

Devonthire—Thomas Lane, of Cof- 
fleet, efq. 

Dorfetthire—Ifaac Sage, of Thorn- 
hill, efq. 

Derbyfhire—John Radford, of 
Smalley, efq. 

Effex—Robert Prefton, of Wood- 
ford, efq. 

Gloucefterfhire—Giles Greenaway, 
of Barrington, efq. 

Hertfordfhire— John Thomas Ellis, 
of Widfall Hall, efq. 

Herefordthire—James Walwyn, of 
Longworth, efq. 

Kent—Charles Booth, of Steed-bill, 


eld. 

Lact berthiro=Chertes Grave Hud- 
fon, of Wanlip, efq. 

Lincolnfhire — George William 
Johnfon, of Witham on the Hill, 
efq. 
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Monmouththire—Chriftoph. Cham- 
bre, of Lliangfoitt, efq. 

Northumberland—Sir Fran. Blake, 
of Fowbray, bart. 

Northamptonthire—Richard Kirby, 
of Floore, efq. 

Norfolk—Sir Thomas Durrant, of 
Scottow, bart. 

Nottinghamfhire—Pendock Neale, 
of Tollerton, efq. 

Oxfordthire—Arthur Annefley, of 
Bletchingdon, efq. 

Rutlandthire— John Hawkins, of 
Brooke, efq. 

Shropthire— William Child, of Kin- 
lett, efy. 

Somerfetthire —Andrew Guy, of 
Enmore, efq. 

Staffordthire— John Edenfor Heath- 
cote, of Longton, efq. 

Suffolk—John Wenyeve, of Bret- 
tenham, efq. 

Southampton—Sir John Carter, of 
Portfmouth, knt. 

Surrey—William Alderfey,of Stoke, 
near Guildford, efq. 

Suffex—Thomas Dennett, of Ath- 
hurft, efq. 

Warwickflure—Jofeph Boultbee, of 
Baxterley, efq. 

Worcefterthire—Thomas Bund, of 
Wick, efa. 

Wiltthire—William Chafin Grove, 
of Zeals, efq. 

Yorkfhire—Wm. Danby, of Swin- 
ton, efq. 


SOUTH WALES, 


Brecon— Edmund Williams, of Ty- 
mawr, efq. 

Carmarthen— Robert Banks Hodg- 
kinfon, of Edwinsford, efq. 

Cardigan —William Williams, of 
Cardigan, efq. 

Glamorgan—John Richards, of E- 
nerglyn, efq. 

Pembroke—John Protheree, of E- 
germont, efq, 


(H 4) Rad- 
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Radnor—Bufhe Shelley, of Mi- 


chaclchurch, efq. 


NORTH WALES. 


Anclefey -Thomas Afnton Smith, 
ot Trefarthya, ¢'q. 


Carnarvon — Robert Wynne, of 


Lliarerch, efq. 
Denbigh——John Ellis, of Eyton, ef. 
Flint-—Thomas Patton, of Flint, 
efa. 
Merioneth—David Roberts, of Bia- 


ens ddoi, elds 
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Montgomeryfhire—Bell Lloyd, of 


Bodiach, efy. 


February 13, 1784. 
His Majeity in Council was pleafed 
to appoint the following theritts, 
V1Z. 


Bedfordfhire— William Goldimith, 
of Streatly, efq. 

Warwickthire—Francis Burdett, of 
Bramcote, efq. in the reom of 
Jofeph Boultbee, of Baxterley, 
eiq, 
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1784,] ( a23 ) 


PUBLIC PAPERS. 





Houfe of Commons, Jovis 27° Die Novembris, 178% 
Lift of the Minority and Mazority on the Second Reading of the Biil for vefling 
the Afairs of the Eaft India Company in the Hands of certain Comm) fioner 
for the Bencfit of the Proprietors and the Public, brought inte the Houfe by 
“the Right Honourable Charles Fames Fox, Member for Wefiminfler, Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs; and feconded by the Right Honourable 
Lord North, Member for Banbury, and Secretary of State for the Home 
Department. 


Aguint the Bill. For the Bill. 
Bedfordfbire. j St. John, St. Andrew 


Upper Offory, carl of 
AKF, fir W. ac 
W Whitbicad, Sam. Bedford 


a. Hartley, Winch. Henry 
Beri fire. } kiwes, Joha 
Neville, R. Aldworth Reading 
Powncy, Pen. Portlock Windior 
Aubrey, John ratte oe 
Archdeckne, Chaloner } Wallingtorg 
Grenville, hon, Tho, 


Buckinghamfbire. 4 y, erney, earl 
Grenville, hon. W. W, _ 
Grenville, James , Buckingham 
Mahon, lord Wycomb 
Ord, Thomas Aylefoury Bacon, Anthony 
Clayton, William Marlow 


Smith, Richard 


Wendover Smith, John Manfell 


Drake, William 


Dralee, William, jun. Amerfhare 
Yorke, Philip Cambridgefbire, 
Univerfiry Townfhend, hon. John 
Cambridge Mansfield, James 
Chefbire. Crewe, John 
Bootle, Rich. Wilbrah. Chefte 
Groivenor, Thomas aa 
Cornwall. 


Jervis, fir John 
Perceval, hon. C. G. i Launceiton 


Lefkeard Salt, Samuel 
Johnitone, George Leftwithiel Malden, vifcount 
Gafcoyne, Bamber Truro 


Againt 
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Againit the Bill. 


Hyde, lord 

fenkinfon, right hon, C. 
Cocks, T. Somers 
M‘Pherfon, James 
Pardoc, John 


Dawes, John 
Praed, William 
Smith, Abel 


Lowther, fir James 
Lowther, William 
Lowther, John 


Garforth, John Baynes 


Rolle, John 
Palk, fir Robert 
Boone, Charles 
Brett, Charles 


Baring, John 


Seott, Thomas 
Sykes, fir Francis 
Boyd, John 


PUBLIC 


Bodmyn 


Boffiney 


Helfton 
Saltafh 
Wettloo 


} Cameiford 


Penryn 
Tregony 


St. Ives 

St. Germain’s 
St. Micbael 
Newport 


Cumberland. 


Carlile 


} Cockermouth 


Derdyfbire. 
Derby 


Dewon lire. 


} Afhburton 


Dartmouth 
Okehampton 
Honiton 
Plymouth 
Beeralfton 


Plympton 


Totnefs 


Barnflaple 

Taviftock 

Exeter 
Dorfetire. 


Dorchefter 
Lyme 
Weymouth, &c, 


Bridport 
Shafetbury 
Wareham 


ru 72 2 Ss 


{ Hale, Francis 
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For the Bill, 
Hunt, George 
Mafterman, William 
Luttrell, hon. H. Lawes 
} Luttrell, hon. John 


s 


Cooper, fir Grey 


Baffet, fir Francis 
_Stephenfon, John 


Long, Dudley 


Hanger, hon. William 
Maitland, vifcount 
Fletcher, fir Henry 
Surrey, carl 


Curzon, hon. Nath. 

} Cavendifh, lord George 
Coke, Edward 
Cavendifh, lordG. H. A. 


Minchin, Humphry 
Wilkinfon, Jacob 
Darby, George 
Cox, Lawrence 
Payne, fir Raph 

} Stuart, hon. James 
Brown, Lancelot 

} Clerke, fir Philip Jen. 
Baffer, Francis 
Rigby, right hon, Rich, 
Bampfylde, fir C. W. 





‘neal 
eee ane © 


Damer, hon. George 
Ewer, William 

Fane, hon. Henry 
Steward, Gabriel 
Ellis, right hon. Welb. 
Beckford, Richard 
Mostimer, H. W. 


Againft 
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Againft the Bill. 
Bankes, Henry 
Bond, John 
Tempett, John 
Duncombe, Henry 


Pennyman, fir James 


Peirfe, Henry 
Graham, lord 
Robinfon, hon. Fred. 


Galway, lord 
Wilberforce, William 


Smyth, fir Robert 


Martin, James 
Apficy, lord 


Harley, right hon. Tho. 
Symons, fr Richard 
Scott, John 


Dimfdale, baron 


Honywood, Filmer 
Mariham, hon. Cha, 


Gipps, George 
Robinfon, Charles 


corre Caftle 


Durham 

Ebor. 
Aldborough 
Beverly 
Boroughbridge 
Heydon 
Knarefborough 
Malton 
Northallerton 


Richmond 
Rippon 


Thirfk 


York 
Hull 

Effex: 
Colchefter 


Harwich 


GloucefRerfbire. 


Tewkefbury 
Cirencefter 


Gloucefter 


Herefordfbire. 


Hereford 
Leominfer 
Weobly 


Hertfordfbire. 


Hertford 


Huntingdonfire. 


Huntingdon 


Kent. 
Rechetter 


Queenborough 


Maidftone 


i Canterbury 


Lancafbire, 


Lancafter 
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For the Bill, 


Mellith, Charles 
Anderfon, Evelyn 
Ambler, Charles 

+ core, Anthony 
Chaytor, William 
Duacannon, vifcount 
Hare, James 
Burke, right hon, Edm, 


Fitzwilliam, hon. G. 


Gafcoigne, fir Tho. bart. 
Thompion, Beilby 
Cavendith, lord John 


North, hon. G. A, 
Robinfon, John 
Dutton, James 


Barrow, fir Charles 
Webb, John 


Scudamore, John 
Knigh:, Rich. Payne 


Plumer, William 

Baker, William 

Hinchinbroke, vifcount 
; Ludlow, earl 


Pallifer, fir Hugh 


Gregory, Robert 
Hatton, George Finch 
} Frederick, fir Charles 
Rawlinfon, fir Walter 
Taylor, Clement 


Stanley, Thomas 
Bracdyll, Wilfon 
Rawlinfon, Abraham 


Again 
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‘Againft the Bill. 


Gafcoyne, Bamber, jun. 


Pochin, William 


Howard, fir George 
Sutton, George 


Wilkes, John 
Lewes, fir Watkin 
Wray, fir Cecil 


Hopkins, Richard 
Mackreth, Robert 
Knightley, Lucy 
Powys, ‘I homas 
Phipps, James 


Sutton, John 
Smith, Robert 


Hill, fir Richard 
Noel, Hill 


PAPER S&. 
For the Bill. 


Burgoyne, right hon. J, 

Prefton Henckene. fir Henry J 
Liverpool Rawlinfon, Heary 

r: Cotes, John 
Wigan { oe hen. Horatio 

‘ .ee, John 
Clitheroe Lifter, Thomas 
Newton " Davenport, fir Thomas 

Leiceferfoire. 
Leicefter Grey, hon. Booth 

Lincolnfhire. Thorold, fir John 
Stamford 
Grantham Cuft. Fra. Cockayne 


Bofton Burrell, fir Peter 


Grimfby Eyre, Francis 

— Vyner, Robert 
Cawthorne, J. Fenton 

Middlefex. Byng, George 


Newnham, Nathaniel 
London 1 Sawbridge’ John 


Weftminfter Fox, hon. Cha. James 

Norfolk. Coke, Tho. Will. 
Townthend, rt. hon. C. 

Yarmouth Walpole, hon. Rich. 

Thetford 

Caftlerifing Erfkine, fir James 

Northamptonfoire. 

Peterborough Benyon, Richard 

Brackley Cafwell, ‘I imothy 

Northampton Lucan, vifcount 


Rodney, hon. George 


Higham Ferrers Montagu, right hon. F, 


Northumberland. - ‘ 
elme, Peter 

Morpeth ; Storer, Anthony 
Berwick Vaughan, hon. John 

Nottinghamfbire. Bentinck, lord Ed. Ch. 
Retford Amcotts, Wharton 
Newark Clinton, fir Henry 
Nottingham Coke, Dan. Parker 


Oxon. Spencer, lord Charles 


Oxford Spencer, lord Robert 
Univerfity Dolben, fir William 
Woodttock Eden, right hon. Will. 
Banbury North, lord 
Rutlandfire. 
Salop. 


Againt 
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Againft the Bill. 


Leighton, fir Charl. 
Pulteney, William } Shrewsbury 


Wenlock 


Ludlow 
Br dgenorth 
Bifhops Cafile 


Somerfetfbire, 
Smith, Samuel, jun. Ilchetter 


Munk after, lord Milbourn Port 
Townfon, John ; 


Tudway, Clement Wells 
Bridgewater 
Pratt, hon. John Jeff. Bath 
Beautoy, Henry Minchead 
Hammet, Benjamin Taunton 
Brittol 
Thiftlethwaite, Rob. Hamp/bire. 
Portfinouth 
Newport 
Yarmouth 
Arden, Pepper ae 
Barrington, John } Newton 
Lyminzton 
Chrifichurch 
Griffin, fir John Griffin Andover 
Selwyn, William Whitchurch 
Petersfield 
Southampton 
Staffordjbire. 
Stafford 
Tamworth 
M‘Donald, Arch. Newcaftle 
Gilbert, Thomas Titchfield 
Rous, fir John Suffolk. 
Barne, Barne Dunwich 
Orford 
Aldeburgh 
Sudbury 
Philipfon, Richard Eye 
Bury 
Mawbey, fir lofeph Surrey. 
Gatton 


For the Bill. 


Clive, lord 
Davies, Somerfet 
Pigot, Hugh 
Clive, William 
Strachey, Henry 


Caft, Pe regrine 





(tzs} 


Bridgeman, fir Henry 
Forrefter, George 


Poulett, hon Anne 


Moytfey, Abel 
Halliday, John 


Daubeny, George 
ervois, Jerv. Clerke 
irfkine, hon. Tho: 


St. John, — 


Morant, Edward 


Burrard, Harry 


Frederick, fir Joha 


Middleton, vifcount 


Jolliffe, William 


Jolliffe, Tho. Samue? 


Sloane, Hans 


Lewitham, vifcount 


Monckton, hon. 


Ed, 


Courtenay, Joho 


Anfon, George 


Bunbury, fir Th. 


Ch. 


Beauchamp, vifcount 
Conway, hon. R.S. 


Crefpigny, Ph. Ch, 


Fonnereau, Martin 


Marriott, fir James 


Conway, H. S. 
Davers, fir Cha. 
Clayton, fir Robert 


Lieyd, Maurice 





Agrin&. 

















Againft the Bill. 
Norton, hon, Edward 


Thornton, Henry 
Lenox, lord George 


Herbert, Hen. Arth. 
Medley, George 
Kemp, Thomas 

Stecl, Thomas 
Shuckburgh, firG. A.W. 


Fleming, fir M. Le 
Lowther, James 
Pitt, William 


Bouveric, hon. W. H. 


Townfend, James 


Kenyon, Lloyd 
Wraxall, Nat. W. 
Pitt, Thomas 
Burton, Francis 
Gardiner, fir G. W. 
Eftwick, Samuel 


Selwyn, Geo, Aug. 
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Haflemere 
Bletchingley 


Guildford 
Southwark 


Suffex. 
Horfham 


Bramber 
Midhurft 


} Eaft Grinftead 


Lewes 
Chichefter 
UW arwick/fbire. 


Warwick 
Coventry 


Wefimorcland. 
Appleby 
Wilts 
Salifbury 
Chippenham 
Calne 


Cricklade 
Malmfbury 


} HBinden 


Old Sarum 
Heytefbury 


} Weitbury 


Wooton Baffet 
Luggerfhall 


Downton 
Worcefter/ire. 
Evefham 


Droitwich 
W oreetter 
Cinque Ports. 


Hattings 


Sandwich 


i 
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For the Bill. 


Kenrick, John 
Nichols, John 
Onflow, George 
Hotham, fir Richard 


Ofborne, fir George 
Stanhope, hon. H, 
Gaych, fir Henry 
Gideon, fir Sampfon 


Pelham, hon. Hen 
Wyndham, hon. P.C. 


Greville, hon. Ch. 
Ladbroke, Robert 
Sheffield, lord 
Canway, W. S. 


Goddard, Amb. 

Penruddock, Ch, 
Huffey, William 
Fludyer, George 


St. John, hon. G, R, 
Calvert, John, jun, 


St. John, Henry 
Melbourne, lord vifc. 
Conway, hon, H. S. 
Shafto, Robert 
Foley, hon, Edward 
Roufe, C, W. B. 
Rufhout, fir John 
Winnington, Edward 
Rous, Thomas Bates 


Ord, John 
Palmerfton, vifcount 
Stephens, Philip 
Sutton, fir Richard 
Againt 
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Againf the Bill. 
Jackfon, Richard 


Bulkeley, lord 


Fergufon, fir Adam 


Dundas, Henry 


Dalrymple, Hugh 


Elliot, Ed, J. 


Yonge, fir Geo, 


Dover 
Romney 


Rye 


Wales. 
Anglefea 
Brecon 
Cardiff 
Montgomery fhire 
Montgomery 
Havertordweitt 
Pembrokefhire 
Pembroke 
Radnorfhire 
Radnor 

Scotland. 
Aberbrothock, &c, 
Airfhire 
Argylefhire 
Berwickthire 
Crail, &c. 
Culrofs, &c. 
Dumbarton, &c. 
Dumtries, &c. 
Edinburg hthire 
Fifethire 
Haddingtonfhire 
Invernetsfhire 
Irvine, &c. 
Kinrofsthire 
Linlithgowhhire 
Cromartythire 


Orkney & Zetland- 


landfhire 
Perthfhire 
Roxburghthire 
Selkirk, &c. 
Stirling fhire 
Stranrawer, Xe, 
Wick, &c. 


TeLLeERs, 


St. Germain’s 
Honiton 
Taviftock 
Stafford 
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Henniker, fir Joha 
Dering, fir Edward 


Onilow, ‘i homas 


i Dundas, Charles 
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For the Bill, 





























Dickenfon, William 


Gould, fir Charles 
Mackworth, fir Herbert 
Owen, William 
Keene, Whitthed 
Kenfington, lord 
Owen, fir Hugh 
Owea, Hugh 

Johnes, Thomas 


Lewis, Edward 
Drummond, Adam 


Campbell, lord Fr, 
Scott, Hugh 
Anfiruther, John 
Campbell, James 
Craufurd, {che 


Heriies, fir Robert 
Skene, Robert 


Frazer, hon. Arch. 
Edmondittone, fir Arch, 
Graham, George 
Cunyngham, fir W. 
Rofs, George 


Murray, hon. James 
Elliott, fir Gilbert 
Cockburne, fir James 
Dundas, fir Thomas 
Adam, William 
Rofs, Charles 


Fitzpatrick, rt. hon, R. 
Sheridan, R. B, 
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1784.] 


Lift of the Majority and Minority in the Houfe of Lerds upon the Bill for 
wefling the Affairs of the Eaft India Company in the Hands of certain 
Comm ffioners, prefented at the Bar of that Houfe by the Right Honourable 
Charles ames Foxy Secretary of State. 


Contents. Vifcounts 
Archbifhops of Weymouth 

Canterbury Sackville 
York Bulhops of 

Dukes of — Salifbury 
Rutland Rocheiter 
Brandon Worcetter 
Chandos Cheiler 
Dorfet F xeter 
Bridgwater Lincoln 

Earls of — Litchfield and 
Salifbury Coventry 
Denbigh Lords 
Winchelfea Abergavenny 
Chetterfield De Ferrars 
Effex Percy 
Doncafter Paget 
Abingdon St. John 
Coventry Ofborne 
Galloway Romney 
Aberdeen King 
Dunmore Talbot 
Marchmont Chedworth 
Ferrers Vere 
Tankerville Grantham 
Aylesford Scarfdale 
Harborough Botton 
Macclesfield Beaulieu 
Effingham Camden 
Brooke Amherit 
Gower Thurlow 
Temple Brudenell 
Harcourt Walfingham 
Cornwallis Grantley 
Delawar Rawdon 
Radnor Sydney 
Chatham By Proxy. 
Bathurft Dukes of 
Ailefbury Leeds 
Clarendon Queenfberry 


Monday, December 15 
HOUSE of LORDS on the India Bill, it was moved to adjourn, 


Northumberland Caffilis 


Marq. of Lothian Lauderdale 


Earls ot 
Pembroke 
Stanhope 


Waldegrave 


Darlington 


Hillfborough 
Vifcounts 
Wentworth 


Courtenay 


Bithops of 
London 
Durham 
Bangor 

Lords 
Say and Sele 
Middleton 


Fortefcue — 
Hawke 18 


Not Contents. 


Prince of Wales 


Dukes of 
Devonthire 
Portland 
Manchetter 

Earls of 
Derby 
Suffolk 
Weftmoreland 
Peterborough 
Stamford 
Sandwich 
Carlitle 
Plymouth 
Scarborough 

erfey 
holmondeley 
Glencaira 


7 


Dartmouth 
Buckinghamfh 
Fitzwilliam 
Powis 
Egremont 
Iicheiter 
Spencer 
Mansfield 

Vifcounts 
Hereford 
Townthend 
Stormont 
Maynard 
Hampden 
Keppel 

Bifhops of 
Winchetter 
Peterborough 
Oxford 
St. David's 
Gloucetier 
Briftol 

Lords 

Audley 
Craven 
Boyle 
Cadogan 
Monfon 
Montford 
Sandys 
Ponfonby 
Walpole 
Sondes 
Pelham 
Vernon 
Cardiff 
Brownlow 
Harrowby 


ire 


Foley 
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Foley — Gordon 
Loughborough Athol 
Gage 57 Earls of 
Bagot wm Exeter 
By Proxy, Oxford 
Dukes of = Eglinton 
Bolton Rofeberry 
Marlborough  Suffex 
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Harrington Norwich 
Guildford Lords 
Hardwicke Willoughby 
Fauconberg Teynham 
Northington Ontlow 
Vife. Leintter Rivers -_ 
Rifhops of Bagot 23 
Carlitle 


Wednefday, December 17. 
*¢ That the faid Bill be fejeéted.” 


Contents. Lords 
As before 69 Grofvenor 
Deduct Milton onib 
Bithop of Ro- 7 
cheiter I — 
— 75 
68 : 
Add Proxiss. 
Duke of Aneafter As before 18 
Earls of Add 
Abercorn Earl of Oxford 
Mansfield Lord Dacre 
Vifcounts 2 
Stormont _ 
Howe 20 


~~ Stn 


Jot Contents. Vite. Montagu 
As before $7 Lord Stawell 
Deduct 4 
Prince of Wales —_ 
Earls of $7 
Egremont 
Mansfield Proxies. 
Vifc. Stormont As before 22 
4 Deduct 
-— Earls of 
3 Oxford 
Add Hardwicke 
Earls of Lord Rivers 43 
Huntingdon _ 
Hertford + 19 


— 








Narrative 6f the Proceedings of the 
Geatlemen and Freebolders of the 
County of Middlefex, in the Quef- 
tion of an Addrefs to be prefented 
to bis Majefly on the Change in 
Adminifiration. 

Monday, Januaty 19, and the 
following days, the fubfequent ad- 
vertifement appeared in mott of the 
public papers : 


No. I. 


To the Freeholders of the County 
of Middlefex. 


Gentlemen, 

In confequence of a requifition 
made to us, and figned by many re- 
{pectable freeholders of the county 
of Middlefex, “to call a mecting 
of the freeholders on Wedne(day or 

1784. 





Thurfday next, to confider of an 
humble addres to the crown on the 
critical fituation of the public affairs 
of this colgtry,”” we do appoint fuch 
a meeting to be held at the Shep- 
herd and Shephetdefs, near the 
City Road, on Wednefday next, 
the 2rft inftant, at twelve o’clock 
at noon. 
Barnarp Tuewer,. 
Tuomas SkiInwenr, 
é Sheriffs. 
London, Jan. 1784. 


No. Il, 


Wednefday, Jans 21, a numet- 
ous body of freeholders were con- 
vened at the se se and Shepherd- 
efs in the City-Ro.d. A litde be- 

(1) fore 
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fore one the fheritts came into the 
room, when there was a loud cry 
of «Chair, Chair.” Mr. Byng 
firit addrefled the trceeholders, fay - 
ing, that in one point he differed 
in opinion from his worthy col- 
league; tor he did not conceive 
that he could difcharge his duty as 
a member of parlament, if he 
acted in conformity to the inftruc- 
tions of his conitiituents, when 
thofe initructions contradicted the 
dictates of hs own mind; but he 
ever had and ever fhould contider 
himfelt refpontible for his parlia- 
mentary conduct, whereas, accord- 
ing to the principle profefled by 
his colleague, he (Mr. Wilkes) threw 
off all refpon!.bility from himielf, 
leaving his cont{iituents to bear the 
weight of any ceniure that might 
be duc to the repreienraive. He 
conceived that fufhcient notice had 
net been given for the fente of the 
county to be collected ; and added, 
it ever he acted, or ever fhould act, 
inconiiitent with the duties of his 
public ttation, he thou'd fubmit to 
Gilmifion with all the detercnce 
and reipect due to the opinions of 
his worthy conititucnts, to pro- 
mote whote imdividual and com- 
mon advantage was the firil object 
ot his wilhies. 

Mr. Byny was followed by Mr. 
Wilkes. Iu one point he difagreed 
wich his worthy colleague ; for he 
felt himself bound implicitly to 
obey the infiructions of his coniil- 
tuents ; it being expreiled an the 
writ tor fummoning parliament, 
that the king requeds the opinions 
of * his people ;” and by what- 
ever means were in his power he 
fhowld on all oceahons endeavour 
to collect the feutiments of his 
conftituents, which he would fup- 
port without regard to the fug- 
geitions of his own mind. The 
meeting had been called tor the 
purpote of agreeing to an addrefs 


PAPER §&. 


to his majefly on the prefent ardu- 
ous ftate of public affairs—W hat 
that addrefs flould contain, he 
would not prefume to hint ar; but 
if agreed to, he fhould confider it as 
his indifpentible duty to prefent it to 
the king. 

Mr. Townfend thought the free- 
holders had been haftily convened, 
and on account of the great num- 
ber prefent, propofed an adjourn- 
ment to fome open place: this was 
over-ruled, and atter a deal of noite 
and contufion the two therifts were 
nominated to take the chair.—Mr. 
fheriff Skinner thought he had not 
been rreated delicately ; a requiti- 
tion for the meeting was fent to him 
between eleven and twelve on Satur- 
day night, to be infec: ted in four morx- 
ing papers of Monday and Tuet- 
day. He thought himfelf bound 
to conform, but conceiving the no- 
tice not fufficient, he ordered infer- 
tion in all the evexing papers ; and 
initead of four, in the reit of the 
morving papers ; but whether pro- 
per notee had or had not been 
given, he would difcharge his duty 
impartially. 

Che queftion being loudly called 
for, Mr. Robinion movcd, that a 
committee be appointed to prepare 
an addrefs to his majeity. Upon 
which the recorder ot the city came 
on the table, and faid, that though 
a committee had been moved for, 
to prepare an addrefs, it had not 
been decided that any addrefs was 
neceflary ; and after being repeat- 
edly called upon for that purpofe, 
he moved, that an addrefs fhould 
be prefented on the prefent arduous 
ud critical ftate of public affairs. 

Mr. Skinner obferved, that it be- 
came the parties who had figned 
the requifition to the theriffs, to 
ftand forth, and avow their reafons 
for convening the frecholders ; in 
confequence of which the names of 
the ten perfons, who had affixed 

their 
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their fignatures, were defired to be 
called over. ‘lwo liits of commit- 
tees for preparing the addrtis, were 
now prefented to the fheriffs, that 
they might take the fenfe of the 
aflembly, as to which fhould be 
adopted. One was formed by the 
friends of Mr. Byng, and confitled 
of Mr. recorder of London, Mr. 
Brivon of Entield, and thiee other 
gentlemen. ‘Ihe other contifted of 
gentlemen, whofe political opinions 
were of a different ttamp, and whote 
addrets would have been of a ten- 
deney fimilar to that of the city of 
London. ‘The fheritts now put the 
queition for the tormer addrets, and 
declared the thew of hands to be in 
its favour. It is as follows: 

«¢ We, your majefly’s dutiful and 
loyal fubjects, freeholders of the 
county ot Middletex, aflure your 
majefty of our mott cordial attach- 
ment to your perfon and govern- 
ment, and our reverence for the 
conititution as eltsblifhed at the 
glorious revolution. 

«© We cannot refle on the very 
peculiar firuation of the country, at 
the prefent moment, and the me- 
lancholy ttate of the national debr, 
without reprefenting the neceflity 
that appears for the moft diligent 
and active endeavours of thote 
whom your majeity fhall think pro- 
per to entrult with the conduct of 
the public affairs, to relieve the 
one and to reftore the other; but 
we mutt defpuir of feeing their ut- 
moft exertions attended with the 
leaft fuccefs, uniefs they are affitt- 
ed and promoted by the co-opera- 
tion of your parliament. 

‘¢ Therefore confidering it as the 
beft pledge we can give of our af- 
fection and loyalty to your majefty, 
we moft humbly implore your ma- 
jetty to appoint juch an adminittra- 
tion as may pofiefs the confidence 
of your parliament and the public ; 


that by the meaus of their unned 
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efforts, fuch meafures may be pur- 
fued as may tend effectually to efta- 
blith the glory and happinefs of 
your majefiy’s reign, and perma- 
nently fecure the true interefts of 
all your dominions.” 


No. ITI. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the county of 
Middletex. 

Gentlemen, 

It having been fignified to us in 
writing by upwards of one hundred 
refpectable freeholders, that ** the 
room in which the late county 
mecting was held was not fuffici- 
ently large to admit the great num- 
ber of freecholders who came there 
to give ther voice:”” 

We therefore, in compliance 
with the requeit now made to us, 
do appoint a general meeting of the 
freeholders of this county, to be 
held on Thurfday next, the igth 
inttant, at twelve o’clock at noon 
precifely, at the New County-hall 
at Clerkenwell-Green, 

We are, Gentlemen, 
Your mott humble fervants, 
latent BS i ' Sheriffs. 
HOMAS SKINNER, 
Sheriffs-Office, Middlefex, 
Feb. 13, 1784. 


No. IV. 

At a meeting of the frecholders 
of the county of Middlefex, held 
on Thurfday the :gth of February, 
1784, at the Mermaid, at Hacke 
ney, by repeated public advertife- 
ments from the fheriffs, an addrefs 
was read and propoied by Mr. 
Horne Tooke, which being heied- 
ed, the queftion was put thereupon, 
and carried in the negative. 

A motion was then made, and 
feconded, to adjourn, which, upon 
a divifion, was negatived. 

Mr. Mainwaring then propofed 
and read an addrefs to his majefty, 

(1 2) which 
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which being feconded, pailed in the 
affirmative, by a conlidcrable ma- 
jority. 

A motion was then made, and fe- 
conded, that this addrefs be fairly 
tranicribed, figned by the therifts, 
and delivered by them to the mem- 
bers for the county, to be prefented 
to his majefty, which was carried in 
the affirmative by a great majority. 

The meeting then came to the 
following refolutions : 

Refolved, by a very confider- 
able majority, ‘That the endeavours 
of the late minifters, and their ad- 
herents, to impede the bufinefs of 
the nation for fome weeks paft, ap- 
pears to have been founded on pri- 
vate, interefted and factious mo- 
tives, and not in public principles. 

Refolved, by a very confiderable 
majority, That his majeily in his 
wildom and juftice, having been 
pleafed to remove his late minitters, 
the attempt to conftrain him to re- 
ftore them to office, is an encroach- 
ment on the juit and legal prero- 
gative of the crown, and appears 
to be contrary to the unanimous 
fenfe of the whole kingdom. 

Refolved, by a very great ma- 
jority, ‘That the reprefentatives of 
this county in parliament be in- 
ftructed ftrenuoutly to oppofe every 
encroachment on the juit and fair 
prerogatives of the crown, no lefs 
than the inalienable rights and li- 
berties of the people, to preferve 
the equal balance of power, fo 
wifely e(tablithed by the conttitu- 
tion, among the three branches of 
the legiilature, and to carry on 
with immediate and unremitted di- 
ligence and difpatch, the great na- 
tional bufinefs now depending in 
parliament, particularly that of the 
tupplies, fo effentially neceffary to 
the fupport of ail government, and 
the preiervation af ublic credit. 


Refolved, unanimoufly, That 
we will unremittingly perfevere in 
, 
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our exertions to procure an effeMual 
and fubftantial reiorm of parlia- 
ment, in order that the commons 
houlfe of parliament may have a 
common intereft with, and may 
{peak the voice of the people. _ 

Refolved, by a very great majo- 
rity, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to John Wilkes, eiq. 
for his manly and uniform conduct 
in parliament, and in particular in 
his oppotition to the Eait-India 
Reform Bill, and alfo to the Re- 
ceipt Act, and that he be requetted 
to ufe his utmott endeavours for a 
more equal reprefentation of the 
people, and for fhortening the du- 
ration of parliaments. 

Refolved, unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of the meeting be given 
to the theriffs, for their fair and im- 
partial conduct in this meeting. 

Refolved, That the proceedings 
of this mecting be inferted in the 
public papers, figned by the flerifts. 

Barnarp Turner, 
Tuomas SKINNER. 





Narrative of the Proceedings of the 
Inhabitants of the City of Weft- 
minfler, in the Queflion of an Ad- 
drefs to be prefented to his Majefly 
on the Change in Adminiftration. 


On Monday, Feb. 2, an addrefs 
was prefented to the hing, purport- 
ing to be the addrefs of the dean, 
fteward, burgefles, &c. of Weit- 
mintler, and thanking his majefly 
for the removal of his late minifters. 
This addrefs was figned by 2834 
perfons. It was animadverted on 
in the following advertifement. 


No. I. 


At a numerous and refpectable 
meeting of the electors of Weft- 
miniter, affembied at the Shake- 
fpear tavern, Covent-Garden, on 


Thurfday, Feb. 5, 1784. 
Tuo- 
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Tuomas Byron, efq. in the chair. 
The following retfolutions were 
propofed and patfed unanimoutly : 
Refolved, ‘That it is the opinion 
of this mecting, that any addrefs, 
affluming fignatures without the 
expre{s confent of the parties, or 
obtaned by private folicitation, 
without public notice, is contrary 
so the ufual open and conilitutional 
mode of addretling the crown, and 
an impofition on the country, 
Retolved, That it is the opinion 
of this meeting, that the puarlia- 
mentary conduct of the right hon. 
Charles James Fox has been con- 
fonant to the practice and principles 
as ettablifhed at the glorious revo- 
dution, and fuch as to entitle him 
to the continuance and periect 
elicem and contidence of his conit- 
tuents. 
Tuomas Byron, Chairman, 
This advertifement was immedi- 
ately followed up by an invitation 
of the electors of Wcitminiter toa 
general meeting in Weflminiter- 
hall, on Tuefday, Feb. 10. ihe 
fubfequent advertifement appeare 
by way of rejoinder. 


No. II. 
Feb. 7. 
To the worthy and independent 

Electors of the City and Liber- 

ties of Weftminfter. 

The friends of Public Liberty 
are earnefily requefted to come for- 
ward on Tuefday next, and by at- 
tending the general meeting in 
Wettminfter-hail, at eleven o’clock 
in the forenoon, prevent any im- 
proper advantage being taken by a 
defperate and degraded faction, and 
like men who are determined to 
fupport their own independence, 
refiit an addre’s exprefsly contra- 
dictory to their own free fentiments 
and the general voice of the inha- 
bitants of Wettminfler, 
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No. III, 
Gencral Meeting of the Electors 
of Weitminiter. 

The fittings of the courts of juf- 
tice having made it neceffary to 
poitpone the meeting of the elec- 
tors of Weftminfter, as originally 
propeied for to-morrow, the 10th 
inttant, notice is hereby given, that 
the faid mecting will be held on Sa- 
turday next, the 14th inftant, (be- 
ing the firit day on which the hall 
will be difengaged) when the inde- 
pendent electors ate requetted to 
attend, in order to conlider of an 
humble addrefs to his majeity on 
the prefent critical fituation of pub- 
lic affairs. 

Feb. 9, Tuomas Byron, 
1784. Chairman. 
No. IV. 

Monday, Feb. 9, 1784. 
To the worthy and independant 
Electors of Weiminiter. 
Gent!emen, 

The moment the refolves of the 
meeting at the Shakfpeare, on 
Thurfday night laft, were mace 
known, many clectors of \\ eftmin- 
fier who had taken an active part in 
the late addrefs to his majefty, de- 
termined to artend the meeting call- 
ed for to-morrow in Wetiminfter- 
hall, in order to avow and juilify 
every fiep they had taken in that 
bulinefs. 

In confequence of a miftake be- 
ing difcovered, the chairman of the 
Shakfpeare meeting has revoked 
the invitation for to-morrow, in- 
tending to fix on fome other place, 
or to put it off to a later day. 

This, it is trufted, will not pre- 
vent the eleétors of Weftminfier 
from meeting in the Court of Re- 
quetts, Weitmintier-hall, to-mor- 
row, the icth inftant, by half after 
eleven, in order publicly and tem- 
perately to conlider of meaferes 


(1 3) pro- 
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proper to be taken in the prefent 
unhappy fitua ion of affairs. 
Many Llectors of Wefininfter, 
No. Vv. 
To the worthy Electors of the City 
of Wettminier. 

As it appears to be the determi- 
nation of the friends to the general 
meeting of the electors of Weit- 
miniter, to be held fairly and 
openly in Weitminiter hall, on Sa- 
turday next, at twelve o’clock, to 
take no notice of the fcurrilous and 
inflammatory hand-bills, circulated 
by the fupporters of the late ad- 
drefs from the high tteward and 
court of burgefles, an impartial 
elector defires only to draw the at- 
tention of the candid and indepen- 
dent inhabitants of this city to the 
different conduct of the two par- 
tics. By one fide, a general and 
public meeting, agreeable to the 
ufage and practice in this city, is 
appealed to, and the firit day on 
which Wettminfter-hall can be had 
(the only proper place for fuch a 
meeting) is fixed on. By the other 
fide, a new and extraordinary de- 
vice is practifed, of privately voting 
an addrefs from the high fieward of 
Weitminiler, the dean, and a cer- 
tain court of burgefles, who, or 
what they are, noiman knows! On 
one fide again we hear ot no vio- 
lence in the proceeding, but on the 
contrary, a decent and refpectful 
advertifement, calling impartially 
on all the electors, is put forth, and 
every thing is done, at the meeting 
where it originates, to difcourage 
tumult, and to protect from infult 
thofe who differ in opinion from 
that meeting. On the other fide, 
@ partial and anonymous mect 
ing is attempted to be obtained by 
atrick in the Court of Requeits ; 
the moft abufive and inflammatory 
hand-bills are fent about, and the 
declaged object is, that a fmuggled 
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addrefs, obtained by private ma- 
nagement, fhall be tupported by 
direét and open tumult. It would 
be an affront to the good fente of 
the electors of Weitmintter, to atk 
which party proceeds in the fairett 
manner, or on which fide there 
feems a con{cioufnets of a rotten 
cauic ? 
An Impartial Elector. 

Feb. 10, 17546 

It is almott unneceffury to cau- 
tion the triends to Mr. Fox, or 
thofe who defire a tatr ge neral meet- 
ing in Weitminiter-hall, not to at- 
tend an anonymous eall in the 
Court ot Requests this day, addreil- 
ed only tothe fupporiers of the 
late addrefs. 

On Tuefday, Feb. 10, a confi- 
derable number of perfons being 
affembled in the Court of Requetts, 
fir Cecil Wray was placed in the 
chair, and commenced the bufine!s 
with a declaration of his conduct 
in parliament, and hoped it had 
merited their approbation ; this de- 
claration was received with the 
greateft applauie, and every tetti- 
mony that was due to the cxem- 
plary conduct of their worthy re- 
yrelentative, 

Lord Mahon opened the bufinefs 
with an able fpeech, in which he 
entered largely into the merits 
of the prefent adminittration, dif- 
cuffed the conduct of the late mi- 
niiters with regard to the receipt- 
tax and the Eatt-India bill; his 
lordfhip declared he had been unt- 
formly againit the American war, 
and joined in the oppofition which 
had been fuceefsful againit lord 
North’s adminiitration ; his lord- 
flip faid, he could not conceive the 
propriety or contiftency of voting 
a minifter out one day and joining 
with him the next, and reprobated 
the cealition in the fevereft man- 

ney, 
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ner, which was received with ge- 
neral approbation ; he then recom- 
m:nded it to the people to agree to 
an addrefs, precifely in the tame 
torm with that which had beca pre- 
fented to his mijetty, and figned 
by 2>34 perfons ; that the common 
caufe of this country was involved 
im the tupport of the prefent admi- 
nitration, and hop. d it would meet 
with general approbation. He was 
feconded by tir Robert Smyth, bart. 

Lor! Mountmorres fpoke tor a 
contiderable time with great energy, 
and was heard with the greatett at- 
tention. His lordthip declared that 
the people of Ireland had but one 
voice ; and that was, to fupport 
the father ot his people in the 
i intenance of his jut prerogatives 
arvinit the invaders of the Britifh 
conititution. 

Sir Cecil Wray then read the ad- 
drets, and upon a fmall clamour 
arifing trom thofe who were jult 
come into the court of Requett, 
he very juilly obferved, that he 
hoped, it any divertity.of opinion 
prevailed, thit they would conduct 
themfelves with temper and pro- 
priety, without warmth or infult ; 
that that language was only be- 
coming the Shakfpeure. 

‘The addreis was approved of with 
a very few diffentient voices. 

Lord Mahon thea moved five 
refolutions : approving the conduct 
of tir Cecil \Vray; appointing 
him to prefent the addrefs ; adding 
certain names to the Wettminiter 
committee ; and recommending a 
parliamentary retorm. 

‘The latt refolution moved by lord 
Mahon was to defire the early at- 
tendance of the electors in Weite 
minfter-hall, on Saturday next. 


(No. VI.) 
At a very numerous and mott 
tefpectable public meeting of the 
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electors of the cty and liberties of 
Weitminiter, holden (in puriuance 
of a public advertifement, this roth 
day ot February, m7 4, in the 
court of Requeits in Weitmintiter- 
hall, 


Sir Cee:t Waray, bart. in the 

chair. 

rft. Refolved, (with lefs than 
ten diflenticnts) That the following 
adireis to his majefty (moved by 
lord v:ifcount Mahon, and feconded 
by fir Robert Smyth, bart.) be 
approved of by this meeting : 
“To the kinv’s mott excellent 

majeity. 

‘¢ The humble addrefs of the elec- 
tors of the city and liberties of 
Weitminiler. 

‘* Mott gracious fovere'gn, 

“ We your majetly’s mott duti- 
ful and loyal fubjects, the electors 
of the city and liberties of Weft- 
minticr, beg leave to approach your 
throne with the moit zealous affur- 
ances otf loyalty to your perion, 
family, and government. 

‘ It was with the utmoft con- 
cern that we beheld an attempt made 
by your majeity’s late minilters, to 
deprive a great commerci:l com- 
pany of their chartered rights by 
the bill brought into parliament, 
which, had it pafled into a law, 
would have been a dangerous pre- 
cedent, atid created a new execu- 
tive power unknown to the contti- 
tution of this countrv. 

« We mott tincerely thank your 
majeity for the difmiffion of thofe 
miniers from their employments, 
and atfure your majelty, that we 
have great contidence in the prin- 
civles of the prefent adminiitra- 
tion, and that whilft they puriue 
mea‘ures conducive to the honour 
of the crown and the true interet!s 
of their country, they may fafely 
rely on the fupport of the people.” 

(I 4) 2d. Re- 
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2d. Refolved, (with lefs than 
ten diffeniients,) “hat the cordial 
thanks of this meeting be giv en to 
fir Cecil Wray, bart. our worthy 
reprefentat vc, jor his feady, unl- 
form, upright and patri tic con- 
duct in parliament, and that he be 
requefted to pretent the addrefs of 
the electors of Weftminiler to his 
majetty. 
3d. Refolved, (with lefs than ten 
diflentients), That the Weftminiter 
committee be continued, and have 
full power to make all regu.ations 
relative tothe fame; and th.: the 
following perfons be added t« the 
committee. 
(The names of one hundred , *r- 
fons were then read, and unau.m- 
ufly approved of.) 
4th. Refoived, (unanimoutly, ) 
That we will unremittingly perfe- 
vere in Our exertions to procure an 
effectual and fubfantial reform of 
parliament, in order that the com- 
mons houie of parliament may 
have a common intcreit with, and 
may fpeak the voice of the people. 
sth. Refolved (unanimoutly), 
That this meeting be adjourned to 
Weltminticr-hall, toSaturday morn- 
ing next. 
Cecit Wray, Chairman. 


No. VII. 


To the Independent bk lectors of 
Weftminier, 

The very numerous and refpect- 
able public meeting, held on Tuef- 
day lait, at the Court of Requetts, 
having come to feveral important 
refolutions (which have fince ape 
peared in the public papers) and 
having adjourned to Saturday next 
(to-morrow) the 14th cay ot Fe- 
bruary inftant, to mect in Wett- 
minfter-hall : 

The electors are earneflly re- 

uefted to atrend at Weitmintter- 
hall, early in the forenoon, to-mor- 
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row, in order to fupport the true 
and genuine fenfe of the people, 
expreficd in thofe proceedings with 
firmne!s and moderation, 

As your worthy reprefentative, 
fir Cecil W ray, was called to the 
chair in the court of Requetts, 
would it not be right and proper 
to call him again to the chair in 
Weitmintiter-hall ? 

Feb. 1%. 

Early on Saturday morning, an 
immenfe number of electors aflem- 
bled in Wetimintter-hall, purfuant 
to notice given in the public prints. 
By twelve o’clock the hall was 
nearly full, and it is fuppofed ten 
thoufand pe rfons were prefent. Mr. 
Fox then made his appearance, ac- 
comp nied by the duke of Bedford, 
earl FKiczwilliam, lord Malden, lord 
Ludlow. Mr. Crewe, Mr. Lifer, 
general Burgoyne, Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. Byng, Mr. Burke, the hon. 
Mr. St. John, captain Byron, Mr, 
Sheridan, Mr. Houfe, &c. &c. &e. 
Mr. Fox at his entrance was re- 
ceived with the loudeit applaufe. Sir 
Cecil Wray next appeared, attended 
by lord Mahon, lord Mountmorres, 
Dr. Jebb, &c. &c. and was faluted 
with loud and repeated acelama- 
tions. After fome time, Mr. Fox 
appcared in the front of the huft- 
ings, » ee on one fide by Mr. 
Byng, the member for Middlefex, 
on the other, by Mr, Byron, who 
had called the meeting. Repeated 
burils of applaufe, and the thew 
of hats, feemed for a time to pro- 
mife a little order, as the adverfa- 
ries of Mr. Fox were evidently dif- 
pirited and finking; when lord 
Mahon, forcing his way to the 
high railing that furrounds the 
court of Common-Pleas, and ftand- 
ing on the top of them waved his 
hat with the moft violent yeflicula- 
tions. This operated as a fignal to 
his adherents. A fet of ill-looking 

fellows 
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fellows rufhed on to the huftings, 
tore it up with their hands, and 
with every act of siglenee and out- 
rage, railed fuch a clamour and 
uproar, as rendered it impotlible tor 
Mr. Fox to be heard. One of them 
flung at the head of Mr, Fox a 
bail, whofe villainous ingredients 
may be eafily inferred, trom the 
effects it produced upon every indi- 
vidual, within the reach of its noxi- 
ous influence. The friends of Mr. 
Fox, plainly perceiving that he 
would not be heard, and weil 
knowing that in the war of tumult, 
lungs, not reafon, muft prevail, 
called upon fir Cecil Wray to di- 
vide the afiembly, as the only pof- 
fible means to afcertain the num- 
bers, beyond the power of cavil or 
impofition. This propotal was 
confented to, and Mr. Fox adjourn- 
ed to Palace-yard, followed by a 
confiderable number of cle¢tors, and 
leaving the poffeifion of the hall to 
the friends of adminiitration. 

Mr. Fox took the opportunity of 
addrefing the numervus and ref- 
pectable body of his conttituents, 
who had accompanied him trom 
the hall, and were aflembled in Old 
Palace-yard, from a window in the 
King’s-Arms. He was heard with 
the moft refpectiul attention, at- 
tended with repeated marks of ap- 
plaufe and approbation. After 
which the horfes were taken trom 
his chariot, which was drawn by 
the people trom the King’s-Arms 
to Devonfhire-houfe, attended by 
multitudes of people of all rank-. 
In paffing through Pall-Mail, they 
ftopped a few minutes oppoiite to 
Carlton-houfe, where they rent the 
air with repeated acclamations, 

The proceffion was graced by the 
appearance of many ladies at the 
windows in all the itreets, through 
which they paffec, who waved their 











PA?E R & 


(137) 
handkerchiefs in token of approba- 
tion. 
No. VIII. 
General meeting ot the electors of 
Weiiminiter,. 
heb. 14, 1784. 

Ata moft numerous meeting of 
the electors of Weitmintier, held 
this day in Weltmintier-hall, the 
right hon. Charles James Fox have 
ing been called to the chair, 

The tollowing rfelution and ad- 
drefs were carried upon a thew of 
hands, by a majority of at leait Six 
to One. 

Refolved, That this meeting will 
unremittingly perfevere in all legal 
and conftitutional endeavours to 
obtain a more adequate reprefenta- 
tion of the people in the commons 
houfe of parhament, which im- 
portant branch of the legiflature 
the people mutt ever regard as the 
natural guardian of their unalicne 
able rights, and the independence 
of which is abfolutely effential to 
the pr:fervation of the conititu- 
tion, as etlablifed by the glorious 
revolution. 

Refolved, That the following 
addrets be prefented to his majetty 
by the hon. Mr. Fox. 

We your inajeily’s mot dutiful 
and loyal fubjects, the electors of 
the city of Weltminfer, whofe 
names are hereunto fubferibed, beg 
leave to approach your throne with 
the molt untetyned attachment to 
your facred perfon, and to the in- 
tereft of your royal family. 

To allure your majetiy, that we 
will ute our utmoft endeavours to 
promote that unanimity fo effential 
to the publ’c welfare in the prefent 
critic. | fituation of affairs. 

And as 


we have alwars 


regarded 


the commons houfe ot parliament, 
as the natural 
alienable right 


of our ur- 
5) We humbly hope 
that 
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that whatever miniliers your ma- 
jeity may, in your wiidom, call to 
the high pofts of government, will 
hold the fenfe of that houte in the 
faimne refpect t as their predeceflors } mn 
ollice have done from the vra ot the 
glorious revolution, to the prefent 
period, 

‘That your majefty may long 
rein in the hearts of ah: appy and 
united people, is the prayer ot your 
faithful ‘ubject® 

Refolved, that this meeting do 
now adjo 

-. ]. Fox, Chairman. 
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Westminster MEETING. 
Feb. 14, 1784. 

Ar a very numerous and moft 
refpectable meeting of the elecyors 
of Weitminiter, held this day in 
Weftininiter-hall, the huitings that 
had been ill erected bv the friends 
of Mr. Fox, near the tteps of the 
court of Common-Pleas, broke 
down, which prevented the chair 
being taken fo toon as otherwife it 
would have be en, 

Lord Mabon was then carried in 
triuinph to the oppotite tide of the 
hall, on the fhoulders of the elec- 
tors, where hi- lordihip moved the 
following refolution: which being 
prenees : in very large capitals, on a 
wide fheet of parchme it, was held 
up by him, and was diitinétly feen 
trom every part of the hall. The 

refolution was as follows, and, be- 
tng feconded, was carried by a pro- 
digious majority, viz. 

‘Refolved, That this meeting do 
adopt all the proceedings of the 
public meeting held at the Court of 
Requetts, on Tuefday lait. 

Lord Mahon was then carried 
(as above) to the tteps leading to 
the court of Chancery and King’s- 
bench, where the taid Refolution 
Was again meved by ‘hls lordthip, 
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feconced and carried by a (lil! more 
contiderable m. jority. 

Sir Cecil Wiay was then called 
to the chair at the lait mentioned 
place, and the following refolutions 
were then moved, feconded, and 
all carried, with very few diffen- 
tients. The fecond, third, and 
fourth refolutions, were moved by 
Dr. Jebb, and teconded by lord 
Mountmorres. , 

Reiecived, tirlly, That this meet. 
ing do approve of and confirm ¢he 
addrets to his majetty, w hich was 
agreed upon in the Court of Ree 
qrefts, Weitminiier-hall, on Tuel- 
day lait. 

Secondly, ‘Fhat the coalition 
formed between the right honour 
able Charles James Fox, and the 
right hon. lord North, was iprue 
rious to the caufe of freedom and 
of publ e virtue, and that the con- 
duct of the coniequent adminittra- 
ion was hich.y detrimental to the 
interelis of Great Britain and I[re- 
land. 

Thirdly, That it is effential to 
the caufe of public freecom, that 
all ranks and orders of men, ihould 
unite and aflociate in favour of a 
fubtlantial reform in the reprefen- 
tation “ot the commons, and that 
this, Or any adminittration, will 
deterve the fupport and confidence 
of the country, in proportion to 
the zeal with which they thall bring 
forward, and endeavour to carry 
into effect, that falutary meafure. 

Fourthly, That the parliament- 
ary conduct of fir Cecil Wray, bart. 
has ever been honourable to him- 
felt, as well as beneficial to his 
countrv—that he is entitled to the 
warmeit gratitude of his conftitu- 
ents, and in the highett degree de- 
ferving of their future confidence 
and fupport. 

Fifthly. (On the motion of the 
right hon. lord Ongley, which 

was 
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was feconded by the right hon. 
lord Mountmorres) it Was unani- 
moufly reiolved, 

That thofe men who fhall, at 
this period, endeavour to obttruct 
the neceflary butinets of the nation, 
Ought to be coniidered as enemics 
to their country. 

Sixthly, Retolved, (with very 
few diflentients) That the thanks 
of this meeting be | 
Mahon, lord Mountmorres, and 
Dr. Jebb. 

Seventhly, Refolved, That the 
thanks of this inceting be given to 
the gentlemen wh» compoie the 
committee, for conducting the bu 
finefs of the addrefs of thanks to 
his majeity for difmiting his lite 
unpopular minifters. 

Cecit Wray, Chairman. 


No. X, 
King’s-Arms Tasern, Palace-yard. 
Feb. 18, 1784. 

At a numerous and refpectable 
meeting ot the Wetimintler com- 
mittee, fummmoned by public adver- 
tiiement in all the papers. 

Jounw Bretr, efq. in the chair. 

Refolved, That the addrefs in- 
titled, ** An addrefs of the high 
tte ard, dean, and court of bur- 
geffes, and other houfeholders of 
the city of Wefiminiter,” was fur- 
reptinoully obtained, and was a 
meafure contrary to the ufual, open, 
and fair mode of proceeding in this 
city. 

Refolved, That the advertite- 
ment. calling a general meeting on 
Saturday the i4th inflant, in con 
fequence of the previous meeting 
at the Shakfpeare, and tigned with 
the chairman’s name, gave timely 
and fuflicient notice to the electors 
of this city that fuch general meet- 
ing would be held on that day, and 
was a manly and becoining procecd- 


riven to lord 
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ing, and agreeable to the ulage in 
iuch caies ot this city. 

Refolved, That the procecdings 
of a meeting, held in the interval 
in the Court of Requeiis, on Tuef- 


day the ,oth inftant, called by ano- 
nvmous hand-bills and advertiic- 


ments, deliring at firit the attend. 
ance only of thofe who had higned, 
or who approved, the addrefs of the 
hivh-tteward, dean, and court of 
burgefles, and perfevered in by ad- 
vertifemcnts {till anonymous, atter 
Saturday the 1oth inilant (being 
the fir day on which the hall was 
dijengaged) had been publ ely noti- 
fied tor the general me: ting, were 
altoze her partial and irresuar, and 
that the refolutions of tuch a meet- 
ing cannot with decency be pre- 
tended to have fpoken the fenie of 
the cleftors of \W\ cftminfter. 

Refolved, That the faid meet- 
ing in the court of Requelts, even 
it it had been fairly and impartially 
called, being in confequence of a 
fummons for electors only, and 
this committce being conftituted by 
the inhabitants at large of the city 
and liberties of Weitminiter, the 
extravagant vote paffed at that 
meeting, for adding one hundred 
members to this committee, cannot 
but he confidered as an artifice 
which would have been unworth 
a fair affembly, and was alfo a di- 
rect and violent infringement of the 
rights of a refpetable part of the 
conttituents of this committee, and 
that this committee do accordingly 
treat the attempt with becoming 
indignation, and direét their fecre- 
tary not to admit the name of any 
one of thofe hundred perfons fo ap- 
pointe, upon the books of this 
committee. 

Refolved, That the fubfequent 
condu‘t ot the abertors of the faid 
meeting and addrefs, by perfever- 


ing 
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ing in anonymous advertifements 
and fcurrilous hand-bills, to ap- 
point an earlicr hour for taking the 
chair, by naming a chairman pre- 
vious to the ineeting, and by other 
inflammatory proceedings, did ma- 
nifeitly tend to call for and promife 
a fpirit of tumult and confufion, 
when the mecting fhould take place ; 
and that as fuch was their preced- 
ing conduct, fo this committee have 
abund int evidence that, during the 
mecting, there was every appear- 
ance of a premeditated plan of riot 
and violence. 

This committee farther receiving, 
with the moit ferious concern, in- 
formation of many acis of great 
outrave and violence committed, 
and endeavoured to be commitied 
at the general mecting, and more 
particularly of a moft atrocious at- 
tempt, unprecedented in the annals 
of this country, and abhorrent to 
the nature ot LEnglifhmen, and 
which might have had the moft ta- 
tal confequences, do refolve, That 
a felect committee of nine mem- 
bers be appointed to examine tully 
into the fame, and to lay betore 
this committee the refult of their 
enquiries with as much expedition 
as poiible. 

Refolved, That the following 
members are chofen as the felect 
committee, viz. 

Earl of Surrey, 

Right hon. Rich, Fitzpatrick, 

Sir Godfrey Webfter, bart. 

Thomas Byron, efq. 

R. B. Sheridan, efq. 

Dudley Long, efq. 

A. Wallinger, efq. 

R. Hollingworth, efq. 

A. Shove, efq. 

Refolved, That this committee 
do adjourn to Friday next, at twelve 
o’clock at noon, to receive the re- 
port of the felect committee, and 
on other fpecial affairs. 

Joun Brerr, Chairman. 
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No. XI. 

To tHe Pusrie. 
King’s Arms Tavern, Palace-yard, 
Weitminiter. 

Feb. 17, 1784. 

The committee appointed to con- 
duct the bufinefs of the addreis of 
thanks to his majefty for difmiffing 
his late miniflers, having feen in 
the public prints an advertifement, 
figned C. J. Fox, ftating, that at 
the general meeting of the electors 
of Weftminfter, held in Weitmin- 
fter-hall on Saturday laft, the refo- 
tion and addrefs therein inferted, 
were carried by a majority of at 
leaft Six to One; 

This committee think proper to 
apprife the public, that feveral 
members of the faid committee do 
politively affert, (and are ready, 
when properly called upon, to at- 
te(t) that they were clofe to the 
hufings the whole time Mr. Fox 
was in the hall, and that fo great 
was the noife and tumult during 
that period in that part of the hall, 
that they were not able to hear any 
thing that fell either from Mr. Fox, 
or trom any of his friends. 

The public will therefore judge, 
whether it were poflible for fo many 
thoufand electors, as were there 
affembied, to have affented to, or 
diflented from, propofitions then 
and there afferted to have been 
made, from the utter impoflibility 
of hearing or underitanding the 
purport of them. 

joun Cuurcnittr, Chairman, 


No. XII. 
King’s-Arms Tavern, Palace-yard. 
Feb. 20, 1784. 
At a numerous and mott refpeét- 
able adjourned meeting of the Weft- 
miniter Committee of Affociation. 
Joun Brerr, efq. in the chair. 
The report of the felect commit- 
tee was received and read. 


Report 
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Report of the felect committee 
appointed to examine into the acts 
of outrage and violence committed 
at the general meeting heid in 
Weitminiter hall, on Saturday the 
14th inftant. 

Upon a ferious and full enquiry 
into the circum/‘tance attending the 
outrages committed, and the tu- 
mults attempted to be raifed at the 
general meeting, held on Saturday 
the :4th inftant, at Weftminifler- 
hall, your felect committee find it 
fubftantiated by the moft indifput- 
able teftimony, that there were fe- 
veral bands of ruffians difperted 
through the hall, who your com- 
mittee have reafon to believe, were 
neither ele&ors or inhabitants of 
Wefiminfter, and who a¢ted evi- 
dently upon a concerted plan, and 
whofe outrages were fuch, as to 
endanger even the lives of perfons 
whom your committee have exa- 
mined. 

Upon the fubject which your 
committee are more particularly 
direéted to examine into, they find 
upon a full inveitigation and exa- 
mination of evidence, that after 
Mr. Fox had been fome time in the 
front of the huftings, andwhile he 
was addrefling the electors (his 
principal opponents being at a con- 
fiderable diftance) a canvas bag was 
thrown at him, 

It appears by the manner in 
which this was done, and trom the 
fingular conftru‘tion of the bag, 
that the intention muf# have boen 
that the contents fhould difcharge 
themfelves in the face of Mr. Fox. 

Your committee find, that thouch 
the execution of this failed in part, 
yet Mr. Fox, and many perfons 
whom yovr committee have care- 
fully examined, were inftantly and 
violently afflicted by a noifome pow: 
der and vapour which iffued from 
the bag. 
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That an attempt was immedi- 
ately made by fome rufhans to re- 
cover the bar: but that it was de- 
tained by the exertions of perfons 
whom your committee have exa- 
mined, and that afterwards being 
produced at Devonthire-houle in 
the prefence of a great number ef 
perfons, your committee have the 
teflimony of gentlemen, who were 
immediately, upon fmelling the 
powder at a diftance, feized with 
violent coughing and ficknefs, and 
that fome ot thofe gentlemen were 
affeed thereby for the remaining 
part of the evening. 

That upon this is was determin- 
edto have the contents examined 
by fome eminent chemift; whofe 
opinion your committee fubjoins, 

Your committee have alfo the 
affidavits of perfons, to fubftantiare 
the identity of the bag and con- 
tents delivered to Mr. Stock, 

Your felec&t committee have alfo 
the moit refpectable authorities, 
which render it unqueftionable, that 
cuphorbium is a drug of fo poifon- 
ous and fubtle a nature, that a ve 
fmall quantity reaching the Senet 
of any perfon, might produce the 
moft taial confequences. 

(Signed) Godfrey Webfer, 

Thomas Byron, 
R. Hollingworth, 
R. Fitzpatrick, 
Dudley Long, 

J. A. Wallinger, 
R. B. Sheridan, 
A.H Shove. 

The teftimony of Mr. Stock re- 
ferred to by the above report. 

‘“¢ Having examined very care- 
fully che contents of the bag brought 
to me by Mr. Robinfon and an- 
other gentleman, I find it to con- 
tain capficum and euphorbium. 
The euphorbium is extremely well 
cifguifed, being in powder, and 
therefore I am led to judge it to be 

thar, 
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that, more from its great activity than 
from its vilible appearance ; f exa- 
mined it with great caution, and 
indeed apprehention, becaufe I have 
been frequently affected by it; yet, 
with all my caution of ttopping my 
nole and mouth, I felt its etieéts, 
My fervants who were in the 
place, or accidentally pafling, were 
initantly feized with heat in the 
nofe and throat, and violent cough- 
ing. A perion coming into the 
warchoufe from the air was affected 
by itimmediately. ‘The quality of 
toth thefe ingredients, more par- 
ticularly euphorbium, is extremely 
noxious and dangerous when ap- 
plied fo as to be taken into the cyes, 
nofe, and mouth ; it occations vio- 
jent and extreme inflammation, dif- 
charge of watery humour from the 
eyes and nofe, and vielent’ and in- 
tolerable heat in the throat ; it will 
oceation ulcerations in the throat ; 
indeed, when violent inflammation 
1s excited in any part, there is no 
faying where fuch fymptoms may 
end, nor is there any reafon why it 
may not produce effects that will 
put an cad to lie. 

“Wa. Srock, Ludgate-hili,” 


For the further fatisfacion of 
fome members of this committee, 
who are oppoiers of the addrefs and 
proceedings tigned by Mr. Fox, the 
chairman of the felect committee 
Offered to enter into the detail of 
the evidence upon which the felect 
committce had founded their 
port; and ar the defire of thofe 
gentlemen, a refpectable witnels, 
who had not attended the felect 
committee, was called in and exa- 
mined by this committee. The 
following refolutions were then 
unanimoutly agreed to: 

Refolved unanimouily, That this 
committee, conceiving a juit in- 
dignation ‘at the enormity of the 
proceedings gated im their report 
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of their felect committee, do con- 
tinue the appointment of the faid 
felect committee, and earneftly re- 
queit them to puriue the moft ef- 
fectual methods tor the difeovery of 
the authors and inftruments of the 
tumults and aéts of outraze ftated 
in their report; and more efpecially 
to ufe their utmott endeavours to 
detect the contrivers and perpe- 
trators of that atrocious attempt, 
which difgraces humanity and the 
manners of a free people. 

Refolved, That, for the further- 
ance of this object, immediate ap. 
plication be made to the magiiirates 
ot Wetiminiter; and this committee 
do hereby offer a reward of two 
hundred guineas, to any perfon or 
perfons, who fhall difcover the 
partics concerned in preparing the 
faid bag and ingredients, or in 
throwing the fame, knowing the 
contents thereof; which fum is 
placed in the hands of Meff. Drum- 
inond and Co, bankers, Charing- 
crofs, to be paid on conviction of 
any of the oftenders, 

This butinefs being fettled, it 
was moved, that, whereas an ad- 
vertifement has appeared in feveral 
of the public papers, figned John 
Churchiil, purporting that the tu- 
mult near tue hu‘tings, in Weft- 
mintter-hall, on Saturday the 14th 
initant, was fuch as to prevent the 
perfons nesreft the hoflings frem 
hearing what fell either from Mr, 
Fox, or any of his friends: 

And refolved, (with one diffen- 
ticnt) that it appears to this com- 
mittee, that no perfon, or number 
of perfons, aflembled near the huft- 
ings, for the purpofe of interrupt- 
ing the proceedings of the meeting, 
by tumult and clamour, have any 
right to impeach the validity of 
fuch proceecings, under pretence 
that the propofitions could not be 
diftinctly heard, when the feveral 
queilions were regularly put by the 


chair- 





ae ee ee 


Som 


: 




















! 


| 
i 










Py Og: Bit: §.-¢ 
chairman of the meeting, and de- 
cided, acc: ording to the ufual mode, 
by a thew of hands; and that the 
jafinuation contained in the above- 
mentioned advertidement can only 
be confidered as an attempt trom 
the minority who diflented trom 
the proceedings agreed to on the 
14th ot February, to convey an 
unfounded imputation upon the 
candour, tairnets, and imp: urciality; 
which characterized the conduct of 
the chairman, as well as of the ma- 
jority of electors aflembled on that 
day. 

‘Adjourned to Friday the 27th 
of February, init. at twelve o'clock 
at noon, 

Joun Baertt, chairman. 


Na rative of the Proceedings of the 
Members of the Houje of Commons, 
evho met at the St. Albans Tavern, 
for the Purpofe of prometing an 


Union of Partitis 
No. I. 


A meeting ot fuch members of 
the houfe of commons as with to 
promote an union of parties, is 
earneitly requeited at the St. Al- 
bans Tavern, this day, the 26th 
initant, attwelve o clock preeile ly. 


No. IL. 


Monday, Jan. 26, there was a 
meeting of the country gentlemen 
at the St. Albans Tavern. They 
were fifty-five in number, and, in 
point of property and confideration 
in the country, truly refpectable. 
The hon. Mr. Grofvenor, as hav- 
ing ftood forward in the houfe to 
erect the ftandard ef union, was 
voted into the chair. The meeting 
then came to a refolution, declaring 
that they would fupport the party 
who fliould, in the prefent diftracted 
moment, maniteit 4 difpotidien to 
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union ; ; and they appointed a com- 
mittee of delegates to wait on the 
principal pertons, and endeavour, 
by mediation and tre aty, to bring 

about the defirable union. <Ac- 
cordin,ly the committee repaired 
to St. James’s, as Mr. Pitt could 
only be feen there, and they had a 

conterence with him of three quar- 
ters of an hour ; the refult of which 
we do not know, farther than that 
he gave them the mott explicit affu- 
rance that parliament thould not 
be diffolved with his confent. 


No. II. 


Authentic Account of the Proceedings 
of the Gentlemen, Members of the 
House of Commons, who affembled 
at the St. Albans Fevire on Mon- 
day, Tucfday, and Veflerday, with 
a View to conciliate Differences, 
and to forward an Union of the 
contending Parties in Parliament. 


On Monday, the 26th inftant, a 
meeting was held at the St. Albans 
Tavern, for the purpote of recom- 
mending an union ot parties, when 
an addrets was agreed to and figned 
by fifty-three members of the houfe 
of commons, and prefented by a 
committee to the duke of Portland 
and the right hon. William Pitt. 
The cominittce were, the hon. 
Mr. Groivenor, the hon. Charles 
Marfham, fir William Lemon, and 
Mr. Powys. The purport of the 
addrefs having already appeared in 
print, it is unneec Mary to repeat 
it. To which the following an- 
{wers were returned : 

The duke of Portland returned 
for anfuer: 

‘¢ That he fhould think himfelf 
happy in obeying the commands 
ot fo refpectable a mecting ; but 
the greatett difficulty to him, and 
he imagines ftill greater to Mr. 
Pitt, ‘s Mr. Pitt’s beins in office.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Pitt’s anfwer was: 
«6 ‘That he will be very ready to 
ay attention to the commands of 
fo refpefable a meeting, and co- 
operate with their wifhes, to forma 
firon ‘cr and more extended admi- 
nitration, if the fame can be done 
with principle and honour.” 

On Tueiday the 27th, the gen- 
tlenen met at the fad tavern, 
when there appeared to be feventy 
members, and the above anfwers 
being read, they came to the fol- 
lowing refolutions : 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to his grace 
the duke of Portland, and the right 
hon. William Pitt, for the atten- 
tion they have refpectively declared 
themfelves ready to pay to the re- 
quilitions prefented to them in our 
naines. 

Relolved, fecondly, That, in 
anxious expectation of a cordial 
co-operation of great and refpect- 
able characters acting on the fame 
public principles, we beg leave to 
exprefs our mott earneft with, that 
fome explanation may be had be- 
tween the duke of Portland and 
Mr. Pitt on any difficulty in that 
way of confidential intercourfe. 

efolved, thirdly, That we do 
not prefume to point out the mode 
in which fuch mutual explanation 
may be obtained, ttudioutly avoid- 
ing any interference on our part, 
which may impede or counteract 
whatever tleps are taken towards 
that communication which it is our 
object to effect. 

Refolved, fourthly, That the 
thairman be defired to communi- 
cate the refolutions to his grace of 
Portland gnd Mr. Pirt. 

The refolutions being commu- 
nicated to Mr. Pitt, he returned 
the following anfwer : 

“ Mr. Pitt having received from 
fo refpectable a meeting an intims. 
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tion of their withes, that fome ex 
planation may be had between the 
duke of Portland and himfelf, on 
any difficulties in the way of con- 
fidential intercourfe, beg to affure 
Mr. Grotvenor (the chairman) that 
there are no ditheulties on his part 
in the way of an immediate inter- 
courfe with the duke of Portland 
on the fubject of an union, con: 
fiitent with honour and principles 
which he agrees with the gentlemen 
of the meeting in thinking of the 
greateft importance in the prefent 
ftate of the country. If, on his 
grace’s part, there are any objec- 
tions to fuch intercourfe, Mr. Pitt 
wifhes to have them flated, and 
will immediately give a dire¢t an- 
fwer with regard to them.” 

The duke of Portland returned 
the following anfwer (addreffed to 
the chairman) : 


Devon-houfe, Thurfday, 
Jan. 29, 1784. 
Sir, 

As you have fo very obligingly 
communicated to me the affurances 
you have received from Mr. Pitt, 
‘* that there are no difficulties on 
his part in the way of an immediate 
intercourfe between him and me, on 
the fubject of an union of parties, 
and that he is ready to give an im. 
mediate and direct anfwer to any 
objections which I may have to 
fuch intercourfe,” my fincere in- 
clination to concur in the withes of 
the very refpectable meeting, of 
which you fo worthily fill the 
chair; and my anxious defire to 
fee fuch an adminiftration formed 
tipon a folid and fecure bafis, as 
may reftore harmony to this di- 
ftracted empire, and may be en- 
titled to the confidence and fupport 
of every true friend of his coun- 
try, make it neceffary for me to 
trouble you with a repetkion of the 
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PUBLIC 
reafons which I afligned to you and 
ether gentlemen who delivered me 
the reprefentation and requifition 
of your meeting of the 26th of 
January, for declining an imme- 
diate interview with Mr, Pitr, on 
the prefent arduous fituation of 
public affairs. 

I had the honour of ftating to 
you, I did not think it poffible that 
fuch a meeting would tend to for- 
ward the defirable end we al! with, 
as long as Mr. Pitt remained in his 
minitterial capacity, notwithftand- 
ing the refolution of the houfe of 
commons of the 16th initant. Un- 
der thefe circumftances the embar- 
rafiment feems mutual, and difficult 
to be got over; but if any expe- 
dient can be devifed for removing 
it, I fhall be extremely ready to 
confer with Mr. Pitr, and to con- 
tribute every faculty in my power 
to promote the object of our joint 
withes, 

I have the honour to be, 

With great refpect, 
Your moft obedient 

(Signed) PORTLAND. 
Tho. Grofvenor, efq. 

chairman. 


Thurfday the 29th. The gen- 
tlemen met, and there being above 
eighty members prefent, they came 
to the following refolution : 

Refolved, ‘That the chairman be 
requeited to return our thanks to 
the duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt, 
tor the additional favour they Have 
now given of their attention to our 
withes. 

To exprefs our cordial fatisfac- 
tion to find they agree in opinion 
with this meeting, that an union 
is of the higheft importance, and is 
the object of their joint withes. 

To imimate to them, that after 
thefe declarations, we are the more 
itrongly confirmed in our hope and 

1784- 








P APE R &. (145) 
expectation, that by the intervene 
tion of mutual friends, fome exe 
pedient may be advifed, which may 
tend to remove the difficulty which 
is ftated to be the moit material ob» 
ttacle to a communication between 
them, on the fubject of a cordial 
and permanent union. 

(Signed) T. Grosvenor, 

chairman. 

The members then adjourned to 
Monday next. 

{It is but fairnefs to add, that 
the duke of Portland had feen Mr. 
Pitt’s anfwer, but Mr. Pitt has not 
yet feen the duke’s.] 

No. IV. 
St. Albans Tavern, Saturday, 
jan. 31, 1784. 

Ata meeting held by the gene 
tlemen, members of the houfe of 
commons, who atlembled from 

to time, with a view to cons 

te differences, and to torward 

an union of the contending parties 

in parliament, the following an- 
fwers were received and read; 

Mr. Pitt has already had the 
honour of ftating to Mr. Grof- 
venor, that there are no difficulties 
on his part in the way of an im- 
mediate intercourfe for the purpofe 
of effeéting an union confittent 
with honour and principle. With 
revard to the embarraffinent ftated 
by the duke of Portland in his 
grace’s letter, referred to in the 
refolutions of the meeting, arifing 
from Mr. Pitt’s remaining in his 
minifterial capacity, it is an em. 
barrafiment which Mr. Pitt cannot 
remove, by refignation, in order to 
negociate. In thefe circumflances, 
Mr. Pitt has it not in his power to 
fuggeit any expedient, but is very 
defirous of learning wherher the 
duke of Portland can propofe any 
thing which his grace confiders as 
fuch; and he begs at the fame 
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time to add, that his prefent mini- 
fterial capacity is no obttacle to his 
difcuffing every point that relates to 
the defirable object in queition, as 
freely and openly as he could do in 
any other fituation, 

Berkcley-fquare, 

grit Jan. 1784. 


Devon-houfe, Sat. 
; 3ift Jan. 1784. 
Sir, 

1 am extremely forry that Mr. 
Pitt appears fo pofitively to decline 
fuggeiting any expedient, on his 
part, te remove the difficulties 
which obftruct the confidence you 
defire. I believe you will agrec, 
that the continuance of the prefent 
miniftry and the honour of the 
houfe of commons are not very 
eafily reconcileable. 

It was the fenfe of thofe dith- 
culties, and my earneft a 
complying with the opinions 
gentlemen, whofe fentiments claim 
my 0 refpect, that induced 
me to fuggeit the poflibility of an 
expedient which you will eafily dif- 
cern would not depend upon me. 
‘The recollection of fimilar events 
in wvo fucceffive years led me to 
flatter myfelf that there was a mid- 
dle way between the actual religna- 
tion of muiher and the neglect of 
what appeared on the journals of 
the houle of commons. I hoped 
that Mr, Pitt would have adverted 
to thofe events, and [ truit they 
will yet have due weight with 
him ; 1 thall moft certainly rejoice 
in any propofition that cay promife 
to lay a Dalis for the tranquillity aud 
fertlement which are the objects of 
our common witlhes, 

I have the_honour to be, with 
preat truth and regard, fir, your 
moft obedient, humble fervanr, 

(Signed) Poa rLann, 
Tho. Grofvenor, efq. 

chairman, 
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The meeting, after dining tove. 
ther, adjourned to Monday, the 
fecond of February, at eleven 
o'clock, The chair to be taken 
precifely at twelve. 


The following Members of the 
Houte of Commons, with others, 
whofe names we have not been 
able to afcertain, attended the 
mectings lately held at the St. 
Albans Tavern, with a view to 
effect an Union of Parties, and 
thus lay the ground for a ttable 
and permanent Adminiiiration, 

Tomas Grosvenor, efq. 

chairman. 

Francis Annefley, efq. 
John Barrington, efq. 
Hon. George Berkeley 
Richard Wilbraham Bootle, efq. 
Hon, William Bouverie 
Tho. Berney Bramfton, efq, 
Viicount Bulkeley 
John Buller, jun. efq. 
Sir George Cornwall 
Sir Rob. Salufbury Cotton 

ohn Dawes, efq. 
Baron Dimfdale 
William Drake, jun. efq. 
The hon. George Keith Eiphin- 

itone ~ 
Earl Eufton 
William Ewer, efg. 
Ifon. Archibald Frazer 
Thomas Gilbert, efq. 
Ambrofe Goddard, efq. 
George Graham, efq. 
Sir Harry Gough 
.. amin Hammett, efg. 
Hon. Thomas Harley 
E. Hervey, efq.- 
Sir Harry Houghton 
Arthur Holdiworth, efy. 
Filmer Honeywood, ef. 
Sir Richard Hotham 
Sir George Howard 
William Huffey, efq. 
Kenjamin Keene, efq. 
‘thomas Kemp, ef. 
Richard Payne Knight, efg. , 
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Sir Robert Lawley 

Sir William Lemon 
Sir James Ty!ney Long 
Hon, james Luttrell 
Hon. general Luttrell 
William Lygon, efq. 
Sir Horace Mann 
Hon. Charles Marfham 
Sir Jofeph Mawbey 
Sir Roger Mottyn 
Jehn Parry, ¢iq. 
Henry Peirfe, eiq. 
William Pochin, efq. 
Thomas Powys, efq. 
William Pracd, efq. 
John Purling, efq. 
Sir Walter Rawlinfon 
Abraham Rawlinfon 
Henry Rawlinfon 


Sir Matthew White Ridley 


John Rolle, efq. 


Cha. W. Boughton Roufe, efq. 


Thomas Scott, efq. 
Sir George Shuckburgh 


John sinclair, efq. 


Robert Smith, efq. 
Sir Robert Smith 
John Smyth, e/q. 


Thomas Stanley, efq. 
John Strutt, efq. 
Hon. John Sutton 
Clement Taylor, efq. 
John Tempett, efq. 


Beilby Thompfon, efq. 
Sir John Trevelyan 
‘Thomas Whitmore, efq. 
Sir John Borlafe Warren 
John Wilmot, efq. 
Glynn Wynn, eiq. 


: No, V. 
St. Albans Tavern,-Monday, Fe- 


bruary 2, 1784. 


At a meeting of the gentlemen, 
members-of the houfe of commons, 
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Humphry Sibthorpe, efq. 


Sir Thomas George Skipwith 
William Charles Sloper, efq. 


Walter Spencer Stanhope, efq. 


Rob. Thifilethwayte, efq. 
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who affembled from time to time, 
with a view to cortiliate differences, 
and to forward an union of the 
contending parties in parliament, 
the following letters were read ; 


Feb. 1, 1784, 
Berkeley-fquare, 

Mr. Pitt being fincerely defir- 
ous that there fhould not continue 
any obitacie in the way of fuch an 
intercourfe as has been wifthed for, 
regrets that it 1s not in his power to 
fuggeit expedients to remove the 
difficulty felt by the duke of Port- 
land. Hg does not underftand pre- 
cifely what is the middle way which 
his grace feems to allude to; the 
events in the two years to which his 
grace refers, appear to Mr. Pirt to 
have been only modes of refigna- 
tion, and fuch a meafure, in order 
to enter into a negociation, is what 
the prefent miniitry, as has been 
already declared, cannot agree to; 
whenever any expedient is direlly 
fated, Mr. Pitt will be happy to 
give every explanation upon it. 


Devon-houfe, Monday 
morn, 2d Feb, 1784. 
Sir, 

I very fincerely regret that the 
expedient to which I referred, 
fhould be thought unapplicable to 
the difficulties [had flated. I cer- 
tainly fugeetted it as a mode of re- 
fignation, but as a mode of refigna- 
tion the leaft embarraffing to go- 
vernment in the ordinary functions 
of office, and at the fame time asa 
proot of 2 difpofition to confult the 
honour of the houfe of commons, 
as it ftands pledged by the refolu- 
tion of the 16th of January. This 
laft'is a preliminary, which, as a 
friend to the fpirit of the conftitu- 
tion, I muft think myfelt bound 
invariably to require. 

With refpect to myfelf, I am 
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willing to hope that I have not been 
miftaken in the conception I form- 
ed of your wifhes, by fuppofing 
that it was with Mr. Pitt that you 
were defirous I fhould have a liberal 
and unreferved intercourfe, and 
not with the head ot an adminittra- 
tion, to which I was merely to 
bring an acceilion of ftrength. But 
Mr, Pitt’s meflage places him in 
another character; and your own 
good fenfe will readily fuggett to 
you, that it was impotlible for me 
to fuppofe that your expectations 
extended to a confidential confe- 
rence with him as the geprefenta- 
tive of the prefent adminittration. 

It I had done th's, I mutt have 
fallen in your eficem, (which, I 
aflure you, is a very ferious object 
to me) as I fhould have fhewn my- 
felf infentible of what is due to 
the houfe ot commons. 

I have unrefervedly fubmitted 
to you my ideas of the extent of 
your expectations. In conformity 
with thofe expectations, (Mr. Pitt 
having uniformly declined to fug- 
gett any expedient on his part) I 
tvok the liberty of fuggefting an 
expedient, which I thought might 
put us into a fituation, in which the 
intercourte you wifhed might take 
place with propricty. 

I fhall be happy to find that my 
propofitions have met with your 
approbation ; but in every potat [ 
hope that my anxicty to merit the 
partiality you have thewn me, will 
entitke me to its continuance. 

I have the honour to be, 

With great regard and efteem, 
Sir, 
Your moft faithful, and 
Obedient fervantr, 

(Signed) PORTLAND» 

T. Grofvenor, cfq. 


The meeting adjourned to this 


day. 
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No. VI. 


St. Albans Tavern. 


At the meeting of the gentlemen, 
members of the houfe of commons, 
held at the St. Albans Tavern this 
day, the following refolution was 
unanimoutly come to; 

“© That whatever may be the 
iffue of the prefent conteit beiween 
the two parties in the houfe of 
common:, we will fteadily perfe- 
vere in our endeavours to effect the 
object of this meeting, which has 
been unanimoufly approved and 
adopred by the houfe of commons, 
namely, the procuring a firm, efli- 
cient, extended, united admini- 
{tration, intitled to the confidence 
of the people, and fuch as may 
have a tendency to remove the un- 
fortunate divitions and diftractions 
of this country.” 

Adjourned to Monday, twelve 
o’clock, 

Feb. 4, 1784. 

No. VII. 

Monday, Feb. 9, at twelve 
o’clock, there was another mceet- 
ing of the independent members 
ot the houfe of commons, at the 
St. Albans Tavern; Mr. Grof- 
venor, member for the city of 
Cheiter, in the chair, The gen- 
tlemen of the committee, after 
the minutes of the feveral former 
meetings were read, made report 
of another conference held with 
Mr. Pict on the fubject of an union 
of partics; but as the duke of 
Portland refufes to treat while Mr. 
Pitt continues in office, the nego- 
ciation is fufpended. The prefent 
ftate of parties in the nation was 
then very generally canvaffed, and 
it was refolved that the prefent 
meeting fhould continue to be held 
once a Week, at leafi, during the 
fitting of parliament, in order to 
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watch any period that may pre ‘ent, 
ot forwarding fuch an union 43 
feems to be abfolutely neceilary at 
this particular juncture, and to re 
commend it in their places in par- 
liament. As the houfe of coim- 
mons mct at two o'clock, ther 
broke up foon, and went down to 
Weitmintter to attend parliamentary 
bufinefs. There were about fitty 
imembers prefent, including the 
thairman and gentlemen of the 
cominittee. 


No. VIII. 


St. Albans Tavern, February 
1734. 


13, 


At a meeting of members of the 
houfe of commons, delirous of pro- 
moting an union of parties; the 
hon. Charles Marfhiam in the chair, 
(in the abfence of 1. Grofvenor, 
efq. confined by itlnefs) the tollow- 
ing refolutions were unanimoutly 
avreed to: 

1. To reprefent to the right hon. 
William Pitt, and to the right hon, 
Charles James Fox, the {atisfaction 
we have received trom the manly, 
candid, and explicit avowal they 
have ‘refpectively made of their pub- 
lic views; and to intimate to them, 
that in confequence of this mutual 
explanation, we entertain a moit 
aflured hope, that tuch an admini- 
ftration as the houte of commons 
has unanimoufly declared to be re- 
quilite, may be obtained by an 
union contiiteat with principle and 
honour 

2. That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to the right hon. Fre- 
deric lord North, tor the public 
and voluntary declaration he has 
made of his fincere and earnett de- 
fire to promote, as far as depends 
en him, a cordial and permanent 
union. 


C. Marsham, chairman. 
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Feb. 18. 

It is with no fimall degree of 
confidence that we affure the public 
of his majetty’s difpolition to com- 
ply with the ‘wifhes of the houfe of 
commons in bringing about an 
union of partics ; to this end on 
Sunday lait his majefty fent for his 
grace of Portland to meet Mr. P itt, 
in the hope of fettling an admini- 
{tration to the fatisfaction of the 
houfe of commons at leatt, if not 
to the nation at lirge. In anfwer 
to the meflage, his g: ace exprefled a 
read nels to attend his majetty at all 
times, but declined a meeting with 
Mr. Pitt. And thus the matter 
ftands at prefent, 


No. X, 

March 1, there was another 
meeting of the country gentlemen 
at the St, Albans Tavern, when 
the hon. Charles Marfham and 
Mr. Powys ttated to the company 
the circumftances of the negocia- 
tion, which they had conducted for 
tome days patl, and which had un- 
happily concluded with as little 
fuecefs as the former endeavours of 
that body. They faid, that when 
the duke of Portland delivered his 
fina! anfwer, that he could not mect 
Mr. Pitt, until he had fhewn a dif. 
polition to comply with the wifhes 
of the houfe of commons, either 
by an actual or virtual refignation ; 
and Mr. Pitt had peremptorily de. 
clared, that he would d» neither 
the one nor the other as a prelimi- 
nary to negociation ; it was thought 
that an expedient might be found 
to clear the ground, and bring them 
to an interview, without any con- 
ceffion of principle, but only a con 

cefion of mode. With this view 
it was, that a meflage was fent from 
his majetty to the duke of Portland, 
intimating, ‘¢ his majeity’s carne 
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defiie, that his grace fliould have a 
perfonal conference with Mr. Pitt, 
for the purpofe of torming a new 
adminiftration on a wide bafis, and 
on fair and equal terms.” ‘This 
meffage was confidered by the duke 
of Portland as a removal of the 
previous obitacle, fince, though it 
was not a declaration on the part of 
Mr. Pitt, it was tantamount to a 
virtual refignation. The prelimi- 
naries of the conference were next 
to be confidered, and here an objec- 
tion prefented itfelf which called 
for the explanation of a term in 
the meffage. His grace could have 
no objection to the word fair—it 
was a general term, and he and Mr. 
Pitt might, in framing the arrange- 
ments, mutually ditcufs what they 
confidered to be fair; but the other 
term in the ineflage, the word equal, 
Was a more {fpecific and limited 
term; it micht be conitrued vari- 
oufly, and his grace thought it ne- 
ceflary, as a preliminary to negoci- 
ation, that Mr. Pitt fhould explain 
precifely what he meant by the 
word equal. In an anfwer to this, 
Mr. Pite faid, in a meffage, that 
there was no occafion, in his mind, 
of entering into an explanation of 
the term, as it could be beft ex- 
plained in a perfonal conference. 
‘The duke of Portland replied to the 
negociators, that it was impoflible 
for him to agree to any perfonal 
conference on a preliminary mef- 
fage, the terms of which the author 
retufed to explain. Mr. Pitt per- 
fevered in his refolution not to ex- 
plain the word; and here the nego- 
ciation broke off- On this ftate- 
ment of the cafe, Mr. Marfham and 
Mr. Powys delivered their fenti- 
ments, and a refolution was pre- 
pared and adopted by the meeting 
to the following cftect. 

«« This meeting having heard. 
with infinite concern, that an inter- 
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view between the duke of Portland 
and Mr. Pitt is prevented by a 
doubt refpecting a tingle word, are 
unanimoufly of opinion, that it 
would be no diflonourable ftep in 
eithe: of the gentlemen to give way, 
and might be highly advantageous 
to the public welfare.” 





As the Weflminjer elefion bas 
been one of the mofi important events 
of the prefent year, and, indeed, 
one of the moft extraordinary fruits 
of our conflitutional freedom, it has 
been thought @ matter of fome curio~ 
fity to preferve fome of the moft im- 
portant papers that appeared in the 
courfe of tte 

No. I. 


To the Worthy and Independent 
Electors of the City and Liberty 
of Wefiminfter. 


Gentlemen, 

His majefty’s minifters having 
thought fit, in contradiction to their 
own declarations, in defiance of the 
fenfe of the houfe of commons, 
and without any public pretence 
whatever, to fubject the nation to 
all the inconveniencies which muft 
infallibly attend a diffolution of 
parliament at the prefent moment, 
I humbly beg leave, once more, to 
folicit the favour of your votes and 
intereft, to reprefent this great and 
refpectable city. 

To fecure to the people of this 
country the weight which belongs 
to them in the fcale of the conititu- 
tion, has ever been the principle of 
my political conduct. 

Confcious that in every fituation, 
(whether in or out of office) I have 
invariably adhered to this fyRem, I 
cannot but flatter myfelf that you 
will again give your fanction to 
thofe principles which firft recom- 
mended me to your notice, and 


which 
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which induced you, at two fubfe- 
quent periods, to honour me with 
your fuftrages. 
I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your mot devored and grateful 
Humble fervanr, 
C. J. Fox. 
t. James’s-ftreet, 


March 24. 
No. II, 


To the Worthy and Independent 
Electors of the City and Liberty 
ot Wefiminiier. 

Gentlemen, 

When the popular delufion in 
favour of the prefent miniiiry was 
fuppofed to be moft prevalent, I was 
confident that the good fenfe and 
fteadinefs of the clectors of Weit- 
minfter would be proof againft every 
art and every tempration. 

The unparalleled fuccefs which I 
have experienced upon my canvas, 
fully juittifies this confidence, and I 
have the greateft reafon to expect 
that you partiality towards me 
will appear to have increafed in 
proportion to the perfecution of my 
enemies 

As I have ever flood forth, and 
am always refolved to continue firm 
in the caufe of the people, fo it is 
not to be wondered at that I fhould 
at all times be the object of the en- 
mity of that pernicious faction 
whofe principles are as adverfe to 
the conflitution as the dark and fe- 
cret manner in which they have 
endeavoured to enforce them. 

Ir would have been my mott ear- 
neft with to have paid my refpects in 
perfon to every individual elector, 
if the extent of the city had not 
made it impoflible. 

The very flattering reception I 
have met with amone thofe whom I 
have had the opportunity of fecing, 
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cannot but add to my regret upon 
this account. 

My public conduct is too well 
known to you to make any profef- 
fions neceffary; upon that ground 
I firit experienced your partiality, 
upon that alone I can expect to re- 
tain it, 

To you who have approved it, I 
need fay no more; and I will not 
be guilty of the unbecoming flattery 
to thofe who have diftered trom me, 
as to pretend that | fhall in any de- 
gree deviate from that line of poli- 
tical condu& which firit recom- 
mended me to your notice. 

Upon thete tried principles, I 
once more beg leave to folicit your 
votes, intereft, and poll, at the en- 
fuing eleGion; and | do affure you 
that no exprefiions can do juftice to 
the fentiments of gratitude and 
citeem with which 

I am, gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient and 
Devoted fervant, 
C. J. Fox. 
St. James’s-ftreet, 
March 31, 1784. 


No. III. 


The following Note was fdnt to the 
High Bailiff of Weitmintter. 
Shakfpeare Tavern, Friday 
evening, April 2. 

Mr. Fox*s committee moft ear- 
neftly requeft the high-bailiff of 
Wettminier, to exert the powers 
vefted in him by law, for the pre- 
fervation of the peace, and of the 
freedom of eleétion during the poll, 
in order to prevent a repetition of 
the outrages of this day, fo difgrace- 
ful to the police, and fo dangerous 
to the fafety of the peaceable elect. 
ors of this city. 

To the High-Bailiff of 

Wettmintfter. 
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No. IV. 
April 2. 

Mr. Fox’s committee, in yuttice to 
the independent electors of Weii- 
miniter, who were fo fhamefully 
prevented this day from coming up 
ro the huttings to poll in his favour, 
by a gang ot failors, headed by na- 
val ofhcers, and carrying his ma- 
jetty’s colours, think it incumbent 
on them to declare that they have 
taken fuch precautions as they are 
affured will prevent fimilar outrages 
on this occafion, and enable the 
peaceable electors of the faid city to 
give their fuflrages without further 
moleitation. 


No, V. 


Shakfpeare, April 4, 1784. 
Westminster Evecrion. 


The committee for conducting the 
election of Mr. Fox have received 
information that a great number of 
lodgers and others, not legally qua- 
lified to vote, have polled for lord 
Hood and fir Cecil Wray. 

The committee requelt the mot 
immediate communication of them, 
and of all other events that tend to 
contaminate the freedom and fair- 
nefs of the clection. 

As the meafures taken by this 
committee to reilore peace and good 
order, have been found perfectly ef- 
fectual, they carneflly requelt the 
friends of Mr. Fox to vote as early 
as poflible to. morrow, when, with- 
out doubt, the iffve ot the poll will 
be as flattering to their old and true 
favourite as the arts practifed latt 
Saturday, in bringing up all the 
feryants and dependants of the 
king’s houfhold—all the toldiers 
and ferjeants of the guard—ail the 

ople of the queea’s band of mu- 
* and many other defcriptions of 
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perfons, trained to obey the word of 

command, feem to have given a 

temporary triumph to his enemies. 
By order of the committee, 


J. R. Cocker, fecretary. 
No. VI. 


Woop’s Hore, April 4. 


The committee for conduSting 
the election of lord Hood and fit 
Cecil Wray, prefent their comphi- 
ments to fuch of the werthy inde- 
pendent electors of Weilmin:ter that 
were prevented from giving their 
fuftrages on the firtt and fecond 
days of the poll, (by the violent 
outrages of a defperate banditti of 
Trifi chairmen and pick-pockets) 
and refpectfully acquain: them that, 
through the great vigilance of the 
high-bailiff, the avenues leading to 
the hutings are now tuffie «ntly 
protected by the peace-officers, that 
they may give their vores with eafe 
and fafety to themfelves; and that 
your early attendance for that pur- 
pofe is moft humbly folicited. 

The falfe and iniidious charge 
made by our opponents again the 
friends of our two worthy cundi- 
dates, of having been diiturbers of 
the peace, in preventing the electors 
from approaching the  hutlings, 
cannot be more evinced than by the 
groat majority gaiaed by you on 
Saturday, folely owing to the good 
order then kept; and this commit- 
tee moit arden:ly Solicit every aid of 
their good friends in this noble 
firuggle, to fupport fuch peace and 
good order, as much in refpect to 
thofe of the oppofite party, as to 
anv other; for on this, and this 
alone, depends the fuccefs of your 
worthy candidates, and in the end, 
cannot fail to produce them a very 
great majority. 


No. Vil. 
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No. VIL. 
April 6. 
PLAIN RELATION OF FACTS. 

The affertions of Mr. John 
Churchill and his commirttce mutt 
undoubtedly obtain duc credit with 
every hone. elector of Weittminiter. 
On the fecond day of the election, 
it is univer known, that the 
friends of Mr. Fox were driven 
from the huitings, and betieged in 
the Shakfpeare by a gang of fuil- 
ors; two of whom, being after- 
wards quel contefled that 
they receiv ds ily tor their fervices 
five fhill nes i-piece. On Mon- 
day, at the cloe of the poll, the 
fame gang, armed with bludgeons, 
were teen to come down King- 
ftreet, and knock down feveral un- 
armed perfons, who had Fox rib- 
bands intheir hats. ‘The populace, 
bows er, at Jength made head 
againtt them, and feverely retaliated 
upon them the outrages of that and 
the preceding days. Tuefday the 
fame gang began fimilar riots in 
the morning. A_ geatleman was 


aliy 


} 
wu, 


purtued by them into the houfe of 


Mr, Blackmore, taylor, ia Henrict- 
ta-{treet, where they took from hin 
the ribband in his hat. One ot 
them was, however, fecured by the 
peace-ollicers attending about the 
huftings. In the afternoon, long 
betore any tumult in Covent-gard- 
en, two parties of failors, armed 
with bludgeons, ran along the 
Strand up. Southampton. itreet, to 
the conviction of many hundreds of 
peaceable ipectators, with an evident 
purpofe of making a riot. In con- 
cluion, however, it appears that 
they were again worlted. ‘This is 
a plain recital of known fa¢ts. How 
then can Mr. Joho Churchill and 
his committee, in their advertife- 
ments of yeiterday morning, dare 
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('53) 
to charge the late diforders on the 
friends of Mr. Fox? 


No. VIII. 


To the Worthy Eletors of the City 
and Liberties of Weilininiter. 


Gentlemen, 


The advaytage obtained by m 
opponents upon the poll ichough 
by no means decifive) is fuch as to 

render your utmoit exertions necei- 
ra 

Your interefls, in this conteft, 
are much more deeply engaged than 
mine. If the ciufe of the inde- 
pendent electors fhould, in this in- 
ttance, be overborne, it is next to 
unpoilible that any man fhould 
again venture to ftand for this city 
in oppofition to the nomination of 
the court. 

The queftion now is not, Who 
fhall be elected? But who fhail 
clect? It is not between fir Cecil 
Wray and me, but between the in- 
fluence of the court and the rights 
of the indeptndent electors, 

‘The number of unpolled votes is 
yet fo great that there is little doubt 
ot your tuccefs, if proper exertions 
are made, Nothing thall be want- 
ing on my part; I will fpare no 
pains: I will fubmit to every in- 
convenience, rather than be accef- 
ary in delivering you over to that 
{tare of fub ection 5 ome which you 
fo honourably refcued yourfelves at 
the lait general clection, 


1 have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your mott obedient and 
Faithful humble fervant, 


C. J. Fox. 
St. Jar, 


nes’s-ftreet, Tuefday, 
April 6. 


No. IX. 
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No. IX. 
April 6. 
To the truly independent Electors 
of Wettminfter, 

A eaufe fupported by the influ- 
ence of a court and the union of 
two great and powerful noblemen, 
is neceflarily capable of more fud- 
den exertion than an oppofition 
refting folely on the feparate efforts 
of many free and independent indi- 
viduals, To this circumftance, fir 
Cecil Wray is wholly indebted for 
his temporary majoriti:s. But the 
tide is now turned. Yefterday you 
gained an advantage, howeverimall, 
yet fufficient to animate you to fur- 
ther endeavours. If you have ftill 
the fpirit which you fhewed in your 
firft election of Mr. Fox, it is un- 
doubtedly yet in your power to en- 
fure fucce. 

The guards, perhaps, have ever 
been, in fome degree, employed to 
turn the fcale of a conteft in favour 
of a court candidate. But hitherto 
decency, at leaft, was preferved on 
fimilar occafions. You well know, 
that they were never before marched 
to the huftings in fuch bodies; I 
may fay, in companies and regi- 
ments. If you have the independ- 
ency of Englithmen, or the common 
feelings of men, fuffer not fuch a 
daring attack on the freedom of 
elections; or will you wait, wll 
you fee the whole corps in regi- 
mentals, with fixed bayonets, drawn 
up in Covent-garden? That only 
will remain, if you acquiefce in the 
prefent infult. 


No. X. 
April 10. 
Ireland's, Bow-ftreet, 
Seleé&t Committee. 
Falfe Votes for Hood and Wray. 
The feleét comuniittee think it 
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their duty to inform the friends of 
Mr. Fox, that they have already 
received the moft indifputable tefti- 
mony of above two hundred falfe 
votes polled for Lord Hood and fir 
Cecil Wray, and they have every 
reafon to be convinced that Mr, 
Fox has, at this moment, a majority 
of legal votes upon the poll. 

An authenticated ftate of fome of 
the extraordinary cafes of flagrant 
impofition practifed upon this occa- 
fion, is preparing to be laid before 
the public immediately. 

R. Morre t, fee, 


No. XI. 
Weftminfler EleQion, 
A Caution, 


Whereas authentic information 
has been received that numbers of 
perfons, who are neiher electors ~ 
nor inhabitants of Weftminfter, 
have had the audacity to vote for 
Mr. Fox; and whereas it appears 
evident that particularly on Tuef- 
day and Wednefday the majority of 
thofe who voted for Mr. Fox were 
lodgers, and perfons refiding out of 
the city and liberties of Weitmin- 
fter, (many of whom are known to 
be weavers in Spitalfields, and to 
have received money for their votes), 
This is to give notice, that whoever 
fhall appear to have been guilty of 
perjury or mifdemeanor, by recciv- 
ing money for his vote, or by falfely 
declaring himfelf to be a houfe- 
keeper, the names of fuch perfons 
will be publifhed, and they will be 
profecuted to the utmoit rigour 0% 
the law. 

AV 00d’s Hotel, 

April 16, 1784. 


No. XII. 


The Freedom of Election violated. 


Whe:eas a moft caring and out- 
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rageous attack was this day com- 
mitted, towards the clofe of the poll, 
on the peace-officers, feveral ot 
whom were dangeroully wounded 
by perfons armed with cleavers, 
bludgeons, and other offenfive wea- 
pons. Whoeve: will give intor- 
mation of any of the above offend- 
ers, fo that they may be brought to 
punifhment, fhall, on their convic- 
tion, receive twenty pounds, to be 
paid by me, 
J. P. Arkixson, 
Secretary to the fub-com- 
mittee for conducting the 
election of lord Hood and 
fir Cecil Wray. 
Wood’s Hotel, 
April 17, 1784. 


No. XIlIl. 


Wood's Hotel, April 20, 1784. 
Weftmintter Eleétion. 


The committee for conducting 
the eleftion of lord Hood and fir 
Cecil Wray think proper, from mo- 
tives of humanity, to give notice to 
thofe poor unfortunate men who 
are liable to be feduced, that every 
one who accepts moncy to vote 1s 
liable to a penalty of sool. that 
every one who takes a falfe oath on 
the poll is liable to be tranfported 
for feven years; and that the mem- 
bers of the committee are deter- 
mined, as a duty they owe to the 
public, to profecute every one who 
receives or gives a brile or promife, 
or even lays a wager, or gives 
more for any thing, under pretence 
of purchafe, than it is really worth, 
thofe being devices contrary to the 
ftatutes againit bribery and corrup- 
tion. 

N. B. Even the perfon who 
gives the bribe may be a witnefs 
againft the man who has been 
bribed, 
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No. XIV. 
Ireland’s, Bow-ftreet, 
April 21, 1784. 
Select Committee. 
Subornation of Perjury ! 


Among the many bafe and con- 
temptible arts practited by the op- 
ponents of Mr. Fox, and detected 
by this committee, it is not without 
concern they inform the public that 
a new inftance of the miferable de- 
pravity of the rates 7 ger and one 
of the very blackeit dye, is now 
come well authenticated to their 
hands. Two unfortunate wretches 
have confeffed, that they have ac- 
tually received a fum of money to 
{wear that they were bribed to poll 
for Mr. Fox! The friends to juitice 
may reit affured, that proper legal 
fteps are now taking to bring the 
matter home to the unprincipled 
managers in this dark and deteft- 
able tranfaction, who, in the eye of 
reafon, are undoubtedly more guilty 
than their deluded inftruments, who 
have now a proper fenfe of the ini- 
quitous fnare they were drawn in- 
to. 

By order of the committee, 


R. Morre rt, fecretary. 


: No. XV. 


St. James’s-ftfeet, April 26, 1784. 


To the worthy and independent 
Electors of the City and Liber« 
ties of Weftminfter. 


Gentlemen, 


The prefent ftate of the poll ex- 
hibits a glorious example of what 
may be expeéted from the perfever- 
ance of independent men in the 
caufe of liberty and the conftitu- 
tion. 

I beg leave moft earnefily to foli- 
cit the continuance of your gene- 

i rous 
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rous exertions in my favour. The 
importance of every individual vore 
is now fufficiently evident; and the 
number ef electors who have afiured 
me that they would come forward 
whenever it fhould appear that 
their vote might probably be deci- 
tive, leaves me no doubt of fuc- 
ccis. 

The unprecedented exertions 
which the fervants of the crown 
have thought themfelves at liberiy 
to make againft me, as well by an 
indecent prostitution of the moit fa- 
cred names, as by every other fpe- 
cies Of unconitirutional influence, 
have produced the effects naturally 
to be expeéted from fuch proceed- 
ings, by raifing the fpirit and 
awakening the indignation of cvery 
honcft and independent elector. 

My public life is too well known 
to you to make any profefions ne- 
eeflary. ‘Thofe principles which 
brought about the glorious re vo lu- 
tion, which feated his majeity’s 1- 
jutirious family upon the throne, 
and which have preferved the li- 
berty of this corftitution, have 
ever been the inviolable ruie of my 
political conduct. 

Upon thefe grounds I again pre- 
fuine to requeft your fupport; and 
if I fhould be happy enough to be 
re-elected reprefentative of this great 
and refpectable city, you may de- 
pend upon finding i in me a fteady 
fupporter of tue whig caufe, a de- 
termined enemy to that fecret infu- 
ence by which the prefent admini{- 
tration was created, and an unalter- 
able friend to the rights of the peo- 
ple. 

I am, with every fentiment of 
gratitude and refpect, 

Gentlemen, 
Your mott obedient, 
And moft humble fervant, 
C, J. Fox, 
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No. XVI. 


Shakfpeare Tavern, 
Monday evening, May 10, 1784. 


Lord Robert Spencer in the Chair. 


At a meeting of the committee 
for conducting Mr. Fox’s election, 
he'd to take into confideration the 
circumttances of the riot which 
happened at the clofe of this moin- 
ing’s poll, and has been continucd 
through the whole of the day. 

Kefolved unanimoufly, Thatthere 
appears to be the ftronceit grounds 
to believe that the whele has arifen 
from a moft profligate and im iqui- 
tous con! {piracy on the part of the 
opponents of Mr, box, to endeavour 
to break the peace of the election, 
and to overawe the independent ci- 
tizens, by the mott flagrant uncon- 
{titutiont! means, which the defpair 
of 2 corrupt and unprincipled party 
could fuggelt. 

Refolved, That the introduction 
of the military, after every appear- 
ance of riot had ceafed in the morn- 
ing ; their tcizing perfons peaceably 
reimaining on the fpot, retaining 
them uncer a military guard, re- 
fufing the admiffion of any evidence 
in their behalt, and affaulting with 
fixed bayonets, a party of gentle- 
men who came by appointment 
with the magiilrates to offer bail 
for them, are acts which, if coun- 
tenanced, violate not only the free- 
dom of election, but every princi- 
ple of liberty in the country, 

Refolved, That the beginning of 
the riot is folely to be attributed to 
the extraordinary aét of magitterial 
power exercifed this morning, in 
bringing to the huftings a body of 
ruffans within the polling rail, un- 
der pretence of their being new- 
made conttables, though the peace 
able conduct of the poll, for many 
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days paft, has proved that no fuch 
force was nect ‘fary for any good 
purpofe. 

Refolved, That a committee be 
immediately appointed to enquire 
inte the whole of this atrocious 
and extraordinary tranfi¢tion, by 
which the freedom of election has 
been audacioufly violated, and the 
mot facred rights of Englifhmen 
tyrannically trampled under foot. 
Copy of a Circular Lettér, fent by 

the direction of the Lord Lieute- 

nant of the County to 
rent acting Juttices. 
“¢ Sir, 

‘s Having received a letter from 
the duke of Northumberland, culios 
rotulorum of the county of Middle- 
fex and city and liberty of Weitmin- 
fter, of which the tollowing is a 
cop —_— 

«© Northumberland Houte, 
May &, 1754. 


the diffe- 


ss Sir, 

“© [ think it naatteey that 
meeting of all the acting mag iti ates 
ot the city and liberty ot Wettmin- 
iter fhould be held fort! buat, to 
confider fuch meatures as may be 
proper and advifeuble to be adopted 
tor the prelervation of peace and 
good order within the faid city and 
liberty on the cloie of the poll, 
which it is expected will foon take 
place. I mutt ther ‘fore defire you 
will call fuch meeting on Monday 
next, to be held ; at cleven o’clock 
in the forenoon, at the Guildhail, in 
King-fireet, Weitminfer, and I 
have no doubt you will be careful 
to recommend that fuch ffeps as 
fhall then be determined on may be 
purfued with vigour and efie¢*. 

* ] am, with great regard, fir, 

** Your moit obedient 
‘6 Humble iervant, 
* Nor THUMBERLAND. 
“¢ William Mainwaring, efq.” 


PAP ER SG 


“¢ I take the earlieft opportunity 
of communicating it to you, and 
doubt not you will pay duc atten- 
tion to his grace *s withes upon the 
matter, and that you will meet on 
Monday next, at elevgn o’clock in 
the forenoon, at the Guildhall, 
Weftmintter, purtuant thereto. 

‘* Tam, fir, 
** Your moft obedient 
** Humble fervant, 
“ Wirrram Mainwarina, 
** Chotrman of the feffions.”” 

By order of the committce, 

J. KR. Cocwer, fec. 


No. XVII. 


Shakfpeare Tavern, 
We dneiday ni he. 


General Committee, May 12, 1784. 


The fele’ committee appointed 
to enquire into the caufe of the late 
riot, have re ported many circum- 
ftances; fubftantiated by the mot 
incontrovertible evidence, by which 
it now indilputably appears that 
the late tumult, and the unfortu- 
nate Confequences which followed, 
are to be attributed folely to the 
atrocious conduct of the magiftrate 
who brought to the hutftings of Co- 
vent garden, under pretence of af- 
fiiing the peace-ofhcers on Mon- 

ft, a defperate banditt!, a- 
gaintt the opinion and remon- 
frances of all the other wr 
who met at the Guildhall, We 
miniter, on that morning. Pht 
rant is obtained againft one of the 
ring leaders in the execution of this 
caring plan. Enquiries are make 
ing after others, and proper me- 
thods purfuing to bring the offend 
ing magiftrate to juftice. 

Refoived, Thar the feleSt com. 
mittee be defir d to perfevecre in 
their enquiries in this bufinefs, and 
that a ftate of the iniquitous tran- 
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factions already brought to light be 
immediately prepared for publica- 
tion. 
By order of the committee, 
J. KR. Cockea, fee. 


No. XVIII. 
A Murder. 


Whereas, on Monday laft, be- 
tween the hours of three and four 
o’clock, a moft violent affiult was 
made in Covent-garden, at the clofe 
of the poll, on feveral perfons, by 
men armed with bludgeons, cleav- 
ers, and other offenfive weapons; 
in confequence of which, Nicholas 
Caffon,+ a peace-officer, received 
many wounds on his head, and feve- 
ral other parts of his body, which 
occafioned his death, and the coro- 
ner’s inqueft have found, that the 
faid Nicholas Caffon was wilfully 
murdered by fome perfon or perfons 
unknown. 

And whereas there is the ftrong- 
eft reafon to believe that the ruffians 
fo armed with bludgeons and cleav- 
ers, who committed this daring out- 
rage, have been daily hired from the 
commencement of the election to the 
prefent period. 

The committee appointed to con- 
dué& the ele¢tion of lord Hood and 
fir Cecil Wray, thinking it a duty 
which they owe to the public in ge- 
neral, and to the electors of Weit- 
fhinfter in particular, to bring every 
offender to juftice, who has been 
concerned in this inhuman and 
bloody tranfaction, do hereby offer a 
reward of fifty pounds toany perion 
or perfons who fhall difcover the 
murderers, or the pasties who hired 
or employed them. ‘The reward to 
be paid on conviction, by Mr. Sa- 
muel Wood, Covent-garden Piazza. 

J. P. Atkinson, fec. 
Wood's, Covent-garden, 
May 12, 178}. 


Yr Ae RS 


No. XIX. 
Gencral Committee. 


Shakfpeare Tavern, 

May 14, 1784. 
Authentic information being re- 
ceived that the meafure of bringing a 
body of near two hundred armed 
rufhans, under pretence of affifting 
the Weftminfter peace-officers, on 
Monday laft, and lodging them in 
the commmittee-room ot lord Hood 
and fir Cecil Wray, in King ftreer, 
from whence they iffued to the place 
of poll, and on the clofe of it coms 
menced the fatal outrages which en- 
fued, was in no refpect authorized 
by or concerted with the magiftrates 
affembled that morning by the lord 
lieutenant, but was, on the contrary, 
the fole act of juitice Wilmot, a- 
gainit the advice and remonftrances 
of all the faid magittrates. The 
committee for conducting Mr, Fox’s 
election think it incumbent on them 
immediately to retract any refleCtion 
which may appear to be contained 
in their former advertifement on 
this fubject againft the magiftrates.in 
general who tormed the aforefaid 
meeting. And the committee fur« 
ther pledge themfelves to profecute 
to the utmoft the magiftrate who 
planned this moft iniquitious bufi- 
nefs, as well as the ring-leaders, 
who were fo audacioufly active in 
the execution of it. It is unnecef- 
fary for this committee to requeft 
the public to fufpend their opinion 
on this affair, till the authentic par- 
ticulars are laid before them to-more 
row. ‘The falfhoods and fcurrilities 
ifflued from Wood’s Hotel, are fo 
bafe and contemptible that they can 
have produced no other effect, but a 
general fufpicion of the guilt of the 

party they are meant to exculpate. 

By order of the committee, 
J. R. Cocker, fec. 
No, XX. 
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No. XX. 


A Murder. 
May 19. 

Whereas a defperate bandit, 
hired againft che will and remon- 
ttrances of all the Weftminiter ma- 
giltrates, and armed with bludgeons, 
itaves, and piltols, under pretence 
of afluting the Weftminfter peace 
officers, did, on Monday laft, iffue 
forth from Hood and Wray’s com; 
mittee-room, in King-ftreet, to the 
place of poll at Covent-garden, and 
at the clofe thereof did violently and 
inhumanly affaule fundry peaceable 

erfons, and thereby raite an affray, 
in which Nicholas. Caffon lott his 
lite. 

This is to givenotice, that a re- 
ward of one hundred guineas wali 
be paid by the fecretary to the com- 
mittee for conducting Mr. Fox’s 
election, to any perfon or perfons 
who fhall difcover and apprehend, 
fo that they may be profecuted to 
conviction, any of the faid daring 
offenders, or the party who hired, 
paid, or undertook to pay them. 

N. B. As warrants are obtained 
againft two of the principal ring- 
leaders, perfons prefent at the actual 
commencement of the affray, are 
requetted inftantly to communicate 
any material information relative to 
their accomplices, or their employ- 
ers, to Mr. Fox’s committee at the 
Shakfpeare. 

By order of the committee, 
J. R. Cocxsr, Sec. 
No. XXI. 
St. James’s-ftreet, June 10, 1784. 


To the Independent Electors of the 
city of Weitminfier. 
Gentlemen, 
The difficulty of alluding, with 
propriety, to a fubject actually in 
ditcuffion before the houfe of som- 


‘mons, 
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and the impoffibility of 
wholly omitting the mention of the 
late return in any addrefs to you, 
have been the motives which have 
hitherto induced me to retufe my- 
felf the fatisfaction of expreffing 
my gratitude to you, for the great 
honour you have done me, in elect- 
ing me a fourth time to be your re- 
prefentative in parliament. 

I do affure you, that I do not 
feel the obligations you have con- 
ferred upon me the leis, becaufe 
they have not yet had their full ef- 
fect. The plan which appears to 
have been concerted between his 
majefty’s minifters and the high 
baihtt, to deprive you of your 
rights, has been indeed but too fuc- 
cetsfully executed. The extreme 
caution with which the return ap- 
pears to have been framed, in order 
itudioufly to avoid all legal exami- 
nation, either in the common courts 
of juitice, or before a committee 
under Mr. Grenville’s act, and the 
art with which the miniftry have 
contrived to revive, in this inftance, 
the judicature of the houfe of com- 
mons in matters of election, are 
circumitances which deferve your 
moft ferious attention, and which 
of themfelves fufficiently evince the 
Opinion entertained of thefe late 
meafures by their authors.—No 
other return could have anfwered 
their purpofe of avoiding legal exa- 
mination, and of precluding you 
from legal redrefs. Jf the high 
bailiff had returned fir Cecil Wray, 
a petition againft fuch return mutt 
have been heard by a committee 
upon oath, and a f{peedy remedy 
mutt have been obtained. If a dou- 
ble return had been the meafure, 
your redrefs would have been ftill 
more immediate ;—the wifdom of 
our anceftors having given a juft 
priority to fuch cates, upon that 
facred and fundamental principle, 

never 
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never till now violated, that the firft 
bufinefs of a houfe of commons 
upon the meeting of parliament, is 
to fee that its numbers are complete. 
Even if lord Hood had been return- 
ed fingly, fuch a return could not 
have been explained away, fo as not 
to fall under the provifions of Mr. 
Grenville’s act. To avoid there- 
fore the poflibility of your caufe be- 
ing referred to any other tribunal 
than that of the houfe of commons 
at large, a tribunal whofe injultice 
and partiality in matters of election, 
have been recognized by the houfe 
itfelf, a mode of return was invent- 
ed, for which no precedent has been 
found on the records of parliament; 
and the houfe of commons have de- 
termined that the high bailiff may 
go on with the ferutiny. Refpect 
to the houfe of commons forbids me 
to make any other obfervation up- 
on their decifion, than that it muit 
make the neceffity of Mr. Grenville’s 
act univerfally acknowledged. 

I proteft folemnly againft the le- 
gality of this fcrutiny ; but I will 
fhun no opportunity of vindicating 
the infulted character of my con- 
ftituents. I therefore fubmit to pro- 
ceed upon it, with this determina- 
tion: while Iam thanking you for 
patt favours, I muft earneftly foli. 
cit the continuance of your exer- 
tions in your feveral parifhes, as 
well to detect the bad votes of my 
adverfaries, as to defend fuch of 
your own, as may be unjuitly at- 
tacked. 

The audacious manner in which 
the high bailiff juttified himfelf at 
the bar of the houfe of commons, 
upon thofe very grounds which he 
difclaimed with indignation in the 
veitry-room — the virulence and 
party fpirit that appeared in his 
written defence, which his friends 
were yet prudent enough to prevent 
being fubmitted to the perufal of the 

° 
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members ; and above all, the clan- 
deftine intercourfe which appears to 
have been carried on between him 
and m opponents, during the 
whole ume of the eleétion, and the 
boundlefs confidence which he feems 
to have given to all the idle @ales of 
their agents, yield us no very flat- 
tering profpect ot equity or fairnefs 
in the court before which this en- 
quiry is to be conducted; but truth 
and juftice, fupported by perfever- 
ance and refolution, will ultimately 
be triumphant againft the daring 
conf{piracy which has been formed 
againtt them. 

To raife tumults and riots by the 
means of conttables, whofe duty it is 
to preferve the peace ; to make fuch 
riets the pretence for an unconftitu- 
tional introduction of the military 
during an election ;—to attempt, by 
a moft infamous profecution, to take 
away the lives of innocent men; 
and finally, by an unprecedented 
return, to exclude this city from 
the benefit of Mr. Grenville’s aét, 
and to deprive you of your right of 
reprefentation, fo that your money 
may be given and granted without 
your confent; thefe are the arts by 
which thofe, who have in vain 
courted your favour, now hope to 
intimidate you into fubmiffion. I 
feel _mvfelf aflured, they will find 
that it is as impoitible to terrify you 
as to deceive, and that this refpect- 
able city will, in this feafon of po- 
pular delufion, fland a fplendid ex. 
ample ot tteadinefs and attachment 
to thofe principles, to which the 
king owes his crown, and Great 
Lritain her liberty, It will be my 
humble tafk, both in and out of 
parlament, to fecond your efforts, 
and to do all in my power to juftify 
the partiality you have thewn me, 
through fuch arduous trials, and 
with fuch unfhaken perfeverance. 

I mutt again repeat, that no words 

can 
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can exprefs thoie fentiments of gra- 
titude with which I have the bo- 
nour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obliged, and 
Devoted fervant, 
C. Jj. Fox. 





Narrative of the Proceed ngs in the 
Scrutiny that was invituted in Be- 
half of Sir Cee ut ray, bart. for 
the Purp fe of invefizating the 
Le gal. ty of the F ates lees in tbe 
late Wefminfier lection. 


No. I. 


Che following is an official Copy of 
the Return made by the Hivh 
Balitt of Weitminiter to the 
Sheriff of Middletex, and by the 
Sheriff to the Clerk of the 
Crown: 


Thomis Corbett, bailiff of the 


liberty of the dean ‘and chapter of 
the collegiate Church of St. Peter, 


at Weitminfter, in the county of 
Middlefex, doth hereby certify unto 
the fheri ff of the faid county of 
Middiefex, that by virtue of a 
certain precept, dated the 26th day 
of May laft, and on the fame day 
delivered to him the faid bailiff, by 
the faid fheriff for the electia.a of 
two citizens to ferve in the en‘uing 
parliamens tor the cuy of Wettmin- 
fler, and by Virtue of the writ there- 
10 recited, (proclamation of the 
premifes in the faid precept fir ft 
mentioned, of the day and place as 
in the faid precept is directed firf 
being made) he thé faid bailiff did 
proceed to the eleétion of two c ti- 
zens to ferve in the enfuing parlia- 
ment for the faid city of Weftmin- 
fier, on the firft day of April now 
laft paft, ov which day appeared 
1784- 
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and were put tn nomination the 
three candidates hereia after men- 
tioned, anda poll being de manded, 
he the faid bailiff did forthwith 
proceed to take the fuid poll, and 
continued to take the fame day by 
day, during fix hours each day, 
viz, trom nine in the fofenoon to 
three in the aftern on, until the day 
ot the date " thefe prefents inclu- 
live, on which day the fad poll was 
finally clofed, when the numbers 
on the faid poll for the faid feveral 


en . : 
candidates ft yod as follows, Vile 


For the 
muel 
baror 
kinedom 

For the ri 
! 

' 
For fir Ceenl W ray, bard. 


net . - 5958 


The faid bailiff further fets forth, 
that on the faid final clofe of the 
voll; a ferutiny was duly demanded 
in behalf of fir Cecil Wray, which 
ferutiny the faid bailiff has gr anted 
for the purpofe of invefigating the 
legality of the vores more accurate) 
than could be done on the fuid poll; 
and the faid ferutiny fo gran ed is 
now pending and undetermined, and 
by reaion of the pren lifes, the faid 
bailiff humbly conceives he cannot 
mcke any other return to the faid 
precept than as herein-before is 
contained, until the faid {Crutiny 


right hon. fi: 
}! wl, t tronet, 
lio { of the 


Sa- 


C694. 
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fall be determined, which he fully 
intends to proce ts upon with ail 
practicable difp “ h. In wit nef{g 
whereof, he the frid Th rene ws Cor. 

bert, bail of the faid lib ‘ity, hath 
hereunto fet his hand ; ad feal, the 
17th day of May, in the year of our 


Lord 1784. 
Tuo. Coasetr, bailiff. 


(L) No, 
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No, II. 
May 26. 

The petition prefented by Mr. 
Fox, relative to the eleétion for 
Weitminfter, is very long, and 
takes notice of feveral tranfactions 
during the poll; it flates fully the 
return made by the bailiff, and then 
obferves— 

That at the final clofe of the poll, 
at three o’clock in the afternoon, on 
the 17th day of May, a fcrutiny 
was demanded on the part of fir Ce- 
eil Wray, which was immediately 
objefted to by your petitioner. 

That the bailiff did take upon 
him, contrary to the exigency ot the 
writ, the pofitive injunction of the 
ftatute, and the invariable law and 

fage of parliament, in the moit ar- 
bitrary and illegal manner, to de- 
elare that he would grant fuch feru- 
tiny, to commence and be proceeded 
upon, after the day appointed for 
the day of returning the writs tor 
fummoning this parliament. 

Thatthe faid bailiff in refufing to 
execute the faid indenture tendered 
to him, and to return the petitioner 
as one of the two citizens duly elect- 
ed to ferve in parliament tor the faid 
city; according to the ufual courfe 
of proceeding in fuch cafes, and in 
the common and eftablifhed torm of 
returns, and ii making fuch fpecial 
return as aforefaid,; has py oe 
himfelf in a manner equally arbi- 
trary, illegal, unconftitutional, and 
unprecedented, and which, if eoun- 
tenanced, would not only totally 
fubvert the ancient forms of elections 
of members to ferve in parliament, 
but would defeat all the wife ends 
for which thofe forms were at tirit 
adopted, and have finee hitherto in- 
variably prevailed. 

That your petitioner humbly con- 
ecives, and is advifed, that the faid 
retutn is highly injurious to your 
petitioner, is a palpable breach of 
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duty in the faid bailiff, an open vio- 
lation of the act of parliament, a 
wilful difobedience of the writ, and 
a maniteft difregard of the invaria- 
ble laws and ufage of parliament. 
It then prays the houfe to take 
the fame into their immediate con- 
fideration, and to order the faid bai- 
lif forthwith to execute the faid in- 
denture of return fo tendered to him, 
and to make a proper and perfec re- 
turn, to be annexed to the faid writ 
for Weftminifter, or to give him fuch 
other relict, as to the ruftice of that 
hunourable houfe fhall feem meet. 


No. Ill. 


June rr. 


The following proteits were this day 
delivered to the high-bailiff at 
St. Anne’s veiiry-room. 


To Thomas Corbett, efq. High- 
— Bailiff. 

Before [ go upon the bufinefs of 
this icrutiny, I do hereby folemnly 
proteft againft its legality, ahd re- 
ferve to mytelf the right of impeach- 
ing it hereafter cither in any court 
of judicature, or betore a committee 
of the houfe of commons under Mr. 
Grenville’s a&t: and | hereby alfo 
declare, thar | referve to myfelf the 
right of fuimg the high-bailiff for a'l 
the expences, or the double ot 
them, which are drawn upon me by 
this illegal a¢t in the appointment of 


this ferutiny. 
C. J. Fox. 


Veftry-room, Se. Anne's, 
une 12, 1784. 


To Thomas Corbett, efy. high bai- 
liff of Weftminter. 


We whofe names are fub{cribed, 
electors of Weftminfter, do proteft 
againft your commencing or pro- 
eceding on any ferutivy of the po | 

ou 
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on the late election for reprefenta- 
tives in parliament for this city, 
and do reterve to ourfelves the right 
and power to object to, and impeach 
all your proceedings therein, as we 
thall be advifed. 

Given under our hands, on be- 
half of ourfelves and the 
other electors of this city, 
this rrth day of June, 1784. 

ONATHAN PaGE, 

a. GILCHRIST, 
Joun Davis, 
Cuarces Pronarrt, 
Epvwarp Lang, 
‘Tuomas Brooks, 
Witiiam Fisnery 
WitutamM Fitca, 
Tuomas Extis. 


June r5. 

At 10 o'clock this morning the 
high-bailiff, his deputy, and coun- 
fel, fir Cecil Wray, lord Hood, and 
their counfel, and colonel Fitzpa- 
trick, and other gentlemen, with Mr. 
Phillips and Mr. Garrow, as counfel 
on behalf of Mr. Fox, being met, the 
reyulating articles were confidered, 
and the tollowing Were agreed to by 
both parties—two counfel only to 
be admitted on each fide—three 
fcrutineers on each fide, with liberty 
to change them, upon giving notice 
to the high bailiff.—Sir Cecil Wray 
to go through all his objections in 
one parifh, firft; and Mr. Fox then 
to go through all hjs in the fame 
manner, and then the books of that 
parifh to be fhut.—-One clear day’s 
notice to be given of the objections 
to the voters.—When the ferutiny 
is adjourned to another parith, no 
retrofpective view allowed refpect- 
ing any voters in the former parifh. 
There were befides other regula- 
tions, which not being agreed to, 
dropped of courfe, fuch as an order 
to fhut out the voters, except three 
of a fide. The difcuffion of this 
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article took up a confiderable time, 
until the high bailiff’s counfel very 
candidly acknowledged, that he very 
much doubted his authority to ex- 
clude the eleGtors, and that it would 
be infinitely more prudent, to ad- 
mit as many as the room would 
conveniently hold. Two fide bars 
were then propofed, by way of pre- 
ferving a proper entrance for the 
officers, &c. and this propofal was 
acceded to. Mr. ve pro- 
pofed, that the litt fhould go on in 
rotation, and that no excufe fhould 
be made, for omitting a voter, and 
going to the vext ; he ftated a num- 
ber of inconveniencies, which had 
accrued from the admiffion of this 
practice, even in a {mall degree in 
the city, and after having commit- 
ted his propofal to paper, he fub- 
mitted it to fir Cecil and friends, 
neither of whom would accede to 
it. They infifted, that the high 
bailiffs difcretion muft govern that 
point. It being now twelve o'clock, 
Mr. Fox arrived, and the high bailiff 
addrefled him in a very becoming 
manner, ftating, that whatever pre- 
judices might have prevailed with 
Mr. Fox againft him, or whatever 
refentments he might be fuppofed to 
entertain on account of the unmerit- 
ed afperfions which were caft againft 
him, yet that he was determined to 
adminifter ftrict and impartial juf- 
tice. In faét, he had given fecu- 
rity for fuch condu&, having called 
to his affittance an impartial and 
learned gentleman of the jaw, to 
whom he fhould refer every queftion 
ot difficulty. The accommodatin 
articles were now read, and Mr. 
Fox, fir Cecil Wray, and lord 
Hood figned them: and other rri- 
fling matters being adjufted, the 
court was adjourned until the next 
day atten o’clock, _ 

June 16. This morning the high 
bailiff and deputy, with his counfel, 
(L 2) Mr. 
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Mr. Hargrave, attended in the vef- 
try-room of St. Anne, to proceed 
upon the fcrutiny, and produced the 
litt of rotation of the different pa- 
rifhes, which ftood after St. Anne’s, 
Si. Margaret’s, and St. John’s, fe- 
cond; but Mr. Fox and his friends 
propofed drawing the parifhes by 
lots, which being affented to, lots 
were accordingly drawn, and the 
parifhes now ftand in the following 
order: St. Martin’s, St. Margaret’s 
and St. John’s, St. Clement’s and 
St. Mary le Strand, St. Paul’s, Co- 
vent-garden and St. Martin’s le 
Grand, St, James’s and St.George’s. 
Fuly 20. The {crutiny in the pa- 
rifh of St. Anne’s, Weftminiter 
clofed on the part of fir Cecil 
Wray, bart, ‘The number of votes 
objetted to. was feventy-one—of 
which twenty-three were difquali- 
fied, forty-fix declared to be good, 
and two cafes of foreigners referv- 
ed for farther confideration, were 
afterwards declared to be bad.— 
Mr. Fox’s agents delivered in their 
lifts of objections againft fir Cecil’s 
voters, and the court adjourned. 
Aug. 7+ At eleven o'clock the 
parties being aflembled, and the 
room uncommonly crouded in anxi- 
ous expectation of hearing the 
xreat queftion of denization argued, 
Ir. Philipps, Mr. Morgan, and 
Mr. Garrow, who is returned from 
the circuit, fuddenly retired into 
the church, where they itaid up- 
wards of half an hour, Upon 
their return, Mr. Philipps addrefied 
the high bailiff, flating the length 
of time the court had fat, and the 
uncommon. attention which had 
been paid to the bulinefs, together 
with the enormous expence incur- 
red. Having taken thefe circum- 
ttances into their-ferious confider- 
ation, they had ‘agreed to give up 
the remaining objections, feveral of 
7 
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which he was confident of carrying,, 
to fave trouble to the voters, ex- 
pence to themfelves, and expedite. 
the fcrutiny, provided the high. 
bailiff would indulge them with an 
adjournment for one week, previ- 
ous to entering wpon the parith of 
St. Martin.. It might appear upon 
the face of it, he faid, that a com- 
pliance wih fuch requeit would 
tend to delay; but a moment’s 
confideration would prove that how- 
ever paradoxical, yet it was ftrictly 
complying with the directions of. 
the houfe of commons, and proceed- 
ing with ** the utmolt practicable 
difpatch.” For inftance, the votes 
which he now gave up, would cer- 
tainly have taken up more time 
than the indulgence required : 
added to which the agents for the 
parties would have time to enquire 
imto the feveral cafes. and on the 
one hand not bring forward fuch as 
they were not well authorized by 
the ftrength of evidence to attack ; 
and on the other not to defend fuch 
as they were convinced ought to be 
given up. This he faid would 
greatly ilorten the bufinefs, to the 
mutual eafe and health of all par- 
ties. He therefore informed the 
court, that they had agreed to make 
fome eonceijions which he fpecified, 
and which would wholly complete 
the liits of both parties, and give 
Mr. Fox a majority of one upon 
the fcrutiny; he therefore moved 
the court accordingly. Mr. Mor- 
gan feconded the motion, and Mr. 
Garrow made a moit elegant {peech, 
wherein he pointed out the great 
object obtained; namely, to con- 
vince the world of the falfehood of 
thofe bafe and injurious affertions 
which had been made refpeéting 
Mr. Fox’s voters. He was per- 
fectly of opinion that the adjourn- 
ment would expedite the wes 
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The high bailiff faid, « Difpofed 


as 1 am to oblige, yet [ am forry I 
do not fee I could be juttitied.” 
The counfel enforced their argu- 
ments, and Mr. Philipps again ob. 
ferving upon the enormous expence 
to his client, added ** which we can 
very ill afford, let the world know 
thar.” The high bailiff appealed 
to Mr. Hargrave, who oblerved 
that the arguments were forcible, 
that the court was pretled by very 
cogent reafons, and that he was 
much inclined to believe that the 
adjourument§ would eventually 
fhorten the bufinefs ; yet it was ut- 
terly out of his power to antic:pate 
the opinion of the houfe, ‘That it 
Jay entirely with the high bailif’s 
difcretion, which he had no doubt 
but the houfe would interpret ina 
liberal manner. It was at lait a- 
greed that a written requelt fhould 
be made and entered upen the 
books, which being done, the high 
bailiff made the edjournment, and 


pronounced the diflolution of the 
icrutiny in St. Anne’s parifh. 

The number of votes objected to 
on the part of Mr. Fox were thirty- 
two, ot which twenty-fix were de- 
clared bad, five good, and one potl- 


poned. Majority in favour of Mr. 
Fox in St. Anne’s parifh one vote. 
Adjourned till this day fe’ennight 
at ten in the morning at St. Mar- 
tin’s, veitry, 





The following Addrefes of fome of the 
Candidates at the late general Elec 
trom were thought worthy of our 
Repofitory. 

No. I. 

To the Gentlemen, Clergy, Free- 
men, and Freeh dders of the City 
and County of Norwich, 


Gent'emen, 


In compliance with the wifhes, 
which a large amd refpectable in- 
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tereft has long done me the honour 
to entertain towards me; | ftand 
forth as a candidate for the city of 
Norwich. My zeal for the contli- 
tution of this country is founded 
upon an impartial and ferious at- 
tention to its real intere(ts, nor 
would I be deterred from difcharg- 
ing my duty, by the oppolition 
even of a free and enlightened peo- 
ple, when they act to the prejudice 
of their own rights. My opinions 
are not to be iLaken by every tran- 
fieat blaft of clamour, and as to 
my motives, they are fuch, I truit, 
as will not fhrink from the fevereit 
ferutiny. I fhould indeed condemn 
myfelf as moft unworthy of your 
choice, if the leading principles of 
my actions could be dittorted into 
endlefs inconfiiencies, by a fervile 
accommodation to thofe changes, 
which have lately prevailed in 
public opinions, and public mea- 
iures, 

Scorning the mean arts ef ditl 
mulation, I have planted myfelf 
before the judgment of my triends, 
and the prejudices of my enemies, 
in open day. I may offend the un- 
wary, and even the well-difpofed ; 
but | cannot deceive them; nor 
will I facrifice to any felfith views 
that opennefs of dealing, which 
can alone fecure to me the conti- 
nuance of your etleem after fuc- 
cefs, or the approbation of my own 
heart under d.iappointment. ‘The 
fame conduct, which procures me 
the henour of your fupport, thal 
juftify you in bettowing 1. 
~ Reports, I'am aware, have gone 
abroad, of which, groundlefs and 
extravagant as they are, it may 
be neceflary to take fome notice, 
Yet I will not wrong your candour 
and good fenfe, by fuppofing that 
they are, in the flighteft + me 
hurtful to that caufe, which is 
equally dear to yourfelves and to 

(L. 3) me. 
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me. I feel, indeed, fome fort of 
degradation in the very attempt to 
refute thofe dark and invidious in- 
finuations, which have hitherto af- 
fumed no determinate form, which 
have been employed only on the 
credulity of tloie who know me 
not, and which are induftrioutly 
circulated by the artifices of thofe, 
whom, becaufe they do know me, 
it is more eafy to convince than to 
filence. 

If | were unable to diftinguifh 
between the comparative merits of 
men or meafures, or unwilling to 
a‘t according t my fenfe of thofe 
merits, I fhould be totally unfit for 
the important and honourable trutt 
which you repofe in your repre- 
fentatives. He that is incapable of 
making fuch diftinétions cannot 
ferve you effectually ; and he, who, 
from whatever motives, refules to 
make them, mutt often betray you. 
Jn the freedom with which I| have 
ever declared my fentiments, at the 
hazard even of difobliging my 
friends, you have a pledge, furely, 
for the firmnefs with which I fhall 
on all occafions make my own dif- 
paffionate judgment the fole and 
tixed rule of my conduct, What 
circumftances have they, who are 
moft prodigal of their ccnfures, 
ever difcerned in my character or 
fituation, which can juftity them in 
reprefenting me as the bigot of any 
fyitem, or the flave of any party ? 
As to popularity, J difdain to court 
‘it by a defertion of thofe very fen- 
timents which fir(t obtained for me 
the flattering diilinétion of your 
warm and unfolicited approbation ; 
but I am moit anxious to deferve 
that approbation by the faithful and 
diligent difcharge of inv duty, in 
protecting your moft fucred rights 
againft every man, and every fet of 
men, who mav witl: to undermine 
and ivbverr them, J heave the 
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honour to be, with the greateft 
re{pect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your mott obedient, and 
Faithful humble fervant, 
W. WindHam. 


Norwich, March 26, 1784. 


No, IT. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the County of 
Middlefex. 


I was firit called forth to main- 
tain the independency of your 
county. Through your means I 
was enabled to aflert it. No exer- 
tions of mine fhall be wanting to 
preferve it. The hand of power 
has, on every occafion, been raifed 
againft me. It has now varied the 
form of its attack, but its end is 
the fame. We have triumphed 
over it in a former inftance, I truft 
we fhall be equally fuccefsful in 
this. Confcious that my conduct 
has been governed by one uniform 
principle, that I have been a¢tuat- 
ed by no felfifh views ; that I have 
watched over your interefts with 
unremitting attention ; and that I 
have zcealoufly perfevered in the 
caufe of freedom, it is with confi- 
dence that I again appeal to you 
for your fuffrages. 

I am, 
With the mott unfeigned gratitude, 

Your faithful humble fervang, 

G. Byne. 


Berkeley-fquare, March 27, 


No. III. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the County of 
Middlefex. 


Gentlemen, 
Confcious of having on every 
occalion difchargge with zeal and 


fidelity 
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fiJelity the various duties of the 
important charge, with which I 
was intrufted, and reflecting with 
gratitude on the frequent public 
marks of your approbation during 
the late preceding parliaments, | 
beg to be permitted again to make 
you the humble t nder of mv fer- 
vices at the enfuing general elec- 
tion. 

I always confidered it a: the duty 
of your reprefentative in parlia- 
ment to deliver there the real fenfe 
of his conitituents, and, in obedi- 
ence to your commands, to fubmit 
jn a dutiful manner to the fovereign 
the fentiments of this refpectable 
county. Such has been the invari- 
able rule of my conduci, which I 
truft appears firm and confiftent. I 
have confcientioutly adhered to the 
folemn engagement figned by your 
late much-lamented member, Mr. 
Glynn, and mytelf, previous to 
the general election in 1774. In 
one momentous point, after a itrug- 
gle of many years, fuccefs follow- 
ed to the full extent of my warmefi 
wifhes. I glory in having obtained 
for you the moit complete fatisfac- 
tion from|the late parliament. 1 
allude to the motion in May, 1732, 
«+ for vindicating the injured rights 
of the frecholders of this county, 
and the whole body of electors 
in this united hingdom,’’ and the 
fubfequent order that all the decia- 
rations and refolutions, which mi- 
litated againft your rights and fran- 
chiles, thould be ** expunged from 
the jouree™ as being ‘ubverfive 
of the rights of the whole body 
of electors of this kingdom.” 
Other effential articles however of 
that engagement remain ftill ro be 
accomplithed, particularly *¢ a more 
{air and equal reprefentation of the 
people,” and ** the fhortening the 
duration of parliaments.” J pledge 
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myfelf to you that both thefe 
weighty queitions fhall receive a. 
tull difeuffion very early in the new 
parliament, if your favour fhould 
give me a feat in the great council 
of the nation, 

I intreat you, gentlemen, to do 
me the juttice to believe that I hall 
be extremely defirous of ene 
your inftructions on every event 
importance reipecting my parlia- 
mentary conduct, if i am fo happy 
as to have the late honorable relation 
to you renewed, The powers, 
which I may derive from you, thall 
regularly be exerted in obedience 
to the directions of my worthy con- 
ftituents. My parliamentary voice 
fhall faithfully declare the opinion 
of the treeholders of Middielex, 
and my vote be given in ftriét con- 
formity to their inftructions, by 
which the fenfe of the people will 
be fo far afcertained with fairnefs 
and precifion. It is my ambition 
to be acknowledged in the prefent 
age, and tranfmitted to the lateft 
poiterity, as a ftrenuous, fteady, 
and unitorm fupporter of civil i 
berty, of the moft general and li- 
beral toleration in «all matters of re- 
lig ous concern, of the noble fran- 
chites and rights otf this free peo- 
ple, and the balance of power in 
that happy, well-poized conttitu- 
tion, which the immortal William 
eflablifhed at the glorious Revos 
lution. 

In the prefent alarming crifis, 
gentlemen, 1 confels that I anxi- 
oufly fupplicate the honour of your 
fuffrages, that I may be enabled to 
itrengthen the hands of our prefent 
virtuous young minifter in his pae 
triotic plans to retrieve your af- 
fairs, to veflore public credit, to 
recover the faded glory of our 
country. J conceive fuch a cong 
duct to meet the clear, declared 


(L 4) Pps 








(168) PUBLIC 


opinion of a great majority of the 
frecholders of Middletex. I know 
his avility, his unwearied atrention 
to the public fi rvice, and his zeal 
to promote thofe objects of national 
magnitude, wheh you have at 
heart. Hie will therefore receive 
every fupport, which you may en- 
able me to give, while he continues 
to. poiiels the fanction of your 
cieem, and I am convinced that 
time, the moti unerring jucge, by 
daily bringiny an addi ional degice 
of merstorjous feryice. will contirm 
and increafe to him the attachment 
of a grateful nation. 

As the fberff has advertifed a 
general meeting of the freeholders 
of this county to confider of proper 
perions to be nominated by them 


to reprefeot this county in the en- 
fuing parliament, to be held at the 
Mermaid, at Hackney, on Saturday 
next the sd of April, at twelve 
o’clock at noon, give me leave to 
folicit the carly appearance of my 


friends there, and their generous 
protection. 

The eleétion will be at Brent- 
ford on Thurfday, the 22d of April, 
when | hope to be again the man 
of your fiee choice, and by the 
continuance of that obliging par- 
tiality, which has been my ditline- 


tion in life, the repre‘entative of 


my native county in the enfuing 
pari iment. 


Iam, gentlemen, 
With great regard and gratitude, 
Your mo't faithful, and 
Obedient humble fervant, 


Joun Wickes. 


Prince’s Court, Weftminfter, 
Monday, March 29. 
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No. IV. 
Tothe Livery of the City of London, 
Gentlemen, 

I have jutt learnt that I have been 
this day propofed, in a manner 
equally unexpected and flattering to 
me, as a candidate to repreient the 
city of i ondon in parliament ; and 
that 1 had the honour ot having my 
name returned on the flew ot hands. 
It is impotfibe for me not to feel 
the warmeit gratitude and farisfac- 
tion in receiv ng fo dittinguifhed a 
mark of confidence from fo great 
avd refpeciable a boly. It is the 
more honourable to me, as | can 
attribute it only to their approba- 
tion of my public principics and 
conduct in the pretent important 
moment. Sentible as Iam at the 
fame time, that my engagements 
are not futhciently compatible with 
the duties incumbent on one who 
has the honour of being placed in 
that fituation, I fhould be wanting 
in refpect and attention to the city 
of London, it | did not take the 
earlieit opportunity of begging pere 
million to declire the poil. Ver- 
mit me to add, that I truit 1 fall 
on no occafion be found Iefs zal- 
cus to promote the intereft of the 
city, and, with it, thofe of the 
kingdom in general, thon if I had 
the honour of be ng fent as their 
immediate reprefentative. 

I have the h nour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient and 
Faithtul humble fervant, 

Downing. ftreet, W. Pirt, 

March 30, 1784. 


No. V. 
Tothe Worthy Electors of the Bo- 
rough of Hertford, 
Gentlemen, 
Notwithftanding the event of 
the late poll, I fhould be wea 
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ef that good opinion with which 


my friends have honoured me, if I 
did not in the moft cordial manner 
exprefs to them my fincere acknow- 
ledements. It was not in ther 
power to prevent the effect of thote 
combined circumftances which the 
popular fury of the t mes, and the 
various influences operating 1n fa- 
vour of my opponents, rendered 
irre! ftible, 

By tome new and courtly con 
ception of things there are thole 
who have perfuaded themfelves to 
declare, that length of fervice in 
parliament is an a.quittal of every 
obligation to protefs the public 
principles on which they act, 
Length of fervice and independ- 
ence of mind are not alu ays iyno 
nymous. And I have never thought 
it inconfiftient with my duty, or 
degrading to my honour to avow 
mine, In doing this I refer to my 
uniform pu lic conduét tor fixteen 
years pait. 1 have nothing to con- 


ceal, nor any bias on my mind by 
which i can be tem, ted im any in- 
{tance to facrifice objects 
national importance to views of 


of ferious 


tempo! ar. 
yoffeffion « 


emolument, either in 
r expectation, 

The part which has been taken 
againft me i retent nor:—The fup 
pot I have experienced from my 
old and new friends | receive with 
gratitude, ‘n the choice of your 
prefe't members you have acted in 
a manner molt agreeable to your 
vithes, and they will have perform- 
ed no more than their bounden 
duty, by fersing you with the ame 
difinterefcdnefs and fidelity with 
which have endea:oured co atone 
for many other de‘ects. 

On this and every fimilar occa- 
fion yo. will do well to conficer 
that you are called upon to the ex- 
ercife of this valuable franchi‘e, to 
preferve that balance in our coniti- 
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tution on which all our liberties 
depend ; and bearing in your minds 
a late moft extraordinary tranfac- 
tion, you will dread as the wortt of 
evils that can befall you, every 
fxcies of ariltocratic influence, 
i:imce gmoment’s reflection will con- 
vince you, that nothing lets is 
meant by the moft flattering con- 
defcentions, than to e(tablifh an in- 
tereft anong you for the purpofes 
of private ambition, and you will 
hardly be perfuaded, that thofe 
will prove the mott zealous affertors 
of your rghrts and independence 
who have thameiully betrayed their 
own, 

In my private fituation, T fhall 
be happy to promote the profper- 
ity of your town; and am, with 
the moit unteigned regard, 

Your obliged and obedient 
fervant, 
Bayford-Bury, 
April 2. 


W. Baker. 


No. VI. 
To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 


Freeholders ot the County of 

Middlefex. 

Permit me to exprefs my grate- 
ful feelings for the .e:y honourable 
fupport | experienced at my nomi- 
nation at Hackney on Saturday laft, 
and to afiure you that I look for- 
ward with the utmott confidence to 
the day when by your generous 
efforts | may be again returned your 
reprefc ntative in parliament. 

Every practice of power, and 
every device that the moit defign- 
ing men can fugeeft, have been 
ufed againfl me. The papers filled 
with the moft fallacious accounts of 
the tranfactions at the meeting, 

A telt was propofed, not fimilar 
to that of the city of London, but 
particularly foes ts as Oppolite to 
my known declarations, previous 


to your fesmer choigg of me. 
. Tg 
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To put an end to the American 
war, to reverfe the decifiow which 
deprived you of your rights, to re- 
duce the influence of the crown, to 
fhorten the duration, and to reform 
the reprefentation of parliaments, 
were all objects of your deepeft con- 
cern. In principle we concurred, 
and without a promife of obedience 
I obeyed. 

Relying on the proofs of your 
regard which I have experienced 
during my canvas, I refer to my 


paft conduct, which, fuperior to any 


profeffions I can ufe, will beit evince 
the fincerity of my principles, and 
that unalterable attachment with 
which I am, 
Gentlemen, 
Your much obliged and 
Faithful fervant, 


G.'Byne. 
Berkeley-fquare, 
Apr- 4, (784. 


No. VII. 


Pembroke-hall, Cambridge, 
Apr. 6, 1784. 
Sir, 

I think it my duty totake the firft 
moment to communicate to you, 
that J am returned for the univer- 
fity of Cambridge. I cannot fuf- 
ticiently exprefs how much I regret 
the impoffibility of accepting the 
honour intended ime by the corpo- 
ration of Bath. I truft they will 
do me the juttice to believe, that 
nothing but the particular cireum- 
ftances of my connection with this 
place could have prevented my em- 
bracing an offer to flattering to my 
feelings. May I beg the fave ur of 
you to affure them, thar I fhall al- 
ways retain a juft fenfe of fuch a 
mark of their good opinion, and 
scl mytelf bound in the firongeit 


— 
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manner by attachment and grati. 
tude to their fervice. 
lam, with great truth, 
Sir, 
Your obedient and 
Faithtul fervant, 


W. Ps TTe 
John Leake, efq. 


Bath. 


No, VIII. 

To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders ot the County of 
Nortolk. 

Gentlemen, 

In compliance with the opinion 
of many refpectable friends, I re- 
tire from a conteit, which is likely 
to difturb the peace of the county, 
without seme: any advantage 
to that caufe in which I am engay- 
ed. The fhortnefs of the interval 
between the nomination and the 
day ot election was thought infuf- 
ficient to recover the etteéts of a 
canvas, which (it now appears) had 
begun, during my abfence in town, 
was carried on without my know- 
lege, and owed much of its fuccefs 
to an artifice not the mott juftifiable, 
the pretence of a junction between 
my late worthy colleague and my 
opponent, 

With gratitude I fhall ever ac- 
knowlege the paft favours of my 
conflituents ; norcan I reflect, with- 
out triumph, on the endeavours | 
have faithtully and fteadily exerted 
to deferve the continuance of them. 
From whatever caufes my prefent 
difappointment may have arifen on 
your part, it cannot, I am fure, be 
unputed to any want of fincerity or 
conftancy on mine. I was called 
forth as your reprefentative, in fup- 
port of revolutional principles ; and 
where is the inflance in which my 
moft prejudiced foe can fhew that I 
have deierted them? Upon thete 

prin- 
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principles, gentlemen, I took a de- 
cided, and, after your choice of my 
competitor, J muft add, a.diitin- 
guifhed part in oppofing the Ame- 
rican war: I gave my vote moft 
heartily, and mott pooner sow for 
controuling the enormous influence 
of the crown; and affifted in that 
truly conftitutional meaiure, by 
which the much-abufed power of 
voting was taken away trom the 
immediate dependants ot the crown, 
On the fame principle, and with the 
fame fteady view to the common 
good, | will never give up my 
claim to confiftency in having fup- 
ported the duke of Portland in his 
coalition with lord North, being 
perfuaded that fuch a meafure, 
however liable to mifreprefentation, 
was, by a change of circumftances, 
become indifpenfibly neceflary. I 
felt it my duty to follow the example 
of many honett men, who, after the 
conclufion of the American war, 
having no juft ground of difference, 
were willing to lay afide perfonal 
animofities, for the fake of pur- 
fuing meafures falutary in them- 
felves, and which nething but their 
union could render practicable. 
But, whatever opinion you may 
form of my conduét, the purity of 
my motives ftands, I truft, unim- 
eached. Had a regard for your 
intereft, and for the honour of be- 
coming your reprefentative, held a 
fecondary place in my wifhes, there 
isa path in which I poffibly, as well 
as others, might have gratified a 
lefs generous ambition, and have 
faved myfelf the difappointment 
which I now experience. 

In ftating thefe facts, I mean not 
to make an oftentatious difplay of 
fervices, which have no other merit 
than the motives that dictated them ; 
but I do mean to convince you, 
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that whatever reafons you may have 
for giving a preference to other. 
men, you have no juit ground of 
accufation ayainft me. 

While I lament the lofs of your 
confidence, as it afiects myfelf, I 
feel a more ferious concern for the 
confequence of that lois to the Whig 
intereit, which my family was ia 
this county brought forward to fup- 
port in the year 1768, and which 
now feems threatened with a total 
overthrow by the machinations of 
its enemies, and by the tempora 
prejudices of many of thofe who 
fhould be its fupporters. Let me, 
however, do jullice to thofe nume- 
rous and refpectable friends, to 
whole generous exertions, in the 
prefent inftance, I am fo highly in- 
debted, and whofe frmne(s, in de- 
fence of confticutional liberty, will, 
I truft, on fome future occafion, be 
more effectual. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

With the greateft refpett, 
Your moft faithful, and 
Obedient humble fervant, 
Tuo. Wa. Coxe. 
Narwich, April 12. 


No. IX. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the County of 
Middlefex. 


Gentlemen, 
I moft earneit! 
ceptance of my 


defire your ac« 
it thanks for the 
very honourable and diftinguithed 
teftimony you have given me of 
your approbation and good opinion, 
by your endeavours to reftore me to 
that confidential truft which I lately 
poffetied. 

In a mind wholly devoted to your 
intereits, fentiments of yratitude are 
not the only impreffions which your 


that I have not betrayed the cruit of. great and generous exertions fhould 


whieh you have deprived me; and 


produce: Iam called by a fenfe of 
thofe 
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thofe principles which led me to 
engage in your fervice, to fecond 
your efforts, and to co-operate with 
ou in giving them that effect, 
which I believe in my confcience 
they are juftly intitled to. 

It is not the caufe of an indivi- 
dual, it is your caufe, it is the caufe 
of the real electors for which I am 
contending, and in which therctore 
I rely upon your affitiance and vigi- 
lance in detecting thole arts which 
may have been practifed to over- 
throw it. 

In the ferutiny which I have 
thought it my duty to demand, I 
had no object but the affertion and 
vindication of your rights, and the 
prefervation of that great and in- 
valuable franchife on which our li- 
berty fo entirely depends, and which 
it is my wifh to fecure againft the 
combined attempts of power, ambi- 
tion, and treachery. 

I feel the importance and weight 
of the tafk I have undertaken, and 
am well aware of the confequences 
attendant upon it; but whatever 
may be the event of my prefent in- 
veftigation, which my expectation 
of fuccefs fhall not tempt me vainly 
or vexatioufly to purfue, you may 
be afflured that my fpirit is un- 
broken, and that my zeal in your 
eaufe fhall remain unabated ; and 
that, whether in a public or private 
ftation, I fhall equally retain the 
fame fentiments of regard and at~ 
tachment with which I now profefs 
myfelf, Gentlemen, 

Your moft grateful, and 
Faithful humble fervant, 
G. Byne. 
Berkeley-fquare, 


Apr. 24, 1784+ 


No. X. 
To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 


Freeholders of the County of 


Middlefex. 
In compliance with my engage- 
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ment to you at the clofe of the 
poll, and with a ferious intention 
of profecuting the fcrutiny to effect, 
I have puriued every ftep which té 
me appeared conducive to the end of 
vindicating your rights, and of re. 
covering that honourable firvation 
which it has been my ftudy to de- 
ferve by a long, dittereited, and 
active fervice. 

It | was encouraged in this un- 
dertaking by the juftice of our 
caufe, and a fenfe of the importance 
of the object, I have been confirm- 
ed in it by the unremitting exer- 
tions of my friends, and the daily 
proofs [I have received that our com- 
plaints were well founded. 

The enquiry affented to in wor|s 
has however been denied in tact : 
it would be a tedious and ufelefs 
talk to recite all the infances of 
cavil to which my opponent and his 
party had recourfe ; the new prin- 
ciples of evidence which his counfel 
were fuffered to lay down, and the 
various feruples which the fheriffs 
themfelves entertained, all calcu. 
lated to anfwer the ends of thofe 
who had every thing to gain by 
delay, and every thing to dread 
from a fair and ftrict examination. 

I have the comfort of reflecting, 
that no practicable means which 
honour, On my part, could fuggeft, 
have been lett untried for giving 
effect to our common etturts, and 
though the fcrutiny is at an end, 
thofe who have atrended the pro- 
ceeding will have the candour to 
acknowlege, that it was not aban- 
doned by me whilft a rational hope 
remained that the judges to whom 
we had appealed were able to do us 
juitice. 

Happily for us the law has efta- 
blifhed a tribunal competent to de- 
cide, and to whom | fhall, without 
delay, appeal, trufting that, by their 
decifion, your rights will be efta- 
blifed, and the feat I am intitled 


to, 
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to, by your free fuffrages, re- 
ftored. 
I am, with great truth, 
Your moft faithful, and 
Much obliged, humble fervant, 
G. Brno. 
Berkeley-fquare, 
May 18, 1/84. 





This Majefy’s Speech to both Houfes of 
Parliament, March 24, 1734. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

On a full confideration of the 
prefent fituation of affairs, and of 
the extraordinary circumttances 
which have produced it, [ am in- 
duced to put an end to this feffion 
of parliament: I feel it a duty 
which I owe to the conftitution and 
to the country, in fuch a fituation, 
to recur as fpeedily as poffible to the 
fenfe of my people, by calling a 
new parliament. 

I truft that this means will tend 
to obviate the mifchiets arifing from 
the unhappy divitions and diftrac- 
tions which have lately fubliited ; 
and that the various important oeb- 
jects which will require confidera- 
tion may be afterwards proceeded 
upon with lefs interruption, and 
with happier effect. 

I can haye no other object, but 
to preferve the true principles of 
our free and happy conititurion, 
and to employ the powers entrufted 
to me by law, for the only end jor 
which they were given, to the yood 


of my people. 





Speech of his Grace the Lord Licute- 
nant of Ireland to both Houses of 
Parliament, May 14, 1784. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 


_ In addrefling you for the firft 
Umt in parliament at the clofe of 


. 
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the feflion, I embrace with pleafure 
the oceafion which is afforded me 
of returning you my affectionate 
acknowledgments for the cordiality 
of my reception, and the early ai- 
furances of your confidence. And 
J am at the fame time highly grati-. 
fied in being authorized to commu- 
nicate to you the fentiments of per- 
fet fatisfaction with which his ma- 
jetty approves of your exertions for 
the public welfare. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

I am happy in obeying his ma- 
jefty’s commands to thank you for 
the chearfulnefs with which you 
have inade provilion for the exigen- 
cics and honour of his government. 
Let me affure you, on my part, 
that the readinefs with which you 
have granted fupplics, ftimulates my 
utmoft attention and care that they 
fhall be managed with economy, 
and applied with prudence. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You will have much fatisfaction 
in reflecting, that the various ob- 
jects which, in confequence of the 
acknowledged independence of the 
legiflature, were recommended for 
your deliberations at the opening of 
this feffion, have been diligently 
purfued and accomplifhed. 

You have wifely given your fanc- 
tion to the extraordinary expedients 
which it has been neceflary to em- 
ploy, in order to preferve the king- 
dom from famine. - And I feel great 
fatisfaction in the profpect, that 
they will be prevented for the future 
by the new and judicious arrange- 
ment of your corn laws, and the 
improved extenfion of your agri- 
culture, 

I fee with pleafure the exertions 
of an humane and liberal principle, 
which has prompted you to give 
encouragement to the national in. 

duliry 
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duftry, by favourable regulations 
and well-directed bounties. I have 
warmly at heart the advancement of 
your trade, and the fuccefs of all 
your manufactures ; and I hall not 
fail either to confider or to repre- 
fent thofe initances, whereof the 

culiar circumttances of the em- 

ire have hitherto prevented a full 
inveftigation, and which fhall be 
found to require a further adjuft- 
ment. 

The ufeful regulations propofed 
to be introduced in the colleétion 
and management of the revenue ; 
the fecurity of private property, 
and rec? I of national credit, 
by depofiting in the bank of Ire- 
land the money of fuitors in the 
courts of Chancery and Exchequer ; 
the plans for improving the metro- 
polis, calculated not more for or- 
nament and fplendor, than for health 
and convenience ; vour unanimous 
determination to defend the freedom 
of the conftitution againft the attacks 
of licentioufnefs ; and your atten- 
tion to the fupport ot charitable in- 
ftitutions, are all unequivocal tefti- 
monies of your wifdom, humanity, 
and juflice, 

I have not failed to convey to our 
fovereign the fatisfaction you have 
fo decidedly expreffed in the bleff- 
ings of that happy conttitution 
which you enjoy under his majetty’s 
aufpicious government. Senfible as 
you are of thefe eminent advan- 
tages, it can hardly be neceflary for 
me to defire that you fhould be at- 
tentive to imprefs them on the minds 
of others, over whom your fupe- 
riority of rank and information mutt 
and ought togive you a juft and be- 
nevolent influence. 

I have a fure confidence, thar, 
during your refidence in your re- 
fpective counties, you will feek to 
direct and encourage the induftry of 
your neighbourhvod in the purluits 
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beft adapted to their fituations, and 
by which the community at large 
may be moft effectually benefited. 
You will point out to them the real 
refources of a free and fertile coun- 
try, under the bleffings of peace 
and the mild protection of the laws; 
and you will not fuffer mifappre- 
heafions to perplex, or falfe infors 
mations to mifguide them. 

lt is my happinefs and pride to 
reflect, that our united attention has 
been and is directed to the fame ob- 
je&ts of maintaining and advancing 
the rights, the dignity, and the 
profperity of Ireland, and the ge- 
neral interefts of the empire. 





From the Loxvpon GazerTre. 


Whitehall, May 15. The fol- 
lowing intelligence from the Eatt 
Indies, received by his majefty’s 
fhip Crocodile, has been tranfmitted 
to the right hon. lord Sydney, his 
majefty’s principal fecretary of ftate 
for the home department. 

Bombay Caftl, Dec. 40, 1733. 
His majefty’s fthip Crocodile: ar- 
rived the 26th inftant from Bengal 
and Madras. She left Bengal about 
the middle of November, but has 
brought no advice from the governs 
or-general and council. A letter 
received by her from the feleét com- 
mittee at Madras, dated the 4th in- 
flant, gives an account of the pro. 
grefs of Meffrs. Sadlier and Staun- 
ton, and of fome fteps actually 
taken in the mutual evacuation of 
the conqueits. The general of 
Tippoo Saib’s army in the Carnatic 
was in full march to the Changamah 
Pafs, accompanied by thefe gen- 
tlemen: and their arrival is men- 
tioned by Tipo Saib, in his let- 
ters to general Macleod, as an event 
that will bring with it a certainty ot 


peace J * 
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Some boats with fepoys having 
been wrecked near Canaanore, in 
the late bad weather upon the Ma- 
labar coaft, and about 200 of them 
feized and detained by the Biddy, 
notwithitanding repeated applica- 
tions made for their releafe, both 
by general Macleod and the refident 
ot Tillicherry; and the Cannanore 
government being on all occafions 
inimical to the company, the ge- 
neral, immediately after the relief 
of Mangalore, declared his inten- 
tion to take fatisfaction for thefe in- 
juries, Ina letter received within 
thefe few days, we are advifed of 
the place being taken, and promifed 
further particulars in a floret time ; 
but ia this letter the general men- 
tions that the nabob Tippoo Suib 
had defired him to defift, and claim- 
ed the Biddy as his ally; the ge- 
neral, however, affures us that no 
bad confequences will enfue. 

The feparate treaty with Mhadajce 
Scindia is arrived. The prefident 
and felect committee have juft re- 
ceived a letter from the Pefhwa, in 
anfwer to their’s, wherein he ex- 
prefles his full acquiefcence in the 
treaty, and his readinefs to join 
with the Englifh in offenfive mea- 
fures againft Tippoo Saib, fhould he 
fail in performing the conditions 
required from him, 

Bombay Caftle, Fan. 10, 1784. 
Late laft night diipatches arrived 
from brigadier-general Macleod, 
dated on board the Ranger fnow, 
off Mangalore, the 28th and zgth 
ult. 

In the firft the general gives a 
particular detail of the capture of 
Cannanore, and in the fecond ad- 
vifes, in| general terms, that the 
negociations for peace were going 
op, and that Tippoo Saib had not 
refufed permiffion to revictual Man- 
gilore, which fervice the general 
was then performing, the beats 
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being in the river, and the veffels 
under way with the provifions for 
Onore. 





His Majefy"s Speech to both Houfes of 
Parliament, May 17. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Ihave the greaceit fatisfaction in 
meeting you i parliament at this 
time, alter recurring, in fo impor- 
tant a moment, to the fenfe of my 
people. | have a juit and confident 
reliance, that you are aninated with 
the fame fentiments of loyalty, and 
the fame attachment to our excellent 
conttitution, which I have had the 
happinefs to fee fo fully manifeited 
in every part of the kingdom. The 
happy ettects of fuch a difpofition 
will, I doubt not, appear in the 
temper and wifdom ot your delibe- 
ations, and in the difpatch of the 
important objects of public bufinefs 
which demand your attention, It 
will afford me peculiar pleafure to 
find that the exercife of the power 
entrutted to me by the conftitution, 
has been productive of confequences 
fo beneficial to my fubjects, whote 
intereft and welfare are always near- 
eft my heart. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 


I have ordered the eftimates for 
the current year to be laid before 
you ; and I truft to your zeal and 
affection to make fuch provilions for 
their farther fupply, aud for the ap- 
plicaticn of the fums granted in the 
laft parliament, as may appear to be 
neceffary. 

I fincerely lament every addition 
to the burthens ef my people ; but 
they will, | am perfuaded, feel the 
neceffity, after a long and expenfive 
war, of effectually providing for 
the maintenance of our national 
taith and our public eredir, fo ef- 

fential 
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fential to the power and profperity 
of the ftate. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The alarming progrefs of frauds 
in the revenue, accompanied in fo 
many inftances with violence, will 
not fail, on every account, to excite 
your attention, I mutt, at the fame 
tine, recommend to your moft feri- 
ous conlideration, to trame fuch 
commercial regulations as may ap- 
pear immediately neceflary in the 
refent moment. ‘The affairs of 
the Eaft India company form an 
obje& of deliberation deeply con- 
nected with the general interefts of 
the country. While you feel a jutt 
anxiety to provide tor the good yo- 
vernment of our poffeilions in that 
part of the world, you will, I truit, 
never lofe fight of the effect which 
any meafure to be adopted for that 
purpofe may have on our own con- 
ftitution, and our dearett interefts at 
home, You will find me always 
defirous to concur wth you tn fuch 
meafures as may be of laiting bene- 
fit tomy people: IT have no wifh but 
to coniult their profperity by a con- 
ftant attention to every object of na- 
tional concern, by an uniform adher- 
ence to the true principles ot our 
free conttitution, and by fupporting 
and maintaining, in their juft’ ba 
lance, the rights and privileges of 

every branch of the legiflature. 





His Majefly’s Sreech to both Houfes of 
Parliament, Aduguft 20. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot clofe this feffion of par- 
liament without returning you my 
warmeft thanks for the eminent 
proots you have given of your zca- 
lous and diligent attention to the 
public fervice. 

The happieft effe€s may be ex- 
peéted from the provifions which 
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you have made for the better go- 
vernment of India, and from the in- 
ftitution of a tribunal fo peculiarly 
adapted to the trial of offences com- 
mitted in that diitant country. 

I obferve, with great fatisfaction, 
the laws which you have paffed for 
the prefervation and improvement of 
the revenue. No exertions fhall be 
wanting On my part to give them vi- 
gour and effect. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 


Commons, 


The zeal and liberality with 
which you have provided for the 
exigencies of the public fervice, and 
the affitance which you have given 
me to prevent a growing arrear in 
the expences of my civil lift, de- 
mand my particular thanks. 

I feel in common with you for the 
unavoidable burthens of my peo- 
ple. 

The importance of effectually 
fupporting our national credit, after 
a long and exhauiting war, can 
alone reconcile me to fo painful a 
necefli:y. I truit the fame confide- 
ration will enable my faithful fub- 
jects to meet it, as they have unt- 
tormly done, with fortitude and pa- 
ticnce. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The Definitive Treaty which has 
been figned with the States General 
of the United Provinces, and the 
peace concluded in India, as well as 
the affurances which I receive from 
foreign powers, promiie the conti- 
nuance of general tranquillity. 

I truft, therefore, that after fo 
laborious a feffion, it will not be 
found neceflary to call you again 
together at a very early period. 

Many important objects wich re- 
fp:et to our trade and commerce, 
waich could not now be rr 
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for, will naturally require your at- 
tention after the receis; and fuch 
regulations will, I truit, be tramed, 
after a full invettigation, as fhail be 
found beft calculated to promote the 


wealth and profperity of all parts of 
the empire. 





Abjirad of a Bill for wefting the 
Afairs of the Eafi-lid a Company 
in the Hands of certain Commi]- 
froners for the Bens fit of the Pro- 
prietors and the Publicy brought 
into Parliament by the right bon. 
Charles James Fox. 
Whereas great diforders have 

prevaile! and do fil incresf> in 
the management of the territorial 
poten lions, rc VENUCS, and commerce 
of this Ain gdom in the Eait Indies, 
qiin nifhine t c pros pe ity of the na- 
tives and) Jebeies and thre tening 

With uter ruin, the valuable inter- 

els of thi$ nation in that country: 

That the government and ma- 


ha 


narement of the prefent directors 
and proprietors be iu'pended : 

That Wilham earl Fuzwiiliam, 
the right hon. Frederic Montagu, 
George lord vicount Lewitham, 
the hon. George Auguiius North, 
fir Gilbert Elisot, bart. fir Henry 
Fletcher, bart. and Robert Gre 
gory, }- be contututed directors, 
with the feveral powers of the for- 
mer court of divathens and general 
court of prop. iecors ; 

That the above directors imme- 
diately enter into pofleflivn of all 
lands, tenements, books, records, 
veflels, goods, money, and fecu- 
rities, in trult for the company ; 

ihat Thom as Cheap, George 
Cuming, Richard Hall, john Har- 
rifon, Jofeph Sharp, Jobn Michie, 
Johu Smith, George Tatem, and 
jaune Moft it, efquires, proprietors 
each of them of 20,01, company ’s 

1 34. 
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ftock at leatt, be affittant directors, 
entirely fubordinate to the principal 
directors : 

That any vacancy in the board 
of directors be filled by his majelty, 
under his ign manual, within 
rwenty days : 

That any vacancy in the board 
of affiftant directors, be filled by 
the majority ot proprietors, quar 
lified as formerly, not by baiiot, 
but in an open court ; 

That any five of the directors be 

mpowered to remove any of the 
aihitane directors, entering in their 
journals their reafons for the re- 
moval : 

That William earl Fitzwilliam, 
be chairman ot the board of direc- 
gors, and the right hon. Frederic 
Montagu be deputy-chairman, with 
the reverhon of the chair; future 
vacancies in thefe offices to be fup- 
plied by the election of the direc 
iors: 

That the chairman, or in his ab- 
fence the deputy-chairman, have 
power to {ummon any extraordinary 
meeting of the board, and to pros 
poie the bulineis to be firtt confi- 
dered, with the privilege of a caft- 
ing voice ; the majority of the di- 
rectors however being at liberty 
to adjourn their meetings as they 
fhadl think proper : 

That the directors vote openly, 
and in any difference of opinion, 
except as to the election to othces of 
a perion not haying before been 
in the company’s fervice, enter up- 
on their journals their reafons for 
their vote ; 

That no perfon concerned in any 
mercaptue manner with the com- 
pany, 

That no perfon charged with 
corrupt practice, peculation, or op- 
preflion in India, within two years 
before the tine of his momination, 
until the directors, or three of 


{M) thein, 
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them, ‘iall have examined into and 
acquitted him of the charge, 

That no perion who has been, 
or fhall hereaiter be, in the com- 
pany’s fervice in India, until two 

ears from his return be elapfed;— 
be capable of being a direétor, or 
affifiant director: 

That the directors, once in every 
fix months, lay before the general 
court of proprietors an exact flate 
of their accounts: 

That the directors, within twenty 
days after the commencement of 
every feffion of parliament, lay be- 
fore the commiflioners of the trea- 
fury, tobe fubmitted to both houfes 
of parliament, an accurate ftate of 
their accounts and efiablifhments : 

That the directors have full 
power to remove, or fufpend, every 
perfon from any ftation, civil er 
military, in the company’s fervice : 

That every charge of peculation, 
ufury, receipt of preents, oppref- 
fion or breach of orders, trant- 
mitted to the directors, be examin. 
ed by them within twenty days, 
and it they fhall not think proper 
to recal, or order a profecution a- 
gainit the pe fon fo charged, each 
digector enter in their journals his 
reafons for declining thofe fteps : 

That the direétors, before they 
confirm the aj pointment themf@lves, 
or fufier the departure from Great 
Britain for India of any perfon a- 
gainft whem any fuch charge has 
becn made, make a full examina- 
tion into the fubject of the charge, 
and enter upon their journals their 
reafons for not attending to it: 

That in cafe of any difference 
between the governor-genera! and 
council of Bengal, or between any 
of the prefidents and their councils, 
or between the government of one 
fettlement and the government of 
another, the direClors enter into an 
exainination of the difference with- 
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in twenty days, and within three 
months cither come to a definitive 
decifion, or enter upon their j jour- 
nals their reafons tor not coming 
to fuch decifion : 

That in cafe of any queftion fub- 
mitted to the directors by any of 
the prefidencies in India, the di- 
rectors return an anfwer to the 
quettion within three months, or 
enter upon their journals the rea- 
fons of their delay 

That, in cafe of any breach of 
treaty, injury or grievance, com- 
mitted againit any prince in India, 
complained of, or otherwife com- 
ing to the knowledge of the direc- 
tors, the directors enquire into fuch 
injury as {peedily as may be, begin 
their examination by confidering 
the treaties or the orders of the 
former direétors and court of pro- 
prietors, and do complete juttice to 
fuch prince on every material ar- 
ticle of complaint, and not upon 
the whole in grofs $ 

That three of the direétors form 
a board: 

That the correfpondence of the 
directors be fig ac their fecre- 
tary: 

That the directors and affiftant 
directors, be incapable of holding 
any office in the company’s fervice, 
or any place of profit from the 
crown during pleafure : 

That it be lawful for his majefty 
to remove any of the dire¢tors or 
affiftant direétors, upon an addrefs 
from either houfe of parliament. 

That any director hereafter to be 
appointed by his majefty, be not 
difqualified from fitting in the houfe 
of commons. 

That the affiftant dire‘tors re- 
ceive from the company a clear 
yearly falary of scol. 

That this act continue in force 
for four years, 
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jirad of a Pill for the better Go- 
werument of the Territorial Pof- 

JSeffions and Dependencies in Indra, 

broug be into Parliament by the 

Fig he hon. Charles ‘James Fox. 

Whereas great diforders hive 
yrevailed in the government of the 
Britifh Eaft indies, and the laws 
and lawful authority of this king- 
dom, have not been duly obeyed 
by the fervants of the Lait India 
company : 

That no authority is, or was in- 
tended to be granted by an act of 
the 13th Geo. IL]. {Lord North’s 
Eatt India Bill} or by any other act 
to the governor-general and council 
of Bengal, or any other perion, 
exempting them trom a ttrict obe- 
dience to the orders ot the late court 
of directors, or the future orders 
of the commitlioners, named in- 
{lead of that court, in an ast of 
this feilion of parliament : 

‘That the orders of the late court 
of directers be confidered as rules 
for the conduct of the company’s 
fervants, until notice thall be given 
by the commitiioners of any altera- 
tion or repeal ; 

That the reffrictions and provi- 
fions of the act 13 George III. were 
not intended, and are hereby ex- 
prefly declared not to be confined 
to the torts, factories and other 
fubordinate places in the fettle- 
ment of Fort William, but extend 
to all ordinances ifiued by the go- 
vernor-general and council of Fort 
William : 

That an abfiract of fuch ordi- 
nances be regiitered and affixed in 
the Pertian and Hindottan lan- 


guages, in every provincial court 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Oriffa, or in the territory to 
which they relate : 

That the powers of the covernor- 








gencral and council, or of any pre- 
fident and council, be incapable of 
being delegated, and that no pro- 
ceedings in the execution of any 
fpecial commithon be finally ap- 
proved, until a tull report, accom- 
panied with vouchers, be made to 
the governor-general and council, 
or prefident and council : 

That all communications of any 
native prince or his agent, or any 
Britith retident, or fubordinate 
fettlernent, or collector of revenue, 
fliall be addretled to the governor- 
general and council, or prefident 
and council, and all fach commu- 
nications, however addrefled, be laid 
betore the council : 

That the governor-general or 
prefident may adjourn the conti- 
deration of any queilion in the ref- 
pective councils for the {pace of 

fuch quettions not to 
be adjourned oftener than 

That the governor-general and 
council, or prefident and council, 
fhall not exchange any territory, or 
accept any acquilition : 

That the governor-general and 
council do not invade the territory 
of any independent prince, until a 
majority in council, in minutes 
fubtcribed by each member com- 
poling the majority, fhall declare 
that tuch prince is about to attack 
the territory of the c mpany or 
their dependencies : 

That the governor-genera! and 
council, or prefident and council, 
do not form any alliance for the 
purpote of dividing or fharing any 
territory : 

That the governor-general and 
council, or prefident and council, 
do not hire out any part of the 
company’s troops to any indepen. 
dent prince: 

That the governor-general and 
counci!, or prefidept and council, 
(M 2) do 
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do not appoint to any office any 
perfon removed from any othce for 
miidemeanour : 

That the govervor-general_ and 
council, or prefident and council, 
or any collector of revenue, or 
member of any iubordinate fettle- 
ment, do not let out to hire any 
firm, or other thi ny, to any fer- 
vant of any perfon in the civi: fer- 
vice O bic compan : tare prods 


r ' 
of all contract ‘ontrary to this 


claufe, to be recoverable 
pi rine 1} val : 

That all 
void : 

That no debt or balance exceed- 
ing in confequence 
of any advance for any purchafe, 
be recoverable after the {pace of 

and no perfon be 
unprifoned for fuch debt : 

‘That, whereas by the act 13 Geo. 
III. it is enacted, That every ille- 
gal preicnt be deemed to have been 
received tor the ule of the com 
pany, and whereas that provilion 
has been attended with inconveni- 
ence ; 
the fame be not corruptly given, 
to obtajn any place or ozher object, 
to which the perfon civing the 
fame fhail not be entitled, be re- 
turned, and be recoverable by ac- 
tion ; 

That in cafe the perfon giving 
fuch prefent, or the company do 
not fue for the fame within 
months, the fame be recoverable 
by any perfon for hi is fole ufe and 
benefit : 

That if any perfon be convicted 
in any of the courts in India of re- 
ceiving any prefent contrary to the 
act 13 Geo. 11]. fuch perfon fhall 
thereupon 

That all lands and tenements, 
not in the actual occupation of the 
gempany, or by them farmed our, 
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that every fuch prefent, it 
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be deemed to be the eftate and in- 
heritance of the native landholders 
and families, unlefs diipoffefled by 
judgment of fome competent court 
for {ome crime or mifde meanour, or 
10n-payment of their rent: 

‘That the rent paic by the land- 
holders immediate, befure the year 

fhall not be altered or increafed: 

That the neral and 

inc | may landholder 

leffed of his tk ; fub- 

neverthelefs to fuch ieafes as 

have been made before the 

and if the land- 

holder fhall have quitted his terri 

tory upon condition of receiving 

any peniion, and fhail preter fuch 

peniion, that the fame upon no ac- 
count be diicontinued: 

That no princes engaged to keep 
up a body of troops tor the fervice 
of the company, or to pay any 
body of Englifh troops, or to pay 
any tribute tor the protection of the 
company, be moleiied in the en- 
enjoyment of their richts: 

That all perfons be  menable te 
the commiilioners, and to all courts 
ot jutlice of competent jurifdiction 
to try offences comia'tted in India, 
for oflences committed ina the terri- 
tories of any prote¢ted prince : 

That no tervant of the company 
or of his majeity, take upon him- 
felf to collect or farm the revenues 
of any protected prince : 

That, if any fervant of ‘he com- 
pany fhall invade the territories of 
any independent prince, without 
written orders from the governer- 
general and council, fuch perfon 
upoi: conyiction thereot be 

That no protected prince have 
any other prince dependent upon 
him, any farther than fuch prince> 
fhall have ftood bound to him be- 
fore the year ; the troops 
of thefe laft not to be required 

: withoug 


rovernor- 
govern d1 


trare <« . 
reitore any 


rreory 





PUBLIC 


without the orders of the governor- 
general and council, or prefident 
and council : 

That the fucceffion of the pro- 
tected princes fhall not be altered 
or difpofed of by will contrary to 
the laws of the country and the 
faith of treaties : 

That the protected princes 
not tarm any lands of the com- 
pany : 

That no prot ‘ted prince be per- 
mitted to reiide tor more than 

years in any of the company *s 
fettler ments, unlefs being expelled 
from his dominions : 

That no fervant of the company 
have any pecuniary tranfactions 

with any protected prince ; all fuch 
tranfaGsons to be and any 
perfon convicted of fuch tranfaction 
to be 

That no protect ed prince remore, 
or increafe the rent of any zemin- 
dar beyond what was paid in the 

ear 

That all zemindars fo difpoffeffed 
fhall be reftored : 

That the nabob of Arcot, the 
raja of Tanjour, or any other protect- 
ed prince, do not mortgage any land 
to any Britifh fubject ; fuch mort- 
gages to be and their 
produce reeoverable by attion : : 

That no money be received upon 
account of any d febts from an y pfo- 
tected prince, except fuch as were 
confolidated in the year 
without being firit examined, and 
appearing to the commillioners to 
have been contracted in fome open 
and avowed courfe of trade, and 
not as the reward of any fervice, 
or for any other matter p rohibited 
by law, or by the future orders of 
the commiffioners ; the evidence in 
fupport of the debt to be entered 
in the journals of the commif- 
hioners : 

That the difputes between the 


do 
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nabob of Arcot and the raja of 
‘Tanjour, be examined and adjutt- 
ed by the commifoners as foon as 
may be, according to the principles 
of the treaty orders of 
the directors to George lord Pigots 
and the arrangements of George 
lord Pigot é 

‘That the commiffianers tranf{mit 
to the governor-general and cour- 
cil, or to the prefident and council 
of Fort St. George, or to fuch per- 
fons as they fhall fpecially appoint, 
full orders for terminating the {aid 
difputes ; for examining “the pre- 
fent ftate of the affairs, revenues 
and debts of the faid princes, and 
the claims of Britith fubjects upon 
them; for making an immediate 
report to the commiffioners ; for 
adopting or fuggefting fuch means 
for the liquidation of the dona fide 
debts, as fhall be confiftent with 
juitice to the creditors and the fer- 
vice of the company, and fhall oc- 
cafion the leaft inconvenience to 
thefe princes ; and for making art 
immediate report of their proceed- 
ing to the commiffioners : 

That all polygars difpoffeffed 
fince the year be reftored 
at the fame rent as they were liable 
to pay immediately before 

That, whereas difputes have arie 
fen refpecting the extent of the 
controling given by the act 
13 Geo. fll. to the governor-ge- 
neral and council over the preff- 
dencics of Madras, Bombay and 
Bencodlen, in matters of war, 
peace and treaties, the faid power 
do extend all matters, directly 
or indirectly tend ting to the com- 
mnencement of hollilities ; the gover- 
nor-gcneral and council to enter up- 
on their minutes their reafons for 
treating any ling as contrary 
to this declaration ; and the prefi- 

, in cafe 1 of any cout to 
it to ¢] of the governor- 
'M 3) general 
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general and council, and to lay the 
cafe before the commiffioners : 

That it be lawtul tor the prefi- 
dency of Bombay, in cafe of war or 
the danger of war, in the north-weit 
and weitern coatts ot India or in the 
territorics of the Marattas, to con- 
clude any treaty truce or alliance 
with any native prince; the preii- 
dency to infert in fuch treaty a 
provifion, that the fame fhall” be 
null and void, unlefs ratified within 
a limited time by the governor-ge- 
neral and council; to enter upon 
their minutes the reafons of their 
conduct with vouchers, to trantmit 
to the governor-general and coun- 
cil, and to the commiifioners ; 
and to obey the orders of the go- 
vernor-general until they fhall be 
altered by the commiffioners : 

That the prefidency of Madras 
have the like power, in cafe of 
war or the danger of war, on the 
coaft of Coromandel or from 

to on the coaft of 
Malabar: 

That no fervant of the company, 
or agent of any protected prince, 
be capable of fitting in the houfe 
of commons; fuch perfons attu- 
ally members of the houfe of com- 
mons to fit during the remainder 
of the prefent parliament : 

That no perfon having been in 
the fervice of the company, thall 
be capable of fitting in the houfe 
of commons within after 
his return, or whilft any public 
profecution is depending againtt 
him for any offences alledged to 
have been committed while he was 
in that fervice ; fuch profecutions 
to be commenced within 
after his return, and to be deter- 
mined within » unleis 
the delay be at the requeft, or 
through the default of the party 
profecuted : 
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That all offences againft this act 
may be profecuted in the fupreme 
court at Calcutta, in the mayor's 
courts, in the court of king’s- -bench, 
or in any other court, {pecially to 
be inftituted for. this purpofe ; ; the 
powers given to the court of king’s- 
bench by the att 13 George III. 
to extend to offences againft this 
act; and in all cafes where the pu- 
nifiment is not herein appointed, 
the court is to impofe, at their dif. 
cretion, any fine got exceeding 
or imprifonment not 


exceeding or the in- 


capacity of ferving the company. 





Abjtrad of a Bill for the better Go- 
wermment ant Manageme nt ef the 
Affairs of the Eafi-India Com- 
pany, brought into Parliament by 
the right hon. William Pitt, in the 
Fourth Seffion of the Siftcenth Par- 
liament of Great Britain, and ree 
seated by the Houfe of Common. 
For the better government and 

fecurity of the territorial poffef- 

fions of this kingdom in the Eaft 

Indies : 

That it be lawful for his majetty 
to appoint _—perfons, being privy- 
countellors, of whom the fecretary 
of ftate for the home department, 
and the chancellor of the exche- 
quer fhall be two, to be commif- 
fioners for the affairs of India: 

That ot the commiffion- 
ers form a board: 

That the fecretary of ftate, or in 
his abfence the chancellor of the 
exchequer, or in the abfence of 
both, the fenior privy counicllor, 
prefie at the board : 

‘That the prefident have a cafting 
vote 

That the commiffion of fuper- 
intendance and control be during 


pleaiure ; 
- That 
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That the commiffioners be not 
difqualified from fitting in the houfe 
of commons : 

That the board be authorifed to 
check, fuperintend and control the 
civil and military government and 
revenue of the company : 

That a fecretary to the board be 
appointed by the fecretary of ttate, 
fubjec&t to the difmiffion of the 
board ; the fecretary to minute the 

roceedings of the board, and to 
s paid fuch falary as his majelty 
fhall direct ; 

That the commiffioners in enter- 
ing upon their office take and fub- 
fcribe the following oath : 

‘1 A.B. do faithtully promife 
and fwear, that as a commitioner 
or member of the board for the at- 
fairs of India, | will give my bett 
advice and affiitance tor the good 
government of the Britith poffet- 
fons in the kaft-Indies ; and will 
execute the feveral powers and tru(ts 
repofed in me, according to the 
beft of my fill and judgment, with- 
out favour or affection, prejudice 
or malice to any perfon what- 
foever.”” 

That the commiffioncis have ac- 
cefs to all papers and muniments of 
ehe company, and that the court of 
directors deliver to the board copies 
of the proceedings of all courts of 
direftors and courts of proprie- 
tors within days; and co- 
pies of all difpatches received by 
them immediately, and copics of 
all orders propoied to be fent to 
India days before the 
time propofed for fending them ; 
the directors to pay due obedience 
to the orders of the board touching 
civil and military government and 
revenues : 

That within days after 
the receipt of the copics laft men- 
tioned, the board return the fame 


with their approbation, fub{cribed 
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by commiflioners, or theif 
reafons at large for difapproving 
them, together with inttructions 
upon the fubjeét ; the orders fo ap- 
proved and amended to be fent 
without delay : 

That, in cafe the board fend any 
orders, which in the opinion of 
the directors relate to points not 
connected with civil and military 
government and revenues, the di 
rectors to complain to his majefty 
in council; the decifion of his ma- 
jefty in council to be final : 

That, as the office of the coune 
fellors of the prefidency of Forte 
William become vacant, the prefi- 
dency confitt of a governor-general 
and countellors only ; the 
commander in chief to have voice 
and precedence next after the go- 
vernor-general : 

That the pretidencies of Fort St. 
George and Bombay confitt of a pre- 
fident and counfellors only 
the commander in chiet to have 
voice and precedence next after the 
prefident ; 

‘phat after the appoint- 
ment of the commander in chief at 
Forte William, Madras aud Bome- 
bay veit in his majetty : 

Thar it be lawful tor his majefty 
to beitow the reverfion of thofe of¢ 
fices : 

That the perfons, upon whom 
fuch revertion fhail be beftowed, 
have mi.iters* Command, next after 
the commander in chief, at his ma- 
jetly’s pleafure : 

That it be lawful for his majefty 
to recal or vacate the appointment 
of the governor-general, or prefi- 
dent, or any member of their ree 
fpective councils : 

That the appointment to any of- 
fice by the eourt of directors, be 
fubject to the approbation of his 
majelty ; and, in cafe it thall not 
be approved by his majefty, the 

(M 4) di- 
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directors proceed within 

days to a fecond appointment, fub- 
ject to the approbation of his ma- 
jetty, and fo, toties guoties: 

‘hat, in cafe the directors with- 
in days after the notifica- 
tion of the vacancy, or of his ma- 
jetty’s difapprobation, do not pro- 
ceed to fupply the fame, it be law- 
ful for his majefty to appoint a fuc- 
ceflor : 

That any perfon refigning the 
office of governor-general, prefi- 
dent, commander in chief, or coun- 
felior, make his refignation by an 
inftrument in writing under his 
hand and feal : 

That it be not lawful for the 
court of proprictors to refcind, or 
alrer any proceedings of the court 
ef directors : 

‘That fo much of the a&t 21 Geo. 
IU. or of any other act of parlia- 
ment, or charter, as is repugnant 
to this a¢t, be difcontinued : 

That this act take place in Great 
Britain after and in India 
after and cOntiaue in force 
for years : 

That this act be deemed a public 
act. 





Some Account of the Proceedings on the 
Trial of the indifiment, the King, 
on the Profecution of William Jones, 
Gentleman, arainf? the Reverend 


William Davies Shiptey, Dean of 


St. Afaph, for a Libel, at tre 
Ajizes at Shrew/bury, Auguft 6, 
1784, before the Honouradle Mr. 
Fuftice Buller. 

At the great feffion, held at 
Wrexham, for the county of Den- 
bigh, in April, 1783, a bill of in- 
dittment was. found againft the dean 
ot St. Afaph, to which the defead- 
ant pleaded not guilty, 

At the great fetlion, held at 
Wrexham, for the county of Den- 
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bigh, in September, 1783, the trial 
was put off on the application of the 
profecutor, on account of the di- 
itribution of a printed paper among 
the jury. 

At the great fefhon, held at 
Wrexham, tor the county of Den- 
bigh, in April, 1784, the profe- 
cutor having obtained a certiorari, 
which was allowed by the court, 
removed the indiétment into the 
court of King’s Bench, when the 
court directed it to be tricd at the 
next aflize at Shrewfoury. 

On Friday, the 6th of Auguft, 
1784, the trial came on, at the affize 
at Shrewfbury, before the hon, 
Mr. Juftice Buller. 

The indictment was laid for the 
publithing a libel, entitled, The 
Principles of Government, in a Dia- 
lorue between a Gentleman and a 
Farmer. ‘This dialogue was written 
by William Jones, efq. now fir 
Wiliam Jones, knight, and one of 
the judges of the fupreme court of 
judicature at Fort William in Ben- 
gal. 

The Jury. 

John Nicholls, of Chelmarh, efq. 

Wiliam Pemberton, of Walford, 

efy. 

Charles Walcott, of Bitterley, efq. 

Francis Lloyd, of Berghill, efq. 

Thomas Ottley, of Pitchierd, efq. 

Jothua Blakeway, of Lythwooa, 

efq. 

Richard Jones, of Rifton, efq. 

John Hill, of Prees, efq. 

Edward Williams, of Norton, efq. 

Thomas Kinueriley, of Leigh- 

ton, efq.- j 

Thomas Eyton, of Wellingtony 

efq. 

John Smitheman, of Buildwas, 

efq. 


Counfel for the Crown. 
Mr. Bearcroft, 
Mr, Cowper, 





PUBLIC 


Mr. Leycetter, 
Mr. Bower, 
Mr. Manley, 
Mr. Richards. 
Solicitor, 
Mr. William Jones, of Ruthin. 


Counfel for the Defendant. 
The hon. Thomas Erfkine, 
Mr. Corbett, 
The hon. Titomas Brodrick, 
Mr. Abbot. 
Solicitor, 
Mr. Lewis Hughes, of St. Afaph. 


Extra of Mr. Exsxinn’s Speech. 


*¢ Gentlemen of the jury,** 

The only difficulty which I 
feel in refiftine fo faife and malevo- 
lent an accufation, is to be able to 
reprefs the feelings of my mind, ex- 
cited by its folly and injuitice, 
withto thofe bounds, which leave its 
Siculties their natural and ancloud- 
ed operations ; for 1 folemnly declare 
to you, that if my client had been 
indicted as a libeller of our holy 
religion, only for publith: ng that 
the ‘world was made by us almighty 
Author, my ait onifhment could not 
have been greater than it is at this 
moment, to fee this little book, 
which I hold in my hand, prefent- 
«d by a grand jury of Englith fub- 
jects, as a-libel upon the govern- 
ment of England. Every fentence 
contained in it, if the interpreta- 
tion ot words is to be fettled, not 
according to fancy, but by the com- 
mon rules of language, is to be 
found in the brightefl pages of En- 
glith literature, and in the moft fa- 


cred volumes of Englifh laws: if 


any one fentence, from the begin- 
ning to the end of it, be feditious or 
lubellous, the Bill of Rights (to ufe 
the language of the advertifement 
ptefixed to it) was a feditious libel ; 
the Revolution was a wicked rebel- 
lion; the exiting government is a 
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traiterous confpiracy againft the he- 
reditary monarchy of England ; 
and our gracious fovereign, whofe 
title 1 am perfuaded we are all of us 
prepared to defend with our blood, 
ts an ufurper of the crowns of thefe 
kingdoms, *** 

* Gentlemen, my reverend friend 
ftands before you under circum- 
ftunces new and extraordinary, and 
1 might add harth and cruel! for he 
is not tried in the torum where he 
lives, according to the wife and jut 
provihions of our ancient laws; he 
is not tried by the vicinage, who, 
irom their knowledge of general 
charaGer and conduct, were held 
by our wite and humane ancettors 
to be the fitteft, or rather the only 
judges of that malus animus which 
is the eflence of every crime; heis 
deprived of that privilege by the 
arts of the profecutor, and is called 
betore you, who live in another 
part of the country, and who, ex- 
cept by vague reputation, are utter 
itrangers to him, 

** But the profecution itfelf, 

abandoned by thi public, and lete 
in the hands of an obfcure indivi- 
dual, is not lefs extraordinary and 
unjuft, uniefs as it is a circum “ance 
which palpably retutes the truth of 
the accuiation; for if this little 
book be a libel at all, it is a libel 
upon the itate and conititution of 
the nation, and not upon any perion 
under the protection of its laws: it 
attacks the character of no man in 
this or any other country ; and 
therefore no man is individu: ally of 
perfonaily injured or offended by it. 
It it contain matter dangerous or 
offenfive, the flate alone can be cn- 
dangered or offended, 

** And are we then reduced to that 
miferable condition in this country, 
that, if difcontent and fedition be 
publicly exciting amongft the peo- 
ple, the charge of foppeeiing 3 it de- 
volves wpon Mr, Jones ? My learned 

fr. ead, 
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friend, { Mr. Bearcroft] if he would 
have you believe that this Dialogue 
is feditious and dangerous, mutt be 
driven to acknowlege, that govern- 
ment has grofsly neglected its trutt ; 
for if, as he favs, ic has an evident 
tendency in critical times to ftir up 
alarming Commotions, and to pro- 
cure aretorm in the reprefentatien 
of the people by violence and force 
of arms; and if, as he likewife fays, 
a public profecution is a proceeding 
calculated to prevent thefe probable 
confequences, what excufe is he pre- 
pared to make for that government, 
which, when, according to the evi- 
dence of his own witnefs, an appli- 
cation was made to it for that ex- 
prefs purpofe, pofitively and on de- 
hiberation refufed to profecute? 
What will he fay for one learned 
gentleman *, who dead is lamented, 
and for another +, who living is ho- 
noured by the whole profeffion, 
both of whom, on the firit appear- 
ance of this Dialogue, were charg- 
ed with the duty of profecuting all 
offenders againft the ftate; yet who 
not only read it day after day in 
pamphlets and news-papers, with- 
eut ftirring againit the publifers, 
but who, on receiving it from the 
lords ot the treafury by official re- 
ference, oppofed a profecution at 
the national expence? What will 
he fay of the fucceffors of thefe gen- 
tlemen, who hold their offices at 
this hour, and who have ‘ratified 
the opinions of their predeceflors by 
their own conduét? And what, 
laftly, will he fay in vindication of 
majeily itfelf, to my knowlege not 
unacquainted with the fubject, yet 
from whence no orders iffued to the 
inferior fervants of the ftate ? 

** So that after Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
reprefenting this Dislogue as big 
with ruin to the public, has been 
Jaughed at by the king’s minifters at 
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the treafury ; by the king himfelf, 
of whom he had an audience; and 
by thofe appointed by his wifdom 
to conduct all profecutions by the 
public ; yet youare ftill called upon 
to believe that it is a libel danger- 
ous and deftructive; and that while 
the ftate, negleéted by thofe who 
are charged with its prefervation, is 
tottering to its centre, the falling 
conttitution of this ancient nation 
is happily fupported by Mr. Jones, 
who, like another Atlas, bears it 
upon his fhoulders.** * 

** Gentlemen, I now come to a 
point very material for your con- 
fideration ; on which even my learn- 
ed friend and 1, who are brought 
here for the exprefs purpofe of dif- 
agreeing in every thing, can avow 
no difference of opinion ; on which 
judges of old and of miodern times, 
and lawyers of all interefts and par- 
ties, have ever agreed; namely, 
that even if this innocent paper 
were admitted to be a libel, the pub- 
lication would not be criminal, if 
you, the jury, faw reafon to be- 
lieve thatit was not publifhed by the 
dean with a criminal intention. It 
is true, that if a paper, containing 
feditious and libellous matter, be 
publithed, the publither is prima 


facie guilty of fedition, the bad in- 


tention being a legal inference from 
the act of publifhing; but it ts 
equally true, that he may rebut that 
inference, by (lewing that he pub- 
lifhed it innocently. 

‘* The dean of St. Afaph was one 
of a great many refpectable gen- 
tlemen wlio, imprefied with the 
dangers unpending over the public 
credit of the nation, exhaufted by 
a long war, and oppreffed with 
grievous taxes, tormed themfelves 
into a committee, according to the 
example of other counties, to pe- 
tition the legitlature to obferve great 


* Mr. Wallace, then attorney-general. 
t Mr. Lee, late attorney, then Solicitor-general, 


eaution 
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caution in the expenditure of the 
public money. This Dialogue being 
written by fir William Jones, a near 
relation of the dean by marriage, 
was either fent, or sound its way to 
him in the courfe of public circu- 
lation. He krew the character of 
the author; he had no reafon to 
fufpect him of fedition or difaffec- 
tion ; and faw and believed it to be, 
what I at this hour believe, and 
have reprefented it to you, a plain, 
eafy manner of fhewing the people 
the great intereft they had in peti- 
tioning parliament for every thing 
beneficial to the public. It was ac- 
cordingly the opinion of the Flint- 
fhire committee, and not particu- 
larly of the dean as an individual, 
that the Dialogue fhould be tranflar- 
ed into Welfh, and publithed. It 
was accordingly delivered, at the 
delire of the committee, to a Mr, 
Jones, for the purpofe of trantla- 
tion. This gentleman, who will 
be called as a witne{$, told the dean 
a few days afterwards, that there 
were perfons, not indeed from their 
real fentiments, but from fpleen and 
oppofition, who reprefented it as 
likely todo mifchief, from ignorance 
and mifconception, if trantlated and 
circulated in Wales. 

** Now, what would have been 
the language of the defendant upon 
this information, if his p:rpefe had 
been that which is charged upon 
him by the indiiment? He would 
have faid, * If what you tell me 
is well-founded, haften the publi- 
cation; my object is fedition; my 
plan is, thar there may be rebellion 
in Wales; I am fure I fhall never 
raife one here, by the diflemination 
of fuch a pamphiet in Englihh ; 
therefore let it be inftantly tranilat- 
ed, it the ignorant inhabitants of 
the mountains are likely to collect 
from it that it is time to take up 
arms,’ 
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«¢ But Mr. Jones will tell you, 
that, on the contrary, the inftant he 
fuggefted that fuch an idea, abfurd 
and unfounded as he felt it, had 
prefented itfelf from any motives to 
the mind of any man, the dean, im- 
preffed as he was with its innocence 
and irs fafety, inftantly acquiefced, 
and recalled, even on his own au- 
thority, the intended publication by 
the committee; and it never was 
tranflated into the Welfh congue at 
all, nor circulated amongit that mul- 
titude, which Mr. Bearcroft is fo 
defirous of keeping in darknefs; as 
if obedience to tree government, like 
bigotry to prieftcraft, was to be up- 
held by ignorance and delufion. 

*¢ And here the dean’s connec- 
tion with this Dialogue would have 
ended, if Mr. Fitzmaurice, who 
never loft any occafion of defaming 
and mifreprefenting him, had not 
thoughr fit, near three months after 
the idea of tranflation was aban- 
doned, to reprobate and condema 
the dean’s conduct, at the public 
meetings of the county, in the fe. 
vereit terms, tor his former inten- 
tion of circulating the Dialogue in 
Welth, declaring that its doctrines 
were feditious, treafonable, and re- 
pugnant tothe principles of our go- 
verniment. 

** It was upon this occafion that 
the dean, naturally anxious to re- 
deem his character from the unjuft 
afperfions of having intended to un- 
dermine the conitlitution of his coun- 
try ; confcious that the epithets ap- 
plied to the Dialogue were falfe and 
unfounded, and thinking that the 
production of it would be the moft 
decilive refutation of the groundlefs 
calumny catt upon him, direéted a 
few Englith copies of it to be pub- 
lithed, in vindication of his former 
opinions and intentions, prefixing 
an advertifement to it, which plainly 
marks the fpirit in which he pub- 

lithed 
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lihed it. For he there complains 
of the injurious mifieprefentations I 
have adverted to, and imp fied 
with the fincereft conviction of the 
innocence, or rather the merit, of 
the Dialogue, makes his appeal to 
the friends of the Revolution in his 
jultification, * ** 

** Gentlemen, after the length of 
time which, very contrary to my 
inclination, I have detained you, I 
am fure you will be happy to hear 
that there is but one other point to 
which my duty obliges me to direct 
your attention. 

*¢ I fhould, perhaps, have faid 
nothing more concerning that parti- 
cular province which ‘belongs to 
you asa jury, upon this occafion, 
than the little J touched upon it at 
the beginning, if my friend Mr. 
Bearcroft had not compelled me to 
it, ty drawing a line around you, 
faying (I hope with the fame effect 
that king Canute faid to the fea), 
«© Thus far fhalt thou go.” But 


fince he has thought proper to coop 
you in, it is my bufinefs to let you 


out; and to give the greater weight 
to what 1 am “about to fay to you, I 
have no objection that every thing 
which I may utter fhall beconfider- 
ed as proceeding from my own pri- 
vate opinions ; and that not only 
my profeffional character, but my 
more valuable reputation as a man, 
and a member of focicty, may ftand 
or fall by the principles which I 
fall lay down for the regulation of 
your judgments. 

*¢ This is certainly a bold thing 
for me to fay, fince what I am 
about to deliver may clafh in fome 
degree, though certainly it will not 
throughout, with the decifion of a 
great and reverend judge who has 
adminittered the juttice of this coun- 
try for above half a century, with 
fingular advantage to the public, 
and diitinguifhed reputation to him- 
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felf; but whofe extraordinary fae 
culties and general integrity, which 
I thould be loft to all fentibility and 
juttice if I did not acknowlege with 
reverence and affection, could not 
protect him from much obloquy 
when he appeared.as the fupporter 
of thofe doctrines which Iam about 
to controvert, 1 fhall certainly 
never join in the calumny that fol- 
lowed them, becaufe I believe he 
acted upon that, as upon all other 
occafions, with the ftricteit inte- 
grity ; an admiffion which it is my 
duty to make, which I render with 
great fatisfaction, and which proves 
nothing more than that the greateft 
of men are fallible in their judg- 
ments, and warns us to judge from 
the effences of things, and not from 
the authority of names, however 
inpofing. 

** Gentlemen, the opinion I al- 
lude to is, that libel or not libel is 
a queition of law for the judge, 
your jurifdiction being confined to 
the fact of publication, And if 
this was all that was meant by the 
pofition (though | could never ad- 
mit it to be confonant with reafon 
or law), it would not affect me in 
the prefent inftance, fince all that 
it would amount to would be, that 
my lord, and not you, would de- 
liver that opinion, which would 
guide the prefent verdict. But 
what I am afraid of upon this oc4 
cafion is, that neither of you are 
to give it; for fo my triend has 
expretty put its * My lord, lays 
he, will probably not give you his 
opinion whether it be a libel of 
not, becaufe, as he will tell yous 
it is a queition open upon the res 
cord ; and that if Mr. Erfkine thinks 
the publication innocent, he may 
move to arreit the judgment.” Now 
this is juit the moit artful and the 
moit mortal ftab that can be givert 
to juitice, and to my innocent 

clients 
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client. All I with is his lordfhip’s e 


judgment to guide yours in de- 
eerminine whether this pamphict be 
or be nota libel; becaufe, know- 
ing the feope of his underttanding 
ability, I have a 
moral rtainty that his opinion 
would be t —_ It theretore 
libe! or so h be a queltion of 
law. as i Mr. Bear- 
croft, | call for his lordfhip’ 3 judg- 
ment upen that queition, a rding 
to the regular courfe of ali tials 
wher he law the tact are 

blended; in all which cafes cl 
sus office o the judge is to 
inttruct the ex ‘aces ot the 
to draw a correct legal conclution 
from the facis in evidence betore 
them. <A jury are no more bound 
to return a {pecial verdict in cafes of 
libel, than upon other trials criminal 
and civil where law is mixed with 
fa t; but are to find generally upon 
be sth, receivin g, as they conttantl) do 
receive in every court at \\ ettmin- 
the opinion of the judge > both 

> evidence and the law. 

** Say the contrary who will, I 
rt tois to be the genuine, unre- 
d confiirution of England ; 
if the-learned judge 
tell you that this pamphlet is 
in the abitract a libel; though I 
ihall not agree that you are there- 
fore ‘ound to find the detendant 
guilty unlefs you think fo likewife, 
yet | fhail cerrainly think that it 
ought tro have very great weight 
nd that vou fhould not 
rathly, and without great confider- 
ation, go againft it. But if you 
only to find the fact of pub- 
ig, which is not even difputed, 
and the judge is to tell you, that 
the matter being on the record, he 
fhall fut himfelf up in filence, and 
give no opinion ar all as to the li- 
beilous and feditious tendency of 
the paper,and yet fhall neverthelefs 
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& you to affix the epithet of 
euiky to the publication of a thing 
the guilt of which you are forbid, 
and be retul 8, to examine; mi- 
ferabl- indeed is the condition into 
which we are fallen! For if you, 
following fuch directions, bring in 
a verdict of guilty, without finding 
the publication a libel, or the pub- 
lith r feditious, and I afterwards, 
in mitigation of punifhment, apply 
to that hn umanity ond mercy which 
is newer deat when it can be ade 
y he ) ed contflenty with the law, 
L thal be told, in the language I 
before put in the mouths of the 
judges, ** You are ettopped, fir, 
by the verdi t; Wwe cannot hear you 
fay your chent was mittaken, ‘but 
not guilty ; for, had that been the 
opinion ot the jury, they. had a ju- 
rifdiction to acquit him,” 

** Such is the way in which the 
liberties of Englifhmen are by this 
new doctrine +o be fhuffled about 
trom jury to court, without having 


any folid foundation to reft on.*** 
‘* But it feems your verdigt 
would be no punishment, if judge 


ment On .t was afterwards arrefted. 
J am fure, if I thoucht the dean fo 
loft to fenfibility as to feel it no pu- 
nithment, he fhould find another 
counfel to defend him. But I know 
his nature better. I know that, 
confcious as he is of his own pu- 
rity, he would leave this court 
hanging down his head in forrow, 
i: he was held out by your verdiét 
a feditious tubject, and a difturber 
of the peace of his country; and 
that he would feel an arreft of judg- 
ment, which would follow in the 
term upon his formal appearance 
in court as a criminal, to be a cruel 
infult upon his innocence, rather 
than a triumph over the unjuft 
profecutors of pis pretended quiit. 
* Let me therefore conclude 
with reminding you, gentlemen, 
that 
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that it you find the defen 
guilty, not believing that the tiles 
pub lithed is a libel, er that the in- 
tentiop of the publither was fedi- 
tious, your verdit and your opi- 
nion will be at variance, and it 
will then lie between God and your 
own confciences to reconcile the 
contradiction. 

“¢ As the friend of my client, and 
the friend of my country, I fhall 
feel much forrow, and you your- 
felves will probably hereatter regret 
it, when the feafon of reparation 
is fled. But why fhould I indulge 
fuch unpleafant apprehenfions, 
when in reality I fear nothing? I 
know it is impoftible for Englith 
gentlemen, fitting in the place you 
do, to pronounce this to be a fedi- 
tious paper; much lefs, upon the 
bare fact of publication, explained 
by the prefixed advertifement, and 
the detendant’s gener: al character 
and deportment, to give credit to 
that feditious purpofe which is ne- 
ceflary to convert the publication 
even of a libel itfelf into a crime.” 


Exirall of the Ch ars ge fo the Jury. 


« Now, gentlemen, this is the 
whole of the evidence that has been 
given on the one fide and the other. 
As to the feveral witnefies who 
have been called to give Mr. Ship- 
ley the character of a quiet and 
peaceable man, not difpoied to fis 
up fedition, that cannot govern the 
prefent queftion ; for the queftion 
for you to decide is, whether he is 
or is not guilty of publifhing this 
pamphlet? 

You have heard a creat deal 
faid, which really does not belong 
to the cafe, and a part of it has 
embarratled me a good deal in what 
manner to treat it. I cannot fub- 
{eribe to a great deal that I have 
heard from the defendant’s counfel; 
but I do readily adinit the truth ot 
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that propofition which he flated 
from Mr, Locke, that « w herever 
the law ends, tyranny begins.” The 
quefion then j is, What is the law as 
applicable to this bufinefs ? and to 
narrow it {till more, what is the law 
in this ftage of the bufinefs >—Yoy 
have been prefled very much by the 
counfel, and fo have | alfo, to vive 
an opinion upon the quettion, whe- 
ther this pamphlet is or is not a 
libel? Gentlemen, it is. my hap- 
pine fs that I find the law fo well and 
fo fully fettled, that it is impoffible 
for any man who means well to 
doubt about it; and the counfel for 
the detendant was fo contcious what 
the law was, that he himfelf ftated 
what he knew muft be the anfwer 
which he would receive from me, 
that is, that the matter: appears Upon 
the record—and as fuch, it 1s not 
for me, a fingle judge, fitting here 
at Nill Prius, to fay, whether it is 
or is notalibel. "‘Thofe who adopt 
the contrary doctrine, torget a little 
to what lengths it would go ; for, if 
that were to be allowed, the obvious 
confequence would be what was 
ftated by the counfel in reply, name- 
ly, that you deprive the fubject of 
that which is one of his deareft 
birthrights ; you deprive him of his 
appeal—you deprive him of his writ 
of error 5 for if I was to give an 
opinion here that it was nota libel, 
and you adopted that, the matter iS 
clofed for ever. ‘The law acts 
equally and juitly, as the pamphlet 
ftates—it is equal between the pro- 
fecutor and the defendant; and 
whatever appears upon the record is 
not for our decifion here, but may 
be the fubject of future coniidera- 
tion in the court out of which the 
record comes; and afterwards, if 
either party thinks fit, they have a 
right to carry it to the dernier re- 
fort, the houfe of lords. ‘The law 
is the fame in both criminal sad 
civil cafes, and there is not a 
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ntleman round this table who firft are the only queflions you have 

does not know that 1s the conftant to confider: and this, added he, 

‘ and uniform anfwer which is given very rightly, 1s clear and undoubt- 
sn fuch cules. ed law, It has been fo held for 
© You have been addreffed by the contiderably more than a century 
yotation of a great many cafes pait. It is admitted by the coun- 
upon libels. It icems to me, that tel, that upon great confideration, 
that queftion is fo well fettled, that it has been fo held in one of the 
gentle men fhould not agitate it cafes he mentioned, by a noble 
again; or at leaft, when they do lord who has pretided for many 
ayitate it, it fhould be done by ftat- years, with very diflinguifhed ho- 
ing fairly and fully what has pafled nour, in the firft court of criminal 
on all fides, not by {tating a p: affage juttice in this country; and it is 
or two trom a particular cafe that worthy of obfervation, Aloe estie's 
may be twif fted to the purpofe that came on. For twenty-eight years 
they want itto anfwer. And how  pait (during which time we have 
this ductrine ever comes to be now’ had a vatt number of profecutions 
ferioutly contended for, is a matter in different fhapes for libels) the 
of fome attonifhment to me; for I uniform and invariable conduct of 
do not know any one queftionin the that noble judge has been, to fate 
law which 1s more thoroughly efta- the queftions as I have juft flated 
blithed than that is. | know itis them to you; and though the cafes 
not the language of a particular fet have been defended by counfel not 
or party of men, becaufe the very likely to yield much, yet that point 
laft cafe that has ever arifen upon a was never found fault with by them, 
libel was conducted by a very re- and often as it has been enforced 
fpectable and a very honourable by the court, they never have at- 
man*, who 1s as warm a partian as tempted vet by any application to 
the counfel for the defendant, and, fet it afide. At laft it came on in 
I believe, of what is called the fame this way; the noble judge himfelf 
party. But he ftated the cafe in brought it on, by ftating to the 
few words, which I certainly a- court what his direé tions had al- 
dopted afterwards, and which, I ways been, with a defire to know 
believe, no man ever doubted about whether, in their opinions, the di- 
the propriety of. ‘That cafe arofe rection was right or wrong? The 
not three weeks ago at Guildhall court were unanimoutfly of opinion 
Upon a queftion on a libel; and in that it was right, and that the law 
{tating the plaintiff's cafe, he told bore no queftion or difpute.—It is 
the } jury that there could be but admitred by the counfel likewife, 
three queftions. that in the time that my lord chief 
“The Firft is, Whether the de- juftice Lee prefided in the court of 
fendant is guilty of publifhing the King’ s-Bench, the fame doctrine 
libel ? was laid down as clear and eftablith- 
‘* TheSecond, Whethertheinnu- ed. There was not a founder law- 
endos or the averments made upon yer, or an honetfler man, that ever 
wy record are true? fat on the bench than he was. But 
‘ The Third, which is a queftion if we trace the queftion further 
Sass Whether it is or is not a_ back, it will be found, that about 
libel 2 Therefore, faid he, the two the year 1731 (which, I fuppofe, 
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has not efcaped the diligence of the 
counfel) another chief juitice held 
the fame doctrine, and in terms 
which are more obfervable than 
thofe in moit otf the other cafes, 
becaufe they thew pretty clearly 
when it was that this idea was firit 
broached.— That was, an informa- 
tion againit one Franklin (1 think) 
for publifhing a libel called The 
Craitima n—The t then chict jullice 
fiared the three quel iOus to the 
jory in the fame way | mentione: 
Ble faid, Vhe frit 1s the tact 
publication; fecondly, Whet! 
the averments in the inform it o: 
are truc or not; an i third] Pe V 
ther woas alibel. He fays, t! 
are but two ot thete qu | tons for 
your conhias rat! MN smi Liki d 
merely a queition of law, wih 
which you, the jury, have nothing 
tw do, 42S HAS HOTTY of late been 
thought by people, who 
ought to better; but, fays 
he, we mui alway s take care to di- 
flinguith between matters of law 
and matte:s of tact, and they are 
not to be confounded, > 

“ Withfuch atrainof authorities, 
it 15 reaily extraordin: wy to hear 
the matter now imiiited on as a quel 
tion Which admits a doubt; and it 
we go tarther back, it wall be found 
ftill clearer: 
the Re volution, authorities will be 
found which go directly to the 
point. In one of them, which 
within a year or two trom the 
time of the cate ot the Seven Bi- 
fiops which the countel alluded to, 
a defendant, in an informarion tor 
a hhh« l, tried at | ar, faid 


lome prop 
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which was 


to the court, * As the in form: thor 
flares 4 to be a tei indalous and 
feditious libel, [ delve ic may be 
jet to A jurv to fav whether it 2s 
a i lous and fecitrous hbel, 

not.”” The aniwer then given by 
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law 5 my jury are to decide upon 
the tact; and if they find you 
guilty of the fact, the court w; i] 
afterwards confider whether it is or 
is not a libel.’"—If one goes fill 
farther back, we find it fettled as 
a princy le which admits of no dif. 
awe, and laid down fo ¢ ‘arly as the 


ign of queen Eliz.beth as a 
maxim, that * ad gquaftionem joj 
relp onde: it puratores, ea g! fone 
tu? ris refpondent pudtices.” ae d in he e 
cafe that the countel has th: ught 
nt to alludk to, uncer the name of 
Bufhel’s cafe, the fame maxim ig 
reco nize d by the Court nec ative ly, 

IZ. aa cfitonem facdi n ne 
‘ Pal hey ad fd 4 é f n 
, iteress for, faid the 
court unanimoully, if it be atked 


o1 tie wirv Waar 
cannot fav s if 
court what the tact 
fay. 

‘¢ Now, fo it flands as to legal hif- 
tory upon the buuncis. Suppofe 
tucre were no authority at all, can 
any thing be a ftronger proof of 
the 1: op! op nety of w hat i is contend- 
ed tor by the counfel for the de- 
tendant, than what I have had 
courte to? They have a dr led 
VOU NOT AS 15 very ufual to ad ldveis 
a jury, and which you muit know 
' yourtelves, if you have often icrv- 
cd upon them ; they have addreffed 
you ¥pon a quetiion of law, on 
which they have quoted cafes tor 
century back. Now, a are you ae 
feffed of thofe cafes in your own 
minds ? are you apprized ot the 
diftin¢tions on which thofe determi- 
nations are founded Is it nota 
little extraordinary to require of a 
iury, that they fhould ca ry mall the 
leval determinations in their minds ? 
Ir one looks a little tarther into the 
conttitution, it feems to me, that 
without r courte to authoritic 3g 
cannot admit of a doubt. 
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the rhode of adminittering juftiee in 
this country ?— ‘Lhe judges are ap- 
pointed ro decide the law, the ju- 
ries to decide the fact.—How ?— 
Both under the jolemn obligation 
of anoath. The judges are fworn 
to adminiiter the law faithtully and 
truly. ‘The jury are not to fworr, 
but to give a true verdict acco 
to the evidences Was it evet yet at- 
tempted to give evidence of what 
the law was ?—If it were done in 
one initanee, it mit hold im al!.— 
Suppo’e a jury fhould fay, that 
which is ftated wpon a record is 
high treafon or murder ; it the facts 
charged upon the record are not fo, 
it is the duty of the court to look 
jnto the record, and they are bound 
by their oaths to difcharge the de- 
fendant. The confequenee if it 
were not fo; would be, that 4 nfan 
would be hiable to be hanged, who 
had offended avainft no law at all. 
It is pon the facts, as tound by 
ihe jury, that the court are to fay 
whether it is dny offence or not. 
It would undoubtedly hold in civil 
cafes as well as criminal; and as 
the counte! for the profecution has 
faid-in reply, by the fame rea‘on 
in the cafe of an ejectment, you 
might dectde contrary to the law. 
But was it ever fuppottd, that a 
jury was competent to fay what is 
the operation of a fine, or a reco- 
very, or a warranty, which are 
mere queftions of haw ? 

Then the counfel fays, if is a 
very extraordinary thing, if you 
have AoHing elfe to decide but the 
fact of the publication ; becaufe 
then the jury are to do nothing but 
to decide that which was dever dif- 
puted.— Now, there is a creat deal 
Of art in that areumént, and it was 
very ingenioufly put by the coun- 
fel; but there is a fallaev in the 
argument, which arifes from not 
contidering how the mattet ftands 
here. It is not true, that the De- 
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fendant, by the iffue, admits that hé 
ever publifhed it.—+No; upon the 
record he denies it; but when hé 
comes here, he thinks fit to admit 
it. That does not alter the modd 
of trial. 

Then it is afferted, thdt if you 
go upon the publication only, that 
the defendant would be found 
guilty, though hé is innocent. But 
that is by no means the cafe; and 
it is only neceffary to ‘ee how many 
gvards the law has made, to fhew 
how erroneous that areumment iseom 
it the fact were, that the defend4 
ant never denied the publication; 
but meant to admit it, and infift 
that it was nota libel, he had an- 
other way tn which he fhould have 
done it (2 way univerfally known 
to the profeflion)—for he ought to 
lave démurred to the indiétment ¢ 
by which In fubflance he would 
have faid—1 admit the fact of pub- 
fithing it, but deny that it is anv 
ofienee.-—But he is not precluded 
even now, trom faying it is nota 
Hbel; tor if the fact be found b 
you, that he did pyblifh the pamph- 
let, and upon future contideration 
the court of King’s Bench fhall be 
of opinion that it is frot a libel, he 
mult then be acquitted.—<As to his 
coming here, it is his own choice. 

But, fay the counfel farther, it 
is clear in point of law, thatin a cri- 
minal cafe the defendant cannot 
plead {pecially ; therefore he might 
give any thing in eviderice that 
wou'd be a juttification if he could 
ptead {pect Py.—I admit it :—but 
what does that amount to? you 
muit plead matter of facts you 
cannot plead matter of law; the 
plea is bad if youdo. Then ad- 
miftinge that he could givVe that in 
evidence upon Not Guilty, which 
would in point of law; if pleaded; 
amount to an excufe or a defence, 
the queftion fill is, what are the 
facts on which the defence is found 
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ed? That brings the cafe to the 
queftion of publication; for the 
innuendos are no more than this: 
firit, the indictment fays, that by 
the letter G. is meant Gentleman, 
and by the letter F. is meant Far- 
mer, Now the title of this pomph- 
let is, ** The Principles of Govern- 
ment, in a Dialogue between a 
Gentleman and a Farmer.”—The 
innuendo is not upon initials or let- 
ters that may be doubtiul, but whe- 
ther the king written at length 
means the king of Great Briain, 
and whether the parliament ineans 
the parliament ot Great Britain. 
‘Thefe are points I don’t know how 
to ftate a quetlion upon; and if 
you are fatistied as to the innuendos, 
the only remaining queiiion of tact 
is as to the publication. 

Whether Mr. Jones’s evidence 
will or will not operate in mitiyga- 
tien of punillunent, is not a quet- 
tion for me to give & opinion up- 
on, becaufe it is not for me to in- 
flict the punifhient if the defend- 
ant is found guilry. But upon his 
evidence it ftands thus: the dean 
had thoughts of printing the pampk- 
let in Welih, but upon what was 
faid to him by Mr. Jones and other 
gentlemen, he declined it. But he 
aftersvards publided it in Engiith : 
for this converfation is fworn by 
Jones to be on the 7th of Jonuary, 
and not all the 2yth of January 
does he fend this letter to Evans 
with the pamphlet, detiring that it 
might be publifhed ; thereiore there 
is no contradiction us to the publi- 
cation ; and if you are fatistied of 
this in point of fact, ir is my duty 
to tell you in point of law, you 
are bound to find the defendant 
guilty.—1 with to be explicit in 
what I fay to you, becaute if | err 
in any refpect, it is open to the 
defendant to have it corrected. As 
far as it is neceflary to give any 
Opinion in poiut of law upon the 
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fubject of the trial, I readily do ic: 
beyond that I don’t mean to fay a 
wor, becaufe it is not necetiary 
nor ptoper here. In a future face 
of the bufine(s, if the defendant is 
found guilty, he will havea right 
to demand my opinion ; and if ever 
that happens, it is my ducy to give 
it, and then I will: bue *till that 
happens, { do not think it proper, 
or by any means incumbent upon 
one who tits where I do, to go out 
of the cafe to give an opinion upon 
a fubyect which the prefent ftage of 
the cafe does not require. There- 
fore | can on'y iay, that if you are 
fatistied thar the defendant did pub- 
lith this pamphlet, and are fatisfied 
as to the truth of the innuendos in 
point of law, you ought to find 
him guilty. It you are not fatif- 
fied of imat, you wil acquit him, 


The ‘Turvy witodres» to confaer of 
their Verdidt, When they returned 
again into Court, the For eman faid, 
they found the Defendant Guilty of 
Publishing only. 


Mr. Juflice Buller. That ver- 
dict is not quite correct. — You, gen- 
tlemen of ihe jury, mutt explain one 
way or the other, whether you find 
the meaning of the innuendos. The 
indictment has fated that G. means 
Gentleman, F. Farmer, — The King, 
the King of Great Britain, and the 
Parliameut, the Parliament of Great 
Britsin.—Do you find him guilty ? 

One of the Jury. Yes, we find 
him guilty of that. 

Mr. Erikine. ‘I'hev find the de- 
fendant guilty of publifhing only. 

One ot the Jury. We don’t fay 
any thing to judge of the libel, we 
oniy find him guilty of publifhing. 

Mr. Erfkine. 1 beg your lord- 
fu'p’s pardon, Lam ture ] mean no- 
thing that is irregular: I unéer- 
ftand the jury faid, thev only found 
that the dean publithed it. 

One of the Jury. Yes. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Erkkine. They only find that 
the dean publithed this pamphlet. 

Mr. Broderick. They have not 
found that it is a libel of, and con- 
cerning the king and his govern- 
ment. 

Mr. J’: tice Buller. I afked them 
whether they were fatisfied that 
the King meant the King of Great 
Britain, whether the letter G. meant 
Gentieman, and the letter F. meant 
Farmer ; they fay they aro ‘atisfied. 
—Is there any other innuendo in the 
indi¢tment ? 

Mr. Erikine. When the jury 


that was given in the cafe of the 
King againft Woodfall ; they faid 
guilty of publifhing only.—Gentle- 
men of the jury, do you mean that 
the word ov/y ihall ftand part of 
your verdict ? 

One of the Jury. Certainly. 

Mr. Jultice Buller. Gentlemen, 
if you add the word ony, it will be 
negativing, or at leaft not finding 
the truth of the innuendos; that I 
underftood you did not mean to do. 

Mr. Ertkine. That has the effect 
of a general verdict of cuilty.—I 
defire your lordfhip, fitting here as 
judge, to record the verdict as given 
by the jury; if the jury depart 
. from the word only, they alter their 
verdict. 


Mr. Juftice Buller. I will take . 


their verdict as they mean to give 
it; it fhall not be altered.—Gen- 
tlemen, do you mean to find him 
guilty of publifhing the libel ? 

One of the Jury. Of publifhing 
the pamphlet; we don’r decide up- 
on its being a libel or not. 

Mr. Juttice Buller. And that the 
mean-ng of the innuengos is as flated 
in the indictment ? 

One of the Jury. 
tainly. Jury 

Mr. Erfkine. Would you have 
the word on/y recorded ? 


One of the Jury. Yes. 


Yes, cere 
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Mr. Erikine. Then I infift that 
it fhall be recorded. 

Mr. Juttice Buller. Mr. Ertkine, 
fit down, or I fhall be obliged to 
interpofe in fome other way. 

Mr, Erfkine. Your lordthip may 
ae in what manner you think 

t. 

Mr. Juftice Builer. Gentlemen, 
if you fay guilty of publithing onlys 
the confequence is, that you negae 
tive the meaning of the particular 
words I have mentioned—that is 
the operation of the word only, In 
effect, you would give a verdict in 
words contrary to what you mean. 

One of the Jury. How will it 
operate ? 

Mr. Juftice Buller. If you fay 
nothing more but find. him guilty 
of publifhing, the queftion of law 
is open upon the record, and they 
have a right to apply firft to the 
court of King’s-Bench to arrett the 
judgment ; and if they are not fa- 
tisfied with the opinion of that 
court, either party has aright to 
go to the houle of lords, and you 
find nothing more by that verdict 
but the fimple fact ; but {f you find 
him guilty of publishing only, that 
verdict will not include the infu 
endos on the record. 

One of the Jury. 
mitted, 

Mr. Erfkine. I defire to afk your 
lordfhip this queftion in the hearing 
of the jury, Whether if they find 
the verdict—Guilty of publifhing, 
leaving out the word on/y, and on 
my application to arreft the judg- 
ment, the judgment fhall not be 
arrefted, but entered up in the 
King’s Bench ; whether the fedition 
does not ftand recorded ? 

Mr. Jutlice Buller. No, it does 
not, unlefs the pamphlet be a Libel 
in point of law. 

Ir. Erkkine. True, 


That is ad- 


But can I 


fay that the defendant did not pubs 
lith it feditioufly, if judgment ig 
net 
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not arrefted, but is entered in the 
record ? 

Mr. Juftice Buller. Gentlemen, 
this is my fatisfaction. if in what 
I am faying to you 1 am wrong in 
any inftance, they have a right to 
have a new trial directly for afking. 
Rut mutt tell you the law is this : 
if Meh find the defendant guilty of 

Whing, without faying any 
more, the queflion of libel or not 
is open to the confideration of the 
court; but if you fay he is guilty 
of publifhing oz/y, it is an incom- 
plete verdict, 

One of the Jury. We certainly 
mean to leave the queltion of libel 
or not to the contideration of the 
court. 

Mr. Erkine. Do you find the 
fedition ? 

One of the Jury. We give no 
verdict upon it. 

Mr. Juttice Buller. When you 
underitand your verdict yourfelves, 
J will take ict in the manner you 
itate it. If you fay guilty of pub- 
lithing only, there muft be another 
trial, becaufe the verdict will be 
imperfect. 

One of the Jury. No, we did 
not fay that; we put the word ox/y 
firft—Guilty only of publifhing. 

Mr. Erfkine. I delire, with great 
fubmiffion, the jury having faid 
Guilty onf of publithing, that it 
may be fo recorded. 

Mr. Juftice Buller. Whether 
you fay guilty oly of publifling, 
or guilty of publifhing ox/y, that 
amounts to the fame thing. You 
may fay this, ** Guilty of publith- 
ing; but w hether it is a libel or 
not you don’t know,” if that is 
your intention, 

One of the Jury. That is our in- 
tention. 

Mr. Juftice Buller. Do you give 
your verdict in this way, * Guilty 
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of publifh’ng, but whether it js 4 
libel or not, the j jury don’t know ?” 

One ot the Jury. We don’t find 
ita hbel, my lord; we do not de. 
cide upon it, 

Mr, Ertkine, They find it no 
libel. 

Mr. Juftice Buller. See what is 
attempted to be done, 

Mr. Erikine. There is no impro- 
per attempt upon my part, 1 atk 
this of your lordthip, and defire an 
an{wer, asa judge, whether or no, 
if, when I come to move in arreit 
of judgment, and the court fhould 
enter up judgment, faying, that it 
is alibel, whether I can atterwards 
fay, in mitigation of punithment, 
that the defendant did not publifh 
it feditioufly, when he is found 
guilty of publithing it in manner 
and form as ttated ? Therefore the 
jury are made to find a man guilty 
of fedition, when in the fame mo- 
ment they fay they did not mean 
fo to do. Gentlemen, do you find 
the dean guilty of fedition ? 

One of the Jury, We neither 
find the one nor the other. 

Mr. Price (Affociate). Do you 
fay ** Guilty of publifhing, but 
whether a hbel or not you do not 
find ?” 

Mr. Juftice Buller. Is that your 
meaning ? 

One of the Jury, It is our means 
hig. 

‘Mr. Bearcroft. All you mean is 
to leave the law where it is? 

Once of the Jury. That is all our 
meaning. 

Mr. Juftice Buller. The inten- 
tion of the jury was from the firit 
as clear as it could be, only they 
wanted to confound it, 

The affociate rceorded the verdicts 
‘6 GUILTY OF PUBLISHING, BUT 

WHETHER A LIBEL OR NOT 

THE JURY DO NOI FIND.” 
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SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for 
the Year 1784, 


NAVY. 
JuNE 1, 17346 
I. HAT 26,000 men be empioyed for the fea 
fervice, for the year 1784, including 
4495 Marinese ‘ 
2. That a fum, not exceeding 4]. per man per 
month, be allowed for maintaining the faid 26,000 
men, for thirteen months, including ordnance for {ca L. 5S. de 
fervice -——- ie: —~— 15352000 0 oO 
JuNE 21, 1784. 
1. For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay 
to fea and marine officers, for the year 1784 701,869 o 6 
2. Towards the building, rebuilding, and repairs 
of fhips of war in his majetty’s yards, and other ex- 
tra works over and above what are propofed to be 
done upon the heads of wear and tear in ordinary, for 
tue year 1784 —_— — 1,100,000 © ©O 





_— 





391 53,869 0 6 
ARM Y¥. 
June 1s, 1784. 
1. That a number of land forces. including 2,030 
invalids, amounting to 1°,,03 effective men, com- 
miffion and non-com:miffioned officers included, be 
employed for the year 1784. 
2. tor defraying the charge of 1-,483 effective 
men, for guards, garrifons, and other his maje!.y’s 
land torces in Great Britain, Guerniey, Jeriey, &c. 6:6,190 9 1 
- For m:intaining his majefty’s forces and garri- 
fons in the plantations, and thofe in garrifon at Gib- 
raltar — 2°4)213 2 9 
_4. For the pay neceflary to be advanced to one re- 
giment of light dragoons, and five b ttalion. of foot, 


for fervice in Kaft India, for the year 1 84 -_ 8,252 7 9g 
§- For the pay of the -ene al and genera! ftaff-offi- 
cers in Great Britain, tor the year 1784 eames 6,080.6 6 


(N 3) 
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6. For defraying the charge of two Hanoverian bat- 
talions of foot in Great Briain, for 183 days, from 
the 25th day of June 1783, to the 24th d: ay of Decem- 
ber 178 

7. For the amount of exchequer fees, to be paid by 
the paymafier-general, and on account for poundage 
to be returned to the infantry of his majefty’s forces, 
for the year 1734 

8. For defi aying. the charge of the in and out-pen- 
fioners of Chelfea hofpital, ‘and of the expences of 
the faid hoipital, _ the year 1784 — 











Jus c 28, 1784. 

1. Towards detra “g ing the extraordinary expences 
of his majefty’s lan forces, and other fervices, in- 
curred from the 1ft day of February 1783, to the 24th 
of December following, both days inclulive, and not 
provided for by parliament 

2. Upon account of the reduced officers of his ma- 
jefly’s land forces and marines, for the year 1784 

3- For defraying the charge of ailowances to the 
feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
troops of horfe-guar.'s sidicol. and to the fuperannu- 
ated gentlemea of the four troops of horfe-guards, for 

the year 1784 + 

4 Upon further account of the reduced officers of 
his maieily’s land forces, for the year 1754 _ 

ie Upon account of the commifiioned officers of his 
majefty’s Britifh American forces, for the year 1784 

6. Upon account of feveral officers late in the fer- 
vice of the States General, forthe year1784 9 — 

. For defraying the charge of pentions to be paid 
to the widows of commitioned officers, and expences 
attending the fame, for the year 1784 -— 

8. For defrayiny the charge of penfions to be paid 
to the widows of cominiflioned officers of his majeds 








-- 


£. & 


wo 


67,551 14 1 


173,001 15 5§§ 


2,360,992 0 9 
759116 18 6 


563 12 10 
130,300 0 Oo 
54,653 10 6 

39544 14 3 


17,00 4 0 


ty’s Britifh American forces, for the year 1784 == — 686 0 0 


g- For defraying the charge of two regiments of 
foat, fent trem Ireland to Gibraltar during the year 
378 -—- 

‘ “4 For defraying the charge of additionals to three 
regiments of foot, tor the year 1783 —- 

it. For defraying the charge of feveral corps to 
the refpective times of their being difbanded, during 
the year 1783 

22. For defraying the charge of five battalions of 
his majefty’s Hanoverian infantry in the pay of Great 
Britain, = the zsth of December 1783, to the 
z4th of June 1784, both cays inclufive, being 183 


days — oe ones 











4,246 11 © 


10,524 17 4 


9,821 15 6 


230419 0 103 
. For 
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13. For defraying the charge of general and fiaff- 
officers of the hofp:tal terving with the forces in 
North America aud the Weit Indies, for the year 
wn JuNE 29, 1°84. 

1. Towards detraying the charge of fubfidies due 
to the landgrave of Heile Caflei, the hereditary prince 
of Hefle Cafiel, the reign ng prince o: Waldeck, the 
margrave Of Brandebourg Anfpach, the reigning 
srince of Anhalt Zerbit, and the reigning duke of 
Brunfwick. purfaant to treatics tor the year 1784 

2. Towards defraying the charge of 0,43 men, 
being a detachment: ot the troops ot the landgrave of 
Hefle Caffel,. including itaff-officers in the pay of 
Great Britain, trom the 2>th ot May, 1784, to the 
24th ot December tollowing, both days inclutive 

3. To make good a deficiency on the fublidy due to 
the reign:ng duke of Brunfwick, for the year 1783 

AuGust >, 1 d4- 

For defraying the charge of three regiments of 
foot, from the 25th of June 1784, to the 24th of 
December tollowing, both days inclulive, being 183 


days —- —— oo 





ORDNANCE, 
June 14, 1784. 

1. For defraying the expence of fervices performed 
by the office of ordnance tor lind fervice, and not 
provided for by parliament in the year 1783 -- 

2. For the charge ef the office of ordnance for the 
land fervice, for the year 1784 -— 


MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 
June 3, 1784. 

1. For difcharg.ng exchequer bills, made out by 
virtue of an act pafied in the laft feffion of parliament, 
entuled, * An act for raifing a certain fum ot money 
* by loans or exchequer bills, tor the fervice of the 
** year 1783,” and charged upon the firlt aids to be 
granted in this feflion of parliament _ 

_2. For paying off and difcharging the exchequer 
bills, made out by virtue of an act paffed in the laft 
{cilon of parliament, entitled, ** An act for raifing 
‘“* a turther fum of money by loans or exchequer 
"t pills, for the fervice of the year 3783,” and 
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d. 
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Le % 
6,291 7 


120,369 11 7 


60,035 8 45 
2,366 13 © 


16,626 4 12 





4,080,220 13 9 





——— 


181,541 6 4 


429,008 2 7 





610,149 8 it 


-_—- 





7— 


1,000,000 0 © 
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charged upon the firft aids to be granted in this feilion 
of parliament -_—— -—— 

June 14, 1724. 

1. To be advanced to the governor.and company of 

erchants of England trading into the Levant feas, ta 
a applied in ailiting the faid company in carrying on 
their trade —-— 

2. Towards enabling the truftees of the Britith 
Mufeum to carry on the execution of the trutls re- 
poled in them by parliament 
June is, 1784. 

Upon account of the expences of the new roads of 
communication, and building bridges in the High. 
lands of North Brigain, in the year 1784 — 

JULY 20; 1754. 

Tp make compenfation to the rey, Thomas Weekes 
Dalby, the reprefentative of Charles Weekes, de- 
ceafed, for the lofs fuitained by the detainer of the 
fhip Hope belonging to the faid Charles Weekes, on 
account of his majetly’s victualling office, in the 
years 1743 and 1744 

Jury 26, 17%4. 

Tp difeharge the debt contracted on his majetty’s 
civil litt, and to defray the further expences thereof 
AucustT 6, 1784. 

For defraying the charges of the following civil 
efiablifhments, and other incidental expenges attend: 
ing the fame, in America. 

' a. His majefty’s colony of Nova Scotia 

2. His majefly’s ifland of St. John’s 

3. His majgiiy’s province of [aft Florida 

4: His majefly’s province of New Bruntwjck 

Ss, His majetiy’s ifand of Cape Breton 

o. For the relief and benefit of fundry American 
civil officers, and others, who have fuffered on account 
of their attachment to h's majei'y’s government = -—— 

7. Todifcharge billy drawn on the commiffioners 
of the treafury by John Parr, efq. governor of No- 

















ne ne 
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va Scotia, and other fervices 
8. ‘Towards carrying on the bvildings at Sojnerfet- 
houfe, for the year 1784 
9. To be paid to Jofeph White, ¢fq. for the ex- 
pences attending the bill tor inflicting pains and pe- 
nalties on {r Thomas Rumbold, baronet, in the latt 
feffion of parliament | 
10. To George Whire, efq. clerk to the commit- 
tees appointed to enquire into the caufes of the war in 
the Carnatic, in the years 1-81 ard 1 32 —- 
1. To William Evatt, clerk to the felcét cam- 
jnittces appointed to take into confideration the Sate 
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1yt69,,00 


4,000 


1,391 


60,000 


£5559 
39150 
32950 
3,100 
1,759 


759750 


12,816 


25,600 


5. 


13 


ooog 
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the adminiftration of jufice in the provinces: of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, in the tour lat feflions of 
lament 
+. ‘lo Mr. White, junior, clerk to the fele& com- 
mittees, to whom “ «he reports ot the court of di- 
 reators of the united company of .he merchants 
« trading to the Katt Indies” were reterred during the 
Jaft and this prefent ietlion oi parliament — 
te To Mr. Arthur Benton, clerk to the commit. 
tee appoint’ d, in the latt feflion of paliament, to en- 
quire into ‘he illicit practices ufed in deirauding the 
revenue of this kingdom —_—- -—_—-- 
Aveustr 7, 1784. 
1, To make cc mpenfation to the commiffioners ap- 
inted to examine, tike, and itate the public ac- 
counts of the kingdom, for their diligence, &c. 
9, To make goud the like fam which has been paid 
to the ecretarie. o} the commiflioners appointed to ex- 
amine the public accounts, &c. and to the commiffion- 
ers appointed ro enquire into the loffes of the Amerj- 
can loyalifts, and which has not been made good by 
parliament 
3. To make good the fum which has been iffued by 
his majeily’s orders, in purfuance of the addrefles of 
this houfe 
4- For repairing, maintaining, and fupporting, the 
Britifh forts and fettlements on the coatt of Africa 
s. To replace the fum iffued by his majefty’s order 
to Duncan Campbell, efq. tor the expence of confin- 
ing, maintaining and employing convicts on the 
River Thames 
6. To perfe& the purchafe of the foil of the Ba- 
hama iflands, and to fupport the civil eftablifhment of 
the faid iflands, in addition to the falaries now paid 
out of the dxty fund, to the public officers ~- 
7. For the falary propofed to be allowed to the 
chief juftice of the Bermuda or Somers iflands, from 
the 24th of June 1784, tothe 24th of June 1785 

















DEFICIENCIES, 
JuNE ts, 1784. 

1. To make good the deficiency of the,grants for 
the fervice of the year 1758, to replace to the finking 
fund the like fum paid out of the fame 

2. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 
the fervice of the year 1778, to replace to the finking 
fund the like fum paid out of the fame — — 

- | 
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he & 
6,623 19 
9,000 oO 
72000 @] 
36,841 H 
13,000 9 
12,212 If 
7850 0 
500 oO 


d. 
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oO 





29467,226 11 2k 


————— ———— ee 


234556 2 7 


168,090 
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3. To 
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3. To make goed the deficiency of the grants for 
the fervice of the year 1779, to replace to the finking bea Hinde 
fund the like fum paid out of the tame ~ — 735339 19 
4. To make good the deficiency of the grants tor 
the fervice of the year 1780, to replace to the finking 
fund the like fum paid out ofthe fame — — 
5. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 
the fervice of the year 1782, to replace to the finking 
fund the like {um paid out of the fame — — 
6. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 
the fervice of the year 1783, to replace to the finking 
fund the like fum paid out of the fame — = 24,943 5 of 
, 7. To make good the deficiency of the grants for the 
fervice of the year 1733 —- 






























o~ ® 


207,929 10 ; 


4351883 19 


te 





36,814 15 53 
To make good deficiencies in the malt tax and 
land tax _—- —— —- 706,166 o o 





1,676,708 15 © 





Total of fupplies —— omens 11,988,174 9 4f 





Ways and Means for raifing the Supplics granted to his Majefly for the 
Year 1784. 
November 24, 1783. 
That the duties upon malt, mum, cyder, and perry, 
ve further continued for one year _— — 750,000 0 0 


DECEMBER 10, 1783. 

That the fui: of four fhillings in the pound be 
raifed, within the fpace of one year, upon lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, penfions, offices, and perfonal 
eftates, in that part of Great Britain called England, 
Wales, and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, and 
that a proportionable cefs be laid upon that part of 
Great Britain cailed Scotland — 





2,000,000 0 © 


Jury 1, 1784. 

1, That the fum of 6.0 ©,000l. be raifed by annu- 
ities, and the further fum of 360,c00l. by a lottery in 
manner followin, — 

That every contributor fhall, for every hundred 
pounds contributed, be entitled to the principal fum of 
100]. in annuities, after the rate of 31. per cent. to 

ol. after the rate of 41, per cent. and toan annuity of 
ve fhillings and fix pence for the term of feventy-five 
years and bx months. 

‘Vhat every conwributor fhall, for every 1oool. be 
entitled to fix tickets in a lottery to confift of 36,000 
tickets, upon the payment of the fum of iol. pex 
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ticket. The faid 360,0001. to be diftributed into 
rizes for the lottery. 

That the anguities, after the rate of 31. per cent. be 
made one joint ttock with the 3]. per cent. annuities con- 
folidated; the anouities, after the rate of al. per cent. 
one joint ftock with the 4l. per cent, annuities confoli- 
dated; and the annuities of five fhillings and fix 
pence, one joint ftock with annuities granted for the 
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feveral terms of o9, 98, 80, 78, and 77 years, confoli- ff. Se tae 

dated -—-- 6,360,000 o @ 
2. That out of the favings of the feveral army fer- 

vices, be applied, towards defraying the extraordinary 

expences of his majetty’s land forces, and other fer- ’ 

vices incurred between the rit of February, 17383, and 

the 24th of December following, and not provided for 

by parliament, the fum of —_ 441,702 13° of 

AvuGust 2, 1784. 

1. That there be raifed by loans or exchequer bills, 

to be charged upon the firft aids to be granted in the 

next feffion of parliament, the tum of -- 1,500,000 0 oO 
2. That there be raifed by loans or exchequer bills, 

to be charged upon the firit aids to be granted in the 

next feffion of parliament, the fum of — 1,000,000 o Oo 

Avocust 7, 1784. 

1. That there be iffued and applied, out of the 

orerplus monies, and other revenues compoting the 

finking fund, the fum of 800,000 0 oOo 
2. That there be applied, remaining in the receipt 

of the exchequer, for the difpolition of parliament, 

the fum of ——. 106,818 ¢§ riz 
Total of ways and means —— 12,967,520 19 8% 
Total of fupplies —_— — 11,988,174 9 4% 
Excefs of ways and means — — 969,346 10 32 

New Taxes for the Year 1784. 

Candles, one halfpenny per pound -- —_ 100,000 0 90 
Bricks, two fhillings and tix pence per thoufand; 

and tiles, from three to thirty fhillings per thoufand - 50,000 0o 6 
Hats, trom three pence to two fhillings, and licences 

for vending the fame —— 150,000 o @ 
Pleafure horfes, ten fhillings per head, running 

horfes two guineas per head — 100,000 © © 
Britihh linens and cottons, from three farthings to 

one thilling per yard, and licences for bleaching and 

dying the fame : 120,000 © 0 


Ribbands, from one penny for every twelve yards, 
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to one penny per yard, and gauzes, from two pence to 


four-pence per yard - 


Licences for retailing beer, ale, and other excifeable 
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120,00 o g 


& 


—-— 


liquors; and to the makers and dealers in certain ex- 


cifeable commodities, from ten fhillings to fifty pounds 
Qualifications of fhooters, two pounds two flillings 


110,0CO 0 6 


r head, and deputations from lords of manors ten 





illings per head 


Paper, trom one penny to ten fhillings per ream, 
paiteboards, millboards, and fcaleboards 

Hackney couches, five fhillings per week 

Silver plate, fix pence per ounce, and gold plate 


eight fhillings per ounce 





Lead exported, one guinea per ton 
Poftage of letters, one penny and two pence 


Regulations of franking 





10,°00 °o 6 


_—_— 18,000 0 6 
— 12,000 © 0o 
—_— 25,000 0 o 
—_— 15,000 © © 
100,800 0 o 

-—— 20,000 0 o 


Raw and thrown filk imported, three fhillings, and 


two thillings per pound 


———=> 


-———- 





930,000 0 @ 








Public A&s paid in the Fourth 
Seffion of the Fifteentd Parliament 
of Great Britain, 


December 24, 1733. . 

An act for continuing:and grant- 
ing to his majetty certain duties up- 
on malt, mum, cyder, and perry, 
tor the fervice of the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty-iour. 

An att for granting an ald to his 
majeity by a land tax, to be raifed 
in Great Britain, for the fervice of 
the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty-four. 

Ao act to continue, for a limited 
time, an act made in the laft feifion 
of parliament, intituled, ** An a& 
for prevenung certain initruments 
from being required from fhips be- 
longing to the United Srates of 
America, and to give to his ma- 
iefty, for a limited time, certain 
powers for the betrer carrying on 
trade and commerce between the 
fubjects of his majeity’s dominions 


and the inhabitants of the faid 
United States.” 

Aw aét to continue fo much of an 
act, made in the lait feffion of par- 
liament, as allows further time for 
the payment of certain fums due, 
and to become duce to the publig 
from the United Company of Mer- 
chants of knyland trading to the 


Eatt Indies. 


March 11, 1784 

An act to explain and amend an 
act, made in the laft feilion of par- 
liament, intituled, ‘* An act for re- 
peuling an aét, made in the twenty 
fecond year of his pretent majetty, 
intituled, ** An aét for charging a 
ftamp duty upon inl nd bills of ex- 
change, promiilory notes, or other 
notes, payable otherwie than upon 
demand; and tor granting new 
itamp duties on bills of exchange, 
promiffory and other nores, and alio 
ftamp dutes on receipts ;” and for 
indemnitying all perfons who have 
written 


. 
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written or figned any bill of ex- 


or. other note, 


e, promifiory 
coang® P itamped accord- 


or any receipt, not 
j law’. 

ie act for eftablifhing certain re- 
gulations concerning the portage 
gad conveyance of letters and p ck. 
ets by the polt between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland. 

Murch 24, 1784. 

An aét for punithing mutiny and 
defertion, and for the better pay- 
ment of the army and their quar- 
ters. 

An at for the regulation of his 
majeity’s marine forces while on 
fhore. 

An att for appointing commiffon- 
ers to put in executton an act of this 
feffion of parliament, intituled, 
“ An att for grantitig an aid to his 
majetty by a land tax, to be raifed 
in Great Britain, for the fervice of 
the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-four ;” together with 
thofe named in two former acts for 
appointing commiflioners of the land 
tax, and with thofe named in an 
act of the lait feffion of parliament, 
intituled, ** An act for granting an 
aid to his majeity by a land tax, to 
be raifed in Great-Britain, for the 
fervice of the year one thouiind 
feven hundred and eighry-three.”’ 

An act tor further continuing, 
for a limited time, an aét made in 
the laf feilion of parliament, in- 
tituled, “* An act tor preventing 
certain inftruments from being re- 
quired from thips belonging to the 
United States of America; and to 
give to his majefty, for a limited 
ume, certain powers tor the better 
cartying on trade and commerce 
between the fubjects of his majefty’s 
dominions and the inhabitants of 
the faid Unired States.” ’ 

An act for detraying the charge 
ef the militia in that part ot Great 
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Britain, called England, for one 
year, beginning the twenty-fitth 
day of March, one thoufand fevea 
hundred and eighty four; and for 
lefiening the number of deputy 
lieutenants and jultices of the peace 
ro act in the exccution of the laws 
relating to the militia. 

An act to continue the provifions' 
of an act of the twenty-third of his 
prefent majefty, for granting 
bounty upon the exportation of 
Britith and Irth buckrams and uk 
tettings, Britihh and Irifh linens, 
Britith callicoes and cottons, or cot- 
ton mixed with linen, printed, paint- 
ed, ftained, or dved in Great Brig 
tain, for a limited time. 

An act for allowing further time 
for inrollment of deeds and wills’ 
made-by papifts, and for reliet of 
proteftant purchaters. 

An act to authorize the removal 
of prifoners in certain cafes, and to 
amend the laws refpecting the trani- 
portation of oifenders. 


Public AAs paffed in the Firft Sefion 
of the Sixteenth Parliament of 
Great Britain. 


June 18, 1784. 


An act for further continuing, 
for a limited time, an act, made 1a 
the twenty-third year of the reign of 
his prefent majeity, intituled, ** Aa 
act tor preventing ceriain inflrus 
ments from being required froma 
fhips belonging to the United States 
of America; and to give to his ma 
jefty, for a limited time, certain 
powers for the better Carrying on 
trade and commerce between the 
fubjects of his majefty’s dominions 
and the inbabitants of the faid 
United States.” 


Fune 29, 1784. 
Af act to impower the Eaft Ind'a 
company to take a dividcnd to the 
proe 
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roprietors of Eaft India ftock at 
idfummer, 1784. 


Fuly 16, 1784- 

An aét for raifing a certain fum 
of money by way of annuitics, and 
for eftablithing a lottery. 

An a¢t to enable the governor and 
company of the bank of Scotland 
further to increafe the capital ftock 
of the faid company. 

An act to enable fuch officers, 
mariners, and foldiers, as have been 
in the land or fea fervice, or in the 
marines, or in the militia, or any 
corps of fencible men, fince the fe- 
cond year of his preient majeity’s 
reign, to cxercife trades. 

An att for eftablifhing certain re- 
gulations concerning the portage and 
conveyance of letters and packets by 
the poft between Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

July 20, 1784. 
_ Anat tor laying additional du- 
ties upon all candles (except wax 
and fpermaceti candles), and for 
more effectually fecuring the duties 
upon candles 

An att for appointing and en- 
abling commiffioners further to exa- 
mine, take, and fate the public ac- 
counts of the kingdom. 


July 30, 1784. 

An act tor laying additional du- 
ties upon paper, pafteboards, mill- 
boards, and fcaleboards ; and for 
explaining certain doubts refpecting 
the duties impofed by an act made 
in the twenty-firft year of his pre- 
fent majefty’s reign, intituled, ** An 
act for repealing the prefent duties 
upon paper, pafteboards, millboards, 
and fcaleboards, made in Great Bri- 
tain, and for granting other dutics 
in teu thereof.” 

An att to revive and continue an 
ad, made in the twelfth year of the 
reign of his prefent majeity, for en- 
@ouraging the manutacture of lea- 
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ther, by lowering the duty payable 
upon the importation of oak bark 
when the price of fuch bark fhall 
exceed a certain rate, for a limited 
time; and for extending feveral 
acts of parliament relative to the 
manufacture of leather to that part 
of Great Britain called Scotland. 

An act for further continuing, 
for a limited time, an act made in 
the twenty-third year of the reien 
of his prefent majetty, intivuled 
** An act for preventing certain in- 
ftruments from being required from 
fhips belonging to the United States 
of America; and to give to his ma- 
jelly, for a limited time, certain 
powers for the better carrying on 
trade and commerce between the 
fubjects of his majefty’s dominions 
and the inhabitants of the {aid 
United States,” 

An act for the prefervation and 
encouragement of the hat manu- 
tactory within this realm, by pre- 
venting the exportation of Britihh 
hare kins, Britith hare wool, and 
Britifh coney wool, and all undreff- 
ed or untawed Britith coney fkins, 
and for preventing any of the faid 
kins from being ftained or dyed ; 
and for the importation of goats 
hair into this kingdom, duty free. 

An aét to difcontinue the petty 
cuftom on aliens goods imported 
into Great Britain, and the duty of 
one per centum on yoods exported 
to, or imported from, the Mediter- 
ranean Seas, in unqualified hips; 
and for repealing fo mueh of an act, 
pafied in the fourth year of the 
reign of his prefent majetty, as enacts 
that no part of the old fubfidy fhall 
be drawn back upon goods exported 
to the Brith colonies or plantations 
in America. 


Auguft 13, 1784. 


An at for granting to his ma- 
jefy certain rates and duties upon 


bricks 


etm 
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bricks and tiles made in Great Bri- 
tain, and for layin additional du- 
ties on bricks and tiles imported 
into the fame. 

An act for laying an additional 
duty on hackney coaches, and for 
explaining and amending feveral 
aéts of parliament relating to hack- 
ney coaches. : , 

An act for granting to his ma- 
jefty an additional duty upon li- 
cences for retailing beer, ale, and 
other excifeable liquors, 

An act for railing a certain fum 
of money, by loans or exchequer 
bills, for the fervice of the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
four. 

An act @r granting to his ma- 
jetty certain duties on horfes kept 
for the purpofe of riding, and on 
horfes uled in drawing cersain car- 
riages, in refpect whereof any duty 
of excife is made payable. 

An act to pofipone the payment 
of the fum of two millions, ad- 
vanced by the governor and com- 
pany of the Bank of England, to- 
wards the fupply for the fervice of 
the year one thoufand feven hun- 
died and eighty-one. 

An act for the better regulation 
and management of the affairs of 
the Fait India company, and of the 
Britith pofleffions in India ; and for 
eftablifhing a court of judicature, 
tor the more fpeedy and effectual 
trial of perfons accufed of offences 
committed in the Eaft Indies. 

_An act to repeal fo much of two 
act, made in the tenth and fif- 
teenth years of the reign of his 
prefent majetly, as authorizes the 
ipcaker of the houfe of commons 
to ilue hs warrants to the clerk of 
the crown for making out writs for 
the election of members to ferve in 
perlbament in the manner therein 
Mentioned, and for fubftitucing other 
Provitions for the lhe purpofes. 


PAPER & (207) 


An att for vefting certain lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments in 
truftees, for better fecuring his ma- 
jetty’s docks, fhips, and fkores, at 
Portfmouth and Plymouth; and 
alfo for revefting certain meffua 
lands, tenements, and_heredita- 
ments, in the counties of South- 
ampton, Cornwall, and Devon, in 
the former proprietors thereof; and 
for other purpofes therein men- 
tioned. 

An act for authorifing the trea- 
furer of the navy to pay to the 
otlicers and men belonging to his 
majefty’s {hip Santa Margaretta the 
like bounty, tor taxing the French 
frigaic calied L’Amazone, as is al- 
lowed to the officers and men on 
board any of his majelty’s thips of 
war taking or deflroying fhips of 
war belonying to the enemy. 

An aét to impower the bithop of 
London, for the time being, or any 
other bifhop, to be by him appoint 
ed, to admit to the order of dea- 
con, or prieft, perfons being fub- 
jects or citizens of countries out of 
his majeity’s dominions, without 
requiring them to take the oath of 
allegiance as appointed by law. 


Auzuf 19s 1784. 

An aét for granting to his ma- 
iefiy a certain fum of money out of 
the finking fond, and for applying 
cert#in monies therein mentioned 
for the fervice of the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty. 
four; tor appropriating the monies 
arifing by the duties on malt, inum, 
cyter, and perry, and alfo by a 
land tax granted to his majefty by 
two acts made in the laft fediion of 
parliament; and for further appro- 

riating the fupplies granted tm this 
teflon of parliam ne 

An aét for raifing a further fum 
of money, by loans or exchequer 
bills, for the fervice of the year 

oue 
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one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty-four. 

An aét for granting to his ma. 
jefty additional! duties on linens 
printed, painted, flained, or dyed 
in Great Britain; and for granting 
certain duties on cotton ttuffs bleach- 
ed or dyed in Great Britain, and on 
licences for bleaching or dying the 
fame, and upon the unporcation of 
ftuffs made of, or mixed with, cot- 
ton, not painted, printed, itained, 
or dyed in foreign parts. 

An att for laying certain duties 
upon licences to be taken out by the 
makers of, and dealers in, excife- 
able commodities therein men- 
tioned, 

An act for granting to his ma- 
jefty certain duties on lieences to be 
taken out by perfons vending hats 
by retail, and allo certain duties on 
hats fold under fuch licences; and 
for laying additional dutics on all 
hats and caps imported into this 
kingdom. 

An act for granting to his ma- 
tefty certain duties on all yvoid and 
filver plate imported ; and allo cer- 
tain duties on all gold and filver 
wrought plate mace ia Great Bri- 
tain, 

An a& for repealing the prefent 
dutics upon wax candles made in 
Great Britain, and for granting, in 
lieu thereof, other duties upon wax 
eandles made in Great Britain, and 
vpon wax Lpported, and upon li- 
cences to make or fell wax caadles 
in Great Britain. 

An att to difcominue, for a h- 
mited time, the payment ot the du- 
des upon low wines and {pirits for 
home confumption; and for grant- 
ing and fecuring the due payment 
of other duties in jieuw thereot ; and 
for the beter regulation of th 
ing and vending Britifla fpiritsy as 
well tor home contumption as for 
exportation ; and tor dettroying all 
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home-made and foreign fpirits aftér 
the condemnation thereof ; and for 
vetting in his majefty the duties of 
excife within the lands of Ferentofhy 
in the county of Invernefs; and 
tor difcontinuing, for a limited time, 
certain Impofts and dudes upon rum 
and {pirtts unported from the Weft 
Indies. 

An act for better fecuting the 

duties on ttareh and foap. 
_ An act tor granting annuities to 
fatisty certain navy, victualling, 
and tranfport bills, and ordnance 
debentures. 

An act for the relief of the Eot 
India company, with reipect to the 
payment of certain tums due to the 
public, amd to the acceptance of 
certain bills drawn upon the faid 
company; and for regulating the 
dividends to be made by the faid 
company. 

An act for the more effectual pre- 
vention of {muggling in this king- 
doin. 

An act to enable his majetty to 
grant to the heirs of the iormer 
proprietors, upon certain terms and 
conditions, the forteited ettates in 
Scotland, which were put under the 
management of a board of truttees, 
by an act pafled in the twenty-fittir 
year of the reign of his late ma- 
jelly king George the Second; and 
to repeal the faid act. 

An act to extend the powers of 
an aft, made in the twenty-third 
year of his prefent majetty, for give 
ing his majetty certain powers for 
the better carrying on trade and 
commerce between the fubjects of 
his majeity’s domipions and the in- 
habitants of the United States of 
America, to the trade and commerce 
of this kingdom with the Briuth 
colonies and plantations in America, 
with refpect to certain articles 
therein mentioned, 

An act fo indemnify fuck perfons 

as 
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as have omitted to qualify them- 
jelves for offices and employments, 
and to indemnity juftices of _the 
ace or others, who have omitred 
to regifter or deliver in their quali- 
fications within the time limited by 
law, and for giving further time for 
thofe purpofes ; and to indemnity 
members and officers in cities, Cor- 
rations, and borough towns, whofe 
admifions have been omitted to be 
fiamped according to law, or, hav- 
ing been ftamped, have been loft or 
miflaid, and for allowing them time 
to provide admiffions duly ftamped ; 
and to give further time to fuch per- 
fons as have omitted to make and 
file affidavits of the execution of in- 
dentures of clerks to attornies and 
folicitors, or to pay the duties on the 
indentures and contraéts of clerks, 
apprentices, or fervants. 

An act to revive and continue 
feveral laws relating to the allow- 
ing the exportation of certain quan- 
tities of wheat, and other articles, 
to his majeity’s fugar colonies in 
America, and to the allowing a 

drawback of the duties on rum 
“fhipped as flores to be confumed on 
board merchant {hips on their voy- 
ages; and to extend the provifions 
of an act of the twenty-third year 
of his prefent majefty, relative to 
the removal of wine in cafks, to 
wine removed in bottles, and other 
packages. 

An act for the effectual tranf- 
portation of felons, and other of- 
tenders ; aid to authorize the re- 
moval of prifoners in certain cafes ; 
and for other purpoies therein men- 
tioned. 

An act to explain and amend an 
act, made in the eleventh and 
tweltth years of the reign of king 
William the Third, intituled, ** An 
act to enable juftices of peace to 
build and repair gaols in their re- 

1784, 
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fpective counties ;” and for other 
purpofes therein mentioned. 

An act to explain and amend an. 
act, made in the twenty-fecond year 
of the reign of his prefent majefty, 
intituled, ** An act..for the amend- 
ing, and rendering more effectual, 
the laws in being relauve to houfes 
of correction.” 


sfuguft 20, 1784. 

An att for granting to his majefty 
certain duties on certificates iffued 
with refpect to the killing of game. 

An act for granting to his ma- 
jefty certain additional rates of poft- 
age for conveyance of letters and 
packets by the poft, within the 
kingdom of Great Britain ; for pre- 
venting frauds in the revenue car- 
ried on by the conveyance of cer- 
tain goods in letters and packets ; 
and tor turther preventing frauds 
and abufes in relation to the fending 
and receiving of letters and packets 
free from pottage. 

An act for granting additional 
duties upon raw and thrown filk im- 
ported into Great Britain, and upon 
lead exported from Great Britain 
into parts beyond the feas; and for 
allowing a drawback upon the ex- 
portation of filks, and ituffs mixed 
with filk. 

An act for repealing the feveral 
duties on tea, and for granting to 
his majeity other duties in lieu 
thereof, and alfo feveral duties on 
inhabited houfes, and upon the im- 
portation of cocoa nuts and coflee, 
and for repealing the inland duties 
of excife thereon, 

An act to explain, amend, and 
render more efteétual, an act made 
in the 30th year of the reign of his 
late majefty king George the Se- 
cond, intituled, ** An act for the 
more effectual punifhment of per- 
fons who fhall attain, or attempt to 

(O) attain, 
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attain, pofleffion of goods or money 
by falfe or SS pert tor 
preventing the unlawful pau ning of 
goods; forthe eafy redemption of 
goods pawned; and for preventing 
gaming in public houfes, by jour- 
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neymen, labourers, fervants, and 
apprentices ;” fo tar as the fame 
relates to the preventing of the un. 
lawful pawning ot goods, and for the 
ealy redemption of goods pawned. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES ann CHARACTERS. 


The LIFE of CHARLES CHURCHILL, 


the Poet. 


(From the Third Volume of Dr. Krrpis’s Edition of the Biographia 


Britannica. |} 


HURCHILL 


eminent 


(Charles), an 


fatinie poet, was 


born in Vine-{treet, in the parifh of 


St. John’s, Weilminiter, in the 
year 1731. His tather, who was a 
very refpectable clergyman, was 
curate and lecturer ot the parith, 
and was pofleiled, befides, of a liv- 
ing in the country. Young Charles, 
as mivht be expecte x1 from the vici- 
nity of his fituation, received his 
grammatical education at Weilmin- 
iter {chool; in which he foon di- 
ftinguifhed himfelr to far as to make 
his tutors fenfible that he was a lad 
of confiderable abilities. His ap- 
plication, however, as is too free 
quenily ‘the cafe with youths of 
lively parts, by no means kept pace 
with his natural talents; fo thatthe 
chief character he obtained was, 
that he was a boy who could do well 
it he would. One day, having 
been enjoined to make an exercile, 
he tailed in bringing it at the time 
appointed; for which reafon his 
mafter not only chaftifed him with 
fome feverit V5 but even ch: irged him 
with ftipiditv. The latt reproach 
mace a flrong impretlion upon 
Charles Churchill's mind, and the 
fear of fthame wrought an effect 
which the fear ot ftripes could not 


1784, 


roduce. On the next day he 
ere his exercife finifhed in fuch 
a manner, that he received the pubs 
hic thanks of the mafters of the 
fchool. ‘This inftance of his fenfi-- 
bility, and of the applaufe that res 
fulted from it, was not followed by 
a complete reformation of conduct, 
The vivacity of his imagination, 
and the diflipation of his temper, 
fill prevented his walking regularly 
forward in the trammels of a fcho- 
laftic education, When, there- 
tore, he was fent by his father to 
the univerfity of Oxtord, he was 
retufed an admittance into that il- 
luitrious feat of literature, upon ac- 
count of his want of a proper {kill 
in the learned languages. This, 
no doubt, was a great mortification 
> himtelf, as well as a fevere dif- 
appointment to a worthy parent. 
Churchill, in the fubfequen parts 
of his life, otten mentioned his re- 
Pp: ite at Oxtord, and the following 
turn was given to it by himfelf and 
his friends. He and they frequently 
aflerted, that he could have an- 
daesed the college reams had 
he thought proper ; hui th it he fo 
much de{pife ithe tithng 1g quettions 
which were propoted to him, that, 
initead of returning furtable replies, 
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he only launched out into fatirical 
refleftions on the abilities of the 
ntleman whofe office it was to 
make the trial of his literary im- 
provemenis. if this was really the 
truth of the cafe, Mr. Churchill’s 
condué, to fay the leaft of it, was 
highly imprudent. Whoever wishes 
to receive the benefic of an univer- 
fity education, mut comply with 
the cultomary forms of admiffion ; 
and it would be pertectly ridiculous 
for a young man to have it in his 
own power to prefcribe in what 
mode he fhould be examined, pre- 
vioufly to his matricu!ation. Church- 
ill’s rejection from Oxford will fup- 
ply one very probable reafon for the 
feverity with which, in the courfe 
of his writings, he hath fometia.es 
treated that famous feminary. 

* Afterthis event, Mr. Churchill 
continued to profecute his itudies at 
Wettminiter ichool ; and there can 
be no caufe co doubt, but that he 
would foon have been efteemed 
properly qualified for an entrance 
into one of our learned univerfities, 
if his views of this kind had not 
been prevented by an act of impru- 
dence which had a confiderable ef- 
fect upon the colour of his future 
life. When he was little more than 
feventeen years of age, he contract- 
ed an intimacy with a youny lady 
in the neighbourhood, which tprang 
up into a wari affection, and was 
followed by a hafty marriage, This, 
like many others, was a match which 
began in paffion and ended in dif- 
guit. Their regard, however, for 
cach other, which in its origin was 
mutual and fincere, was preferved 
in its purity and ardour for a num- 
ber of years. In the fequettered 
life which Mr. Churchill was now 
obliged to lead, he made fuch a 
progrefs tn literature, and fuftained 
fo good a character, that, notwith- 
Sanding his want of an univerinty 
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education, he was thought worrhy 
of being admitted into holy orders 
at the ufual age of obtaining them, 
and accordingly was ordained by 
Dr. Sherlock, at that time bithop of 
London. The firit preferment he 
received in the church was a very 
trifling one, being only a fimall cus 
racy of thirty pounds a year in 
Wales. To this remote part of the 
kingdom he carried his wife, and, 
having taken a little houtfe, he ap- 
plied himfelf to the Wuties of his 
ftition with affiduity and chearful. 
nefs. His behaviour gained him 
the love and etteem of his parith- 
loners; and his fermons, though 
fomewhat raifed above the level of 
his audience, were commended and 
followed. “What chiefly ditturbed 
him was the fmallneis of his income, 
which would indeed have been too 
narrow for the tupport of a family, 
even where a much greater degree 
of economy was exercifed than was 
fuitable to Mr. Churchill’s natural 
difpofition. To fupply, theretore, 
the deficiency of his fcanty falary, 
he entered into a branch of trade 
which he hoped might raife him to 
cempetence, and perhaps to riches, 
but which, in fact, involved him 
in debts that long kept him in 
perplexity and trouble. The bufir 
nefs in which he engaged was 
that of keeping a cyder-warehoufe, 
with a view of vending that coimmo- 
dity in the different parts of the 
neighbouring country. A man of 
genius and a poct was but ill quali- 
fied tor fuch an undertaking. Mr, 
Churchill could not defcend to the 
patience and frugality which are ne- 
ceflary in the common courle of 
merchandife, where finall gains are 
to be quietly expected and caretully 
accumulated. A kind of rural bank- 
ruptey was therefore the confe- 
uence of the attempt. 


«+ The ill fuccefs of Mr, Church- 
ill’s 











II's trading fcheme brought him 
back to London, and his tather foon 
atter dying, he fucceeded him as 
curate and lecturer in the parith ot 
St. John’s. The emoluments of his 
fituation not amounting to a tull 
hundred pounds a year, in order to 
improve his finances, he undertook 
to teach young ladies to read and 
write Englith with propriety and core 
rectnets, and was engaged forthis pur- 
pote in the boarding-ichool of Mrs, 
Dennis, 2 governets who had the 
honour of being one of the firtt 
introducers ot a laudable cuitom, 
which hath fince been adopted in 
many of the reputable feminaries of 
female education. Mr. Churchill 
conducted himfelf in his new em- 
ployment with all the decorum be- 
coming his clerical profeifion. Stull, 
however, his method of living bore 
no proportion to his income; fo 
that he contracted a variety of debts 
which he was totally incapable of 
paying ; and a gaol, the terror of 
indigent genius, feemed ready to 
clofe upon his miferies, From this 
wretched fituation he was relieved 
by the benevolent interpofition of 
Dr. Lloyd, the fecond matter of 
Wettmintter fchool, and father of 
Robert Lioyd the poet. The doc- 
tor undertook to treat with Church- 
ill’s creditors, and fucceeded in en- 
gaging them to confent to a compo- 
fition of five fhillings in the pound. 
In an inftance which fell under the 
knowlege of the wrirer of the pre- 
fent article, as an executor and a 
guardian, Mr, Churchill, when he 
had obtained money by his publi- 
cations, voluntarily came, and paid 
the full amount of the original debr. 
Ir is hi hly probable, from this un- 
folicited and unexpected act of equit- 
able retribution, that his conduét 
was the fame in fome other cafes. 

** The time now approached for 
Mr. Churchill’s appearirg in the 


THE LIFE OF CHARLES CHURCHILL. 


ing. 


{s]} 


world as an author. Hitherto no- 
thing had come trom him in this 
character, though he was known 
among his acquaintance to be a man 
of a very vigorous imagination, and 
a ftrong underftanding ; and though 
he was in the habits of intimac 
with Thornton, Colman, and Lloyd, 
who had already begun to make a 
confiderable figure in the republic 
of letters. With the laft of thefe 
gentlemen he was connected in the 
ties of the clofeit friendfhip. Mr. 
Lloyd had printed a poem, entitled 
the Actor, which met with a very 
tavourable reception from the pub- 
lic, and juftly procured him a con- 
fiderable degree of reputation. By 
the fuccefs of his friend, Mr. 
Churchill is fuppofed to have been 
ftimulated (how truly we know not) 
to exert his poetical talents upon a 
fubject of a fimilar kind, though 
more appropriated and _ perfonal. 
The theme he pitched upon was ad- 
mirably fuited to his genius and his 
tafte. He had long been a frequenter 
of the theatre, and had beftowed 
inceflant attention on ftage repre- 
fentation. The fcene of his obfer- 
vations was vfually the firft row of 
the pir, next to the archeftra. From 
this. place he thought that he could 
beft cifcern the real workings of the 
paffions in the players, or the arti- 
fices which they fubfticuted in the 
room of genuine nature and feel- 
As Mr. Churchill was thus 
qualified, by judgment and expe- 
rience, for delineating the excel- 
lencies and defects of the ators, fo 
the vigour of his fancy, and the 
ftrength of his conceptions, enabled 
him to do it in the mott lively co- 
lours. In the month of March, 
1761, the ‘* Rojfciad” appeared. 
The firtt edition itole as it were into 
the world, being very little adver- 
tifed, and publithed without a name. 
A fecond edition wag foon called 
4 3 for, 
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for, in the title-page of which the 
author afferted his claim to his own 
performance. Scarcely ever was 
there an inftance of a poet’s rifing 
fo fuddenly from the moft pertect 
obicurity to the greateft celebrity. 
To this the players themfelves 
contributed more than any other fet 
of men, They ran about the town 
like fo many ftricken deer; and 
while they {trove to extraét the ar- 

row from the wound by communi- 
cating the knowlege of it to their 
friends, f{pread abroad more and 
more the fame of the piece. It 
was pleafant enough to obferve, 
how artfully fome of them, who 
were, in fact, the moft hurt, pre- 
tended to be unaffected by the in- 
jury done to theméelves, but to fecl 
extremely for the obloquy thrown 
upon others. ‘* Why, exclaimed 
one of thefe difintereited perfons, 
fhould this man attack Mr. Havard? 
Tam not at all concerned for my- 
felf; but what has poor Billy Ha- 
vard done, that he mutt be treated 
fo cruelly?” * And pray, replicd 
a gentleman who was prefent at 
this aruficial declaration of bene- 
volence, What has Mr. Havard 
done too, that he cannot bear his 
misfortuncs as well as another?” 
Whilit the actors, in different ways, 
exprefled their refentment, the pub- 
lic enjoyed their diftrefs. The 
Rofciad was regarded, in genersi, 
as a pleafant and reafonable retalia- 
tion for the mirth which the fiage 
‘had continually excited by the re- 
‘prefentation of the foilies and frail- 
ties of mankind. The poem was 
not wholly employed in fatire, Mr. 
Garrick was commended in the 
higheft terms of spplaufe ; and the 
various and peculiar excellencics of 
Mrs, Pritchard, Mrs. Cibber, and 
Mrs. Clive, were celebrated with 
equal warmth and jultice. Except- 
‘ing Mr. Garrick, there was not a 
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fingle man, amongft the players of 
that period, who, in the firit im- 
pretfion, entirely efcaped the poet’s 
fatirical lah. ‘Thofe who were the 
moft eager in expreffing their an. 
ger, had only the misfortune of 
being treated with preater feverity 
in fubfequent editions. In this ree 
fpect Mr. Churchil! has been blam. 
ed by fome writers ; and it has been 
fad, that the Rofciad was not al- 
ways benefited by the alterations 
which it received, Perhaps there 
is little foundation for this affertion; 
but, however that may be, it is cer. 
tain that its excellence enabled it 
firmly to maintain its ground againfi 
all oppofition. Though various 
pamphlets and poems were publith- 
ed againft it, in vindication of the 
players, they were fo poorly writ 
ten, that they only ferved to {well 
Mir. Churchill’s triumph, 

‘¢ The Critical Reviewers hap- 
pened to be peculiarly unfortunate 
m the account which they gave of 
the Rofciad. In fpeaking of the 
fir tt impreffion of ir, they afcribed 
it, with fome degree of confidence, 
to Mr. Lloyd; and though they 
would net pretend abfolurely to 
affere that ir was folely written by 
him, they ventured to affirm, that 
it was the production, jotntly or 
feparately, of the new triumvirate 
ot wits, who never let an eppor- 
tunity flip ef finging their own 
praifes. The triumvirate, here re- 
ferred to, confifted of Thornton, 
Colman, and Lloyd. The mittake, 
however, if it had been delivered 
in lefs offenfive terms, was pardon- 
able, as the author had not fet his 
name to the performance. When 
he aflerted his claim to the work, 
the critics acknowleged their error, 
but did not do it with a very good 
grace, or, at Ieait, in fuch a mane 
ner as was fatisfactory to Mr. 
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well pleafed with the account which 
had been given of his poem, he 
wifhed to add fomething farther on 
the fubject of the Roiciad, and to 
juftity the attack he had made on 
the players. Accordingly, in a 
fhort time, he publithed his ** Apo- 
logy, addrefled to the Critical Re- 
viewers.” Whatever reafons thefe 
gentlemen had to be diflat'sfied with 
the poem, the players themfelves 
were not fo much offended as they 
had been with the Rofciad. ‘Lhe 
author had indeed treated the pro- 
fefion of acting with yreat con- 
tempt, and had painted, in the 
ftrongeft colours, the meannefs and 
dittrefs of itinerant companies, and 
the unhappy fhifts to which they 
are occationally reduced. But ail 
this the London actors regarded as 
a trifling injury, compared with the 
fatire which had been directed 
againft their perfonal faults. It 
was likewife no {mall con{olation to 
them, that their matter, the mighty 
Rofeius himfelf, had not wholly 
been fpared: for Mr. Garrick was 
certainly aimed at in the following 
lines : 


“ Let the vain tyrant fit amidft his 


guards, 
His puny green-room wits, and venal 
bards, 
Who meanly tremble at the puppet’s 
frown, 
And for a playhoufe freedom lofe their 
own 5 


In fpite of new-made laws, and new- 
made kings, 

The free-born Mufe with lib’ral fpirit 
lings. 

Bow down, ye flaves; before thefe idols 
fall ; 

Let genius ftoop to them who've none 
at all; 

Ne'er will I flatter, cringe, or bend the 
knee 

To thofe who, flaves to all, are flaves 
tu me,” 


* The manager felt all the force 
@ thefe furcaitic tlrokes, and was 


extremely unhappy that he fhould 
have provoked fo irritable and fo 
powerful a writer, pee 
he wrote a long letter to Churchill, 
which, befides comprehending an 
apology for himfelf and the players, 
was full of encomiums upon his 
uncommon vein of poetry, and con- 
tained a kind of deprecation of his 
future wrath. A friend, to whom 
Mr. Garrick fhewed the letter, en- 
tircly difapproved of it; and in- 
formed him that the author of the 
Roiciad, who was a man of a quick 
difcernment and undaunted fpirit, 
would not think the better of him 
for his humiliations and flatteries. 

‘© Mr. Churchill being now. be- 
come fo greatly celebrated, and have 
ing, at the fame time, procured a 
large number of enemies, it was 
natural that refearches fhould be 
made into his fituation, connexions, 
and character; and upon enquiry it 
was found, that he was not remark- 
able for the regularity of his man- 
ners, and that he particularly in- 
dulged himfelt in fitting up very 
late over a bottle. ‘The reproaches 
hence caft upon him gave occafion 
to his next production, entitled, 
** Night; an Epiitle to Robert 
Lioyd.” The object of this poem 
wus to vindicate his conduct, or ra- 
ther to avow it in the face of the 
public. The * Night” wus fol- 
lowed by the firft book of ‘* The 
Gholi,” a work that took its rife 
from a ridiculous impofture carried 
on in Cock-lane, near Weit Smith- 
ficld, and to which fome men of 
eminent abilities and character paid 
too ferious an attention. Neither 
of thefe performances being fo po- 
pular as the Rofeiad and the Apo- 
logy, Mr. Churchill was defirous 
ot producing fomething which 
fhhould more itrorgly excite the cue 
riofity of the nation. In this he 
fucceeded, though we muft ever 

4 4 lameut 
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lament the fubject he fixed upon, 
and the turn ot mind with which it 
is treated. Availing himfelf of the 
difputes in politics which were then 
carried on with peculiar acrimony, 
and influenced by private friend- 
fhip, he publithed his ‘* Prophecy 
of Famine, a Scots Paftoral.”” Of 
this piece Mr. Wilkes is faid to have 
pronounced, before its appearance, 
that he was fure it would take, as 
it was at once perfonal, poetical, 
and political. His prediction was 
accomplifhed ; for the poem had a 
very rapid and extenfive fale, and 
Churchill was extolled by his ad- 
mirers as fuperior to Pope. This 
wis undoubtedly carrying his praife 
to an undue height of exaggeration, 
It cannot, however, be denied, that 
the author has difplayed great force 
of abiittics in the Prophecy of Fa- 
mine; though the malignity which 
he has fhewn againft Scotland and 
its inhabitants is totally inexcufable. 

* Whillt the literary fame of 
Mr. Churchill ftood thus high with 
a large part, at Icaft, of the public, 
his perfonal conduct was very re- 
prehenfible. He laid afide all the 
external decorems ot his proteifion, 
divetted himfelf of bis clerical ha- 
bit, and appeared in the drefs of a 
blue coat with metal butions, a gold 
laced wailtcoat, a gold laced hat, 
and ruffles. This part of his beha- 
viour was wholly difapproved of by 
his mott intimaie friends. They 
confidered ft as a very blameable 
oppolition to the decencies of lite, 
amd as likely to be hurtful to his in- 
tereit; fince the abiliries he was 
potleffed of, and the figure he made 
in political contefts, would perhaps 
have recommended him two fome 
noble patron, trom whom he might 
have received ' Veluable benefice. 
[ remember well that he dreffed his 
sounger fon in a Scorch plaid, like 
jude Michhinder, and carried him 
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every where in that garb. The 
boy being afked by a gentleman 
with whom | was in company, why 
he was cloathed in fuch a manner, 
anfwered with great vivacity, * Sir, 
my father hates the Scotch, and 
does it to plague them.” In other 
reipects Mr. Churchill’s conduct 
was more than indifcreet. He 
plunged into various irregularities, 
and lived no longer with his wife; 
though whether his quitting her 
was at this particular juncture we 
are not able to determine, ** Some 
people, obferves a certain writer, 
have beea unkind enough to fay, 
that Mrs. Churchill gave the firft 
jutt caufe of feparation. But no- 
thing can be more falfe than this 
rumour; and we can aflure the 
public, that her conduct in private 
lite, and among her acquaintance, 
was ever irreproachable.” We 
have our doubts concerning the 
truth of what is here afferted, not- 
withitanding the pofitivity with 
which it is delivered. It was al- 
ways underftood in Weitmintter, 
that Mrs. Churchill’: imprudence 
kept too near a pace with that of 
her hufband. However, we do not 
hence mean in the leaft to juftity 
ints diforderly and licentious manner 
of living. 

‘© Mr. Churchill being now em- 
barked as a political fatirift, from 
which character he derived great 
fame and profit, next drew his pen 
againft a man whofe genius he ad- 
mired, and with whom he and Mr. 
Wilkes nad long been in the habus 
of triendfhip, the celebrated Ho- 
earth. Ie mutt be acknowleged 
thar Hogarth himfelf afforded the 
original caufe of offence. In a 
print, called the Times, he had 
attacked lord Temple and Mr. Pitt, 
and foon atter publithed a caricature 
of Mr. Wilkes. This, wivich wes 
too much for Churchill to bear, 
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give rife to the Epittle to William 
Hogarth, wherein that eminent 
painter, whilft juftice is done to his 
extraordinary talents, is treated 
with all the feverity of fatire. 
When Hogarth had formed the de- 
fign of holding out Lord Temple, 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Churchill, and Mr. 
Wilkes, to the public, as objects of 
ridicule, in a feries of prints, the 
lait gentleman, by two of their 
common acquaintance, remonftrated 
with him againft fuch a proceeding, 
as what would not only be unfriendly 
in the higheft degree, but extremely 
injudicious. It was urged to him, 
that fuch a pencil ought to be uni- 
verfal and moral, to fpeak to all 
ayes, and to all nations, not to be 
dippped in the dirt of the faction 
ot a day, of an infignificant part 
of the country, when it might 
command the admiration of the 
whole. It would have been well 
for Vir. Hogarth, if he had liftened 
to this falutary advice, as by fo do- 
ing he would have faved himfelf 
from the moft extreme mortifica- 
tion. Churchill’s fatire ftruck him 
tothe heart, and is thought to have 
contributed to the acceleration of 
his deceafe. Mr. Hogarth’s re- 
venge again{t the poet, terminated 
in vamping up an old print of a 
pug-dog and a bear, which he pub- 
lithed under the title of The Bruif- 
er, C, Churchill, (once the rever- 
vend!) in the character of a Ruffian 
Hercules, &c. So feeble a blow at 
his antagonift was but a poor com- 
penfation for the deep wound he had 
received. Ir mutt ever be lamented 
that men of genius, who had been 
intimare friends, and might have 
continued fuch as long as they lived, 
fould have their union diffolved, 
and difcord fown among them, by 
the a mon of poliiics and party. 

* The poems we have hivherto 
fpoken of employed Mi. Churchill 
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in 1761, 1762, and part of 1763. 
Dunng the fame time he continued 
to publith, at different intervals, 
The Ghoft, the fourth and conclud- 
ing book of which appeared in the 
taft of the years now mentioned. 
The moft celebrated paffage in this 
work was the charaler of Pompofo, 
intended for Dr. Johnfon, and 
which was much extolled by that 
gentleman’s enemics. The doctor 
had offended Churchill, by declar- 
ing that his poetry had but little 
merit. The only reply which Dr. 
Johnfon made to our author’s fatire 
was, that he thought him a fhallow 
fellow in the beginning, and that he 
could fay nothing worfe of him ftill. 
Highly as we reverence this emi- 
nent writer’s character and abilities, 
we muft exprefs ourfelves to be of a 
different opinion. However infe- 
rior Churchill might be, in many 
refpects, to Dr. Johnfon, he cer- 
tuinly did not deferve the appella- 
tion of a fhallow fellow. He was 
undoubtedly poffefled of a found 
and vigorous underftanding, though 
it might not always be prudently 
and happily applied. The con- 
temptuous terms in which men of 
real genius are apt to (peak of each 
other, we have too often had occa- 
fion to obferve and lament. With 
regard to the poem ot The Ghoft, 
it may, in gencral, be remarked, 
that, befides its being compofed in 
verfes of cight fyllables, it is writ- 
ten in a very defultory and digref- 
five manner. It is difficult to do- 
termine what plan and defign the 
author had in view, and, perhaps, 
he could fearcely have explained 
the mater hinfelf. The work, 
therefore, doth not, upon the whole 
excite much of our approbation, 
though there are in it fome fhin- 
ing and beautirul paflages. Even 
Lloyd, the great panegyrift of 
Churchill, hints at the flovenly na- 
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ture of the compofition, in the fol- 
lowing lines, which are, indeed, 


put into the mouth of the Cobler of 
Cripplegate. 


«“ The price, 1 grant, has fomething 
s€ clever, 

A fomething that will latt for ever. 

Let him, in part, be made your pat- 
« tern, 

Whofe mule, now queen, and now a 
“ flaitern, 

Trick’d out m Rofec'ad rules the roaft, 

Turns t _ and troliop in the Ghoit, 

By turus both tick!es us, and warms, 

And, drunk or fober, has her charms.” 


¢¢ Nearly at the time when the laft 
book of the Gholt appeired, Mr. 
Churchill publifhed ‘The Confer- 
ence, in which he returned to his 
ufual meafure of verfe, the heroic, 
being the meafure wherein he moft 
excelled; though he had lately be- 
gun to introduce into it too many 

rofaic lines. The plan of the po- 
em is fimilar to that of one of 
Pope’s fatires. A dialogue is fup- 
po ed to be carried on between the 
author and a noble lord, who is re- 
prefented as giving him much good 
worldly advice, to which he anfwers 
with great f{pirit, and in his replies 
indulyes his fatine vein with no 
finall degree of freedom, One of 
the moft ftriking paflages in the 
Conference is that in which he ex- 
prefics the deepeit contrition for a 
recent action of his life,ethat was, 
indeed, highly to his difhonour. 
He had feduced and carried off the 
daughter of a tradefman in Weit- 
minfler. In a little more than a 
fortnight his pation fubfided, and 
the young woman becaime very forry 
for her crime. Accordingly, a wile 
and judicious friend wrote tor her a 
letter to her father, expreffive of 
her penitence, and of her defire to 
return home. Her father, with 
equal tendetnefs and prudence, re- 
ceived her into his houfe; and fhe 
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might have been fully reftored tog 
virtuous conduct, had it not been 
for the feverity of an elder Giter, 
who was continually loading her 
with reproaches. Wearied with 
this ufage, fhe applied to Church. 
hill, offering to return to him 
again; which he thought himfelf 
bound to admit, by the ideas he en- 
tertained of gratitude and bonour, 
The true point of virruc would have 
been to have provided, as amply as 
he could, for the young woman’s 
fupport, and to have had no erimi- 
nal connexion with her in future. 
** Our author’s next poem, if we 
mittake not, was ‘Ihe Duellift, in 
three books, written in verfes of 
eight fyllables. The occafion of 
the work is well*known, being Mr. 
Martin’s chailenge to Mr, ‘Wilkes; 
and itis not furprizing that Church. 
hill’s mufe fhouvld be awakened in 
the cauic of his friend. The Du- 
elliit has many pogtical beauties, 
It is more concife than the Ghof, 
more correct, more directly tothe 
purpofe; though one principafob- 
ject of it was to fatirize other pere 


fons befides Mr. Martin. 


‘¢ Mr, Churchill’s laft publication 
in 1763, feems to have been The 
Author, and itis one of the mof 
pleafing of his productions. The 
former part of it is not remarkably 
fatirical; but, towards the conclu. 
fion, the poet is extremely fevere 
againit certain writers of the time, 
elpecially fome political writers. 
‘fhe charaéter of Kidgell, the In- 
former, is drawn in a mafterly man- 
ner. ‘The opinion of the Monthly 
Reviewers, concern.ng this poem, 
was, that it was the moft agreeable 
and the moft unexceptionable of all 
Mr. Churchill’s performances, whe- 
ther they contidered the tendency of 
the fubject or theexecution. “The 
* intereits,” fay they, * of gents 
“ aad learning are cordially efpoufed 
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«“ and powerfully fupported, while 
« the contempt of profefied igao- 
«* rance, and the fhallownefs of 
«« pretenders to {cience, are julily 
“ expofed, and lathed by the blame- 
“ Jels rod of general fatire.” Even 
with regard to the fatirical ftrokes 
of a private nature, the critics add, 
that if the cenfure be juil, they 
fearcely know how to blame tt. 
The Critical Reviewers, though 
they had been involved ina contett 
with our bard, gave a like teftimony 
on this occation, ¢* It is but juf- 
* tice,” they obferve, “ to Mr, 
“6 Churchill, to acknowledge, that 
‘* his reputation as a poet feeims to 
« rife and increafe with every per- 
‘“ formance. The Conference was 
«¢ much fuperior to the Ghoit, and 
‘* the Author is, in our opinion, a 
© better poem than the Conference. 
“ The fentiments throughout are, 
“for the moft part, noble and 
‘* manly, the fatire finely pointed, 
“ the exprefion ftrong and nerv- 
“ ous.” 

*¢ Churchill’s poetical career for 


1764, began with the firft book of 


his Gotham, which was confidered 
by the generality of readers as to 
firange and irregular a production 
that they could not tell what judg 
ment to form of the writer’s inten- 
tion. As ke proceeded in the work, 
he appeared to greater advantage; 
and it became maniicil from the fe- 
cond and third books, that it was 


his chief defign, under the idea of 


his being proclaimed King of Go- 
tham, to reprefeat the real duty otf 
a monarch; in which view much 
good inftruction isconveyed. This 
performance is Jefs fatirical than 
moft of our author’s picces. Upon 


the whole, Gotham is not one of 


. , + 

the pleafanteil ot his poems, though 
it contains a pumbes of beautitul 
paflages, 


** Churchill’s next production was 
The Candidate, which took its tide 
from the conteit that had been car- 
ned on between the Earl of Hard- 
wicke and the Earl of Sandwich for 
the high-ftewardihip of the univer- 
fity ot Cambridge. The begin- 
ning of the poem is very fpirited; 
and the words, ** Come, Panegy- 
‘© yic,”” introduce one of the fe- 
verett fatires which the pen of man 
ever wrote againit a nobleman who 
has, indeed, often been the fubject 
of fatire; perhaps io much as to 
be indiffercnt and carelefs about the 
attacks that are made on his charac- 
ter. The Candidate was fuceceded 
by The Farewell, wherein the poet 
is reprefented as having formed a 
defign to quit his native land, from 
which his friend endeavours to difg 
fuade him. ‘Though there is much 
good fente in this performance, and 
jeveral excellent obfervations on . 
philoftophy, and the love of our 
country, it cannot be confidered as 
one of our author’s chict works. 
It is deficient in poetical fire, and 
many of the lines are feeble and 
profuic. Partly from a confidence 
in the good opinion of his admirers, 
and partly from the neceifity of ob- 
tulning trequent pecuniary lupplies, 
Mr. Churchill now became too neg- 
livent and rapid in his publications, 
In his fucceeding production, enti- 
tled, The Times, he difplays his 
ufual vigour and fpirit, ‘The cha- 
racters ot Fabcr and Apicius, who- 
ever were intended by them, are 
drawn with equal itrength and fe- 
verity. ‘The fatire of the pocin is 
plincipally directed againit an un- 
natural vice, which is expofed with 
an energy and indignation that can- 
not potiibly be cxceeded. The 
matter is, indeed, carried to the 
very height of extravagance; but 
this extravagance fhews, at the fame 

time, 
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time, the wonderful powers of the 
author’s mind, and his juit and 
boundlefs deteftation of the crime 
againft which his poetry is levelled. 

** Churchill’s next publication 
was Independence, a poem which 
docs not, in every part of it, difplay 
the vigour of imagination that is ap- 
parent in fome of bis performances ; 
and it is, alfo, chargeable with the 
fault we have more than once had 
occalion to touch upon, the fault of 
carclefs verfification, It contains, 
however, feveval fhining paflages; 
and a firong vein of good fenfe 
runs through the whole. Much 1s 
faid in it of poets and patrons; 

rhaps as much as the fubject will 
well bear. “he author hath adimi- 
rably reprefented the ttriking con- 
traft between an effeminate lord and 
himfelf; and hath drawn his own 
picture with great humour. Inde. 
pendence was followed by ‘The 
fourney, a fhort poem, which re- 
flects no difgrace on our author’s 
abilities. The advice of his triends 
and bis anfwer to it are well con- 
ducted. ‘Towards the conclufion, 
he indulges himfeli in fatinizing fe- 
veral contemporary poets. Mr, 
Churchill’s lait poetical production 
was the dedication of his fermons 
to bifhop Warburton, which ts writ- 
ten with his ulual feverity againtt 
that eminent prelate. Some parts 
of it are very fpirited, and efpe- 
cially thofe paffages which begin 
with, ** Health to great Glofter.” 
If the fame vigour is not main- 
tained through the whole, it may 
be obferved that, as the poem was 
left unfinifhed, in confequence of 
the author’s deceale, we cannot tell 
to what height the grave irony ot 
the fatire might ave been carried. 
With re(pect to the fermons, which 
are ten in number, two upon the 
nature ot prayer In genes ll, and 
eight upon eur Lord's 
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there certainly could be no other 
reafon for publifhing them than to 
obtain the benefit of a large tub. 
feription. The prefent biographer, 
that he might be able to form an 
exact judgment, hath, with exem- 
plary patience, read them all; and 
he is obliged to pronounce concern. 
ing them, that they are written 
with an uniform mediocrity; and 
if be were to add dulnefs, he would 
not be far from the truth, There 
is no animation in the difcourfes; 
nor could a fingle paffage be feleét- 
ed from them, which difplays the 
fire of genius, or the force ot ima- 
gination. ‘The fentiments are prac. 
tical, and not ufually to be tound 
taule with; but there is not a 
thought that is new, or which in- 
dicates any peculiar itrength of 
conception. The fiyle is perfpi- 
cuous, without the leaft pretenfions 
to elegance. ‘There is a dull tor- 
mality in it, and we often mect 
with the words thereto, therefrom, 
herefrom, whereot, hereunto, and 
others ot a like kind, The fer- 
mons have all the air as if they had 
been compofed by foie plan cler- 
gyman in the beginning of the cen- 
tury. On the whole, we have no 
idea that Mr. Churchill could have 
been the author of them; for 
furely whatever came from his pen 
mutt have manifefted fome traces of 
the natural vigour and acutenefs of 
his mind, He probably found 
them in his father’s clofet. 

‘© Inthe latter end of the year 
1764, our poet went to France, to 
pay a vifit to his friend Mr. Wilkes, 
who was then in that kinedom. Mr, 
Humphrey Cotes was of the party. 
‘They met at Boulogne, where Mr. 
Churchill was feized with a miliary 
tecer, which baffled the medical 
aid of two phyficians of fkill and 
reputation by whom he was atrend- 


ed. Mr. Cotes, whe was a grew 
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advocate for Dr. James’s powder, 


jnfiited upon applying it; to which 


the phyficiins confented, but faid, 
that the battle was loit. They ob- 
ferved, at the fame time, that if the 

wder produced any favourable et- 
fect, it would operate as a cathartic, 
or by perfpiration ; but that if it 
acted as an emetic, (which was in 
fact the cafe) the patient would Be 
immediately carried off. The event 
coriefponded with their prediction, 
and Mr, Churchill departed this 
life on the fourth of November, at 
Boulogne, in the thirty-fourth year 
of his age. When the violence of 
the diforder threatened his diffolu- 
tion, the phyficians, according to 
the law of France, were obliged to 
acquaint the church with his danger, 
that the priefts might attend to per- 
form their fpiritual functions, and 
efpeially, as being a proteftant, to 
uie their endeavours for his conver- 
fion. Accordingly, they again 
and ayain demanded admitfion for 
this purpofe; but Mr. Wilkes, 
with that politenefs, addre{s, and 
good fenfe which he is fo well 
known to poffefs, parried their ar- 
tempts, and prevented them from 
troubling his dying trend. Mr. 
Davies, in his Life of Garrick, up- 
on what he thinks good authority, 
hath related, that Churchill’s lait 
words were, ‘* What a fool have I 
been!” Though he might, on feve- 
ral accounts, have had too much 
caule to make fuch a refiection, it 
13 not true that it was made by him. 
This we have been affured ot by 
Mr. Wilkes, whofe teflimony upon 
the fubject mait be decifive ; and 
the fame gentleman hath informed 
the world, that the goodnefs of 
Churchill’s heart and the firmnefs 
of his philofophy were in full luitre 
during the whole time of his verv fe- 
vere ilnefs; and that the amazing 
tacultics of his inlad were not in the 
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leaft impaired till within a few mo- 
ments before his death. ‘The de- 
ceafe of a man of fo much celebrity, 
and of fuch popularity with a large 
part of the nation, could not be 
received with indifterence ; efpeci- 
ally confidering the early period of 
his life, and the thort courfe of tame 
which he had run. He was greatly 
lamented by his acquaintance and 
admirers ; but no one was fo deeply 
affected with his death as Robert 
Lloyd. The news of the melan- 
choly event being announced to him 
fomewhat abruptly, while he was 
fitting at dinner, he was feized with 
a fudden ficknefs, and faying “I 
{hall follow poor Charles,” took to 
his bed, from which he never rofe 
again. Belides Churchiil’s great 
perfonal friendthip tor Lloyd, he 
had been remarkably generous to 
him during his confinement in the 
Fleet, having all that time allowed 

him a regular ftipend. Such was, 

at firft, the enthufiafm -in favour of 
Mr, Churchill’s memory, that there 

was a talk of erecting a monument 

to him in Weitmintler-Abb-y ; but 

the idea foon fubfided, and will 

fcarcely ever be revised. The fol- 

lowing infcription in the clote ityle 

of the ancients, and engraven on a 

fepulchral urn of alabafter, was 

drawn up by Mr. Wilkes, and in- 

tended by him to vive the true cha- 

racter of our author, as a friend, a 

poet, and a patriots 


«“CAROLO CHURCHILL, 
* Amico jucundo, 
‘- Poets acri, 
*¢ Civi optim’ de patria merito, 
¢ P, 


“ Jonannes Witkes, 1765.” 


«Our opinion of Churchill, asa 
oct, is fufliciently apparent from 
what hath already been faid. That 
he had great force of genius cannot 
juttly be denied; aud there are 
{carcely 
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fearcely any of his performances in 

which the natural vigour of his 

mind is not in fome inftances dif- 

ayed. It muft, at the fame time, 

pe acknowledged, that he is very 

unequal tn his compofitions, Wnt- 

ing from a fpirit of party, being 
defirous of gratifying the eagernets 

of his admirers, and having a view 

to his cuftomary tax of halt a 
crown for each. of his publications, 
he was too rapid in fending them 
into the world, and too folicitous to 
fill up the quantity of pages expect- 
ed from him, to attend to the ne- 
ceffary art of blotting. In his ver- 
fication there is fometimes fuch a 
Joofene{s of contexture, as brings to 
our memory Oldham and feveral of 
the pocts of the laft century ; whilft 
at other times he amply fhews how 
well he underitood all the power of 
firong and harmonious numbers. If 
his life had been protracted, if he 
had been placed in an independent 
fituation, if he could have united 
application with leifure, he might 
have been capable of producing 
fome grand work, which would have 
refcued his name for ever from obli- 
vion. Should it be thought that a 
few of his friends have extolled him 
beyond his merit, it mufl be allow- 
ed that by many perfons he was un- 
duly depreciated. He hath afforded 
a remarkable initance of a fudden 
and fhort-lived celebrity, and of a 
more than ufual rapidity in the neg- 
let paid to his writings. Perhaps 
nothing will revive the memory of 
them, fo as to caufe them to be 
again generally read, excepting a 
new edition with notes, fully ex- 
plaining the fatirical and hiitorical 
allufions. This was what Mr. 
Churchill himfelf, before his de- 
ceafe, wifhed to be done. In his 
will is the following paflace: * ] 


defire my dear friend, John Wilkes, 
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efq. to collect and publith my works 
with the remarks and explanations 
he has prepared, and any others he 
thinks proper to make.” Whether 
Mr. W ilkes will ever have leifure o 
inclination to comply with this re- 
queft, we are not able to fay. Per. 
haps the time is not yet arrived for 
taking away the veil from certain 
objects ; and perhaps it may never 
be defirable to revive party matters, 
which, though not funk into obli- 
vion, have happily ceafed to inflame 
the paffions of the mind. 

** Few of Mr. Churchiil’s juvenile 
pieces have made their way to the 
prefs. Some of them are to be met 
with in a perioiical work, entitled 
** The Library,” which was pub- 
lifhed a little more than twenty years 
ago; and the poetical department 
of which was conducted, for feveral 
months, by our author and his 
friend Lilcyd. Six of Churchill's 
Letters to Mr. Wilkes are in the 
collection printed by that gentleman 
in 1769. Our peet was a moft ar 
dent admirer of Dryden, but had 
contracted an enmity to Pope. The 
reafons of it, which are fully af- 
figned in the publication juft refer- 
red to, do net appear to be fatif- 
factory. A fincere regard to Pope 
is not inconfiftent with the mot 
zealous admiration of Dryden. Mr. 
Churchill left two fons, the young- 
eft of whom was gencroutly edu- 
cated at the expence of doctor, now 
fir Richard Jebb, bart. 

‘¢Our author has unhappily added 
another name to the catalogue, al- 
ready too numerous in literary ip 
tory, of thofe men of genius W 
would have arifen to a much greater 
excellence in writing, and to a fat 
more illuftrious reputation, had 
their intellectual talents been ace 
companied with the uniform prac- 
tice of virtue.” 


The 
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{From the fame Work.] 


&“ Layton ‘Robert), an excellent 
and learned prelate of the 
kingdom of Ireland, was born at 
Dublin, in the year 1695. The 
family from which he was defcend- 
ed, were the Claytons of Fulwood 
in Lancafhire, whofe eftate he be- 
eame poffeffed of, by night of inhe- 
ritance. His father, Dr. Clayton, 
was minifter of St. Michael’s, Dub- 
lin, and dean of Kildare ; who, be- 
ing delirous that his fon Robert 
fhould receive the beft claffical edu- 
cation, fent him to Weftmintter 
fchool ; where, befides enjoying the 
inftructions of the able mafters of 
that ichool, he was put under the 
private tuition of Zachary Pearce, 
then a king’s fcholar, and afterwards 
fucceffively bifhop of Bangor and 
Rochefter. From fuch a connex- 
ion, Mr. Clayton could not avoid 
deriving particular advantage ; and 
the two young gentlemen formed a 
mutual friendfhip, which was pre- 
ferved, by a regular correfpondence, 
to the end of their lives From 
Weftminfter fchool, Dr. Clayton 
removed his fon to Trinity College, 
Dublin, of which, in due time, he 
became a fellow. Not fatisfied 
with having received a merely fcho- 
laftic education, he was defirous of 
adding to it the benefits of foreign 
travel; and accordingly made the 
tour of Italy and France. From 
whom Mr. Clayton received holy 
orders, what preferments he had 
before he was raifed to the epifco- 
pacy, and when he took his de- 
grees, we are not informed; onl 
we find, that he was become Doétor 
of Divinity in 1729. In 1728, he 
entered into the matrimonial rela- 


tion, which he was well able to do 
in the manner that was entirely 
ayreeable to his own inclinations, 
by his having come into the poflef- 
fion of an aflluent eftate, in confe- 
uence of his father’s deceafe. Some 
ume before his marriage, with a 
ferupulofity very unufual, he openly 
refigned his fellowfhip, without tak- 
ing the leat meafures to obtain in 
lieu of it any ecclefiaftical benefice. 
The lady he married was Catharine, 
daughter of lord chief baron Don- 
nellan. Her fortune, which was 
not contiderable, he made a prefent 
of to her fifter. He behaved with 
the fame generofity to his own three 
fifters: for, not thinking the pro- 
vifion that had been made for them 
to be fufficient for fupporting the 
genteel fiyle of life in which they 
had been educated, he gave to each 
of them as much more as had been 
bequeathed to them by their father's 
will, He has often been heard to 
relate, with pleafantry, the pains 
which his father took to engage him 
to feek after a wif: with a plentiful 
dowry. The old gentleman, in or- 
der to obtain his fon’s compliance, 
would argue, that a lady’s beftow. 
ing upon him a large fortune, was 
the fureft teflimony fhe could exhi- 
bit of her fincere and unfeigned af- 
fection. But our doétor, whofe 
mind was far raifed above pecuniary 
confideratious, was refolved to fél- 
low the dictates of his own heart. 
He valued money only for the ho- 
nourable ufe which might be made 
of it; and liberality and munifi- 
cence conflituted a prime part of bis 
character. Jt was an extraordinary 
initance of this difpofitien, which 
con- 
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contributed towards his more fpeedy 
advancement te the high rank which 
he fultained in the church. 

*¢ Soon after Dr. Clayton’s mar- 
riage, he went with his lady to Eng- 
land, to pafs a winter in London, 
Whilft he refided in the metropolis, 
a perfon in diltreffed circumftances 
applied to him for affiftance, which 
he declined at firft to contribute, 
from a fufpicion that there was fome 
impofture in the ftory. But the pe- 
titioner appealing to the teftimony 
of Dr. Samuel Clarke for a recom- 
mendation of the cate, Dr. Clayton 
defired to have a certificate under 
that gentleman’s own hand, This, 
accordingly, was procured and pre- 
fented to Dr. Clayton ; upon which, 
inflead of the ufual donation on fuch 
occafions, he gave to the necetlitous 
man no lefs a fum than three hun- 
dred pounds, which was the whole 
that he wanted to make him eatly in 
the world. An action of fo uncom- 
mon a nature could not fail of in- 
troducing our divine to the acquaint: 
ance of Dr, Clarke, which was fol- 
lowed by a mutual efteem and friend- 
fhip, and by a free difcuilion of 
thevlogical fubjects. The refult of 
the converfatiens that paffed be- 
tween them, was Dr. Clayton’s 
embracing thofe religious principles 
to which be adhered during the re- 
mainder of his life. This he hath 
been heard frequently to declare to 
his friends. 

** Dr, Clarke carried to queen Ca- 
roline an account of Dr. Clayton’s 
remarkable beneficence, and it made 
a powerful impreffion on her ma- 
jettv’s mind in tavour of his cha- 
racter ; which improdton was ftrong- 
ly enforced by the good offices of 
lady Sundon,. This sccomplithed 
lady, the favourite of the queen, 
aod the particular friend of Clarke 
snd Hoadly, had been married to a 
Mr. Clayton, no very diitaat rela- 
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tion of our worthy divine. Indeed 
it 1s by her name of Mrs, Clay. 
ton, rather than that of lady Sun. 
don, that fhe has been moft known 
in the world. Such a powerful in. 
tereit, in connexion with Dr. Clay. 
ton’s perfonal merit, procured for 
him an immediate recommendation, 
trom her majetty, to lord Carteret, 
then chief governor of Ireland, for 
the very firit bifhoprick that thould 
become vacant. An Opportunity 
of this kind foon happened, by the 
tranflation of Dr. Robert Howard, 
bifhop of Killala, to the fee of El- 
phin. It appears from Dr. Boul- 
ter’s letters, at that time primate of 
Ireland, that he was well acquaint- 
ed with the defign which was then 
formed in England for raifing Dr. 
Clayton to the prelacy. Nor does 
the archbifhop appear ‘to have had 
any objection to this intention ; only 
he would have preferred Dr. Clay- 
ton’s being appointed to the bifhopric 
of Clonfert. He was, however, 
advanced to the epifcopal feat of 
Killala, in January, 1729-30. In 
this fituation he continued till No- 
vember, 1735, when he was tranf- 
lated to the fee of Cork, upon the 
death of Dr. Peter Brown. The 
bifhopric of Derry having become 
vacant fome months beiore, the 
primate Boulter was apprehentfive 
left Dr. Clayton fhould immediately 
be removed thither from Killala. 
This did not arife from any ditlike 
which his grace had to our prelate, 
but from his being of opinion that 
fo young a man, and fo younga 
bifhop, ought not to be promoted 
with fuch rapidity to the richeit fee 
in the kingdom, as it would create 
great uneafinefs to thofe who had 
been longer feated on the epifcopal 
bench. It appears, from two of the 
yood archbifhop’s letrers, that he 
was afraid of Mrs, Clayton’s adti- 
vity on this occafion ; trom ebep 








THE LIFE OF 


it may be collecied, that fhe was a 
woman of intereft and fpirit, and 
probably of ambition. Vhat the 

imate propofed was, that Dr. Hort, 
ithop of Kilmore, thould be re- 
moved to Derry, and Dr. Clayton 
to Kilmore. ‘This arrangement, 
however, did not take place. It 
was thought neceflary for the pub- 
lic fervice that the excellent Dr. 
Rundle, who had been unjuftly and 
malignantly perfecured in England, 
fhould be promoted to the bifhopric 
of Derry; and the government 
took the opportunity, which hap- 

ned not long after, of advancing 

r. Clayton to the fee of Cork, 
from which he was tranflated to that 
of Clogher, in 1745. 

“ Hitherto we have feen little or 
nothing of our prelate in his lite- 
rary capacity ; and itis remarkable, 
that he had been many years a bifhop 
before he wat at all known in the 
world as a man of eminent learning. 
It is certain, that he laid a good 
foundation of literature in carly 
life, and his progrefs in it might 
be greater than was commonly ap- 
prehended; but this was a fecret, 
at leaft to his acquaintance in ge- 
neral. Being diitinguifhed for the 

olitenefs of his manners, converf- 
ing much with the ladies, and mix- 
ing frequently in public fociety, the 
character of the fcholar was loit in 
that of the gentleman, It is in- 
deed, probable, that his application 
to ftudy grew more intenfe as he 
advanced in years ; and he is men- 
tioned as an inftance (we prefume 
not tofay that it isaa uncommon one) 
ofa man’s having been rendered 
better by his exaltation to a bifhop- 
ric. So unfavourable an idea was 
entertained of his erudition, that 
when he publifhed his firft work it 
Was not believed to be his own, 
But this prejudice, which arofe 
fiom an ignorance of the valuable 
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manner in which Dr. Clayton had 
{pent his time, was foon removed ; 
and the whole world became con- 
vinced of his folid, various, and 
extenlive learning. Excepting a 
letter written to the Royal Society, 
upon a fubject of no great idee 
quence, his firft publication was an 
‘* Introduction to the Hiftory of 
the a: which was afterwards 
tranilated into French, and printed 
at Leyden. Not having feen this 
performance, we cannot afcertain 
the year of its appearance. Our 
prelate’s next work was, ‘* The 
Chronology of the Hebrew Bible 
vindicated ; the Facts compared 
with other ancient Hiftories, and 
the Difficulties explained, from the’ 
Flood to the Death of Mofes; to« 
gether with fome Conjectures in Re- 
lation to Egypt, during that Period 
of Time; alfo two Maps, in which 
are attempted to be fettled the Jour- 
neyings ot the Children of LIfracl.” 
This elaborate production was print- 
ed in quarto, in 1747, and contains 
a variety of obfervations, which 
deferve the attention of the learned 
reader. From the time of Uther, 
the chronology of the Hebrew Bi- 
ble has been generally adopted by 
the divines of our own country. Of 
late, indeed, that of the Septuagint 
has been ably defended by Mr. 
Jackfon ; and fpeculative men will 
find abundant caufe for doubt, with 
regard toa fubject which will always 
be attended with difficulties that are 
not capable of being ealily and fully 
explained. In 1749, bifhop Clay- 
ton publifhed a * Diflertasion on 
Prophecy ;” in which he endea- 
voured to fhew, from a joint com- 

arifon of the Prophecies of Daniel, 
and the Revelations of St. John, 
that the final end of the difperfion 
of the Jews will be coincident with 
the ruin of the popedom, and take 
place about the year 2000 J’, in 
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difcuffing matters of fo difputable a 
nature, our author fhould be thought 
to have failed in precifcly eftablith- 
ing the point he had in view, it may 
be remembered, that, if he has 
been miftaken, he has only erred 
with many able men who have gone 
before him in the fame walk of 
theological literature. The Differ- 
tation on Prephecy was followed by 
an * Impartial heihiy into the 
Time of the Coming of the Met- 
fiah,”’ in two letters to an eminent 
Jew, printed firit feparately, and 
then together, in 1751. In thefe 
letters, and efpecially in the fecond 
of them, the bifhop of Clogher 
difplays himfelf to great advantage. 
The arguments are addreffed folely 
to the Jews, to convince them of 
their error in rejecting the methah- 
fip of Jefus; and the fubject is 
treated of with true learning, can- 
dour, and judgment. In the fame 
year (1751) appeared the * Effay 
on Spirit;” a performance which 
excited a very general attention, 
which has not yct loft its celebrity, 
and which was produttive of a large 
and fruitful controverfy. The whole 
title of the book is, ** An Effay on 
Spirit, wherein the Doétrine of the 
Trinity is confidered in the Light 
of Reafon and Nature, as well as in 
the Light in which it was held by 
the ancient Hebrews, compared alio 
with the Doctrine of the Old and 
New Teftament ; with an Enquiry 
into the Sentiments of the primitive 
Fathers of the Church, and the 
Doétrine of the Trinity, as main- 
tained by the Egyptians, Pythago- 
reans, and Platoniils ; together with 
fome Remarks on the Athanafian 
and Nicene Creeds,” S8vo. It is 
plain, from this long title page, 
that the work abounds with various 
difcuffion ; and, indeed, the author 
hath given tree fcope to his fpecu- 
lations. Beginning with a feries of 
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metaphyfical obfervations, he rifes, 
by degrees, to his principal object, 
which is to affert the interiority of 
the Son, and of the Spirir, to the 
Father; and this point he hath fuf- 
tained with fingular ingenuity, and 
with no fmall degree of ability, 
We think, at the fame time, that 
he hath indulgeed too freely to ima- 
gination and conjecture; and that 
he might have confined the quef. 
tion, with greater advantage, to the 
direct and fimple ftandard of ferip- 
ture. In the dedication of the 
work to Dr. George Stone, then 
lord primate of Ireland, the matter 
ot fubfcription is confidered ; and 
it is contended, that the articles of 
religion are only required to be fub- 
feribed as articles of peace. What 
the writer has advanced upon this 
head hath had fome proper ftrictures 
made upon it by the acute and 
learned author of the Confedilional. 
But though our effayiil was for ad- 
mitting fubfcription with acertain la- 
titude, he thought that the doctrines 
impofed ought to be as plain, few, 
and fundamental as poffible ; and he 
ardently wifhed for fome degree of 
reformation in the church, and ef- 
pecially for the abolition of the 
Athanafian Creed. 

“© It is a remarkable fact, and 
hitherto not known in the world, 
that the Effay on Spirit was not ac- 
tually written by the bifhop of 
Clogher. The real author of it 
was a young clergyman in our pre- 
late’s diocefe, who fhewed the ma- 
nufcript to his lordfhip, and, for 
reafons which may eafily be con- 
ceived, expreffed his fear of ven- 
turing to print it in his own name. 
The bifhop, with that romantic 
generofity which marked his cha- 
racter, readily took the matter upon 
himfelf; and determined to fuftain 
all the obloquy that might arife 
from the publication. He did not, 
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indeed, abfolutely avow the work, 
nor could he do it with truth: but 
by letring it pafs from his hands to 
the prefs, and covering it with the 
dedication, which was of his own 
writing, he managed the affair in 
fuch a manner, that the treatile was 
univerfally aferibed to him ; and it 
was openly confidered as his, in all 
the attacks to which it was expofed. 
Few perfons, excepting Dr. Bar- 
nard, the prefent dean of Derry, 
knew the fact to be otherwife; and 
he hath authorized Dr. Thomas 
Campbell to affure the public, that 
the bifhop of Clogher was only the 
adopted father of the ** Effay on 
Spirit.” One effect of our prelate’s 
conduct in this matter was, his be- 
ing prevented from rifing to a higher 
featin the church. In 1752, ‘Upon 
the death of Dr. Hort, he was re- 
commended by the duke of Dorfet, 
then viceroy of Ireland, to the vas 
cant archbifhopric of Tuam. Buta 
negative was put upon him in Eng- 
land, folely on account of his being 
regarded as the writer of the Effay. 

“ The next appearance of Dr. 
Clayton from the prefs, was in a 
work undoubtedly his own; and 
that was his ** Vindication of the 
Hiftories of the Old and New Tef- 
tament; in anfwer to the Objec- 
tions of the late Lord Bolingbroke ; 
intwo Letters to a young Noble- 
man,” 8vo. 1752. ‘This was only 
the firft part of his defign, and it is 
executed with great abiliry. The 
miftakes, in particular, to which 
lord Bolingbroke’s objections to fe- 
veral parts of fcripture were owing, 
are well expofed and confuted. In 
1753, the bifhop of Clogher pubs 
lithed «* A Journal from Grand 
Cairo to Mount Sinai, and back 
again. Tranflated from a Manu- 
feript, written by the Prefetro of 
Egypt, in Company with the Muf- 

onaries de propagana Fide at Grand 
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Cairo. To which are added, fome 
Remarks on the rigin of Hiero- 
glyphics and the Mythology ofthe 
ancient Heathens.” Dedicatéd’ to 
the Society of Antiquaries, London, 
4to. An edition was likewife print- 
ed in 8vo. ‘The bifhop, having bes 
come poflefled of the original Jour 
nal from Grand Cairo to Mount 
Sinai, and which had been men- 
tioned by Dr. Pococke in his Tra- 
vels through the Eaft, communi- 
cated this tranflation of it to the 
Soc ety of Antiquaries, with a view 
of exciting them to make forte en- 
quiry into certain ancient charac. 
ters, which, as appears from the 
Journal, are difcovered in great 
numbers in the wildernefs of Sinai, 
at a place well known by the hame. 
of Gebel el Mokatah, or the writ- 
ten Mountains. By carefully copy- 
ing a good quantiry of thefe letters, 
his lordfhip apprehended that the 
ancient Hebrew character, which is 
now loft, might be recovered; and 
he was of opinion, that it a perfon 
were fent on purpofe to live for fome 
time at Tor, on the coatt of the 
Red Sea, he mirht make fuch an 
acquaintance with the ‘rabs living 
near the Written Mounrains, by 
the civility of his behaviour, and 
frequently making them {mall pre- 
fents, that it would he no great dif- 
ficulry, in fix mooths, of there- 
abouts, to attain the defired end, 
As this would require a good capa- 
city in the perfon employed, and 
be atrended, likewife, with confi- 
derable expence, Dr. Clayton 
thought proper to apply to the So- 
ciery abovementioned, to look out 
for fome man of fuch education and 
character as well qualified him for 
the undertaking. The bifhop, at 
the fame time, offered to bear any 
proportion of the expencé the fo- 
cicty fhould think fit, in order to 
have the defign thoroughly effected. 
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The fum which he propofed to give, 
agreeably to the cuftomary gencro- 
fity of his temper, was a hundred 
potinds a year, for five years. Be- 
fides procuring a copy of the un- 
known characters to be found on 
the mountains of Mokatah, our 
prelate had another object in view, 
which was, to have a particular de- 
{cription of the fecond ftone {truck 
by Moles, as mentioned in the 
twenticth chapter of Numbers. Of 
this ftone, which has lain unno- 
ticed by any traveller of confe- 
quence for fo many thoufand years, 
mention is made in the Journal 
from Cairo ; and it was looked upon 
by his lordfhip as an atteftation of 
the truth of the Mofaical Hiftory 
written by the finger of God. For 
this reafon, independently of all 
curiofity, the bifhop thought it 
would be worth while to employ 
fome perfon to go thither, who 
fhould be very exact in his defcrip- 
tion of it. It doth not appear, 
that any meafures were taken by 
the Society of Antiquaries, in con- 
fequence of thele propofitions. 
However, what Dr. Clayton had 
publithed excited the attention of 
fucceeding travellers. The cele- 
brated Mr. Edward Wortley Mon- 
tagu, in particular, made a journe 

from Cairo to the Defart of Sinai, 
with the exprefs purpofe of feein 

and defcribing the objects scape 
by the bifhop. With regard to the 
Written Mountains, the refult of 
his enquiry was not agreeable to 
the expectations which our good 
prelate had formed upon the fub- 
ject. On examining the characters, 
Mr. Montagu was greatly difap- 
pointed, in finding them every 
where interfperfed with figures of 
men and beafts, which convinced 
him that they were not written b 

the [fraclites. It will be difticulr, 
he fays, to guefs what the infcrip- 
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tions were; and he expreffes his 
fear, that if it ever fhould be dif. 
covered whar they contain, nothin 
important would be the effect of the 
difcovery. Ii our recollection doth 
not fail us, the refearches of more 
recent travellers have been equally 
unfuccefsful, 

*¢ In 1754, the bithop of Clogher 
favoured the literary world with the 
fecond ‘it of his ‘* Vindication of 


the Hiftories of the Old and New 
Teftament. Wherein the Mofaical 


Hittory of the Creation and Deluge 
is philofophically explained; the 
Errors of the prefent Theory of the 
Tides detected and rectified: toge- 
ther with fome Remarks on the 
Plurality of Worlds. In a Series 
of Letters to a young Nobleman, 
Adarned with feveral explanatory 
Cuts,” 8vo. This traét abounds 
with curious difquifitions, and with 
learned criticifm ; in the whole of 
which the author hath difplayed 
fingular ingenuity: but that his 
judgment is equal to his a 
we dare not take upon ourfelves a 
folutely to affert. Dr. Clayton’s 
account of the formation of the 
earth and of the deluge, was at- 
tacked by Mr. Alexander Catcott, 
a gentleman of the Hutchinfonian 
principles, but of greater learning 
and candour than ufually have ap- 
peared in the advocates for Mr. 
Hutchinfon’s method of explaining 
the fcriptures of the Old Teitament. 
Our prelate’s next publication was 
in 1755, and confifted only of fome 
letters which had pafled between 
his lordfhip, when bifhop of Cork, 
and Mr. William Penn, on the fub- 
ject of baptifm. The point in de- 
wl was, What is the baptifm of 
Chrift, and wherein does it confift? 
Mr. Penn urged the arguments of 
Mr. Barclay, to fhew that the bap- 
tifm of the Spirit is the fame with 
the true Chriftian baptuim com 
mande 
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manded by our Saviour, Matthew 
xxvii. 19. Our author contended, 
on the other hand, that the true 
Chriftian baptifm is to cootinue to 
the end of the world; whereas the 
baptifm ot the Holy Ghott has not 
continued, but ceafed with the ceal- 
ing of miracles. 

«“ We come now to an event of 
great confequence in the bifhop of 
Clogher’s lite. He had long been 


* diffatisied with the Athanafian 


Creed, nor did he approve of the 
Nicene Creed in every particular ; 
on which accounts he was not a lit- 
tle difturbed, that they continued 
to be a part of the liturgy of the 
church, Thefe fentiments he had 
declared in his writings ; but this, 
upon mature deliberation, did not 
appear to him to be a fufficient dif- 
charge of his Chriftian duty. He 
determined, therefore, to avow the 
fame fentiments in his legiflative ca- 
pacity ; and accordingly, on Mon- 
day, the 2d of February, 1756; he 
propofed, in the Irifi houfe of 
lords, that the Nicene and Atha- 
nafian Creeds fhould, for the future, 
be left out of the Liturgy of the 
Church of freland. The fpeech 
which our prelate delivered upon 
this interefting occafion, being taken 
down in fhort-hand, was afterwards 
publithed, and hath gone through 
feveral editions. When the bifhop 
returned from the houle of peers, 
he exprefled to a gentleman, who 
accompanied him in his coach, his 
entire fatisfaction with what he had 
done. He faid, that his mind was 
eafed of a load which had long lain 
upon it; and that he now enjoyed 
a heart-felt pleafure, to which he 
had been a ftranger for above twenty 
years before, 

** Whatever happinefs the bifhop 
of Clogher might ledles from thus 
complying with the dictates of his 
own confgience, he had nog the ad- 
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ditional felicity of obtaining the 
approbation of his auditors. His 
{peech gave great and general of- 
fence, and was particularly difguft- 
ing to the ecclefiaftical lords. The 
primate faid, that 7+ made bis ears 
tingle. But, though fo declared and 
avowed an attack upon the eftablith- 
ment was regarded in a very atro- 
cious light, no meafures were taken 
for calling Dr. Clayton to an ace 
count for it, till he had publithed 
the third part of his ‘* Vindication 
of the Hiftories of the Old and 
New Tettament.” Jn this part, 
which did not appear till the year 
1757, he purfued his fpeculations 
with as much freedom and ardour 
asever. ‘The nature of angels, and 
the fcriptural account of the fall 
and redemption of mankind, were 
the objects of his particular exa- 
mination ; befides which, he renews 
ed his attacks upon the Trinity, 
and contended earneitly for the ut- 
moft freedom of enquiry in matters 
of religion. In fhort, he u 
fo many doétrines as indefenfible, 
and advanced others fo contradic- 
tory to the Thirty-nine Articles, that 
the governors of the church of Ire- 
land determined to proceed againft 
him; and in, confequence of this 
deterntination, his late majefty king 
George the Second, was advifed to 
order the lord lieutenant of the 
kingdom, then the duke of Bedford, 
to take the proper fteps toward a 
legal profecution of the bithop of 
Clogher. A day was accordingly 
fixed tor a general meeting of the 
Irifh prelates at the houfe of the 
primate, to which Dr. Clayton was 
fummoned, that he might receive 
from them the notification of their 
intentions. A cenfure was certain; 
a deprivation was apprehended. 
But, before the time appointed ar- 
rived, he was feized with a nervous 
fever, which brought him to his 
B 3 diflo. 
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diffolution, on the 26th of Febru- 
ary, 1758 It is on all bands 
agreed, that the agitation of mind, 
into which the bifhop was thrown 
by the profecution commenced a- 
ainft him, was the immediate caufe 
of his death. We have heen in- 
formed, that nothing affected him 
fo much as the contideration that 
he fhould, on this occafion, be for- 
faken by his royal matter, It does, 
indeed, reflect difyrace on the me- 
mory of king George the Second, 
that he fhould thus have been pre- 
vailed upon to give countenance to 
any meafures of peifecutions Had 
ueen Caroline been living, fhe 
would undoubiedly have protected 
the prelate of her own creation ; 
and who, fuppoling him to have 
been miilaken in fome of his opi- 
nions, was, neverthelcfs, diftin- 
guifhed above feverai of his bre- 
thren on the epifcopal bench, both 
by his abilities and his virtues. He 
was tar fupcrior, in theie refpedcts, 
to the primate, Dr. George Stone ; 
who, whatever political talents he 
might poflefs, will not be tranf- 
mitted to poiterity, with any extra- 
ordinary luftre, in the hiftory of 
religion and learning. 

*¢ The perfon ot bifhop Clayton 
was not above the middle fize; but 
his afpect was commanding, and 
his countenance extremely plcafing. 
His hair was dark, his eyes of the 
fame colour, and though large they 
were piercing. His complexion 
was clear, and all his features in 
fymmetry. The lineaments of his 
mind were not lefs fairly crawn. 
In private life he was much etteem- 
ed, his manners being polite and 
chearful, his accomplifiments high 
and finifhed, his addrefs open and 
engaging. He happily united the 
dignity of the great e¢clefiattic with 
the eafe of the fine gentleman. His 
¢locution was diflinct and ready, 
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hjs preaching frequent, and, as it 
ought to be, plain and practical, 
The objects of his charity were un. 
commonly numerous, the fums be. 
ftowed by him large; and in the 
true fpirit of chriftianity, they were 
given with fuch privacy, that his 
beneficiaries feldom faw the hand 
by which they were relieved. A 
peculiar elegance diffufed _ itfelf 
through every department of his 
domeitic economy, His table was 
fuch as became his rank; but, in 
the enjoyments of it, the bithop 
himfelt was fingularly temperate, 
His favourite amufement was ang. 
ling, in which he was a great pro- 
ficient Though he lived much in 
fociery, he iound fufficient time for 
ftudy, by always rifling at five 
o’clock in the morning, both in 
fummer and winter. By the union 
of temperance and exercife, he pre- 
ferved an uncommon flare of health 
till the 64th year of his age; and 
from the goodnefs of his conftitu- 
tion, a far longer duration of life 
might have been hoped for, had not 
the preternatural agitation of fpirits 
above mentioned, thrown him into 
the acute diforder of which he 
died. 

“On Dr. Clayton’s literary abi- 
lities and character, after what has 
been already faid, it is not neceflary 
to enlarge. It is apparent, from his 
writings, that he was a man of a 
great capacity, of a vigorous ima- 
gination, and of extenfive learning, 
The accuracy of his judgment does 
not feem to have been equal to his 
other qualities, From the livelinels 
of his fancy, he was fometimes car- 
ried, perhaps too boldly, into the 
regions of conjecture: but thefe 
occafional faults were amply com- 
penfated for, by the liberal views 
of things, the general good fenfey 
and the variety of ufeful informa- 
tion with which his works — 
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The very learned Mr. Markland, 
in one of his letters to Mr. Bowyer, 
favs, ** I thank you tor the bifhop 
of Clogher, who I think was a great 
man.” 

« Our prelate left behind him 
feveral works in manufcript, which 
are now in the poffeifion of his exe- 
cutor, Dr. Barnard, dean of Derry, 
This gentleman is of opinion, that 
they would do no difhonour to the 
bifhop ; but perfonal regard to the 
deceafed, and a tendernefs to his 
memory, Which the dean thinks has 
already fuffered fufficiently for what 
was publifhed in his life-time, have 
hitherto induced him to fupprefs 
them, left they fhould again revive 
a fubject, which were better buried 
inoblivion. Such is Dr. Barnard’s 
view of the matter; while other 
perfons may perhaps be difpofed to 
entertain a different fentiment. It 
is impothble to prevent the Trini- 
tarian controverfy from being per- 
petually renewed ; but it is pro- 
bable that, in the prefent itate of it, 


the publication of Dr, Clayton's 
manufcripts would not excite an 
extraordinary attention, or be at- 
tended with any very material ad- 
vantage. 

*« We forgot to mention, in the 
proper place, that the bifhop of 
Clogher was a member of the 
Royal Society, and of the Society 
of Antiquaries. He maintained a 
regular correfpondence with feveral 
gentlemen of eminent literature in 
this country, and, among the rett, 
with the learned printer, Mr. Bow- 
yer, to whom he made a prefent of 
the copy-right of all his works 
publifhed in England. His Lan- 
cafhire eftate he bequeathed to his 
neareft male heir, Richard Clayton, 
efq. chief juftice of the Common 
Pleas in Ireland ; but the greatett 
fhare of his fortune is inherited by 
Dr. Barnard, who married his niece, 
and of whom we need not fay, that 
he is a gentleman whofe refpectable 
character is well known in the 
world, 
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This Sketch has been fent us, with Enlargements, for Prefervation in 
our New Annual Regitter, with the following Motto from Prior ; 


“© Much may be right, yet much be wanting.” 


os \ HEN Charles the Second 

was informed of the 
death of Cowley, he pronounced, 
* that he had not left a better man 
behind him in England.” It may 
be affirmed with truth, that this 
was the cafe when Dr. Johnfon 
breathed his laft. T’hofe who ob- 
ferved his declining ftate of health 
duriug the lait winter, and heard 
his complaints of painful days and 
eeplefs nights, for which he took 


large quantities of opium, had no 
reafon to expect that he could fur- 
vive another feafon of trot and 
fnow. His conititution was to- 
tally broken, and no art of the 
phyficiin or furgeon could protract 
his exiitence beyond the 12th of 
December. At the requelt of Mr, 
Cruikfhank, the executors per- 
mitted his bady to be opened, on 
the fuggeflion that his internals 
might be uncommonly alle: ted, 
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which was the cafe on infpection. 
‘lie dead may fometimes give in- 
ftruction to the living, ‘The Cyrus 
of Xenophon ordercd his breath- 
lefs body to fertilize the earth that 
had given it nourifhment. John- 
fon’s infide had not the foundne’s 
of that of old Parr (as related by 
Harvey), not far from whom he is 
now depofited. One of his kidneys 
was found to be decayed. He 
never complained of difurder in 
that region (which was mortal to 
his friend Mr, Garrick) ; and pro- 
bably it was not the Prot a 
caule of his diffolution. Perhaps 
‘¢ of no difeafe he died,” like the 
character from the Tragediau ; for 
who can tell wherein vitality con- 
fits? Johnfon could hear, per- 
haps, with ambitious fatistaction, 
that he was to be buried in Well- 
minfler Abbey; for the love of 
fuine is the Jatt infirmity of noble 
minds, and, to continue quotation 
jn the words of Dr, Young, 

‘* Nor ends with life, but nods on 

fable plumes, 
* Adorns our hearfe, and flatters on 
our tombs.” 

Poffibly the thought or talk of the 
incifions of anatomy would have 
difturbed his imagination, Burt, in 
this cafe, what was not prohibited 
was permitted. For it may be 
eatily afked, in the words of the 
foldier to the Ephetfian Matron, in 
Petronius, 

‘Id cinerem aut manes eredis curare 
fepultos ?” 


It might be thought that fo flrong 
and mufcular a body might have 
fitted many years longer; for John- 
fon drank nothing bot water, and 
lemonade (by way of indulgence) 
for many years, almoft uninter- 
ruptedly, without the tatte of any 
fermented liquor ; and he was often 
abitincnt fiom animal food, and 
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kept down feverifi fymptoms b 
dictetic management. Of Addifon 
and Pope he ufed to obferve, per. 
haps to remind himfelf, that they 
ate and drank too much, and thus 
fhortened their days. It was thought 
by many who dined at the fame 
table, that he had too great an ap- 
petite. ‘This might now and then 
be the cafe, but not till he had fub. 
dued his enemy by famine. “But 
his bulk feemed to require now and 
then to be repaired by kitchen phys 
fic. To great old age not one ina 
thoufand arrives How tew were 
the years of Johnfon in compari- 
fon of thofe of Jenkins and Parr? But 
perhaps Johnion had more of life 
by his intenfenefs of living. Jen, 
kins, as it is expreffed on his me- 
morial in Bolton church (in which 
parifh he lived, and died, at the 
antediluvian age of one hundred 
and fixty-nine) was happy, if not 
in the variety, yet in the duration 
of his enjoyments, which were pros 
bably of tifhing and of drinking, 
His diet was coarfe and fober, fays 
Cheyne. Jobn‘on's time is to be 
dated from the number of his ideas. 
He was old in mind, though not 
comparatively in years. Moit peo- 
ple die of difeafs. He was all his 
life preparing himielf for death; 
but particularly in the laft flage of 
his atthma and dropfy. ‘ Take 
care of your foul—don't live fucha 
life as | have done—don’t let your 
bufinefs or diffipation make you 
neglect your fabbath”—were now 
his confiant inculcations. Private 
and public prayer, when his vis 
fitors were his audience, were his 
confiant exercifes. He cannot be 


faid to be weary of the weight of 
exiitence, for he declared, that to 
prolong it only for one year, but 
not for the comfortlefs fenfations he 
had lazely felt, he would fuffer the 
amputation of a limb. 


He wag 
willing 
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willing to endure pofitive pain for 
poilible pleature. But he had no 
expectation that nature could latt 
much longer; and therefore, for 
his lait week, he undoubtedly aban- 
doned every hope of his recovery 
or duration, and committed his 
{oul to God. Whether he felt the 
inftant ftroke of death, and met the 
king of terrors face to face, cannot 
be known, for ** death and the fun 
cannot be looked upon,” fays Ro- 
chefaucault. But the writer of 
this has reafon to imagine that 
when he thought he had made his 
peace with his Maker, he had no- 
thing to fear. He has talked of 
fubmitting to a violent death, in a 
ood caufe, withoubappreheniions. 
On one of the lait vifits from his 
furgeon, who, on performing the 
puncture on his legs, had affured 
him that he was better, he declared, 
«* he felt himfelf not fo, and that he 
did not defire to be treated like a wo- 
man or a child, for thar he had made 
up his mind.” He had travelled 
through the vale of this world for 
more than feventy-five years. It 
probably was a wildernefs to him for 
more than half his time. But he 
Was in poffeffion of reit and comfort 
and plenty, for the lait twenty 
years. Yet the bletlings of for- 
tune and reputation could not com- 
pentate to him the want of health, 
which purfued him through his 
pilgrimage on earth. Poff equitem 
Jedet atra cura. 
z Fer when we mount the flying eed, 
Sits gioomy Care behind.” 


Of the hundred fublunory things 
befioued on mortals, health is nine- 
ty-nine. He was born with a 
fcrophulous habit, for which he 
was touched, as he acknowleged, 
by good queen Anne, whof piece 
of gold he carefully preferved, 


But even a Stuart could not expel 
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that enemy to his frame, by a touch. 
For it would have been even be- 
yond the ttroaking power of Great- 
rix in all his glory, to charm it 
away. ‘Though he feemed to be as 
athletic as Milo himfel!, and in his 
younger days performed feveral 
teats of activity, he was to the latt 
a convulfionary. He has often 
ftept afide, tol:t nature do what fhe 
would with him. His geftures, 
which were.a devree of St. Vitus’s 
dance, in the ttrect, attracted the 
notice of many ; the fare of the 
vulgar, but the compatlion of the 
better fort. This writer has often 
looked another way, as the compa- 
nions of Peter the Great were uied 
to do, while he was under the fhort 
paroxyim. He was perpetually 
taking aperient medicines. He 
could only keep his ailments from 
gaining ground, He thoughr he 
was worfe for the agitation of active 
exercife. He was afraid of his dif- 
order’s feizing hs head, and took 
all potlible care that his underftand- 
ing fhould not be deranged. Orau- 
dum eft, ut fit mens fana in corpore 
Jano. When his knowlege from 


‘books, and he knew all that books 


could tell him, is confidered ; 
when his compotitions in verfe and 
profe are enumerated to the reader, 
(and acomplete lift of them, where- 
ever difperfed, is defirable) it muft 
appear extraordinary he could ab- 
{tract himfelf fo much from his 
feelings, and that he could purfue 
with ardour the plan he laid down 
of eltablifhing a creat reputation. 
Accumulating learning (and the 
example of Barretier, whofe life he 
wrote) flhewed him how to arrive at 
all feience. His :magination often 
appeared to be too mighty for the 
controul of his rea on. In the pree 
face to his Dictionary, he fays, 
that his work was compofed * a- 
midft inconvenience and diltraction, 
in 
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in ficknefs and in forrow.” * T 
never read this preface,’” fays Mr. 
Horne, ** but it makes me thed tears.” 

s¢ ff this memoir-writer pofletled 
the pen of a Plutarch, and the fub- 
ject is worthy of that great biogra- 
pher, he would begin his account 
from his youth, and continue it to 
the lait period of his life, in the 
due order of an hiltorian. What 
he knows and can recollect, he will 

rform. His father (called ** gen- 
tleman” in the parifh regifter) he 
fays himfelf, and it is alfo within 
memory, was an old bookieller at 
Litchfield, and a whig in principle. 
The father of Socrates was not of 
higher extraction, nor of a more 
honourable profeflion. Our author 
was born in that city; and the 
houfe ot his birth was a tew months 
vilited by a learned acquaintance, 
the information of which was grate- 
tul to the doctor. It may probably 
be engraved tor fome monthly re- 
pofitory. The print and the ori- 
ginal dwelling may become as emi- 
nent as the mantion of Shak{peare 
at Strattord, or of Erafmus at Rot- 
terdam. He compotied a_ poetical 
Ranza, at five years old, on his 
treading on aduck. If it is to be 
given to the public, it ought to be 
with authentication. He was Her- 
eules in his cradle. Could Lopez 
del Vega, or Cowley, or Milton, or 
even Pope, have afferted more truly, 
“ they lifped in numbers ?”?” Ir is 
faid of fome men, they hardly had 
a childhood, but arrived to early 
tipeneis, jult as the Ruffian winter 
turns into fummer without paffing 
through the fpring. He certainly 
mutt have had a good fchool educa- 
tion. He was eniered of Pembroke 
college, Oxtord, Oct. 31, 1728, 
and continued there tor feveral 
terms. By whofe bounty he was 
fupported, may be known to en- 
quiry. While he was there, he 
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was negligent of the college rules 
and hours, and abfened himfeif 
trom fome of the lectures, for which 
when he was reprimanded and jn. 
terrogated, he replied with great 
rudenefs and contempt of the lec- 
turer. Indeed he difplayed an over. 
bearing difpofition that would not 
brook controul, and fhewed that, like 
Cefar, he was fitter to command 
than to obey. This dictatorial 
fpirit was the leading feature in his 
deportment to his contemporaries, 
His college themes and declama- 
tions are itill remembered; and his 
elegant tranflation of Pope’s Mef- 
fiah into Latin verfe found its way 
into a volume of poems publithed 
by one Hufbands. In 1735, after 
having been fome time an ufher to 
Anthony Blackwall, his friends 
affifted him to fet up an academy 
near Litchfield. Here he formed 
an acquaintance with the late bi- 
fhop Green, then an ufher at Litch- 
field, and with Mr. Hawkins Browne, 
As the fchool probably did not an- 
{wer his expectation, (for who does 
not grow tired of teaching others, 
efpecially if he wants to teach him- 
felt’), he refolved to come up to 
London, where every thing is to be 
had for wit and for money (Rome 
omnia venalia), and to feek his tor- 
tune. He was accompanied by his 
pupil Mr, Garrick, and travelled 
on horfeback to the metropolis in 
March, 1737. 

‘© The time and bufinefs of this 
journey are before the public in 
fome letters from Mr, Walmiley, 
who recommends Johnfon as a 
writer of tragedy, as a tranflator 
from the French language, and as a 
good feholar. He brought with him 
his tragedy of Irene, which after- 
wards took its chance on Drury- 
lane theatre. Luckily he did not 
throw it into the fire, by detgn ot 


otherwife, as Parfon Adams did his 
ichylus 
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FEfchylus by miftake. He offered 
himfelf for the fervice of the book- 
fellers ; ** for he was born for no- 
thing but to write, — 


«“ And from the jeft obfcene reclaim our 


youth, , 
And {fet our paffions on the fide of truth.’ 


“ The hurry of this pen pre- 
vents the recollection of his firft 
verformances. But he uled to call 
Dodiley his patron, becaufe he made 
him, it not firft, yet beft known, by 
printing and publifhing, upon his 
own judgment, his fatire, called 
« London,” which was an imitation 
of one of Juvenal, whole gravity and 
feverity of expreffion he poflefled, 
He there and then difcovered how 
able he was ** to catch the man- 
ners living as they nfe.” The 
poem had a great fale, was applaud- 
ed by the public, and praifed by 
Mr. Pope, who, not being able to 
difcover the author, faid, ** he 
will foon be deterre.”” In 1738 he 
luckily fell into the hands of his 
other early patron Cave, His fpeeches 
for the fenate of Lilliput were begun 
in 1740, and continued for feveral 
feflions. They pafied for original 
with many till very lately. But John- 
fon, who detefted all injurious im- 
polition, took a great deal of pains to 
acknowlege the innocent deception. 
He gave Smollett notice of their un- 
originality, while he was going 
over his hi@orical ground, and to be 
upon his guard in quoting from the 
Lilliput Debates. It is within re- 
collection, that an animated fpeech 
he put into the mouth of Pitt, in 
aniwer to the parliamentary veteran 
Horace Walpole, was much talked 
of, and confidered as genuine. 
Members of parliament acknowlege 
that they reckon themfelves much 
obliged for the printed accounts of 
debates of both houfes, becaufe 
they are made to fpeak better than 
they do in the fenate. Within thefe 

§ 
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few years, a gentleman in a high 
employment under government was 
at brevktait in Gray’s inn, where 
Johnton was prefent, and was come 
mending the excellent prefervation 
of the {peeches of both houfes, in 
the Lilliput Debates. He declared, 
he knew how to appropriate every 
{peech without a lignature ; for that 
every perfon fpoke in charatter, 
and was as certainly and as eafily 
known as a fpeaker in Homer or ia 
Shakfpeare. ‘* Very likely, Sir, 
faid Johnfon, afhamed of having 
deceived him, but I wrote them in 
the garret where I then lived.” His 
predeceflor in this oratorial tabrica- 
tion was Guthrie; his fucceffor in 
the Migazine was Hawkelworth. 
It is faid, that to prove himfelf equal 
to this employment (but there is not 
leifure for the adjuitment of chro- 
nology) in the judgment of Cave, 
he undertook the life of Savage, 
which he afferted (not incredible of 
him), and valued himfelf upon it, 
that he wrote in fix and thirty 
hours, In one night he alfo com- 
poled, after finifhing an evening in 
Holborn, his Hermit of Tenerifi 
He fat up a whole night to com- 
pofe the preface to the Precep- 
tor. 

‘¢ His eye-fight was not good; 
but he never wore fpectacles, not 
on account of fuch a ridiculous vow 
as Swift made not to ufe them, but 
becaulfe he was affured they would 
be of no fervice tohim. He once 
declared, that he * never faw the 
human face divine.” He faw bets 
ter with one eye than the other, 
which however was not like that of 
Camoens, the Portuguefe poet, as 
expreffed on his medal. He chcte 
to fay to an obferver and inquirer 
after the apparent blemifh of his 
left eye, that ** he had not feen out 
of that little fcoundrel for a great 
many years.” ‘** It is inconceiv- 
able, he uted to obferve, how little 

light 
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light or fight are neceflary for the 
purpofe of reading.” Latterly, 
perhaps, he meant to fave his eyes, 
and did not read fo much as he 
otherwife would. He preferred 
converiation to books; but when 
driven to the refuge of reading, by 
being left alone, he then attached 
himielf tothat amufement. ‘ Till 
this year, faid he to an intimate, 
I have done tolerably well without 
fleep, for I have been able to read 
like Herceules.’”? But he picked 
and cuiled his companions for his 
midnight hours, **and chofe his 
author as he chofe his friend.”” The 
mind ts as fattidious about its intel- 
Ic€tual meal as the appetite is as to 
i's culinary one ; and it is obferv- 
able, that the dith or the book that 
alls at One time is a banquet at an- 
other. By his innumerable quota- 
tions you would fuppofe, with a 
great perfonage, that he muit have 
read more books than any man in 
England, and have been a_ mere 
book-worm ; but he acknowleged 
that fuppofition was a miilake in his 
favour. He owned he had hardly 
ever read a book through. ‘The 
poithumous volumes of Mr. Harris 
of Salifbury (which treated of fub- 
jects that were congenial with his 
own profeffional ftudies) had at- 
tractions that engaged him to the 
end. Churchill ufed to fay, hav- 
ing heard perhaps of his own con- 
fefion, as a boait, that ** if John- 
fon had only read a few books, he 
could not be the author of his own 
qworks.”” Elis opinion, however, 
was, that he who reads moft, has 
the chance of knowing mott; but 
he declared, that the perpetual tafk 
of reading was as bad as the flavery 
in the mine, or the labour at the 
oar. He did not always give his 
opinion unconditionally of the pieces 
he hod even perufed, and was com- 
petent to decide upon. He did not 
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choofe to have’ his fentiments 


| gee 
nerally known; for there was a 


great eagerncfs, efpecially in thofe 
who had not the pole-{lar of 
ment to direct them, to be taucht 
what to think or to fay on literar 


judge 


performances, ** What does John. 
fon fay of fuch a book ?” was the 
queition of every day. Befides, he 
did not want to increafe the number 
of his enemies, which his decitions 
and criticifis had created him; for 
he was generally willing to retain 
his friends, « whom, and their 
works, he beitowed fumetimes too 
much praife, and recommended be- 
yond their worth, or perhaps his 
own efteem. But affection knows 
no bounds. Shall this pen find a 
place in the prefent page to men- 
tion, that a fhameleis Ariftophanes 
had an intention of taking him of 
upon the ftage, as the Rehearfal 
does the great Dryden? Whenit 
came to the notice of our exafperat- 
ed man of leafning, he conveyed 
fuch threats of vengeance and pers 
fonal punifliment to the mimic, that 
he was glad to proceed no farther. 
The reverence of the public for his 
charaéter afierwards, which was in- 
creafing every year, would not have 
fuffered him to be the objet of the- 
atrical ridicule. Like Fame, in 
Virgil, wires acquirit eundo. \n the 
year 1738 he wrote the Life of Fa- 
ther Paul, and publithed propofals 
for a tranilation of his Hittory of 
the Council of Trent hy fubferip- 
tion; but it did not go on. Mr. 
Urban even yet hopes to recover 
fome fheets of this tranflation, that 
were in a box under St. John’s 
Gate ; more certainly once placed 
there, than Rowley’s poems were 
in the cheft in a tower of the church 

ot Brittol. 
¢ Night was his time for compo- 
fition. Indeed he literally turned 
night into day, noéles vigilabat ad 
pve 
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ipfum maxe, but not like Tigellius 
in Horace. Perh: Ps he never was 
a good fleeper, an (while all the 
rett of the world was in bed) he 
chofe his lamp, in the words of 


Milton, _ 
«* In midnight hour, 
Were feen in fome high lonely tower.” 


« He wrote and lived perhaps at 
onetime only from fheet to fleet, and 
(according to vulgar expreffion) 
trom day today. Dr. Cheyne re- 
probates the practice of turning 
night into day, as pernicious to 
mind and body. Jortin has fome- 
thing to fay on the vigils of a learn- 
ei man, in his Life of Erafmus. 
As he would nor fleep when he 
could, nothing but opium could 
procure him repofe. There 1s 
caufe to believe he would not have 
written unlefs under the preffure of 
neceflity. Magiffer artis ingenique 
largitor venter, ays Perfius. He 
wrote to live, and luckily tor man- 
kind lived a great many years to 
write, All his pieces are promifed 
for a new edition of his works, un- 
der the infpection of fir John Haw- 
kins, one of his executors, who has 
undertaken to be his biographer. 
Johnfon’s high tory principles in 
church and ftate were well known. 
But neither his Prophecy of the 
Hanover Horfe, lately malicioutly 
reprinted, nor his political prin- 
ciples or convertations, got him 
into any perfonal difhculnes, nor 
prevented the offer of a penfion, nor 
bis acceptance. Rara temporum fee 
dicitas, ubi fentire que welis, et qua 
Sentias, dicere licet. The pretent 
royal family are winning the hearts 
ot all the friends of the houfe of 
Stuart. There is here neither 
room nor leifure to afcertain the 
progrefs of his publications, though, 
la the idea’ of Shenftone, it would 
exhibit the hiitory of his mind and 
thoughts, 


‘* He was employed by Ofborne 
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to make a catalogue of the Harleian 
library. Perhaps, like thofe who 
ftay too long on an errand, he did 
not make the expedition his em- 
ployer expected, from whom he 
might deferve a yentle reprimand. 
‘The fact was, when he opened a 
book he liked, he could not refrain 
from reading it. . The book/fellere 
upbraided him in a grofs manner, 
and, as tradition goes, gave him the 
lie direct, though our catalogue- 
maker offered at an excufe. John- 
fon turned the volume into a wea- 
pon, and knocked him down, and 
told him, ‘ not to be in a hurry to 
rife, for when he did, he propofed 
kicking him down ftairs.” Perhaps 
the lie direct may be punifhed af 
modum recipientis, as the law gives 
no fatisfaction. His account of the 
collection, and the tracts that are 
printed in quarto volumes, were 
well received by the public, O€ 
his folio labours in his Englith Dic- 
tionary, a word muit be faid; bue 
there is not room for much. This 
writer has fufficient proof that 
Dodiley fuggelted the firft idea of 
this great collection. Johnfoa 
wantedalong and a large literary em 
ployment. The propolal rather took 
him by furprize. / ante molis erat? 
The pecuniary bargain was necef. 
fary to him, and the engagement 
for time and payment was conclud- 
ed. But the work went on but 
flowly. The money was all gone 
(for time and money are the moft 
waftable things in the world) before 
the tafk was completed.  Iilnefs, 
wearinefs, or diflipation, clogged 
the wheels of this machine. A re- 
frefhing fee was perpetually ne- 
ceflary ; or, to ufe claffical inftead 
of legal allufion, golden thowers 
were to be thrown into the lap of 
this literary Danae, to the amount 
of three hundred additional pounds, 
It'required the purfes. of five emi- 
nent bookfellers to be opened to pay 

tor 
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for the labours of this Hercules. 
When Johnfon came to fetcle with 
his employers, faid Andrew Millar, 
they produced their receipts tor the 
money they bad advanced, mott of 
which were for fmall fums. He was 
contounded to find the balance 
ayainit himfelf, for he kept no ac- 
count, and that he had been work- 
ing nine years for nothing. ‘The 
creditor inttantly became the debtor. 
The book(ellers gencroufly made 
him a prefent of the difference, and 
paid his reckoning for him. Dodifley 
withed for an alphabetical lift of the 
books quoted for this dictionary to 
be me a to the work; but he 
was not gratified. “he delineation 
of his plan, which was ctteemed a 
beautiful one, was infcribed to lord 
Chetterfield, no doubt with per- 
miflion, whilft he was fecretary of 
flare. It was at this time, he faid, 
he aimed at elegance of writing, 
and fet tor his emulation the pretace 
of Chambers to his Cyclopedia. 
Johnfon undoubtedly expected be- 
neficial patronage. It thould feem 
that he was in the acquaintance ot 
his lordfliip, and that he had dined 
at his table, by an allufion to him 
in a letter to his fon, printed by 
Mrs, Stanhope, and which he him- 
felf would have been afraid to pub- 
lih., Whilft he was inetfcctually 
hallooing the Graces in the car ot 
his fon, he fet before hin the tlo- 
venly behaviour of our author at 
his table, whom he acknowleges as 
a great genius, but points him out 
as a rock to avoid, and conliders 
him only as ‘* a refpectable Hot- 
tentot.”” When the book came our, 
Johnion took his revenge, by fay- 
ing of it, ** that the initruétions to 
his fon inculcated the manners of a 
dancing-mafter, and the morals of a 
proftitute.”” Within this year or 
two he obferved (for anyer is a thort- 
lived paflion) that, bating fome im- 
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proprictics, it contained good dis 
rections, and was not a bad fy (tem 
of education, But Johnfon’ pro. 
bably did not think fo highly of his 
own appearance as of his morals ; 
for, on being afked if Mr. Spence 
had not paid hima vilit! « Yes, 
fays he, and he probably may think 
he vilited a bear.” « Johnfon, 
fays the author of the Life of So- 
crates, is a literary Caliban.” « Ve. 
ry likely, replied Johnfon, and 
Cooper (who was as thick as long) 
is a literary Punchinello.” 

*¢ It does not appear that Lord 
Chetterfield flewed any fubtiantial 
proofs of approbation to our philo- 
loger, for that was the profetlional 
title he chofe. <A fmall prefent he 
would have difdained.  Johnfon 
was not of a temper to put up with 
the aftront of difappointment. He 
revenved himfelf in a let-er to his 
lordihip, written with great acri- 
mony, and renouncing all accept- 
ance of favour. It was handed 
about, and probably will be pub- 
lithed, tor ditera /cripta manet. He 
ufed to fay, he was miftaken in his 
choice of a patron, for he had tim- 
ply been endeavouring to vild a 
rotten poft. An endeavour has 
been made to procure a copy of it, 
in order to afford an abttra¢t to the 
reader, but without fuceefs. Mr. 
Langton, when applied to, thought 
he could not grant it without a 
breach of tru. It is in more 
hands than one; and, perhaps, 
where fecrecy was not enjoined. 
Johnfon took care to fend his letter 
by a fafe hand to lord Chefterfield, 
who fhewed it to Dodfley. His 
lordihip defended himfelf very plau- 
fibly againtt the miflatements of 
the writer, and candidly pointed out 
fome beautiful fenctences and happy 
expreffions. It was a long letter. 
( grandis epifioia and written with 
great afperity. It prevented, 38 
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Dodfley reported, the patronage of 
his lordthip, and the benefit from a 
dedication, which he faid would 
have been the promotion of the fale. 
One of Johnfon’s acquaintance, who 
in converfation probably made lord 
Chefterfield to be in the wrong, faid 
before him, that his lordfhip, tho’ 
the politeit, was the proudeit man 
alive; ** Except one perfon,” faid 
an acquaintance. ** Thar,” faid 
Johnfon, ‘© ] take to myfelf; but 
“my pride was defenfive.”” But 
nothing that is here faid is meant as 
an arraignment of lord Chetter- 
field. 

« Lord Chefierfield indeed com- 
mends and recommends Mr. John- 
fon’s dictionary in two or three 
numbers of the World. Not words 
alone pleafed him. * When IJ had 
undergone,” faysthe compiler, * a 
long and fatiguing v@yage, and was 
juft getting into port, this lord fent 
out a finall cock-boat to pilot me 
in.” Theagreement for this great 
work was for fixtecn hundred 
pounds. This Was a large bonk- 
{eller’s venture at that time: and 
tt is in many flares. Robertfon, 
Gibbon, and a few more, have 
raifed the price of manufcript co- 
pies. In the courfe of | fitteen 
years, two and twenty thoufand 
pounds have been paid to four au- 
thors. Johnfon’s world of wonders 
demands frequent cdit'ons. His 
titles of Do¢tor of Laws trom Dub- 
lin and from Oxford, 
which came to him unafked and un- 
known, and only not unmerited) 
his penfion from the king, which 
is to be confidered as a reward for 
his pionecring fervices in the Eng- 
lith language, and by no means as 
a bribe, gave him confequence, 
and made the dictionary and its au- 
thor more exte niively known. It 
sa joyal fatisfaction to have made 


(both of 
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the life of a learned man more 
comfortable to him. 


“ Thefe are imperial works, aud wor- 
“6 thy kings."° 


‘© Lord Corke, who would have 
been kinder to him than a Stanhope, 
(if he could) as foon as it came 
out, prefented the dictionary to the 
Academy della Crufea at Florence 
in 1755. Kkven for the abridge- 
ment in octavo, Which puts it into 
every body’s hands, he was paid to 
his jatistaction, by the liberality of 
his bookfil'ers. His reputation is 
as great tor compiling, cigetling, 
and afcertaining the Enghih lane 
guage, as if he had invented it. 
His grammar in the beginning of 
the work, was the be(t in our lane 
guage, in the opinion of Gold- 
{mith. During the printing of his 
di‘tionary, the Kamblers came out 
periodically; for he could do more 
than one thing at atime. He de- 
clared that he wrote them by way 
of relicf from his application to 
his Dittionary, and for the reward. 
He has told this writer that he had 
no expectation they would have met 
with fo much fucce's, and been fo 
much read and admired. What 
was amufement to him, is inftruc- 
tion to others. Gold{imith declared 
that a fyttem of morals might be 
drawn from thefe cflays: this idea 
is taken up and exccuted by a pub- 
lication in an alphabetical feries of 
moral maxims. Indeed he feems 
to be the great lay-preacher of mo- 
rality to the nation. . 

“ The Rambler is a great tafk for 
one perfon to accomplith, fingle- 
handed, Vor he was affifted only in 
two efflavs by Richardfon, two b 
Mrs, Carter, and one by Mifs Tale 
bot. His Idlers had more hands. 
The World, ‘Thc Connoiffeur, (the 
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Gray’s Inn Journal an exception) 
the Mérror, the Adventurer, the 
Old Maid, all had help-mates. The 
toilet, as well as the flielf and table, 
have thefe volumes, lately repub- 
lithed with decorations. Shenttone, 
his fellow collegian, calls his ttyle a 
learned one. ‘There is, indeed, too 
much Latin in his Englifh. He 
feems to have caught the infectious 
language of fir Thomas Brown, 
whofe works he read, in order to 
write his life. Though it cannot 
be faid, as Campbell did of his own 
taft work, that there is not a hard 
word in it, nor words of learned 
length, in the poetical phrafe of the 
Deferted Village, vet he does not 
rattle through hard words and ftalk 
through polyfyllables, to ufe an ex- 
prefion ot Addifon, as in his earlier 
productions. His ftyle, (the banter 
and ridicule of Lexiphanes) as he 
fays of Pope, became {moothed by 
the fcythe, and levelled by the rol- 
ler. It pleafed him to be told by 
Dr. Robertfon, that he had read 
his dictionary twice over. If he 
had fome enemies beyond and even 
on this fide of the Tweed, he had 
more friends. Only he preterred 
England to Scotlind. It were to 
be wifhed, he had not pronounced, 
in his Hebridian Tour, whatever 
— provocation was before 

im, that *¢a Scotchman muft be 
a fturdy moralift who does not pre- 
fer Scotland to truth.” An inad- 
vertent expreffion in the houfe of 
lords, on the imputed cowardice of 
the Americans, accelerated them 
igto egemics and heroes. If John- 
fen’s accufation had been more con- 
fined, a Caledonian, like Wotton’s 
Embaflador, might have been per- 
mitted to exaggerate for the honour 
of his country, But it was taken 
for a national reflection, never to be 
forgiven nor forgotten: and it is 
confidered as a breach of the union, 


at leaft between Johnfon and Scot. 
land. The dead cannot fend ane. 
gociator in their caufe. To fy 
thetruth, Johnfon confefied at laf, 
that the Scotch would never forgive 
him for publifhing that book. But 
he never wifhed he had not written 
it, As it is cowardly to infult a 
dead lion, itis hoped, that as death 
extinguifhes envy, it alfo does ill. 
will: * for Britith vengeance wars 
not with the dend.” 

*¢ The well-known fhort epigram 
of Cleiveland, againft our fitter 
kingdom, is more malignant than 
all that Johnfon has faid or written, 
But that fhall have no place here. 
It may be admitted of Johnfon, at 
leaft by his enemies, as it was faid 
of South by Tillotfon, “ that he 
wrote like a man, but bit like a 
dog.” ‘This may be applicable to 
the epi¢ poem Of Fingal, and tothe 
perfonality on the tranflator, It 
puts the writer in mind of the com- 
plaint and expreffion of fir Ifaac 
Newton, on the controverfy of 
Hare and Bently about Terence, 
that ** ic was a fhame two fuch 
great men fhould be fighting about 
a play-book!* The particulars of 
the difpure here alluded to mutt be 
trufted to future biographers. Nox 
noftrum inter nos tantas componere li. 
tes. But for the injunction of 
lord Chetterfield, ** nor to feem to 
be ignorant, (efpecially as an hilto- 
riographer) of any fact,” this hite- 
rary and perfonal altercation would 
not have been referred to. 

‘© He gave himfelf very much to 
companionable friends for the iatt 
years of his life, (for he was deli 
vered from the daily labour of the 
pen, and he wanted relaxation) and 
they were eager for the advantage 
and reputation of his converfation. 
Theretore he frequently left his 
own home, (for his houfhold gods 
were not numerous oF fplendid 
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enough for the reception of his 
great acquaintance ) and vitited 
them both in towa and country. 
This was particularly the cate with 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale (ex ano dijce 
ones), who were the mott obliging 
and obliged of all within Ins inn- 
macy, and to whom he was iotro- 
duced by his friend Murphy. He 
lived with them a great part of 
every year. He formed at Streat- 
ham a room tor a library, and in- 
created by his recommendation the 
number of: books. Here he was to 
be found (himielt a hbrary) when 
a friend called upon him; aud by 
him the friend was fure to be lnotro- 
duced to the dinner-table, which 
Mrs. Thrale knew how to fpread 
with the utmoit pienty and cle- 
gance; and which was otten adorned 
with fuch gucits, that to dine there 
Wiis, rAutis accumbere divum, Of 
Mrs. Thrale, it mentioned at all, 
lefs cannot be faid, than that in one 
of the lateft @piniens of Johnfon, 
‘ei fhe was not the wifeft woman 
in the world, fhe was undoubtedly 
one of the wirtiett.”” She took or 
cauled fuch care to be taken of him, 
during an illnefS of continuance, 
that Goldimith told her, ** he owed 
his recovery to hee attention,’”? She 
taught him to lay wp fomethiag of 
his income every year, Beides a 
natural vivacity in converfation, fhe 
had reading enough, and the gods 
had mide her poetical. ‘The Three 
Warnings, (the fubjeét fhe owned 
not to be original) are highly inte- 
reiting and ferious, and literally 
come home ta every bady’s breatt 
and bofom, The writer af this 
would not be forry if this nrention 
could follow the lady to Milan. At 
otreatham, where our philologer 
was allo guide, philofopher, and 
trend, he paffed much time. His 
tach nations ere were confulted, 
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and his will was a law. With this 
family he made excurfions ints 
Wales and to Brightheimitone. 
Change of air and of place were 
gratctul to him, far he loved vicif- 
fitude. But he could not long ens 
dure the illiteracy and rutticiry of 
the country ; for woods and groves, 
and hill and dale, were not his 
fcenes— 


*« Tower'd cities pleafe us then, 
** Aad the kuly hum of men.’ 


On hearing that this literary 
lady (one of the joys of his own 
lite) was likely to be courted into 
matrimony afecond tine, Johnfon 
et himfelf to prevent itr, and wrote 
her a letter, as tall of triendthip as 
her heare was of affe tion ; to 
which, or to a fecond letter of the 
obj iryatory kn l, it 1s fuid, {hy.: 
made a {ptrit “d reply. He otfered, 
il! as he was, to travel to her to 
Bath, with all poflibie expedition, 
ty expottulate with her, and to, ob- 
tain only an hour's converfation, 
with the hope of difuading her 
from her inclinations. ‘ Can Love 
be controuled by advice??? Hardly 
ever, ‘ihen, * Let Cupid ana 
Hymen agree!”? Johnfon was afked 
aboot the letter in print, that is ade 
dreifed to her and tigned with his 
naine ; which occahons the prefent 
extravavance of this pen. He faid, it 
exhibited his opinion, ‘but had not 
two fentences toccither as he wrote 
them. He faid, ** it was an adum- 
bration of his letter.” 

‘© But the greatcit honour of his 
life was trom a vilit chat he received 
from a “reat perlonage in the library 
of the queen’s palice—only it was 
not from a king of his own mak- 
ing. Johnfon, on his return, re- 
peated the converfation, which was 
much to the honour of the great 
perfon, and was as well fupported 
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as Lewis the X!Vth could have 
continued with Voltaire He jaid, 
he only wanted to be more known, 
to be more loved. ‘They parted, 
much pleated with each other. If 
it is mot an impertinent ftroke of 
this per, it were to be withed that 
One more perfon had conveyed an 
enquiry abovt him during his lat 
illneis. * Kvery body has lett 
66 their names, or wanted to know 
*¢ how I do,” fays he; * but—~” 
In his younger days he had a great 
many enemies, of whom he was 
not afraid, 


*¢ Afk you what provocation I have had? 
“ The {trong antipathy of good to bad.” 


«¢ Churchill, the puiffant faunf, 
challenged Johnfon to combat: fa- 
tire the weapon 9 Johnfon never 
took up the gauntlet or replied, for 
he thought it unbecoming him to 
defend himfelf againft an author 
who might be refolved to have the 
lait word. He was content to let 
his enemies feed upon him as long 
as they This writer has 
heard Churchill declare, ** that he 
thought the poems of London, and 
The Vanity of Human Withes, full 
of admirable verfes, and that all his 
compolitions were diamonds of the 
firit water.’” Put he wanted a fub- 
ject for bis pen and for raillcry, and 
fo introduced Pompofo into his de- 
feriptions, as For, with other wife 
folks, he fat up with the ghoft.” 
Our author, who had too implicit a 
confidence in human teftimony, fol- 
lowed the newfpaper invitation to 
Cock-lane, in order to dereét the 
impoilor, or, if it proved a being 
of an higher order, and appe red 
in a queftonable fhape, to tlk 
with it. Voferity muft be permit- 
ted to file at the credulity of that 
period. Johnfon had otherwife a 
vulnerable fide; for he was one of 


could. 


the few non-jurors that were left 
and it was fuppofed he would never 
bow the knee to the Baal of whie. 
gim. This reign, which difdained 
profeniption, began with granting 
pentions (without requiring their 
pens) to learned men. 

** Johnfon was unconditionally 
offered one; but fuch a turn was 
given to it by the lait mentioned f. 
tirical poet, that it might have 
made him angry or odious, or both, 
Says Churchill, amongtt other paf- 


fages very entertaining to a neytral 
reader— 


*¢ He damns the penfion that he takes, 
« And loves the Stuart he forfakes.”” 


© Not fo faft, great fatirift—for 
he had now no friends at Rome, 
In the fport of converfation, he 
would fomerimes take the wrong 
fide of a queftion, to try his hear. 
ers, or for his own exertions. But 
this may do mifchict fometimes, 
*¢ For, without aiming at ludicrous 
quotation, he could difpute on both 
fides, and confute.”” Among thofe 
he could truft himfeif with, he 
would enter into imaginary combat 
with the’ w higs, and has now and 
then fhook the principles of a fturdy 
revolutionift, All ingenious men 
can find arguments for and againtt 
every thing: and if their hearts 
are not good, they may do mifchief 
with their heads. On all occafions 
he preffed his antagoniit with fo 
{trong a front of argument, that he 
generally prevented his retreat, 
‘© Every body,” faid an eminent 
deteftor of impoftors, ** muft be 
cautious howsxthey enter the lifls 
with Dr Johnfon.”” He _ wrote 
many political tracts fince bis pene 
fion. Perhaps he would not have 
written at all, unlefs impelled by 
oratitude, But he wrote his cenu- 


ine thoughts, and imagined himfelt 
contends 
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contending on the right fide, A 
great parliamentary character feems 
to refolve all his American nouons 
into the vain expectation of rocking 
a man in the cradle of a child. 
Johnion recounted the numter ot 
his opponents with indifference. He 
wrote for that government which 
had been gencrous to him. He was 
too proud to cali upon lord Bute, or 
leave his name at his houfe, though 
he was told it would be agreeable to 
his lordthip, for he faid he had per- 
formed the greater difficulty, for he 
had taken the penfion. 

“© The laft popular work, to him 
an eafy and a pleafing one, was the 
writing the Lives of our Poets, now 
reprinted in four o¢tavo volumes. 
He finithed this bufinefs fo much to 
the fatisfattion of the bookfellers, 
that they prefented him a gratuity 
of one hundred pounds, having paid 
him three hundred pounds as his 
price. ‘The Knaptons made Tindal 
a large prefent on the fuccefs of 
his tranilation of Rapin’s hittory. 
But an unwritten fpace muft be 
found for what Johnion did refpect- 
ing Shakfpeare ; tor the writer and 
reader obferve a diforder of time in 
this page. He took fo many years 
to publifh his edition, that \ris fub- 
feribers grew difpleafed and cla- 
morous tor their books, which he 
might have prey ented : for he was 
able to do a great deal in a little 
time. Though tor collation he was 
not fit. He could not pore long on 
a text. It was Columbus at the 
oar. It was on most literary 
points difficult to get himfelf into a 
willingnefs to work. He was idle, 
or unwell, or loth to act upon com- 
pulton. But at laft he tried to 
awake his taculties, and, like the 
lethargic porter of the caitle of In- 
dolence, ** to roufe himfelf as much 
as roufe himfclf he can.”” He con- 
Nfld that the publication of his 
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Shakfpeare anfwered to him in 
every refpect. He had avery 1 rge 
fubfcription. 

** Dr. Campbell, then alive in 
Queen-fquare, who had a volume 
in his hand, pronounced, that the 
preface and notes were worth the 
whole fubfcription money. You 
vould think the text not approved 
or adjutted by the patt or prefent 
editions, and requiring to be fettled 
by the future. It is hoped thatthe 
next editors will have read all the 
books that Shakfpeare read: a pro- 
mife our Johnfon gave, but was not 
able to perform, 

‘* The reader is apprized, that 
this memoir is only a fketch of life, 
manners, and writings— 


“ In every work regard the writer's end ; 
*€ For none can compafs more than they 
** intend,” 


“© It looks forwards and backwards 
almoit at the fame time. Like the 
nightingale in Strada, ** it hits im- 
perfect accents here and there.” 
Hawkefworth, one of the Johnfo- 
nian {chool, upon being afked, whe- 
ther Johnfon was an happy man, 
by a gentleman who had been juit 
introduced to him, and wanted to 
know every thing about him, con- 
feffed, that he looked upon him as a 
moit miferable being. The mo- 
ment of enquiry was probably about 
the time he lott his wife, and fent 
for Hawkefworth, in the mott ear- 
neft manner, to come and give him 
confolation and his company.— 
‘¢ And fcereen me from the ills of 
life!” is the conclution of his fom- 
brous poem on November, In hap- 
per moments (for who is not fub- 
ject to every fkyey influence, and 
the evil of the hour?) he would 
argue, and prove it in a fort of dif- 
fertation, that there was, generally 
and individually, more of natural 
and moral good than of the con- 
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trary. He afferted; that no man 
could pronounce he did not teel 
more pleafure than milery.  Lvery 
body would nog antfwer in the affir- 
mative ;* for an ounce of pain out- 
weighs a pound of pleafure. There 
are people who with they had never 
been born—to whom lite is a difeafe 
eeand whole apprehentions or dy- 
ing pains and ot futurity embitrer 
every thing, ‘The reader muft not 
think it inypertinent to remark, that 
ohnfon did not choofe to pafs his 
whole lite in celibacy. Perhaps 
the raifing up a pofterity may be a 
debt and duty all men owe to thoie 
who have lived wefore them. John- 
fon had a daughter, who died before 
its mother, if this pen is not mil- 
taken. 

‘¢ The fuppofition of his having 
had a daughter was erdundlefs. 
Mrs. Jobnion never had a child af- 
ter het marriage with the door, 
nor, from her advanced age, was 
fuch an event probable. 

‘© When thefe were gone, he loft 
his hold on lite, for he never mar- 
ried again. Ele has exprefled a 
furprize that air [aac Newton con. 
tinued totally unacquainted with 
the female fex, which ts afierted by 
Voliaire, trom the information of 
Chefelden, and is adinitted to be 
truc. For curiofity, the firft and 
mot durable of the pafhons, might 
have led him to have overcome that 
inexperience. ‘This pen may as 
well fini this lait point in the 
words of Fontenelle, that fir Ifaac 
never was married, and perhaps ne- 
ver had time to think of it. Whe- 
ther the funfhine of the world upon 
our author raifed his drooping tpi- 
rits, ¢ or that the lenient hand of 
time removed fomething trom him, 
or that his) bealrh meliorated by 
mingling more with the croud of 


yoankind, or nor, he, however, appa- 


~ 


*~ 


rently acquired more chearfulnefs 
and became more fit for the | bours 
of lite and his literary functions, 
But he certainly did not communi. 
cate to cv cry iatruder every une aly 
fenfation of mind and bo. iy . Ww ho, 


it may be afked, can determine 2 oF 


the pleafure and the pain of others 

True and folema are the lines of 

Prior, in his Solomon— 

“ Who breathes mutt foffer, 
** thinks muit mourn; 

** And he alone is bicit, who ne'er yas 
‘ bern,’ 

** Johnfon thought he had 1 
right to compat n ot his lot in life 
or of having been dif: ap pointed : the 
world had not ufed bim ill; it had 
not broke its word with him; i 
had promifed him nothing; he af- 
pired to no elevation; he had fallen 
trom no height. Lord Gower en- 
deavoured to obtain ter him, by 
the intereft of Switt, the mafterfhip 
ot a grammar-{chool ot finail ine 
come, for ahich Johnfon was not 
qualitied by the ftatutes to become 
a candidate, His lordthip’s letter, 
publithed fome years ago, is to the 
honour of the tubjeét; in praife ot 
his abilities and integrity, and mn 
commiferation of his diftreffed fitue 
ation. The younger Warton, by 
his influence, procure ‘-d for him the 
honorary degree of Mi: iter of Arts 
at Oxford, on the co nelufian ot hig 
Didtionary. fohnfon withed, fora 
moment, to fill the chair of a pros 
fetlor, at Oxtord, then become va- 
cant, but he never applicd for it. 
He was offered a cad living by 
Mr. Langton, if he would accept 
it, and take orders ; but he chote 
not to put off his lay hs abit. He 
would have made an admirable li- 
brary-kceper; like Cafaubon, Ma- 
gliabechi, or Bent'ey. But he be- 
longed to the world at large. He 


was nomin ated tO be proieffor ot 
anckent 


and whe 


ae 


Pi din atv ge einer 





A BLOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF Dr: JOHNSON. 37] 


ancient literature, amongft the roy- 
al fociety of artitts at Somerfet- 
lace, as was the late Dr. Franklin 
ot hiftory. A polt of honour, but 
of nothing elle. No fuic-nor fer- 
vice to be perfor med. ‘Their names 
did not appear in the Red Book, 
Court Calendar, amongit the co 
proteflors. Johnton had done that 
ftate fome fervice, during their 1 in- 
corporation, and they knew Rig 
Talking on the topick of what his 
inclinations or tuculties might have 
led him to have been, had he been 
bred to the profe hon of the law, he 
has fuid he thould have wifhed for 
the office of matter of the rolls. 
He gave into this idea in table-taik, 
artly ferious and partly jocole, for 
it was qnly a manner he had of de- 
fcribing himfeit co his triends with- 
out vanity of his parts (for he was 
above being vain) or envy of the 
honourable ttations enjoyed by other 
men of merit. He would correé 
any comp ofitions of his friends, 
(4 abes ct rent mt ) and dictate on 
anv fublect on which they wanted 
information. He could have been 
an orator, if he would. On ac- 
count of his eccafional connexion 
with Dr. Dodd, tor whom he mace 
a bargain with the bookfellers tor 
his edition of the Bible, he wrote 
petiiion to the crown for mercy, af- 
ter his condemnation. ‘To comply 
with the requett in a letrer which 
he received durine divine 
Streatham chur a, he retired to 


Mr. Thrale’: ee 


Sy relin 


fervice at 


\quifhing, as 
he faid, tor the firft time, the wor- 
{hip of bis Creator to ferve a tellow- 
creature.” The letrer he compoted 
tor the trantlator of Ariofto, that 
was fentto Mr. Huattings in Bengal, 
is efteemed a matie repiece. Dr. 
Warton, ot Winchette r, talked of it 


asthe verv beft he ever read. He 
erase l 1 ‘ . a wa 4 
Could have been eminent. if he chofe 
1? 


Ln eter Wilting | ws taculiv im 


which, according to Sprat, his Cows 
ley gxeelled. His epiftolary and 
confidential correfpondence would 
make an agreeable publication, but 
the world will never be trufted with 
ite He wrote as well in verfe as in 
r profe. ‘I hough he compofed fo 
harmonioufly in Latin and Englifh, 
he had no car for mufic; and tho’ 
he lived in fuch habits of intimacy 
with fir Jofhua Reynolds, and once 
intended to have written the lives of 
the painters, he had nocye, nor per- 
haps taile, for a picture, nor a land- 
fcape. He renewed his Greek fome 
years ago, for which he found no 
occafion tor twenty years. He 
owned that many knew more Greek 
than himfelf; but that his Grammar 
would flew he had once taken pains. 
Sir William Jones, one of the moitt 
enlightened of the fons of men, as 
Johnfon defcribed him, has often 
faid he knew a great deal of Greek. 
He amufed hiintell, very lately, 
with tranflating tmto Latin verte, 
many of the Greek epigrams; and 
had read over the Expedition of 
Xenophon, and the Hiad of Homer. 
Lic wook care to keep up all his ftock 
of learning of all torts, and, in the 
words of queen Elizabeth, ** to 
rummage up his old Greek.’ With 
Krenach mri he was familiar. 
lic h. idlately read ot r the works of 
Boileau. tie paficd a judgment on 
Sherlock’s French ae Enelith let- 
, and told him there was more 

bis Enelith, than Englifh 

in his French. Hts curiofity would 
have led him to read Italian, even 
if Baretti had not been his acquaint- 
ANCC. 3 atin was as natural to him 
as Engelifh He feemed to know 
the readieft roads to knowledge, 
and to languages their conductors. 
He pofietled himfeit enough of the 
Savon tongue, for the purpofe of 
his work, and bad always the affilt- 
Vir. Lye, when he wanred 
/} -s it. 
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it. He made fuch progrefs in the 
Hebrew, in a few leffons, thae fur- 
prifed his guide in thot tongue. In 
company with Dr. Barnard and the 
fellows at Eton, he aftoniihed them 
all with the difplay of his critical, 
clafical, and ‘profodical treafures, 
and alfo himfelt, for he proteited, 
on his return, he did not know he 
was fo rich, 

‘¢ Chriftopher Smart was at firtft 
well received by Johnfon. ‘This 
writer owed his acquaintance with 
our author, which latted thirty 
‘ears, to the introduction of that 
bard. Johnfon, whole hearing 
was not always good, underftood 


he called him by the name of 


Thver, that eminent fcholar, l- 
brarian of Manchetter, and a non- 
juror. This miftake was rather 
beneficial than otherwife to the per- 
fon introduced, Johnfon had been 
much indifpoted all that day, and 
repeated a Pfalm he had jut cranf- 
lated, during his affliction, into 
Latin verfe, and did not commit 
to paper ; for fo retentive was the 
nemory of this man, that he could 
always recover whatever he lent to 
that faculty. Smart in return re- 
cited tome of his own Latin com- 
potitions. He had tranflated with 
fuceefs, and to Mr. Pope’s appro- 
bation, his St. Cee:tltan Ode. Come 
when you would, early or late, tor 
he delired to be called from bed, 
when a vifitor was at the door ; 
the tea-table was fure to be fpread, 
te weniente dit, te decedente.—W ith 
tea he cheered him elf in the morn- 
ing, with tea he tolaced himtelf in 
the evening; for in thefe, or in 
equivalent words, he expreffed him- 
felf in a printed letter to Jonas 
Hanway, who had jolt told the 
public, chat tea was the ruin of the 
nation, and of the nerves of every 
one who drank it. 


The pun upon 
his tavourite it] 


,* ) 
liquor he heard with 
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a fmile. ' Though his time feemed 
to be befpoke, and quite engroffed, 
tas certain his houle was open to 
all his acquaintance, new and old. 
His amanuentis has given up his 
pen, the printer’s devil has waited 
on the ftairs for a proof-fheet, and 
the prefs has often itood itill. His 
vilitors were delighted and infra. 
ed. No fubject ever came amifs to 
him. He could transfer his thoughts 
trom one thing to another with the 
moft accommodating facility. He 
had the art, for which Locke was 
famous, of leading people to talk 
on their favourite fubjects, and on 
what they knew beft. By this he 
acquired a great deal of informa. 
tion. What he once heard he 
rarely forgot. They gave him their 
beit converfation, and he generally 
made them pleafed with themfelves, 
for endeavouring to pleafe him. 
Poet Smart ufed to relate, * that 
the firft converfation with him was 
of fuch variety and length, that it 
began with poetry, and ended at 
fluxions.” He always talked as it 
he was talking upon oath. He 
was the wile(ft perfon, and had the 
moit knowlege in ready cafh, this 
writer had the honour to be ac- 
quainted with.—Here a little paufe 
muft be endured. ‘The poor hand 
that holds the pen is benumbed 
by the froft as much as by a tor- 
pedo. It is cold within, even by 
the fire fide, and a white world 
abroad. His reader has a moment’s 
leifure to cenfure or commend the 
harveit of anecdote that is brought 
in, for his fake; and if he has 
more reading than ufual, may re- 
mark for or againit it in the manner 
of the Cardinal to Ariotto, ‘ All 
this may be truc, extraordinary, 
and entertaining ; but where the 
dence did you pick it allup? Phe 
writer perhaps comes within the 
proverbial obiervation, that te Ine 

quiltive 
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quifitive perfon ends often in the 
character of the tell-tale.—John- 
fon’s advice was confulted on all 
occafions. He was known to bea 
good calulil, and therefore had 
many cates for his Juogment, It 
is notorious, that fome men had 
the wickednefs to over-reach him, 
and to injure him, till they were 
found out. Lauder was of the 
number, who made, at the time, 
all the friends of Milton his 
enemies. For this he expiated, by 
compofing a prologue to Comus, 
by praifing Milton, and for the 
benefit of his great-grand-daughter, 
There is nobody {fo likely to be 
impofed upon as a good man, * In 
the bufineis of Lauder (fays John- 
fon, in a letter) | was deceived, 
partly by thinking the man too 
frantic to be fraudulent.” His 
converfation, in the judgment of 
feveral, was thought 10 be equal to 
his correct writings. Perhaps the 
tongue will throw out more ani- 
mated expreiiions than the pen. He 
faid the moit common things in 
the neweil manner. He alwavs 
commanded attention and regard, 
If he wrote for money, he talked 
for reputation, His perfon, though 
unadorned with drefs, and even 
deformed by neglect, made vou ex- 
pect fomething, and you was hardly 
ever difappointed. His manner 
was interetting ; the tone of his 
voice, and the fincerity of his ex- 
preflions, even when they did not 
captivate your affections, or carry 
Conviction, prevented contempt. 
“ No wonder he talks with more 
fenfe than any of us, faid Gold- 
fmith, for it 1s difcharged from a 
larver caliber.” Jf the line, by 
lope, on hts father, can be ap- 
phed to lohnfon, it is ¢character- 
llc of him, who never fwore, nor 
told a lic, If the firit part is not 


[-9] 
confined to the oath of allegiance, 
it will be ufetul to infert it, 


** Nor dar’d an oath, nor hazarded a lie.” 


‘© It mult be owned, his coune 
tenaace, on fome occalions, ree 
fembled too much the medallic 
likenefs of Mag iabechi, as exhi- 
bited betore the printed a count of 
him by Mr. Spence. No man 
dared to take liberties with him, 
nor flatly contradist him; tor he 
could repel any attack, having al- 
ways about him the weapons of ri- 
dicule, of wit, and of argument, 
No man was prophane or ob{cene 
in his company ; and no one could 
leave his converfation wiihout be- 
ing wifer or beter. It mutt be 
owned, that fome who had the 
defire to be admitted to him, 
thought h'm too dogmatical, and 
as exacting too much homa-e to 
his opinions, an’ more. 
For they faid, while he prehided in 
his library, furrounded by his ad- 
mirers, he would, * like Cato, 
give his little fenate laws.” He 
had great knowlege in the feience 
of human nature, and of the fafhions 
and cuftoms of life, and knew the 
world well. He had often in his 


mouth this line of Pope, 


ho 


mr 
ehbaad 


“* The proper ftudy of mankind is man.” 
He was defrous of furveying life 


in all its modes and ferms, and in 
all climates. Twe nty years ago he 
offered to attend his friend Vanfit- 
tart to India, who was invited there 
to make a fortune; but it did not 
take place. He talked much of 
travelling into Poland, to obferve 
the life of the Palatines, the ac- 
count of which ftruck bis curiofity 
very much, His Raffelas, it is re- 
ported, he wrote to raife a purfe of 
pecuniary affittahce to his aged mo- 
thes at Lichfield. The firft title of 

C4 his 
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his manufcript was, “* Prince of 
k:thiopia ;” but, as he had erected 
a hitlory of Seged, hing of Ethio- 
fia, in his R: imblers, he changed 
it to Abyilinia. He had formerly 
tranilated an account of thole coun- 
tries, written by a French Jefuit. 
Mr. Bruce ts expected to give usa 
hitlory of both thefe countries. 
The happy valley he would hardly 
be able to find in Abyifnia. Dr. 
Young ufed to fay, ** that Raffelas 
was a lump of wifuom.” He there 
difplays an uncommon capacity tor 
remark, and makes the bei ufe of 
the defcriptions of travellers. It is 
an excellent romance. But his 
journey ito the Wetle:n Hlands is 
an original thing. He hoped, as 
he faid, when he came back, that 
no Scotchman had any ri, rey to be 
angry with what he wrote, It is 
a ¥ 00k written without the aililance 

books. He faid, ** it was his 
with and endeavour not to make a 
fingle quotatin.” His curiofity 
muit have been exceflive, and his 
ftrength undecayed, to aceomplith 
a journey of fuch length, and fub- 
lect to fuch inconvenience. His 
book was eagerly read. One of the 
firtt men of the age (lord Camden) 
told Mr. Garrick, * that he would 
torgive Johnfon all his wrong no- 
tions refpecting America, on ac- 
count of his writng that book ” 
He thought himfelf the hardier tor 
travebling. He took a tour into 
trance, and medit.ted another into 
ftraly or Portugal, tor the 
the climate. But Dr. Brocklef 
by, his triend and phytician, (and 
who that knows him can wifh tor 
more companionable and protefPenal 
kno con) ured him, by every 

rument in his power, not to co 
ened in the itare of his hea! th : 
but that if he was refolved on the 
frit, and wished for tomething ad- 


>] \ 
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ditional to his income, detfired he 
would permit him to accommodate 
him out of his fortune with one 
hundred pounds a year, durin g his 
travels, to be paid by inttulments, 


“* Ve little ftars, hide your diminifh'd 
heads."* 


The reply to this generofity was to 
this effect, * That he would not be 
obliged to any perton’ s liberality, 
but to his king’ s.” The conti. 
nuance of this defig n to go abroad, 
occalioned the application tor an 
increafe of pention, that is fo ho- 
nourable to thofe who applied for 
it, and to the lord chancellor, who 
gave him leave to draw on his ban- 
her for any fum. It is jutt come to 
the knowlege of this narrator, that 
Mr. Gerard Hamilton offered John- 
fon his purfe ot one hundred gui- 
neas (boxes erit huic quoque) ; bur it 
was not aecepted, ‘*ior, faid John- 
fon, | am worth fifteen hundred 
pounds!”” A fum of money that 
would laft longer than the whole 
halt-guinea that Parfon Adams 
boafted was fufficient for all his 
charges and expences. ‘The reader, 
it he isin a good humour, may not 
diflike the comparative allufon. 
Adams, for the moment, was richer 
than lohnfon. With the courage 
of a man, Johnfon demanded to 
know of Brockletby, it his reco- 
very was es Being an- 
fwered in the afhrmative ; “ theny 
lays he, I wil r take no more opium, 
and give up my phyficians. 2 
Acolatt he faid, « If I am 
worfe, | cannot go; if Tam better, 
I need not go; but if 1 continue 
neither better nor worfe, I am as 
we li where Iam.” The writer ot 
tis Sketch could wilh to have com: 
raiered to memory or paper all the 
wife and fenfible things that drop- 
ped irom his lips. It ihe one —~ 
sai 


POF 
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have been Xenophon, the other was 
a Socrates. His benevolence to 
wanind was known to all who 
knew him, Though fo declared a 
jriend to the church of tngland, 
and wen a friend to the Convoca- 
tion, it afluredly was not in his 
wilh to perfecute for fpeculative 
notioss. He uted to fay, he had 
no quirrel with any order of men, 
unlefs ‘hey difbelieved in revelation 
and a future flate. ‘This writer has 
perm) iffion, trom Dr » Dunbar, to pub- 
lth this fpecimen of his pertinacious 
opinion: tor w hich Mr. Hume would 
have pat him into his chapter of bi- 
cots. That prominent feature in John- 
ons characiet was itrong]y nal ked j in 
a converia tion One Moil ing with ne 
téte Qtéte. He reproached me ina 
very ferious, thoug h amteable ttrain, 
for commet Ming Nir. Hume as | 
had done in my Efiays oo the Hif- 
tory of Mankind. I vindicated my- 
felt from the imputation as v ell a AS 
I was able—But he remained diffa- 
tistied ; ihll condemned my praife 
of Hume; and added: © For my 
part, fir, | fhowld as ison have 
prailed a mad dog,” 
Another morning when he ex- 
Pp Mtulated with me “on the fame of - 
fence, I anfwered, that I had, in- 
deed, commended Mr. Hume for 
talents which really b longed to 
him; bur, by 1oO menns tor his 
Scepucifin, his Infidelity, Ol Li re- 
lion. “ I could not, fir,” faid 
Joh nion, ** on any account, have 
been th ¢ inftrumentr of his pr aife. 
7 ben [ publdhed m v Dichonary, I 
ight have quoted Hobbes as an au- 
re in language, as well as many 
other writers of his time: but J 
lcorned, fir, to quote him at all; 
becaufe 1 did not like his prin- 
ciples,” He would indeed ha e 
fided with Sacheve-ell againtt 
Danicl Burgefs, if he thought 
tic church was in dun: ger. His 


heart were al- 
The ob- 


hand and his 
Ways Open to charity. 


jects under his own roof were only 


a few of the fubjects tor relict, He 
was at the head of fubfcription in 
cafes of diltreis, His guinea, as 
he faid of another man of a boun- 
titul difpofition, was always ready, 
He wrote an exhortation to publ ¢ 
bounty. He drew up a paper to 
recommend the French prifoners, 
in the lait war but one, to the En- 
glifh benevolence ; which was of 
fervice. He implored the hand of 
benevolence tor others, even when 
he almott feemed a proper object of 
it himfelf. 

‘¢ Like his hero Savage while in 
company with him, he is fuppofed 
to have tormerly ttrolled abour the 
fireets alimoft houfe lefs, and as if he 
was obliged to go without the chear- 
ful meal of the day, or to wander 
about for one, as is reported of Hoe 
mer. If this were true, it is no 
wonder it he was unknown, or un- 
inquired atter, for a long time : 

«‘ Slow rifes worth by poverty deprefs'd.”” 


When once diitinguifhed, as he ob- 
ferves of Afcham, he rained adimi- 
rers. He was- fited by nature for 
His Lives ot the Poets 
Hike ali his biographical pieces) are 
well written. He i s us the pulp 
without the hufks. He has told 
their — hi ss y very wel’. 
But every thing 1s not new, Per- 
haps wh: at Mr. Steevens h relped him 
to, has increafed the number of the 
beft anccdotes. But his eriticifms 
of their works are of the motft 
worth, and the greateft novelty, 
His peripicacity was very extraore 
dinary. He was able to ‘take mea- 
fure of every intellectual object 
and to fee all round it. If he chofe 
to plume himfelf as an author, he 
might on account of the gift of in- 
tuition, 


a critic. 


The 





“ The hrighteft feather in the Eagle's 
wing.” 
He has been cenfured for want of 
taite or good nature, in what he favs 
of Prior, Gray, Lyttelton, Ham- 
mond, and others, and to have 
raifed fome pieces that nobody 
thought highly of. It was a fault 
in our critic too often to take occa- 
fion to fhew himfelf fuperior to his 
fubjeé&t, and alfo to trample upon 
it: There is no talking about tafte. 
Perhaps Johnfon, who fpoke from 
his lat feelings, forgot thofe of his 
outh. The love verfes of Waller 
and others have no charms for old 
age. Even Prior’s Henry and 
Emma, which pleafed the old and 
furly Dennis, had no attractions for 
him. Or Gray, he always fpoke 
as he wrote, and called his poetry 
artificial. If word and thought go 
together, the odes of Gray were 
not to the fatisfaction of our critic. 
But what compofition can ftand be- 
fore the porcupine pen of criticifm? 
Mr. Potter, the elegant trantlator 
of ALtchylus, has ably defended 
the ode and ode-writing ot Gray 
againit the opinion of Joh infon: fo 
has a Scotch profeilor, in an enter- 
taining but farcaftical imitation of 
his language and criticifm, Lyt- 
telton, Akenfide, and Hammond, 
have alfo found friends in their de- 
fence againtt Johnfon’s accufation. 
He made fome frefh obfervations 
on Milton, by placing him in a 
new point of view: and it he has 
fhewn more of his exce!lencies than 
Addifon does, he accompanies them 
with more deletts. He rook no 
critic from the flelf, neither Avit- 
totle, Boffu, nor Boileau. He 
hardly liked to quote, much mor 
to fteal. He drew his yudginents 
from the principles ot human na- 


ture, of which the Rambler is full, 
wectore the Kldementa ot Criticitm 
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by Lord Kaims made their appear. 
ance. 

‘It may be in‘erted here, that 
Johnion, toon after his. coming to 
London, had thought of writing a 
Hitiory of the Revival of Vearn- 
ing. "The bookfellers had other 
fervice to offer him. But he never 
undertook it. The proprietors of 
the Univertal Hittory willed him 
to take any part in that voluminous 
work. But he declined their offer, 
His laft employers wanted him to 
undertake the life of Spenfer. Burt 
he faid, Warton had left little or 
nothing for him to do. A fy item 
of morals next was propo'ed. But 
perhaps he chofe to promife nothing 
more He thought, as, like the 
running horfe in Horace, he had 
done his beft, he fhould give up 
the race and the chace. His cha- 
racter for learning lifted him into 
fo much confequence, that it occas 
fioned feveral refpectable writers to 
dedicate their works to him. This 
Was to receive more reverence than 
he paid. Murphy (to whom he 
was obliged, as he often faid, for 
many focial happinefles) a ddreffed 
to him an imitation of a fatire of 
Boileau: and Goldfimith dedicated 
a comedy to him, and pr aifed him 
for what. as he explained it, John- 
fon would like to be praifed—* his 
piety, and his wit.” Franklin, (as 4 
fincere admirer of his refpectable 
charafter) infcribed his trantlation 
of Lucian’s Demenax to him, and 
terms him the Demonax of the 
prefent age. liis deper ‘dent Le- 
vett died uddenly under his roof, 
He preferved his name from obli- 
vion, by writing an elegiac epi- 
taph for him, which fhews that his 
poetical fire was not extinguilhed, 
and is fo appropriate, that it cov ‘Id 
belong to. a other perfon in the 
world. Johnfon faid, that the re- 


mark of appropriation, was Ju 
enue 
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criticifm : his frignd was induced to 
pronounce, that he would not have 
fo good an epitaph written for him- 
felf. Pope bas nothing equal to it 
in his fepulchral poetry. When 
he dined with Mr. Wilkes, at a 
private table in the city, their mu- 
tual altercations were forgot, at 
leat for that day. Johnfon did 
not remember the North Briton, 
nor the fharpnefs of a paper againit 
his de‘cription or definition of an 
alphabetical point anmadverted 
upon in his Dictionary by that man 
of acuteneis ; who, in his turn, 
forgot the feverity of a pamphlet 
of Johnfon’s. All was, during this 
meal, a reciprocation of wit and 
good humour. During the annua! 
conteit in the city, Johnion con- 
feffed, that Wilkes would make a 
very good chamberlain. When 
Johnfon (who had faid that he 
would as foon dine with jack Ketch 
as with Jack Wilkes) could fit at 
the fame table with this patriot, it 
may be concluded he did not write 
his animofities in marble.—J]ohnion 
was famous for faying what are 
called good things Mr. Bolwell, 
who liftened to him for fo many 
years, has probably remembered 
many. 
them to Paoli, who paid him the 
lait tribute of a vifit to his grave. 
If lohnfon had had as good eyes as 
Bofwell, he might have feen more 
trees in Scotland, perhaps, than he 
ment ons. 

“This is not the record-oftice 
for his fayings: but a few muit be 
recolle¢ted here. For Plutarch has 
not thought it beneath his dignity 
torelate fome things of this fort, 
of fome of his herocs. Pray, Dr. 
Joknion (fnid fomchody), is the 
matier of the manfion at Strea‘ham 
4manof much converfation, or is 
he only wife and filent?’? * He 
iitines,” fays Johnfon, ** once an 


He mentioned many of 
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hour, and I fuppofe ftrikes right.” 
Mr. Thrale lett hima legacy, and 
made him an executor. It came to 
Johnfon’s ears, that the g: eat book- 
feller in the Strand, on receiving 
the lait manuicript theet of his 
Dictionary, had faid, ‘* Give John- 
fon his money, for I thank God I 
have done with him.” The phi- 
lologer took care that he fhould re- 
ceive his compliments, and be in- 
formed, ** he was extremely glad 
he returned thanks to God for any 
thing.” Well known is the rude 
reproof he gave to a talker, who 
aflerted, that every indiv dual in 
Scotland had Iterature. (By the 
by, modern flatefmen do not wif 
that every one in the king’s domi- 
nions fhould be able to write and 
ead.) * The general learning of 
the Scotch nation (faid he, in a bad 
humour) refembles the condition of 
a fhip’s crew, condemned to fhore 
allowance of provitions: every one 
has a mouthful, and nobody a belly- 
full.’ Mr. Garrick ufed to relate 
an incident, with great humour, 
but without perfonal mimickry (of 
which perhaps he was the inventor, 
and the inheritance went to Foote), 
favs the communicator, who defired 
it might have a place here that made 
a good ftory, as he toldit John- 
fun was once belet with queftions, 
by fomebody, about the merits ot 
the tragedy of Douglas, that had 
juf® made its public appearance. 
Afier fubmitting to hear fome fa- 
vourite deferiptive paflage, which 
the reciter praifed to the fkies, ig- 
norantiy or hypocritically, he was 
afked, if there ever had been writ- 
ten lines fo tranfeendently excellent 
by any other poet? To get rid of 
the importumity, Johnfon impetu- 
oully replicd; ‘** Yes, by many a 
man—by many a woman—and by 
many a child.”"—This anfwer tm- 
mediately checked the enthufia(in of 

the 
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the querift. On reporting this de- 
cifion at a table, it was afferted in 
company, that Johnfon took an op. 
portunity of faying this again, toa 
very eminent feholar at Edinburgh, 
whom he made an enemy by it. 

«¢ This opinion of our critic was 
not meant as a feverity againft Dou- 
glas ; for he had faid, * he thoughre 
it as good a firft play as he had 


read.” Gray commended it excef- 
fively. It accordingly holds its 


rank at the theatre. Its merits, and 
the great performance of the cha- 
racter of lady Randolph by Mrs. 
Siddons, who is above praife, bring 
it into frequent reprefentation, and 
occafion clipping hands and weep- 
ing eyes Johnfon received, in 
the courfe of the laft year, a long 
and agreeable vifit trom this actrefs. 
On his being afked afterwards, if 
he could not with to compofe a part 
in a new tragedy (Euripides and 
Voltaire wrote plays when they 
were older than Johnion) to difplay 
her powers? He replied, ‘ Mrs. 
Siddons excels in the pathetic, for 
which I have no talent.” Then, 
favs his triend, imperial tragedy 
mutt belong to you (alluding to his 
Irene.) Johnfon fmiled. Of this 
enough. His fize bas been defertb 
ed to be large: his mind and perfon 
both ina large feale. His tace and 
features are happily preferved by 
Reynolds and by Nollikens. His 
face and fhoulders were moulded and 
taken off fince his death, (alas! 
how changed from him!) by Hof- 
kins, of St. Martin’s-lane, from 
which a butt is made. His elocu- 
tion was energetic, and, in the 
words of a great fcholar in the 
North, who did not like him, he 
fpoke in the Lincelnthire dialect. 
His articulation became worfe, by 
fome dental loffes. But he never 
was filent on that account, nor un. 
willing to talk. It never was faid 
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of him, that he was never overtaken 
with liquor, a declaration bith 


0 
Hoadly makes of himfelf, He aan, 
ed that he drank his bottle at a Cer. 


tain time of life. Lions, and the 
fiercefl of the wild, creation, faid he 
drink nothing but water. Like Soe 
lomon, who tied fo many things 
for Curlofity and delight, he re. 
nounced flrong liquors, (itrong fis 
quors, according to Fenton, of all 
kinds, were the averfion of Milton) 
and he might have faid, as that ki 
is made to do by Prior, 


ny 


sé I drank, i lik’d it not, "twas rave 
R » ' 
ss twas noric, ’ 
“ An airy fcene of tranfitory joys.” 


His temper was not naturally fmoeth, 
but feldom boiled over. It was 


worth while to find out the molli¢ 


tempora fandis ‘The words nugarum 
contem;:tor fell oiten from him ina 
reveric. When afked about them, 
he faid, he appropriated them from 
a pretace of Dr. Hody. He was 
deirous of fecing every thing that 
Was extraordinary in art or nature; 
and to refemble his Imlac in his mos 
ral romance of Raffelas. It was the 
tault of fortune that he did not 
animadvert on every thing at home 
or abroad. He had been upon the 
falt-water, and obferved fomething 
of a fea-life s of the uniformity ot 
the fcenc, and of the ficknefs and 
turbulence belonging to that ele- 
ment, he had felt enough. He had 
feen a little of the military life and 
diicipline, by having pafled whole 
days and nights in the camp, and 
in the tents, at Warley Common, 
He was able to make himfelt enter- 
taining in his defecription of what he 
had jeen. A fpark was enough to 
illuminate him, The giant and the 
Corfican fairy were objects of at- 
tention to him. The riding-horfes 
in Aitlev’s amphitheatre (no new 
public amufement, for Homer al- 

ludes 
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tudes to it) he went to fee; and on 
the fireworks of Torr he wrote a 
Latin poem. : ; 

“ The ftudy of humanity, as 
was injurioufly faid ot the great 
Bentley, had not made him iohu- 
man. He never wantonly braadith- 
ed his formidable weapon. He 
jntended to keep his enemies off. He 


did not mean, as in the advice of 


Radclifle to Mead, “to bully the 
world, leit the world fhould bully 
him.” He feemed to be endowed 
with great clemency to all fubordi- 
nate beings. He faid, ** he would 
not fir at table, where a lobfter that 
had been roatted alive was one of 
the difhes. His charities were many ; 
only not fo extentive as his pity, 
for that was univerfal. He fre- 
quently remarked, that every year 
took fomething from hin of life, 
and robbed him of a companion or 
an acquaintance. He had faid in 
his Preface to his Ditionary, that 
he had outlived all he withed to 
pleafe. However fond he was ot 
exiltence, and atraid of death, he 
would have thoyyhr the lot contain- 


ed in the with and punifhment of 


the ancients, ultimus fuorum moria- 
tur! intolerable. An evening con- 
vivial club, for three nights in every 
week, was contrived to amufe him, 
in Effex-ttreet, founded, according 
to his own words, ** in frequency 
and parlimony ;”" to which he gave 
a fet of rules, as Ben Jonfon did 
his leges convivales at the Devil ta- 
vern—Johnfon afked one of his exe- 
cutors, a few days betore his death 
(which, according to his will, he 
expected every day) ** where do you 
intend to bury me ¢” He anfwered, 
In Wettminfter Abbey.”” Then,” 
continued he, * place a fione over my 
grave (probably to notify the f{por) 
that mv remains may net be dii- 
furbed.”” 5 This direction is exe- 
puted, His expectations of death 
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were fo immediate, that he had not 
time to bequeath his houfe at Litch- 
field, to maintain an exhibision at 
Pembroke-College, as he had re- 
fulved. For he was detirous of 
paying that tributary retpect, and 
of taking that method of making 
himfelf remembered by that fociety. 
He pave acopy of bis works very 
lately to Dr. Adams, the prefent 
matter, who had been his tutor. 
‘Tutor and pupil had a meeting in 
the way to London trom Derby- 
fhire, which turnifhed a converfa- 
tion, the former thinks, (though 
old in years and in wifdom), he 
fhall be the better for as long as he 
lives, and which, if Johnfon had 
lived longer, the world alfo might 
have been the better tor. He in- 
tended to compofe and publith a vo- 
lume of Devotions, fays Dr. Adams. 
Who will come torth with an in- 
feription for him in the Poet’s-Cor- 
ner? Who fhould have thoughr that 
Garrick and Johnfon would have 
their lait fleep together? It were to 
be withed he could have written his 
own epitaph with propriety. None 
of the lapidary inferiptions by Dr. 
Freind have more mevit than whet 
Johafon wrote on Thrale, on Gold- 
finith, and Mrs, Salifbury. By the 
way, one of thefe was criticifed, by 
fome men of learning and taile, from 
the table of fir Jothua Reynolds, 
and conveyed to him in a round 
robin, Matv, in his Review, 
praifes his Latin epitaphs very 
highly. ‘This fon of ttudy and of 
indigence died worth above feven- 
teen hundred pounds; Mi'ton died 
worth fittcen hundred. His legac 
to his black fervant Frank is noble 
and exemplary. Malton left in his 
hand writing the titles of fome fu- 
ture fubsects for his pen; fo did 
Johnfon. The bookfellers gave it 
out, as a piece of literary news, that 
he had an inclinauon to tranflate 
the 
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the lives of Plutarch from the 
Greek, It appears trom his literary 
memorandum-book, that this was 
one of the tatks he afligned to him. 
felf. He had cut out fo much for 
himlelf, that many more years of 
life would not have concluded thefe 
Herculean labours. Tie winter be- 
tore he died, he talked ferioufly of 
a tranilation ot Thuanus, one vo- 
lume ot which is already tranflated 
in tolio, by Dr. Wilfon of New- 
ark. 

$e Johnfon cied hy a quiet and filent 
expiration, to ule his own words on 
Milton: and his funeral was ref- 
pectubly and numeroufly attended. 
“he triends of the doctor were happy 
on his eafy departure, for they ap- 
prchended he might have died hard. 
It mutt be told, that a diffitisfaAion 
was expreffed in the public papers, 
that he was not buried with all pof- 
fible tuneral rites and honours. In 
all proceflions and folemnities fomne- 
thing will be forgotten or omitted. 
Here no difrefpect was intended. 
The executors did not think them- 
felves juftified in doing more than 
they did. For only a little cathedral 
fervice, accompanied with lights and 
mufic, would have raifed the price 
of interment. In this matrer, fees 
run high: they could not be ex- 
cufed ; and the expences were to be 
paid trom the property of the de- 
ceafed, His funeral expences a- 
mounted to more than two hun- 
dred pounds. Future monumental 
charges may be defrayed by the ge- 
nerofity of fubfcription: the whole 
coftt will be more than the laft men- 
tioned fum. At the end of this 
Sketch, it may be hinted (fooner 
might have been prepoffeffion) that 
Johnfon told this writer, for he faw 
de always had his eye and his ear 
vpor him, that at fome time or other 
he might be called upon to afi a 
potthumous account of him, 
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** A hint was given to oura 


c uthor, 
many years ago, by this rhaplodig, 


to write his own lite, leit fomebod 

fliould write i for him. He ~ 
reafon to believe, he has left a ma. 
nuicript biography behind him, Hig 
execytors, all honourable men, wil 
fit in judgment upon his papers, 
Phuanus, Buchanan, Huetius, 
Bayle, and others, have been their 
own hittorians, or journalitts, 

“© It was forgot to be told, that 
twenty years ago he gave an abftrag 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine, of 
Mr, Tytler’s book, in vindication of 
Mary queen of Scots, at the inf. 
gation of on old acquaintance. Pro- 
bably he thought her innocent of 
the charge of writing the letters to 
Bothwell. 

*« But he confeffed, that her letting 
Bothwell run away with her, and 
the marrying him afterwards, was 
very profligate and indefenfible 
This writer cannot avoid giving the 
claffical reader, Dryden’s Virgil lying 
upon his table, a parallel adventure 
(tor, fays Voltaire, there are exam- 
ples of every thing in this world) 
of Dido the queen ot Carthage, 
who was ruined by love (as much 
as the defiring and the defirable 
Mary of Scotland), and followed 
her paramour Eneas into the cave, 
where and when, fays poctical hil 
tory, 


© She call'd it marriage, by that fpeci- 
* ous name 

“ To vail the crime, and faudtify the 
* fhame.” 


‘¢ That the ceremonies were fhort, 
we may believe,” fays Dryden, * for 
Dido was not only amorous, but a 
widow.’’ 

‘© He wrote the plan for the Li- 
terary Magazine, and furnished it 
with fome excellent effays and cr 
ticifms. He compofed the Preface 


to the Poems of Milfs \\ ition, 
re- 
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Preface to Sully’s Memoirs, to Mac- 
bean’s Claffical Geography, and to 
Adams on the Globes. Mr, Davies 
collected moft of his Fugitive Pieces 
into three handfome volumes. 

« He had a large, but not a 
fplendid library, near 5000 volumes. 
Many authors, not in hottility with 
him, prefented him with their 
works, But his ftudy did not con- 
tain half his books. He pofleffed 
the chair that belonged to the Ci- 
ceronan Dr. King of Oxford, 
which was given him by his friend 
Vanfittart. It anfwers the pur- 

es of reading and writing, by 
night or by day ; and is as valuable 
in all refpects as the chair of Ari- 
oito, as delineated in the Pretace to 
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Hoole’s liberal tranflation of that 
oet. Since the rounding of this 
period, intelligence is brought, that 
this literary chair is purchated by 
Mr. Hoole. Kelicks are venerable 
things, and are only not to be wor. 
fhipped. On the reading-chair of 
Mr. Speaker Onflow a part of this 
hitlorical ketch was written. 

‘¢ The memory of fome people, 
fays Mably very lately, ** is their 
underitanding.” This may be 
thought, by fome readers, to be the 
cafe in point. Whatever anecdotes 
were furnifhed by memory, this pen 
did not choofe to part with to any 
compiler. His little bit of gold he 
has worked into as much gold-leaf 
as he could, 
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By Mr. Tyrers. 


“ N Friday the sth of No- 

vember, 1784, died fud- 
denly, Mr. Theodofius Forre(ft, an 
attorney of good reputation, at his 
houfe in George-itreet, York-build- 
ings.—A nervous diforder, attended 
with a black jaundice, which gained 
ground with the greate(t rapicity on 
his conflitution, fhortened his days 
at the age of about fifty-fix. He 
was, all his life long, in_ poetical 
exprefion, “ tremblingly alive all 
o'er.” He was fo anxious in the 
fervice of his clients, that, at thofe 
times, he may be faid hardly to 
have known what fleep was. He 
was obliged, on account of in- 
Crealing bodily and mental dif- 
trefles, to refign a creat part of his 
gery bufinefs. It was hoped 
y his acquaintance, that a fix 
weeks tour he took into Ireland, 
this laft fummer, would have re- 


flored his health, and continued 
him much longer amongit the cir- 
cle of thofe he loved, and who 
loved him; for he declared, on his 
return, that he went trom London 
with every complaint, and felt not 
a difagreeab'e fenfation while he 
was abfent from home. ‘True is 
generally found that medical ob- 
fervati#n, in every point of view, 
that ** motion is the tenure of 
life ;”’ and pertinent is the old La- 
tin jingle, e° eregrinatio @rumnare 
um curatio!” But neither friend- 
fhip, that funfhine of hte, nor 
profperity, that preferver of good 
humour to the end of it, could 
fave him from the gloom of dejec 
tion and defpair. ‘Thole who faw 
him during his laft month, per- 
ceived that “* Melancholy marked 
him for her own.” It was a great- 
ex forrow than furprize to find, that 
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in the defertion of reafon, and 
from not knowing what he was do- 
ing, ‘* he. took up arms againit a 
fea of troubles,”” and left his pott, 
as a fentinel, betore he was fum- 
moned away—** Malti tdem fecerunt 
et bon’ At the beginning of life 
he ttudied drawine under Lambert, 
the firit landfcape-painter; (tor, as 
yet, the two Sandbys, Wilton, 
Gainfborough, Marlow, Louther- 
bourgh, and Wheatly, were not *) 
or, as his own exprethon was, he 
tiood behind his chair, and’ ac- 
quired fuch a relith tor the arts 
that it never forflook him. ‘The 
mind, like the cafk in Horace, 
will lone retain it’s babitual fla- 
vour, “Lill within this year or fwo, 
he annually exhibited a drawing at 
the Roy al Acade emy. He had a 
ereat number of them at his own 
houfe, and a good collection of 
thofe of other artits. He was 
univerfally known to the matters in 
the polite arts, but was not envied 
or difliked by any of them. He 
was contidered, 
Gay, by Pope Swift, and Ar- 
buthnot, as their P| lay fellow and 
companion, initead of their rival. 
His tather}+ called iim off from 
this feductive employment to the 
lucrative track of an attorney, and 
made him ferve a clerkihip unde 
him: but thouch he was obliged 
to confider the law as his —s the 
arts were the mittreffes of hi: 


garry 


: 
‘ 


itlec- 


ton. a pation tor mt Mic, 
though he played Upon no iniiru- 
ment; could eatch a favourite air 


with furprifing quicknefs, and had 
a very agreeable manner of fing- 
ing, though no voice. He feldom 
failed attending t he Jeet Steuk & hal » 
every Saturday, of which he was 


* Put Wotton w 
+ He wrote th 


which the late Vir. Gu) . 
of Hogarth. 


‘ds a friend. 


1S——a. 


yo. ufie sd, and 


as Johnfon tays ef 
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early admitted a member, (and 0 
which his tather was one of the 
eldeii) where his pleataniries were 
much regarded, If he was not 
able “to fet the table in a roar,” 
yct he always excited attention, and 
ul thought themfilves lucky in 
having him fora guet. + 
tond to {pre id frie ndihiips I 


Hie was 
9 OUT \ tho ° 
a man ot the 


ki iw) to cover he ” 


v Ats. 


He Was alfo hap, y in his a retical 


talent. He compofed ma fongs, 
and fung them well. Mas ty no lite. 
rary ton ot poverty make a collec- 


tion, and ferve them up to the pub- 
he! But he feldom tuilered ling. 
fon: gy OF epigri um, to break in upon 
his Jine of butinefs, 6 He pe nned 
no ftanza when he fhou!'d engrofs; 

—parchments, not poctry, lay up 
ou his oflice-iab le—it was crowded 
with leafcs and conveyances. Yet, 
in 3775, during a vacation, he 
wrote a mufical after-piece tor Co; 
vent-Garden, calied, ‘lhe Weather- 
cock (that emblem of fublunary 
things), which, the author not be- 
ing able, in the boait of poor 
Bayes, to ¢ pit, box, and gallery 
it,’ atter a few nights was with 
drawn, ‘This difappointi nent cane 


not and need not be concealed, ;for 
that bow of Ulviiles is not to be 
cGrawn by everv hand), as it is pub- 


lithed, in al Iphab roater i record, in 
that entertaining repolitory of bio- 
graphical and crathatic information, 
the Biographia Dramatica. He 
never ventured another theatrical 
voyace in his {mall pinnace, (as 
dange rous as the a¢rial ones of Lu- 
nardi and Blanchard) which a po» 
pular hurricane overfet. He fculk- 
ed from his acquaintance (for he 
was a fenhtive plant on the occa 
fon) for a tew days, axl withed 


Five Days Peregrination ef Hogarth, him ‘elf, and three others, 
Nir. > Jichols 


ith his Ane ‘cdptes 


ink arpurat ted W 


re 
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the poct to be forgot in the attor 
ney. He had as many friends, and 
as few encini¢s, as can ‘be fuppoted ; 
perhaps none but what the proce- 
cution of law made hin. Hehada 
plentiful it icone, and was poffeifed 
of money in the funds. He was 
aiectionately, and perhaps, by fome 
oa account of his figure, tor he was 
rather under the common fize, call- 
ed Little Forreft; but he was a gi- 
ant in the eftimation of all of both 
fexes who knew him, The picture 
at the exhibition, for which he and 
his convivial friend, the entertain- 
ing, and now anti quarian, Grote, 
are fuppofed to have lent chem- 
felves to the canvas_ ot Hone the 
painter, in the habitg of monks, 
drew every ont’ $ ‘ete, and was 
known at firft” fig hie: Forre(, by 
the tenuity of, perton, and hie | jo- 
vial adjutant, by the double chin, 
and rotundity of the Spamth Friar. 
It was a fcene’ of character and 
contrat. More would have been 
too much; for, where character 
ends, caricature begins. A print 
was engraved from the picture. He 
was not only loved, but eiteemed: 
he delighte “din performing good of- 
fices; not only by advice, which 
may feem to cott noth’ ng, but with 
his purfe, which fome “conhile *y us 


their life’s blood. He was known 
and approv ed by Garrick, Colman, 
and Harris. He was folicitor to 
Covent-Garden theatre, and a good 
judge of what was performing on 
the ttage, that miniature of the 
whole world; and alfo a fteward 
and receiver of rents to many re 
fpectable perfons. Many have fo- 
licited, to uie a phrafe that has 
been employed fince his deceafe, 
** to fland in his fhoes.” No one 
was ever known to repent -of the 
confidence repofed in him. Heac- 
cepted the troublefome and un- 
thankful offices of truftee and exe- 
cutor, on the importunity of many 
who knew his ability of carrying 
them tmto effect. No one pleafed 
more by harmle’s compliance, nor 
made himfelf more aleful and 
agreeable at the partics where he 
was invited, All this, thouvh the 
languaze of friend{hip, is alfo that 
of truth, which is dearer to the 
writer of this hittorical morfel than 
all the friendthips in the world. 
Whoever, in the middle rank of 
life, fhall be valued for intevrity, 
benevolence, acutenefs, accomplith- 
ments, and the arts of pleafing, 
muft not think himfelf under-rated 
when he ts compared to—Theodo- 
fius Forrett.” 





Some ACCOUNT of the LIFE 


~ 


and CHARACTER of the late 


Colonel HUMBERSTONE. 


[An original Communication, } 


Oye Mackenzie Humber- 
4 iione, embraced the military 
prote flion under fingular advantages 
ot charatter, birth, and fortune. 


He had naturally not only a great 
1784. 





thirft of military fam~ but having 
fhewn at avery carl; = ‘od of his 
life, an eager defire to « in ever 

manly accomplifhment, and being 


endowed with good natural parts, 
D he 
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he applied himfelf fuccefstully to 
the attainment of uleful knowledge, 
and not only acquired great claili- 
cal tafte, and hiftorica! information, 
but an intimate acjuaintance with 
feveral branches of {eience. 

His father was the late major 
Mackenzie, of the family ot Sea- 
forth, and he himfelf became the 
head of that ancient houf:, upva 
the death of the late earl. ‘The 
late war broke out foon after he 
went into the army, and he was 
employed in railing a regiment of 
highlanders among his kinimen, 
in the north of Scotland. ‘Though 
an entire ftranger in the country, 
having been bred in England, yct 
by his fuperior good tenig, and 
amiable manners, he fo tar conci- 
liated the good-will and refpect of 2:1 
ranks, that he was very fucceistul 
in raifing the b.ttalion with which 
he was fent to Jerfey, and had a 
prinvipal hand in repelling the at- 
tack that was made on thar land 
inthe year r778.) But this being 
a fecne too ina‘iive for an erter- 
priting mind aipizin; 
he folicited and ootainced 
to raiie a reginent to co to the 
Matt-Indies, where a war at that 
time raged not only with our Luro- 
pean enemies, but with all the coun- 
fry powers. This &: ty Wis per- 
formed in the conore ct a few 
months, and he embarkee with hos 


}, sot. of 40 
Hew y C(hakion, Wits i C ite of 


Tcihiimetion, 


heave 
- } 


colo. 
gpelvin th wreament that fuledtrom 
England in the fpring, 1781, unde 
the sommand of commodore fohn- 
Done. “This fquadron, ana the con. 
vv, having anchored in Por: Prava 
bay, wes furprifed by a French fqua- 


dron, which was alfo outward bound 
tor india. Colonel Humberfione 
happencd t that monent io be on 
flore, with many others ; but fuch 
was his ardor to fhare the danzer of 
the day, that he (wam off to one of 
the thips that were engaged with 
the enemy. 

As {oon as he arrived in India, 
he ab ained a feparate command on 
the Malibar coait; but in the exer. 
cife of it, he met with every dif. 
couragement from the council of 
Bombay, This,“ however, was fo 
far from thwarting him, thar je 
gave him a greater opportun ty of 
diinguifhing himfelt : for, under 
all the difaivantages of having mo- 
ney, flores, and reinforcements 
withheld from him, he undertook, 
with an army of a thoufand Euro- 
peans, and two thoufand five hun- 
dred fepoys, to wage an offentive 
war in the hincdom-of Calicut. He 
Was confcious of great refources in 
his own mind; and the greatef 
harmony, conticence, and atrach- 
ment fubtiticd between bimfelf, his 
ofticers, asi men *, He drove the 
enemy out of the country, defeated 
them in thre diflerent engage- 
ments, in one of which Hrder’s 
brother-in-law, who was viceroy of 
the kingdom, was killed. He sook 
the city of Calicut, and evely 
other place of freneth in the kings 
he mide a treaty, and pro 

i new ally, in the king of 


aon: 


eure 
"Peaucavore, who reintorced him 
with tircive hundred men. This 
king was the moft powerful prince 


Ifvder Aily.—Byv this means he 
got poleifion of a large and terule 


In the peniniula of India next to 


® e« . ae | 
* Tah 8 defporehes which eave an account of his eperations, and which for fore 


reeten er other were never podbinhed, he owned particular eb! natans | 
act vil) ol DlajOg Cum) 17) il und Captain CG: 


cr 
n° 


» the zeal and 


» veth of his own regunent, 


track 
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track of country, which fupplied 
his army with every thing that was 
wanted; ond as the civil govern- 
ment on the coaft did not even fa- 
your him with orders, he was left 
entirely a diferetion ; but conduct 
ed hinfclf with the wifdom and 
moderation that might be expected 
from a mind enlightened and hu- 
manized by cultivation, and na- 
turally potiefied of the moft amiable 
virtues. , : 
The enemy having been off their 
guard, not expecting that a haotl- 
fulof nen would thus poiefs them- 
felves of the whole kingdom of Ca- 
licut, lefe one of the mott import- 
ant polls in their whole territories 
expofed, This was the ftrong fort 
Paliacatcherry; which commands 
the pafs through the Gaute Moun- 
tains. The poileifion of this poft 
would have laid Hyder’s richeit 
provinces open to our incurlions, 
while it would always give us a fate 
retreat in cafe of fuperior numbers, 
and feeure the newly acquired king- 
dum of Calicut from the depreda- 
tions of the eneny. The colonel, 
perceiving the great importance of 
this poll, and making up In enter- 
prize of mind what he wanted in 
force, determined to attempt the 
hieye ot It, thouch reall: above his 
force. But by this time the enemy 
had taken the alarm, feci ig the very 
heart of the r dominions threaten- 
ed: and the d.nger of this impor 
fant pafs drew Tippoo Saheb, Hv- 
cer’s eldeit ton and beft general, 
upon us. He drew together, and 
put in movion, with the greatett ex- 
pedition, tw flower of tis father’s 
army, with the celebreted Monf. 
Lally ; his force confiftine of up- 
Wards Of 3e,c00 men, naar 12,000 
of which were cavalry, with twenry- 
es of arnubery. Thefe 
Reops Irad already acquired great 


four pic Cc 


reputation by the defeat of colonel 
Baily, by the caprure of col. Brath- 
wait and al his army and by feveral 
fmaller exploits. It was now that 
our leader had occaion for ail the 
refources of his mind; and it has 
been in retreats that the greateit ex- 
hibitions of generalihip have been 
fhean both in ancent and modern 
times. He had exact intelligence 
of the enemy's motions, and endea- 
voured to regain the coait, where, 
at Paniane, he had a ftrony pot 
and his magazines. Tippoo march- 
ed with the moft inc rediole celerity, 
and with a certainty of over-power- 
ing the fmall handtul of Britith 
troops ; and he came up with them 
when they were yet thirty-lix miies 
from their poil, and had three large 
rivers to crofs. Our littl army 
was now furrounded with multi- 
tudes of cavalry on every fide; and 
which ever way they turned their 
eyes they faw their numerous ene- 
mies eovering the country. The 
marched through this hott with an 
inconfiderable lo’s of men, with« 
out any lofs of artillery or baggage ; 
and having left them behind by a 
rapid march, regained the fort of 
Paniane. ‘This the enemy attempte 
ed to force, but were repulfed with 
he Infs of tooo men; and Tippoo 
was foon after cailed away by the 
death of his father to a conteft of 
greater importance, 

Though this campaign did not 
terminate in any permancnt acq.i- 
fition, yet it proved extremely ufe- 
tu', by giving refpect to the Britifin 
arms, and caufing a divertion from 
the other coaft, where the encmy 
were rav. ging our rich provin. es in 
the Carnatic, hitherto the principal 
feat of the war. Colonel Humber. 
{tune was the firlt who carried the 
war into the enemy’s country, and 
by dividing their force, gave fuch 

Dz a turn 
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a turn to affairs as produced the 

ce that was concluded in the end 
of the following year, It is alic juttly 
confidered as a tine fpecimen of the 
moft promifing military genius ; and 
had it been on a larger feale, could 
not have failed to immortalize the 
ehterprize, courage, and tkill of 
this young leader, who was at this 
time only eight and twenty, It 
ought alfo to be remarked, that in 
confequence of unbecoming jea- 
loufies between the king’s and «.om- 
pany’s fewvice, and between the 
eivil and military departments, thefe 
tranfactions were never duly and 
fuirly communicated to the public; 
a circumftance to be regretted, not 
only as it tended to rob a deferv- 
ing individual of his honeft and 
well-earned fame, but as the gene- 
ral tendency of fuppreifing fuch 
facts muft be to damp the ardor of 
thofe gencrous minds who court 
diftin¢étion in encountering danger 
and hardthip, and who hold a good 
name to be the beft recompence of 
their deferts. 

Soon aftcr this, that is, in the 
end of the year 1782, colonel Hum- 
berftone, and his detachment, were 
called to ferve under a fuperior of- 
ficer, general Matthews. During 
the operations of this campaign, 
that general gave fuch proofs of 
mifconduct, of rapacity, and in- 
juitice, that col. M‘Leod and col. 
Humberitone carried complaints to 
the council at Bombay, and backed 
them with fuch convincing evi- 
denoe, that he was fuperfeded in 
his command. 

It wis in returning from this 
piece of dutyy that this gallant 





young officer loft his life, by one 
of thofe deplorable and unforefeen 
fatalities ayainit which human wif- 
dom is never provided. He went 
from Bombay to the fouthern part 
of the coaft by fea, for the greater 
expedition, and the fimall veffel 
which carried him fell in with a 
fquadron of large thips of war be. 
longing to the Mahrattahs. We 
had been at war with that barbar. 
ous people, but peace had been 
concluded, a ciwcumftance known 
to our people, though not to the 
enemy. Refittance, however, was 
made with, perhaps, unwarrant. 
able temerity. The fimall veffel was 
everpowered after a fharp engage- 
ment, in which the greater number 
on board were killed or wounded, 
Among the latter was col. Hum- 
berftone, who died of his wounds 
foon atter at Geriah, a fea-port be- 
longing to the Mahrattahs. 

Too much cannot be faid in re- 
gret of a perfon who promifed to 
be the ornament of his family and 
country, and a mott ufeful member 
of the ftate; and no panegyric is 
neceflary but the tranfactions in 
which he had been engaged, Thefe 
may be confidered as an earnett of 
greater future exploits, to which 
his afpiring and enterprifing genius 
would naturally have cawied him, 
when in a fituation to which his 
high rank would have entitled him 
in more mature hie. 

If we were to look for a charac: 
ter in this war, parallel to that of 
general Wolfe in the former war, 
I qucition if we could find any 
thing more refembling it than that 
of col. Humberitone. 


% 


Authentw 





‘ 


Authentic ACCOUNT of 


fuign 


CATHARINE the FIRST, Emprefg 
of RUSSIA. 


[From Mr. Coxe’s Travels into Poland, Ruflia, Sweden, and Donmark.] 


‘“ ANY authors have ex- 

refled great furprize at 
the nh Yat reports relative to 
the origin of fo extraordinary a 
perfonage as Catharine I. But 
when we confider the lownefs of her 
extraction, the variety of uncom- 
mon adventures which befel her 
during the early period of her life, 
her equivocal fituation with general 
Bauer and prince Menzikof, betore 
her connexion with Peter the Greas ; 
and that fhe did not excite the pub- 
lic curiofity until fhe became the 
favourite of that emperor, when fhe 
and her friends could prevent, as 
much as poilible, ajl cuquiries into 
her former fituaiion; I am fo far 
from being furprized that we know 
fo little, that I rather wonder we 
know fo much about her birth and 
carly adventures. To expect that 
the hiftory of a perfon of low ex- 
traction, who gradually rofe to the 
moft exalted ftation, fhould contain 
no uncertain and difcordant ac- 
counts, is to expect impoffibilities. 
All that remains, therefore, is, 
without prejudice or partiality, to 
examine and compare the various 
hiftories of Catharine I. and to 
collect from the whole the mott ra- 
tional and probable narrative. 

“ Catharine was the natural 
daughter of a country girl, and was 
born at Ringen, a {mall village 
upon the lake Virtcherve, near 
Dorpt, in Livonia. The year of 
her birth is uncertain ; but, accord- 
ing to her own account, fhe came 
into the world on the sth of April, 
1687. Her original name was 
Martha, which the changed for Ca- 
tharine when fhe embraced the 


Greek religion, Count Rofen, a 
lieurenant-colonel in the Swedith 
fervice, who owned the village of 
Ringen, fupported, according to 
the cuftom of the country, both 
the mother and the child ; and was, 
for that reafon, fuppof® by many 
perfons to have been her father. 
She loft her mother when fhe was 
but three years old; and, as count 
Rofen died about the fame time, fhe 
was left in fo deftitute a fituation, 
that the parifh-clerk of the village 
received her into his houle, Soon 
afterwards Gluck, Lutheran mi- 
nifter of Marienburgh, happening, 
in a journey through thofe parts, to 
fee the foundling, took her under 
his protection, brought her up in 
his family, and employed her in 
attending his children. In 1701, 
and about the fourteenth year of her 
age, fhe efpoufed a dragoon of the 
Swedith garrifon of Marienburgh. 
Many different accounts are given 
of this tranfaction: one author of 
yreat credit affirms that the bride 
and bridegroom remained together 
eight days after their marriage; 
another, of no lefs authority, af- 
ferts, on the contrary, that, the 
morning of the nuptials her hufband 
being fent with a detachment for 
Riga, the marriage was never con- 
fummated, ‘Thus much is certain, 
that the dragoon was abfent when 
Marienburgh furrendered to the 
Ruffians ; and Catharine, who was 
referved for a higher fortune, never 
faw him more. 

«* General Bauer, upon the tak- 
ing of Marienburgh, faw Catharine 
among the prifoners; and, being 
fmitten with her youth and beauty, 
D3 souk 
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took her to his houfe, where 
fhe fuperintended his domeftic af- 
fairs, and was fuppoied to be his 
miltrefs. Soon afterwards the was 
removed into the famiiy of prince 
Menzikof, who was no lets truck 
with the atiractions of the fair 
coptive ; with him the lived until 
1704, when, in the feventcenth 
year of her age, fhe became the 
miitre(s of Peter the Great, and 
won fo much upen his aftee- 
tious, thf he efpouted her on the 
goth of May, icvtt. The cere- 
mony was lecietly performed at 
Jawerof in Poland, in the prefence 
ot general Bruce ; and on the 20h 
of Februsry, bpa2 it wos publicly 
folem nized with wreal pomp at Pe- 
terfburgh 

* Catharine, by the moft un- 
wear ed aflidury and uuremicted ar- 
tention, by the fottnets and com- 
placency of her ditpofition, but, 
above all, by an extraordinary lives 
linefs and gaiety of temper, ac 
quired a wonderful afcendancy over 
the mind of Peter. ‘The latter was 
fubjeet to occstional horrors, which 
at times rendered him gloomy and 
fufpicious, and raited his paflions to 
fuch an heght, as to produce a 
temporary madoefs. In thete dread- 
ful moments Catharine was the only 
perion who durit venture to ape 
proach him; and tuch was tho Kind 
of tafeination the had acquired over 
his tentes, that her pretence had an 
in ‘antancous effect, and the firtt 
found of her veice compoied his 
mind and calmed his agontes. From 
-thefe circumitances fhe fecined ne- 
celiury, not only to his comtort, 
bureven to hig very extitkence; fhe 
bevane’ his infeparable companion 
On his journeys mite foreien coun- 
tries, and even in all his milttary 
CN pCGIUONS. ; 

*¢ The peace of Pruth. by which 
the Ruihan army was refcued from 
certain deitruction, has beea wholly 
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attributed to Catharine, though fle 
was little more than an initrument 
In procuring the confent of Peter, 
J he latter, In bis campaign of tay 
againit the Turks, having imprue 
dently led his troops into a difad. 
vantageous firuation, took the de 
fpergte refolution of cutting his 
way through the Turkuh army im 
the nicht. With this refolution he 
retired to his tent in an agony of 
defpair, and gave pofitive orders 
that no one fhould be admirted un 
der pain of death, In this im pore 
tant jun‘ture the principal ofcers 
and the vice chancellor Shaffirof af 
fembled in the preience of Cathas 
rine, and drew up certain preiimis 
naries in order toobtaln @ truce trom 
the yrand vizicrs Lo confequence 
of this determination, pl nipotens 
tiaries were immediately diipatch- 
ed, without the knowlege of Pe 
ter, to the giand vizier, and a peace 
obtained upon more reafon. ble con- 
ditions than could have been ex. 
pected. With theife conditions Ca- 
tharine, notwithttanding the orders 
ituced by Peter, entered his tent, 
and prevailed upon him to figa 
them, Although the honour of 
this peace, fuys Gordon, was wholly 
attributed to Catharine, yet, as be 
juitiy remarks, the gencrals, toges 
ther with the viee-chane: lor Shat- 
firof, had been the main {prings 
that dirveted this machine. Ca- 
tharine, however, by her conduct 
On this occatfion, acquired great por 
pularity ; and the emperor paracde 
larty ipecifies her behaviour a 
Pruth as one of the reafons which 
induced him to crown her pudhely 
at Motcow with his own hand. This 
ceremony was performed in 1724s 
and, although defigned by Peter 
only as a ‘proot of his atfectiod, 
was the principal caute of her fubs 
fequent clevation. 

q Some authors have affeuies 


that Peter placed the crown 4° 
deed 
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her head asa prelude to his future 
intention in her favour, and even 
abfolute:y appointed her his fuc- 
ceffor : but their afierticns are with- 
out the left foundation ; tor no 
traces were ever difcovered that he 
had made fuch a difpofition, cicber 
by will or otherwife. Nothing in- 
ded affords a ttronver proof to the 
contrary than the very manifeito of 
Catharine’s acceffion, in which the 
res her right folely upon her coro- 
nation at Mofcow, and upon the 
i¢lulutions et the fenare, the clergy, 
and the body of the generals. 
From thefe confiderarions, Jet us 
inquire by what extraordinary means 
awomanof her low birth could fue- 
cced in fetting alide the grandfon of 
Peterthe Great, who was the lineal 
heir of the Rudian empire; and 
aleend the throne, to which the 
could have no pretenfons but by 
the exprefs appointment of Peter. 
Her influence 
nihed until a fhore ume betore the 
death of that emperor, when fome 
circumitances happened which oc- 
cafioned fuch a coolnefs between 
them as would probably have ended 
in a toral rupture, if his death had 
not fortunately intervened. ‘The 
original caufe of this mifunderitand- 
ing arofe from the tollowing difco- 
very of a tecret connection between 
Catharine and her firtt chamberlain, 
whofe nime was Mons. ‘he em- 
peror, who was fufpicious of this 
connection, quitred Peterfburgh un- 
der pretence of removing to a villa 
for a few days, but privately re- 
turned to his winter palace in the 
capital, From thence he occa- 
honally fent one of his confidential 
piges with a complimentary mef- 
luge to the empreis, as if he had 
becn in the country, and with fe- 
eret orders to cbferve her motions. 
From the page’s information the 
bMperor, on the third night, fuy- 


con'inued undimi > 
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prized Catharine in an arbour of 
the garden with her tavourite Mons; 
while his filter, Madame Balke, 
who wae firft lady ot the bed-cham- 
ber to the empreis, was, in come 
pany with a page, upon the watch 
without the arbour. 

‘ Peter, whofe violent temper 
was inflamed by this difcovery, 
truck Catharine with his cane, ag 
well as the page who endeavoured 
to prevent him from entering the 
arbour, and then retired without 
uttering a fingle word cuher to 
Mons or his fitter, A few days 
after this tranfaction thefe perions 
were taken into cuftody, and Mons 
Was curried to the winter palace, 
where no one had admiffion to him 
but Peter, who himftel! brought him 
his provilions, A 1eport was at the 
fame time circulated, that they were 
imprifoned for hasing received 
bribes, and making their influence 
over the empref{s fubfervient to their 
own mercenary views. Mons being 
examined by Peter, in the prefence 
of major-gencral Utchakof, and 
threatened with the torture, con- 
feted the corruption which was laid 
to his charge. He was beheaded ; 
his fitter received five ftrokes ot the 
knout, and was banithed into Sie 
beria; two ot her fons, who were 
chainberlains, were alfo degraded, 
and fent as common foldiers among 
the Ruffian troops in Perfia. On 
the day fubfequent to the execution 
of the featence, Peter co veyed Ca- 
tharine in an open carr.age under 
the gallows, to which was nailed 
the head of Mons. The emprefs, 
without changing colour at this 
dreadful fi¢he, exclaimed, “Whar 
a pity it is that there is fo much 
corruption among courtiers !” 

‘© ‘This event happened in the 
latter end of the year i724, and as 
it was foon followed by Perer’s 
death, and as Catharine, upon her 
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acceffion, recalled Madame Balle, 
it has been fulpected that the florten- 
ed the day's of her bufbend by por- 
fon. But, notwithilanding the cri- 
tical fituation for Catharine in which 
he died, and her fubfequent eleva- 
tion, this charge is totally deftitute 
of the leaft fhadow of proof: tor 
the circumftances of Peter’s diforder 
were wo well known, and the pe- 
culiar tymptoms ot his latt illnefs 
fufficiently account for his death, 
without the neceflity of recurring to 

ifon. , 

«« Peter having, in the year 1724, 
decreed that the reigning fovereign 
fhould have the power of appoint- 
ing his fuccefflor, ought, in com- 
mon prudence, to have provided 
one in cafe of his fudden death; 
but he was feized with his laft ill- 
nefs before he had performed that 
neceflary duty. The diforder with 
which he was attacked was a firan- 
gury, which at firft did not carr 


with it any alarming fyinptoms of 


immediate danger; but tuddenly 


increafing to a vio'ent degree, it oc- 
cafioned tuch excruciating tortures, 
as, ina fhort time, rotally deprived 
him of his fenfes. Ina lucid interval 
he demanded pen and paper, and en- 
deavoured to write, but he could 
only trace characters that were not 
legible. He then called for his 
daughter Anne; bur, before fhe ar- 
rive’, his dipeech and his under- 
ttunding entirely forfuok him, and 
he remained in a flate uf perfect im- 
beciluv, bur itll breathing, for fix 
and thir.y hours before he expired. 

* From this account, drawn from 
the moit unqueitionable authorities, 
ut is evident that he did nor appoiuat 
his heir; and, though fome per- 
fons have concluded that he pur- 
poied entailing the crown upon his 
grandton Peter 1]. yet it is moit 
probable that he had. deftined his 
eluett daughicr Anne to be his fuc- 
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cefl'r, but was prevented by the 
fuddenneis of bis death trom carry. 
1g that detign Into execution. But, 
without dweling upon tacts which 
are feign to the prefent hiilory, 
let us haiten to the election of Cy 
tharine. 

** While Peter was yet lying in 
the agonies ot death, feveral oppo. 
fire parties were caballing to dif. 
pofe of the crown. At a confider. 
able meeting of many among the 
principal nobility, it was feeretly 
determined, on the moment of his 
difflolution, to arreft Catharine, and 
to place Peter Alexievitch upon the 
throne. Baflevitz, apprized of this 
refolution, repaired in perfon to the 
emprefs, although it was already 
night. ‘** My grief and confterna- 
tion, replied Catharine, render me 
incapable of acting myfelf: do you 
and prince Menztkof confult toge. 
ther, and I will embrace the mea- 
fures which you dhall approve in my 
name.” Befleviiz, finding Menz- 
hof afleep, awakened and intornrd 
hin of the preffing danger which 
threatened the emprefs and her 
party. As no time remained for 
long deliberation, the priuce in- 
{tantly feized che treafure, fecured 
the tortrefs, gained the officers of 
the guards by bribes and promifes, 
alfo a few of the nobility, and the 
principal clergy. . Thete partizans 
being convened in the pal ice, Cae 
tharime made her appearance : {ie 
claimed the throne in right of ber 
coronation at Mofcow; fhe expofed 
the ili effects of a minority ; and 
promifed, that, ** fo far from de- 
priving the great-duke of the crown, 
fhe would receive it only as a facred 
depofit, to be reftored to him when 
fle fhould be united, in another 
world, to an adored bufband, whom 
fhe was now upon the point 
lofing.” 

ss "The pathetic manner with 

which 





which the uttered this addrefs, and 
the tcars which accompanied it, 
added to the previous diitabunon ol 
large fums of money and jeweas, 

roduced the delued ef: ct; at the 
clofe of this meeting the remainder 
of the night was employed in mah= 
ing the nece flary preparations to in- 
fure her acecilion in cafe of the em- 
yeror’s death. 

«© Peter at length expired in the 
morning of the zach of January, 
0.$. This event being made 
known, the fenate, the generals, the 
principal nobility and cle rgys haften- 
ed to the palace to proclaim the new 
fovereiyn, ‘The adherents of the 
oreat-duke feemed fecure of fuccefs, 
and the friends of Catharine were 
avoided as perfons doomed to de- 
firuction. Ac this junéture Bafle- 
vitz whifpered one of the oppofite 
party, ‘© The emprefs is mittrefs of 
the treafure and the tertrefs ; fhe has 
gained over the guards and the fy- 
nod, and many of the chief nobi- 
lity ; even here fhe has more fol- 
lowers than you imagine; advife 
therefore your friends to make no 
oppofition as they value their heads.” 
This information being rapidly cir- 
culated, Baflevitz gave the appoint- 
ed fiynal, and the two regiments of 
guards, who had been gained by a 
largefs to declare for Catharine, and 
had already furrounded the palace, 
beatto arms. ** Who has dared, 
exclaimed prince Repnin, the com- 
mander in chief, ** to order out the 
troops without my knowlege ?” 
“ I, returned general Butturlin, 
Without pretending to difpute your 
authority, in obedience td the com- 
mands of my moft gracious miftrefs,”” 
This fhort reply was followed by a 
dead filence. In this moment of 
fufpence and anxiety Menzikof en- 
tered, preceding Catharine, fepport- 
ed by the duke of Holftcin. She 
attempted to fpeuk, but was pre- 
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vented by fighs and tears from giv. 


ing utterance to her words: at 
length, recovering herfelf, * I 
come, the faid, notw ithftanding the 
gret which now overwhelms me, 
to aflure you, that, fubmiffive to 
the will of my departed hufband, 
whofe m¢mory will be ever dear to 
me, I am ready to devote my days 
to the painful occupations of go- 
vernment, unul Providence hall 
fummon me to follow him.” Then, 
alter a fhort paufe, fhe artfully 
added, ** li the great-duke will 
profit by my inftructions, perhaps 
1 fhall have the confolation, durir 
my wretched widowhood, of forme 
ing tor you an emperor worthy of 
the blood and the name of him 
whom you have now irretrievabl 
lott.” “ As this crifis, replied 
Menzikof, is a moment of fuch ime 
portance to the good of the empire, 
and requires the moft mature deli- 
beration, your majeity will permit 
us to conter without reftraint, that 
this whole affair may be tranf- 
acted without reproach, as well in 
the opinion of the prefent age, as 
in that of pofterity.” Aching as 
I do, anfwered Catharine, more for 
the public good than for my own 
advantage, I am not atraid to fub- 
mit all my concerns to the judge 
ment of fuch an enlightened aflem- 
bly : you have not only my pers 
miffion to confer with freedom, 
but 1 lay my commands upon you 
all, to deliberate maturely on this 
important fubject, and promife to 
adopt whatever may be the refule 
of your decifions.” Atthe conclu. 
fion of thefe words the afiembly re- 
tired into another apartment, and 
the doors were locked. 

“It was previoufly fettled by 
Menzikof and his party that Ca- 
tharine fhould be empreis; and the 
guards, who furrounded the palace 
with drums beating and colours fly- 


ing, 
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ing, effectually vanquithed all oppo- 
fition. The only circunftance, 
therefore, which remained, was to 
give a juit colour to her tile. by 

rfuading the aflembly that Peter 
intended to have named her his fuc- 
eeffor, For this purpofe Menzikof 
demanded of that emperor’s fecre- 
tary, whether his l.te matter had 
left any written decliration of his 
jntentions. The fecretary replied, 
«¢ That a little before his lift jour- 
ney to Mofeow he had deftroyed a 
will; and that he had frequently 
expreffed his defign of making an- 
other, but had always been pre 
vented by the refle¢tion, that it he 
thought his people, whom he had 
raifed trom a ftate of barbarifm to 
an high degree of power aud glory, 
could be ungrageful, be would not 
expofe his tinal incitnations to the 
mfule of a retufal; and that if they 
recollected what they owed to his 
labours, they would regulite their 
conduct by his intentions, which he 
had difclofed with more folemnity 
than could be manifefted by any 
writing.” An alicreation now be- 
ran in the afiembly ; and tome of 
the nobiles hiving the courage to 
oppofe the accetlion of Catharine, 
Theophanes, archotfhop of Pref: 
cot, called to their oe eo the 
oath which they bad all taken ja 
1722. to acknowleve the fucceffor 
appointed by Peter; and added, 
that the fentrments of that emperor 
delivered by the fecretary were in 
effeét an appointment of Catharine. 
The oppofire party, however, de- 
nied thete fenuments to be fo clear 
as the feerctary chole to iniinuate ; 
and infited, that as their lute mo- 
narch had failed to nominate his 
heir, the cleétion of the new fove- 
renen fhould revert to the fate, 
Upon this the archbifhop farther 
teftified, that, the evening before the 
guronationot the empreis at Mefcew, 
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Peter had declared, in the houfe of 
an Englith merchant, that he fhould 
place the crown upon her head with 
no other view than to leave her 
miftrefs of the empire after his des 
cea'e, This atteftation being con. 
firmed by many perfons prefeut, 
Menzikot cried out, * What need 
have we of any teftament! A re 
futal to conform to the inclination 
of our great fovereign, thus au- 
thenticated, would be both unjut 
and criminal. Long live the em. 
prefs Catharine!” Thefe words 
being inftantaneoufly repeated by 
the greatett part of thofe who were 
prefent, Menzikof, faluting Ca. 
tharine by the tle of ewprefs, 
paid his firft obeifance by killing 
her hand; and his example was 
followed by the whole affembly, 
She next prefented herfelt at the 
window to the guards, and to the 
people, who fhouted acclamations of 
* Loug live Catharine!” while 
Menzikot fcattered amongit them 
handfuls of money. ‘Thus, faysa 
contemporary, the emprefs was rail- 
ed to the throne by the guards, 
in the fame manner as the Roman 
emperors by the praetorian cohorts, 
without either the appointment of 
the people or of the legions. 

‘© The reign of Catharine may 
be confidered as the reign of Men- 
zikof, that eimprefy having neither 
inclination or abilities to direét the 
helm of government ; and the place 
ed the moft implicit confidence ina 
man who had been the original aue 
thor of her good fortune, and the 
fole inftrument of her eleva:ion to 
the throne. aa 

‘© During her short reign her hile 
was very irregular: fhe was ex 
tremely averfe to bulinefs; would 
frequently, when the weather was 
fine, pats whole nights in the open 
air; and was particularly inteme 
perate in the we of tokay-wines 
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Thefe irregularities, joined to a 
cancer and adrop!y, hattened ber 
end; and fhe expired on the 17th of 
May, 1727, 3 hetle more than two 
years after her acecflion to the 
throne, end in abour the yoth year 
of her age. 

© As the deaths of fovercigns in 
defporic countr es are feldom im- 
puted to natural caules, that ot Ca- 
charine has alfo been atrributed to 
poiion ; as it the diforders which 
preyed upon her frame were not 
futhcient to bring her to her grave, 
Some aflert, that fhe was poifored 
ina glafs of f{pirituous liquor ; 
others, by a pear given her by ge- 
neral Diever. Sutpicions alio tell 
upon prince Menzikot, who, a fhort 
time before her ceceale, had ati. 
fing miuoderftanding with her, 
and who was accufed of hatteni: g 
her death, that he might reign with 
fill more abfolute power curing the 
minority of Peter Il, But thefe 
reports deferve not the lcait credit, 
and were merely didtuted ty the 
fpirit of party, or by popular ru- 
mour. ° 

* Catharine was in her perfon 
under the middle fize, and in her 
youth delicate and well-formed, but 
inclined to corpulency as fhe sd- 
vanced in years. She had a fair 
compiexton, dark eyes, and light 
hair, which the was alwavs accuf- 
tomed to die with a black colour, 
She could neither read nor wr.te: 
her daughter Kt zaberh ufually fign- 
ed her name for her, and part cu- 
barly to her jai} ili and teftament; 
and count Oflerman generally put 
her hignature to the public decrees 
Her ablaties have 
been greatly exauge rared by her pa- 
nezynits. Gordan, wno hid tre- 
Queatly icen her, fees, of all wri- 
ters, tou have rr prefented her chi- 
racter with the greatelt julinets, 
When he tuys, ** che was a very 


and Ohi} atches,. 
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pretty well-lookt wor an, of good 
fenie, but not ot thor fublimity ab wit, 
or rather thar quickuefs of magia 
nation, which fome peo) le have be- 
heved. ‘The great reafon woy the 
tzar was fu tond of her, was her 
exceeding good remper; fhe never 
was fecn peevill or out of humour +4 
obliging and civilta . ll, and never 
forgentul of ber tormer condition g 
withal, mighty grateiul ” CC tha- 
rine med tained the pomp ot mas 
jefly with an air of eae and grane 
deur united; and Peter uled tree 
quently to exprefs his admirat on at 
the propriety with whch fhe fup- 
ported her bigh ftanen, without 
forgetting that ihe was not born te 
that dignity. 

* The following anecdotes will 
prove that fhe bore her clevation 
meekly ; and was never, as Gordon 
atierts, forgettulof her former cone 
dition. When Wurmb, who had 
been tutor to Gluck’s chidren at 
the time thot Catharine was a do- 
meflic in that clergyman’: family, 
pretented himfelf before her afier 
her mariage with Peter had been 
publicly folemnized, fhe recollect. 
ed and acdrefled him with great 
comp! Wwenes, ss W har, thou good 
man, art they fll alive! I will 
provide fur thee.’’ And the accord- 
ingly fetiked wpon him a penton, 
Sne wes no Kelis attentive to the 
family ot her benetactor Gluck, 
who died a prituner at Mofcow; 
fl:e pentioned his widow; made his 
fon a page ; portioned the nwo eld tt 
daughters; and advanced the young- 
cf co be one of her maids of ho- 
nour, If we may believe Weber, 
fle frequently inquired after hee 
firtt hufband, and, when fhe lved 
with prince Menztkof, ufed fecretly 
to fend him final tums of money, 
until, in 1705, he was kiilkkd ina 
fhitmith wih che enerry. 


ference wih general 
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back, who, in 1702, commanded 
the Swedifh army, when fhe was 
taken captive by the Kuflians, fhe 
akked him ‘“ whether her fpoufe 
—e was not a brave foldier? 

chlippenback returning, ** Am 
* pot Jone alfo?”? Her majefty an- 
{fwered in the wes but, re- 

ating the queltion, he replied, 
Yes, tm majetty ; ood I 
may boait to have had the honour 
of having him under my com- 
mand.” 

But the moft noble part of her 
character was her peculiar humanity 
and compaffion for the unfortunate. 
peeve has paid an handfome tr- 

ute to this excellence. ‘* She had, 


in fome fort, the government of all 
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his (Peter’s) paffions; and eve, 
faved the lives of a great many 
more perfons than Le Fort was able 
to do: fhe inipired him with that 
humanity, which, in the opiniog 
ot his fubjects, nature feemed to 
have denied him, A word from 
her mouth in favour of a wretch, 
juft going to be facvificed to his 
anger, would difarm him; butif he 
was fully refolved to fatisty that 
patiion, he would give orders for 
the execution when the was abfent, 
for fear fhe fhould plead for the 
victim.” Ina word, to ufe the ex. 
preffion of the celebrated Munich, 
“ Elle étoit proprement la mediatrica 
entre le monarque et fes Jujcts,.” 
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Of th MANNERS of the EARLY GREEKS. 


[From Mr. Mirrorp’s Hiftory of Greece.] 


HE manners of a people 
receive their tone trom a 

great variety of circumftances ; 
climate ; foil; extent of territory; 
population ; religion ; government, 
monarchical or “republican, vigor- 
ous and permanent, or weak and 
changeable; fyftem of jurifpru- 
dence; adminiitration of juitice, 
ready and certain, or feeble and ir- 
regular ; {cience ; arts; commerce, 
communication with ftrangers. We 
find accordingly the manners of the 
Homeric age diftinguithed from 
thofe of fubfequent times in Greece 
by many characteriftic lines ; and 
we may obferve throughout a ftrong 
eriental tinge, which afterward 
very much faded away. Mbigra- 
tions from the Eaft into Greece had 
ecafed before Homer ; but the eatt- 
ero merchants fill ingroffed the 
little commerce of the Grecian 
towns. Afterward, whether from 
a republican jealoufy of foreigners ; 
whether from a republican indufs 
try with increafed population ; ; 
whether from a republican fruga- 
lity, with the naturally attending 
difpolition to decry foreign luxu- 
ties; or whether the propentity to 
piracy among the Greeks, with in- 
creafed naval ftreneth, deterred 
@ommerce, the intercourfe between 
the two countries leflened greatly. 
The moft ftriking features in the 
Homeric manners are that licenti- 
oufnel; is, and that hofpitality, toge- 
ther with that union, at firit view 


fo ftrange to us, of the higheft dig- 
nities with the meaneit employ- 
ments, which have prevailed in the 
Eatt fo remarkably through all 
aves, Thefe are, however, not 
the peculiar growth of any foil and 
climate. The two firft are the fel- 
dom failing produce of defective 
government; and the other wilt 
everywhere be found in an unim- 
proved ftate of fociety. The re- 
femblance borne till within this 
century by the manners of the 
Highland Scots to thofe of the Ori- 
entals in thefe particulars is ttrik- 
ing. But in Greece, though the 
ties of blood had fuch weight with 
the people among themfelves, yet 
we find nothing of clanfhip, no- 
thing of that devoted attachment 
of vaffals to the family of a chief, 
which diftinguithed many of the 
Orientals, as well as our northern 
Highlanders. While the claims of 
hereditary royalty were eftablithed 
in general opinion, fome degree of 
ref{pect would adhere to the known 
paerhed of a leader; but 
fuperior per: Mal qualities were ale 
ways neceflary to maintain even 
the pofleffion of rank and wealth. 

‘“¢ There is a paflage in the Odyf- 
fee which illuftrates remarkably at 
the fame time the government, the 
morality, and the religion of the 
ave. It was propofed among the 
fuitors of Penelope to kill her fon 
‘Telemachus, and divide his pro- 
perty. One only of them hefitated. 

1 ‘ Te 
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¢ To hill a perfon of royal race,’ 
he fays, ‘ is no light mater, Let 
us therefore confult the gods. If 
the laws of the great Jupiter ap- 

rove it, myfelf wil. be among the 
firtt both to ,crfuade and to tirike 
rhe firoke: but if the gods forbid, 
I advie to forbear.” The perfon 
thu- reprefented ferioufly expreti- 
ing doult whe her tie fouleft thur- 
der might not be committed with 
approbation of the deity, is de- 
fcribed as of high birth, refpectabic 
charatter, and fuperior underttand- 
ing. But murders were fo com- 
mon tha, without peculiar circum- 
fiances of enoriniy. they icarcely 
left a ftan upon the choracter of 
the perpetrator. Seme of the fa- 
tow ite perfonages of the Diad and 
Odyilee as the author of the Ltiay 
on the Original Genius of Homer 


has ovferved, had been guilty of 


this crime, and had fled their coun. 
try in confetjuence: not however 
to ecape purlic jultce; but to 
avoid the revenge of the relations 
of the deceaied.  |’rivate revenge 
we know was formerly almoft the 
only reraint upon the mou atro- 
cious crimes againtt padividaais in 
our oun counnrs, and fil! mo cin 
the refit of flern lurope ; in O- 
mich that, in the wer'\ne.s of pub- 
lic ju'iice, private revenge ¢ven re- 
eived the fuoction, and was put 
under the vuivance of the law. 
tience it was thar umony the carly 
Greeks, asin general through the 
Eat, a numerous progeny was 10 
pa ticuliriv e!cem.d a great blefi- 
ing to parents. A numerous famuiyv 
was abvays a powerful faints ¢ it 
could do juttice to itfeif; and, if 
unanimouily fo anechoe’, imiure 
ethers ith impr nity. Vat & cru- 
elty, violence and oppre Tier,” 
tne writ 
Rudi 


hie, > 4 


furs 

. 4} . } } = Jj 
CT UU mentionte, WHO wad 
d oriental manners from the 


ly the refult of 


re jo exile 
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defect 've government, that it is un. 
neceflary to look for aay other Ree 
neral cauie of the fcenes of this 
fort with which Homer abounds in 
comimon with other ancient writers, 
and agreeably to the prefent man. 
ners of the aft. For when every 
man 15 in great mea‘ure judge in 
his own caufe, vices of this clafs 
are not only more frequent, but 
lefs criminal thanina civil: zed fate, 
where the individual transfers his 
refenitments to the community, and 
private injury expects redrefs trom 
public juitice. Where the legifla- 
ture does not engave for our pere 
[ inal fecurity, we havea right to 
ule (uch means as are in our power 
to dettroy the aggreflor who would 
daitroy us. In ftuch cafes bodily 
ftrength and courage mull decide 
moit coute(is; while, on the other 
han, crait, cunnine, and furprize 
are the legitimate weapons ot the 
weak agaait the trony. We aec- 
cordingly tiad, that both the anci- 
ent and the modern hittory of the 
katt is a continued feene of blood. 
fhed and treachery.” Thefe very 
jut reflections may teach us to exe 
ercife our pity and {pare our cenfure 
on human nature in fuch unfortu. 
nate encumtlances. 

& Hofpitalitv,”’ fays the fame wri 
ter, who had en) yed fuch } culiar 
means of information on thegiubd- 
ject, “ p-evads in moft countnes, 
and in the different provinces of 
cach coustry, very much im pro- 
p tion to the idienefs, paserty, 
and in ccurity which a tend a detec. 
tive police. It is fome confolation, 
in to wretched a fiate of loce tt, 
thar this virtue flould be mott cul- 
tivated where it is moit wanted. Tg 
Arata, tins rights of hoip tal tv, [oe 


proyerl called the point o! honour 
ot tlic boa . are the ha; b butitie 
tute of poiitis eliw; hich in tome 


degrcwtupplics the place of 
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sonnecting, by a voluntary inter- 
courfe of “good offices, thoie vaga- 
bond tribes, who defpife legifla ion, 
deny the perfect riyhts of mankind, 
and fet the civil magittrate at deti- 
ance: 2 ftrong inttance of that 
fympathizing: principle in the fo- 
cial conttitution of our nature, 
which the wifeft government will 
encourage, and w hich the moit de- 
praved cannot fupprefs.” In con- 
firmation of thefe judicious remarks, 
we find it eflablithed as a principle 
in Homer, that * to thofe no: to- 
tally void of the feclings of huma- 

nity, the gueft and the fuppliant 
fhould be as a near relation ;’’ and 
he gives them a divine right to 
kind treatment, alledging, that 
“the ttranger and the poor are 
from Jove.’” The liberties taken 
by fuppliant ftrancers, and the con- 
fidence repofed in them, were con 
fonant to thefe principles. Ulyties, 
fuel alone from fhipwreck on an 
unk: own coal, goes without intro- 
duction to the palace of the hing 
of the country, which is reprefent- 
ed as fingularly rich and fplendid, 
enters the apartments, and finding 
the king and queen at fupper with 
the principal nobies, abruptly ad- 
drefies his fupplication to the 
queen. Not only kindnefs but ho- 
your is unmediately fhown to hin ; 


’ 


be is lodeed in the palace: and the 
‘ ae “t, 4 aha es ps ACC > al M4 si 


next day the king, recomme ndiog 
hin to ny few in an afilembly of the 
people, declures at the fame time 


not who he wa. 
it feems, indecd, to have been a ce- 
, . . . . 7%. 
erat pont of civility, not hatily 
te afk ane (ir ‘ 
WR any ttra who he was. 


that he knows 


neer 


dtciemachus ex Mentor, landing 
in the port Mylus, find the ve- 
nerable ni sll p ince of the 
country, with the ailembied Pvlian 
people on the fh re, in the midtt ot 
the cerem. ny of a magnificent pub- 


li Ey Tet ‘ 
citcntce. Phe ftrangers are no 


Woner perceived appreaching than 


4 
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the Pylians crowd to meet theni, 
falute them in terms of friendfhip, 
and invite them to partake of tue 
feait which always followed a fs 
crifice, and which indeed feems to 
have been an effential part of the 
ceremony. They were, however, 
not left to the civility of the mul- 
tirude, Peiliftratus, ton of Neftor, 
advancing before the reft, took 
them by the hand, and placed them 
at table by his royal tather and his 
elder brother. When the meal was 
over, Nc w {poke in the.e remark- 
able tcriuo: ** Now the flrangers 
have fatistied themfelves with eat- 
ing, it will be proper to alk them 
who they are, and whence. they 
come. Strangers, who are yous 
und whence come you, navigating 
the watery ways? Is it for any bu- 
fine{s, or do you roam at large, as pi- 
rates over the fea; thofe who wan- 
der rithing their own lives, and 
bringing e vil upon others?” Thus 
cydides, than whom none could be 
beter quuolified to judge, believed 
this to be a faithful picture of the 
mnanners of his ancettors; and he 
obferves upon it, that Netor’s 
quettion was in the common way 
of inquiry, and not at all implying 
daubs whether the tranyeors were 
worthy of his hofpitality, or fit 
company for his table, though they 
pirates. Telemactase and 
atrerward voting as he 
but not perfonally 
elaus king of Sparta, 
themicives, nor 


i} iwiit be 
Pejlithratt 
red tary cuel 

known, to Met 
nenher announce 


does anv one beaq ure Who they are, 
The ed nly aA rmed by One 


in outhe old that unknown 
trancers juft se in a chariot 
are waiting without, expraffes dif- 
pleafure at the mention of a doubt 
whether they were to be treated in 
r provited elfewhere 5 
orders that they fhould be immedi- 
ately introduced into the hall where 
he pas at a public {upper 


reo 
eae 


the palace o 


i 


f-er3 ser 
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with his court, places them by him- 
felf at table, and then tells them 
that, after they have fupped, he 
will afk them who they are, and 
whence they came. .In the fame 
manner, in a former part ot the 
poem, Teclemachus himfelf is re- 
prefented expretiing indignation at 
the Ieaft delay of civility to a 
ftranger whom he obferves at the 

te of his father’s palace; goes 
out himfelf to receive him, “and 
tells him that he fhafl fir* fup, and 
then declare his erra From 
thefe offices of hofpitality, once 
performed, new and {till more fa- 
cred rights arofe, which did not 
expire with the perfons who gave 
érigin to them, but defeended to 
all the pofterity of either parry. 
A man was eculiarly bound to 
fhow kindnefs to an_ hereditary 
gueft ; to one who had entertaine d 
any of his anceftors, or who had 
been entertained by them. 

“ How neceflary this generous 
point of honour was, to ‘alleviate 
the miferies to which mankind in 
that unfettled ftate of law and go- 
vernment were liable, we may ga- 
ther from many lively and atfecting 
pictures fcattered through Hoimer’s 
poems. Befide the general incom- 

tency of governments to fecure 
internal order, the bett regulated 
were in perpetual danger of ruin 
from foreign enemies and this ruin 
was crvel. was complete. * Thete 
are the evils,’”’ we are fold in the 


Iliad, ** that follow the capture of 
a town: the men are killed; the 
city is burnt to the ground ; the 


women and children of all ranks 
are carried off for flaves.”” ** Wretch 
that [ am,” fays @he venerable 
Priam, *¢ what evil does the great 
jepicr bring on me in my sold: age! 

y fons ‘lain, my @aughters drag- 
ged into flavery > violence pervad- 
ing even the ‘chambers of my pa- 
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lace; and the very infants dafhed 
againit the grou. id in horrid {port 
ot war. I my felt, flain in the vaig 
office of defence, thall be the prey 
of my own dows. perhaps in my 
very palace-vates !” 
‘Where fuch was war, the man- 
ners of warriors, even of the no. 
bieft characters, could not be with. 
out flains of barbarifin and illibe. 
rality. We find, in the lliad, mea 
of higheft rank, meeting in battle, 
addrefs each other in Lin; guage the 
mott grofly infulting : they threat. 
en, they revile, and fometimes j je! 
ina very unfeemly manner on ihe 
misfortunes of their 
‘¢ You whom the Gre 
above others,” 


adverfari 
ks fo} hoRour 
fay: ! icc tor to D: - 
med, * are no better thana woe 
man. Go, wretch!’ Then follows 
ye reafon of this perfonal anger; 
You think to florm our city, and 
carry off our women in you r fhips,” 
After this the added threat hon ever 
will not appear unreafonable : «My 
arm,’ continues Hector, * Mall fire 
fend you to the Sarna deities,” 
With minds thus heated, and inan- 
ners thus roughened, it is no Wwone 
der if we find chiefs of the fatms 


nation and army uf great illiberal- 


ity of language one to another, Of 
this, not to mention a difpute fo 


extreme as that beiween Agameme 
non andAchilles, Heétori ina f{peec 
toPolydamas, and Oilean Ajax told . 
mencus, afford remarkable cxamples, 


‘} yt was little ufual to giv 
quarter. ‘* Why fo tender-heari- 
ed 2?”’ fays Ag: amemnon to Mer 
laus, feemng him helitate while a 


=z ro} in of high rank. who had had 
the misfortune to be difubled by 
being thrown from his chariot, was 
begging for lite? * Are you and 
your houfe fo bcholden to the Tre- 
jans? Let ret one of them efcape 
dettruftion from our hands; 1% 
not the child within his mother’s 

wou. 
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womb. Let all perith unmourned ; 
let not a veltige of them be feen 
remaining.’ The poet g ‘ives the fanc- 
tion of his own approbati on to this 
inhumanity in a pr ince by no incans 
wenerally characterifed inhuman : 
‘ ¢ itwas juitly {poken,’ fays ! iomer; 

¢and he turned his brother’s mind.’ 
Menelaus, according ty, pufhed a- 
way the noble fup pliant, an id the 
king of men hiunfelf was the exe- 
cutioner who put the unrehiting 
wretch to death. Hector, in whom 
find fo many amiable qualities, 
was not lefs ith this bar- 
barous {j When he 
had killed Patroclus, and ftripped 
him on the fpot of -h's divine 
mour, he polipoved the mott prei- 


infected w 


rit of fits 


ace, 


“ are 


ing and moft impoitant concerns, 
equally of h:imielf and ot his 
vratification - 


ways to the 
weak 1eve ge 5 lot, Ing feht of : 
the greater obj iects ot battle nit 
he fir uggled tor the naked corie, 
with intention to complete its con- 
_ by giving it to be devoured 
» ‘Trojan dogs - and to make his 
vengeance laiiing by Uepriving | it 
of thofe tuncral sites which were 
in the opinion of the times, necef- 
fary to the repofe of fouls after 
We mutt not the 
wonder that the common 
ould «delight in 


rejore 
, } . 
Greeks 
* r% Ps “<r 1 > 
WOUDGINE tne 
— a a — 
tor himielf whe 
Ou! h 


he was fuon after flain; nor it 
veto attribute peculiar ferocity to 
. 


Ach Iles for the 
indignities with which he treated 
it; fince both the mo rality and the 
reli gion of his age, far from con- 
demning fuch conduct, evid ‘ently 
taught him to conider it as direct- 
ed, n at indeed by huma nity, bur 
by fi focial atles ion, and eniorcec 1 t Oy 
that Piety, fuch as it was, which 
the goals of his country require. 
M hen the unfortunate monarch of 
‘Toy caine afterward in perfon to 


' ‘ 
wwe character of 


ebay oh) 


i723 


" ety tes 
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beg the body of his heroic fon, we 
find the conduct of Achilles marke 
ed by a fuperior fpirit of genes 
rous humanity. Yet in the very 
act of granting the pious requett, 
he doubt ts if he is quite excufable 
to the foul of his de par: ed friend, 
for remitting the extremity of ven- 
geance \ ih he had m editated, 
and reftoring the corfe to receive 
the rites af b nial, Ayreeably to 
this cruel {pirit of warlare, the 
token of victory was the head of 
the principal perfon of the vane 
quithed flain fixed on a pott. ‘The 
milder temper of a more civilized 
ave abolifhed this cuftom, and it 
became ufual for the conqueror on- 
ly to fufpend a fuit of armour on 
a poft; which, thus adorned, was 

termed « trophy. Perhaps -fire- 
arms have contributed te humanize 
The moit cruel flrokes to indi- 
viduals are now generally in a great 
meaiure the eflect of chance; for 
it (eldom can be afcertained from 
what hand precifely they come, and 
revenge thus wants its ob ject. Other 
favourable circumitiances it is true 
have aflified; but this, it may 
fairly be pre umed, has had its 
fhare in making revenge alien to 


modern wart 


War. 


Arle 
~~ 7 1 


«* While tuch were the horrors 


of war continually threatening, not 
frontier proimes of extentfive 
calms, but evcry man’s door, we 
nay wonder at any progreis that 


civility and the arts of peace had 
mat smong muonhind ;— that 
a paca: elegance, and 
alwott that any thing beyond mere 

lite, were thoucht 


~ 


necefluries of” 
worth any pains to acquire, But, 
amid the alarms of violence and 
opprefiion, the f{pirit of hofpitality, 
fo generally diffuled, often alleviate 
ed misfortune; poe ‘ven in the 
crafh of netions, many individusls, 
if they could fave only their lives 
i fem 
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from the general ruin, were at no 
lofs for refuurces. ‘This extenfive 
communication of the rights of hof- 
pitality was of powerful effect to 
humanize a favage people, to ex- 
cite a relifh for elegance in ttyle of 
living, and to make the more re- 
fined joys of fociety more eagerly 
fough:, as well as more ecafily ob- 
tained. There was in Homer’s 
time great diffcrenee in the poflef- 
fions of individuals: fome had 
larve tratts of land with numerous 
herds and flocks; others had none. 
This ftate of things is generally fa- 
vouruble to the ‘arts; a tew, who 
have a fuperabundance of wealth, 
being better able, and generally 
more willing to encourage them 
than numbers who have only a 
competency. ‘The communication 
of the rights of hofpitality would 
alfo affift toward the prefervation 
of property to thofe families which 
had once acquired it, A fort of 
affociation was thus formed, which 
in fome decree fupplied the want of 
a regular adminittution of law. 
Without fome fecurity thus derived 
we fhould fearcely have found dit- 
tinction of rank {o itrongly marked 
as itisin Homer. A man of rank, 
it appears, might be known by his 
gait and manners under every dif- 
guife of a mean habit, and mean 
employment. ‘This could never be 
without a wide diitinction exiting 
through fucceffive generations. A 
youth is deicribed elegant in his 
drefs, and delicate in his perfon ; 
¢ fuch,’ fays the poct, ¢ as the fons 
of princes ufually are.’ It is re- 
markable that the youth, thus de- 
fceribed, was in the employment of 
a thepherd. Strength, .however, 
and activity always go to the de- 
fcription of Homer’s men of rank : 
but luxury, fuch as it was in thofe 
davs, never is mentioned as unbe- 
coming a hero; though it was more 
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vi ic arly - iV} Te 
| wacularly the privilege of 
aged. The wealth 


the 
’> a we h: 

already obferved, had houtes a 
of freeftone, {fpacious, and with 
many apartments on different 
and we find all the offices to 
pected in a great family performed 


floors: 
be eX. 


with much regularity, The di. 
rections which Penelope’s houfe. 
keeper gives to the menial fervants 
for the butinefs of the day mich: 
ftill ave in the Fat without varias 
eal Go quickly, fhe faid, 

ome of you tweep the houfe, and 
fprinkle it; and let the crimfog 
carpets be fpread upon the feats ; 
let all the tables be well rubbed 
with fpunges, and wah carefylly 
the bowls and the cups. Some of 
you go immediately to the fountain 
for water.’ No lefs than twenty 
went on this errand. The whole 
number of maid-fervants were fifty; 
nor, however, all employed in 
houfhold bufinefs, but probably 
moft of them in the manufacture 
of cloth, and making of clothes 
for the family. Men-tervants wait- 
ed at meals ; and thofe of Ulyfles’s 
houfhold are defcribed as comely 
youths, handfomely clothed, and 
always meat im their appearance. 
Servants ot both fexes feem to have 
been all flaves. 

‘¢ It appears indeed, as we have 
already remarked, that fince the 
age of Hercules and Thefeus, con- 
fiderable progrefs had been made 
in eitablithing the powers of go- 
vernment over Pcloponnefus a 
leaft, and giving fecurity to the 
country. No apprchenfion of fuch 
dangers as Thefeus found in the 
way trom Traezene to Athens 13 
mentioned in the account of Tele- 
machus’s journey from Pylos to 
Sparta. Without attendants Tele 
machus and Peififtratus fet out in a 
chirior drawn by two horfes, They 
carry with them provifions >: 
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day. In the evening they arrive 
at Pharx, W here they are enter 
rained by Liocles, a chet of tae 
country. The next cvening they 
arrive at Sparta 5 : and their return 
affords no inore varicty of it tory. 

«“ Homer has left us many pte- 
tures of his herees in their hours 
of relaxation with the goblet cir- 
culating. It has indeed been very 
anciently obferved, that he fhows 
himielf frongly difpofed to focial 
and con’ ivial enjoyme nt. Herace 
hes aggrav: ated the remark into a 
reproach. Yet allowing for the 
pe ‘culiarities of the manners of the 
heroic ages, molt of whieh are ftill 
found in the Eatt, there ts great 
elegance in Homer’s convivial 
meciings, Once he makes exprefs 
mention of drunkennefs: but the 
anecdute forms a itrone Ieflon to 
deter from that vice; (Mowing, by 
aterrible example, that perions of 
the higheit rank and moit refpec- 
able character, if they yield to in- 
temperance, reduce themfelves for 
the time to a level with the lowett 
and moit profligate, and are liable 
to every indignity. But at the 
featts of the great the fong of the 
bard feldom failed to make a prin- 
- part of the entertainment. 

1¢ bard indeed feems to have 
“ie a perfon of importance in the 
hou'chold eflablifiment of every 
wealthy chief. His know ledge and 
memory, in the deficiency of books, 
were to fupply the place of a libra- 

y: his ikill in muic and poetry 
were to convey the inffruction in 
the moit avreeable manner, and in- 
form, even when pleafure was the 
Only apparent object. In one in- 
stance Homer attributes extraordi- 
nary authority to the bard, A 
giliheus ‘could not accomplih his 
purpote of poffeiling himfelf of the 
perfon of Clytemneftra and the 
principal fway in the Argian go- 


vetnment, till he had removed the 
bard whom Agamemnon had ap 
pointed the chic *} counfellor to the 
a en in his abfence, 

* Women in the Homeric age 
enjoyed more freedom, and com- 
municated more in bufinefg and 
amufement among men, than in 
fubfequent ages has been ufual in 
thofe eattern countries ; far more 
than at Athens in the flowifhing 
times of the commonwealth. In 
the iad we find Helen and Andro- 
mache appearing frequently in coms 
pany with the Trojan chiefs, and 
entcring freely into the converfa- 
tion, ‘Attended only by one or 
two maid-fervants, they walk thro” 
the tircets of Troy as bufinefs or 
fancy lead them. Pe nelope, per- 
fecuted as fhe is by her fuitors, 
does not fcruple oceafionally to 
jhow herfelf among them; and 
{carcely more referve feems to have 
becu impofedon virgins than on mare 
ricd women. -Equally indeed Ho- 
mer’s elegant culogies and Hefiod’s 
fevcre farcafm prove women to have 
been in their days important mem- 
bers of fociety . The charaétter of 
Penelope in the Odvflee is the com- 
pleteit panegyrie upon the os 
that ever was compoted ; and 1 
languave can give a more ele dw 
or a more highly coloured picture 
of conjugal affeétion than is dif- 
played in the converfation between 
Hector and Andromache in the fixth 
book of the Iliad. Even Helen, 
in {pite of her failings, and inde. 
pendently of her beauty, fteals up- 
on our hearts, in Homer’s defcrip- 
tion, by the e modetty of me deporte 
ment an 1 ce lee: ince oO fh r mane 
ners. rin all oceafions - leed He- 
mer fhows a difpofition to favour 
the fex: civility and attention to 
them he attributes moft particularly 
to his greatelt characters, to Achil- 
les, and {till more remarkably to 
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Hector. The infinite variety of 
his fubjects, and the hiftorieal na- 
ture of his poems, led him necef- 
farily to fpeak of bad women: but 
even when the black deed of Cly- 
semnettra calls for his utmott repro- 
bation, flill his delicacy toward the 
fex leads him to mention it in a 
manner that might tend to guard 
againit that reproach which would 
be liable to involve all for the 
wickednefs of one. With fome 
things of courfe widely differing 
from what prevails in diftant cli- 
mates and diftant ages, we yet find 
ia general the moit perfect decency 
and even elegance of manners in 
Homer’s defcriptions of the inter- 
courfe of men and women. Of 
this Helen’s converfations on the 
walls of Troy in the Iliad, and in 
her court at Sparta in the Odyflee, 
afford remarkable examples. One 
oftice of civility indeed, which we 
find uivally performed by women 
in the heroic aye, may excite our 
wonder: the bufinefs of attending 
men in bathing feems to have been 
peculiar to women ; and, in com- 
pliment to men of rank, was per- 
formed by virgins of the highett 
rank. When Telemachus vifited 
Nettor at Pylcs, the ofice of waih- 
ing and clothing him was ailigned 
to the beautitul Polycaite, the vir- 
gin-daughter of the venerable mo- 
narch. When Ulyiles appeared as 
an unknown ttranger in his own pa- 
Jace, the quecn Penelope, uninferm- 
ed who or what he was, merely in 


purfuance of the common rights of 


hofpitality, directed her young 
maids to attend him to the bath. 
Uiyiies retuied the honour, and de- 
fired an old woman; but the pret 
feems to have thought it necetlary 
that he fhould apologize very part!- 
cularly for fuch a i lari Re- 
puygnant 


inguiarity, 
as thefe 


pear to Comaren 
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jealoufy, yet cuftoms not abfolotety 
diffimilar are ftill found among the 
Arabs. Indeed the general fen. 
ments of the Turks toward the o 
male fex are a ftrange compound of 
the groflett femfualiry with the mog 
ferupulous decency. For the cre. 
dit of Homer, however, and of his 
age, it fhould be obferved, that 
among all his varicty of pictures of 
human paffion, not a hint occurs of 
thas unnatural fenfuality which af. 
terwards fo difgraced Grecian map. 
ners. 

*¢ Tt was cuftomary in the heroie 
aze, as indeed ar all times in Greece, 
for ladies of the highett rank to em. 
ploy themfelves in fpinning and 
neeclework, and in at leail direing 
the bufineis of the loom; which 
was carried on, as till lately in the 
Highlands of Scotland, for every 
family within itfelf. It was praife 
equally for a tlave and a princefs to 
be fkiltul in works of this kind. In 
Homer’s time wafhing alfo was em- 
ployment tor ladies. ‘The princels 
Nauficaa, the young and beautiful 
daughter of tlre opulent king of 
Pheacia, a country famed more for 
luxury than indutiry, went with 
her maids, ina carriave drawn by 
mules, to a fountain tn a ‘equeliers 
ed {pot at fome diftarce from the 
city, to wath the clothes ot the 
family. 

‘© Tt is matter of no fivall curio. 
firy to compare the manners and 


principles of the heroic oe of 
Greece with thofe of our Teutome 
aucettors. There are itrong lines 
of refemblanee, and th re at 


the fame time itro 


, ' ’ > eo 4 ‘ ry 
touches by which tbhev thond ditta- 


cuifhed, Greece Was » country 
hy Iding out to its p (i every 
del} rhe of which humanir 1s Cape 
ble ; but where, th h the incfh- 


Cac) Or law, t! 
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h appine fs was extremely pre- 
y NAP) hee 
aod the change frequent 


times 
CaniOUsy a 
from the height ot blifs to the depth 


of mifery. Hence, rather than 
from his natural temper, Homer 
fees to have derived a melancholy 
tinge widely ditfufed over his poens. 
He frequently adverts, in general 
reflections, to the miferes of man- 
Lind. That earth nourt{hes no ani- 
mat more milerable than ‘man, 1s 
a rewark which he puts into the 
mouth of Jupiter himfelf. His 
cwnmon epithet tor war and batrle 
is *eeartul.’ With the nerthern 
bards, on the contrary, war and 
battle were fubjects of higheit joy 
and merriment: and this idea was 
fupported in f.ct, we are well aflur- 
ed, toa moft extraordinary degree. 
Yet there was more generofiry and 
lefs cruelty in the Gothic fpiric of 
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war than in the Grecian. Whence 
this arofe ; what circumftances gave 
the weaker fex fo much more cone 
fequence among the Teutonic na- 
tions than among tle Greeks ; how 
the {piric of gullantry, fo little 
known to this elegant and _ polifhed 
people, fhould arife and gain fuch 
univerfal influence among the fierce 
unlettered favages of the North ; 
that gallantry which, with many 
fantaftical and fome mifchievous ef+ 
fects, has produced many fo highly 
falutary and honourable to mankind, 
will probably ever remain equally a 
mytiery in the hiftory of man, as 
why perfection in the fciences and 
every elegant art fhould be confined 
to the little territory of Greece, and 
thole nations which have derived it 
thence.” 





ACCOUNT of the INHABITANTS of POLAND. 


[From Mr. Coxe’s Travels into Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark. ] 


“ VP confider Poli liberty as the 

if fource of Polith wretchednels ; 
and Polind appears to me, as far as 
I can judee by the fpecimens which 
fell under my obfervation, of all 
countries the mott diitreffed. Nor 
indeed do the natives themfelves 
attempt to paliiate or deny this me- 
lancholy fact. Upon expreffing my 
furprize at one initance of the abule 
of liberty, to which I*had been my- 
tlt a witnefs, to a perfon well 
verfed in the laws of the country, 
he returned for anfwer, ** If you 
knew the confufion and anarchy of 
ovr conftitution, you would be fur- 
prized at nothing: many grievances 
neceflarily exitt even in the beft re- 
gulated itites; what then muft be 
the cafe in ours, which of all go- 
Veroments is the soft deteftable 2” 


Another, lamenting the dreadful 
fituation of his country, faid to me, 
‘© The name ot Poland ftill remains, 
but the nation no lonyver exifts: an 
univerfal corruption and venaliry 
pervades all ranks of people. Many 
of the firft nobility do not bluth to 
receive penfions from foreign courts, 
Ine protefles himfelf publicly an 
Auttrian, a fecond a Pruffian, a 
third a Frenchman, anda fourth a 
Rutan.” 

‘* The prefent fituation of the 
Polithh nation imprefled my mind 
with the mott pathetic ideas of fallen 
greatnefs ; and J could not conlider, 
without a mixture of regret and 
fympathy, a people, who formerly 
gave law tothe North, reduced to 
fo low a ftate of infignificance and 
domefiic milery. The nation has 
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few manufactures, fearcely any com- 
merce; a king almoft without au- 
thority ; the nobles in a ftate of un- 
coptrouled anarchy; the peatants 
groaning under a yoke of feudal 
defpoti{m far worfe chan the tyran- 
ny of an ablolute monarch. I 
never betore obterved tuch an ine- 
quality of fortune, fuch fudden 
tranfition from extreme riches to 
extreme poveity : wherever I turn- 
ed my cyes, luxury and wretched- 
nc{s were conitant ‘neighbours. In 
a word, the ae Poltth liberty is 
not enjoyed.in the fimallcit devre € 
by the bulk ” the people, but is 
confined among the nobles or gen- 
try. ‘The truth of thefe remarks 
will beft appear from the following 
account of the inhabitants. 

The inhabitants of Poland are 
nobles, clergy, citizens, and pea- 
fants. 

‘6 J, The nobleg are divided into 
two clafles; the members of the 
fen: ite, and of the equeftrian order. 
Having, upon a former occafion, 
defe ribed the powers which fenators 
enjoy in their collective capacity, it 
will be uoneccflury to repeat them 
in this place. 

‘¢ We fhould be greatly deceiv- 
ed if we were to underitand the 
word vxo%/e in our fenfe ot that term. 
In hg laws of Poland a noble is a 
perfon who poflefles a freehold 
etlate, or who can prove his defcent 
from anceftors formerly poflefing a 
frechold, following no trace or com- 
merece, and at liberty to choofe the 
place of his habitation. This ce- 
feription includes all perfons above 
burghers and peafants. The mem- 


bers of this body below the rank of 


fenators are called, in a collective 


ftitc, the equeftrian order; and in 
their individual capacities, nobles, 


gentlemen, freemen, land-hold- 
ers, Which appellations are fynony- 
wOUs. 
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cs All the nobles or gentry 
in the {trict letter of the law, equal 
by birth ; fo that all honours and 
titles are {uppofed to add nothing 
to their re. il dignmty, By Means of 
their reprefentatives in the diet, 
they have a fhare in the leviflotive 
authority, and, in tome cafes, as jn 
the cle cuon of a ki ne » they atiemble 
in perfon, when e ach noble is ca. 
pable of being elected a nuntio, of 
bearing the office of a fen: or, ae 
ot prefenting himfelf as a candidate 
upon a vacancy in the throue, No 
noble can be arrefted without be’ ng 
previoutly convicted, ¢ xcept in cafe : 
of high ‘treafon, murder, and robe 
bery on the highway, and then bo 
mutt be furprifed in the fact; 
can he be capitally puniihed but re 
order of the diet. The definition 
of a noble being thtis applied not 
only to perfons actually potl fling 
land, but even to the detcendants of 
former landholders, comprehends 
fuch a large body of men, that many 
of them are in a {tate of extreme ih- 
digence ; and as, accarding to the 
Polith law, they lofe their nobility 
if they follow trade or commerce, 
the moit needy generally devote 
themielves to the fervice of the 
richer nobles, who, like the old 
teudal barons, are contte intly attends 
ed by a large number of retainers. 
As ail nob les, without any dritinee 
tion, enjoy the right of VOUNG, as 
well for the choice of nunt 
the election of a king, xeeny poveny 
and their numberare tie quently pro 
ductive ot great NCONVENICHCEs 
Hence the king, who has yullly con- 
ceived a oie, it veneration tor the 
Englith cont titution, withed to 1n- 
troduce into the new code a law his 
milar to our’s relating to county 
elections, that no perfon fhould be 
entitled to a vote in the chore of 
a nuntio but thofe who polleifed a 


certain qualification in land. ‘This 
pres 
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opofition, however, has been re- 
ceived Wii h {uch marks of difatis- 
fyction, that we may conclude it 
will never be allowed to pafs into a 
~ Il. The clergy. Miciflaus, 
the firit fovercign of Poland who 
embraced Chrittianity, granted fe- 
veral immunitics and eftates to the 
clergy. His fuces flors and the rich 
nobles followed his example ; and 
the riches of this body continued 
jncreafing, as well from royal as 
private donations, until the diet, ap- 
prehentive lett in — is of time 
the greatelt part ot the eftates fhould 
pals into the hands of the clergy, 
forbad by different laws, and parti- 
cularly in 1669, the alienation of 
jands to the church, under penalty 
of forfeiture: and under the pre- 
fent reign feveral eitates have been 
confifeated which had been bettowed 
upon the clergy fince that period. 

“ From the tmme of the firlt efta- 
bliihment of the catholic religion 
by cardinal ASgidius, nuntio trom 
pope John XII. the bifhops have 
been admitted into the fenate as 
king’s counfellors.. They were 
ufuall ly appointed by the king, -and 
confirmed by the pope ; but finte 
ie - ation of the permanent coun- 
cil, they are nominated by his ma- 
jetty out of three candidates chofen 
by the council: a bi ithop, the mo- 
ment he is appointed, is of courfe 
entitled to all the privileges of a 
fenator. The archbifhlop otf Gnefna 
is primate, as we have before ob- 
ferved, the firft fenator in rank, 
- viceroy during an interregnum. 

The ecclefiatties are all tree- 
an, and, in fome particular in- 
tances, have their own courts of 
juluce, in which the canon law is 
practifed. Of thefe courts of jutlice 
peculiar to the clergy there are three 
forts; 4. The confi! torial, under 
the juri{diction of each buhop in 


his diocefe ; The metropolitan, 
under the primate, to which an ap- 
peal lies trom the bithop's court 3 
3. That of the pope’s nuntio, which 
isthe fupreme eceletiattical judicas 
ture within the kingdom, to which 
an appeal may be made both from 
the decifion of the i and of 
the primate. In cafes of divoree, 
difpenfations for marriages, and 1 in 
other inftances, the partics, as in 
all cathohe countries, muft apply 
to the pope; by which means no 
inconfiderable portion of money is 
al pon ed by the fee of Rom Ce 

* In mott civil affairs the clergy 
are judecd in the ordinary courts of 
juttice. In criminal caufes, an ec4 
clefiaftic is firft arrefled by the civil 
powers, then ‘udged in the con- 
liltory, and, if convicted, he is res 
mitted to the civil power, in order 
to undergo the penalty annexed to 
the crime of which he has been 
found guilty. One great ecclefi- 
aftical abufe, which has been abo- 
lifhed in mott other catholic coun- 
tries, {till exiits in this kingdom ; 
when the pope fends a bull into Po- 
land, the clergy publith and carry 
it into execution, without the con- 
firmation or approbation of the civil 
power. Betore 1538 ecclefiatlics 
were allowed t© hold civil empioy- 
ments, but in that year pretts were 
declared incapable of being pro- 
moted to fecular offices. They 
were alfo exempted from paying 
any taxes; but this exemption has 
been wifely taken off, and they are 
now rated in the fame manner as 
the laity, with this difference, that 
their contributions are not called 
taxes, but charitable fubfidies. 

“ IIT. The next clafs of people 
are the burghers, inhabiting towns, 
whofe privileges were formerly far 
more confiderable than they are at 
orefent. 

The hiftory of all countries, 
‘ in 
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in which the feudal fyftem has bee: 
eftablithed, bears teilimony to the 
pernicious policy of holding the 
Jower clafles of men in a tate of 
flavith fubjection. In procefs of 
time a concurrence of caules con- 
tributed gradually to foften the ri- 
gour of this tervirude with regard 
to the burghers, in feveral of the 
feudal kingdoms. Among other 
circumitances tending to their pro- 
tection, the moit favourable was the 
formation of feveral cities into bo- 
dies politic, with the privilege of 
exercifing municipal jurifdiction 
This inftitution took its rife in Italy, 
the firit country in Europe which 
emerged from barbarifm; and was 
from theace transferred to France 
and Germany. It was firit iotro- 
duced into Poland about 12<¢>, dur- 
ing the reiga of Boletlaus the Chatte, 
who, being inttructed in the Tey 
tonic or German laws hy Henry the 
Bearded, duke of Wratiflaw, granted 
firft to Cracow, and afterwards to 
feveral other towus, the privileges 
offeffed by the German cities: this 
hae of rights is called in the ita- 
tutes of Poland Jus Mag rdeburgicuim 
et Textonicums andthe caule aflign- 
ed for its introduction is, that no 
city could flourifi and increafe un- 
der the feudal laws, In the thir- 
teenth and following centuries the 
kings and great barons buiit feveral 
towns, to all which they granted a 
charter of incorporation, conceived 
iu the following terms: ** Trans- 
fero bane villam ex jare Polonico in 
jus The beneficial 
tendency of this polirical regulation 
foon appe ared. By a fadden i increafe 
of population and w ealth, the burg- 
hers of fome of the principal free 
towns acquired fuch a degree of im- 
portance and contideration, as to 
give their afflent to treaties, and 
fend deputies to the national affem- 
bly: anoble was not degraded by 


eat 99 
Y¢ id: ONC? Jie 





ACCOUNT of the INHABITANTS of POLAND 


being a burgher, and a burgher Was 
capable of F bely ivy an otheer ot the 
crown. A treaty which Cafimir 
the Great entered into with the 
knig vhts of the ‘T utonic ord: r, Wag 
not ‘only figned by the king and the 
prin ipal nobles, but alfo by 
burghers of Cracow, Potion, 
dc mur, a id other towns ane under 
the fame monarch Wi erneik, bur. 
gomaller of Cracow, was fubsarihal 
and treafurer of the crown. 

“¢ The burgh: rs enjoyed the pri. 
vileges juft meno ied during the 
Jaghelon line, as appears from the 
different aéts of Sigitmond 1. and 
his fon Sigifmond Auguflus. Dur. 
ing the reign of the former the 
nobles endeavoured to exclude the 
depuiies of Cracow trom the diet; 
Due that monarch not only confirm. 
ed the night of that city to tend re: 
pretentatives, but even decreed, that 
the quizens were included withia 
the clafs of nobles. 

* When the crown became wholly 
elective, the burzhers fuflered con- 
tinual encroachments on their pni- 
vileges at every lomination of a 
new foyereign : “they loft the right 
of potlefing lands, exce; pting withe 
ina imell diftance of their towns, 
of iending deputies to the 
we were of « excluded from 
all thare of che legiflutive dauta rity. 
The principal caufe of this 
lion was, that as the burghers 
not obliged, by the nature of their 
tenures, to march azaint the nes 
ny, but were only under the ne- 
ceflity of surnifhiag arms and wag- 
cons for the ule of the army; they 
incurred, theretore, the conrempt 
of the warlike gentry, “hbo, in the 
true {pir it of feudi tle rrogance, Con- 
fidered all occupations, burt that of 
War, as beneath a tre reman, and all 
perfons, not ho: it nd fo mii! vary {cer- 
vices, as unqual) fic “do for the admi- 
nittration of public affuirs. Bu 
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‘The burghers, however, ftill 
enjoy 2 conticerable portion ot free- 
dom, and poflets the following in- 
munities : they clect their own bur- 
gomatter and cou ncil; they regulate 
their interior police, and have their 
own criminal courts of jultce, 
which decide without appeal. A 
burcher, when plaintiff agaiuit a 
noble, is obliged to carry the caute 
into the conrts of juttice belonging 
to the nobles, where the judgment 
is final: when defendant, he mutft 
be cited before the mauittrates of his 
ewn town, fron? whence an appeal 
lies only tothe king in the affefforisl 
tribunal. To this exemption from 
the jurifdiciion of che nobles, though 
only in one {pecies of caules, the 
burghers owe whatever degree of 
independence they fill retain; as 
without this Immunity they would 
long ago have been reduced to a 
ftate of vailalage. 

“1V. the peafants in Poland, 
as in all feudal governments, are 
ferfs or flaves ; and the value of aa 
eltate 1s not citimated fo much from 
its Extent, as from the number of 
are transferred 
from one matter to another hke fo 
many head of cattle. 


“ The pe 


: 
} 
i 


nS pealants, woo 


iiants, however, are 
not all in an equal Rate of fubjec- 
tion: they are difliaguiihed into two 
forts; 1. German: 2. Natives. 

* During ry of Boletlaus 


, 


the rel 
the Ch tle. ind more particularly 
inthat of Cafimir the Great, many 
Germans fettled in Poland, who 
Were mduleed in the ufe of the 


} 
‘ 


German laws: and 


I their defcendants 
fill cont 


inue to enjoy feveral pri- 


Vieges Dot pofiefied by the gene- 
ality of Poly p afants. The good 
iets ot thefe privileges are verv 
iii le in the general ftate of their 
Comenic a@conomy: their villages 
are better bunie, and their fields 


‘led, than tnole Wwaica 
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belony to the native Poles: they 
poife(s more cattle, pay their quit- 
rents to their lords with greater ex- 
actnefs; and, when compared with 
the others, are cleaner and neater 
in their perfons. 

*¢ 2, The flivery of the Polifh 
peafants is very ancient, and was 
always extremely rigorous. Unril 
the time of Catimir the Great, the 
lord could put his peafant to death 
with impuniry, and, when che lat- 
ter had no children, contidered him- 
felt as the heir, and feized all his 
effects. In 1347 Calimir preferibed 
a fine tor the murder of a peafant, 
and enacted, that, in cafe of his 
deceafe without iffue, his next heir 
fhould inherit. ‘The fame fove- 
reign alfo decreed, that a peafant 
was capable of bearing arips as a 
foldier, and that therefore he oughe 
to be contidered as afree man. But 
thefe and other regulations, by 
which that amiable monarch endea- 
voured to alleviate the mileries of 
the vaffuls, have proved tnetiectual 
againit the power and tyranny of 
the nobles, and have been enher 
abrogated or cluded. ‘Thot law, 
whch @ives the property of a pea- 
fant dying without ilue to the next 
of kin, was intlantly rendered nue 
catory by an old “Potith maxim, 


* ‘That no flave can carry on any 
procefs againtt bis matter,” and 
even the fine for his murder was 
feldom levied, on account of the 


numerous dilhealties which attend 
the conviction of a noble tor this or 
env otherenormity. So far indeed 
trom beme inclined to foften the 
fervitude of their vaffa's, the nobles 
have afcertained and eftablithed it 
by repeated and pofitive ordinances. 
An able Polith writer, in a bene- 
volent treatife addrefled to the chane 
ceilor"*Zamowki, obferves, that in 
the {latutes of Pol ind there are above 
one huodied liws unfavourable to 


the 
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the peafants, which, among other 
grievances, erect fummary tribu- 
nals fubject to no appeals, and im- 

fe the feverett penalties upon thote 
who quit their villages without 
leave. From thefe numerous and 
rigorous edi¢ts to prevent the elope- 
meat of the pealants, the fame hu- 
mane aythor juitly infers the ex- 
treme wretchedneis of this oppreiied 
clafs of men, who cannot be ce- 
tained in the place of their nativity 
but by the terror of the fevereit pu- 
nifhment. 

‘¢ The native peafants may be 
divided into two forts: 1. Peatants 
of the crown; 2. Pealants belong- 
ing to individuals. 

4, Peafants ot the crown are 
thofe who are fettled in the great 
fiefs of the kingdom, or in the roval 
demefnes, and are under the jurif- 
dictions of the tarofts. It the 
crown-pesfants are opprefied by 
thefe Juag’s, they may lodge a 
complaint in the roval cours ot 
juitice ; and, fhould the ttaroit en- 
deavour to obiiruct the procets, the 
king can order the chancellor to 
iffue a fafe-conduct, by which he 
takes the injured perion under bis 
protection : and alihough in mott 
cafes the corrupt adminitlvanon of 
juttice, and the fuperior imilucace 
of the ftarotts, prevent a complain- 
ant from obtaining any efectual re- 
drefs even in the king’s courts ; 
the very poffib.lity of procuring re- 
lief is fome check to injuilice, and 
dome alleviation of dillres. 

‘6 2, Peafants belorg ng to indi- 
viduals are at the abtuluic ditpofal 
of their matter, and have fearcely 
any politive fecurnty, enher 
their properties or their lives. Unni 
3768 the itatutes of Poland only 
exaéted a fine from a lord who kill- 
ed his flave; but in that year a de- 
cree palled, that the murder ot a 


vel, 


ior 
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prafant was a capital crime; yer. 4 
the law in queition requires fuch ap 
accumulanion of evidence as is fel. 
dom to be obtained, it has more 
the appearance ot protecuon than 
the realty. 

‘+ How deplorable mutt be the 
ftate ot that country, when a law of 
that nature was thought requitite to 
be enacted, yet 1S fond incapable 
ot being aforeed. Tae generality, 
indeed, ot the Polith nobles are not 
inclined either to ettablith or give 
eflicacy to any regulations in favour 
of the peafants, whom they {carcee 
ly coniider as entitled to the com. 
mon rights of humanity. A jew 
nobles, how ever, of “benevolent 
hearts and enlightened underttand. 
IN’ Sy have acted upon different 
principles, and have ventured upon 
the ng liberty to 


expedient of why 
their vailals The event-.has fhow- 
ed this project to be no lefs judicious 
than humane, no lefs triendiy to 
their own interefts than to the have 
pine {3 of their peatints ; or it a 
pears that in the ditir: 


tor 1 ape 
‘tes mn which 


the new arraneement has been in- 
roduced, the population of their 
Villages ys conlidcrably increuted, 


and the revenues of their eitates 
augmented ma triple proportion. 
“ ‘Phe tirit noble who granted 
freedoin to his peafants was Zamois 
ik, formic rly one il chancel vr. wha 
in 176c, entranchifed fix villages in 
the palanmate of Matovia. Toefe 
villayes were, In 1777, vilited by 
the author of the VPatrotic Letrers, 
from whom I reccived the following 
information: On intpecting the pas 
rith-reaitiers of births from 1750 to 
1760, thatis, during the ten years 
ot flaverv immediately preceding 
their enfranchiftement, he tound the 
number of births 434; in the firit 


ten Vears ot therr treedom, trom 
77° OlO 5 


and trom 1779 
to 


1700 to 1 
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to the beginning of 1777, 585 
births. By thete “extracts it appear- 


d that 
r “ Puring the fir(t) 


period there were only 
43 birt ths > 
fecond period 62 


third period 79 J 
It we 1uppote an impi “ovement of 


this fort to take place throughout 
the kingdom, how great would be 
the increale ot national population ! 

« The revenues of the fix vil- 
lages, fince their enfranchifemenr, 
have been augmented in a much 
greater proporuon than their popu- 
lation. in their ftate of vatialage 
Zamoifki was obliged, according to 
the cuftom of Poland, to build cot- 
tayes and barns for his pealants, and 
wo ‘furnith them with feed, hories, 
ploughs, and every implement of 
ayriculture : finee their attainment 
of liberty they are become fo eaty 
in their circumitances, as to provide 
themfelves with all thefe neceflaries 
at their own expence; and they 
likewife cheerfully pay an annual 
rent, in heu of the manual labour, 
which their matter formerly exacted 
trom them. By thefe means the 
receipts of this particular eitate have 
been nearly tripled. 

“ Upon hening the deed of en- 


each year. 





franchiiement otf the fix villages, 
their benevolent mailer intimated 
fome apprehentions to the inhabi- 
tants, Iecit, e: couraged by their 


freedom » they thould fall into every 
fpecies of licentiouinefs, and com- 


mit more ditorders hie when they 
were flaves. The fimplicity and 
ape n . . — 

ZO0a fente of their aniwer 1s re- 


matkable. ** \When we had no other 
property,” returned they, ** than 
the iiick which we holdin our hands, 
We were deltitute of all encourage- 
ment to a oe conduct; and, hav- 
Ing nothing t » lofe, acted on all 
Octalions in an inconfiderate man- 
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ner: but as foon as our houfes, our 
lands, and our cattle, are our own, 
the tear of forfeiting them will be a 
conflant reiiraint upon our a¢tions.” 
The fincerity of this afleruon was 
manitetted by the event. While 
they were in a ttate of fervitude, 
Zamoitki was occationally obliged 
tO pay fines tor diforaers committed 
by his peafants, who, in a ttate of 
drunkennels, would attack and 
fometimes kill paffengers: fince 
heir treedom he has ieldom re- 
ceived any complaints of this fort 
again them. ‘Thefe circumitances 
decitively contute the - vrounded 
furmiies entertamed by mony Poles, 
that their vaflals are too licentious 
and ungovernible not to make an 
ill ule of freedom. Zmoifki, 
pleated with the thrivine flate of 
the fix villages, has entranchiled the 
pealants on all his eitutes. 

‘© The example ot Zamoifki has 
been followed by Chreptow iz, vices 
chancellor of Lithuania, and the 
abbé Bryzotowtkt, with timilar fue- 
cels. 1 was informed by a perfoa 
who had vitited the abbé’s eitate at 
Pawlowo near Vilna, that the hap- 
py countenance and comfortable air 
ot there peatants made them appear 
race of men trom the 
wretched tenants of the ne hbours 
ing viluges. The peatan s, pene- 
trated with a fenie or their matter’s 
kindneis, have erected, at their own 
expence a pili: ar Wi h an infers ion 
-xpreflive Of thei i! ratiude and ale 
tection. 

‘© Prince Staniflaus, nephew to 
the king of Poland, has warmly pae 
tronized the plan of giving liberty 
to the peafants. His own ,00d fenfe 
and natural bumanity, inprowd 
during his relidence in Ereland by 
avicw of that equal lborty which 
pervaces every rank of men, have 
raifed hin above the prejudice too 
prevalent among his countrymen ; 

1 he 


a difterent 
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he has enfranchifed four villages not 
far from Warfaw, in which he has 
pot only emancipated the peafants 
from their flaverv, but even con- 
deicends to direct their aftuirs. 1 
had the honour of hulding feveral 
converiations with him upon this 
fubjeét. He explained to me in the 
moit fatistaciory minner, that the 
grant of tre dom was no le!s advan- 
tageous to the lord than to the pe a- 
fait tT. provi eda the tormer is willl ing 
to iuperintend their conduct for a 
few yéars, and to put them in a 
way of acung for themielves ; for 
fuct’ is the ignorance of the gene- 
yality among the boors, ariling trom 
the abject flavery in whieh they are 
held, and fo little have they beer 
uiually left to their own diferetion, 


that few at firit are equal to the 
proper management of a farm. 


From a conviction of thefe f.ét, 
the prince, whoie knowledge and 
benevolence I fhall ever revere, 
continues his attention to their con- 
cemns: he vibts their cottages, fug- 
getts improvements in agriculture, 
inttruéts them in the mode of rear- 
ing cattle and bees, and points out 
the ervers into which ipnorance 
and incapacity occalioually betray 
them. 

The example of this prince, 
gieat by bis rank, bur fall greater 


by his humanity, can fcarcely toil of 


producing its due etlect, ¢ pecially 


as he intends giving to the public 
his arrangements and regulations, 


and wil ficw how much he ias tn- 
creafed his eftute and the hap; 
wef bis peafants. Sali, 
the conditian of thefle 

Not pemrancat; fer 


ag 
an ants then 


Ne {s 
howe Vel, 
peafaunts 1s 
though a lord 
nnet 
as his fucceffor 
them fo the ir Or- 
tis, how- 
i agitation to ae the per- 
pecuiy of ther hberiy, when they 


freedom, vet he c. 
entath it upen the Yn, 
may again reduce 
pival fate Of 
ever, 


vallaiage, 
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are once rendered free : but rhis ate 
tempi is ot fo delicate a naturc, thar 
it mutt be introduced ‘with er 
caution, and can Only be 
of time. 

*V. In giving an ac 


cut 
the Work 


Ount of the 
i or 2 ; 
Gtiterent clailes of nen who inhat it 
} > . . | srerh 
ths country, 2 ought not to omit 
the Jews, as they form no incon. 


derable part of tts prefent inhabj. 
tants. This peo ple date their intros 
duction into Poland about the time 
ot Cafimir the Great, and as they 
enjoy pris tleres which they fearcely 
potiets 1 in any other country CXCCPte 
ing England and H Mand, their 
numbers have turprizingly increaf. 
ed. Lengnich, wham I have often 
quoted, fays ot them, that they 
se monopolize the commerce and 
trade of the country, keep the inns 
and taverns, are ftewards to the no- 
bility ; in fhort, they icem to have 
fo much influence, that nothing 
can be boughre or fold without the 
Intervention of a Jew.” Under 
John Sobicfki they were fo highly 
tavoured, that his admintitration 
was invidioufly called a fewith 
junto: he farmed to the Jews the 
roval demefnes, and put fuch con- 
fidence in them as raifed great dif- 
contents among the nobility. Ate 
ter his death, en antient liw of Si- 
giimond I. was revived and iaferted 
in the Pacta Conventa ot Auguttus 
Il. thar no Jew or perfon of low 
birth thould be capable of farming 
the roval revenues. 

‘© Tr fome towns, as at Cafimir, 
Pofen, ae. the Jews are permitted 
to jcrele: but in other place 's they 
ure sale allowed to retide dot ing 
the time of fairs, or when the diet- 
ines are aflembled; but the laws 
are feldom putin force agai init them. 
I endeavoured to obtain a probable 
account of theirnumber, but I tound 
this to be no ecafy matter, although 
wal jewe, as well male as temule, 


Py 
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y an annual poll. tax, and there- 
fore muft be regiftered. Accord- 
ing to the latt ¢ anit: ition there were 
166, 871 Jews in Poland, exclufively 

of Lithuania, who paid that tax: 
but this cannot be their full com- 

lement, as it is their itereit to di- 
minith their number; and it is a 
well-known fact, that they conceal 
their children as much as poffible. 
Perhaps the following calculations 
ill afift us in this Tefearch. Of 
2,980,796 inhabitants in Auttrian 
Poland, 144,200, or about an 
¢ivhteenth, were Jews. The cigh- 
teenth of che prefent population of 
Poland will give near 500,000: al- 
lowing therefore, for omitfions in 
the capitation, as well as for thofe 
who migrated into Poland from the 
Ruffian difmembered province, we 
may fairly eltimate the number of 
Jews at (OC,000. 

* Before the late partition Po- 
land contained about 14,000,0: 0 of 
inhabitants. As far as I could col- 
lect from various converfations with 
feveral intelligent Poles, its prefent 


in moft countries, have been gra- 
dually abolifhed in other nations, 
and yiven plsce to a more regular 
and jutt adm: iniftration ; yet in Po- 
land a variety of circu mitances has 
concurred to prevent the abolition 
of thole laws. and to preferve that 
mixture ol liberry and oppreffion, 
order and anarchy, which fo ftrong- 
ly characterized the feudal governs 
ment. We may eafily trace in this 
contticution all the itriking features 
of that fvitem. The principal are, 
an clective monare hy with a circum 
icribed power ; the great officers 
of ilate pofleil ¢ ther charges for 
life, and indepen dently of the king's 
authority; royal fi ts; the great 
nobility ‘above cantioul; the nobles 
or gentry alone tree mae pofleffing 
lands : te udal tenures, military fer- 
vices, territorial jurifdidtion ; come 
merce degrading ; opprefled ‘condi- 
tion «of the burehers ; vafialaye of 
the peafants. In the courle of this 
book I have had occafion to make 
mention of mort of thefe evils a3 
ftill exifting in Poland, and thev 
rudical 








population amounts to 9,0C¢,000. may be confid red as the 
“While lam giving my princi- caufes of its decline ; for they have 
pal attention to the hiflory and con- prevented the Poles from adopting 
ftiturion of Poland, I cannot but thofe more ftable regulitions, which 
remark, thar the feudal laws for- tend to introduce order and good 
meriy fo univerfal, and of which government, to augment comineree, 
fome traces are fhill to be difeovered and to increate population.” 
DESCRIPTION of the SHEPHFRD’s LIFE and MANNERS of 
the Inhabirants of SANENLAN D, in the Canton ot LEKRNE, 
SWITZERLAND, 
[From the Obfervations on the Prefent State of Denmark, Ruffia, and 
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“ S~TTE thepherd’s life, in Sa- 

. weniand, may be faid to 
hnid a middle nk, between that of 
Cuitivators and war iny Tartars, 
w Atabiins. Five or fix times a- 


rland. } 


ach family changes tt habi- 
cry ween mie ers 
his houleboid, with 
idren, and, preced- 
rds, a cheefe, kereie 

an 


one 


— 





and fome wooden utenfils, travelling 
like an ancient patriarch in fearch 
oft a new refidence, 

«Inno country, I believe, are 
to be feen fo many cots and houfes. 
Where there are buildings erected 
for the cows, every man, in mode- 
rate circumftances, prides him{elt on 
having a houfe apart; and icercely 
any ot the meadows, as their pro- 
duct is generally contumed in it, is 
without both, or at leait one, of 
thefe wooden dwellings. The hay 
occupies the upper part, and the 
cattle the lower; and to guard a- 
gainft the fatal effects of a fuddcen 
inundation, the all made to 
take to pieces, and each beam and 
plank numbered according to its 
parncular place. 

«© The meadows, in fome of the 
vallics, are fometimes twice mowed, 
and then fed. In others, particu- 
Jarly that of Giettaz, fume are 
mowed, and ethers only paitured. 
"The mountain herbage tor the cat- 
tle continues ten or twenty wecks, 
according to its height and fituation. 
On thole parts that are too Reep for 
the accefs of their flocks, they cut 
the vrats, and leave the hay bound 
together in different bundles, 
the beginning of the {now feafon. 
The thepherd then fatiens a long 
pole under one heap, to prevent its 
rolling over, fets himielf on the 
top of it, and in a moment flides to 
the bottom, with the rett piled on a 
fledge, that he thus accompanies, 
and to which he gives dire¢tion. 

“ When their winter forage is 
finifhed, they betake themielves to 
the lowett parts of the mountains, 
and having there contumed all their 
flock, proceed with their flocks to- 
wards the fummus. Their march 
beyins with the molt pleafing {o- 
lemnity. Firft goes the moft beau- 
tiful cow of the herd, pricing her- 
felf in a magnificent collar and bell; 


are 
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by her fide, walks the mafter of the 
family. | hen follow his. artend. 
ants, with the reft of the flocks 
Shepherds and cattle are all bedeck 
ed with garlands of flowers ; every 
part refounds with the jingling of 
bells, lowing of cows, and cheerfal 
notes of the herdfmen. The final]. 
er flocks follow after, and then the 
wife and children clofe the procef- 
fione “lYowards the end of Avent 
they again defcend towards the 
lower parts, paiture the lait graf in 
the vallics, fometimes return again 
to the mountain fide to confume the 
remains ot fodder ; and, at latt, 
retire to their warm retreats in the 
vale, to Wait the return of {pring 
and the fame circle of pleafure, 7 
_ *© But this innocent and happy 
fepherd’s lite favours no inven. 
tion; the wants which the palfions 
and riches of mankind have created, 
has been ever the mother of arts; 
and the extended fociettes of men 
have favoured the difcoveries and 
refearches of genius. Solitude 
and a fimilar mode of living, ferve 
to perpetuate the fame cuitoms and 
manners in a continued feries of 
happinets. And, perhaps, we may 
confider this race of men, as lett 
on the eaith to fupport the dignity 
of our nature, aad now and then 
at times to correct, and rule over, 
an enervated and degenerated race 
of beings. 
¢ The cultivation of meadow-land 
is not known here ; the earth ts never 
difturbed, and a thoufand preju- 
dices combat againtft this profitable 
and ufetul piece of labour, The 
mafhy grounds are never drained, 
and one frequently finds ftagnared 
water on the fides of flopes and ce- 
clivities. To the management of 
the water, as far as relates to the 
carrying it over the grounds, they 
are no ftrangers ; but with the pro- 
per preparation et the land, the 
mode 
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and the moit 


mode of draining 


ufeful parts of lie curious and in- 
tereiling detail, they are totally un- 
acqua nred. ‘The tirft and general 
“at 7e d 


sroceis of thefe operations is fa 
miliar likewife to the Venetians, 
and the plains ot Lombardy ; but 
it is in Argau and Fimmenthal 
alone, where the Bernians feem to 
have brought the fy item to pe 
tion. Hlere nothing Is omitted 5 
the proper time for overfowing, 
the ficuation of the land, the nature 


‘ fec. 


yt the water and foil, In d the quan- 
tity of moiiture proportioned to it 
accordingly, the mixture of fuit- 


able manure to enrich their qua 7 
ties, with various other particulars, 
are the happy fruits of long atten- 
tion and labour. 

“ The people of Sanen content 
themiclvcs with dunging their mea- 
dows in the winter, which they lay 
on without any proportion ; and by 
ebferving no fixed rules about their 
watering, jome meadows remain 
too dry, while others are totally 
drowned, and the land 1s deprived 
of habt its pl ‘oduee, 

All forts of greens come here 
a fortnight, fomeiimes a month, 
later than elfewhere ; but they have 
generally more tate. In the very 
cold vallies, where, in the month 
of April, the inow continues fome 
feet deep, it is not unutual to ftrew 
frefli mould on its (uiface, which foon 
melts it; and, ina little time, one 
may fee various cultivated 
and planted in the miadit of large 
tracts of tnow. 


marae mS 
-,° - 


—- were introduced here 


with muc and a 
opp Ofit) On 5 thofe that crow on | the 
mount are much preferable to 
thofe or the . ii ics, It 1s now a 
favourite 
bein y 

i) 


h p Ins, agcainit much 


ans 


for d ot the people ; and 
tythe-free, has, in many 
Paces, been ful itituted for the ute 
of corn. 
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The Alpine bean is delicious, 
and, perhaps, the plant that may 
be called here the mott profitable. 
It is ground into flour, of which 
they make bread; ats leaves ferve 
to teed the theep, and its thaik is 
ufed to litter their tables 

“Sy the introduction of the 
commerce of cheele, the cultiva- 
tion of corn has been yearly dee. 
yr; and now there is nota 
plough ‘to be found in the country. 
ticie and there hele patches of 
ground are fown with hemp and 
tha ix, and others with wheat and bare 
ley. ‘The land is once dunged, 
hen turned up with a {pade, and 
frequently produces an increafe 
trom fix to twelve, in wheat; and 
in barley, from cight to twenty : 
oats and rye are quire unknown 
and even the fimall quantity ol corn 
that is fowed, is owing to the want 
of itraw for their beds. 

“© Whillt the inacceilible recefles 
of their mountains feemed to cut off 
all communication with the refit of 
mankind, the hoarding up of their 
cheefe was, among them, the only 
ficn of wealth and riches. I ree 
ceived one in a prefent, made in 
16472, but it was hard and tatlelefs as 
a itick. Wheat bread was feldom 
buked ; and that of the country was 
a thick dry barley cake, which 
would keep the whol ¢ > year round, 
and when fopped in the firtt _—_ 
was fered as a delicacy, A 
quan of this is even now ta aken 
by every family to the mount nS. 

+ He mp and tlax thrive wonder- 
fell , though the is feldom more 
fown than is con weit in domeitie 
‘The commerce of linen cloth 
is enurely neglected ; and this oflers 
fuch employment for the 
poor, that | eeakd {with to fee their 

into the price ot 
fources ot nourifh- 
flead ot the prefent 
ones 


nec 


cre aling 


conil 
City 


ufe Se 
\ ary is 
charity chang 


ort 
= se 
labour, 


1 3 
aren 1*) 
j 2 


and new 


ment Lig 443 






ones exhaufted by the repeated de- 
mands of idleneis, poverty, and 
pilgrimage. 

‘6 The cultivation of fruit-trees 
is little attended to; and the ope- 
rations of the dairy feem to have 
rendered them indifferent to all 
others. Plum, cherry, pear and 
apple trees, are feattered here and 
there, but are no where collected 
into an orchard. Since a very cold 
winter that deftroyed many of them, 
they have never been replaced by 
new plants ; and every part of the 
country partakes of this prejudicial 
neglect. Their wood is equally 
ferviceable, their fhade lefs buriful 
than that of the fir ; and its neigh- 
bourhood affects no other fort of 
culavation. 

*¢ In the German parts of Sa- 
nenland, they boil cherries with 
cloves and cinnamon to a degree of 
patte, which will keep good for 
thirty years. Mixed with a few 
grains of muttard feed, and other 
fpices, they ufe it as a fweet muf- 
tard ; and beaten together with {pices 
and juniper berries, they allow it to 
ferment in water, and drink it asa 
red beer. 

‘© But it is difficult to fy how 
far nature in fome refpeets, and 
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their happinefs and ignorance ja 
others, check the progre{s of the 
advantages thefe people might en. 
joy. For want of fome regulation 
about their woods, whole foretts are 
cut, and ufed for pslings, to inclo& 
their meadows: thefe foon grow 
rotten and ufelefs even for fuel; and 
they have not learnt to repair thei 
lofs, with the ra‘pberry and cur. 
ranc bufh, which, together with the 
wild rofe, every where offer the'r 
impenetrable brambles. 

*¢ Madder grows here wild and 
high ; the Miagnum fativam, and 
the Lathyrus tuberofus, whofe roor 
is fo commonly eat in Berlin. Cloves 
and Maitricht ts very frequent. The 
Chycorea intybus, and feabiofa Al. 
pium, 1s roafted by a flow fire, and 
then cround and drank as coffee. 

‘s Tf we compare, however, this 
land with other more fertile dif 
tricts, though it may appear to be 
far behind them in culture and po. 
pulation, yet the comparifon will 
certainly end in its favour. Delerts 
have beea changed into meadows, 
aud rich paftures have fucceeded to 
barren woods. Laws do much, my 
friend ; genius fill more ; but man. 
ners more than all.” 


— 





The MANNER of LIFE of 


the 


INHABITANTS of 


Cifferent 


VIRGINIA. 


[From Captain Say ri’s Tour in the United Staies of America.] 


“ O give an idea of the man- 

ner in which a wh'te man 

{pends his time in this country, a 

defeription is necefiary of exch de- 
gree in life. 

‘© The gentleman of forsune rifes 

about nine 


o'clock : he perhaps 


may make an excurfion to walk as 
far as his flubles to fee his horfes, 





which is feldom more than fifty 
yards from his houfe ; he returns to 
breakfatt, between nine and ten, 
which is generally tea of coffee, 
hread and butter, and very thin 
flices of venifon ham, or hung beet. 
te then Hes dowa on a paliat, on 
the floor, tn the covet! room in the 
houie, in bis fhirt and routers omy, 
4 Witt 











with a negro at his head, and an- 
othe, at his feet, to fan him, and 
keep off the flies. Beiween twelve 
and one he takes a draught of bom- 
bo, or toddy, «a liquor compofed of 
wate’, fugar, rum, and nutmeg, 
which is made weak, and kept cvol 
he dines between two and three, 
and at every table, wherever clfe 
there may be, a ham and gr ens or 
cabbage, is always a ftanding dith : 
at dinner he drinks cyder, t xidy, 
punch, port, claret, and madcira, 
which is generally excellent here, 
Having drank fome few lafies ot 
wine atter dinner, he returns to his 
paliat, with his two blacks to fan 
him, and continues to drink toddy, 
or fangaree, all the afternoon: he 
does not always grink tea: between 
nine and ten in the evening, he eats 
a lirht fuipper ot milk and tr ult, or 
wine, fugar, and fruit, &c. and 
almott immediately retires to bed, 
fur the night; in which, if it be 
not furnifhed with mufketoe cur- 
tains, he is generally fo molefted 
with the heat, and harraffed and 
tormented with thofe pernicious in- 
fects the mufketocs, that he receives 
very little refiefhment from fleep. 

** This is his general way of liv- 
ing in his tamily, when he has no 
company. No doubt many differ 
fron it, fome in one refpect, fome 
in another ; but more foliow it than 
do not. 

* The lower, and many of the 
middling claffes, live very differ- 
ently, A man in this line rifes in 
the morning about fix o’clock; he 
then drinks a julap, made of rum, 
Waier, and fugar, but very ilrong ; 
then he walks, or more generally 
ndes, round his plantation, views 
ailhic flock and al Rs ei — ¥ 

us itock, and all his crop, break- 
‘aits about ten o’clock, on cold tur- 
Key, cold meat, fried homminy, 
toult and cyder, ham, bread, and 
butter, tea, coffee, or chocolate, 
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which laft, however, is feldom 
tafted but by the women. The reft 
of the day he ipends much in the 
fume manner betore defcribed ina 
man of the firft rank ; only cyder 
fupplies the place of wine at din- 
ner, and he eats no fupper; they 
never even think ot it. The woe 
men very feldom drink tea in the 
afte noon; the men never. 

‘ The poor negro flaves alone 
work hard, and fire {till harder. Te 
is aftoniihing, and unaccountable to 
vhat an amazing degree 
of fatigue thefe poor, out happy, 
wretches do undergo, nd can fup- 
port. He is calicd up in the morn- 
Inv at day-break, and is feldom ale 
lowed time eno wh wo fwallow three 
mouthfuls of homminy, or hoe- 
cake, but is driven out immediately 
to the field to hard labour , at which 
he continues, without incverm flion, 
until noon; and it is obferved, as a 
fingular circumflance, that they al- 
Ways carry out a piece of fire with 
them, and kindle one juft by their 
work, let the weather be ever fo 
hot and fult'y. About noon is the 
time he eats his dinner, and he is 
feldom allowed an hour for that 
purpofe. His mea! contitts ot home 
miny and falt, and, if his matter 
be a man of humanity, he has a 
litle fat, tkimmed milk, rufty ba- 
con, or falt herring to relith his 
homminy, or hoe-cake, which kind 
matters allow their tlives twice a 
weck : bur the numver of thofe, it 
is much to be lamented, are very 
few; for the poor flave generally 
fares the wore for his matter’s 
riches, which confifting of land and 
negroes, their numbers increale 
their har ‘fhips, and diminifh their 
value tothe proprictor ; the expence 
precluding an extention of iuadul- 


conceive 


gence and liberality. 
‘¢ They thea return to fevere la- 
bour, which continues ia the field 
r until 








until dufk in the evening, when 
they repair to the tobacco-houfes, 
where cath has his tafk in ftripping 
allotted him, that employs him for 
fome hours. If it be found, next 
morning, that he has neglected, 
flighted, or not performed his la- 
bour, he is tied up, and receives a 
number of lafhes, on his bare back, 
moft feverely inflicted, at the dif- 
cretion of thofe unfeeling fons of 
barbarity, the overteers, who are 
permitted to exercife an unlimited 
dominion over them. 

Ie is late at night before he 
returns to his fecond feanty meal, 
and even the time taken up at it 
encroaches upon his hours of fleep, 
which, altogether, do never exceed 
eight In number tor ealing aud re- 
pole. 

‘© But inftead of retiring to reft, 
as might natwally be concluded he 
would be glad to do, he cenerally 
iets out from home, and walks tix 
or tesen miles in the night, be the 
weather ever fo fultry, to a negroe 
dance, in which he performs with 
sftonithing agility, and the moft 
vigorous exertions, keeping time 
and cadence, mott exactly, with 
the mufic of a banjor (a large hol- 
low inflrument with three ftrings), 
and a quaqua (femewhat refembling 
a drum), until he exhautts him- 
telf, and fearcely has tme, or 
firength, to return home before the 
hour he is cal'ed forth to toil next 
inorning. | 

‘© When he fleeps, his comforts 
are equally miferable and linited ; 
for he lies ona bench, or on the 
ground, with only an old tcanty 
lingle blanket, and not always even 
ihat, to ferve both for his bed and 
his covering. Nor is his clothing 
lefs nigeardly and wretched, being 
nothing burt a fhirt and trovfers, 
made of coarfe thin hard hempeno 
iiuf in the funmer, with the aodi- 
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tion of a fordid - woollen jaeker 
breeches, and thoes, in the winter,” 

‘¢ The female flaves fare, labous 
and repofe, juit in the fame man, 
ner: even when they breed, which 
is generally every two or thiree 
years, they feldom lofe more thay 
a week’s work thereby, either in the 
delivery, or fuckling the child, 

“In fubmiffion to Injury and jn. 
fults, they are likewile obliged to 
be entirely paflive, nor dare any of 
them refift, or even defend himfelf 
againft the whices, if they thould 
attack him without the fmalled pros 
vocation ; for the law direéts a ne. 
groe’s arm to be ttruck off, who 
raifes it agam{t a white perfon, 
fhould it be only in his own defence, 
again it the mott wanton and wicked 
barbarity and ourrage. 

*¢ Yer, notwithitanding this de. 
grading fituation, and rigid feve. 
rity to which fate has fubjected this 
wretched race, they are certainly 
devoid of care, and actually appear 
jovial, contented, and happy. For- 
tunately it is indeed for them, that 
they are bleffed with this eafy, fa 
tished difpolition of mind ; elfe hu 
man nature, unequal to the weight, 
muft fink under the preflure of {uch 
complicated mifery and wretchednels, 

‘* Having had occafion more 
than once to mention homminy, 
hoe-cake, &c. it may not beim 
proper at this time to obferve, that 
homminy is an American dif, made 
ot Indian corn, freed from the 
hufks, boiled whole, along with a 
finall proportion of a large kind of 
Freneh beans, until it becomes 4!- 
mot a pulp: it is in general 
ufe, and to my tatte, very agret- 
able. Hoe-cake is Indian cor, 
ground into meal, kneaded into 
dough, and baked on a hot, broad, 
iron hoe. This is alfe in common 
ufe, and, to my palate, extremely 


barf and unpleafant.” mae 








General CHARACTER and 


great HOSPITALITY of the VIRe 
GINIANS. 


[From the fame Work.]} 


“ HE Virginiansare gencrous, 
extremely hofpitable, and 
pofleis very liberal fentiments, 

“ There is a greater dittinction 
fupported between the different 
clatles of life here, than pethaps in 
any of the reit of the colonics ; 
nor does that {pirit of equality, and 
levelling principle, which pervades 
the greateft part of America, pre- 
vail co fuch an extent in Virginia. 

* However, there appear to be 
but three degrees of rank amongtt 
all the inhabitants, exclutive of the 
negroes. 

‘* The firft confifts of gentlemen 
of the beft families and fortunes in 
the colony, who are here much 
more refpectable and pumerous than 
in any other province in America, 
Thefe in general have had a liberal 
education, poflefs enlightened un- 
derftandings, and a thorough know- 
ledge of the world, that furnifhes 
them with an eafe and freedom of 
manners and converfation, highly 
to their advantage in exterior, 
which no viciflitude of fortune or 
place can diveit them of ; they be- 
ing actually, according to my ideas, 
the mott agreeable and beft compa- 
nions, friends, and neighbours, that 
need be defired, 

“ The greater number of them 
keep their carriages, and have hand- 
ome fervices of plate; but they 
al!, without exception, have ftuds, 
#s Well as fets of elevant and beau- 
titul horfes, 

* Thofe of the fecond degree in 
rank are very numerous, being per- 
haps half the inhabitants, and con- 
fit of fuch a variety, fingularity, 
and mixture of characters, that the 


exact general criterion and leading 
feature can fearcely be afcertaineds 

** However, they are TENETOUS, 
friendly, and hofpitable in the ex- 
treme; but mixed with an ap- 
pearance of rudenefs, ferocity, and 
haughunefs, which is in fact on! 
a want of polith, occalioned by their 
deficiences in education, and in 
knowledge of mankind, as well as 
by their general intercourfe with 

aves, over whom they are accuf- 
tomed to exercife an harfh and abe 
folute command. 

** Many of them poffefs fortunes 
fuperior to fome of the firft rank, 
but their familics are not fo ancient, 
nor re{pectable ; a circumtance here 
held in fome eftimation. 

*¢ ‘They are all exceffively at- 
tached to every fpecies of {fport, 
gaming, :and diifipation, particu- 
larly horfe-racing, and that mott 
barbarous of all diverfions, that pe- 
culiar {pecies of cruelty, cock-fight- 
ing. 

‘¢ In fhort, take them all toges 
ther, they form a itrange combinas 
tion of incongruous contradictory 
qualities, and principles directly op- 
potite ; the beit and the wort, the 
moft valuable and the moit worthe 
leis, elegant accoinplitliments and 
favage brutality, being in many of 
them moft unaccountably blended, 

“ Yet indeed, nowwithitanding 


{ 


this apparent inconfillency of chae 
racter, principle, and condudt, nume 
bers of them are truly valuable 
members of fociety, and few, or 
none, deficient in the excellencies 
of the intelle‘tuel faculties, and a 
natural cenius, which, though in» 
great meafure unimproved, 13 gence 
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[84] General CHARACTER 
rally bright and fplendid in an un- 


common degree. 

‘© The third, or lower clafs of 
the people (who ever compofe the 
bulk of mankind), are in Virginia 
more few in number, in proportion 
to the rett of the inhabitants, than 
perhaps in any other country in the 
univerfe. Even thefe are kind, hof- 
pitable, and generous ; yet illiberal, 
noify, and rude. 

«© They are much addicted to in- 
ebricty, and averfe to labour. 

‘© They are likewile over-bur- 
dened with an impertinent and in- 
fuperable curiofity, that renders 
them peculiarly difagreeable and 
troublefome to ttrangers: yet thefe 
undefirable qualities they poffefs by 
no means in an equal degree with 
the generality of the inhabitants of 
New England, whofe religion and 
government have encouraged, and 
indeed initituted and eftablifhed, a 
kind of inquifition, of torward im- 
pertinence and prying intrufion, 
againft every perfon that may be 
compelled to pafs through that trou- 
biefome, illiberal country : from 
which defcription, however, there 
are no doubt many exceptions. 

“ "fo communicate an idea of the 
general hofpitality that prevails in 
Virginia, and indeed through all 
the fouthern provinces, it may not 
be improper to reprefent fome pecu- 
liar cuftoms that are univerfal: for 
iniftance : 

“ It a traveller, even a negroe, 
obierves an orchard full of fine 
fruit, either apples or peaches, in, 
or near his way, he alights, with- 
out ceremony, and fills his pockets, 
er even a bag, if he has one, with- 
out alking permiffion; and if the 
proprictor fhould fee him, he is not 
in the leatt offended, but makes him 
pertectly welcome, and aifitts him 
in chooiing out the fiveft fruit. 

* But this is iefs to be admired 


of the VIRGINIANS. 


at, when it is confidered that there 
is no fale here for any kind of fruit. 
and the fineit peaches imacinable 
are fo abundant, that the inhabit. 
ants daily feed their hogs with them 
during the feafon. 

‘¢In the time of prefling cyder, 
if.a traveller fhould call, to enquire 
his way, he is generally offered as 
much fine cyder as he can drink, js 
frequently requefted toftay all night, 
and made heartily drunk into the 
bargain, 1f he choofes ir. 

‘© When a perfon of more gen. 
teel figure than common calls at an 
ordinary (the name of their inns), 
for refrefhment and lodging for a 
night, as foon as any of the gentle. 
men of fortune in the neighbour. 
hood hears of it, he either comes 
for him himfelf, or fends him a4 
polite and preffling invitation to his 
houfe, where he meets with enter. 
tainment and accommodation, inf- 
nitely fuperior, in every refped, to 
what he could have received at the 
inn. If he fhould happen to be fa- 
tigued with travelling, he is treated 
in the moft hofpitable and genteel 
manner; and his fervants and horfes 
alfo fare plenteouily, for as longa 
time as he choofes to ftay. All this 
is done with the belt grace imagin- 
able, without even a hint bein 
thrown out of a curiofity or wilh te 
know his name. 

© However, it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that many of the fecond, 
and almoit all the lower clafs of the 
people, are ignorant in the ci 
theme. 

“© Their fentiments, and all theit 
ideas are illiberal, narrow, and cone 
tracted ; occafioned by their inac- 
tive fituation, confined to a fimall 
compals, and very limited (phere ot 
knowledge, wherein the fame 00 
jects are ever pret hed to thet 
view. without any variation, changes 
or nevelty ; being thereby —_ 





of 





fom a more general intercourfe 
with the world, and the diferent 
members of fociety at lirge. 

«6 About the commencement of 
the late unfortunate diiturbances, 
and inaufpicious hoitilities, the A- 
merican congrets pretended to have 
a colculation made of the numbers 
of all the inhabitants in each pro- 
vince and colony included within 
their domination, “which they pub. 
lithed. 

« But I have always concluded 
that oftenfible enumera:ion of theiys 
to be greatly exaggerared, purpofe- 
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ly to magnify their refources, num. 
bers, and prowets, 

*¢ In that oftentatious calcula- 
tion, Virginia was reprefented to 
contain fix hundred and fitty thou- 
fand inhabitants ; of which nearly 
two thirds are blacks. 

*¢ T computed the true number 
of fouls in Virginia to be then about 
five hundred thoufand in the whole, 
with a fimilar proportion of flaves 
included ; and they have certainly 
decreafed in population fince that 
tine, 





General ACCOUNT of the CHARACTERS, DISPOSITIONS, 
and NUMBERS of the INDIAN» in NORTH AMERICA, 


[From the fame Work. ] 


6 HE eeneral character of the 

Indians. Is, that they are 
crafty, fenlibe, refelute, very fui- 
picious, and very vindictive, 

“ An Indian will travel on foot 
five hundred miles, through the 
woods, in night and darknefs, fe- 
creting himfelf during the day, to 
revenge an injury done to his rela- 
tion, or to any one of his tribe. 

“ However im every thing, but 
their cruel and revengetul difpo- 
fition, T admire and refpect the real 
character of the native uncivilized 
and uncorrupted Indians. 

‘© Their fentiments, with all the 
difadvantages of poor inexpreflive 
language, and of, what is werfe, a 
fat, dull, and deficient interpreta- 
tion, contain and convey the moft 
clevated, noble, fpirited, and juft 
Weas, delivered in that beautiful 
and elegant fimplicity and allegori- 
cal figures of explanation, which 
add dignity and grace to the {ub- 
ject, and are fo much admired in 
the Bible and facred fcriptures of 


the Chriftians, in the Jewifh Tal- 
mud, the Mahometan Alcoran, and 
in all the orieptal writings. 

‘¢ Their fenfual appetites how- 
ever they have no great command 
of, efpecially inebriation, which 
they are particularly addicted to, 

‘© But the truth is, they are cor- 
rupted by the whites ; for they copy 
after, and fall into our vices ; thefe 
appearing in the moft confpicuous 
point of view: and [am afraid that 
our external virtues are fo few, and 
even thefe fo diiicult to be difco- 
vered, that the poor Indians can- 
not diftinguifh any of them to fol- 
low after. 

“ They have alfo been fo treach- 
eroufly and barbaroufly maflacred by 
the whites, and fo often deceived 
by them, that the memory thereof 
is carefully preferved, and hand- 
ed down from father to fon, ia 
order to keep the rifing race fuf- 
ficiently on their guard againtt 
our future fnares and treacherous 
defigns. 
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«¢ This I look upon to be the 
true caufe of the great caution, 
and compicce diflimulation the In- 
dians are become to pertecthy maf- 
ters of. 

«* Indeed they have arrived at fo 
eminent a degree of duplicity, and 
difguifing their fentiments and in- 
tentions, that without the afliftance 
of the arts of writing, reading, or 
committing their thoughts and tranf- 
actions to record, they far excel us 
at our own weapons of fubtilty, 
craft, and precaution. 

«© Tn thort, they are zealous fteady 
friends ; but rigorous implacable 
enemics, until fatistaction or repa- 
ration be made them for the injury 
they think they have fuftained. 

‘© Tlowever let their inclinations 
at this prefent time be either ami- 
cable or hoflile, they all are not 
now fufliciently powerful, either to 
contend againil the whites in arms, 
or to do them any other material in- 
jury. 

« Whites who behave to them 
with uprightnefs and affability are 
groatly refpected by them, and 
obtain an amazing iniluence over 
them. 

‘+ But thev mutt firft be fuMci- 
ently convinced of the integrity 
and ditinterefiednefs of the perion; 
after which they are more at the 
command of fuch a man than of one 
of their own chiets. 

*¢ Kings they have none, and the 
principal men ot their pation be- 
come fuch by their merit alone. 
Than this there is no other prece- 
dence, or difference of rank among 
Indians 

‘© They enjoy the fweets of li- 
berty and freedom in the truett 
fenfe, and certainly are not guilty 
of the many iniquitous and fean- 
dalous vices that digrace Chriftian- 
ity and Europeans. 


* Their numbers on this fide the 
Miffiffippi are confiderable. 

“* rom the Guif of Mexico to 
the Lakes of Canada inclufive, jt 
is computed there may be about 
thirty-five thoufind warriors, 

‘* Beyond the Mithtlippi they 
are much more numerous, and map 
people, that have travelled ther 
fay they are very Open and hofpi. 
table, 

* The little intercourfe between 
them, in that diitant country, and 
Europeans, renders them lefs fu. 
picious, lefs fubtle and defigning, 
and not fo crucl and vindictive as 
thofe on the eattern fide of that ex- 
tenfive river, whofe greater expe. 
rience, conimunication and tranf 
actions with the whites produce 
thofe pernicious effects, A reproach 
more fevere upon us than on them, 

*¢ Here I mutt ber leave to make 
one particular oblervation: lef, 
from what has been faid, it fhould 
be thought that the Indians havea 
particular ditlike to Europeans more 
than to the whites born in Ame- 
rica: but the very reverfe of this 
is the truth, for it is the white na 
tives of the country that the Indi 
ans have the greatett aveifion t0, 
and by whom they have been fo of. 
ten moft treacheroutly and barbar 
oufly uied, ; 

‘© The white Americans allo 
have the moft rancorous antipathy 
to the whole race of Indians ; and 
nothing is more common than to 
hear them talk of extirpating them 
totally from the face of the earth, 
men, women, and children. 

‘© The Indians indeed do not ap- 
pear to entertain any diflike to the 
Biitifh or French, I mean thole 
that are natives of Europe; nor 
have the real Britith or French any 
particular averfion to them, as the 
Briuhh Americans have. 

“ The 
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« The names of the different In- from the beft authority I have been 
dian nations in North America,with able to collect, are as follow : 
the numbers of their fighting men, 


Names of the Nations. Situation. Warriors. 
The Choctaws or Flatheads On the Mobile 4500 
The Natches and 150 
The Chickefaws Miili{ippi 750 
The Cherokees, behind Séuth-Carolina e 2500 
The Catawbas, between North and South-Carolina 150 


The Piantias, a wandering tribe on both fides of the Miffiffippi S09 
The Kafquuafquias, or Iilinois in general, on the |linois river, Pm 
and between the Ouabacbe and the Miliiflippi 9 


The Piankifhaws i 
The Ouachtenons oe a 
The Kikapous uabache at 
The Shawnefe, on the Stotto 500 
The Delawares, on the weft of the Ohio 300 


The Miamis, on the Mifamis river, falling into Lake Erie and . 
the Miniamis 359° 


The upper Creeks, back of Georgia 


The middle Creeks, behind Wett- Florida 4000 
The lower Creeks, in Eatt-Florida 

The Caouitas, on the eaft of the river Alibamous 700 
The Alibamous, on the weft of the Alibamous 600 


The Akanfaws, on the Akanfaw river falling into the Miffiffipi — 
on the weit fide . 


The Ajoues, north of the Miffouri 1000 
The Paddoucas, weit of the Miffiffippi 500 
The white Panis South of the 2000 
The freckled or pricked Panis t Miffouri 2000 
The Canfes South of 16c0 
The Ofages the 600 
The Grandes Eaux Miflouri 1000 
The Miffouri, upow the river Miflouri 3°00 
The Sioux of the woods towards the heads of 1800 
The Sioux of the meadows t the Miffiilippi 2500 
The Bianes, barbus, or white Indians with beards 15cO 
The Affinihoils tar north near the likes I5coO 
The Chrittineaux . ' of the fame name 3000 
The Outientins, on a river of that name that falls into the . 
Miliippi on the eatt fide i 53° 
The Mafcouters ) 500 
The Sakis . South of Puans Bay 400 
The Meche COU: kis 259 
Folic, \voine, or the Wildoat Indi ins t Near Pucane Ray 39° 
The Pocans _— 700 
The axe tewatamis - near St. Jof ph’s River and Der it eae 
The Me feta: CS, OF River Indian: ’ being wandering wibes 2 2900 
of the Lukes Huron and Superior 


i 4 
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Names of the Nations. Situation. Wanless 
The Ortahwas ee the Lakes Superior 600 
The Chipwas and Michigan 5009 
The Wiandots, near Lake Erie 300 
The Six Nations, or as the French call them, the Iroquois, 

on the frontiers of New-York, &c. 1590 


The Round-headed Indians, near the head of the Ottahwa River 250 


The Al. onquins, near the above 


00 
The Nipiffins, near the above alfo — 
The Chalas 130 
The Ameliiles St. Laurence Indians, on the $50 
The Michmacks back of Nova-Scotia, &c. CO 
The Abenaquis 350 
The Conawaghrunas, near the falls of St. Lewis 200 


« This being the whole number 
of men fit for bearing arms, from 
hence we may be enabled to form 
fome idea ot the number of all 
the Indian inhobitants, men, wo- 
men and children, on the continent 
of North America; which calcu- 
Jation. however, i am ready to con- 
fefs can be but rather a vague con- 
jecture. 

‘¢ There being fifty-eight thou- 
fand nine hundred and thirty war- 
riors, it is computed that about one- 
third of the fame number more are 
old men unfit for bearing arms, 
which nakes the number ot males 
come to maturity amount to about 
eightyeeiyht thoufand five hundred 
and feventy ; and multiplied by fix 
will produce five hundred and thirty - 
one thouland four hundred and 


—_————e as 


Total amount 58930 


twenty, which I confider as the 
whole number of fouls, viz. men, 
women, and children, of all the 
Indian nations that are come in 
any degree within our knowledge 
throughout the continent of North 
America. 

*¢ It is a moft melancholy confs 
deration to refleét, that thefe few 
are all that remain of the many 
millions of natives, or aboriginal 
inhabitants with which this vat 
continent was peopled when firft dif- 
covered by the Whites; and that 
even thefe will foon be extinct and 
totally annihilated, confidering the 
amazingly rapid depopulation they 
have hitherto experienced, fince 
that (to them) fatal period, or xra 
of the firft arrival of the Whites in 
America.” 





Various PARTICULARS concerning the MANNERS and CUS- 
TOMS of the INHABI! ANTS of the SANDWICH Iiflinds. 


[From the Third Volume of Captain Coox’s Voyage to the Pacific 
Ocean. | 


6c HE inhabitants of the Sand- 


wich Itiands are undoubt- 


New Zealand, the Society and 
Friendly Iflands, Fafter Jfland, and 


edly of the fame race with thofe of the Marquefas ; a race that poficties, 





withe 











without any intermixture, all ~ 
,nown lands between the a ‘i 
of 47° south, and 208 Nort a 
between the longitudes of 184° an 

360° Eaft. This fact, which, ex- 
traordinary as ‘Is, might be thought 
fuficiently proved by the ftriking 
{milarity of ther manners and 
cuftoms, and the general refem 

bl.u eof their perfons, is eftablith- 
ed, beyond all controverly, by the 
abfolute identity of their language. 

« From what continent they 
originally emigrated, and by What 
fieps they have fpread through to 
vait a fpace, thofe who are curious 
in difquifitions of this natu'e, may 
perhajs not find it very dithcuit to 
conjecture. It has been already 
obferved, that they bear ftrony 
marks of atlinity to fome of the 
Indian tribes, that inhabit the La- 
drones and Caroline Iilands; and 
the fume affinity may again be 
traced amoneit the Battas and the 
Malays. When theie «vents bap- 
pened, is: ot fg eaf, to aicertain : 
it was probab'y not very lately, as 
they are ex'remely populows, and 
have no tradition of their own or 
gin, but what is pertectly fabu- 
lous; whilft, on the other hand, 
the unadulterated ftate of their ge- 
neral linguage, and the fimplicity 
which {till prevails in their cuttoms 
and manners, feem to indicate, that 
it could not have been at any very 
dijtant period, 

‘* The natives of thefe iflands 
are, in general, above the middle 
fize, und well made: they walk 
very gracefully, run nimbly, and 
are Capab'e of bearing great fa- 
ticue; though, upon the whole, 
the men are fomewhat interior, in 
point of ftreneth and activity, to 
the Fiiendly iflanders, and the wo- 
men lefs deiicately limbed than 
thofe of Otaheite. Their com- 
plexion is rather darker then that 
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of the Otaheiteans, and they are 
not altogeiher fo handfome a people. 
Hiowever, many of both fexes had 
fine open countenances; and the 
women, in particular, had good 
eyes aud tecth, and a {weetnefs and 
fenfibility of look, which rendered 
them very engaging. Their hair 
is of a brownith black, and neither 
uniformly ftraight, like that of the 
Indians of America, nor uniformly 
curling, as amongft the Africaa 
negrovs, but varying, in this re- 
{pect, like the hair of Europeans. 
One ftriking peculiarity, in the 
features of every part of this great 
nation, I do not reme nber to have 
feen any where mentioned, which 
is, that, even in the handfomett 
faces, there is alivays a fulnels of 
the noitril, without any flatnefs or 
fpreading of the nofe, that diftin- 
guifies them from Europeans. It 
is not improbable that this muy be 
the effect of their ufual mode of fa- 
lutation, which is performed by 
preiling the ends of their nofes to- 
getier, 

‘© The fame fuperiority that is 
obfervable in the perfons of the 
Eraes, through all the other iflands, 
is found alfo here. ‘Thofe whom 
we jaw were, without exception, 
perfectly well tormed ; whereas the 
lower fort, betides their gencral in- 
feriorty, are fubject to all the va- 
rity of make and figure that is 
feen in the populace of other coun- 
tries. Intiances of deformity are 
more frequent here th:n in any of 
the other illands. Whillt we were 
cruifing off Owhyhee, two dwarfs 
came on board, one an old man, 
tour feet two inches high, but ex- 
acily proportioned, and the other a 
woman, nearly of the fame height. 
We atrerward faw three natives, 
who wee hump-backed, and a 
young mar, born without hands 
or feet, Squinting is alfo very 
common 









common amongit them; and a 
man, who, they faid, had been 
born blind, was brought to us to 
be cured, Betides thefe particular 
imperfections, they are, in gene- 
ral, very fubject to boils and ul- 
cers, Which we attributed to the 
great quantity of falt they eat with 
their flefh and filh. The Erces are 
very free from thefe complaints ; 
but many of them fuffer flill more 
dreadful effects from the immode- 
rate ule of the ava. 

“It may be thought extremely 
difficult to form any probable con- 
jectures refpecting the population 
of iflands, with many parts of which 
we are but imperiectly acquainted. 
There are, however, two circum- 
ftances, that take away much of 
this obje¢tion: the firftis, that the 
interior parts of the country are 
entirely uninhabited; fo that, if 
the number ot the inhabitants along 
the coait be known, the whole will 
be pretty accurately determined. 
The other is, that there are no 
towns of any Confiderable fize, the 
habitations of the natives being 
pretty equally difperted in {mall 
villages round all their coafts. It 
is on this ground that I fhall ven- 
ture ata rough calculation of the 
number of perfons in this group of 
iflands. 

«© The bay of Karakakooa, in 
Owhyhcee, is three miles in extent, 
and contains four villages of about 
eivhty houfes each ; upon an ave- 
rage, in all three hundred and 
twenty ; befides a number; of flrag- 
eling houfes ; which may make the 


whole amount to three hundred 
and fifty. From the trequent op- 


portunities I had of informing my- 
felf on this head, I am convinced 
that fix perfons to a houfe is a very 
moderate allowance; fo that, on 
this calculation, the coun'ry about 


the bey contains two choutand-one 
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hundred fouls. To thefe may be 
added fifty families, or three hun. 
dred perfons, which I conceive to 
be nearly the number employed in 
the interior parts of the country 
amongit their plantations ; taking 
in all two thoufand four hundred 
If, therefore, this number be ap- 
plied to the whole extent of coat 
round the ifland, deducting a quar- 
ter for the uninhabited parts, it 
will be found to contain one hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand. By the 
fame mode of calculation, the ref 
of the iflands will be found to con. 
tain the following numbers : 





Owhyhee 150,900 
Mowee 65,400 
Woahoo 60,200 
Atooi 5 4,000 
Morotoi 36,000 
Oneeheow 10,000 
Ranai 20400 
Oreechoua 4,000 
Total of inhabitants 400,000 


‘* I am pretty confident, that, 
in this calculation, I have not ex- 
ceeded the truth in the total 
amount. 

‘* Notwithftanding the irrepar- 
able lofs we fuffered trom the fud- 
den refentment and violence of 
thefe people, yet, in juttice to their 
general conduct, it mutt be acknow- 
lered, that they are of the moft 
mild and affectionate difpofition ; 
equally remote trom the extreme 
levity and fickhlenefs of the Otahei- 
te.ns, and the diflant gravity and 
referve of the inhabitants of the 
Friendly Iflands. ‘hey appear to 
live in the utmoft harmony and 
friendthip with one another, Tie 
women, who had children, were 
remarkable for their tender and 
con{tant attention to them; and 
the men would o:ten lend their at- 
fittance in thofe domeitic ofccs, 


} 
WW Mal 

















with a willingnefs that does credit 
to their feelings. 

«¢ It mutt, however, be obferved, 
that they fall very fhort of the 
other iflanders in that beft teft of 
civilization, the refpect paid to the 
women, Here they are not only 
deprived ot the privilege of eating 
with the men, but the bett forts of 
food are tabooed, or forbidden 
them. ‘They are not allowed to eat 

rk, turtle, feveral kinds of ftfh, 
and foine {pecies of the plantains ; 
and we were told that a poor girl 
got a terrible beating for having 
eaten, on board our fhip, one ot 
thefe interdicied articles. In their 
domeflic lite they appear to live 
almott entirely by themfelves, and 
though we did not obferve any in- 
{lances of perform! ill treatment, 
yet it was evident they had little 
regard or attention paid them. 

“ The great hofpitality aid kind- 
nefs with wliich we were received by 
them, have been already frequently 
remarked ; andindeed they make the 
principal part of our tranfactions 
with them. Whenever we caine 
on fhore, there was a conftant ftruc- 
gle who fhould be mo(t forward 1n 
making us little prefents, bringing 
refreflments, or fhewing fome orher 
mark of their refpect. ‘The old 
people never failed of receiving us 
with tears of joy; feemed highly 
gratified with being allowed to 
touch us, and were conftantly mak- 
ing comparifons between them- 
felves and us, with the frongeit 
marks of humility. The young 
women were not lefs kind and en. 
gaging, and, till they foun |, nor- 
withtianding our utmoft endeavours 


to repent of Cur acquaintance, at- 
tached themfelves to us without 
the leait referve. 

“ In iuftice, however, to the 
fex, it muit be obferved, that thefe 
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ladies were probably all of the lower 
clafs of the people ; for f am flrong- 
ly inclined to believe, that, ex- 
cepting the few, whofe names are 
mentioned in the courfe of our nar- 
rative, we did not fee any woman of 
rank during our flay amongft them, 

*¢ Their natural capacity feems, 
in no refpect, below the common 
ftandard of mankind. ‘Their im- 
provements in agriculture, and the 
perfection of their manufactures, 
are certainly adequate to the cir- 
cumllances of their fituation, and 
the natural advantages they enjoy. 
The eager curiolity with which 
they attended the armourer’s forge, 
and the many expedients they had 
invented, even before we left the 
iflands, for working the iron they 
had procured from us into fuch 
forms as were bett adapted to their 
purpofes, were {trong proofs of do- 
cility and ingenuity, 

‘* Our unfortunate friend, Ka- 
neena, pofflefled a degree of judi- 
cious curiofty, and a quicknefs of 
conception, which was rarely met 
with amongit thefe people. He 
Was very inguilitive after our cuf- 
toms and manners; afked after our 
king; the nature of our govern. 
ment; our numbers; the meihod 
of building our thips; our houfes ; 
the produce of our country; whe- 
ther we had wars, with whom, and 
on what occations, and in what 
manner they were carried on;. who 
was our God; and many other 
queftions of the fame nature, which 
indicated an underftanding of great 
comprehenhon. 

‘ We net with two inftances of 
perfons difordered iy their minds, 
the one a man at Owhyhee, the 
other a woman at Onecheow, It 
appeared, from the particular at- 
tention and refpect paid to them, 
that the opinion of their being in- 
fpircd by the Divinity, which ob- 
tains 







tains among moit of the nations of 
the Eaft, is alto received here. 

“¢ Though the cuitom of eating 
the bodies of their enemics be not 
known, by politive evidence, to 
exift in any of the South Sea iilands, 
except New Zealand, , ct it is ex- 
tremely probable that it was ori- 
ginally prevalent ia them all. ‘The 
facrificing human victims, which 
feems evidently to be a relic of 
this horrid practice, ftill obtains 
univerfally amougit thefe iflanders ; 
and it is eafy to conceive why the 
New Zealanders fhould retain the 
repaft, which was probably the lail 
a¢t of thete fhocking rites, longer 
than the reit of their tribe, who 
were fituated in more mild and 
fruitful climates. As the inhabi- 
tants of the Sandwich I.!ands cer- 
tain'y bear a neurer refemblance to 
thofe ot New Zealand, both in 
their perfons «nd difpotition, than 
to any other people of this family, 
fo it was ftrongly fufpected by Mr. 
Anderfon, that, lice them, t they 
ftill continue to feat on human 
fieth. ‘The evidence, on which he 
founds this opinion, has been itat- 
ed very fully im the tenth chaper 
of the thrd book; but, as | al- 


ways entertained great doubts or 


the juftice of his concluions, it 
mav not be improper to take this 
occafion of mentioning the grounds 
on which { veuture to diiter trom 
him. With refpect to the informa- 
tion derived from the natnves :hem- 
felves, I fhall enly obferve, that 
great pains were taken, by almoit 
every officer on board, to come at 
the knowlege of fo curious a cir 
cumfance ; and that, except in 
the two inftayees mentioned by 
Mr. Anderfon, we found them in- 
variably denying the 
anv fuch cuflom an iongit them. It 
mutt be allowed, that ‘Mr. Anders 
fon’s knowlege of language 


their ; 


i 
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exiitence ot 





which was fuperior (oO that of any 
other perfon in either thip, o ought 
certainly to give his Opinion great 
Welght: at the fame time | mut 
beg leave to remark, that, being 
prefent wien he examined the man 
who had the imal] piece of falted 
tleth wrapped in cloth, it ftruck me 
very forcibly, that the ugns he 
made ufe ot meant nothin g more 
tean that it was intended to he eat, 
and that tt was very pleafant or 
wholefome tote flomach.  [n this 
op! nic 2 L Was confirmed bv a cir. 
cumtiance which came toourkn we 
lege aiter the death ot iny 
and Ing. nious tr , 
moit every 
carried about wita 


Worthy 
Cnat ale 
f tuele ands 
sim. either in 
his caiubath, or Wrapped up in a 
piece of cloth, and ted about his 
wailt, a {mall piece of raw pork, 
hig ly falted, which they ¢ niver- 
ed as a great delicacy, and ufed 
now and then to tau. ot Wih 
reipect to the contuion the young 
lad was in (for he was not more 
than fixtcen or eighteen years of 
age), no one could ha-e been fur- 
P ited at it, who had {ieen ‘he eager 
and earneft manner in which Mr, 
Anderton quettioned him. 

‘The argument drawn from the 
initrument made with fhark’s tecth, 
and which is nearly of the fame 
form with thofe ufed at New Zea- 
land for cutting up the bodies ot 
their enemies, is much more ditli- 
cult to controvert. 1 believe it to 
be an undoubted fact, that this 
knife, if it may be fo called, 13 

ever ufed by them in cutting the 
fleth of other animals. However, 
as the cultom of offering human {us 
crifices, and of burning the bodies 
ot the lain, is ftill prevalent here, 
itis noti vp srobable that the ufe of 
this inflrument is retained in thoie 
ceremonie Upon the whole, I 


am Seunats  declieal tJ thi nk, and 
pir 


ie! nd, Viz. 


nN ary 

















articularly from this laft circum- 
Rance, that the horrid practice in 

ueftion has but lately ceafed 
among tt thefe and other iflands of 
the South Sea. Omai, when preiled 
on this fubject, conteficd, that, in 
the rage and fury of revenge, they 
would fometimes tear the flefh of 
their enemies that were {lain with 
their teeth; but potitively denicd 
that they ever eat nt. This was 
certainly approaching as near the 
fact as could be: but, on the other 
hand, the denial isa {trong proof 
that the practice has actually ceaf- 
ed; fince in New Zealand, where 
it-till exifts, the inhabirants never 
made the fmalleft. fcruple of con- 
feffing it. 

«¢ The inhabitants of thefe iflands 
differ from thofe of the Friendly 
Tiles, in fuffering, almoft univer- 
fally, their beards to grow. There 
were indeed a few, among ft whoin 
was the old king, that cut it off 
entirely ; and others that wore it 
ouly upon the upper lip. ‘The 
fame variety in the manner of 
wearing the hair is alfo obfervable 
here as among the other itlanders of 
the South Sea ; befides whith they 
have a fafhion, as far as we know, 
peculiar to the nitives. They cut 
it clofe on each fi ide the head, down 
to the ears, leavi ing a ridge, ot 


about a fmall hand’s breadth, run- 
niag from the forehead ae the 
neck; which, when the hair is 


thick and curling, 
the creft of the ancient helmet. 
Others wear large quantities of 
falfe hair » flowing down their backs 
in long ringlets, like the figure of 
the i: ah: ibitants of Horn Iiland, as 
feen in Da ilrymple’ s Voyages ; and 
Others, arain, tie it into a fin: gle 
round bunch on the top of the head, 
almoit as large as the head it.clf; 

and fome into five or fix didina 
bunches. They daub their hair 


bas the form of 
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with a grey clay, mixed with pow- 
dered thells sy waich they keep in 
balls, and chew into a kind of {oft 
paite, when they have occaffon to 
mase ufe of it. This keeps the hair 
imooth, and, in time, changes it to 
a pale yellow colour, 

‘* Both fexes wear necklaces, 
made of ttrings of {mall variegated 
fhells; and an ornament, in the 
form of the handle of a cup, about 
two inches long, and half an inch 
broad, made of wood, ttone, or 
ivory, finely polifhed, which is 
hung about the neck, by fine threads 
of twifted hair, doubled fometimes 
an hundred fold. Inftead of this 
ornament fome of them wear, on 
their breaft, a fmall human &; 
made of bone, fuipended in. the 
fame manner 

The fan, or fly- “flap, 1 is alfo an 
ornament ufed by both fexes. The 
molt ordinary kind are made of the 
fibres of the cocoa-nut, tied loofe, 
in bunches, to the top of a fmooth 
polithed handle. ‘The tail feathers 
of the cock, and of the tropic- 
bird, are alfo uted in the fame 
manner; but the moit valuabic are 
thofe which have the handle made 
of the arm or leg bones of :an enc- 
my {fain in battle, and which are 
prefe rved with great care, and hand- 
ed Cow, from tather to a as 
my ies Of inettimable value. 

The cuitom of tattowing the 
body they have in common with 
the reft of the aati: the South 
Sea Iilands ; but it ts only at New 
Zealand and the Sandwich Iflands 
that they tattow ¢t There is 
alfo this difference between the twa 
laft, that in the former it 


eure . 


C$ O1 


‘ . 
ti! es race, 


is done 
in elegant fpiral volutes, and in 
the latter in traight lines, crofhing 
cach other at right ang The 
hands and arms of the women are 
alfo very neatly marked, and they 
have a fingular ¢€u amongit 
” them, 


ies. 


itom 















































them, the meaning of which we 
could never learn, that of tattowing 
the tip of the tongues of the te- 
males. 

‘* From fome information we re- 
ecived, relative to the cuftom of 
tattowing, we were inclined to 
think that ic is frequently intended 
as a ligh Of mourning on the death 
of achief, or any other calamitous 
event; for we were often told that 
fuch a particular mark was in me- 
mory of fuch a chief; and fo of 
the reft. it may be here too ob- 
ferved, that the loweft clafs are 
ofien tattowed with a mark that 
dillinguifhes them as the property 
of the feveral chiefs to whom they 
belone. 

‘© ‘The drefs of the men genc- 
rally confit!s only of a pi of 
thick cloth called the maro, about 
ten or twelve inches br il, which 
they pafs between the iegs, and tie 
round the wailt. ‘lbis is the com- 
mon drefs of all ranks of people. 
Their mats, fome of which arc 
beaetifully manufactured, are of 
various fizes, but moftly about five 
feet long, and four broad. ‘Thete 
they throw over their fhoulders, 
and bring forward before ; but they 
are feldom ufcd, except in time of 
war, for which purpofe they iecm 
better adapted than for ordinary 
ufe, being of a thick and cumber- 
fome texture, and capable of break- 
ing the blow of a ftone, or any 
blunt weapon. ‘Their feet are ge- 
nerally bare, except when they 
have occafion to travel over the 
burnt ftones, when they fecure 
them with a forte of fandal, made 
of cords, twitted from the fibres of 
the cocoa-nut. Such is the ordi- 
nary drefs of thefe iflanders; but 
they have another, appropriated to 
their chicfs, and. ufed on cere:no- 
nious occafions, confifting of a fea- 
thered cloak and helmet, which, 
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m point of beauty and magnif. 
cence, 18 perhaps nearly equal to 
that of any nation in the world, 
As this drefs has been already de. 
fcribed with great accuracy and 
minutenefs, I have only to add 
that thefe cloaks are made of dif. 
ferent lengths, in proportion to the 
rank of the wearer, fome of thenj 
reaching no lower than the middle, 
others trailing on the ground. The 
inferior chiefs have alfo a fhort 
cloak, refembling the former, made 
of the long tail-feathers of the 
cock, the tropic and man of war 
birds, with a broad border of the 
fmall red and yellow f thers, and 
a collar of the fame. Others again 
are maue of teathers catirely white, 
with variegated borders. ‘The hels 
met has a ftrone lining of wicker. 
work, capable of breaking the blow 
of any warlike initrument, and 
fecms evidently defigned for that 
purpofe. 

‘© Thefe feathered dreffes feemed 
to be exceedingly fearce, appro- 
priated to perfons of the highett 
rank, and worn by the men only, 
During the whole time we lay in 
Karakakooa Bay we never faw them 
ufed but on three occations ; in the 
curlous ceremony of Terrceoboo’s 
firtt vifit to the fhips; by fome 
chiefs, who were fcen among the 
crowd on-fhore, when captain Cook 
was killed; and afcerward, when 
Eappo broucht his bones to us. 

*s The exact refemblance between 
this habit and the cloak and helmet 
formerly worn by the Spaniards, 
was too flriking not to excite our 
curioity to inquire whether there 
were any probable grounds for fup- 
pofing it to have been borrowed 
from them. After exerting every 
means in our power of obtaining 
information on this fubject, we 
found that they had no immediate 
knowlege of any other nation what- 
ever; 








ever; nor any tradition remaining 
among them of thefe iflands having 
been ever vilited before by fuch 
fhips as ours. But, notwithftand- 
ing the refult of thefe inquiries, the 
uncommon form of this habit ap- 

ars to me a fufficient proof of its 
European origin ;_efpecially when 
added to another circumftance, that 
itis a fingular deviation from the 
general refemblance in drefs which 
prevails amongit all the branches 
of this tribe, difperfed through the 
South Seas We were driven in- 
deed, by this conclufion, to a fup- 
poiition of the fhipwreck of fome 
buccaneer, or Spaniih fhip, in the 
neighbourhood of thefe iflands. 
But when it is recollected, that the 
courfe of the Spanifh trade from 
Acapulco to the Maniilas, is but a 


few degrees to the Southward of 


the Sandwich I{lands, in their paf- 
face out, and to the Northward, on 
their return, this fuppofition will 
not appear in the lea{t improbable. 
“ The common drefs of the wo- 
men bears a clofe refemblance to 
that ofthe men. They wrap round 
the wailt a of cloth, that 
reaches half way down the thighs ; 
and fometimes, in the cool of the 
evening, they appeared with loofe 
pieces of fine cloth thrown over 
their fhoulders, like the women of 
Otaheite. ‘The pau is another drefs 
very frequently worn by the young- 
er part of the fex. It is made ot 
the thinneft and fine} fort of cloth, 
wrapt feveral times round the waitt, 
and defcendine to the leg, fo as to 
have exactly the appearance of a 
full fhort petticoat. ‘Their hair is 
cut fhort behind, and turned up 
before, as is the fafhion among the 
Orahciteans and New Zealanders ; 
all of whom differ, in this refpect, 
from the women of the Friendly 
Iflands, who wear their hair long. 
We faw, indeed, one woman in Ka- 
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rakakooa Bay, whofe hair was ar- 
ranged in a very fingular manner : 
it was turned up behind, and 
brought over the forehead, and 
then doubled back, fo as to form a 
fort of fhade to the face, like a 
finall bonnet. 

‘© Their necklaces are made of 
fhells, or of a hard, fhining, red 
berry. Befides which, they wear 
wreaths of dried flowers of the In. 
dian mallow; and another beauti- 
ful ornament, called eraie, which 
is generally put about the neck, 
but is fometimes tied like a gailand 
round the hair, anddometimes worn 
in both thefe ways at once, as may 
be feen in the print of the woman 
of the Sandwich Iflands. Itis a 
ruff of the thickneis of a finger, 
made, in a curious manner, of ex- 
cecdingly {mall feathers, woven fo 
clofe together as to form a furtace 
as {mooth as that of the richeft vel- 
vet. The ground was generally of 
a red colour, with alternate circles 
of green, yellow, and black. ‘Their 
bracelets, which were alfo of great 
varicty, and very peculiar kinds, 
have been already deferibed. 

6 At Atooi, fome of the women 
wore litle figures of the turte, 
neatly formed of wood or ivory, 
tied on their fingers in the manner 
we wear rings, Whv this animal 
is thus particularly diflinguifhed, I 
leave to the conjectures of the cu- 
There is alfo an ornament 
made of fhells, taftened in rows on 
a eround of trong netting, fo as to 
firike each other when in motion; 
which both menand women, when 
they dance, tie either round the 
arm or the ancie, or below theknee. 
Inftead of fhells they fometimes 
make ufe of dovs tecth, anda hard 
red berry, refembling that of the 
holly. 

« There remains to be mentioned 
another ornament. It is a kind of 
mafk, 
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mafk, made of a large gourd, with 
holes cut in it for the eyes and nofe. 
‘The top was ftuck full of fmall 
green twigs, which, at a diltance, 
had the appearance of an elegant 
waving plume ; and from the lower 
part hung narrow ftripes of cloth, 
refembling a beard. We never faw 
thefe mafks worn but twice, and 
both times by a number of people 
together in a canoe, who came to 
the fide of the fhip, laughing and 
drolling, with an air of mafquer ad 
ang. Whether ih: may not like- 
wife be ufed asa defence for the 
head againit ftones, for which they 
feem bett defigne “d, or in fome of 
their public games, or be merely 
intended tor the purpofes of mum- 
mery, we could never inform our- 
felves. 

*¢ Tt has already been remarked, 
im a few inftances, that the natives 
of the Sandwich Iflands approach 
nearer to the New Zealanders, in 
their manners and cuftoms, than to 
either of their lefs dittant neigh- 
bours of the Society or Friendly 
Iflands. This is in nothing more 
obfervable than in their method or 
living together in fimall towns or 
villages, containing from about one 
hundred to two hundred houfes, 
built pretty clofe together, w shout 
any order, and having a winding 
path leading through them. They 
are generally flanked, toward the 
fea, with loofe detached walls, 
which probably are meant both for 
the purpofes of thelter and defence. 
The figure of their houfes has been 
already defcribed. They are of 
different fizes, from eighteen feet 
by twelve, to forty-five by twenty- 
four. There are fome of a larger 
kind ; being fifty feet long and 
thirty broad, and quite open at one 
end. Thefe, they told us, were 
deligned for travelicrs or ftrangers, 
who were only making a fhort tay. 


at the SANDWICIT ISLANDS, 


‘ In addition to the furniture 
of thels houlcs, which has beeg 
accuratcly detcribed by captain 
Cook, 1 have pnly to add, thar at 
one end are mats on which they 
flzep, with wooden pillows, or fleep. 
ing ttools, exactly like tho’e of the 
Cc hinefe. Some of the b tter fort 
of houfes have a court-yard before 
them, neatly railed ia, with fmaller 
houfes built round it, for their fer. 
vants. In this area they generally 
eat, and fit during the day-iime, 
In the fides of the hills, and among 
the {leep rocks, we alfo obferved 
feve ral holes or CAVES, vhich ap- 
peared to be inhabited: but as the 
entrance was detendcd with wicker- 
work, und we alfo found, io the 
only one that was vilited, a ftone 
fence running acrofs it within, we 
imagine they are principally dee 
ligned for places of retreat, in cafe 
of an attack from an ¢ nemy. 

‘¢ The food of the lower clafs of 
people contiits principally of fit, 
ey veretables; fuch as yams, 
{weet potatoes, tarrow, plantains, 
fugar-canes, and bread fruit. To 
thefe the people of a higher rans 
add the flefh of hogs and dogs, 
drefied in the fame manner as at 
the Society Itlands. ‘They alfo eat 
fowls of the fame domettic kind 
with o Ir ; but they are neither 
plentiful, nor much el! teemed by 
them. It is remarke d by captain 
Cook, tha it the bread-fruitand y: ya 
appeared fcarce amongit them, an 
i reckoned great rarities. We 
found this sfot to be the cafe on our 
fecond Vilit ; and it 1s th rerore 
molt probable, that, as theie veg 
tables were generall: 
interior parts of che ime t0| ; 
natives had nor had time to a 
them down to us. during the fhore 
ftay we made in \Vymoa “eng Their 
fifh they falt, and prefer ve in gourd: 
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td, for the purpofe of providing 
againit any temporar fearcity, but 
from the preterence they give to 
falted meats. for we alfo found, 
that the Erees ufed to pickle pieces 
of pork in the fame manner, and 
efeemed it a great delicacy. 
“Their cookery is exactly of 
the fame fort with that already de- 
fcribed, in the accounts that have 
been publifhed of the other South 
Sea iflands; and though captain 
Cook complains of the fournefs of 
their tarrow puddings, yet, in juf- 
tice to the many excellent meals 
they afforded us in Karakakooa Bay, 
] mutt be permitted to refcue them 
from this gencral cenfure, and to 
declare that I never ext better even 
in the Friendly Iilands. It is how- 
ever remarkable, that they had not 
got the art of preferving the bread- 
fruit, and making the four pafte of 
it called Maihee, as at the Society 
Iflands; and it was fome fatisfac- 
tion to us, in return for their great 
kindnefs and hofpitality, to have it 
in our power to teach them this 
ufeful fecret. They are exceed- 
ingly cleanly at their meals; and 
their mode of dreffing both their 
animal and veretable food, was uni- 
verfally allowed to be greatly fupe- 
rior to ours, The chiefs conftantly 
begin their meal with a dofe of the 
extract of pepper-root, brewed after 
the ufual manner. ‘The women cat 
aparttrom the men, and are tabooed, 
or torbidden, as has been already 
mentioned, the ufe of pork, turtle, 
and particular kinds of plantains. 
However, they would eat pork with 
Us in private; but we could never 
prevail upon them to touch the two 
lait articles, 
_““ The way of fpending their 
time appears to be very fimple, and 
to admit of little variety, They 
rife with the fun; and, after en- 
joying the cool of the evening, re- 
1784. 
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tire to reft a few hours after fun- 
fet. The making of canoes and 
mats forms the occupations of the 
Erees ; the women are e mployed in 
manufacturing cloth ; and the Tow- 
tows are principally engaged in the 
plantations and fifting. Their idle 
hours are filled up with various 
amufements. Their young men 
and women are fond of dancing ; 
and, on more folemn occafions, 
they have boxing and wreftling 
matches, after the manner of the 
Friendly Iflands; though, in all 
thefe refpecis, they are much in 
ferior to the latter, 

‘© Their dances have a much 
nearer refemblance to thofe of the 
New Zealanders than of the Ota- 
heiteans or Friendly Iflanders. They 
are prefaced with a flow, folemn 
fong, in which all the party join, 
moving their legs, and gently itrik- 
ing their breaiis, in a manner, and 
with attitudes, that are perfectly 
eafy and graceful; and fo tar they 
are the fame with the dances of the 
Society Iflands. When this has 
lafted about ten minutes, both the 
tune and the motions gradually 
quicken, and end only by their in- 
ability to fupport the fatigue ¢ 
which part of the performance is 
the exact counterpart of that of the 
New Zealanders; and (as it is 
among thenr) the perfon who ufes 
the moft violent action, and holds 
out the loneecit, is applauded as the 
beft dancer. It is to be obferved, 
that, in this dance, the women only 
take a part, and that the dancing 
of the men is nearly of the fame 
kind with what we faw of the fmall 
parties at the Friendly Iflands ; and 
which may, perhaps, with more 
propriety, be called the accompani- 
ment of fongs, with correfponding 
and graceful motions of the whole 
body. Yet as we were {peétators 
of boxing exhibitions, of the fame 

G kind 






kind with thofe we were entertained 
with at the Friendly Iflands, it is 
probable that they had likewiie 
their grand ceremonious dances, fn 
which numbers of both fexes af 
fitted. 

«© Their mufic is alfo of a ruder 
kind, having neither flutes nor 
reeds, norinitruments of any other 
fort, that we faw, except drums of 
various fizes. But their fongs, 
which they fung in parts, and ac- 
company with a gentle motion of 
the arms, in the fame manner as 
the Friendly Iflandersy had a very 
pleafing effect. 

‘¢ It is very remarkable that the 
people of thefe illands are great 
gamblers. ‘lhey have a game very 
much like our draughts; but, if 
one may judge from the number of 
fquares, 1t is much more intricate, 
‘Lhe board is about two feet long, 
and is divided into two hundred and 
thirty-eight fquares, of which there 
are tourteen in a row, and they 
make ufe of black and white peb- 
bles, which they move trom fquare 
to {quare. 

¢¢ There is another came, which 
coniiiis in hiding a itone under a 
piece of cloth, which one of the 
parties {preads out, and rumples in 
fuch a manner, that the place where 
the ftone lies is diffcult to be diftin- 
euifhed. The antagontit, with a 
ftick, then iirikes the part of the 
cloth where he imagines the ttone 
to be; and as the chances are, upon 
the whole, confiderably againit his 
hitting it, odds, of all degrees, va- 
rying with the opinion of the {kill 
of the parties, are laid on the fide 
of him who hides. 

‘¢ Befides thefe games, they fre- 
quently amufe themfelves with ric- 
ing-matches between the boys and 
girls; and here again they wager 
with great fpirit. I faw a man in 


a moft violent rage, tearing his 
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hair, and beating his breatt, after 
lofing three hatchets at one of thefe 
races, Which he had jutt before 
purchated from us with half his 
fubitance. 

‘*¢ Swimming is not only a necef. 
fury art, im which both their men 
and women are more expert than 
any people we had hitherto feen, 
but a favourie divertion among 
them. One particular mode, ig 
which they fometimes amufed them. 
felves with this exercife, in Kara. 
kakooa Bay, appeared to us moft 
perilous and extraordinary, and 
well deferving a diftinct relation, 

‘¢ ‘| he furt, which breaks onthe 
coaft round the bay, extends to the 
diitance of about one hundred and 
fitry vards trom the fhore, within 
which fpace, the furges of the fea, 
accumulating from the fhallownefs 
of the water, are dathed againft the 
beach with prodigious violence, 
Whenever, from ftormy weather, 
or any extraordinary {well at fea, 
the impetuofity of the furf 1s in. 
creafed to its utmoft height, they 
choofe that time for this amufe- 
ment, which is performed m the 
following manner. ‘Twenty or 
thirty of the natives, taking eacha 
long narrow board, rounded at the 
ends, fet out together from the 
fhore. ‘Fhe firit wave they meet 
they plunge under, and fuffering it 
to roll over them, rife again beyond 
it, and make the bett of their way 
by fwimming out into the fea. The 
fecond wave is encountered in the 
fame manner with the firit ; the 
rreat difficulty confitting im feizyng 
the proper moment or diving under 
it, which, if miffed, the perion 1s 
ciucht by the jurf, and driven back 
avain with great violence ; and all 


his dexter ry is then required to 
prevent himfe!f from bein da‘hed 
avaintt the rocks. \s ioon as they 
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farts, the finooth water beyond th 
furf, they lay themielves at leah 
ba their board, and prepare ‘for 
their return, As the furt confitls 
yf a number of waves, of which 
every third is remarked to be ale 
ways much larger than the others, 
and to flow hizher on the fhore, the 
ret. breaking in the interm ediate 
fpace, their ‘fir(t object is to place 
themielves on the fummit of the 
largeit furge, by which they are 
driven along with amaz ing rapidity 
toward the fhore. If by miflake 
they fhould place themfelves on one 
of the {maller waves, which breaks 
hefore they reach the land, or fhould 
not be a':le to keep their plank ina 


s a ction on the top ot the 


{well, are leit expofed to the 
fury of the next, ana, to avoid it, 
ere obliged avain to dive and regain 
the place trom which they {et out. 
Thote who fucceed in their object 
of reaching the fhore, have itil 
the greate(t danger to encounter, 


The coatt being guaraed by a cham 
here and there a 
{mall opening between them, they 
obliced to ft heir board 
ot thefe, or, in cale 

recfore they 
plunging un- 


der the wave, make the beft of their 


of rocks, with 


1] ; 
quit it, 


the rocks, and, 


way back agein, This 1s reckoned 
ver diferacetul, and is alfo at- 
tended with the lofs of the board, 
which l haveo ter feen, with creat 
terror, dashed to pi ces, ar the very 


moment the rilande r ie ted tf. The 
boldn: fs and addrefs, with which we 
faw them p Notds thefe dificult and 
dangerous mancuvres, was 
ther allonifhing, and is fearcely 
be credited. 
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of it, and to fet its dangers at dea 
fiance. A canoe being overfet, in 
Which was a woman with her child. 
ren, one of them, aa infant, who, 
I am convinced, was not more than 
four years old, feemed hi: ghly de- 
a San ed with what had hap; ened, 
vinm'ng abour at its eafe, aia 
eariad a hundred tricks, tll the 
canoe Was put to rights again. 

‘¢ Betfides the amufements I have 
already mentioned, the young child- 
ren have one, which was much 
played at, and fhewed no fmall de- 
gree of dexteritv. They take a 
fhort iick, with a peg fharpened at 
both ends, running through’ one 
extremity of it, and exteiding about 
an inch on each fide ; and throw- 

ig up a ball made of green leaves 

mou ilded tog ether, and fecured with 
twine, they catch it on the point 

tthe peg; and immediately throws 
ing it up again fiom the peg, they 
turn the ftick ro und, and thus keep 
catching it on each peg alternately, 
without miiling ir, for a confider- 
able time. Th y pot lefs ex- 

yerc at another vame of the lame 
»p in the air, and 
catching mm their turns a number 
of thete balls ; at we frequent 
ly faw little children thus keep in 
moti m five at a t! me, \W it} I this 
play the young people like- 
wile divert themieives at the Friends 
ly Jilands. 

«¢ ‘The creat ref 
pre ails mM the 


ind navication, 
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femblance which 
of a rric ulture 

amonclt all the in- 
habitants of the South Sea iilands, 
leaves me very little to add on thole 
heads. Captain Cook has already 


rere 


mod ( 


delcribed the fieure of the canoes 
we faw at Artooi. Thole of the 
other iflands were precifely the 
farne ; and the ‘it weflaw was a 


double canoe belonging to Terreeo- 
boo, which meatured feventy feet 
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in length, three and a half in depth, 
and twelve in breadth ; and each 
was hollowed out of one tree. 

‘¢ The progrefs they have made 
in feulpture, their kill in painting 
cloth, and their manufacturing of 
mats, have been all particularly 
defcribed. ‘The moft curious {pe- 
cimens of the fovmer, which we 
faw during our fecond vifit, are the 
bowls, in which the chiefs drink 
ava. ‘Thefe are ufually about eight 
or ten inches in diameter, perfectly 
round, and beautifully polifhed. 
They are fupported by three, and 
fometimes four {mall human figures, 
in various attitudes. Some of them 
refit on the hands of their fupport- 
ers, extended: over the head ; others 
on the head and hands; and fome 
on the fhoulders. The figures, I 
am told, are accurately proportion- 
ed, and neatly finifhed, and even 
the anatomy ot the mufcles, in fup- 
porting the weight, well pent > J 

‘“¢ Their cloth is made of the 
fame materials, and in the fame 
manner, as at the Friendly and So- 
ciety Iflands. ‘That which is de- 
figned to be painted, is of a thick 
and ftrong texture, feveral folds 
being beat and incorporated toge- 
ther; after which it is cut in 
breadths, about two or three feet 
wide, and is painted in a variety of 
patterns, with a comprehenfive- 
nefs and regularity of defign, that 
befpeaks infinite taffe and fancy. 
The exaétnefs with whieh the moft 
intricate patterns are continucd, is 
the more furprifing, when we con- 
fider that they have no ftamps, and 
that the whole is done by the eye, 
with pieces of bamboo cane dipped 
in paint; the hand being fupport- 
ed by another piece of the cane, in 
the manner practifed by our paint- 
ers. Their colours are extracted 
from the fame berries, and other 
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vegetable fubflances, as at Otm 
heite, which have been already de. 
fcribed by former voyagers, 

** The butinefs of painting be. 
longs entirely to the women, andis 
called kipparee ; and it is remark. 
able, that they always gave the 
fame name to our writing. The 
young women would often take the 
pen out of our hands, and thew us, 
that they knew the ufe of it as well 
as we did; at the fame time tell. 
ing us, that our pens were not fo 
good as theirs. They looked upon 
a fheet of written paper as a piece 
of cloth ftriped after the fathion of 
our country ; and it was not with. 
out the utmott difficulty that we 
could make them undertiand, that 
our figures had a meaning in them 
which theirs had not, 

‘¢ Their mats are made of the 
leaves of the pandanus, and, as 
well as their cloths, are beautifully 
worked in a variety of patterns, and 
{tained of diferent colours. Some 
have a ground of pale green, fpot- 
ted with fquares, or romboids, of 
red; others are of a ftraw colour, 
{potted with green; and others are 
worked with beautiful ftripes, either 
in ftraight or waving lines of red 
and brown. In this article of mas 
nufacture, whether we regard the 
{trength, finenefs, or beauty, they 
certainly excel the whole world. 

‘¢ Their fifhing-hooks are made 
of mother-of-pearl, bone, or wood, 
pointed and barbed with fmall 
bones, or tortoife-fhell. They are 
of various fizes and forms; but the 
mo{t common are about two or three 
inches long, and made in the fhape 
of a fmall fith, which ferves as 4 
bait, having a bunch of feathers 
tied to the head or tail. Thofe 
with which they fifl for fharks are 
of a very large fize, being gene 
rally fix or eight inches long. Con- 
fidering 











fidering the materials of which 
thefe hooks are made, their ftrength 
and neatnets are really attoniihing ; 
and, in fact, we tound them, 
upon trial, much fuperior to our 
onn. 

‘ The line which they ufe for 
gihing, for making nets, and for 
other “domeitic purpotes, is of dit- 
ferent degrees of finenels, and is 
made of the bark of tne touta, or 
cloth tree, neatly and evenly twitt- 
ed, in the fame manner as our com- 
mon twine, and may be continued 
toany length. They have a finer 
fort, made of the bark of a {mall 
{hrub called areemah ; and the finett 
is made of human hair; but this 
lait is chiefly ufed for things of or- 
nament. The y alion ake C corda, ge 
of a ftronger kind, for the rigging 
of their canoes, trom the fibrous 
coatings of the cocoa-nuts. Some 
of this we purchafed tor our own 
ule, and tound it well adapted to 
the fmaller hinds of running rig- 
ging. They likewife make another 
fort of cordage, which is flat, and 
exceedingly itrong, and ufed prin- 
cipally in lafhing the roofing of their 
houle:, or whatever they with to 
fatten tight together. This laft is 
not twitted line the former forts, 
but is made of the fibrous ttrings of 
the cocoa-nut’s coat, pli lited with 
the fingers, in the manner our fail- 
ors make their points tor the reef- 
ung of fails. 

‘The gourds, which grow to 
fo enormous a fize, that fome or 
them are capable of cont uning 
trom ten to twelve gallons, are ap- 
plied to all manner of domeliic 
purpofes ; and in order to fit rhem 
the better to their reipe ive utes, 
they have the ingenuity to e 
them different forms, by t ing 
bandages round thern during their 
growth. ‘Thus fome of them are 
of a long cylindrical form, as beit 
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adapted to contain their> fifhing- 
tackle ; others are of a dif form, 
and thefe ferve to hold their falt, 
and falted provilions, their pud- 
dings, vegetables, &c. which two 
forts have neat clofe covers, made 
likewife of the gourd ; others again 
are exactly the fhape of a bottle 
with a long neck, and in thefe they 
keep their water. ‘They have like- 
wile a method of fcoring them with 
a heated initrument, fo as to give 
them che appearance of being paint- 
ed, in a variety of neat and ele- 
gant defigns. 

“ Amongit their arts, we muft 
not forget that “of making falt, 
with which we were ainply fup- 
plied during our itay at thefe 
lands, and which was perfectly 
good of its kind. Their falt-pans 
are made of eatth, lived with clay ; 
being generally fix or eight feet 
fguare, and about eight inches 
deep. They are raifed upon a bank 
of itones near the high water mark, 
from whence the falt water is con- 
ducted to the foot of them in fmall 
trenches, gut of which they are 
filled, and the fun quickly pers 
forms the neceflary procefs of eva- 
poration, ‘The falt we procured at 
Atooi and Oneeheow, on our fi tt 
vilit, was of a brown and dirty 
fort ; but that which we afterward 
got in Karakakooa Bay, was white, 
and ot a molt excellent quality, 
and in great abundance. Belides 
the quantity we ufed in falting 
pork, we filled all our empty caik-, 
amounting to fixteen puncheons, 
in the Kefolution only. 

‘ Their inftruments of war are 
fpears; daggers, called sesame 
clubs; and flings. The {pears are 
of two forts, and made of a hard 
folid wood, which has much the 
appearance of mahogany. One fort 
is from fix to eight feet in length, 
finely polifhed, and gradually in- 

G 3 sreafing 











creafing in thicknefs from the ex- 
tremity till within about half a foot 
of the point, which tapers fud- 
denly, and is furnifhed with four 
or fix rows of barbs. It is not im- 

robable that thefe might be ufed 
in the way of darts. ‘The other 
fort, with which we faw the war- 
riors at Owhyhee and Atooi moftly 
armed, are twelve or fifteen feet 
Jong, and, inttead of being barbed, 
terminate toward the point, like 
their daggers. 

«© The dagger, or pahooa, is 
made of heavy black wood, 
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fembling ebony. Its length j, 
from one to two feet, with a ftrin 
palling through the handle, for the 
purpole of fufpending it to the 
arm, 

‘¢ The clubs are made indiffer. 
ently of feveral forts of wood, 
They are of rude workmanthip, and 
of a varicty o' thapes and fizes. 

‘“ The flings have nothing fine 
gular about them, and in no re. 
{pect differ from our common a“ ng 
except that the ttone is lode 
piece of 
ther,”? 


ed ba s 
mitt! ng initead af lea. 

















CLASSICAL 





i a as ae Oe oe ie 





AND POLITE 


M, 











On the AUTHORITY of HOMER, as an HISTORIAN, 


[From Mr. Mrrrorp’s Hittery of Grecce.] 


UCH then were the Trojan 
war and iis confequences, 
according to the beit of the uncon- 
neck d and detective accounts fIre- 
maining, among which thofe of Lio- 
held the firlt rank. 


of the 


mer have alway 
The 
{ reat 

L. 
mocem 


authority, however, 
poet aus ah hittorian has in 
1 times been vanoufly eiti- 
mated. Among the ancients it was 
Iefs queftioned. As it is of the 
the hiftory of 
€ its 
ine re 


higheii Npertance to 
the early aves that it fhould has 
due weigher, i will mention 
fome ot the pr 
proof in is 
occur hereatter. in 


i Cli cum lance 
others will 
Hlomer’s ave 


1! cipa 


favout 


then, it thould be remembered, 
potts were the only i) hiftortans : from 
which though it does not at all fol- 
low thar poets would alw ays fcru- 
puloutly adhere to truth, yet it ne- 
ceflarily follows, that veracity in 
hittorical narration would wie a 


lar; ve {hare ot a Pp et’s merit in pi ub- 
lic opinion: a circumftance which 
the common ufe of written 
and prote hittories intia irlv and to- 
tally altered. 
the very remarkable col fiftency Ui 
Ho mer’s hiftorical anecdotes, wa 
outly hiperfed a ig thev are 
his ‘ounkedl details and embeilith- 
ents, torm a fecond and powertul 


records 


rl- 


among 


The probability and 
. * 


teflimony. Indeed the connedion 
ind the clearnefg ot Grecian hif- 
tory through the very early times 
of which Homer has treated, ap- 
pear extraordinary, when compare 
ed with th e darknefs and uncertainty 
that beein in the inflant of our lof- 
his s es and continue 
through age In confirmation then 
of this er aa evidence, we 
have very complete pofitive proot 
of the only point that could admit 
of it, his geography; which has 
wonderfully tlood the moft fermpu- 
lous Inquiries trom thofe who were 

every way qualified to make them, 
From all thefe, with perhaps other 
tollowed what we 


ing 


conidcrations, 


may add in the fourth place, the 
credit paid to Hemer’s hiftory by 
the :.0.t judicious profe-writers of 


anti jul V» and among the early 
ones particularly by ‘Thucydides. 

gur the very fame of the principal 
perfons and events celebrated by 
Homer feems to have led tome to 
on their reality. Perbaps it 
not be arm improper digrcilion 
to bring to the reader’s recol- 
patlage in the hitlory of 
the Britith iflands, bearing fo clo‘e 
an analogy to fome ot the moft re- 
markable circumftances in Homer’s 
hiftory, that, it aifords no sncons- 


G \ ceral ile 


queen 
may 
here 
lection a 







derable collateral fupport to that 
poet’s authoriry as a faithful relater 
of facts, and painter of manners. 
Exploits like that of Paris were, in 
the twelfth century, not uncommon 
in Ireland: In a lower line they 
have been frequent there ftill in our 
days; but in that age popular opi- 
nion was fo favourable to them, that 
even princes, like Jafon and Paris, 
gloried in fuch proofs of their gal- 
lantry and {pirit. Dermot, king of 
Leiniter, accordingly formed adetign 
on Dervorghal, a celebrated beauty, 
wife of O’Ruark, king of Leitrim ; 
and, between force and fraud, he 
fucceeded in carrying her off. O’Ru- 
ark refented the affrout, as might be 
expected. He procured a contede- 
racy of neighbouring chieftains, 
with the king of Connaught, the 
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moft powerful prince of Ireland at 
their head. Leintter was invaded 
the princefs was recovered, and. 
after hoftilities continued with va. 
rious fuccefs during many years 
Dermot was expelled from his king. 
dom. Thus tar the refemblance 
holds with much exactnels. The 
fequel differs : forthe rape of Der- 
vorzhal, beyond comparifon infe. 
nor in celebrity, had yer conte 
— far more important than 
the rape of Helen. The tucitive 
Dermot, deprived of other hope, 
applied to the powerful monarch of 
the neighbouring itland, Henry the 
Second ; and in return for affiftance 
to reftore him to his dominions, of- 
fered to hold them in vaflalage of 
the crown of England. The Eng. 
lif, conqueit of Ireland followed. 





On the ACCEPTATION of the Word “ TYRANT,” 
ANCIENT GRECIANS. 


among the 


[From the fame Work, ] 


66 HE term Tyrant, among the 

Greeks, had a very differ- 
ent fignification trom what it now 
bears in all modern languages. It 
meant a citizen of a republic, who 
by any means acquired fovereignty 
over his fellow-citizens, Many of 
the Grecian tyrants were men of 
extraordinary virtue, who ufed their 
power in ftrict conformity to etta- 
blifhed law, and very advantage- 
oufly for the people they governed. 
Thus they differed widely from Ty- 
rants in the modern acceptation of 
the word. But fome even were 
raifed to the dignity of tyrant by a 
voluntary decree of the people them- 
felves. Plutarch mentions’ particu- 
larly Tynnondas thus elected by the 
Eubccans, and Pitticus by the My- 
iylenwans; and he fays the Athe- 


niuns would fo have elected Solon. 
Ulurper theretore is net a convert. 
ible term: though in general the 
Grecian tyrants were — ufurpers. 
Without a favouring party among 
the people, no man could rife to 
the tyranny: therefore a man of 
univerial bad charaéter could not 
become atyrant. But the violence 
of faction among the Greeks was 
extreme : enormous feverities were 
frequently practiied ag tinit a deteat- 
ed party: perhaps molt enormous 
when the prevailing one was not 
headed by a tyrant; who might 
have authority to reftrain private 
malice and check popular fury. A 
citizen, however, irregularly raifed 
to fovereignty over his fellow-citle 
zens, would often find himfelt very 
infecure in his exaltation. Populet 

favour 











faweur, and party favour, which is 
3 more confined popular favour, are 
extremely liable to fluctuate. But 
firmneis is neceflary to command ; 
and even great abilities united with 
forrunate circumftances would with 
difficulty, in fach a fituation, avoid 
the neceility or occational feverity ; 
weak minds and morote tempers 
would naturally fall into cruelty, 
The outcry againtt tyrants then has 
been firit raited by the difappoint- 
ment ot ta¢tion ; for among the an- 
cients the appellation was arbitra- 
rily applied ; the perfon to whom 
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it was given being often really no 
more than the leader of a faction ; 
and fometimes, as we have jult feen, 
a fovereign by the bett of all rights, 
the voice of the people. But mott 
commonly tyrants were more or lefs 
ufurpers of power which the laws 
of their country forbad; and too 
frequent feverities were ufed, fome- 
times atrocious crimes perpetrated,* 
to acquire that power or to retain 
it. Hence alone the modern ac- 
ceptation of the term Tyrant, from 
which it is _neceffary to dittinguith 
the ancient.” 
















Of CHRIST’s KIRK of the GREEN. 


[From the Hiftorical and Critical Differtation on the Life and Writings of 
James the Firft, King of Scoruanp, prefixed to the Poetical Remains 


of that Monarch. ] 


“FTHIS ancient poem has, by men 
ot tafte, always been eiteem- 
ed a valuable relique of the old Scot- 
ith poetry. For the poetical lan- 
guaye of the time, the ludicrous 
defcripsions, and the free vein of 
gen une wit and humour which runs 
through it, it 1s, even at this day, 
read with pleafure. It mutt be va- 
luable, were its only merit that of 
being deferiptive of the humour and 
manners of the counwry, 350 years 
apo. 
_ ** Tam aware, that the general- 
ity of late writers have attributed 
this poem to that gallant prince 
James V. who was alioa poct. | 
thall examine this point ; and I hope 
I fhall be able, notwithftanding 
many great authorities to the con- 
trary, to make it evident, that 
James I, was the author of Chriil’s 
Ark of the Green. 
“ t fhall begin, by ftating the 
wuthorities which give this poem to 
sing James V, 






















“© The oldeft of thefe, fo far as 
I have been able to difcover, is that 
of bifhop Edmund* Gibfon, who, 
Anno 1691, publifhed an edition at 
Oxford of the poem of Chrift’s 
Kirk of the Green, with learned 
notes. The title which the bifhop 
gives his book, is ‘* Chrift’s Kirk 
on the Green, compofed, as is fup- 
poted, by king James V.”—And, 
in an elegant Latin preface to this 
poem, he thus writes, * Gratulor 
tibi lector, er Muflis, regem in Par- 
naflo, non infeliciter fomniantem.— 
De jacobi, ejus nominis apud Sco- 
tos Quinti, familia, eruditione, 
icientia militari, confulendi funt 
hiftoricorum annales.  Principem 
autem hune poefin deperiifle, nil 
mirum : commune id illi, cum au- 
guftiffimis aliis viris, qui haud pauci 
carmen in deliciis habuere.” 

‘“* The next authority is the edi- 
tor of the lait edition of Gavin 
Douglas’s Trantlation of Virgil’s 
ZEneis, publifhed at Edinburgh, 
1710, 








{106} Of CHRIST’s 
1710, Who, in his preface, thus 
mentions this poein; ** with notes 
ublifhed at Oxford fome years ago, 
a a celebr ated writs r on the tam- 
James V. enti- 


ous poem of king ] 
n the Green.” 


tled, Chrift’s Kirk o 


© On the fame tide is Tanner 
bifhop of St. Afaph, who, 1 his 


Bibliotheca Britannico -] Hiber nica, 
fub voce Jacobi Quinti, Regis Sco- 
tiz, mentions the | poem of Chritt’s 


Kirk of the Green as written by 


that prince, and adds, ** Edid: 
notifque ii] aftr avi it cl. E d nona Gi! De- 
fon, Oxon. 169 Tanner's bi- 


bliotheca yo" ifhed fo.late as 
at year 17 7406 
Thefe ar 
ive tires 
h attribute this 
“ae V. I hall 
arguments on that fide of the as ef- 
tion from an author of dill greater 
weir ht tha many of the above, that 
is, the learned Sir Da d Dalrym- 
ple, Be Ta We 3 8 wofe Opinio 

although he candidly 
sonthe fa 


e the only ancient and 
that I have teen, 
pocm tO king 


' ’ 


fum up the whole 


not Uece 


t! P 
ia 


cor $ 


. . a . . 
Cie, 15 ne fide with 


, 
adove authors. 
’ YT ws 
‘© Tord Hailes areues thus, 
AT \ ®: 
ee birt, i >» tab siite of kine 


Jame ; I. wmennons fever: 


° , , - 
written by that prince, but favs no- 


a: : gna pete 
thing oF Gol fKirk Of the Green, 
et See ’ diy, The 1? } 'k} nto S 
Winctiles at the I OP ust 
¢< .*< it > i t ti Wi ch lord 
} ’ a Se + . ’ } ba y” rye 
$s 1s 11 in bates tO amore 


modern wra than 
- e 
Bithop Gibfen and bi 
anner, and the edt vr of Ga- 
vin Douglas’s Virgil, « cree in 
atti ibuting the poem of i 
Kirk of the Green to king James V. 
“© T fhall atrem; pt to ai ifn er th 

arcuments in 
the firtt, 


the ave ot king 
o o 


he if order 


‘6 That Major, who mentions 
two or three pieces, faid to be com- 
poied by king James 1. docs not 


Q 
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mention the poem of C!} pe Kirk, 


entirely evar Ms, 
te ’ 


is 4 argument 
and can inter no dived ce a: fion 
that king James I. might not “ 
been the author of that poem, as 


weil as of fev ral other piece Has. 


mentioned by M or, 
) Taj ) ot which, tor 
certain, he was hie author, viz 
shee 


Rythmi Lati ini, et de Mutfic a, Men. 

by D -mpiter, and fome other 
p ems m entioned by other authors. 

May > does 1 not pretend to ive 3 
fall. cnumerat ion of the works of 
James, but, after ment ioning two 
or three of his pieces, adds, M66 Be 


pi urimi codices, adhuc apud Sco. 


ote 


tit yee 


to Be 
“ To the fecond, as to the era 
of the plays ot Peebles: The an- 


niverfary games or plays at Peebles 
are of fo high antiquity, that, at 


this d ay, it is only trom traditi n, 
joined to a few remains of anti juity, 
that we rorm any conjecture 
re{pecting the age of their initire- 
tion, or even trace the vettiges of 
what thefe games were. Any ar- 
yument, therefore, deduced trom 
inftirution of the 


can 


he wra ot the 


plays at Peebles, inclines to the op- 
ponte lide from lord Edailes, That 
this rown, fituated on the banks of 
the Tweed, in a paftoral country, 
abounding with game, was much 
reforted to by our ancient Scottith 
yrinees, is certain. King Alexane 


} } .¢ 
nad a aU hi- 


der ILI. 1s taid to have 
ing feat here; 
flood is {till pointed out. 
t “ by Boetius, that 

naftery of Cro‘s Church, 
ruins, was built by that prince; 
and anciently our princes oce ifion- 
ally up their in the 
relis vious houles. Contig rous to it 


the place where it 
We are 
the mo- 
now in 


took relidence 


is 2 piece of g round, of old fur- 
rounded with walls, and {till called 
the King’s Orchard ; and on the 
oppofire | fide of the aver is the 
were 


King’s Green. The pa 


fp: rot “ by 
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hably the golf, a game pecu liar 
to the Scots, toot- ball, and. fhoot- 
ing for prizes with bow and arrow 
The fhooting butts {till remain. 
Archery, within the memory of 
man, was kept up at t Pe dy and 
an ancient filver prize arrow, with 
feveral old medallions appen wed to 
jt, as 1 am informed, is itll pre- 
ferved in the town-houle ot Dees 


bles. 
‘ And to the 


laft argument, to 


we the authorities of bilhops Gib- 
fon and Tanner, and the editor of 
Gavin Douglas’s Vireil, all of 
whom atuibure the above poem to 
king James V. All theie writers 


emote trom 
even of 


Hrove no 


are fo mode 
the age of ja 
James V. that t 
thine. The oldett of 

ters, bifhop Girfon, did 


thefe wri- 
nor pud- 


lith his book till the vear 160918, that 
is, 14) Vears after the death of 
king jan es Ve 2,0 \ cars aricer 


the death of king James I. ee des 
Gibion, upon whote bare affertion 
the ether two ig writers P otet- 
fedly rely, fp bur dubioutiy ; 
his words, as on om 1 ve of 
the poem, are, * Compofed, as it 
is fup; fed, bv k ng J s V.’ 

“ Having thus thown the infuf- 
ficiency of the arguments and au- 
thorities which atrr:bute this poem 
to king James V. I now proceed to 
prove that it btedly the 
work « king 

“ The mony 


, * . . ~~ * 
for this opimnon, 3 that ot Mr. 


title p 


Wiis indou 


lames I. 


{; . wid F 
MO ahbeicht t\ i 


George Bunantyne, to whoie tafte 
and induttry we owe a MS. cul 
leftion of manv fine o.d Scortith 
Poeis pr orto the rear I ‘68, which 


I the date ot his minutertpt. 
In Banantyne’s book, the firft 
9¢M in point ot anti: quity, ie Chriti’s 
irk of the Green, which at the 
tad of it, as was the fafhion of the 
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time, bears this fignature, ** Quod 


Lk}: lame ’ 
king James 1. 


‘** Banantyne’ manufcript was 
finifhed in 1.6%, Within 26 vears of 


the death of Janes V. Banantyne 
may then be rechoned to have been 
contemporary with that prince. Hig 
eftimony, theretore, not only 
proves negatively that king James 
V. was not the author, bur like- 
wife, that univerfal tradition and 
report, tn this laft y ince’s time, ate 
wirimcs this poem to his royal ane 
y |: Limes I. 


op , ' ' . > ° ™ 
i arther, aithoi ‘it may not 


iV TO Ace tain the age of any 

, ’ ! . 
writ ron lal ise, yet I ap- 
pre hend re ries livrong Internal 


eCviden¢ rom the poem ittelf, that 
it b, nas to an ace more anctent 


“< V. 


* King James I. was carried ta 
England im the year 140 + and re- 

ined at the courts of kir » Henry 
IV. V. and VI. unl tl ‘Vear 1424 


J 
returned to his own hing- 
dom; fome years atter which, we 
‘ture this poem to have 
wt ten. I: it is mye red 
with any of the pocms of the age 
ki that is, a century 
later, we flill find the language of 


cho more al nu ju ited and 


difficult to be undertiood than that 
of the latter Fan us make the 
Cv yt") 1) 

* in me nM rays ny of an ‘ent 


‘’ , 
r Green, COl~- 


le‘ted chiefly from B. mantyne’s ma- 
nufiript, the fi ft in the book 1S, 
Chiiiis Kirk of che Green, and 


the Thif- 

and Virtue and 
made by Dunbar, 
upon the mariage of king James 
IV. and Margaret his queen, on 
her com ne to Scotland, and before 
James V. was born. The other 
poem is written by Bellenden, a 
0 


next to it are two poems, 
tle and the Rofe, 
Viec. The firtt 
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of Murray, and addrefled to king 
James V. thenayouth. Let thefe 
two poems be compared with Chrift’s 
Kirk of the Green, and I appre- 
hend that no perfon who is verlant in 
the Scottifh language will have any 
difficulty in pronouncing Chrift’s 
Kirk to be the moft ancient of the 
three poems. ‘To any Scotfman, 
who is tolerably acquainted with the 
orthography of the Scottifh lan- 
guage about 200 years ago, there 
can be no difficulty in underttand- 
ing every parafe, nay aloft eveiy 
word ufed in the two poems oi Dun- 
bar and Bellenden, writren in king 
James IV. and V.’s time ; white in 
the more ancient poem of Chrifl’s 
Kirk,. he mutt, in almoft every 
ftanza, meet with fome phrafe or 
word, the true meaning of which 
he muft be at a lofs to explain. 

‘¢ Lam willing, at the {ame time, 
to allow, that, in a ludicrous poem, 
defcribing the humour of the coun- 
try, feveral words ufed by the vul- 
gar may aflectedly have been intro- 
duced; yet, after all, this will not 
reconcile or make up for the appa- 
yent antiquity of phrafe, as well as 
of words, which runs through the 
whole of the poem of Chrift’s Kirk 
of the Green. 

“© { fhall conclu’e with another 
argument that aries from the poem 
itfelf, which, in my apprehenfion, 
is decifive of the point in quef- 
tion. 

‘* Whoever reads the poem of 
Chrift’s Kirk, fimply as a piece of 
wit and humour, comes very far 
fhort, I imagine, of the patriotic 
defign and intention of its author. 
I thall endeavour to iluftrate this, 

‘¢ In the time of James |, ar- 
chery, as a military art, was prac- 
tifed over all Europe. The Eng- 
lith archers were remarkably expert 
jn the ufe of the bow and arrow: 
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they were commonly ftationed jn 
the van of the army, and began the 
me by a flight of arrows; and, 
when the enemy was thrown into 
diforder, they rufhed in upon them 
with their battle axes. ‘The celes 
_ victory gained by king Henry 

- at Azincourt, was decided by 
the Englifh archers, 
_ King James, on his retutd to 
his own kingdom, among many 
other abufes of the late weak 20 
vernment, under his uncles the 
dukes ef Albany, while he was a 
prioner in England, found, chat 
the practice of archery had been 
greatly neglected among his fub. 
jects. As this appeared to be an 
object of much WMportance to the 
ftate, James, in his very firft par- 
liament, paffes an act, ordaining 
‘¢ Every perfon after twelve years 
ef age to bufk (i.e. equip) hiinfelf 
as an archer: that bow marks be 
maid near every paroch kirk, whar- 
in on holydays, men may cum and 
fchutte at leaft thrice about, and 
have ufage of archerie ; and wha 
fa ufes not the faid archeric, the 
laird of the land, or the therriff, 
fall raife of him a wedder.” We 
find another ftatute in the third 
parliament of the fame monarch, 
appointing waipon-fchawing four 
times in the year, with bow and 
arrow. 

«¢ James did not allow the matter 
to reit here; he knew that ridicule 
often has a ftronger eect in expol- 
ing ignorance and correcting abuies, 
than penalties enjoined by law. 

“© His poem of Chrifi’s Kirk, 1s 
almoft one continued ironical fatire 
upon the aukward management of 
the bow, and the neglect into which 
archery had then fallen in Scotland. 
To make his fubjects fenfible of the 
difgrace they incurred by their 


; ‘ 
fhameful ignorance of the ufe of 
| their 











their arms, and to re-eftablifh the 
difcipline of the bow amongft them, 
was an object worthy the care of 
this wife and warlike monarch, 
The continuator of Fordun’s Scoti- 
Chronicon remarks, that, notwith- 
fanding his attention to this, af- 
ter his death, archery declined ; 
s+ Poft cujus mortem (Jacobi Primi) 
lugubrem, [omnes qual indifferen- 
ter arcus et arcilia rejecerunt, et 
cum lanceis equitare fe dederunt : 
Ita quod nunc in curla magnatis, 
ubi funt centum homines, et octo- 
ginta lanceas, vix fex reperies ar- 
citenentes.” 

«“ A remarkable difcovery, made 
a little before this time, haftened 
the downtal of archery, I mean the 
invention of gunpowder, and the 
ufe of artillery. 

“ The firft fiege of importance 
in which cannon feems to have been 
employed, was the famous fiege of 
Orleans by the Englifh, in which 
the earl of Salifbury, the Englith 
general, was killed by a cannon- 
ball. Artillery, in a tew years af- 
ter, was introduced into Scotland. 
Of this we have a melancholy proof 
in the death of king James II. and 
of the want of fkill at that time in 
the management of artillery ; that 
prince being killed, at the fiege of 
Roxburgh-caftle, by the burfting of 
an oversloaded cannon. 

“© The ufe of cannon preceded 
that of mufketry for many years, 
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while archery in England, and on 
the continent, flill continued to 
make a contiderable figure in the 
military art. At length, the intro- 
duction of hand fire-arms, the hag- 
butt, arquebufs, and matchelock, 
put an end to archery, and to the 
uic of the bow in war, about the 
end of the 1sth century. 

‘© The ggth act of king James 
V. mentions that the {chott of guns, 
hagbutts, and other fmall artaillarie, 
were comounlie ufed in war in aél 
countries. ‘That itatute, therefore, 
enacts, That every landed man of 
10c/, fhall have a hagbutt, with 
calmes for cafting bullets, and with 
powder convenient for ufe. 

‘* From this it appears obvious, 
that the ufe of the bow in war was, 
in the reign of James V. quite laid 
afide. ‘Lhe fine irony then, fo pro- 
per for ridiculing the fhametul want 
of {kill in archery, which runs 
through the poem of Chrift’s Kirk, 
is loft, if applied to any other era 
than that of James [.; more parti- 
cularly fo, if applied to that of 

ames V. when firc-arms were in- 

troduced and encouraged by the 
public laws of the kingdom, From 
the whole of this evidence, I think 
there can remain no difficulty im 
agreeing to the pofitive teftimony 
ot Banantyne, the contemporary 
of king James V. that his anceftor 
king James I. was the author of 
Chrift’s Kirk of the Green.” 





Of the POEM made by King 


JAMES the Firft, on JANE, afterwards 


his QUEEN, while he was a Prifoner in England. 


[From the fame Differtation. ] 


~ pats ancient poem, though 
mentioned by feveral writers 
of the life of James J. and well 
Known in his time, yet has lain 


hid for thefe three centuries, and 
probably would have fhared the 
fame tate with moft of his other 
compofitions, now loft, but for the 


pic- 
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prefervati on of one fingle manv- 
feript copy of it, which is now in 
the Bodleian library at Oxtord. 
The title which this mavufeript 
bears is * “Fhe Quair Maid be hing 
ames of Scotland the Firtt, callie 
The King’s Quatr. Maid qn. his 
Ma. was in England.” 

‘¢ From the ttle of the poem, it 
may be prefumed that, in the age 
in which it was compofed, it was 
held in eftimation by the public. 
The word Quair, in the old Eng- 
lith language, fignifies a book : 
hence, by way of eminence, this 
poem was difttinguifhed by the title 
of the Kiny’s Book ; and, in that 
age, it muft have been contidered as 
a great work, 

‘¢ As to its merit, the public, af- 
ter due conlideration of the age in 
which it was written, jutt begin 
ning to emerge trom that carknefs 
that had long obfcured the wetlern 
hemifphere, will judges Thus far 


may, I think, be faid, tht, for 
the invention and “aly the ge- 


nuine fimplicity of fentim: nt, and 
the deferiptive poetry which runs 
through it, it 1s a remarkable work. 

The delign, or theme, 
royal poet’s love for his beaunful 
miftrefs Jane, with whom he be- 


is the 


came enamoured while a prifener at 
the cattle of Windior. ‘The recol- 
legtion of the misfortunes of hits 
youth, Ais early and jon: YC apr an} . 
the incident which gave rife to lis 
love, its purityy confancy, and 


happy ulue, are all fet torth by way 
of allegorical vilion, according to 
- oe - . ; : | ad . . . . . 
the reigning tattle of the are 
James I. as we find from the 


sh iriene 
( ‘ AINnG® 
ee 


} cos 


of Chaucer, Gower, and Lydgate, 
his contem por ries 
The taite tor poetical allegory 


rs vilion derived trom the 
Provencal writers, which 


was inirod into En 
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probably 

j ’ 
uced li na 


Wad 


by 


eae 
michasra 2, tne 


ranks ain ne 
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moit eminent of the Troubadourg; 
It was highly in tathion in the age 
ot Lydgate, Gower, and Chu: Ueer, 
and contin ued to be io di Wh to the 
age of Spenecr, and the end of 
qucen Elizabeth’ 3 reign, Ever 
flory had its moral, and w: is told in 
the way of allegory and vifion, The 
machiner y of thefe poems were 
fiery dragons, Giants; and fairies: 
the icenery enchanted foreits, cafe 
gand lakes. The virtues, vices, 
and patiions were perfonified, and 
the mythology was a mixture o 


t the 
Gree k, R« nan, Arabi AN, and 
Chriinan, The advancement of 


learning has long banithed this falfe 
tatte ; and it cannot be denied, that 
perhaps the meaneit modern com. 
pofition, even the flimty flowers of 
a monthly mifcellany, will beter 
ftand the teft of ecriticifm; yer how 
fleetly do thefe fliuit-lived embryos 
vanifhs never to appear again, at 
the approach of the creat vilionary 
figures, called up by 
How is the imagination carried 
away, in thetr lofty flighrs into the 
regions of fancy, adoroed with the 
glow of genuine poetry 

“ In purfuing the feveral parts 
of the od cal vifion in king 
James’s perhaps tt may ap 
pear caliase a fault which attends 


almott every allegorical poem. It 


our old bat rds ! 


poe 


miznt be imputed to prey dice, were 


| tor avk our rovai ™ et with Cha ° 


. da ~ . ° eee } > oe 
ccr, his contemporary, whole ge 
, +1. . Rue thenke 
Hiuss like re morn 14 p-OtaT, oroae 


e I 
out alter a long obfcure night. 
« Chaucer; the father of Eng: 
fi poetry, as he may be ftyled the 


1! 
‘. 
firft, fo he is the beit poet of b 
t 


ines His univertfal — has 
comprehended, in his Canterbury 
Tales, the various manners and hu- 


mours of every tank of men in bis 
age and country, trom his accom: 
plifhed knight, who had ferved i 
the holy wars, Gown to! the reeves 


plough 








sloughman, and miller: And he 
has fhewn the extent of bis genius 
and learning, mn almott every {pe- 
cies of poetry, from his heroic poem 
of Palamon and Arcite to his bal- 
lads. —Having fuid this 10 preter 
ence of Chaucer, 

“ Tmay, however, be allowed 
¢6 compare the epliode ot the Court 
of Venus, in the following poem 
of James, with the Court oi Love 
¢ Chaucer; in which view, i i 
ain able to judge, our poct will lofe 
pothing by the companion, partie 
cularly in the portraiture of the 
miftrefs of each poet. ‘The Jane ot 
King James is painted with as much 
beauty, and with more tender deli- 


_— 


4 


| i> Ye “ 
cacy, than the buxom iolial of 
Chaucer. 
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” Heer their artlefs fimplicity, 
it is evident, that the Scor- 

tifh melodies are deri 

Temote antiquity, 

lecture tl 

the con pe fer or reformer of the 

Scottith tones, has of late been fo 

fully expofed, that Ll nced fay very 

little to confute it. That the fei- 

ence of mulic was well underitood, 


rived from very 
l™ iene 
Phe vulgar con- 


iat David Rizio was etthei 


rit 


’ 
bot i) 


and that we had great maficrs, bot 
theorifts and pr rformers, above a 
century betore Riz > came to Si (te 
land, I thall immediately thow He 
is by no contemp ‘rary writer faid 


« 


h.- . | ‘ - ° 
‘Oo have been a compofer. He ts 
Not ven extolled AS a ore if pel si 
‘ *s 


iUiMer : nor cs tredit 


rer, 
as the 


+; . 1 ° s 
Particuar fong : 


lon pon 
author of ans 
. and, although we 
sould aliow him to have bad ability 


him out 


Ope 
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the Mort time he was in Scotiand, 
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the ANTIQUITY of the SCOTTI 


I » Trfereata . «} © se ff 
rom the wWiiierfation on the oco 


%) . , , 
KeEMAIDS OF James the bil 


** It muft be confeffed, that ma- 
ny of the beauties of this ancient 
poem mutt efcape us, from the mus 
tability of the language in the {pace 
of near goo years; an imperfecs 
tion attendant on every living lan. 
e. What Wailer fays, in his 
Chauce r, in 
century, may, with equal 
force, be apph d to the poetical Ce 


uc 
” 


a sped * 
shal Veries 


: on 
the lait 


mains of hiug James ]. of Scot. 
lund : 

* Poets, that lafling marble feek, 
Muft carve in Latin, or m Gree 
We write in fand: our !ai guage crows 
Al # ike the et », our work overfie \s. 
Chaucer his fenf only boaft, 
The ytory of it! 
Years have detac’« ! lefs Rrainy 
And yet he did not +  Vain.”" 





h Muflie, ant 1 to the Poetical 
rit, King of Svotland J 

carcely three years, was too bufy 
vith him to admit of fuch amufe- 
ment.- ] t us endeavour to trace 
} Ti ur mutic to its orrein. 

é“ The « n of mutiic in everv 
country, is from the woods and 
iF Wi 

* The fm vy 2nd wiidnefs ct 
feveral « ir : cotiifh me! 11€S5 
cle) 1) » | ¢ ' od Shan ot 
} p Oral Ty's Pua | ofr 
to the fe of mufical mitra 
ment bevond of very dunites 
{ ot} notursi: netes, and 
prior to tre } owledce r any ruics 
of artificial mutic. ‘This conjec- 
{ ~ VY ic " carry them up 
toa hi riod antiquity. 

lhe mot cient ot the Scoet- 

tif! ferved, are exe 
ti¢ pie, »-¢ ! rt. 
mink of Che mMeature ¢c ° 
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and have no fecond part, as the 
later or more modern airs have. 
They mutt, therefore, have been 
compofed for a very fimple initru- 
ment, fuch as the fhepherd’s reed or 
pipe, of fev notes, and of the plain 
diatonic {cale, witaout ufing the fe- 
mitones, or fharps and flats. The 
diftinguifhing ftrain of our old me- 
lodies is plaintive and melancholy ; 
and what makes them foothing and 
affecting, to a great degree, is the 
conitant ufe of the concordant tones, 
the third, and fifth of the {cale, of- 
ten ending upon the fifth, and fome 
of thei on the fixth of the fcale. 
By this artlefs ftandard fome of our 
old Scottith melodies may be traced ; 
fuch as Gil Morice—There cam a 
ghoit to Mary’et’s door—O laddie, 
I man loo’ thee—Hap me wi’ thy 
pettycoat—I mean the old fets of 
thele airs, as the lait air, which I 
take to be one of our oldeft fongs, 
is fo modernized as fearcely to have a 
trace of its ancient fimphcity. The 
fimple original air is itill fung by 
nurfes in the country, as a lullaby 
to ftill their babes to fleep.  [t may 
be faid, that the words of fome of 
thefe fongs denote them tu be of no 
very ancient date: but it ts well 
known, that many of our old fongs 
have changed their original names, 
by being adapted to more modern 
words. Some old tunes have a fe- 
coud part; but it is only a repeti- 
tion of the firit part on the higher 
octave ; and thefe additions are pro- 
bably of more modern date than the 
tunes themfelves. 

“© ‘That the fcience of mufic, and 
the rules of compofition, were 
known amongft us before the r5th 
century, is certain. King James 
the Firit of Seotland is celebrated 
by all the Scottifh hiftorians, not 
only as an excellent performer, but 
as a great theorift in mufic, anda 
compofer of airs to his own verfes. 
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*€ Hic etenim in mufica (fays Fors 
dun) in artis perfectione, in tyms 
pano et choro, in pfalterio et’ or. 
gano, ad fumme pertectionis magi. 
iterlum, natura creatrix, ultra “wie 
manain -xftimationem, ipfum viyas 
citer decoravit.’ Scotichron, vol. ji, 
lib. 16. cap. 28.--Fordun has a 
whole chapter, the zgth of his Hif 
tory, on king James’s learning and 
knowledge in the ancicat Greek, ag 
well as in the more modern {ales 
of mufic, which, for its curiofity, 
is worthy to be read by the modern 
theorifts in mulic. 

‘6 The next authority is Jchn 
Major, who ceiebrares king James 
I, as a poet, a compofer, and 
admirable performer of mufic. Ma- 
jor affirms, that, in his time, the 
verfes and fongs of that prince were 
efteemed amongft the firft of the 
Scottifh melodies. I thall give the 
whole paflage : 

‘© In vernacula lingua artificio. 
fiffimus compofitor ; cujus codices 
plurimi, et cantilena memoriter 
adhuc apud Scotos inter primos ha- 
bentur. — Artificiofam cantilenam 
(compofuit) Yas fen, &c. et jucun- 
dum artificiofumque illum cantum, 
at Beltayn, quem alii de Dalketh et 
Gargeil mutare fluduerunt, quia in 
arce, aut camera, claufus fervabae 
tur, in qua mulier cum matre habi- 
tabat. 

‘Tt is a pity that neither the 
words nor the mufic of thele cele- 
brated ballads have come down to 
us. According to the hiftorian, the 
lait muft have been full of humour, 
and extremely popular; his words 
may imply, that feveral parodies or 
imitations of the fubject had beer 
made, which time has likewile de- 
prived us of. 

‘© Amongft the number of out 
old Scottifh melodies, it is, I think, 
fcarcely to be doubted, that many of 
king’ James’s compolitions, ps 














ere efteemed among the firft of the 
age, are itill remaining, and make 
a of our fineft old melodies: 
but as no tradition down to our time 
has a(certained them, thev, in all 
robability, pafs undittinguifhed un- 
er other names, and are adapted 
to modern words. There can be 
little doubt, however, thac moft of 
James’s compofitions have thared 
the fame fate with many other old 
girs. Taffoni, the Italian poet, as 
afterwards mentioned, fays expreff- 
ly, that * king James compofed 
many facred pieces of vocal mufic,” 
which are now loft. Ail our old 
heroic ballads, fuch as Hurdiknute, 
and others, were undoubtedly fung 
to chants compofed for them, which 
are now loft. Among thofe ftill 
referved, are the epifodes of Of- 
fan, which are at this dav fung in 
the Highlands. Gill Morrice— 
The Flowers of the Foreft—Hero 
and Leander, &c. are ftill fung to 
their original pathetic ftrains. Thefe, 
however, are but a few of many old 
ballads whofe airs are now unknown. 
In the MS. collection of Scottith 
Poems, made by Banatyne before the 
year 1668, the donation of the earl 
ot Hyndford to the Advocate’s Li- 
brary at Edinburgh, the favourite 
poem, ** The Cherry and the Slac”’, 
and likewife a poem of fir Richard 
Maitland of Lethington, father to 
the famous fecretary Maitland, are 
entitled, ** To be jung to the tune 
of the Banks of Helicon.” This 
muft have been a well-known tune 
200 ycars ago, as it was fung to 
fuch popular words; but it is now 
loft. It cannot exift under other 
words, as the metrical ftanza of the 
Cherry and the Slae is fo particu- 
lar, that [ know no air at this day 
that could be adapted to it. We 
find alfo, in old books, many names 
of fongs, yet neither of the verfes 
a = do we know any thing at 
1734. 
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this day. Gavin Douglas, in his 
prologue to the 12th AEneid, recites 
the beginning words of three well- 
known fongs in his time, 1480, 
thus : 


“* The {chip failis over the falt fame, 
Will bring thir merchandis and my le- 
man hame.”’ 
$C eee | will be blyith and liche, 
My hert is lent upon fa gudly wicht.”” 


© mee I come hidder to wow.’ 
And, in the prologue to 13th Aineid, 


“ 





The jolly day now dawis.” 


“¢ In the fame way a great many 
of king James I.’s poetical pieces 
are now lott, or, perhaps, as his 
poem of Chriit’s Kirk of the Green, 
may erroncoufly be afcribed to 
others. 

*¢ Te may be fufpected, from the 
above high-f{trained authorities, that 
his countrymen have rather allowed 
themfelves to be carried too far in 
difplaying the qualifications of their 
king. I fhall, however, produce 
the reftimony of a foreigner, a ce- 
lebrated author, who does James 
{till more honour than the writers 
of his own country; and, fingular 
as the propofition may appear, I 
fhall endeavour to prove, that the 
Scottith melodies, fo far from being 
either invented or improved by an 
ltalian mafter, were made the mo- 
dels of imitation in the fineft vocal 
compofitions of one of the greateft 
mafters of compofition in Iraly. 

“ The celebrated Carlo Gefu- 
aldo, prince of Venofa, formerly 
Venufium, famous as the place of 
birth of Horace, flourifhed about 
the middle or towards the end of 
the 16th century, and died in 1614. 
Blancanus, in his Chronologia-Ma- 
thematicorum, thus diftinguifhes 
him: ‘* The moft noble Carolus 
Gefualdus, prince of Venufium, 
was the prince of mulicians of our 

if age ; 





age : he having recalled the rythme 
into mufic, introduced fuch a ftyle 
of modulation, that other muficians 
yielded the preference to him ; and 
all fingers and players on ttringed 
inftruinents, laying afide that of 
others, every where eagerly em- 
braced his mufic.—He 1s alfo cele- 
brated by Merfennus, Kircher, and 
almoft all the writers of that age, 
as one of the moft learned and 
greateft compofers of vocal mufic in 
his time. 

‘To apply this account of the 
prince of Venofa to the prefent fub- 
jyect—Aleflandro Tafloni, in his 
Penfieri Diverti, lib. 10. thus ex- 
prefles himfelf: ** We may reckon 
among us moderns James king of 
Scotland, who not only compofed 
many facred pieces of vocal mutic, 
but alfo, of himfelf, mvented a 
new kind of mufic, plaintive and 
melancholy, different from all other; 
in which he has been imitated by 
Carlo Gefuakdo, prince of Venofa, 
who in our age has improved mufic 
with new and admirable inveu- 
tions.” 

“* How perfeétly characteric, this, 
of the pathetic ftrains of the old 
Scottith fongs ! What an illuftrious 
teflimony to their excellency ! 

‘¢ Some of the dilettanti, in the 
Italian mufic of the prefent times, 
may perhaps fneer at being told, 
that the Italians, the reftorers of 
mufic, owe the improvement of 
their mufic to the early introduc- 
tion of Scottifh melody into it: 
yet nothing is more certain, not 
only from the candid acknowledg- 
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ment of Taffoni, but from the 
teitimony of the, Italian mufic jp 
felt before the prince of Venofa’s 
time.” 

‘¢ In the ftate of mufic in Italy 
we may fuppofe the Scottith melo. 
dies of king James I. had found 
their way into that country. Is it 
then, to be wondered at, that fuch 
a genius as the prince of Venofg 
fhould be ftruck with the genuine 
fimplicity of itrains which fpoke 
directly to the heart, and that he 
fhould imitate and adopt fuch new 
and affecting melodies, which he 
found wanting inthe mufic of his 
own country? The fweet, natural, 
and plaintive {trains of the old fong 
Waly waly up the bank—Will ye 
go to the ewe-bughts, Marion— 
Be conitant ay—and many other of 
our old fongs about that age, mut 
touch the heart of every genius, of 
whatever country, and might enrich 
the compofitions of the greatelt fo. 
reign matter. 


“* Purpureus late qui {plendeat unus et 
alter 
Adfuitur pannus.” 


‘© I hope we hall no longer hear 
the abfurd tale, that the Scottith 
mufic was either invented or im. 
proved by an Italian, when we fee 
Ht proved, by fo great an authonty 
as Tailon?, that the Scottifh me- 
lodies, above two centuries ago, 
and in his time, had becn adopied 
into the fineft vocal compofitions of 
one of the greateft maiters and re- 
formers of Italian mufic, the princ® 
of Venoia.” 
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ACCOUNT of the PROGRESS of SONG:WRITING in this 
COUNTRY, from the Reign of QUEEN ELIZABETH to the 


prefent Time. 


[From the Hiftorical Effay on National Song, prefixed to the ‘* Selec 
Collection of Englith Songs.”} 


“ E now arrive at the time 

of queen Liizabeth, in 
which we are to look for the origin 
of the modern Englith fong.; nota 
fingle compofition of that nature, 
with the fmallett degree of poctical 
merit, being difcoverable at any 
preceding period, and confequently 
none earlier 1s to be found in the 
collection herewith given to the 
public. 

We may venture to place 
Marlow at the head of the nume- 
rous fong -writers of this reign ; not 
more by reafon ct his prioricy, than 
on account of his merit, And yet 
his Pattoral Invitation is the only 
fong of his which has defcended to 
us; polbly; which he wrore. But 
the beautiful and characteriilic fim- 
plicity of this litle picee is fully 
fulficient to juility the preference 
here given him on the fcore of merit. 
Wither, beater known ih the poli- 
tical, as well as poetical annals of 
the two following reigns, mutt be 
titeemed a fongfler of this. Both 
he and Marlow ave happily tmitat- 
ed by Kaleighs Spenfer has in- 
ferted a pafloral fong in his Eclogves. 
Drayton, a finooth and poetic wri- 
ter, has lett us two or three toler- 
able fongs ; but his excellence is in 
bis larger works; The genius of 
Shakipeare was as univerfal as it 
was fublime: his lyric productions 
are fuperior to thofe of his contem- 
poraries; and than fome of them 
nothing better has fince appeared. 
How much ought we to regret the 
valuable time he facrificed to the 
faife taiie of his age, inthe compe- 


fiion of above tco fonnets (the 
moft difficult and infipid metrical 
firucture ever inventéd), which, 
though from the pen of this im- 
mortal bard, we can fearcely endure 
to read; 

** Sir Philip Sidney wrote a num- 
ber of things in and our of the Ar- 
cadia, which were then efteemed 
fonys; but they are all too much 
in the affected and unnatural man- 
ner of the Italian and Spanifh poets 
to deferve this character at prefent. 
His triend, lord Brooke, has, how- 
ever, left us one piece, which will 
be always accepted as a good fong. 
/nd fome of the performances of 
Francis Davifon appear the effufions 
Of a real poctical genius, and de- 
ferve much praile. 

‘¢ ‘The queen herfelf had a turn 
for poetry, which fhe did not dif- 
dain tocultivate. Specimens of her 
talents are prelerved in fome con- 
temporary publications; but none 
of them appears to be a perfect 
fone. 

‘“* Vere earl of Oxford, matter 
Edwards of the queen’s chapel, 
George Gaifcoigne, Nicholas Bre- 
ton, and many other diftinguithed 
and inferior poets, are among the 
fong-writers of this reign, 

‘© Jt is likewile to the age of this 
princes we are to refer the origin 
of the Enelith ballad. ‘That the 
common people of this, like thofe 
of almoft every other country, have 
always, even in their rudett ftate, 
had fongs to celebrete or record na- 
tional or local occurrences, by 
whomfoever they may have becn 
fi 2 come 
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compofed, is an incontrovertible 
fa&. Unfortunately, however, of 
thefe pieces not more than two, 
both already noticed, are known to 
exift. All the ret, not having been 
collected or entered in large vo- 
lumes, nor ever printed, are irre- 
coverably loft. What a treafure 
would it be to poflefs a colleétion of 
the vulgar fongs compofed and fun 
during the civil wars of York on 
Lancafter, in which almoft every 
moment afforded fome great, noble, 
interefting, or pathetic fubject for 
the imagination of the poet! How 
delighttul, how inttructive, would 
be the perufal of fuch a little hiftory 
of that turbulent and bloody pe- 
riod! The ponderous tomes of 
Lydgate and Occleve have defcend- 
a to us in the higheit prefervation : 
one would gladly facrifice the whole 
for a fingle page! But the fongs of 
which we are ftpeaking appear to 
have borne fo little refemblance to 
the {tile and manner of the old bal- 
lads with which we are now ac- 
quainted, and from which a part of 
the prefent collection is formed, that 
we may tairly infer that not one of 
the la:ter exifted before the reign of 
the above princefs. ‘The learned 
and ingenious bithop Percy has, in- 
deed, publithed a work, in which a 
confiderable number of fongs and 
ballads, that have never otherwife 
appeared, are afcribed to a very re- 
mote antiquity ; an antiquity alto- 
gether incompatible with the ftile 
and language of the compofitions 
theirfelves, mott of which, one may 
be allowed to fay, bear the ftrongetft 
intrinfic marks of a very modern 
date. But the genuinene(s of thefe 
pieces cannot be properly inveiti- 
ated or determined without an in- 
tpection of the original manufeript, 
from which they are faid to be ex- 
tracted. As to the ancient black 


letter copies of the more ¢ 
Englith ballads, of which there are 
feveral collections extant, not 
than three are fo old as the fixteenth 
century, nor double the number of 
a more early date than the reign of 
king Charles H. The rett, to the 
amount of many hundreds, appear 
to have been printed between the 
Reftoration and the commencement 
of the prefent century. It is nor 
however, meant by this to infinuate 
that none of thofe in the two lag 
defcriptions are of equal antiquity, 
in point of compofition, with thot 
in the firft; the contrary is certain, 
That thefe ballads were originally 
compofed for public fingers by pro- 
feflion, and perhaps immediately 
for printers, kfellers, or thofe 
who vended fuch like things, is 
highly probable. But whether they 
were, in every cafe, firft publithed 
in fingle fleets, and not till after. 
wards collected into Garlands, or 
whether they made their firft ap. 
pearance in fuch collections, does 
not clearly appear. ‘Thomas De. 
loney and Richard Johnfon, writers 
by profeffion of amufing books for 
the populace, were famous ballad- 
makers about this period, And 
could we be affured that they were 
the real authors of the Garlands, or 
collections publithed under their re- 
fpective names, we might be able to 
refer moft ot the ballads in the pre- 
fent collection to the one or to the 
other. Elderton has been fm 
nounced peerlefs in the compofition 
of ballads. From him the laurel 
defcended to Martin Parker, the 
laft, perhaps, who was any way Ce 
lebrated on this account. 

‘© The reign of queen Elizabeth 
is alfo the age of madrigals, catches, 
and glees: but as thefe, though 
fomewhat partaking of the nature 0 


fong, claim a much nearer affinity 
with 
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with Eurerpe than with acy be sprang 
it will be f)fficient to have juit men- 
tioned chem. 

«« Among the fongfters of James 
the Firtt’s time, one is pleafed to 
mect the name of that elegant writer 
and accomplifhed gentleman fir 
Henry Wotton. Dr. Donne’s imi- 
tation of Marlow, and other pieces, 
intitle him to a place in the litt, 
And of the following fong by Ben 
Jon‘on, Anacreon, had Anacreon 
written in Englifh, need not have 
been afhamed. 


« Drink to me only with thine eyes, 
And I will pledge with mine, 

Or leave a kifs but in the cup, 
And I'll not look for wine: 

The thirft that from the foul doth rife 
Doth afk a drink divine, 

But might | of Jove's nectar fup, 
I would not change for thine. 


« I feut thee late a rofy wreath, 
Not fo much honouring thee, 

As giving it a chance that there 
It could not wither'd be : 

But thou thereon did’ft only breathe, 
And fent'ft it back to me, 

Since when it grows and {mells, I fwear, 
Not of itfelf, but thee.” 


“ The facetious bifhop Corbett 
is likewife an author of this reign. 
His Fairies Farewell and Diftracted 
Puritan have much humour and 
merit. The poems of Carew afford 
many excellent fongs : a little more 
fimplicity might have confiderably 
increafed the number. Bifhop King, 
whoin it would be injuftice to for- 
get, muft have written toward the 
end of this reign. 

** Waller, born in 1605, may 
be efleemed the firft fong-writer, as 
well as the beft poet of the reign of 
Charles 1. Milton has left us a 
few fongs, which weuld have ap- 
peared to poffefs more merit if they 
had fallen from an author of lefs 
dignity. Suckling’s chef-d’ceuvre 


is his ** Ill telithee, Dick.” It is 
to be regretted that the poetical ex- 
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cellence of this celebrated compo- 
fition fhould be degraded by groff- 
nefs of fentiment and impurity of 
languaye. Butler and fir John Den- 
ham chie&y fignalized theirfelves in 
fpirited artacks on the gloomy apd 
barbarous Roundheads. Indeed the 
Rebellion and Ufurpation form the 
epoch of fatyric fongs ; with which 
the Cavaliers feem, until the Ke- 
ftoration, to have kept up a con- 
ftant poetic fire, which, if it did 
not any great execution, at leatt 
kept the attention of loyalty awake, 
and, in fome meafure, no doubre, 
contributed to that happy event. 

*¢ Cowley, who commenced au- 
thor at a very early age, is likewife 
to be confidered as a fony-writer of 
this reign, His Chronicle is an ad- 
mirable performance, and, had his 
judgment and tafte been equaltoh's 
vivacity and wit, would not have 
been the only fong he had left us to 
commend. Lovelace, L’Eftrange, 
and Shirley, were alfo writers of 
fongs in this reign, 

‘* The reign of Charles the Se- 
cond is the Auguitan age of fong ; 
no period having produced fo great 
a number of excellent writers in 
this fpecies of poetry. This prince 
was not Only the admirer and patron 
of the art, he cultivated it hisfelf. 
We have a fong of his, beginning 

“| pafs all my hours in a fhady old 

grove,” 
which, though by no means re- 
markable for poetical merit, has 
certainly enough for the compofi- 
tion of a kings Dryden was un- 
doubtedly great in every fpecics of 
poetry ; but the fongs of E:herege, 
Eaton, Sedley, Rochefter, Dorier, 
and Sheflicld (afterwards duke ot 
Bucks), are mafler-pieces in this; 
fome of them being abfolutely with- 
out equal in the language. Amongit 
thefe is to be ranked Dorfet’s in- 
comparable Addrefs to the Ladies, 
Al 3 written 
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written at fea, on the eve of an 
engagement. 

‘* Otway’s pathetic Remonitrance 
to his inexorable Miftrefs would 
have entitled him to the charaétet 
of an elegant writer, even if it had 
been his only compolition. Scroop, 
Walth, and many other fong-iwriters 
of merit, are to be fingled out of 


** The mob of gentlemen who wrote 
with eafe.” 


Mrs. Behn deferves a more parti- 
And we 
fhould do injuttice to a labarious, 
and, according to his own account, 
moft fuccefsful and happy writer, 
were we to omit the honoured name 
of Tom D’Urfey, who, befides that 
he compofed more fongs perhaps 
than all his contemporaries put to- 
gether; moft of them being great 
favourites with the nation, and 
many of them ftill remaining fo, 
parucularly ‘his loyal ode of ** Joy 
to great Cefar;”? which, once ec- 
choed by all ranks, is yet frequently 
chanted with delight; and, as Mr. 
Addifon pleafantly obferves, gave 
the Whigs (to whom honeft Tom 
wis a fworn foe, ull he lived to fee 
them get into power) a blow they 
were never able to recover during 
that reign; was a very good mu- 
fiaan, and poffefled an excellent 
voice, with which he had frequent- 
ly the high honour to entertain his 
majeity at Newmarket and elfe- 
where; the good natured monarch 
familiarly condefcending to hold the 
piper, and accompany his artful 
ftrains, or beat the time by gentle 
taps upon his fhoulder. 

‘¢ The fhort time of the mif- 
guided and unfortunate James might 
pafs unnoticed. We only difcover, 
in the party fongs of this period, 
the moit rancourous hatred difplay- 
ed in the groffeft {curnlity. But 
what an aftonifhing effet thete vul- 


gar and defpicable rhapfodies had 
upon the temper of the times, we 
may, in fome meafure, conjedurg 
from the brags of that UNprincipled 
character, lord (afterwards marquis 
of) Wharton, who was wont to 
hoatl, that by the moft foolith of 
them ‘all he had rhimed the king 
out of his dominions. 

‘< James was not infenfible to the 
powers of poctry and wit: he had 
conceived a great friendfhip (or Wy. 
cherly, on whom he betiowed many 
favours. We mention this poet ab 
a fong-writer : but all his pertorm. 
ances, as fugh, however well adapt. 
ed to the licentious mauners and too 
luxurtent wit of his age, are now 
deiervedly neglected. 

‘¢ The Revalution, one may be 
certain, did not take place without 
giving rife to numbers of fongs and 
ballads both tor and againit that 
important event. But ali of them 
are too ftrongly tinctured with the 
venom of party to retain the leait 
appearance ot merit. 

‘¢ The prince who obtained pof- 
feffion of the vacant throne was too 
much of the phlegmatic Dutchman 
to be fentible of the merit, or fut 
ceptible of the power of poetry, 
mufic, or fong. Even the harp ot 
Orpheus would have mace no im- 
preflion upon him. Her majetty, 
however, as we learn trom a curious 
anecdote, had not facrificed to a 
throne her infanrine relifh for the 
homely Englith ballad. 

‘© Prior is the firft poet of em 
nence we meet with after this pe 
riod, His fongs are numerous; 
mott of then are {pirited, Ingenious, 
and witty ; a few are tender, fen- 
timenral, and pathetic ; ail excellent 
of their kind. Lantdown, a writer 
of name, has left us fome indif- 
ferent fongs. Corgreve, gays fprite- 
lv, and heentious, too trequenuy 
{uffered his wit to furprile his judg 
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mente The little piece, however, 
beginning 


« Falfe though fhe be to me and leve,” 


js no unpleafing proct of what he 
was capable of. The fongs ot 
Rowe, on the contrary, are all foft, 
tender, and plaintive. The con- 
fequence is, that his Defpairing 
Shepherd will be admired when 
Buxom Joan is entirely forgotten. 

«6 Wich Steele, who has left fuch 
a favourable fpecimen of his talents 
for two different kinds of fong, the 
tender and the lively, as to make us 
regret they were not more exerted, 
we may commence the reign of 
ueen Anne. Philips’s happy ver- 
fion of Sappho is defervedly etteem- 
ed a confiderable acquifition to En- 
glith fong. The name of Addifon 
will do the fubject more credit than 
the two pieces to which it could 
with certainty be prefixed may be 
thought to do him. The firit of 
them, however, is in the true fpirit 
of Rochefter, and has abundant 
merit. And there is fome reafon to 
fufpect that many of his beit fongs 
have been ufually printed either 
under a different name, or without 
any name at all. ‘Tickell has united 
the tendereft fentiments with the 
mott interefting narrative: Colin and 
Lucy is unrivalled. Of the few 
fongs of Parneil, though none of 
them feem to be remarkable for 
that peculiar fweetnefs which dittin. 
guifhes his more ferioys compofi- 
tions, the little paftoral in the pre- 
fent volume has been always. ad- 
mired. Hhuill, wichout his affeéta- 
tion and love of conceit, would have 
been, if not a poet, a fong-wrirer 
ot eminence. He is one of thofe 
writers whom we can hardly praife, 
and mutt be loth tocondemn. By- 
rom’s beautitul and celebrated pa- 
ftoral fong of Colin and Phoebe was 
the production of this era. Of this 
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fpecies of fong, fimplicity is the 
principal requifite; but even fim- 
plicity may be affected, exceflive, 
and puerile, and fuch has, not pere 
haps without reafon, been pro- 
nounced the fault of this popular 
performance; though much may, 
doubtlefs, be alleged in extenuation 
of it, from the nature of his fub- 
ject and the practice of greater 
virtues. 

** Gay, the accomplifhed, the 
inimitable Gay, is the ornament of 
the enfuing reign. The infinite ob- 
ligations which the lovers of fong 
are under to this admirable writer 
can never be fufficiently expreffed, 
Lively, humorous, witty, elegant, 
tender, and pathetic; happy and 
fuccefsful in whatever the univer- 
fality of his genius prompted him 
to undertake ; his f{pirit, his fenti- 
ment, his language, are pure nar 
ture; and while a love of poetry 
and fong, or a particle of tatte re- 
mains among us, will certainly be 
remembered, and muft always pleafe, 
The ingenious and libertine duke of 
Wharton is a fong-writer of this 
period. Booth, Croxall, Concanen, 
Budgell, lady M. W. Montague, 
fir W. Yonge, and others, are en- 
titled, with various degrees of me- 
rit, to the fame character, Carey 
ought not to be mentioned without 
every commendation. His happy 
fimplicity and unaffected manner in- 
terelt and charm the reader of nae 
tural tatte. Sally in our Alley was 
a particular favourite of Mr. Ad- 
dijon; and his judyment, which, 
however, Wants no countenance, is 
confirmed by its popularity. 

‘* The name of Pope will fhed a 
luftre over the long reign of George 
II. in which we have the gratifica- 
tion to introduce him. The fingle 
performance he condefcended to 
leave is an exqnifite parody or fati- 
rical imitation, written in 1733, in 

HT 4 the 

































































































































































{120} 


the character of ‘* a perfon of qua- 
lity,” of the fafhionable fng-fong 
of that and the preceding age. 

«¢ While this great poet was en- 
deayouring to laugh out of counte- 
nance the flowery infipidity, dif. 
cordant images, and unnatural con- 
ccit of a favourite fpecies of love- 
fong, his friend Swift was employed 
in turning into deferved ridicule the 
ftrange affected mufical jargon then 
in vogue. And never furely was 
any thing more jultly conceived, or 
more happily executed than thefe 
two efforts of wit and genius in fup- 
port of common fenfe and true 
tafte. Nor does a want of fuccefs 
(if that be the cafe) any way de- 
traét from or lefien the merit of thg 
attempt. Swift, who might, with 
equal propricty, have been placed 
in either of the two preceding 
seigns, produced a number of po- 
litical, fatirical, and jocofe pieces, 
upon common and popular fubjects, 
which appear to have been defigned 
for the capacity and notice of the 
vulgar, in aid of the cantilene trivia 
of his time. Clever Tom Clinch 
is a mafter-piece in its way. But 
how far thefe compofitions fuited 
the comprehenfion and tafte of an 
Englith or Irifh mob, we are not 
certified, The known fong-writers 
of this period are, as it might be 
naturally expected, indifferently nu- 
merous, and many of them of the 
firft eminence. The beautiful fongs 
of Lyttelton refemble the gentle 
murmurs of the turtle; Shenftone 
fings with all the elegant fimplicity 
of an Arcadian fhepherd; and the 
nightingale’s plaintive ftrains are 
emulated by the elegiac tendernefs 
of Collins. Chefterfield has lett a 
few fongs: they are neat and point- 
ed, and would not have deferved 
Jefs commendation if the flippant 
mufe of their noble author could 
have been always kept within the 
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pale of delicacy and virtue. T 
names of Middiefex and Gloye 
will be immertalifed by Aro’ 

. > . 
Vale and Hofier’s Ghoit, The 
compofitions, at leaft, will fearce} 
be forgotten, if the authors fhould, 
Dr. Johnfon, though fill living, is 
a fong-writer of this reign Se. 
veral ot his performances are infert. 
ed in the prefent collection. But 
fong is a province in which this 
great Writer does not appear with 
his ufual advantage. His pen is 
much too heavy for fo light a fub. 
ject. Mr. Jenyns ftands in the fame 
predicament ; not indeed as to the 
character of his compofitions, which 
for the graces of flile and manner 
admit few fuperiors. The caute of 
poetry, indeed, is more indebied to 
this elegant writer than that of vir. 
tue and innocence. But the fitua 
tion of his moft reprehenhble pro- 
duction in the preient volume will 
ferve as an antidote to the poiion it 
contains, 

‘¢ Dr. Dalton’s additions to Mil- 
ton’s Mafk have unexampled merit, 
The many elegant and {pirited fongs 
which he has fo judicioufly intro- 
duced jnto this admuable drama are 
fome of the moft finifhed and beau. 
tifyl compofitions in the language, 
All of them were not, it muit be 
confefled, equally proper for the 
prefent publication, but no reflec 
tion is intended to be thrown on 
thofe which have been defignedly 
omitted ; as there is not one which 
does not, in fome degree, contri- 
bute to the perfection and moral of 
the piece. 

' #6 Mr, Whitehead, the preient 
laureat, has given us two excelent 
fongs. It were to be wifhed that 
the nature of his office had obliged 
him to furnith us with more. His 
annual odes, though doubtiefs tar 
fuperior to thofe of his predeceflors, 


are feldom remembered ; sk te 
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Belles and ye Flirts, will be never 
otten. : 

% Moore is one of the mott 
pleafing and natural of our fong- 
writers. The juftnefs and beauty 
of his fentiments, and the agree- 
able familiarity of his language 
and manner, render him eqealy 
intelligible and delightful to all 
ranks; at leaft wherever nature 
can be judge. With lefs affecta- 
tion, Smart would probably have 
been intitled to a fimilar cha- 
racter. 

«“ Dr, Percy, now bifhop of 
Dromore, the editor, and author 
of fome pieces in the Kcliques of 
Ancient inglifh Poetry, fo fre- 
quently noticed, has, independently 
of his contributions to thai work, 
favoured the public with one mott 
beautitui feng, It would not de- 

reciate the merit, though it might 
affect the originality, cf this elegant 
compofition, if it were univerially 
known to be a clofe imitation of 
fome of the moft tender and po- 
etical paffages in Henry and 
Emma. 

“The late Mr. Dodfley, Dr. 
Akenfide, Dr. Hawkefworth, Mr. 
Brerewood, Mrs. Pilkington, (the 
two lait of whom deferve particu- 
lar commendation, alihough the 
praife due tothe former on account 
of the two pieces here inferted is 
neceflarily accompanied with the 
cenfure due to him on account of 
the two which were obliged to be 
omitted), fir C, H. Williams, and 
fir J. Moore are fong-writers of 
confequence in this reign. The 
lit might undoubtedly be increafed 
with names no lets refpectable ; 
and there are numerous compoti- 
tions, which, though they might 
do credit to any author, have beep 
claimed by none. 

** The fertile but licentious ima- 
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gination of Stevens has fupplied us 
with a volume of fongs. It has 
been the tludy of this celebrated 
bard (for he fung what he com- 
pofed) to promote the hilarity of 
the fettive board, and ** fet the 
table on a roar.”’ And it is only 
fair to fay, that hig attempts have 
generally proved fuccefsful. But 
as the convivial difpofition of thote 
whom it was his butinefs to pleate 
was not characterifed by its deli- 
cacy, many of his gompolitions are 
fuch as, in a purer age, would have 
obtained him rather infamy than 
credit. Woty, a genius of a fimi- 
lar turn, is intitled, though in a 
fmaller degree, to the fame kind 
of praife. 

‘© The Vaudevilles which Gar- 
rick and Paul Whitehead compofed 
for the ftage toward the end ot this 
reign are excellent in their kind, 
and well deferved the popularity 
they acquired. One ot thete pieces 
is inferted in the prefent collection. 
‘¢ Hearts of Oak”’ has even greater 
merit, and ‘ In ftory we’re told” 
is without its equal in the lanes 
guage. 

‘* The cultivation and improve- 
ment of fong is not among the 
bleilings of the prefent reign. The 
number of writers and produ¢tions 
of merit in this, and indeed in eve- 
ry other {pecies of poetry, is com- 
paratively fimall. We have one 
tong by Churchill, and afew by 
Lloyd; but theie compofitions, 
though certainly not devoid of me- 
rit, are far from being equal to 
their poetical abilities. Goldfmith 
and Cunningham are fong-writers 
ot this period. And fince it is 
not the extent but the excellence 
of the compolition which contti- 
tutes the poet, it the former had 
produced nothing but the two 
ftanzas inferted under his name in 
the 
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the prefent volume, he would have 
been intitled to an eminent rank. 
Cunningham, though not equal to 
his countryman in native genius, 
and {till lefs fo in learned applica- 
tion, pofleffles a pleafing fimplicity 
which cannot fail to recommend 
him to a reader of unadulterated 
tafte. This iimplicity mfay, per- 
haps, in fome of his compotitions, 
be thought too great; but when it 
is known that they were neceffarily 
adapted to the intellects of a coun- 
try theatre, little cenfure can be 


juftly incurred by the poet. b 


¢¢ Bickerttatt has been tortunate 
that fo many of his beift fongs can 





be detached from the dramatic cha, 
racters to which they belong, Had 
his integrity and candourbeen equal 
to his genius, he would have merit. 
eda greater praife. To the amiable 
mufe of Mrs. Barbauld we are cons 
fiderably indebted. The ingenioug 
and elegant author of the School 
for Scandal has fhewn that the dra. 
ma is not the only fpecies of the 
poetical art at his command. Hig 
fongs are not lefs remarkable fop 
their fingularity than for their 
merit; few of any confequence hav. 
ing appeared for fome years before 
the Duenna, and none, befide his 
own, fince.” 





OBSERVATIONS in FAVOUR of WRITING COMEDIES in 


ee § the following plays were 

intended only fora private 
theatre, I bave been tempted by 
that circumftance to introduce a 
kind of novelty into our language, 
by writing three comedies in rhyme, 
though the Comic Mufe of our 
country has been long accuitomed 
to exprefs herfelf in profe, and her 
cufiom has the fanction of fettled 
precept, and fuccelstul example. 
‘The antiquarian, indeed, may re- 
mind me that Gammer Gurton’s 
Needle, one of the earleft of our 
old plays, with other cemic pro- 
duftions of that rude period, was 
written in rhyme; and poflibly 
fome faftidious enemies of that Go- 
thre ingle, as they affect to call it, 
may confider the prefent publica- 
non as nothiag mere than a relapfe 

° 


RHYME. 


[From the Preface to Mr. Hayley’s Plays of Three Acts, written for g 


private Theatre. } 





into the moft barbarous mode of 
dramatic compofition. 

“ For the boldnefs of an at 
tempt, which has no modern pre 
cedent to plead in its behalf, fome 
apology may be due to the public. 

‘‘ In the firft place, I beg tt 
may not be fuppoted, that by writ 
ine a comedy in rhyme, I mean 
convey an indirect cenfure on the 
contrary practice. No one can 
prize more highly than I do the 
many excellent comedies in profe, 
with which our language 15 ¢0 
riched. I am very far from ¢a- 
tertzining a with to overturn the 
ceremonial which the Comic Mute 
of England has ettablithed ; but | 
hope to find our country as mus 
a friend to toleration in the forms 
of Hiterature as in thefe of ia 
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The cuftom of other enlightened 
ations, both ancient and modern, 
may be pleaded on this occalion in 
behalf of veric. Ariftophanes, in 
his play of the Cc louds, feems to 
pride himfelt on his poetry. Ani- 
eto having written two comedies 
in profe, converted them both into 
metre at a maturer period of his 
lite; and Moliere, the unrivalled 
mafter of the French comic theatre, 
who has written admirably both in 

rofe and rhyme, is, I think, mott 
admirable, and moft truly comic, 
when he adheres to the latter. 

‘* To the author who attempts a 
comedy in Knglifh rhyme, our lan- 
guage feems to offer an advantage, 
which the French poet did not 
enjoy. ‘he Comic Mufe of France 
has chiefly confined herielf to that 
ftructure of verie, which belongs 
equally to her Tragic Sifter. In 
the poetry ot our nation, this par- 
ticular meafure is appropriated to 
{portive fubjects ; and though hi- 
therto not ufed in comedy, it pof- 
fefles toan Englifh ear a very co- 
mic vivacity. That it is highly 
calculated tor poems ot wit and 


humour, we have a flriking proot 


in that moit exquilite production 
the Bath Guide. How tar it may 
fucceed throuch the varied feenes 
ofan inelith play, exps riment only 
can determine.” 

When I reflect what lone and 
eftablified prejudice a rhyming 
play mutt encounter—when [ re- 
member that even Dryden himtelt, 
the moft able advocate, and the 
greateft matter of rhyme in our 
language, has exprefsly condemned 
the ule of it in comedy—I am 
alarmed at the hardinefs of my at- 
tempt: but when [ recollect that 
time, the moft infallible teft of li- 
terary opinion, has fully fhewn the 
miflake of that immortal poet, in 
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recommending the ufe of rhyme in 
Knglith tragedy, I am inclined to 
hope that he might be equally mif- 
taken in fuppoting it utterly un- 
fuited to our Comic Mufe. It may 
Le urged indeed, with great truth, 
that a comedy in rhyme cannot be 
fo clofe a copy of Nature as a Co- 
medy in profe, the latter adhering 
to the very language of common 
lite. But from a fitier art we may 
borrow, at leatit, a plaulible argu- 
ment in favour of poetry, on the 
preient occafion. The great mafter, 
who has defcanted fo happily on 
the principles of painting, obferves, 
with great propriety, in one of his 
difcourtes, that ** we are not al- 
R ° 

ways pleafed with the mott abfo- 
lute poflible refemblance of an imi- 
tation to its original object: cafes 
may exilt, in which fuch a refem- 
blance may be even dilagrecable, 
IT thall only obferve, that the ettect 
ot tirures in wax-work, though 
certainly a more exact reprefenta- 
tion than can be given by painting 
or fculpture, is a fullicient proof 
that the pleature we receive trom 
imitation is not increafed merely 
in proportion as it approaches to 
minute and detailed reality : we are 
pleafed, on the contrary, by tecing 
ered Dy leeming Mnade- 
quate means.” On theie prin- 
ciples, which perhaps are equally 
juft in the two kindred arts, a CO- 
medv in rhyme may be {till more 
entertaining than a comedy, of 
equal merit in other points, which 
confines itfeif to profe; anda cri- 
tic who exclaims againft the ur- 
natural effect of a rhyming dia- 
logue, may as juftly cenlure a por- 
trait on canvas, becaufe it is not fo 
exact a copy of life as an image of 
coloured wax. In both cafes the 
artift, whether painter or poet, may 
he juitly ca a true and a pleat- 

ing 


ends aniw 
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ing copier of Nature, if he pre- 
ferves as high a degree of refem- 
blance as his mode of imitation 
will admit, and embellithes his 
work with the attractive and almoft 
indifpenfible graces of eafe, {pirit, 
and treedom. 

‘¢ Iris faid by Voltaire of thea- 
trical compofition in general, ** Tous 
les genres font bons hors le genre ennu- 


youre” If the prefent comedies 


fall not within the clafs which that 
lively writer has fo juftly proferib. 
ed, the author may be allowed to 
hope, that his liberal and enlighten. 
ed readers will look with indul. 
gence on a publication, which arofe 
from his with to introduce a ftrik. 
ing, and he trufts not a blameable, 


variety into the amufements of 
Englith literature,” 
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EXTRACT from a PAPER on the MEANS of difcovering the 
Diftance, Magnitude, &c. of the FIXED STARS, in Confequence 
of the Diminution of the Velocity of their LIGHT, By the rev. 
Jonw Micuett, B.D. F.R.S. 


[From the Seventy-fourth Volume of the Philofophical Tranfactions. ] 


e Ccording to Monf. Bou- 

guer (fee his Traité d’Op- 
tique) the brightnefs of the fun 
exceeds that of a wax candle in 
no lefs a proportion than that of 
8coo to 1. If therefore the bright- 
nefs of any of the fixed ftars.fhould 
not exceed that of our common 
candles, which, as being fomething 
lefs luminous than wax, we will 
{uppofe in roundnumbers to be only 
one 40.0codth part as bright as the 
fun, fuch a ftar would not be vifi- 
ble at more than an roodth part of 
the diftance, at which it would be 
vifible, if it was as bright as the 
fun. Now becaufe the fun weuld 
fill appear, I apprehend, as lumi- 
nous, as the ftar Sirius, when re- 
moved to 400,000 times his prefent 
diffance, fuch a body, if no bright- 
er than our common candles, would 
only appear equally luminous with 
that {tar at 4000 times the diftance 
of the fun, and we might then be- 
gin to be able, with the beft telef- 
copes, to diflinguifh fome fentible 
apparent diameter of it; but the 
apparent diameters of the flars of 
the lefs magnitudes would ftill be 
too {mall to be diftinguifhable even 
with our beft teletcopes, uniefs 
they were yet a good deal lefs lu- 
minous, which may pofhibly how- 
ever be the cafe with deme of them : 


for, though we have indeed very 
flight grounds to go upon with re- 
gard to the fpecific brightnefs of 
the fixed ftars compared with that 
of the fun at prefent, and can 
therefore only form very uncertain 
and random conjectures concerning 
it, yet from the infinite variety 
which we find in the works of the 
creation, it is not unreafonable to 
fufpect that very poffibly fome of 
the fixed ftars may have fo little 
natural brightnefs in proportion to 
their magnitude, as to admit of 
their diameters having fome fen- 
fible apparent fize, when they fhall 
come to be more carefully examin- 
ed, and with larger and better te- 
lefcopes than have been hitherto in 
common ufe, 

“* With regard to the fun, we 
know that his whole furface is ex- 
tremely luminous, a very {mall and 
a interruption fometimes 
from a few {pots only excepted. 
This univerfal and exceffive bright- 
nefs of the whole furface is pro- 
bably owing to an atmofphare, 
which being luminous throughout, 
and in fome meafure alfo tranfpa- 
rent, the light, proceeding from a 
confiderable depth of it, all arrives 
at the eye; in the fame manner as 
the light of a great number of can- 
dies would do, if they were placed 
ou? 
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one behind another, and their 
flames were fufficiently tranfparent 
to permit the light of the more 
diftant ones to pals through thofe 
that were nearer, without any in- 
terruption. 

‘¢ How far the fame confiitution 
may take place in the fixed ttars 
we don’t know; probably how- 
ever it may do fo in many; but 
there are fome appearances with 
regard to a few tt them, whiclr 
feem to make it probable, that it 
does not do fo univerfally. Now, 
if I am right in fuppofing the light 
of the fun to proceed trom a lu- 
minous atmofphere, which muf ne- 
céffarily diffule itfelf equally over 
the whole furface, and I think 
there can be very little doubt that 
this is really the cafe, this contti- 
tution cannot well take piace in 
thofe ftars, which are in fome de- 
gree periodically more and lefs lu- 
minous, fuch as that in Collo Ceti, 
&c. Itis alfo not very improba- 
ble, that there 1s fome difference 
from that of the fun, in the con- 
ftitution of thofe flars, which have 
fometimes appeared and fometimes 
difappeared, of which that in the 
conttellation of Catfopeia is a not- 
able inftance. And 1f thofe con- 
jectures are weil founded which 
have been formed by fome philo- 
fophers concerning ftars of thefe 
kinds, that they are not wholly 
luminous, or at leait not conftant!y 
fo, buc that all, or by far the 
greateit part of their turfaces is 
fubject to confiderable changes, 
fometimes becoming luminous, and 
at other times being eatinguifhed ; 
it is amongft the ftars of this fort, 
that we are moi likely to meet with 
inftances of a fenfible apparent 
diameter, their light being much 
more likely not to be fo great in 
proportion as that of the fun, 


which, if removed to four hundred 


thoufand times his prefent dittance 
would ftill appear, | apprehend, 
as bright as Sirius, as | have obs 
ferved above ; whereas it js hardly 
to be expected, with any telefeo 

whatloever, that we fhould ever 
be able to diftineuith a well-defined 
dife of any body of the fame fize 
with the fun at much more thay 
ten thoufand times his diftance, 

‘* Hence the preatett diftance at 
which it would be poffible to dif. 
tinguifh any fenfible apparent dias 
meter of a bedy as denfe as the 
fun cannot well zreatly exceed five 
hunared times ten thoufand, that 
is, five million times the diftance 
of the fun; for if the diameter of 
fuch a body was not lefs than five 
hundred times that of the fun, its 
light, could never arrive at us, 

‘© Jf there fhould really exif id 
nature any bodies, whofe denf 
is not leis than that of the fun, 
and whofe diameters are more than 

oo times the diameter of the fun, 
{ince their light could not arrive at 
us; or if there fhould exift any 
other bodies of a fomewhat fmaller 
fize, which are not naturally lu ° 
minous; of the exiftence of bo 
dies under either of thefe circum- 
ftances, we could have no ‘infor. 
mation from fight; yet, if any 
other luminous bodies fhould hap- 
pen to revolve about them we 
might fill perhaps from the mo: 
tions of thele revolving bodies in- 
fer the exiftence of the central ones 
with fome degree of probability, 
as this might afford a clue to fome 
of the apparent irregularities of 
the revolving bodies, which would 
not be eafily explicable on any 
other hypothelis: but as the con 
fequences of fuch a fuppolition are 
very obvious, and the confidera- 
tion of thet fomewhat befide my 
prefent purpofe, 1 Saal not proit- 
cute them any tartacr. ‘i the 








if. 


as 





« The diminution of the velo- 
city of light, in cafe it thould be 
found to take place in-any of the 
fixed lars, is the principal pheno- 
menon whence it is propofed to 
difcover their diftdanee, &c. Now 
the means by which we may find 
what this diminution amounts to, 
feems to be fupplied by the diiler- 
ence which would be occafioned in 
confequence of it, in the retrangi- 
biliry of the light, whofe velocity 
fiould be fo diminithed, For let 
us fuppofe with fir Ifaac Newton 
(fee his Optics, prop. vi. parage 4 
and 5.) that the retraction of light 
is occalioned by a certain force im- 
pelling it towards the refracting 
medium, an hypothetis which per- 
fectly accounts for all the appear- 
ances. Upon this hypothetis the 
velocity of light in any medium, 
in whatever direction it falls upon 
it, will always bear a given ratio 
to the velocity it had before it tell 
upon it, and the fines of incidence 
and retraction will, in confequence 
of this, bear the fame ratio to each 
other with thefe velocities inverie- 
ly. Thus, according to this hy- 
pothefis, it the fines of the angles 
ot incidence and refraction, when 
light pafles out of air into glafs, 
are in the ratio. of 31 to 20, the 
velocity of ight in the glafs muit 
be to its velocity im air in the fame 
proportion of 31 to 20. But be- 
caufe the areas, reprefenting the 
forces gencrating thefe velocities, 
are as the fquares of the veloci- 
ues: thefe aveas mutt be to each 
other as g61 to goo. And if 400 
reprefents the arca which corref- 
ponds to the torce producing the 
original velocity of ight, 561, the 
difference between g61 and 400, 
mutt reprefent the area correfpond- 
ing to the additional force, by 
Which the light was accelerated at 
the furtace of the giats. 
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“* We fuppofed, by way of ex- 
ample, the velocity of the light 
of fome particular thar to be dimi- 
niflied in the ratio of 19 to 204 
and it was there obferved, that the 
area reprefenting the remaining 
force which would be necetiary to 
generate the velocity 19, was theres 
tore properly repreiented by 4° tdth 
parts of the area, that fhould re- 
prefent the torce that would be nes 
eetiary to generate the whole veloe¢ 
city of light, when undiminithed. 
It then we add sos, the area ree 
prefenting the force by which the 
light is accelerated at the furface of 
the glafs, to 361, the area repree 
fenting the force which would have 
generated the dumnifhed velocity 
ot the itar’s light, the iquare root 
of 922, their fum, will reprefent 
the velocity of the light with the 
diminithed velocity, after it has ens 
tered the glafs. And the iquare 
root of g22 being 40,364, the fines 
of incidence and refraction of fuch 
light out of air into glafs will cone 
fequently be as 30,364 to to, or 
what is equal to it, as 31,96 to 20 
initead of 31 to 20, the ratio of the 
fines of incidence and retra¢tion, 
when the light enters the glafs 
with its velocity undiminifhed, 

‘¢ From hence a prifm, ‘with a 
fmall refracting angle, might pera 
haps be found to be no very incons 
venient inftrument for this pure 
pote: for by fuch a prilm, whofe 
retracting angle was ot one minute, 
for inftance, the light with its vee 
locity undiminifhed would be turn- 
ed out of its way 3°”, and with 
the diminifhed velocity 33/’, 88, 
nearly, the ditterence between 
which being almott 2%. ¢3“ , would 
be the quantity by which the light, 
whofe velocity was diminifhed, 
would be turned out of its way 
more than that whoie velocity was 
undunimihed. 


“ Lee 
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«¢ Let us now be fuppofed to 
make ufe of fuch a prifm to look 
at two ftars, under the fame cir- 
cumftances as the two ftars in 
the exainple above mentioned, 
the central one of which fhould 
be large enough to diminifh the 
velocity of its light one twentieth 

rt, whilft the velocity of the 
fiche of the other, which was fup- 

ofed to revolve it about as a fatcl- 
fite, for want of futlicient magni- 
tude in the body from whence it 
was emitted, fhould fuffer no fen- 
fible diminution at all. Placing 
then the line, in which the two 
faces of the prifm would interfect 
each other, at right angles to a 
line joining the two ftars; if the 
thinner part of the prifm lay to- 
wards the fame point of the hea- 
vens with the central ftar, whofe 
light would be moft turned out of 
its way, the apparent diitance of 
the ftars would be increafed 2’. 5 3" 
and coniequently become 3”. §3 
inftead of 1”. only, the apparent 
diftance fuppofed. On the con- 
trary, if the prifm fhould be turn- 
ed half way round, and its thinner 
part lye towards the fame point of 
the heavens with the revolving ftar, 
their diftance mutt be diminithed 
by a like quantity, and the central 
ftar theretore would appear 17.53 
diftant from the other on the op- 
pofite fide of it, having been re- 
moved from its place near three 
times the whole diftance between 
them. 

«© As a prifin might be made ufe 
of for this purpofe, which fhould 
have a much larger refracting an- 
gle than that we have propofed, 
efpecially if it was conftructed in 
the achromatic way, according to 
Mr. Dollond’s principles, not only 
fuch a diminution, as one part in 
twenty, might be made ttl more 
diftinguifhable ; but we might pro- 


44? 


a be able to difcover confider. 
ably lefs diminutions in the velo. 
city of light, as perhaps a hun 
dredth, a two hundredth, five 
hundredth, or even a thoufandth 
art of the whole, which, accord. 
ing to what has been fiid above, 
would be oceafioned by {pheres, 
whoie diameters fhould be to that 
of the fun, provided they were of 
the fame denfity, in the fevergl 
proportions nearly of 70, $0} ze 
and 22 to 1 reipectively. 

66 If fuch a diminution of the 
velocity of light, as that above 
fuppofed, fhould be found really to 
take place, in confequence of its 
gravitation towards the bodies from 
whence it is emitted, and there 
fhould be feveral of the fixed lars 
large enough to make it fufficiently 
feniible, a fet of obfervations u 
this fubject might probably give 
us fome confiderable information 
with regard to many circumftances 
of that part of the univerfe, which 
is vifible to us. The quantity of 
matter contained in many of the 
fixed ftars might hence be jud 
of, with a great degree of proba- 
bility, within fome moderate hits ; 
for though the exact quantity muft 
{till depend upon their denfity, yet 
we muit fuppofe the denfity mot 
enormoutly different from that of 
the fun, and more fo, indeed, than 
one can eafily conceive to take 
place in fact, to make the error ot 
the fuppofed quantity of matter 
very wide of the truth, fince the 
denfity which is neceflary to pro- 
duce the fame diminution in the 
velocity of light, emitted from dit- 
ferent bodies, is the fquare of the 
uantity of matter contained in 
thofe bodies inveriely. 


«© But though we might poflibly 


— hence form fome reafonable 
guefs 


at the quantity of matter 


contained in feveral of the fixed 
{tars ; 
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fiars ; yet, if they have no lumin- 
ous fatellites rev olv ing about them, 
we fhall fill be ata lofs to torm 
any probable judgment of thelr 
ditance, unleis we had fome ana- 
logy to go upon for their fpeciiic 
brightneis, or had fome other means 
ot difcovering it: there is, how- 
ever, acafe that may poilibly (- 
eur, which may tend to throw 
fome light upon this matter. 

“ ] have fhewn in my enquiry 
into the probable parallax, &e. of 
the fixed ftars, publithed in the 
Philofophical Trant: tions tor the 

rear 1707, the extremely ce reat 
probability there is, that many ot 
the fixed ttars are collected together 
mto groups ; and that the Pleiades 
ia parucuiar conititute one ot thefe 
groups. Now of the ilars which 
we there fee collected together, it 
is highly probable, as 1 have ob- 
ferved in that paper, that there is 
not one in a hundred which does 
not belong to the group itfelt ; and 
by far the greateit part, theretore, 
accord: ing to the fame idea, muil 
lye within a {ph wre, a great circle 
of which is of the fame fize with 
acirele, which appears to us to in- 
clude the whole group. [ft we fup- 
poie, therefore, this cirele to be 
about 2° in diameter, and confe- 
quently only about a thirtieth part 
ot the ditlance at which it is feen, 
we may conclude, with the +400 
deyree of probability, that by far 
the greatett part of thete fiars do 
not dither ih their diilances trom 
the fun -_ more than about ove part 
in thirty, and from thence deduce a 


fort of te: ale of the proportion ot 


the light which is produced by dit- 
ferent ftars of the fame group or 
lyitem in the Pleiades at leatt ; 

and, by a fomewhat probable ana 
logy, we may do the fame in othe: 
fyftems likewife. But having yet 
QO means of knowlug their real 

17 S4s 
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diflance, or fpecific brightnefs, 
when compared cither with the fun 
or with one another, we thail itil 
want fomething more to form a 
farther judgment from. 

‘ If, however, it fhould be 
found, that amongit the Pleiades, 
or any other like tyftem, there are 
fome ftars that are double, triple, 
&ec. of which one is a larger cen- 
tral body, with ove or more fatel- 
lites revolving about it, and the 
central body thouldjikewile be 
found to diminith the velocity ot 
its light; and more efpecially, 
there fhould oe jeveral fuch in- 
tances met with m the fame fyitem; 
we thould then begin to have a 
kind of meafure both of the di- 
fiance ot fuch 2 tvilem of ftars from 
the earth, and ot their mutual di- 
fiances trom each other. And it 
feveral intiances of this kind thould 

erent groups or ly- 
iteins of tiarsy we might alfa, pers 
h: ips, begin to form tome prob rable 
CONIC tures concerning the {pecitic 
denfity and brightnets of the tlars 
themflelves, efpecially if chere 
fhould be tound any general ana- 
logy between the quantity of the> 
diminution of the lig he and the 
dittance ot the fyftem ck duced 
from it: as, for untlance, it thofc 
tars, which had the greatett ettect 
in dimintthing the velocity of hght 


~ 


i 
occur om dit 


jhould in general give a yreate: 
dillance to “the iyitem, when fup- 
poted to be of the fame d enlity 
withthe fun, we might then na 
turally conclude trom thence, that 
they aoe lets in bulk, and ot greater 
{pecit ihe den ity » than thote tare 
whi ch diminith the velocity of lighe 
lefs, and vice verti. In like man- 
ner, if the lareer itar3 were to give 
us In pen ala creater or leis quane 
tity of li¢ht in proportion to thew 
bulk, this would give us akind of 
analogy, from whence we might 
4 } the 


[130] 


haps form fome judgment of the 
fpecific brightnefs of the itars in 
general: but, at all adventures, 
we fhould have a pretty tolerable 
meafure of the comparative bright- 
nefs of the fun and thofe tlars, up- 
on which fuch obfervations fhould 
be made, if the refult of them 
fhould turn out agreeable to the 
ideas above explained. 

‘© Though it is not improbable, 
that a few years may inform us, 
that fome of the great number of 
double, triple ftars, &c. which 
have been obferved by Mr. Her- 
fchel, are fyitems of bodies revolv- 
ing about each other, efpecially if 
atew more obfervers, equally in- 
genious and induftrious with him- 
telf, could be found to fecond his 
labours ; yet the very great di- 
ftance at which it is not unlikely 
many of the fecondary itars may 
be placed from their principals, 
and the confequently very long pe- 
riods of their revolutions, leave 
very little room to hope that any 
very great progrefs can be made in 
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this fubject for many years, or per. 
haps fome ages tocome. The above 
outlines, therefore, of the ufe that 
may be made of the obfervations 
upon the double ftars, &e, ro. 
vided the particles of light fhould 
be fubject to the fame law of ora. 
vitation with other bodies, my in 
ali probability they are, and pro- 
vided alfo that fome of the fkars 
fhould be large enough fenfibly to 
diminifh their velocity, will, | hope, 
be an inducement to thofe, who 
may have it in their power, to 
make thefe obfervations for the be. 
nefit of future generations at leat, 
how little advantage foever we may 
expect from them ourfelves ; and 
yet very poflibly fome obfervations 
of this fort, and fuch as may be 
made in a few years, may not only 
be fuflicient to do fomething, even 
at prefent, but alfo to thew, that 
much more may be done hereafter, 
when thefe obfervations fhall be. 
come more numerous, and have 
been continued for a longer period 
of years.” 
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tastoxn, LL.B. F.R.S. 


By the rev. Francis Wot- 


[From the fame Volume.] 


6 ROM fome alterations which 

have of late years been dif- 
covered, in the relative pofitions 
and apparent magnitudes of a few 
of the ftars we called fixed, it feems 
not unreafonable to conclude, that 


there may be many changes among 
others of them we little fufpect. 
This thought has led me into a 
with, that fome method were adopt- 
ed whereby to detect fuch motions, 
The firft idea which occurred to 





me was, to make a propofal to 
aftronomers in general ; that each 
fhould undertake a {trict examina 
tion of a certain diftrict in the hea 
vens; and, not only by a re-¢xa- 
mination of the catalogues hitherto 
publifhed, but by taking the right 
afcenfion and declination of every 
{tar in their feveral allotment, t0 
frame an exact map of it, with @ 
correfponding catalogue; and to 


communicate their obfervations m= 
Q 





pre common centre. This is what 
{ could be glad to fee begun, Every 
aftronomer mutt wifh it, and there- 
fore every one fhould be ready to 
take his hare in it. Such a plan, 
undertaken with fpirit, and car- 
ried on gradually with care, would, 
by the joint labours and emulation 
of fo many aitronomers as are now 
in Europes produce a celettial Atlas 
far beyond any thing that has ever 
yet appeared. 

sé But this would be a work of 
time, and not within the compats 
of every ones What] mean now 
to propofe is more immediate ; and 
not out of the reach of any who 
amufe themielves with viewing the 
heavenly bodies. 

«“ Meridian altitudes and tranfits 
can be taken but once in 24 hours ; 
and, though accurate, are there- 
fore tedious. Neither can any re- 
examination of them be made, but 
with the fame labour as at the firtt. 
Equatorial fectors are in the hands 
of few; and require great {kill. 
Some more general method feemed 
wanting, to difcover variations, 
which, when detected or only fur- 
mifed, fhould be ~ configned im- 
mediately to a more {trict invef- 
tigauon. 

“ Turning this in my thoughts, 
I confidered, that the noting down 
at the time the exact appearance of 
what one fees, would be far more 
fimple, and fhew any alterations 
in that appearance more readily, 
than any other method. A draw- 
ing once made would remain, and 
could be confulted at any future 
period; and if it were drawn at 
firt with care, a traniient review 
would difcover to one, whether 
any fenfible change had taken place 
ince it was laft examined. Cata- 
logues, or verbal defcriptions of 
any kind, could not anfwer that 
end fo well, 
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“ To do this with eafe and exe 
pedition was then the requilite ¢ 
and a telefcope with a large fields 
and fome proper fub-divitions in 
it, to direct the eye and ait the 
judgment, feemed to bid moit fair 
tor fuccets. } 

*¢ The tollowing is the method 
which, after various trials, L have 
adopted; and think | may now ven 
ture to recommend. ; 

* ‘To a night-elafs; but of Dol- 
lond’s improved contruction, which 
magnifies about itx times, and 
takes in a field of juit about as 
many devrees of a ereat circle, I 
have added crofs wires, intertect- 
ing each other at an angle of 45°. 
More wires may be croiled in other 
directions; but I apprehend thete 
will be found fuflicient. This te- 
lefcope I mount on a polar axis. 
One coarfely made, and without 
any divifions on its circle of decli- 
nation, will anfwer this purpofe, 
fince there is no great oceafion for 
accuracy in thac refpe‘t: but as 
the heavenly bodies are more rea- 
dily followed by an equatorial mos 
tion of the telefcope, fo their rela- 
tive pofitions are inueh more eatily 
difeerned when they are looked at 
conftantly as in the fame direction. 
An horizontal motion, except in 
the meridian, would be apt to mif- 
lead tne judgment. It is fearcely 
neceflary to add; that the wires 
muit itand fo as for one to deferibe 
a parallel of the equaor nearly. 
Another will then be a horary cir- 
cle ; and the whole area will be 
divided into eight equal feétors. 

‘ ‘Thus prepared, the telefeope 
is to be pointed to a known flars 
which is to be brought into the 
centre or common interfe¢tion of 
all the wiress The relative pofi- 
tions of fuch other {tars as appear 
within the field, ar2 to be judged of 
by the eye, whether at 4, or §, or + 

2 from 
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from the centre towards the cir- 
oumference, or vice verfa; and fo 
with regard to the neareft wire ref- 
pectively. ‘Thefe, as one fees them, 
are to be noted down with a black+ 
lead peneil upon a large mefiage 
card held in the hand, upon which 
a circle, fimilarly divided, is ready 
drawn. (One of three inches dia- 
meter feems moft convenient.) The 
motion of the heavenly bodies in 
fuch a telefcope is fo flow, and the 
noting down of the ftars fo quickly 
done, that there is moft commonly 
full time for it without moving the 
telefcope. When that is wanted, 
the principal ftar is cafily brought 
back again into the centre of the 
field at pleafure, and the work re- 
fumed. After a little practice, it 
is aftonifhing how near one can 
come to the truth in this way: 
and, though neither the right af- 
¢enfions nor the declinations are 
laid down by it, nor the ditfances 
between the ftars meafured; yet 
their apparent fituations being pre- 
ferved in black and white, with 
the day and year, and hour it 
thought neceilary, written under- 
neath, each card becomes a regif- 
ter of the then appearance of that 
{mali portion the heavens ; 
which is eafily re-examined at any 
time with little more than a tran- 
fient view ; and which yet will 
fhew on the firft glance, 1) there 
fhould have happened in it any va- 
riation of confequence. It is ob- 
vious, that very delicate ebferva- 
tions are not to be made in this 
way. 

‘© What I firft happened to pitch 
upon was the conftellation of Co- 
rona Borealis, which then fronted 
one of my windows ; and which I 
have fince purtued throughout in 
this method ; making the ftars a, 
£, Ys é, fy g, 8, by My Wy Oy Oy and 
z, iifcceflively central; together 


ot 
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with one or two belonging ¢g, 
Bootes, for the fake of connec 
the whole together. Thefe | have 
transferred fince on a fheet of ; 
per, to try how well they would 
unite into one map; which the 
have done with very little alters. 
tion. 

el defign was, after mark. 
ing down all fuck ftars as are vifj. 
ble with fo fmall a magnifier, to 
go over the whole again with an. 
other telefcope of a higher power, 
divided in the fame way ; and after 
that, with a tbird and a fourth. 
fo as to comprehend every tar | 
couid difcern. That would dif 
cover {maller changes : but it mut 
be 2 work of time, if attempted 
at all. After fuch a rough map of 
the conftellation is made, the en 
deavouring to afcertain the right 
afcenfions and ceclinations of thete, 
may perhaps be advifeable in the 
next place, rather than fearching 
tor more. 

‘6 In obferving in this way itis 
manifeit, that the places of fuck 
ftars as happen to be under or very 
near any one ot the wires, muft be 
more to be depended ypon, than 
of what are in the intermediate 
{fpaces, efpecialiy if towards the 
edges of the field: fo alfo what 
are neareft to the centre, becaute 
better defined, and more within the 
reach of one wire or another. For 
this reafon, different ftars in the 
fame fet mutt fucceflively be made 
central, or brought towards one of 
the wires, where any fufpicion 
arifes of a mittake, in order to ap- 
proach nearer to a certainty : but 
if the ftand of the telefcope be to- 
lerably well adjufted and fixed m 
its place, that is foon done. 

« In fuch a glafs it is very fel- 
dom that light is wanting fufhcient 
to difcern the wires. When anil 


luminator is required, I find, ye 
of 














for this purpofe, where you with 
to fee every imall itar you can, a 
piece of card or white patteboard, 
projecting on onc fide beyond the 
tube, and which may be brought 
forward occafionally, is better than 
one of any other kind. By cutting 
acrofs a imall fegment of the ob- 
ett-glafs, it throws a fulficient 
light down the tube, though a 
candle is at a great dittance ; and 
one may lofe fight of that talte 
glare when one pleafes, by draw- 
ing back the head, and moving the 
eye a little fide-ways, and then one 
fees the {maller ftars juft'as well es 
if no illuminator were there. 

“ This then is the method I 
would recommend to the practical 
aftronomer, for becoming acquaint: 
ed with the appearance of the tars, 
and fetting a watch over the hear 
venly motions. After a very few tri 
als, every one would find this eafy. 
And if each perfon of every rank 
among aitronomers would take a 
conttellation or two under his care, 
the numbers who could undertake 
it in this way would compenfate 
for the defects of a plan which 
cannot afpire at great accuracy, 
The labour of it, even at firlt, is 
bur little. It has coit me more 
time indeed than I ought com- 
monly to allot to mere amuiement ; 
becaufe I had my apparatus to con- 
trive, and feveral different and 
fruitlefs fchemes tc try, before | 
could fatisfy myfelf. But a quar- 
ter, or at the mott half, an hour, 
is generally fufficient for the mark- 
ing of one pretty full card in this 
way : and when once the cards are 
marked, 
the conftellation is tormed, a lit- 
tle time given to jt in a fine 
evening, to examine whether the 
tars gn fuch or fuch a card re- 
nain in their former pofition, is 
tue trouble indeed. Perieverance 
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and a general map of 
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is moft likely to be wanting, and 
therctore mutt be determined upon ; 
becaufe, after finding things time 
after time juit as they were, one’s 
hopes of difcovering any thing new 
will flacken. But the ditterent 
{late of the air, or of one’s own 
eye, will frequently occation a 
frefh ftar to become vifible, or a 
fmall one which had been noted 
down to feem to have difappeared ; 
and fuch a mere accident will ferve 
to re-kindle the defire of purfuing 
it. Befides, if we obferve no 
change after a tolerable interval of 
afiduous fearch, we may at any 
time turn to another conitiellation : 
yet ought we never to abandon the 
tormer entirely, after having once 
publickly undertaken it, withoug 
giving notice of our fo doing. 

** In the cards or maps, it may 
be obferved, I have not marked 
the refpective fizes of the “ars. 
Nor have F dittinguifhed them in 
any way, excepting a few of them 
with Bayer’s Greek leiters. it 
was becaufe | have nor hitherto fa- 
tisfied myfelf how to do it. Some 
method niutt he ufed by every one, 
to defcribe to himielf what he 
means; but, in laying any thing 
betore the public, a dcix ence ou “At 
to be paid to what has been done 
by others. ‘The calline any ‘ar 
by a new name would breed con- 
fufion: and as. was delirous this 
fhould appear before t!i> foriety in 
its firtt rude form, that a juceme 
mivht be made from it how f:., 
aicheme would promife fuc 
was unwilling to look } 
logues or capital maps ' 
ber or names of the tia 
fhould be tempted to ada yt 
iitions of what i had obies 
what = there found fet dow 
more able comers. Nuri 
theretore, but . hemifphere oi 
nex has been contulted, juft 1 
13 know 
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knowing how far the conftellation 
is uiually reckoned to extend, and 
what are Bayer’s references, 

«* Should this plan meet with 
approbation, | fhall be happy to 
bave propoted it; and will endea- 
vour to torward it in any way that 
fhall be judged proper: or thould 
any other be preterred, which is 
within the abilities and leifure of 
one who is engaged in another pro- 
fefion, ! fhall be as happy to lend 
what athiiance lean toit. My aim 
is only, to render fuch obierva- 
tions as J] am capable of making, 
ufetul ro {cience. 

‘¢ Betore | conclude on this 
head, give me leave to add a tew 
hints. Whether this imethod be 
followed, or any other, if a gene- 
ral planebe fet on foot, whoever 
undertakes a contiellation, or dif- 
trict, fhould determine to examine 
it with as great accuracy as he can ; 
yer never be alhamed to let others 
know of his mittakes. ‘The error 
of one proves a caution to another. 
Such a rough iketch once made, 
will be found of great ufe to moit 
of us, in knowing which flar next 
to examine with ereater care. He 
who can do no more than this, will 
do a ufetul work by going thus far: 
and his frequently {weeping over 
his ditirict in this way, may lead 
him to a difcovery which might 
efcape a more regular affronomer. 

Sut whoever can, ought to do 
more. Py degrees the exact poii- 
tions of every ftar he has noted 
down may be afcertained, by the 
method practifed by Mr. de la Caille 
mm his fouthern hemitphere, or by 
any other which fhall be etteemed 
more convenient. Every one, in- 
deed, mutt ufe fuch initruments as 
he caa procure; but affiduity can 
do more with indifferent ones, than 
will ever be accomplithed with the 
very beit without it. Whatever 
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references are made for one’s own 
convenience, when a map and ca 
talogue are given to the public 
ftock, che old letters and numbers 
fhould be retained as far as the 
go: though yet notice fhould be 
taken, where the magnitudes of 
the itars at prefent do not appear 
to correfpond with the order in 
which they have been laid down, 
_ To render this more complete, 
it were to be wifhed, that each 
fhould give in a coy of his origi- 
nal obfervations, with an account 
of the inflruments he ufed; fince 
they ought to be preferved as data 
from whence his deductions were 
made, which may then be re-exa- 
mined at any future time. Yet 
mutt it be detired, that no one 
would truit himfelf without carry: 
ing on his calculations as fait as 
the obfervations are made: they 
will otherwife muluply upon his 
hands tll the labour will dithearten 
him from attempting it at all. A 
heup of crude undigetted obterva- 
tions would be an unwelcome pres 
{ent to the public. 

‘¢ Having thus ftated this pro 
pofal, I fhall leave it to be pros 
ceeded upon, or not, as fhali be 
feen proper: and will now only 
fubjoin a litt of fuch occafional ob- 
fervations as I have had opportus 
nity of making, fince the lait which 
1 communicated to this fociety. I 
find, indeed, that it is much lon: 
ger than I had apprehended: but 
as I perceive {ome alironomers 
abroad have referred to a few of 
thofe which have been honoured 
with a place in our Tranfactions, 
it nay be as well to follow it UP, 
An obfervation retained among 
one’s own private papers I hold to 
be of little ufe. 

«© One thing let me defre fo- 
reigners to re mark: that the ree 
gillers I gave of the goins pi. | 
cio 











REFLEXIONS 





clock were meant only as the re- 
lations of amere tact; that aclock, 
of fuch a contiruction, kept or al- 
tered its rate fo or fo. ‘They feem 
to have underitood it as an account 
of a capital clock, by valuing 
themfelves upon tome of theirs go- 
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ing better. The time-keepers in 
moit ot our obfervatorics are far 
more accurate; bit, earcepting 
thofe ot the Royal Obfervatory at 
Greenwich, their accuracy is not 
made public.” 





REFLEXIONS on the CAUSE 
Fron an ACCOUNT of fome late FIERY METEORS 
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and Secretary to the Royal Socicty. 


[From the fume Volume.] 


Find it impoffible to quit this 
fubject, without fome reflex- 
ions about the caufe, that can be 
capable ot producing fuch appear- 
ances at an elevation above the 
earth, where, if the atmo{phere 
cannot abfolutely be faid to have 
crated, it 1s certainly to be confi- 
dered as next to nothing. The 
firit idea which fugvetted itielf, that 
they were burning ‘bodies projected 
with fuch a veloci ity, Was quickly 
abandoned, from the want of any 
kaown power to raile them up to 
that great height, or, it there, to 
give them the required impctus ; 
and the ingenuity of Dr. Halley 
foon furnifhed him with another 
hypothefis, in which he thought 
: th thefe difficulties obviated. He 
upp Mes there is no projection of a 
Gel le body in the calls but that 
a train of combu » le vapours, ac- 
cumulated in aah lotty regions, 
1s tudde ‘nly fet on fire, whence all 
the phenon nena are produced by 
the ee inflammation. But 
'r. Halley gives no juft expla 


D; 


tion of the nature of thefe vapours, 
in which they 
up through air fo ex- 


nor of the manner 
can be raifed 1 





tremely rare; nor, fuppofing them 
io raitc d, does he account tor theu 

irrangement in a ittraight 
and equable line of fuch pro dig ious 
extent, or tor their continuin: ‘ to 
burn in fuch raretied air, Indeed, 
it is very ‘ve, how 
Vipo irs could be prevented, in chofe 


a lanner 


regular ar 


ee ian 
ditheult to ce 


revions where there is 1) 
no pre Tur ey from {preading out on 
all fides in confequence of their 


natural elaflicity, and inftantly 


lofing that degree of dentity which 
fox necetiary for inflammation. 
Beiides, it is to be « pe ted, that 
fuch trains would fometimes take 
fire in the middle, and fo pretent 
the phenomenon of two meteors 
at the fame tine, recedinp trom 
one anothe: in a direct line. 

‘6 pS hete difliculties have induced 
other plilo nO} mers to rel nquith 
Dr. Hall y’ hy potheti » and pro- 
pote, inftead of 1. one of a very 
Oppoute nature, Chal Incteo) are 
permanent folid bodies, t raifed 


up from the earth, but revolving 
round it in very eccentric orbits ; 
or, in other words, that they 
terretirtal comets. 
to this opinion, how: 
| re 

° 4 


The ol one 


ver, ice 
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me equally great, 


Mott obfervers 

defcribe the meteors, not as look- 
ing like folid bodies, but rather 
like a fine luminous matter, per- 
petually changing its fhape and 
appearance. Ot this many de- 
fenders of the opinjon are fo fen- 
fible, that they f:ppofe the revolv- 
‘ing body gets a coat or atmofphere 
of electricity. by means of which 
it becomes luminous; but, I think, 
whoever carefully perufes. the va- 
rious accounts of fire-balls, and 
efpecially ours of the roth of Au- 
guft, when it divided, will per- 
«ceive that their phenomena do not 
¢orreipond with the idea of a folid 
nucleus enveloped in a fubtile fluid, 
any more than with the conjecture 
of another learned gentleman, chat 
they become Ivminous by means of 
a contained fluid, vhich occafion- 
ally explodes through the thick fo- 
lid outer thell. 

‘¢ A. rong obje“ion to this hy- 
pothelis of permanert re:olving 
be hes, is derived from the great 
num! cr of them there muit be to 
an{wer all the appearances. Such 
a reguiar gradation is cbferved, 


from thofe laree meteors which 
riKc beh Iders with alienith- 
mient, apd occur but rarely, dewn 
to the minute fires coli | fhoeting 


fiare, Which are feen, without being 
regarded, in great numbers every 
clear night, that iv fees impof- 
fible to draw any line of ditiinc- 
tion between them, or deny that 
that they are all or the fame na- 
ture. But tuch a crowd of revolv- 
ing bodies could fearcely fail to an- 


nounce their exitence bv tome 
other means than merely a lumin- 
Ous train in the night; «uc for in- 


stance, by meeting or juftiing fome- 
times near the carth, or by falling 
in confequence ct va- 
at leait we might 
expect they would be feen in the 


arth 


rious accidents : 


to the 
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day-time, either with the naked 
eye or telefcopes, by fome of the 
numerous obfervers who are con. 
ftantly examining the heavens, 
With regard to thefe falling ftars 
it were much to be withed, that 
obfervations fhould be made upon 
them by different perfons in con. 
cert at diflant ftations, for the pur. 
pofe of afcertaining their height 
and velocity; which would tend 
very much to illuftrate all this pare 
of meteorology, 

‘* Another argument of great 
weight againit the hypothefis that 
fire-balls are terreftrial comets, is 
taken from their great velocity, A 
body falling from infinite {pace to 
ward the earth, would have ac. 
quired a velocity of no more than 
7 miles a fecond, when it came 
within 50 miles of the earth’s fur 
face ; whereas thefe meteors feem 
to move at leaft three times fatter, 
And this objection, if there be no 
miltake in regard to the veloci 
of the meteors, as I think there ts 
not, abfolutely overfets the whole 
hypothetis. 

‘6 \Whatthen can thefe meteors 
be? Whe only acent in nature with 


which we ar ited, that 
feems capable «t producine fuch 
phenomena, is eledricity. i do 


not mean that by what is already 
known of that fluid, all the dith: 
culties relative to meteors can be 
folved, as the laws, by which its 
motions on a large feale are regus 
lated in thofe regions fo nearly 
empty of air, can fcarcely, 1 1ma- 
ene, be inve!:$xated in our fmall 
experiments with exhautied veffels 5 
but only that feveral of the tacts 
point out a near connexion and 
analogy with electricity, and that 
none of them are irreconcilable to 
the difcovered laws of that fluid. 
“© 1, Electricity moves with fuch 
a prodigious velocity, as t0 ae 











all the attempts hitherto made by 
philofophers to detect it ; but the 
fwittnels of meteors, {tating it at 
so miles a fecond, is fuch as no 
experiments yet contrived could 
have difcovered, and which feems 
to belong to electricity alone, ‘This 
js, perhaps, the only cate in which 
the courie or direction of that fluid 
is rendered percepfible to our 
fenfes, in coniequence of the large 
f{cale on which thefe fire-balls move. 

‘6 2, Various electrical phanome- 
na have been feen attending me- 
teors. Lambent flames are defcrib- 
ed as fettling upon men, horfes, 
and other objects ; and {parks com- 
ing from them, or the whole me- 
teor itfelf, it is faid, have damaged 
fhips, houfes, &c. in the manner 
of lightning. Thefe facts, 1 mutt 
own, are but obfcurely related, 
yet ftill they do not feem to be de- 
ititute of foundation. If there be 
really any hiffing noife heard while 
meteors are pafling, it feems expli- 
cable on no other fuppofition than 
that of ftreams of electric matter 
iffuing from them, and reaching 
the earth with a velocity equal to 
that of the meteor, namely, in 
two or three feconds. Accordingly, 
in one of our late meteors, the 
hilling was compared to that of 
electricity iffuing from a conduc- 
tor. ‘the tparks flying off fo per- 
petually from the body of fire- 
balls, may poflibly have fome con- 
nexion with thefe ftreams. In the 
fame manner the found of explo- 
hons may perhaps be brought to 
us quicker, than if it were propa- 
gated through the whole diftance 
by air alone. Should thefe ideas 
be weil founded, the change ot 
direction which meteors feem at 
times to Undergo, May potlibly be 
influenced by the tiate of the fur- 
face of the earth over which they 
are palling, and to which the 
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ftreams are fuppofed to reach. A 
fimilar caufe may occafion the ap- 
parent explofion, the opening of 
more channels giving new vent and 
motion to the electric fluid. May 
not the deviation and explofion 
which appear to /have taken place 
in the fire-ball of the 18th of Au- 
guit over Lincolnfhire, have been 
determined by its approach toward 
the fens, and an attraction pro- 
duced by that large body of moif- 
ture ? 

‘¢ 3, A further argument for the 
electric origin of meteors is de 
duced from their connexion with 
the northern lights, and the re- 
femblance they bear to thefe elec- 
trical phenomena, as they are 
now almoft univerfally allowed to 
be, in feveral particulars. In- 
{tances are recorded, where north- 
ern lights have been feen to join 
and form luminous balls, darting 
about with great velocity, and even 
leaving a train behind like the com- 
mon fire-balls. ‘his train ] take 
to be nothing but the rare air left 
in fuch a highly electrified ftate as 
to be luminous ; and fome ftreams 
of the northern lichts are very 
much like it. ‘lhe aurora bore- 
alis appears to occupy as high, if 
not a higher, region above the 
furface of the earth, as may be 
judged trom the very di‘ant coun- 
tries to which it has been vilible at 
the fame time: indeed the great 
accumulation of cle‘tric matter 
feems to lie beyond the verge of 
our atmofphere, as eltimated by 
the ceflation of twilizht. Alfo with 
the northern lights a hiffing norfe 
is faid to be heard in fome very 
cold climates: Gmelin {peaks of 
it in the moit pointed terms, as 
freguent and very loud in the 
north-ealteru parts of Siberia; and 
other travellers have related fimilar 
4 
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«¢ But, in my opinion, the mott 
remarkable analogy of all, and 
that which tends moft to elucidate 
the origin of thefe meteors, is the 
direction of their courfe, which 
feems, in the very large ones at 
leaft, to be conitantly trom or to- 
ward the north or north-wett quar- 
ter of the heavens, and indeed to 
approach very nearly to the pre- 
fent magnetical meridian. ‘This is 
particularly obfervable in thofe 
meteors of late years whofe tracks 
have been afcertained with mott 
exacinefs ; as that of November 
26, 1758, deferibed by fir John 
Pringle; that of July 17, 177), 
treated of by M. Le Roy; and 
this of the Sth of laft Auguit. 
The largett proportion of the other 
accounts of meteors confirm the 
fume obrervation, even thofe of a 
more early period; nay, I think, 
fome traces of it arc perceivable 
in the writings of the ancients. 
Whether their motion fhall be from 
the northern quarter of the hea- 
vens or toward it, feems nearly in- 
ditierent, as the numbers of thofe 
going cach way are not very un- 
equal: I confider them, in the 
former cafe, as maties of the elec- 
tric fluid repelled, or buriting from 
the great collected body of it in 
the north ; and, inthe latter cate, 
as mafles attracted toward that ac- 
cumulation ; a diitinction, proba- 
bly, much the fame in effect, as 
that of potitive and nevative elee- 


tricity near the furface of the 
earth. 
“ This tendency toward the 


magnetic meridian, Sowever, feems 
to hold cood only with regard to 


- . . . , 
the largeit torc of GSre-balls ; the 





REFLEXIONS on the CAUSE of METEORs, 


{maller ones move mor 
larly, perhaps becaufe tl 
further within the verve ‘of » 
atmoiphere, and are thereby Ros 
expoted to the action of extraneous 
caufes. That the fmaller for of 
meteors, fuch as {fhootine flars 
are really lower down in the ar. 
mofphere, is rendered very proba- 
ble by their dwifter apparent mo- 
tion: perhaps it is this very cir. 
cumttance which cccafions’ them 
to be imaller, the electric fluid be- 
ing more divided in more refiftins 
ar. But as thofe mafles of elec- 
tricity, which move where there 
is fcarcely any refiftance, fo vene- 
rally affe‘t the direétion of the 
magnetic meridian, the ideas which 
have been entertained of fome ana- 
logy between thefe two obfcure 
powers of nature, feem not alto 
gether without foundation. 

* If the foregoing conjectures 
be jutt, diflin& regions are allotted 
to the electrical phenomena of our 
atmofphere. Here below we have 
thunder and lightning, from the 
unequal dittribution ot the electrig 
fluid among the clouds; in the 
loftier regions, whither the clouds 
never reach, we have the various 
gradations of falling ftars ; till be- 
yond the limits of our corpufeular 
atmofphere the fluid is put into 
motion in fufficient maffes to hold 
a determined courfe, and exhibit 
the different appearances of what 
we call fire-balis ; and probably at 
a flill greater elevation above the 
earth, the electricity accumulates 
in a lighter lefs condenfed form, 
to produce the wondertully diver- 
fitied ttreams and corrufcauons 0: 
the aurora borealis.” 
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GENERAL ACCOUNT of the STATE of the WEATHER in the 


Year 1793. 


Annexed to an Abjtract ot a Reviiier of the Barometer, 


Thermometer, and Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1783. By 


Tuomas BARKER, Liq. 


[From the fame Volume.] 


rT HE year began with a fhort 

dry troit, then dhowery, in- 
termixed with froit. The end ot 
January, and near half of Febru- 
ary, flormy and wet, and after ten 
davs fine and mild; a fevere featon 
for fnow, wet, wind, and_frott. 
The end of February and begin- 
ning of March cut the grafs, corn, 
and flock, more than all the winter 
before. From March 1oto May 27, 
was a very dry feafon and tine teed- 
tine; but fo dry at laft the late 
fown corn could not come up. The 
fpring was pleaiant; but almott 
conttant frofty mornings ull April, 
and frequent attcrward, kept things 
backward; and though there was 
fome fine warm weather the middle 
of April, yet later in May the 
drought and \. KE. winds ftopped 
the growth of things; and two 
fharp froity nights, May 25 and 26, 
the rime was fo particularly cutting 
in the meadows, that the young 
fhoots on many oak and afh trees in 
the vallics were entirely killed, 
while thofe cn the hills were un- 
hurt, and fome of the tops of the 
trees efcaped, though the bottoms 
were blaited. 

** May 27 to 30, ina continued 
three days rain there fell 3 3 inches, 
which 1s, | belicve, the moit that 
has come in one continued unceat- 
ing rain fince July, 1736, when, in 
about the fame time, there came 
five inches ; but the rain this May 
Was not alike in all places, for 
there was not a quarter io much in 
Hampthire. This rain was of vaft 


fervice to bring up the late fown 
corn, and make the grafs grow 
well; but this and tome other 
hafty rains afterwards hurt the 
meadow grafs, by flooding it three 
times. Hot weather fuccerding, it 
was a very growing time, and ten 
days together, in the middle of 
June, were all wet. 

‘* During the fhowery time an 
uncommon hazinefs began, which 
was very remarkable all the reft of 
the fummer: the air was all thick 
both below the clouds and above 
them, the hills looked blue, and at 
a diftance could not be feen; the 
fun flione very red through the 
haze, and fometimes could not be 
feen when near fetting. There 
was more or lels of this haze almoit 
con{tantly tor a month, and very 
frequently to the end of the fum- 
mer, and it did not ceafe till Mi- 
chaeimas ; and neither rain nor fair, 
wind nor calin, eaft nor weit winds, 
took it away ; and it was as exten- 
five as common, for it was the 
fame all over Europe, and even to 
the top ot the Alps. This haze 
was very like Virgil’s defeription 
ot the iummer atter Julius Cefar’s 
death, which was probably the 
{aine cafe, 

“Cum caput obfcura nitidum ferru- 

gine texit,” 


for rufly iron is a very good de- 
fcription ef the colour the fun 
fhone. But by Plutarch’s account, 
near the end of C. Cefar, that 
fummer was very different from this 
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in other refpects ; for he fays, the 
fun gave very little heat, the air 
was cloudy and heavy, and the 
fruits not ripened, which was not 
the cafe this year; tor this wasa 
dry haze, the fummer in general 
hot and dry, and in fome countries 
very much fo. 

I think [ never knew more 
mifchief done by thunder than 
there was in different places this 
year, from the beginning of July, 
and very feldom more or hotter 
weather ; yet where they had not 
thofe thunder-fhowers they fuffered 
by being burnt up. Here we never 
wanted grafs after Muy, and the 
hay and harveit were both well got 
in; but in Surrey, Hampfhire, and 
Dorfet, they were very much burnt 
up, and had little hay ; and as they 
hada good deal of fhowery wea- 
ther in harveit, their barley fut- 
fered twice, from not coming up in 
time, and again in getting it in. 
As the rain this year was chiefly in 
fhowers or fudden rains, it fell very 
uncertainly, as appears by com- 
paring what tell here with that in 
Hampthire. ‘The latter part of 
Auguft and firft half of September 
was fhowery ; but in this country 
not fo much as to hurt the harveft, 
a great part of which was in firft. 
The crop of grain was in general 
pretty good, but id not yield 


enough to make up the defect of 
the lait year’s crop, every body 
was fo much out of a!l forts, as the 
corn lait year was both fcarce and 
bad; grain, therefore, continued 
dear this year, eipecially barley. 








STATE of the WEATHER in the Year 1783. 


*¢ The fummer of 1782 had been 
fo cold and wet, that the flower 
buds on many trees were very final] 
and not perfected; fo that this 
{pring there was a great want of 
bloffoms on the wall-fruit and ap. 
pies, and exceeding few indeed oy 
afh-trees and hawthorn. [ do not 
know of any afhkeys at all, nor 
any bunehes of haws, only a few 
feattered fingle ones; but cherries 
and plumbs bloffomed well, and 
there was no want of fruit ; plenty 
of currants, and vaft quantities of 
goofeberries. 

‘© Auguft 18, a remarkable ball 
of fire was feen between nine and 
ten at night all over England, and 
even in foreign countries, It feem: 
ed to move from north to fouth or 
fouth-eait, There was another 
October 4, but not fo much obferv- 
ed, and fome fay another afterward, 
but little feen; but there were 
very few northern lights this au- 
tumn. 

‘s The autumn was a very fine 
one; calm, fair, and mild, but ra- 
ther too dry for the fowing of 
wheat, which, however, in general 
came up well, and what lay dry 
was brought up very finely by ten 
da.s wet the middle of November; 
after which it was dry and fine 
again, an open mild time, with few 
froity mornings; but a good deal 
of dark or mitty weather in De- 
cember, yet mild till the laft week, 

when there came a great fnow, very 
fevere froft, and cutting ftrong 
wind, which ended the year.” 
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ACCOUNT of aREMARKABLE FROST, on the 23d of JUNE, 
By the Rev. Sir Joan Cutium, Bart. F.R.S, and S.A, 


1783. 


[From the fame Volume. ] 


6 BOUT fix o’clock, that 

morning, I obferved the 
gir very much condenfed in my 
chamber-windpw ; and, upon get- 
ting up, Was informed by a tenant, 
who lives clofe to my houfe, that, 
finding himfelf cold in bed, about 
three o’clock in the morning, he 
looked out at his window, and to 
his great furprife faw the ground 
covered with a white froft: and I 
was afterwards afflured, upon indu- 
bitable authority, that two men at 
Barton, about three miles off, faw 
between three and tour o’clock that 
morning, in fome fhallow tubs, ice 
of the thickneis of a crown piece, 
and which was not melted before 
fix. 

«“ This unfeafonable froft pro- 
duced fome remarkable effects. ‘The 
arilte of the barley, which was 
coming into ear, became brown 
and withered at the extremities, as 
did the leaves of the oats; the rye 
had the appearance of being muil- 
dewed; fo that the farmers were 
alarmed for thofe crops, ‘The wheat 
was not much affected. ‘The larch, 
Weymouth pine, and hardy Scotch 
fir, had the tips of their leaves 
withered ; the firft was particularly 
damaged, and made a fhabby ap- 
pearance the reit of the {ummer. 
The leaves of fome afhegy very 
much fheitered, in my garden, 
fuffered greatly. A walnut-tree 
received a fecond fhot (the firft was 
from a fevere froft on the 26th of 
May), which completed the ruin of 
ts crop. Cherry-trees, a ftandard 
peach-tree, filbert and hafel-nut- 
trees, fhed their leaves plentifully, 
and littered the walks as in autumn. 

6 


The barberry.buth was extremely 
pinched, as well as the hypericum 
perforatum and hirfutum: as the 
two lait are folftitial, and rather 
delicate plants, | wondered the lefs 
at their fentibility ; but was much 
furprifed to find, that the vernal 
blackthorn and {weet violet, the 
leaves of which one would have 
thought mutt have acquired a pert 
fect firmnefs and firength, were in- 
jured fullas much. All thefe ve- 
getables appeared exactly as if a 
fire had been lighted near them, 
that had fhriveiled and difcoloured 
their leaves : 


iat sti i 
se —penetrab ie irigus acurit. 


“¢ Atthe time this havock wee 
made among {ome of our hardy 
natives, the exotic n ‘Iberry-tree 
was very little affected : a fig-tree, 
againit a north-wett wall, remained 
unburt, as well as the vine, on 
the other fide, though juit coming 
into bloffuin. I fpeak of my own 
garden, which is high; for in the 
low ones about Bury, that is buta 
inile off, the ftig-trees in particu- 
lar were very much cut; and, in 
general, all thofe gardens fuffer 
more by froftt than mine, 

*¢ dome Weather, that 
for the time of year, had preceded 
this froti. On the 2: it the thers 
mometer had, at no tine of the 
day, rifen to 60°; on the 22d, at 
ten at night, it had funk to 50". 
On the lait day, and on the 23d, 
difappeared that dry haze, which 
had taken place fome days before, 
and continued to blot out the face 
ot the tun for fo long a time after- 
wards. After fun iet on the 24th 

t 


was cold 








F142} Extraordinary CASE of a DROPSY of the OVARIUM, 


it appeared again, and the next day 
the leaves of many vegetables were 
covered with a clammy itweet- 
nefs.” 

<¢ So fevere a froft, at fo ad- 


vanced a feafon, is certainly - 
one of the leait remarkable amone 
the atmofpherical phenomena of 
this year.” 








es, 


An EXTRAORDINARY CASE of a DRODSY of the OVARIUM, 


with fome REMARKS. 


By Mr. Pattie Meavows Marrinear, 


Surgeon to the Norfolk and Norwich Hofpital. 


[From the fame Volume. ] 


«© CARAH Kippus, a pauper in 

w) the city of Norwich, was, 
for many years, a patient of my 
father’s, and, at his deceafe, was 
under the care ot Mr. Scott, as 
city furgeon, who obliged me many 
times by taking me to the poor wo- 
min, from whom I received the 
account of the early part of her 
difeafe. 

‘¢ Her complaints came on firft 
after a mifcarriage at the ace of 
twenty-feven. She had never 
been pregnant before; and her dif- 
charges at that time were fo great 
as to bring her into a very weak 
condition. She foon perceived 
fome uneafinefs, attended with a 
iwelling on one fide, which, after 
a few months, became too laree 
to diftinguifh whether it was greate 
on one fide orthe other. As the 
fwelling was found to arife from 
water, it was drawn off, which was 
in the year 1757. She was never 
afterwards pregnant; but the cata- 
menia continued regularly till the 
ufual period of their ceffation. 
When I firtt faw her, which was 
in the year 1780, ihe had been 
many times tapped, and fhe was 
then full of water. Her appear- 
ance was truly deplorable, not to 
fay fhocking. She was rather a 
low woman, and her body to large 
as almoft wholly to obtcure her 
face, as well as every other part of 


her: with all the was tolerably 
cheartul, and feldom regarded the 
operation. I faw her jutt betore 
we took away 106 pints of water, 
and I begged leave to take a mea. 
fure of her. She was fixty-feven 
inches and a half in circumterence, 


- and trom the cartilago enfiformis to 


the os pubis thirty-four inches, 
Her legs were now greatly {well- 
ed; but this, and every other 
{ymptom of which fhe complained, 
evidently arofe from the quantity 
and weight of water. She neither 
ate nor drank much, and made but 
a imall quantity of urine. 

‘¢ The operation of drawing of 
the water was generally performed 
on a Sunday, as the mott conve- 
nient day for her neighbours to 
ailitt her, and before the latter end 
of the week fhe was able to walk 
very well. She was firit tapped in 
the year 1757, and died in Augutt, 
1783. Thus the lived full twenty- 
five years with fome intervals of 
eafe, having eighty times under 
gone the operation, and in all had 
taken from her 6631 pints of wa- 
ter, or upwards of thirteen hog- 
{hic ads. 

«© Twill fubjoin the account of 
the dates, and the quantity drawn 
off at each time, as given me by 
Mr. Scott, obferving that till 1769 
no exact memorandum was kepts 


except of the number of times, 
althougs 








aithough the quantity of water 
drawn off was always meafured. 
By my father fhe was tapped twen- 
ty-fix times, averaged at 70 pints 
each time: by Mr. Donne once, 
73 pints, which makes 1683 pints 
from fome part of the year 1757 


to 1769. By Mr. Scott as follows : 





1769. Pints. 
March 16, 70 
July 17, 72 
November 20, 73 
December 31, 70 

290 

1770. 

April 155 70 

Auguit 11, 73 

December 4, 76 
—— 219 

1971. 

March 22, 74 
July 14, | 
November 3, - 
1772. 
February 22, 79 
June 6, 7 
September 12, 74 
December 12, 82 
— 308 
773° 
March 7, a) 
May 29, 71 
Augutt 29, 79 
December 5, $1 
— ae 
17 4: , 
arcn I ’ 7 
June - Ah 
Oober 23, Q2 
—— 258 

3975-6 
January 24, 

May 28, oH 
September 13, 72 
December 16, So 

1756. 337 

April 9, $4 
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Pints. 
July 28, 82 
November 29, 85 
m——— 251 
1777 
March 16, 89 
July 2), go 
November 9, 98 
TT ae 
1778. 
March &, 96 
July 5» 99 
November 5, 105 
@une 300 
1779. 
February 28, 106 
June 13, 108 
Auguft 17, 2 
October 24, 99 
December 10, go 
= ea 
1730. 
February 6, 73 
April 23, 102 
July 24, 106 
September 10, 95 
November 12, 98 
ae 
1781. 
January 1, Ico 
March 11, 0+ 
June 2s, 109 
October 14, 100 
394 
1782. 
January 13, 99 
March 18, 64 
June 2, 74 
Augutt 26, 98 
November 17, g2 
—_——. 425 
1783. 
February 14, 104 
May 11, 100 
July 20, 98 
Auguit 11, onopening 78 
380 


Total 6631 pints. 


‘© In looking over this account 


it appears that 108 pints was the 


greatelt 





greatett quantity ever taken away 
at any one time ; that fhe was 
never tapped more than five times 
in any one year ; and the largeit 
quantity In a year was 495 pints. 
The mott water colleted in the fhort- 
eit fpace of time was gs pints in fe- 
ven weeks, from July 24th to Sep- 
tember roth in 178°, which is 
very nearly two pints ina day. It 
appears alfo, that in the laft four- 
teen years of her life, whena re- 
ular accoynt was kept, fhe in- 
creaied fafter in the winter than 
- in the fummer months. If the fix 
fummer months, from April to 
September inclutive, are reckoned, 
fhe loft in the fourteen years, in 
twenty-three operations, 1g72 pints, 
and in the winter months, trom 
October to March inclufive, by 
thirty tappings, 2596 pints; and 
it will be found, that 30 is to 
2596 rather more than 23 to 1972, 
fo that feven more tappings were at 
leaft neceflary in the winter than 
inthe fummer. In the months of 
March and November fhe oftener 
underwent the operation than in 
any other. In thefe calculations 
the three months in 1783 are not 
included, as the year was not 
tinifhed. 

‘© If we compare the famous 
cafe of Lady Page, related by 
Dr. Mead, the quantity of water 
taken from her ladyfhip appears 
fall when oppofed to the number 
of pints drawn from Sarah Kippus, 
The one loit 1920, the other 6631. 
It muft be confeffed, however, that 
Lady Page collected fatter than the 
poor woman whole cate I have 
related. 

** Tcome now to {peak of the 
diffelion, and to make fome ob- 
fervations on the whole. On the 
roth of Auguli, 1783, the poor 
woman died; and the following 
day Dr, Dack, an eminent phyti- 
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cian of this place, accompanied me 

to open the body. I firlt drew off 

78 pints of clear water: fuppofing 

therefore, all the water to hens 
been taken away at the lai operas 

tion, then in three weeks fhe had 
collected 78 pints, which is more 
than three pints and a half in each 

day: a quantity far exceeding 

what fhe had taken. I then open- 

ed into the cavity from which the 
water came, and feparated the fac 

from the peritoneum, and found 
the fac had arifen in the ovarium 

of the left fide. After this, I dif. 
fected out the uterus, with the 

right ovarium in a natural flate, 
and thus obtained every part ne. 
ceflary to fhow the difeafe, viz. 
the uterus, the right ovarium 
cound, and the left enlarged into 
an immenfe pouch. The cytt it- 
felt was not very thick, but lined 
in almoft every part of it, but 
more efpecially in the fore part, 
with fmall offitications. ‘The peri 
toneum was prodigioutly thickened, 
and thus, by its additional firength, 
became the chief fupport of the 
water. ‘There was fomething fin- 
gular in the fac itfelf, for it was 
rather two than one, from there 
being an opening in the fide of 
what appeared at firit the only ca- 
vity, Which led to another cavity, 
almoft equally large with the firtt; 
fo that if all the water in any ope- 
ration had not been evacuated, 1t 
muft probably have been owing 
to a difficulty in its paflage trom 
the fecond into the firit or more 
external cyft. From the fize, how- 
ever, of the poor woman after each 
operation, it is evident, that in her 
there being two facs did not pre- 
vent the total drawing off of the 
water. “The other vilcera appeat* 
ed all in a natural flate. The 1 
teflines were quite empty, and 
pufhed up under the ribs, fo . S 

la 















Fave left but very little room for 
the expanfion of the lungs within 
the thorax. The bladder was 
contracted, or rather, I fhould fay, 
app eared leflened. he kidneys 
were healthy, and both ureters in 
a natural tate. The iac is in the 
collection of John Hunter, efg. 
«In reflecting upon this cafe, 
an obvious queltion aries ; trom 
whence proceed led this immenfe 
eollecuon of water? Art ditterent 
periods of this poor woinan ’s lite 
the quantity —— off, without 
confidering the ufme fle made, 
was much greater than the fluids 
fhe drank, which appeared from 
ineafurine whatever fhe took, It 
appears then pretty certain, that 
this fuperabundant q lantity mutt 
have been taken into the body’ by 
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abforption ; and if we allow the 
bodies of animals to have this 
power of abforbing, which we 
very well know vegetables are pof- 
fefied of, it will account for m: ny 
appearances In the animal cco. 
nomy. ‘This poor woman colleét- 
ed tailer in the wet moiitt months 
of winter than in fummer. 

** From all, this happy conclu- 
lion may be drawn, that although 
hu mat Lartis at prefent infufficient 
to the perfect cure of difeaies fi- 
milar to the poor woman's cafe I 
have related, yet nature is conti- 
nually detending herfelt fromm fud- 
den death ; and fuch relief may be 
granted as to protract life a long 
time without much pain, and often 
with intervals ef great eafe and 
comtort.”’ 





On the DIFFERENT QUANTITIES of RAIN which fall, at DIF- 


FLRENT HEIGH Is, over the 


fame SPOT of GROUND; with 


a LETTER from Benjamin Frankiiny LL.D. By Tiiomas 


Peacivat, M.D. F.R.S. S.A. 


&c, 


[From a Paper read before the Literary and Philofophical Society of 
Manchefter; on the 21{t of January, 1784. Printed, and given by 
Dr. Pexcivat to his Fricgds, but not yet publiihed. } 


T is a reflection which may 
mortity pride and humble ar- 
rogance, but ought certainly tO 
antmate the {pirit ot pat ient atten- 
tion, and confole us under the dif: 
appointme ents of philotoy vhicai pur- 
luits, that many of the moi} inte- 
reiting laws of n: ature have remain- 
ed undifce vered, till fome happy 
coincidence ot circumtiances hath 
pointe ‘dthem out to inquiry or ob- 
fervation, Thus the energy _ of 
fire mult have been known and felt 
from the creation of the wot ‘Id; 
but the rey ularity of the e xpartfile 
power on ‘different bodies is a Mo 
Jv S4. 


dern difcovery of uncertain date, 
And the real nature of this fubtile 
element, which pervades and ac- 
tuates al! matter, and is continually 
perceptid! le to our fenfes, is yet 
but impertectly explored. The 
ancients were acquainted with the 
magnifying power of denfe me- 
diums; and Sencca has noticed, 
that {mall letters appear larger and 
brighter when viewed through a 
glais globe filled with wat ter. He 
has retnarked alfo, that ap ples are 
more beautiful when Gwimmit 17 In 
fucha veflel. But thefe shiere le 
tions, which muft have been made 
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hy numberlefs fpectators, in a long 
{uccethion of peart, were regarde d 
as folitary facts; and it was nor till 
the thirteenth century that {pec- 
eacles were conitructed, in conte- 
quence peers of the experiments 
made by the Arabian philofopher 
Aihazen, an ad our juitly celebrated 
countryman Roger Bacon. Yet 
though magnifying elafies came 
then into general vie, and mutt 
have been daily handled by artitis 
and others, three hundred years 
elapfed betore it occurred to any 
one to put them together, fo as to 
form « telefcope. The colle! tion 
of watery vapours in the air, the 
figures ot clouds, and the defcent 
of rain, could pais in no age un- 
noticed by n unk ind, and have long 
been the fubjetts of attentive in- 
velligation, Yet it isa very recent 
ditcovery, which we owe to the 
12° Pactty of a molt 1 neenious p! y- 
fician and ee er, that a ma- 
nifeft difference fubiiils th the quan- 
tity of rain which falls, at different 


heights, over the fame fpot ot 


— 
eround. 
ae . ‘f ’ bd 
ss , comp]? mn havine he n 
é t ‘ ai ss sae te 4 
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ceived. A funnel was therefore 
P| aced above the higheit chimne ys, 

nd another upon the ground of the 

‘arden belonging to the fame 
houfe; and the like diverfity way 
found between the two thus near 
together, which had fubfifted wheg 
they were fixed at correfpondent 
heichts in different parts of the 
town. Similar _€xperime nts were 
made on Wettminiter Ab bey ; and 
repe ated at Bath, Liverpool, Mid 
dlewich, and other places, with 

early uniforgy refults. The ob- 
fervations, cad, however new 

and fingular, are too well authen- 
ticate “ to admit of the leat degree 
ot d yubt ; and it 1S the office ot 
phi lofophy to ¢ urnifh an _adequ ate 
and rational tf: okt ition of them. Dr. 


Heberden conjectures that the phe 


nomenon depends on fome un- 
known property of clectricity. To 
me It appears probable that the com- 

ny | ws. I V WH ich pe ver} - 
firences the afcentand tuipention of 


vapours, are lufheient to explain 


tii [Tr precipit ae On 1 n rain ‘ and the 
lately difcovered mode of tts de- 
Pad : . ° ° 

fcent. And in a memoir, written 


tome time aco, I endeavoured te 

7 ’ . . a . ae 
prove, that the cle ‘trical fluid 1s 
> i 4 e j = —_ 
trongby attracted by water ;, and 
, . * . a * 


that by de he cohetion be- 
tween its particles, and repelling 
} fer, ’ } . Se Rees 
tiem trom cach other, Ww becomes 
a powertul agent im evaporation, 
id in the tormation ot clouds. 

when two clouds, containing 

at portions of electric fire, 

me within the iphere of mutual 


-e ° ly poe , ¢ ther 
re TACO. io y Wii | rufh to; CECI, 
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and ejectricaa Thuid b ing aiftul 
} } ave 

ed throvuch a larywer ipa tne pa 

° . 

| — + 7) 
t Lo ti Wil ‘ ‘ l uni e alia 
f )] 1? th In? > 1 to a! IDS, a 

. . ? } + - 

fh; wer Wii O« 2? Od uc I as 
. ~ ery - 

the rain leicends tarau 1 atm 
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¢ will be continually co 
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‘agit; the di vill coaleice more 


torether, by the sn 


} ~s rr 

and more rO- 
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erciive diminution ot the powe: 
= | 

>} } , ~- * ~ ’ . seers 
which counteracts their m ial at- 

S ’ “AY ~ 2 ele- ¢ 
tra*tion; and conteguentiy, in a 
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a ah » erereh “crear , 
give n ipace, a mucn ial > er quan- 
~ oda * +* 

" ' in > ‘ ,* 
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oS ~~ fr ae | rh, o, rt. aed oft the eart n 
at c “Jil 285 acter . -* 
la th i (oO this erect the 
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recipitation of the vapours con 
eained in a diffolved or diffufed 
fate, In the lower revions of the 
atinofphere, Wiil, in iome UC Yy its, 
contribute; for it has been ob- 


ferve d to vi fair upon the top of 
+ . 
t! 1e cathed ire Lat Vy ork. at rhe t’ ne 


mhen pa were imall 
rains, with thick mulls, in the 
below: 
ae memoir. of which T have 
given a brief view, was di- 
ce d amongit my literary cor- 
tefps rr tag and procure i man 
ious and iN tc reine obfe iVa- 
on the fi t. Andi ti aut 
friend Dr. Franklin wili 


A e 


al "|Zz ling 


- ite 


itreets 


me 
cul 
fthons 
my 


fubjex 


tK1\Y oe 
awl 


give the liberty I take in commu- 
. « » : > os 
hicating to the faciety the follow- 


g letter, with which [I was ho- 
noured by him, on this occafion. 


miyectures ¢ 


emgent a philofopher may almott 
be deemed commor ) property, and 
on the point in quettion the y are of 
peculiar talue and authority. 

Extrad of a Letter from Bexyamin 


my 


found yYOUF Tavol ot the 6th oO? 
May (1791). I with I could, a 
vou deitre, give you a better ex- 
pl na n of the phenoine non in 


adie : —— saneee 
Oud bi rlle iit ce you 1€¢e:n mot ¢ “\\ 


with 
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your Own 5 Out & 
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athoroughiy fatisfa@ory hypothe. 
fis. Not that i make the leat 
doubt of the facts already related, 
as | know both Lord Charles Ca- 
vendiih and Dr. Heberden to be 


Very acl Nv 1 nters s but 
[ wilh to ] event ot the 
. 
tr 48 prop ir 1x queries ; 
and alfa, whether in che fame 
place where the lower veffel re- 


ceives neariy twice the 


' qi vantity of 
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received by the upper, 


eT ye 
a “he ak veffe? pla ed at halt the 
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flate with regard cithet to common 
or eleric fire ; or by all thete 
caufes united. 

«¢ In the firft cafe, by the unit- 
ing of numbers, larger dtops might 
he made, but the quantity falling 
in the Give fpace ‘would be th: 
fame at all keights; unlets, as 
you “mention, the whole th ould 
be contracted in falling, the lines 
defcribéd by all the drops con- 
verging, fo that what fet out to fall 
from a cloud of many throtiand 
acres, fhould reach the earth in 
perhaps a third of that extent, of 
which I fomewhat doubt. In the 
other cafes we have two exper- 
ments. 

1. Adry giais bottle, filled with 
very cold water, in a warm day, 
will prefently collect trom. the 


feen ing! v a nir that furrounds it, 
a quantity of water thot thall cover 
irs tt: riavce sail ram Cow its ticles . 
hich pe rh aps is done bw the pow - 
er wherewith the cold water at- 


tracts the fluid common tre that 
had been uni ited with the diffolyed 
wing that 


see ny “y r 
¥ Ait f in the sabia and ira 


sg per 
tire throueh the elais into ittelf 
‘ 
fersy eka x ee »? e(s,40 
CNVEes THE Water On THE VUTAGE, 
‘ i » a Sag, Fe. 
“3. Anetectrtied body tett in 
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a room for fome time, will be more 
covered with duit than other bodies 
in the fame room not eles trified, 
which duit feems to be attracted 
from the circumambient air, 

‘¢ Now we know that the rain, 
even im our hottett days, comes 
fro mavery cold region. Its tall. 
Iny fometimes in the form of ICC, 
fhews this cle arly ; and perhaps 
even the rain is fnow or ice wher 
it firit moves downwards, though 
thawed in falling; and we know 
that the drops of rain are often 
electrified : but thofe caufes of ad- 
dition to each drop of water, or 
piece ot hail, one would th 
could not long continue to senha 
the fame efiect; ftince the air 
through which the drops tall, mué 
foon be thripped of its previoutly 
eiiotved water, fo as to be no 

er capab 1 of augmenting them, 
Indeed very heavy fhowers of 
either are reéever of long conti: 
nuance: but modcrate rains often 
continue fo long as to puzzle this 
hvpotheiis: do that, upon the 
whole, | think, as 1] mstimated be- 
fore, that we are yet hardly ripe 


‘i my 
Toi Mak Uy I. 


. 
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evidence 18 abfolute, 
ut wradati lor 1; but pro- 
bable evidence atcend ls, by regular 
fiep:, from the lo weit prefumptiva 
to the hi zhet moral certainty. 4 
fingle pi efumption is, indeed, of if 
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perfect proo fs may produce the full- 
eft convic tion. The trength of be- 
ge ver, may often be greater, 


let, 9 
is proportion: ate to the torce 


ad nu nber of thete proots, either 
indy idually or collectively conti- 
dered. For, as uncertainty is al- 

ways pated to the underitand! ng, 
very {lig rht evid ence, if the fubject 
be capa able of no oth: CI, fometimes 
amounts to credibility. ‘This every 
hilofopher experiences in his ree 
aches into nature, ,nd the ob- 
fervation may ferve as an apology 
for the f ollowing jeu def{prit 3 in 
which | fhall attempt to + arash by 
the feveral analogies of organiza- 
tion, life, in fine, {pontaneity, 
and felf-motion, that plants, like 
animals, are endued with the pow- 
both of perception and enjoy- 


ers, 
ment. 
“1, Vegetables bear fo near a 


fimilitude to animals in their itrac- 
ture, that botanitts hare derived 
from anatomy and phyfiology, al- 
mott all the terms employed in the 
defeription of them. <A tree or 
fhrub, they inform us, confitts of 
acuticle, cutis, and cellular mem- 


brane; of velfels varioutly dif- 
pofed, and idapted to the trant- 
miifion of different fluids ; and of 
aheneous, or dony fubilance, co- 
vering and defending a pith or 
marrow. Sich organization evi- 
dently belongs not to inanimate 


matter; and when we obferve, in 
ve! getables, that it is 


with, or inttrument:] t 
ot growth, 


re 
othe powel 
of felf-pretervation, of 


motion, and of feminal increafe, 
we can nes hefitate to afcribe to 
them a hivine prin ciple. And by 
oncarge, | this attr’ bute, we ad- 
vance p higher in the an: ilog y 
We ure an ing. Fox, the idea of 
ite naturally imphes fome cegree 
pt perceptir ity: and wherever per- 


MPptucR relics, a greater or lefs 
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capacity for enjoyment feems to be 
its necefiary adjunct. Indefinite 
and low, therefore, as this capas 
city may be, in each lingle herb 
or tree, yet, wher we confider the 
amazing extent of the vegetable 
king dom, ** trom the cedar of Le- 
banon to the hyflop upon the 
wall,” the aggregate of happinefs, 
produced by it, “will be found to 
exceed our mott enlarged concep- 
tions. Itis prejudice only, which 
retirains or fupprefies the delight- 
ful emotions, refulting from the 
belief of fuch a diffufion of good. 
And, becaufe the framers ot fy1- 
tems have invented arrangements 
and divilions of the works of God, 
to aid the mind 1a the purfuits of 
{elence, we implicitly admit as re- 
ality, what is m erely artificial ; 
and adopt diflinctions, without 
proof of any eilential difference. 
Lapides crefcunt ; wegetabilia crcf> 
cunt et wivunt; animalia crefcunt, 
wigunt, et fentiunt. "his climax, 
of Linnzus, is conformable to the 
doctrines of Ariitotle, Pliny, Jun- 
cius, and others: But none of 
thefe great men have oc fuf- 


ficient evidence, to fupport the 
negative characteriiies, if | may 
{o expre{s Inv elf, on which tle 


three kingdoms of nature are here 
eftablifhed. ‘That a gradation fub- 
fitts, in the fcale of beings, is 
clearly manifelt ; but the higher 
advances we make in phytical 
knowledge, the nearer will the de- 
¢ be feen to approach each 
other. And At is no very extra- 
vacant conjecture to fuppofe , that, 
in fome future » period, perceptivity 
mav be ditcovered to extend, even 
beyond the limits now affiened to 
veretable lit e Corallines, ma- 
drepores, m! lepores, and {punges 
were formerly con! idered as fof 
bodies: But the e xperit nents ot 
count Mariigh evinced, that they 
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are endued with life, and led him 
to clafs them with the maritime 


slants. -And the objiervations of 


sllis, Juflicu and Px yf nel, have 
fince raifed them to the rank of 
animals. The detect; iD of error, 
in long eftablifhed opinions con- 


cerning one branch of natural 
knowledge, jutihies- fulpicion 


of its exiftence in others, which 
are nearly allied to t And it will 
appear, fiom the profecution of 
our enquiry into the inftinéts, 
tpontaneity, and tc if-moving power 
of vegetables, that the fufpicion 1s 
not without foundation. 

“TT, Initinct is a propenfity, or 
movement to feek, withour delibe- 
ration, what 33 ag 
ase nature, actuated by it 
nd to avu:d what is incons ruous 
or hurtful. It is a practical powe: 
which requires no previous |.now- 
ledge or expe rience; and which 
puriues a prefent or future good, 
without any definite an or fore+ 
fight; and often, with very faint 
degrees of co nicioufnets, ‘the 
calf, when it firit comes into the 
world, a} pplies- to fase teats of the 
cow, utterly ignorant of the tafle, 
or nutritious a) lality of the milk, 
and confequently, with no views, 
‘ither to fenfual ws aortion or 
fupport: And the duckling, which 
has been hatched under a hen, at 
a ditance trom water, diicovers a 
conttant reftleflacts and impatience ; 
and is obferved co pracifg all the 
rotons cf iwinming, though a 
ranger to its future defignation, 
a to the cl: nent, for which its 
oily feathers, and web-like feet, 
are formed. = Inflincts analogous 
to thefe, operate with equal energy, 
on the vecetable tribe. A feed 
contains a germ, or plant in minia- 


ture, and a radicle or little root, 


yntended by nature to fupply it 
with nourifhment. if the teed be 


fown in an inverted pofition iMilleach 


part Swe es Its proper 


I cit ection, 

ag phur iulda a tur “; Mi} W ard, and 
eP aT ic rk 

the rac , ces cownward, int 


A hop-plant, turp. 
ing round a pole, follows the 
courfe of the fun, trom iouth to 
weit, and {oon dies, when forced 
into an oppofite line of motion: 
But remove the obj ‘acle, and the 


" 
tie ground. 


pl. ant will quik kly return to us or- 
dinary pohtic n. ‘ihe branches of 
a honey -fuckle foot out longitu. 
dinally, till they become u nable to 
bear their own weight ; and then 
ftrengthen the mielves, by chang- 
ing ‘their form into a {piral : 
When they 1 meet with other living 
branches, of the fame kind, they 
coalefce for mutual -tupport, and 
one fpiral turns to the right, and 
the other to the left; thus feek- 
ing, by an inilinctive impulfe, 
fome body en which to climb, and 
increafing the probability of find 
ing one, by the divertity of their 

rfe: for if the auxiliary branch 
- dead, the other uniformly winds 
itfelf round, from the right to the 
eft 


Ou 
uA 


Thef e examples, of the in- 
ftinctive economy of vegetables, 
have "te p urpofely taken from 
fubjects, familiar to our daily ob- 
fervation. But the plants of ware 
mer climates, were we futhcenty 
acquainted with them, wou ld pro- 
bably furnith better illuitran ions of 
this acknowledged power of ani- 
mality : And I fhall briefly recite 
the hiftory of a very curious ex- 
OtIC, which has been delivered to 
us from good authority ; and cone 
firmed by the obfervations of feve- 
ral be uropean botaniils 

The dionwa mute; ipula is a 
PRs of North Carolina. Its 
leaves are numerous, inclining [0 
bend downwards, and placed in 8 
circular orcer; they are je -—~ 

ani 
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and fucculent: the upper joint 
confilis of two lobes, each of which 
is fem. oval in its form, with a 
margin furnifhed with thf hairs 3 
which embrace each other, when 
they clofe from any irritation. 
The suarere s of thefe lobes are co- 
yered with {mall red glands, which 
probal vably fecrete fome {weet liquor, 
tempting to the tatte, but fatal to 
the lives of infects: for, the mo- 
ment the poor animal ahyhts upon 
thele parts 3 the <i lobes rife up, 
gralp it forcib! iVy lock the rows of 
{pines tovether, and {yueeze it to 
death: and, leit truggles tor 
life fhould dilengage the iniect, thus 
entangled, three {mall fpines are 
fixed amongit the glands, near the 
middle of each lobe, which etiec- 
tually put an'end to all its efforts : 
nor do the lobes un, while 
the dead animal continues there. 
The diffolution of its fubitance, 
therefore, is fuppo fed, by natu- 
ralifts, to conititute part of the 
nourifhment of the plant. But as 
the difcriminative power of inftinct 
is always limited, «and proceeds 
with a blind unifo: rmity when put 
into exertion, the plant clofes its 
leaves as forcibly, it fiimulated by 
a ftraw or a pin, as by the body 
an infect: nor does it expand them 
again, till the extraneous “earn 
is withdrawn. 

ll. If the facts and 
tions, Which have been produced, 
furnith any prety umptive proof ot 
the inftinctive power of vegetables, 
it will neceflarily follow, that they 
mult be endued with fome depree 
fpontaneity. kor the impulf e 
difcriminate and to preter, is al 
ctual exertion of that principle, 
Sianehe obfcure the confcioufnels 
the tecling may be, with which 
tis accompanied: and fuch voli- 
fon elt ippofes an innate percep- 
Gon, ‘Sak of what 1s confonant, 
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what is injurious to the 
of the individual, or 
it. But it is 
the defign of this little effay, ra- 
ther to invettigate nacure, than to 
appeal to metuphyfical contidera- 
tions: I fhall proceed, theretore, 
to point out a tew ot thofe pheno- 
mena, in the vegetable kingdom, 
which indicate {pontaneity. 
6 Several years ago, whillt en- 
red in a courfe of experiments 
to afcertain the influence of fixed 
air on vegetation, the following 
fact repeatedly ocurred to me. A 
{prig of mint, fufpenced by the 
ruct, with the head downwards, 
in the middle elafs vetlel of Dr. 
Nooth’s machine , continued to 
thrive vigoroully, without any 
pabulum, than what was 
fuppled by the ream of mephitic 
gas, to which it was expofed. In 
twenty-four hours, the ttem form- 
ed into a curve, the head became 
erect, and gradually alcended to- 
wards the mouth of the veffel; 
thus producing, by fucceffive ete 
forts, a new and unufual contigu- 
ration of its parts. Such exer 
tions in the iprig of mint, to rec 
tify its inverted pofition, and to 
remove trom a torcign, to its nae 
tural element, feems to evince vo 
lition to avoid what was evil, and 
to recover what had been experts 
enced to be eood, if plant, in 
a varden-pot, be placed in a room, 
which has no light, except from a 
hole in the wall, it will fhoot to- 
wards the hole, pafs through . 
into the open air, and then ve 
tate upward iS, in its pre per 
tion. Lord Kaims relates, that, 
‘ amoneit the ruins of New Ab- 
bey, formerly a monatiery in Gal- 
loway, there grows on the top of a 
wall, a plane-tree, iwenty fect 
high. Straitened tor nourithment, 
in th barren fituauion, it feveral 
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years ago dire‘ted roots down the 
tide of ‘the w all, till they reached 
the ground, ten feet below : and 
now, the nourifhment it afforded 
to thefe roots, during the time of 
deicending, is amply repaid; hav- 
ing every year, fince that time, 
made vigorous fhoots. From the 


top of the wall, to the furface of 


the earth, thefe roots have not 
thrown outa fimple fibre, but are 
now united into a pretty thick hard 
TOOt. | 

‘The regular movements, by 
which the fun-flower prefents its 
{fplendid difk to the fun, have been 
known to.naturaliits, and celebrat- 
ed by poets, both of ancient and 
modern times. Ovid founds upon 
ita beautiful ftory ; and ‘| homfon 


ceferibes it as an attachment ot 


love, to the celeitial lumin ary 
] 


«© But one, the lofty follower of the 
fun, 


Sad when he fets; fhuts up her ycllow 


le ives, 
Drooping abl night; and when he warm 
returns, , 


Points her cnamour'd bofom to his ray.” 
Summer, line 216. 

TV. Nature has wr. ly propor- 
tioned the powers of motion, to 
the dtveriified neceflities of the be- 
ings endued with them. Coral- 


lines and rayon are fixed to a 
fpot, becaufe all tl Wants may 
be there fabelicd. ‘The oy tier, 


during the aflux of the tide, opens 
to admit the water, lying with the 
holiv w fhell downwards : but when 
the ebb commences, it turns on the 
other fide; thus providing, by an 
inconiiderable movement, for the 
reception of its preper nutriment j 


| > : = ft 7 
and allerwaras ditenhar ring vhat 1s 
Juperttuous. Mr. Millers in his 


late accoung, ot the ifland ot Su- 
mate ay mentions afpecies of coral, 
hich the inhabitants have mif- 


taken for a plant, and have deno- 


phers, to refer them to the vis! 


minated it lalan-cout, or feas 
grafs. qti is found in thallow bays, 
where it appears like a fraiche 
flick, but when touched, withdraws 
itfelf into the fand. Now, if felf. 
moving faculties, like thefe, indi. 
cate animality, can fuch a diftinc. 
tion be denied to vegetables, pot- 
fefied of them tw an equal, or fu. 
perior degree ? he water-! ily, be 
the pond dee-“er fhallow in WwW hich 
it grows, puthes up it s lower-ftems, 
till they reach the open air, that 
the farina tecundans may perform, 
without injury, its proper oftice, 
About feven in the morning, the 
{talk erects itfelf, and the flowers 
rife sb the furface of the wa- 
ter: In this fate they continue till 
four in the aiternoon, when the 
flalk becomes relaxed, and the 
flowers fink and cliic. ‘fhe mo- 
tions of the ecu plant have 
becn long noticed with admiration, 
as exhibiting the Pat obvious figns 
of perceptivity. And if we admit 
fuch motions, as criteria of a like 
power, in other beings, to attri- 
bute them, in this inftance, to mere 
mechanitm, actuated folely by ex+ 
ternal impulfe, is to detiate trom 
the foundcit rule of philofophizing, 
which directs us not to multiply 
caufes, when the effects appear to 
be the fame. Neither wil the 
laws of electricity better folve the 
phenomena of this animated ves 
g° table: forits leaves are equally 


affected by the contact of electric, 


and non-electric bodies ; thew no 
change in their fenfibil lity, whether 
the atmotphere be dry or moitt ; 

and inttantly clofe when the va 
pour cf “vo latile ‘alkali, or the 
fumes of burning fulphur are ap- 
plied to them. op powers of 
chemical flimul, t 

tractions in the fibres of this plant, 
may perhaps lead fome philoto- 


» pro yiuce con- 











SPECULATIONS 


fra, or irritability, which they af- 
fign to certain parts ot organized 


matter, totally difiindt from, and 
jadependent of, any fentient ener- 


gys But the hypothefis is evi- 
dently a folecifm, and refutes it- 
felf. For the prefence of irritabi- 


lity can onl) be proved by the 
exp rience of irritations, and the 
jdea of irritation involves in it that 
of feeling. 

«“ But there is a fpeeies of the 
order of decandria, which con- 
flantly and uniformly exerts a felf- 
moving power, uniniluenced either 
by chemical ftimuli, or by any 
xtergal impulfe whatfoever. This 
curious fhrub, which was unknown 
to Linnwus, is a native of the 
Eat Indies, but has been cultivat- 
ed in feveral botanical gardens 
here. I had an opportunity of 
examining it, in the collection of 
the late Dr. Brown. It is trifo- 
lious, grows to the height of four 
fect, and produces, in autumn, 
yellow flowers. The lateral leaves 
are {maller than thott at the extre- 
mity of the ‘flalk; and all day 
lony, they are continually mov- 
ing either upwards, downward, 
orin the fegment of a circle: the 
laft motion is pe rformed by the 
twifing of the foot flalks; and 
whilit one leaf is rifing, its aflo- 
ciate 1s generally detcen Mr ng: the 
motion downwards is quicker and 
more ir, than the motion 
upwards, w ae is feady and unti- 


irreg Hl: 


£ a 

form. “Lhe movements are ob- 
fervable, during the ipace of twen- 
ty-tour hours in the leaves of a 


branch loppec d off from the fhrub, 
id kept in water. If, from any 


obitacle the motion be r tarded, 
fipon the removal of that obacie, 
itis refumed with a ereater degree 
of velocity. I cannot better com- 
ment on this wonderful pees of 
Weetable animation, than in the 
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words of Cicero. JInanimum eff 
omne quod pulju agitatur externo; 
quod autcm eff animal, id motu cietur 
interiore €t {Uds 

‘« T have thus attempted, witk 
the brevity prefcribed by the laws 
of this fociety, to extend our views 
of animated nature; to gratify the 
mind with the contemplation of 
multiplied acceffions to the general 
aggregate of telicity ; and to exalt 
our conceptions of the wiidom, 
power, and beneficence of God. 
In an undertaking, never yet ac- 
complithed, difappointment can be 
no difgrace: in one, ‘directed to 
fuch noble objects, the motives are 
a juitilication, independently ot 
fuccets. Truth, indeed, obliges 
me to acknowledge, that I review 
my {peculations with much ditti- 
dence; and that, I dare not pre- 
fume to expect they will produce 
any permanent conviction in others, 
becaufe | experience an inflability 


of opinion in myfelf, For to ule 
the language of T ully, Nifcio quo 
modo, dum go affentior ; chm profi z 


librum, ajjenfio omnis tila ‘elabi Mi — 
But this (cepticifim i is perhaps to be 
aferibed to the influence of habi- 
tual preco neeptio ns, rather than 
to a deficiency of reafonable proof, 
For befides the various arguments 
which have becn advanced, in fa- 
vour of vegetable perceptivity, it 
ray be farther urge ‘d, that the hy- 


path fis recommends itfelf, by ats 
confonance to thefe h#her analo- 
eles of nature, which lead us to 


conclude, that the greatett potlible 
fum ot hs app inefs exifts in the uni- 
verie. ‘ihe bottom of the ocean 
13 oberfpre ad with ptan ts, of the 
mot luxuriant magnitude, hen men{e 
recions of the are covered 
with perennial tore(tls. Nor are 
the Alps, or the Andes, def itute 
herbage, though buried in 
lepths of tnow. And can it be 


ila- 


earth 
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imagined, that fuch profufion of mon allotment of 


life fubfiiis without the leat fen- 
fation or enjoyment? Let us ra- 
ther, with humble reverence, fup- 

fe, that vegetables participate, 
in fome low degree, of the com- 


Vitality: ang 
that our great Creator hath 


ortioned good ivi . 
porttoned good, to all living thi 


2 ngs 
‘in number, weight, and “a 
fure.”” 








CONTINUATION of the ACCOUNT of the principal EXPERI. 


MENTS lately made with AEROSTATIC 


ARTICLE the 


GLOBES. 


Second. 


[From the LXXth Volume of the Monthly Review.] 


¢¢ HE avidity of the public 
for authentic intelligence 


1 
i ‘ 
concerning the progrels of 


aerial 
navigation, will, we hope, fuffici- 
ently juftify us for flepping fome- 
what out of our ufual track in or- 
der to lay before our readers fuch 
well attctled tacts relating 10 that 
curious fubject as feem to merit 
attent.on. ‘There 1s now fcarcely a 
town of any note in Europe, that 
has not repeated the firft experi- 
ments in fome thape or other; and 
probably there will foon be none 
In any pirt of the globe but what 
will be entertained by fimilar exhi- 
bitions. Of thefe we fhall take no 
notice whatever, but fhall merely 
contine ourfelves to fuch effays as 
are made with a view to impi 
ment. 

‘© The brilliant fucceffes of the 
Parifian aeronauts, gave no doubt 
fome countenance to the confidence 
of one of the original inventors 
(the elder Montgoliier), who un- 
dertook to coniiruct at Lyons, a 
fire balloon of an immente fize, 
with which, if he did not actually 
engage, it was at leatt eiven Out by 
his triends, that he propofed to 
afcend himfelf, and eight more 
perfons, with a conficerable cargo 
or goods, 


VC- 


and to perform a voyage 


of no lefs a diftance, than cither 
Paris or Marteilles, according a8 
the wind fhould ferve. 

‘¢ A fubfcription was opened for 
this purpofe, which foon filled, 
and raifed 1801. The balloon was 
formed of double canvas, enclof 
ing three layers of paper. The 
upper part was afterwards, at the 
detire of Pilatre de Rozier, chang- 
ed into a fimple cotton cloth. It 
meafured 126 feet in height, and 
100 feet tran{verfely, and weighed 
about Sooo lb. It received its name 
from M. de Fleffells, the intendant 
of Lyons, a great promoter of the 
enterprize ; and Pilatre de Rozier, 
the modern Dedalus, from whom 
we devoutly deprecate the fate of 
Icarus, was appointed captain of 
the expedition. Of the number 
who eagerly folicited to be of the 
crew, the following were enlitted; 
M. Montvolfier, fen. the eldefi fon ot 
the prince of Ligne, the counts 
d’Anelefort, Laurengin, and Dam- 
piere, and M., Fontaine. 

«¢ ‘The departure had been an- 
nounced for the icth of January 
latt; and in faét, all being ready’, 
an attempt was made to tweil the 
lobe ; but whether from the crowd- 
ing of 160,000 ipectators who had 
flocked to the fpot from 100 mics 


he 
TO Uliuy 





EXP 


roind, whether from the incle- 

mency of the weather, or from 
fome fault in the contiruéiion, the 
defired object was not obtained, the 
globe feetiing only partially. Re- 
- 8 ite d trial s were made during {e- 

yeral fucceffive di LVS, but they al- 
ys failed ; and in one of them, 
the fire having been contider ‘ably 
eer BS part of the canvas and 
cloth were burnt. ‘i hefe repeated 
difappointine: ats had fo far ditheart- 
ened the people, that they beran 
to defpair of tuccets, and accounts 
had alread ly reached Paris that the 
project had been laid alide. 

t% The proje ctors however were 
not fo eafily daunted, ‘They foon 
repa! ired the damage occahoned by 
this and feveral other untoward 
and were ready tor an- 
on the rgth of january. 
‘The 10¢,000 fators re-afiem- 
bled. The naviyators al- 
cended the gallery, in ipite of the 
remonitrances otf P. de Rozier, 
who wifhed to embark only two or 
three. ‘The tire was lighted at 
forty-five minutes atter two P.M. 
the globe {welled in about feven- 
teen minutes, and actually 


Ca aumidi the acc 


og 


accidents, 
orher C lia ’ 
pec 


feven 


afc end- 


lamations of the 


multituce. ‘'t firtt took its courte 
with the Wl d {© t| ie \\V. but tor- 
tunately it foon alter turned tothe 
N.E : x had it continued in its 


' , 
WOoUuUd 


the 


fir tt dire: lon, it 
have 


intallibly 
Rhone. ]ts 
ition was vaguely efli- 
mated at about Sco tories : it float- 
ed, fome fay fitteen, and 
it then 
velocity that 
tutors, and al cht- 

very difiaat trom 


dropt mto 


ereatectt cicv: 
account 
others only five minutes. 
With al 
—_— j } f 

aiadrmheca f ik Ppe 


ed ina field not 


defcended 


the place of - departure, This 
fucden defcent was atcribed to a 
rntnear the am of the machine. 
Non ot the navigators were hurt. 


arrived in the field; 


| 
440 10 vd 
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feveral ladies who came in coaches, 
refirned their places to the adven- 
turers, who entered the town in 
triumph. Montgolticr and Rozier 
appeared in the evening in the box 
of the intendant at the play. No- 
thing could exceed the acclama- 
tions with which they were re- 
ceived, which were ‘repeated in 
parts of the play that had fome 
diftant allufion to the glory of the 
day. Laurel wieaths were pro- 
duced, one of which madame de 
Fleifels placed on the head of Mont- 
golfier, who immediately took it 
off, and another on that of P. de 
Rozier; the latter {natched off his, 
and placed it on the head of the 
former. How M. Montgolfier, 
who is reprefented as a calm and 
modett perfonage, mult have re- 
lifhed this buttling frolic, we leave 
to fober minds to conjecture. Some 
of the other navigators were dif- 
covered in the pit; crowns were 
handed to them, and they were in- 
vited into the box of the intend- 
A concert fucceeded the play, 
and the whole night was {pent in 


anf, 


4 
ferenading, congratulations, and 
mirth bordering upon madnefs. 

‘© Notwithitanding thefe extra- 


vagant demont!t ations, which feem 
toimply that the expectations of 
the peop! e had been fully anéwered, 
there are, however, accounts which 
{peak in tar more moderate terms 
of the fuccefs of the experiment ; 
and fome there are (perhaps the 
partizans of Charles) who even 
attempt to throw a ridicule upon 
the whole. Unprejudiced as we 
are, we confefs, that although we 
have collected this narrative from 


the beit authorities that could be 
obtained, we are not fatisfied that 
we have given the exact truth; 
and indeed, at this ditta ince, We 
fear it will be fearce poflible for 

or any one befide, to difcriminate 


aCcCVe 
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accurately between the effufions of 
enthufiaim, and the fugvettions of 
party. ‘This much however ap- 

ears certain, that the fuccefs was 
by no means ade quate to the oe: 
guine expectations of the proj 
tors ; and, indeed, if we secafiacs 
how rapidly the eftect of fire de- 
creafes in proportion to the increafe 
of the diftances; and that in this 
inftance, afluming theeftect of the 
fire at the diliance of one foot to 
be as unit, it could at the top of 
the balloon, when difiended, be no 
more than yefy¢ Of that unit, we 

fhall net be el prifed at the difh- 
culties that o! fered, nor at the fud- 
den defceut atrer the globe had 
reached a cold and rarified firatum 
of the atmofphere (even though 
there had beep no rent), in which 
the necefiary dilatation of the in- 
terval air would have required a 
fire much morg¢ intenfe than would 
have been compatible with the 
fatcty of the apparatus. 

In the next experimeht we 
have to deicribe, an apparatus was 
to be applied to a gas balloon tor 
fiecring it both horizontally and 
vertically, and even again{t a cur- 
sent of air. M. Blanchard, an 
artift of Paris, had fome years fince 
announced that he was preparing 
wings with which he meant foon 
to take a flight. ‘The late dilco- 
very feemed to hatten the execu- 
tich of his project. Ele contiruct- 
eda globe fimilar te thar of Charles 


(Nott), only two icet more Mm 


diamcier, 1.¢. fourteen fect two 
} . ee | a ee ey —_ 
inc! c« hOTHIS aelu } ‘ iCar >; 
' ' 
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i. Rab of hd at i ae it Var In 
+i NC Y ae if vy ©} Vi 1 
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Was ti i ix TN i Calic O11 iid 
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nacement it was {| C eauiicd prrae 
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feta, diftended by means of whal 
bone ribs. All this was to be 
worked by a a mm; achi nery of M. 
Blanchard’s invention, ~ He was 
to afcend himteit for the purpofe 
of mavigating the machine, and 
Dom Pech, a Ben Ledictine, was to 
accompany him, with a view of 
making various ae ‘olowical obfer- 
vatio ns and experiments, 
+ Every thing was ready on the 
x of March, in the Champ de 
Mars. <A party of M. Blanchard’s 
friends had repaired to a certain 
country-houfe where he had pros 
mifed to meet them through the 
aire The navigators were embark 
ed, and ready to foar, when behold 
a young Man, a pupi of the icole 
Militaire, rufhed from among the 
crowd, threw himielf into. the 
car, and iatifted upon fharing in 
the ¢xpedition.—Remonfirance a- 
vajled nothing, force was uted; 
but he drew his f{word, and in the 
fcufie wounded Blanchard in the 
hand, dettyeyed the parachute and 
the wings, and thus defeated the 
purpofe of the experiment. At 
length he was overpowered and {e- 
cured. 

“© Notwihitanding this cruel 
difappointnsot, the two adventur- 
ers en to take a chance 
flicht. They rofe, but their power 
of afcenfion was not fuflicient to 
carry them to any height; they 
therefore foon landed. Dom Pech 
alighted, and Blanchard immed: 
ately afcended ve ry rapidly. The 
wind being eatt, he was carried to 
the weltward. The account he 
O1VES ot hys navig ation is, that he 
rofe about two thou Cand to lies (we 
preiume this to be much ¢ vag gee 
rated) ; that he found huntelt at 
times ftationary in a perfect calm, 
during which the heat ot the jun 
was icorchin os that he af dit Yer rent 
times felt current: ot air i) dite rewt 

i : dire. ° 


ite 











direStions, in fome of which the 
cold was intenfes That during 
thefe cold intervals, he felt an al- 
riot trnconquerable defire to ileep ; 
that clouds collected under his feet, 
and that it appeared to him that he 
was at different times carried to- 
wards diflerent parts ot the com- 
safs. He continued in the air 
about one hour and a quarter ; 
atter which he landed fately near 
Seve, on the road to Veriailles, 
about five miles from the fpot whence 
he afcended. we 

«“ The failure of this experiment 
hath, we hear, by no means dif- 
couraged M. Blanchard from ftar- 
ther attempts ; and indeed we learn 
that he is already conttructing an- 
other machine on the -fame prin- 
ciple, in which he and an aifittant, 
M. Aiier Perica, are to afceud as 
foon as it can be got ready. ‘This 
profpect hath induced us to be 
more particular in our account of 
the prefent experiment than its 
fuccels may perhaps feem to juttify. 
We may probably have occafion 
to refer to it hereafter. 

“ It may be neceflary to ap- 
prize the perambulators of St. 
James’s-Park, that M. Charles is 
fuid to be actually, by order and 
at the expence of the king of 
France, conitructing a gas balloon 
forty feet in diameter, which is to 
coniii of three coats, the firft of 
lambikin, and the other two of 
giazed tafata. ‘That it is to be 
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launched, with fix navigators, on 
the isth of April next, from the 
great terrace of St, Cloud; and 
that it is to landein St. Jatives’s- 
Park, in order (as the wag who has 
inierted this article in a public 
French paper fays) to obtain the 
premium offered by George lil. 
to the firit bold Frenchman who 
thall venture through the air aerofs 
the ftreights of Calais. 

** Belides'this project, a part of 
which is faid to be true, the abbé 
Miolan, proteflor of Experimental 
Philofophy, and M. Janinet, an 
eminent artift, both of Paris, pro- 
poie muking a gas balloon, fevenry 
teet in diameter, with which they 
mean to aleend to a great height, 
in order to make experiments on 
the acceleration of the fall otf bo- 
dies, on the demtities of d.fferent 
itrata of air, the aurora borealis, 
the declination of the magnetic 
needle, befides trying a method for 
fteering the machine. A_ very 
moderaice proficient in philofophy 
muit perceive, that few of thefe ex- 
periments can fueceed. 

“ Mr. Dillier, of the Hague, is 
endeavouring to apply balloons to 
the ufe of buoying up large thips, 
in order to facilitate their entrance 
into the harbour of Amilerdam. 
And M. Champmas, of Paris, gave 
notice, that he fthould fend eff an 
aerial diligence on Friday, the 12th 
of March. © Of this lait we hardly 
eXpcwl any farther account.”” 
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FARTHER ACCOUNT OF AEROSTATIC EXPERIMENTs, 


ARTICLE 


the Third. 


{ From the fame Volume. ] 


“ A GAS balloon, which had to difcharge all our ballat, and 


been fome time preparing “even a 


by order of the academy of Dijon, 
was at length completed, and 
launched on the 25th of April lait, 
from the garden of an abbey in 
the town of Dijon. We have not 
ret learnt its dimenfions, and only 
oe that its power of afcenfion 
was cilimated at ssolb. and that a 
great part of the inflammable air 
with which it was filled, was pro- 
cured from potatoes, by diitilla- 
tion, which was found to be lighter 
than that produced from metals, 
in the proportion of fix to feven. 
M.de Morveau and the abbé Ber- 
trand were named commiffaries, bv 
the academy, fof conducting thts 
experiment ; and they actually 
afcended in a gondola annexed to 
it. As this is the moft important 
expedition fince that of Meffrs. 
Charles and Robert, our readers 
will no doubt with to learn fome 
particulars concerning it; and no 
thing will probably gratify elie 
more than the account which the 
navigators themfelves have given 
inan aftidavit, drawn 
ately on their landing. 

‘¢ Being ap prehenfi ve, fay the 
commiffaries, left the very hry 
and boitter#us — that rofe a few 
inom ents before our departure, and 

thich had ons ady blown us feveral 
Seess from the height at wh ich 
we were held by rop es againit tl 
ground, fhould endanger our ap- 
paratus, and throw us upon t 
town (the place of our afecut 
at the one of its 


teeples) we thought 2% expedient 


’ +* 
up Nnimeadi- 


foot of 


part of our provifions, 
weighing between 75 and Solh, 
When we had aivended beyond 
the roof of the church, and were 
fet free by thofe who held the 
ropes be low, we foared with very 
great rapidity, and foon faw the 
fteeple a great way below us. 

“6 Perceiving now, 
of our ball ron, 
tained was « 


by the form 
tha sabe air it cons 
rcee dingly dilated, 
both by the heat of the fun, and 
On account of the diminution of 
denlity of the ctrcumambient me 


dium, we opened at once both 


? s 
our val CF : birt ¢} ‘T° t rrirres 
L vail 9 A 4 Liivtal apertures 
. , ~ ‘ 4 
not bein yr 7ume ‘nttoemit a 


| roper 
the balloon 
the bottom near the ap- 


quantity of the iluid, 
burit at 


pendi CS, the rent m« afuriug about 
feven of eight inches in length, 
This accid fo far from alarms 
inty us, 1 rather to remove 
our apprehentions. 

«We now felt ourfelves ina 
perfest « : | in a manner fta- 
tionary ; if 1 . i) pereeiv- 
ed that we wet rot to fome di 
{funece f t town. 

co At ¢ . nafed over 2 
villa 13 had no know- 
lew pped a note 
faricned toa with bran, 
ia i : we therein 
rave notice that we were perfectly 
perfectly 
well, that t ba rer ftood at 
25 incl Slines: the thermometer 
1° below o (about 25 of Fahr. 
and the hyerometer at 59° of Mr. 
de Retz’s, and 24° 3 of Mr. Co- 
pinsau’s fale. 

<s > dropped two other notes 


whieh 
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which we were obliged to write 
with a pencil, the cold not allow- 
ing Us the ufe of the pen. At ch. 
ri’, the thermometer ftood at 3° 
below o (nearly 25° of Fahr.) and 
it had in the w hole of our afcent 
funk 14° (about 31° 3 of Fahr.) 

«© We obferved by a ttop-watch 
the time of the fall of one of the 
notes. It was, no doubt, fome- 
what retarded by the iftreamer ; 
for, although its defcent was al- 
moft vertical, it yet took no lefs 
than 67//in reaching the ground. 

+ The i intenfe cold affected our 
ears, and this was the only incon- 
venience we experienced ; and even 
for this we were amply indemnified 
by the fenfations which Mr. Charles 
has fo well defcribed. We have 
only one obfervation to make upon 
his lively reprefentation, which is, 
that fo far from its being exaggerat- 
ed, it appeared to us rather too 
faint when we faw the clouds 
floating beneath us, and fecluding 
us in a manner from the earth. 
We then jointly repeated the motto 
afixed to our aeroftat, furgit nunc 
Come ad @thera. 

‘ The fun, after exhibiting to 
ts a magnificent parhelion, Was 
now near fetting ; and perceiving 
by tl 1¢ fla ccidity ct the lower part 
of our ballvon that it was time for 
us todefcen we beran to look out 
for a proper landine-place. We 
concluded, frem the direétion 0! 


the con TY) 4< ey) oe wp fe ee.) } P + r . 
isp ld Sv vw C { Pura ne O14 


> tha 
fur from the town ot 
and, 1 in fact, a large mafs of build- 
ings which we pereeived about 
25° to our right, proved to be 
that place. We then had recourt 
to all our expedients, in order to 
fleer towards that point. Our ap- 
Paratus for this purpofe had been 
greatly damaged by the blaft ot 
wind at our departure. The 1 
Ce Was unhinged, one of the 


* 
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had fnapped near its handle, and 
dropped off the moment we at- 
tempted to ufe it, in order to ac- 
celerate our courfe. Another oar 
had been entangled in one of the 
ropes by which we were at firit 
held to the ground, and we could 
never recoverit. We had there- 
fore only two oars left, which be- 
ing both on the fame fide were per- 
fectly ufelets during the greatett 
part ‘of our navigation in the calin, 
and even after we felt ourfelves ad- 
vancing, although without any 
perceptible current. But having 
now entered a ftream which car- 
ried us towards the eaft, we work- 
ed our oars with great facility tor 
about cight or nine minutes: this 
made us verge fo much to the 
fouth-eaft, the point of our defti- 
nation, that we found it neceflary 
to fufpend our work, lett we fhouid 
exceed our mark, having no means 
to make us revert to the eaftward. 
‘¢ We were in hopes of landing: 
near the clutter of buildings which 
we had taken for Auxonne; but 
our globe lot fo much of its gag 
through the rent, that we faw little 
profpect of reachifie that diflance. 
We were now a large tract 
covered with wood, and felt our- 


over 


felves defcending. We had kepe 
what ballaft we had lett, which con- 
{ified of Isttle clfe than our loofe 
benches, that we me have the 
means of retarding the tall, in cafe 


_-> 


{hould tind it n efiry. We 


one of the ‘ether and 
nded very gently upon a 


tnareyw out 


men acict 


copfe, the name ot u ‘hich, we have 
free learnt is Chaignet, belong- 
ing ro the countefs de Brun. Our 
vondola had fearce touched the 
tops of the boughs, when it re- 


force. We 


afecnued with {on 


laid hold of the boughs, in order 
to come to an anchor, and to avoid 
’ bery threw: sont fome rail 


tic: $ 
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trees that rofe here and there above 
the reft of the wood. We tried to 
defcend by hauling thofe boughs 
in the fame manner as fhips are 
moved by towing, but our efforts 
were ineffectual. We heard hu- 
man voices, and we called for their 
aid to ground us. The people we 
heard were inhabitants of Magny- 
les-Auxonne: one of them an- 
fwered, that he would gladly atliit 
us, if we would promife to do him 
no harm; we difpelled his fears ; 
and his example, as well as our re- 
peated defire, induced at length his 
eompanions to affiit us. We landed 
at 6h. 25’.—Among the number of 
inhabitants who were aflembled, 
two men and three women were 
feen to kneek to the balloon. 

“© We had juft moored our aps 
paratus, placed fomebody to guard 
it, and difpatched a metienger to 
Dijon, when we faw a number of 
people approaching on the road of 
Magny, who, having perceived us 
at Auxonne, were coming to mect 
us. As many as had room were 
pleafed to fign the prefent athdavit, 
which we drew up immediately at 
the parfonage of Atve, the 25th 
of April, 1784.””) Signed De Mor- 
veau and Bertrand, Commuifiaries ; 
Bidal, prieft of Atte; Buvee, a 
principal magilirate in the jumidic- 
tion of Auxonne, and fourteen 
more.” 

‘¢ Tothis account, which 1s all 
that is hitherto publihed, we have 
it in our power to add fome tarther 
authentic information. The height 
to which this balloon afcended 1s 
computed to have been about 
2000 French totfes, (above 2 4 En- 
glith miles). The dittance it went 
ina ttrait line was about tix leavues ; 
the time it remained in the air 

9’. It feems, that the perfons 
who held the ropes were EXeces in ro 
ly alarmed at the ) 
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wind, and refuf-d to let go til! 
in a manner compelled to by a 
gentleman appointed to repeat the 
lignals or the nav igators, who b 
difcharging all their balla’, and 
by every other medns in their pow- 
er, exprefitd their eagernefy to be 
fet at liberty. 7 
v. 

6 One ot thofe who held the 
ropes was railed above three feet 
trom the ground before he quitted 
his hold, and in the fall he hurt his 
fhoulder. He has fince acknow. 
leged that his intention was to tie 
the rope to his wrilt, and to follow 
the balloon: had he fucceeded, his 
rathneis would inevitably have 
proved his own deilruction, with 
that of the navigators, andot many 
of thofe who were tianding imine- 
diately under them; fince his 
weight muft have drawn the equa 
torial ci:cle out of its horizontal 
polition, whieh would have made 
iome of the ropes, to which the 
gondola was fufpended, prefs fo 
hard againit the balloon as infal- 
liby to burft it. 

‘ A tull account of this expe- 
riment, together with a défeription 
of the apparatus, &c. with proper 
drawings, has been laid by the 
commifiaries before the academy 
of Dijon, and is now in the 
prefs; and we learn that a fub- 
{eription is already opened tor a re- 
petition of the experiment, with 
the fame apparatus, equipped in 
the fame manner.” 


ee 


‘© A fire balloon, 72 feet high, 
and 6 feet in diameter, made by 
Meflrs. Gherli, at the fole expence 
of the count Andreani, was launch- 
ed, on the 13th of March latt, at 
Moncucco, about cight miles di- 
fant from Milan. ‘The count and 
the two Gherlis mounted with it. 
They continued about 25 minutes 


= La . r ! og. AA er. ¢ 
in the air, rofe above 4000 feet,and 
landed 
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landed fafely av about three miles 
difance from the fpot whence they 
afcended. This is the firit ene 
croachment of foreigners upon the 
French privilege of aerial naviga 
tion.——The fecond is a voyage of 
M. Dumefnil, who mounted at 
Mofcow with a laree fire balloon ; 
rofe out of fight, and was not heard 
of when the account we have feen 
came away. The int hin rence hi- 
therto received concerni ing this ex- 

fimeat is fo vague, th at w@can- 
not lay much ftrets upon it. 

* The lait number of Crell’s 
Chemical Annals (being the fourth 
for the prefent year) 
infructive paper concerning the 
manner of preparing  acroflatic 
globes, and the precautions ufed in 
the conftruction of one, about five 
fect in diameter, made at Brunf- 
wic, under the direction of Pro- 
feflor Zimmerman and M. Hever, 
which, being launched, foon rofe 
out of fight, and was found. four 
days alter, at a diflance of nine 
German (near fifty E nglifh) niiles 
from the piace whence it afcended. 
I: was made of very thin fattin, 
glazed over four times with a folu- 
tion of elailic gum in highly ree- 
tified oil of turpentine. The me- 


eontains an” 
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thods of preparing this folution, of 
applying it, and of producing the 
inflammable air, are all circumftans 
tially defcribed in the paper, and 
were it not deviating too far from 
our plan, would have been here com- 
municated to our rea sitiies) Thofe, 
however, who may hereafter pro- 
pofe to conftruct balloons, will do 
well to confult the paper itfelf. 

© The fubfcriptions at Paris for 
other experiments are numerous. 
The principal are, befides that of 
the abhes Miolan and Janenet, mené 
tioned in our lat, thofe of Meffrs. 
Gatrey, Magnic, and Henry, and 
ot Melis, Bienvenu and Launoy, 
We are Shieearhie furprifed not to 
have yet heard any thing of Me 
Blanchard’s promiied e -xpedition. 

The king of Pruffia, it is f faid, 

has prohibited all ‘erafiette experi-¢ 
ments in his dominions, alleging 
that the merit of the improvement 
fhould be leit tothe inventors. He 
is reported to have obferved upon 
this occation, that Auftria and 
Ruffia aim at the fupreme domi- 
nion on land; Eneland at fea ; 
France in the air; and that the 
only element now left for him is 
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ARTICLE 


the Fourth. 


[From the LXXIt Volume of the Monthly Review.] 


HE curiofity of our readers 

on the fubject of Aerofta- 
tion fhould not have remained fo 
long ungratified, had we thought the 
inform: ation we have received fince 
our laft article, either of fufficient 
hovelty or importance to induce us 
1784. 


to break in upon our order of pub- 
lication. As we have previoufly 
declared, that we fhould decline 
entering into any detail of mere 
rey ager of former experiments, 


under which defer iption we are to 
pi ce “all tnole made fince our. laft 
L ace 
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account; and as we are willing to 
give up the merit of early intelli- 
gence to thofe who pleafe to expofe 
themfelves to the danger of propa- 
gating falfe intelligence, we fhall 
wave all farther apology tor having 
thus long poftponed this article. 
The following are the principal 
publications we have now to men- 
tion ; 

“I. Premiere Suite de la De- 
Scription des Experiences Aerofhatiques ; 
i.e. Firft Continuation of the De- 
{cription of the Acroftatic Experi- 
ments of Meflrs. de Montgolfier, 
and of thofe occafioned by their 


Difcovery. By M. Faujas de St. 
Fond. Paris, 1784. S8vo. with 


tive cuts. 

¢¢ This work confilts of upwards 
of fifty different artieles, mott of 
which have already appeared in 
various periodical publications. 
They are here collected in a chro- 
nological order, but their feveral 
contents are, in the title-page, fpe- 
cified under the four following 
heads: 1. Accounts of all the aero- 
flatic experiments made fince the 
publication of the firit volume. 
z. Sundry papers on the theory of 
aeroftats, the manner of directing 
them, &c. 2. Ditterent methods 
of procuring ifammable air. 4. 
A memoir on the caoutchouc, or 
elaflic gum, with a method of mak- 
ing, at a fimall expence, a varnifh 
timilar to that prepared from the 
fuid gum; by the editor of this 
work. 

1. Very little remains for us to 
fay on the firft head ; all the expe- 
riments of any nore here defcribed, 
having already been recorded in 
tormer numbers of our Review. 
Among a great number of fecon- 
dary ones here mentioned, we fhall 
only fele& that which was made at 
Windtor, by Mr. Argand of Ge- 
acva, inthe prefence of their ma- 


jetties, with a balloon of gold. 
beater’s fkin, about thirty inches 
in diameter :— Two experiments 
made by the abbé Bertholon and 
M. de Sauflure, With a view to ex. 
plore the electricity of the atmo- 
iphere, in which the balloons were 
ufed as kites, but afcended to a 
much greater height than the latter 
could have done :—And one made 
January 13th lait, by the count 
d Albon, at Franconville, near Py. 
lis, ywreh an inflammable air bal. 
loon of twenty-four feet perpendi- 
cular, and fixteen horizontal dia. 
meter, to which were fulpended, 
in a wicker cage, a rabbir, and two 
guinea pigs, which, after havin 

been raifed to a very great height, 
were landed among ice and fnow, 
without feeming to have beea any 
ways affected during the vovage, 
nor at the defcent. A cat that was 
fent up at Macon in Burgundy, on 
the 16th of February laft, vas oot 
fo fortunate; fince, after having 
traverfed berween fifteen and fix- 
teen leagues of atmoiphere, it was 
found dead about two hours after 
the afcent: the caufe of its difatter 
is not known. 

‘© 2. Among the theoretical pa 
pers we diftinguih one of Mr. Ste 
phen Monigolfier, on the mecha- 
nifin that may be applied for direct- 
ing the aeroftatic machine.—=Oars 
appear to him to be the only means 
likely to fucceed ; and he deduces 
from an analytical theorem, that 
two perfons working each an oat 
of :oo feet fuperficies, may, ina 
perfect calm, impel a fire balloon 
feventy feet in diameter, at the 
rate of gg4. French toifes (about 
2000 Englifh vards) in an hour, 
and an air balloon of twenty-fix feet 
diameter at the rate of 2434 torles, 
fomewhat lefs than three miles in 
an hour. but that the leaft current 
of air will oveilet the whole 7 

an 
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and that there is no probability of 
ever being able to navigute under 
any confiderable angle with the di- 
rection of the wind, 

“ A paper of M. Sauffure of 
Geneva, is by no means the leatt 
yaluable article in this colleétion. 
That acute philofopher, wifhing 
to afcertain that the {welling of the 
fire balloons is merely owing to the 
dilatation of the common air by 
heat, in oppofition to M. Pilatre 
de Rozier, who ftill afcribed that 
efiect to the production of a parti- 
cular gas, contrived means to raife 
by pullies, in the infide of the large 
Lyons balloon when inflated, a 
number of thermometers, with the 
upper ends of the tubes cut off to 
the 16cth degree of the feale ; and 
finding that they had all loft a part 
of the liquid they contained, he 
concluded that the heat muft have 
exceeded that degree. Whilft thefe 
experiments were making on the 
isth of January laft, four davs be- 
fore the departure of the balloon, 
the machine was in perfect order, 
and its power ought therefore to 
be eftimated by the effect it then 
produced; its own weight was 
10,400 lb, and it raifed a weight of 
6100 lb.—It is hence inferred, that 
as a balloon of taffety, of 100 feet 
diameter would weigh only 400 lb. 
it would be able to raife a weight 
of 16,100 1b.—A balloon of this 
fort, we are told, is actually pre- 
paring by Meff. Montgolfier, at 
the expence of the prince of Ligne, 
at Bel Ocuil, one of his country 
feats in Flanders. M. de Sauffure 
approves highly of the project, and 
thinks that a balloon 200 feet in 
diameter would fucceed as well. 
He makes no doubt but that means 
will foon be devifed for guiding 
thefe machines. 

** The count de Milly, in two 
memoirs of fome length, propolts, 
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inftead of the ftraw now ufed for 
inflating the fire balloons, to fub- 
ftitute a certain number of lamps, 
fed by rectified oil, or fpirit of 
wine ; the number of which might 
be increafed or diminifhed at plea- 
fure, and thus facilitate a vertical 
afcent or defcent. Having been 
informed of the excellence of the 
lamps lately invented by M. Ar- 
gand, he gives them the preference, 
and defcribes their conttruction : 
he likewife recommends the ufe of 
oars for guiding the balloon. _ 

*¢ The paper on the production 
of inflammable air that feems to 
intereft this country moit, is that 
which defcribes the method of ex- 
tracting it from pit-coal, The dif- 
covery, it it really be a difcovery, 
whichwe have fome reafon todoubt, 
was made by Mr, Thyfbaert and 
two other profeflors of the univer- 
fity of Louvain; and the procefs 
is thus, rather imperfectly deferib- 
ed: ** A common forge, and three 
common gun barrels, about one 
inch in bore, were the whole of 
the apparatus; the breech ends of 
two of the barrels were conflantly 
kept in the fire, whiltt the third, 
being cooled and emptied, was 
loaded about fix inches high with 
powdered pit coal, and the reft fill- 
ed with fand, Atin tube conveyed 
the air under a funnel, placed bes 
neath a barrel filled with water, 
which ftood upon a tub likewife 
filled with water, which the air exe 
tracted from the coal replaced, af- 
ter having traverfed it.” Fifteen 
ounces of powdered pit coal yield. 
ed in about three quarters of an 
hour 100 guarts (pots) of air, of 
fo pure a quality, that on trial it 
was found to raife a balloon as ra- 

idly, and as high as if it had been 
illed with the ufual inflammable 
air. The operstion is foon to be 
repeated on a larger teale; and 
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large iron retorts are making for 
the. purpe otc. 

«“ M. Morveau, of Dijon, has 
produced inflamma. ble air trom po- 
tatoes, by mere dittllation, He 
hopes foon to improv e his method ; 
and we fhall p: sbebiy hear more of 
it in the next volume of this col- 
lection. 

«; M. Hamann, an artift, at Pa- 
ris, has found means to make air 
balloons of a fubftance that pre- 
vents the difperfion of the inflam- 
mable air fo effectually, that one 
of them hath been kept floating in 
a room for ten fucceffive days with- 
out any fenfible diminution. ~ M. 
de Fourny made an experiment 
with one of thefe balloons, from 
which he had reafon to conclude 
that the inflammable air not only 
expands 1 in it S dimen! fions, but alfo 
acquires {fpontaneoully a og et: 
energy. He obferved, that hav- 
ing filled the balloon bl two 
thirds, inftead of contracting gra- 
dually, as was expected, it kept 
felling for twenty-feven hours, 
when ii was fo completel ly dil! ludied 
a8 to endanger its burttin: gy. It then 
began to diminifh, though in very 
flow degrees. 

“4, The beft varnifh hitherto 
known for glazing the filk of air 
balloons, is prepared from the 
elattic cum, known by 
caoutchouc; but this fubilance, 
though cheaper now than it was 
during the war, is {hill too dear to 
be brought into common ute for 
that purpofe.—M, Faujas de St. 
Fond has applied himfelf to find 
fome fubftitute for it, and gives 
the following receipt for preparing 
common glue as a fubititure : 

© Put one pound of glue in a 
new or very clean earthen pot ; 
make it boil gently till it ceafes to 
crackle, or, which is the fame 
thing, till a drop of it thrown into 


5 


by the name ot 


the fire, blazes. Pour then upon 
the glue, -cor ay ily ‘ing it with 
a wooden {patula, ore pound of 
{pirit of torpenting, remoy} ing the 
pot froin the as to prevent the 
inflammation ad this effential oil ; 
boil all together during fix ninutes, 
and pour upon the whole three 
pounds of boilin g oil of walnuts 
of linfeed or poppies, rendered defe 
ficcative by litharge: ttir this well, 
boil it during a quarter of an hour, 
and the varnifh is inade 

* After it has fettled about 
twenty-for ur hours, and that a fe. 
diment is for ined, pour the liquor 
off into another pot, and when you 
mean to ufe it, warm it, and then 
apply it with a thick bruth on the 
a Rages aol ta ne one thick layer 
may but if you mean to 
apply two, take care that the filk 
be ttretel ed very tig rht ; lay on the 

varnith in a tranfverfe direction of 
the former, and dry it, thus dif 
tended, in the - “air.” 

ee ‘y E i exad and autlentic Nar- 
rative of M. Blanchard’s third aerial 
pe "fi ‘ r Roue n in Normandy, 


nem e 


OA the 1S? hy 0) f July »°> 1784, ——. 
paiied by M. “Boby ; in avhich they 
traversed a Save of forty-five miles 


in Lavo Hours an she a Rw ter, inclue 
five of the Time en ) ployed in raifing 
and deprefing the Ma hine in the Air, 
e from the French of M. 
. lO. is. 6d. Heydinger, 
pipnie hy 

“Phe facts mentioned in this 
title are certified by feversl authen- 
tic attidavits. In the narrative, 
M. Blanchard mentions feveral eir- 
cumilances which feem to put the 
power of directing the ma ichine by 
Wings out of ali doubt. Several 
queries, however, have been ad- 
drefled to M. Blanchard on the fub- 
= of thefe and fome other cif 

mitances contained in the narrae 


shew, to which an anfwer fhould be 
given 


Q-an 
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- given before we form any opinion be derived fram acrofatic Glodes, 
th sfef, > ~))., 
on the = qwith a Ais int if an areoffatic Globe 
of ‘TI. Account of the fir and its . endages, originally defigned 
p gcrial jn England, in a Se- in 17>3- ‘By ‘Tho. Martyn. Folig. 
a ries of Letters fa fs Guardian, by 2S W hite, Becket, AXCe 1784. 
’ Vincent Lunardi, 4/g. Secretary To expedite the communicas 
he to the Neapolitan Ambaflador. cation of important events by fig- 
5 Lond. 1784. Svo. Price ss. with nals; to inerea‘e the means of 
7” three cuts, and 29s 6d. wi hout the futety both to fleets and armies, by 
: plates : one of thefe 1s Mr. Lu- atfording expedients to explore, 
| nardi’s picture, by way of frontif- from a great elevation, adjacent 
’ piece, engray ed by Bartolozzi. coatts or regions, fleets or armies ; 
t Bell. , to furnifh tacts to met covology, and 
: « The account 1s here taken up to tacilitate the difcoveries of aftro- 
, from the advénturer’s figit intention nomy: fuch are, the objects to 
;' of executing fuch an experiment, which Mr. Martyn withes to apply 
; and all the previous fteps, dijap- the areoitatic machine. He-is 
pointments und difcouragements aware that the means of directing 
; that attended the enterprize: itis it is an effential requifite toward 
) written in afentimental train; and the fucecefs of feveral of thefe pro- 
, we muil confets, contains many jects, and he gives a plate of the 
, things which we did not expect to appar.utus he conceives to be effec 
. meet \ vith on this occation. The ti ual for tha t purpote : it confitts of 
circumitances of this voyage are am: un-fail, a tore-fail, and a rud- 


too well know n to need our enter- 
ing here into any detail concerning 


them. 


der, all fixed to the we In many 
or the . he propotes bygl- 
loons retained by cords, 


1nitances 


“IV. Lents of important Ufes to 























“ We hope the following table of all the aerial voy aves hitherto made 
will not be c difacreea thle to our readers. 
| Date Piace of Narues of the Sort of Duration of 
= Aicent. Navigators, Balloon the Voyages. 
' P 
| 1°83 La Muett } Pilatre de Rosier | Fir B.4 J Between 20 
, = ae ak CTLe 7 : . 
»Nov. 21 : Marg @’ Ariat ides 7 < and 25 min. 
- Ces ‘. j a ‘hy: ple: 
2'Dec. 1 Tuilleries . Air aes’ 
i R 0} ert 
74 osda 92 
1784 a Mont- 
3 Jan. Iu Ly ons rolh - - B tad 
| Pilatre de Rozier rire B, | ) 
' 
| and ¢ more 
. : Count Andreani 
4'Feb. 2..'Milan sp Ditto 20° 
2 Mefflrs Gherh 
Champ de 
¢ March 2 ‘ i unchard Air B. ® ae’ 
>| Mars M. Blancha: AirB I 15 
- | . ‘ il y** \ 4 ] ( | 
6 March 13 Milan Count Andreani Fire B, 2 Ab wag 
| and 2 more ¢ miles dilt. 
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7 Place of Names of th Sort of . 
N Date. ion Gudeans | Balloon, the Venn 
7JApril 25]Dijon M, Bertrand $A B. [0% 57 
8iMay §|Marfeilles ; “4 a i Fire B. 7! 
g\May 23}Rouen | M. Blanchard | Air B. | About | h. 
1o|May 29|Marfeilles ; a > i Fire B. 9g" 
tiffune gfLyons fA time Tible® $Ditto | 4y 
y2\June — 5|Madrid { M. Bouche} [| Ditto 
33\June 12|Dijon } “4 de Vicly Y air B. [15 2! 
M. Couftard 
14lJune 13}Nantes M. de Math Ditto 58 
t M. Mouchet 
M. Darbelet 
rs|June 16|Bourdeaux ) des Granges ¢Ditto | 1° 15! 
‘ M, Chalifour 
M. Pilatre de 
r|June 23}Verfailles Rozier Fire B. 4’ 
M. Prout 
u7iJuly. 1538t Cloud Oe Renee FAB. | 4s 
\ M. Blanchard i . 
_ 18 July 18)/Rouen M. Boby . Ditto . 5 7 
e fame as in (1. out 1 
19 July 26|Bourdeaux Ag t Ditto } miles dif, 
A 6 Rhodes in §M. Carny t a 
— Guienne M. Louchet 33 
21jAug. 25./Vienna —— and t 
22|Sept. 6)Nantes “y ape } Air B. | 2) 32’ 
23Sept. 1 gre | M. Lunardi t Ditto 3° 20’ 
24/Sept. 19/Tuilleries ims i Ditto | 6" 40 
| 'Chelfea, M. Blanchard . h 
a 101 ondon M. Sheldon f aul 


* The firft female navigator. 
} He fell out of the gallery foon after the afcent, and was much hurt. ' 
} They landgd at Bouvray, near Bethune, in Artois, about 160 miles diftant freee 


Paris. 
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« PIRHE following curious fact in 

Natural Hiltory, contained 
in anote in Dr. Houliton’s Obfer- 
vations on Poifons, may probably 
not be difpleafing to our readers. — 
«It has been doubted, whether 
the vapour of the Grotto del Cane 
is really deleterious in its nature, 
or only, by its denfity, unfit for 
refpiration, and therefore occations 
the death of animals immerfed in 
it. In this idea, in the winter of 
1768, Richard Paul Jodrell, efg. 
(a gentleman well known in the 
literary world, as a man of genius 
and erudition) and I, tried the et- 
fect of it upon a viper, which we 
had procured for that purpofe, It 
was no fooner plunged in this va- 
pour in the grotto, (which arifes 
apparently about a foot in height), 
than it manifeited evident figns of 
its being greatly incommoded. It 
endeavoured to get to the walls, 
and being prevented, raited its head 
ip as much as it was able, opened 
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its jaws wide, feeming to gafp for 
breath, and after nine minutes, be- 
came motionlefs, but being then 
thrown out into the open air, foon 
recovered. Dogs, who generally 
are fubjected to this experiment, 
are nearly dead in lefs than half 
that time; but this reptile was 
made choice of, as it is known to 
be, if I may ufe the expreflion, pe- 
culiarly tenacious of life. ‘That 
it will live long without any fup- 
ply of air, or food, is very cer- 
tain, and the one I am now fpeak- 
ing of accidentally furnifhed a fut- 
ficient proof of it. When reco- 
vered, it was replaced in the box 
in which we had brought it, and 
was fhut up clofe, and carried back 
with us to Naples, where it was 
laid by and forgotten, till on Mr. 
Jodrell’s preparing to leave that 
city three weeks afterwards, the 
box was again found, and the viper 
in it, alive and vigorous.” * 
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ANTIQUITIES 








REASONS to fhew that 


ARISTOTLE’s 
OWN INVENTION, 





LOGIC was not of his 


[From the Third Volume of Lord Mongopno’s « Ancient Me. 


taphyfics, 


PROCEED now to enquire, 
whether this wonderful dif- 
covery in fcience cannot be traged 
back to the parent land of ail {ci- 
ence, 1 mean Egypt; and whether 
Ariitotle did not get this, as well as 
the reft of his 
that country, 
of the P’ythag 
will give my 
he did, 
* And, in the firtt place, though 
T have a very hi gh op inion of the 
genius of Ariflotle, itis highly im- 
probable, I think I muy fay, im- 
pofhble, 'th at one man, during the 
courfe of <¢ 


trom 
r¢ channel 
and | 
eaions why I think 


philoio pry, 
thy ough t! 


yrean ichoo] : 


ral ’ , * 
{hort lite, and a life = too 


employed ‘in {fo many different 
things, fhould not only invent, but 
carry to perte tion, a icsence fo 
complic ated and fo diihcult; for 
that the fcience is perfect in the 
books of Ariftotle 13 evident from 
this, that, notwithflanding all the 
Jabour that has been bellowed upon 
this feience fince the days of Ari- 
ftotle, both in ancient and later 


times, nothing of any value hath 
been added to it, or if of any va- 
lue, it was eafily to be deduced from 
the principles laid dowa by Ari- 
ftotle. Now all other {ciences 
have required the fucceffive labours 
of men living ia different ages or 
nations of the we arid to bring them 





9? 


J 


to perfection. Thus geometry, be. 
ginning in keypt with the fimple 
operation ot meafurin if land, which 
the overiowing ot th e river made 
necetlary, in orc ie to preferve men’s 
properties, caine, in the courie of 
many aves, to be a very perfect 
{cience in thar yuntry : and | 
doubt much whether avy t Ing Was 
added to it by the p hilofo phers of 
Greece. Now, f fuppoi ing that we 
had not known the hiitory of this 
cience, and that there had been 
no other work upon the fubject ex- 
tant, except the Elements of Ku- 
clid, would it not have been mot 


abfurd to have {yj poted that Ku- 
clid was the fingle author of fo 
rreat a {yitem ot {cience, when it 


iS likely that all that he did was t 

compile, digett, and connett, the 
difeoveries that had been made by 
others in that fcience? ‘The art of 
writing, which I think a much 
lefs difcovery than the fy logifm, 
was not certainly made at once, oF 
by one man, but there was a pro 
‘efs in it, al have fhown eclie- 
dies and as to the art of lan- 
ruage, to which, as I have faid, 
he logic of Arittotle has a great 
affinity, is it poffible to believe that 
it was at once brought to the per- 


, 


<1 


~ 


fection in which we fee it was 
among the Greeks? Do not we 


{¢e 
oll 
4 








is 


. 


a) 
_* 


le 





fe among the barbarous nations, 
and aare among ourtelves, Lew 
ride and impertect our language 1s, 
omp yared with the Greek? And 
$s it not plain trom she Latin lan- 
euage, Which is a very ancient 
dialect of the Greek, that there 
was a ime when the Greek was not 
near fo perfect a language as the 
fane language im laier umes? I 
think, therefore, that Ariftotle mutt 
have been not only Daincras, AS 
the later philotophers ealled him, 
but muit have been much above 
even the divine Plato (fo they 
called him’, and, indeed, as I have 
faid, fomething above humanity, 
if, in the fpace of fo fhort a hie, 
and fo much occupied too with 
other things, he could not only 
have Laweneedl. but perfected, to 
entricate and dificult a icience. 
Although my opinion of the 
sbilities of Arittotle as a philoto- 
pher be very great, yet I have not 
the fame opt inion ot his ecandour 
and good faith. Even his own in- 
terpreters, as I have faid, accufe 
him of milrepretenting the opi- 
nions of the philotophers before 
him, in order that he might have 
the plea‘ure of refuting the m; and 


I think we are oblic red to one of 


thefe commentators, Simplicius, 
for fo often def ading thofe ancient 
Poet rs againit him, by whote 
abours, though he profited Cx- 
tremely, more, | bel lieve, than any 
philotopher ever did by the labour 

of others, yet he is fo nee 
as hardly ever to acknowlege it; 
but, on the contrary, arrogates to 
himfelf difcoveries that were made 


by ap - . Thus, as I have al- 
ready obterved, he would make the 
reacer belie bie that he was the firtt 
hn 


na 1 Mmainta the ereruity ot the 


world: and thas all the philofo- 


or 


phers before him had aflerted, that 
wolen had a beginning ; whereas 
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it is certain, from a work yet ex- 
tant, that the eternity of the world 
was a doctrine of the Pythagorean 
fchool; and I think there is the 
greatett reafon to believe that it 
Was muintained by all the philofo- 
phers betore Ariti otle, without the 
exception even of his matier Plato, 
Theie is a book too of another Py- 
thagorcan philofopher, which, as 
I have faid, he has almoft tran- 
feribed in his book Le Generatione et 
Corrupfione: nor has even Plato 
atted with good taith towards the 
philofophers before him; for he 
has no where acknowlered the obli- 
gations he owed to the priefts of 
Egypt, trom whom, belides what 
he lcarned of myttical theology, 
particularly concerning the doe- 
trine ot the Trinity, which he kept 
as a fiecret, to be communicated 
but to a tew of his followers, i have 
no doubt but he learned there to 
fulve the Delian problem, as it is 
called ; I mean, to double the cube 
of the altar of Apollo, in Delos, 
which, trom the account Plaio 
himielf gives of the ftate of geo 
metry in Greece, it is impoflible Se 
could have learned there. And 
thoueh he has taken his whole na- 
tural philofophy from ‘Timeus the 
Locrian, he has acknowleged the 
obligation no. otherwiie than by 
giving his name to one of his dia- 
logues, and making him an inter- 
locutor in it. And if Proclus had 
not prele rved to us that moit va- 
luable piece of ancient philofophy, 
enutled De dnima Mundi, we fhould 
never have known that ‘Timeus 
had written upon the fubject, or 
that Plato had taken trom that writ- 
ing his whole Cofmogony. In 
fhort, it appears to me, th t the 
philofophers of Greece wanted to 
 perfuade the world that all fcience 
and philotophy ras originally of 
the growth of sheir country, which, 
1 think, 





I think, I have flown was far from 
being the truth. 

« But, to come clofer to the 
point, it is evident that Ariftotle, 
among other ’ythagorean books he 
got into his hands, being, as | have 
faid, a great collector of books, 
got hold of atreatife of Archytas 
the ‘Tarentine, entitled ges tov 
mayros, or ** Of the Univerfe,” which 
contained the whole do¢trine of the 
Categories, as it is contained in 
Ariftotle’s work, to which he has 
given that name. This we learn 
trom the commentary of Simpli- 
cius upon that work of Ariftotle, 
wherein he has ingroffed almott the 
whole work of Archytas, from 
which it appears that Ariftotle has 
done little more than tranflate into 
Attic the Doric of Archytas; for 
his Categories are the very fame in 
name, in number, and in nature, 
with thofe of Archytas; and there 
is only fome difference in the way 
of arranging them ; but as to the 
method of explaining and illuftrat- 
ing them, it is exactly the fame ; 
and, in fome initances, I think 
Archytas has explained them better 
than Ariitotle. Even the terms of 
art in this work he has taken from 
Archytas ; for the word xarnyopias, 
which Arifiotle has made the title 
of his book, and which, by many 
even of the ancient interpreters, is 
juppofed to be a word firft ufed by 
Arittotle in a phijofophical fenfe, is 
the term ufed by Archytas to de- 
note 2 pradicate ; and he alfo utes 
the words MATHYOPOUUEVOY, and isroxss- 
usson, 1 the fauine fenfe with Ari- 
ftotle; and likewiie the terms yaveg 

nd «dec; and he ditiinguithes thofe 
gencral ideas into three clafles, viz. 
the yivog ytrary, the Er05 wcar, and the 
fimple sidos, which is the common 
div.tion made by the Peripatetics ; 
for they tell us thar ail thete ideas 


are chan a cenvs, having under it 
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other genufes, or a genus hay} 
under it only fpecietes, or it sa 
fimple fpecies, having under it 
only individuals ; and therefore ; 
1s called by Ariftotle’s Greek inter. 
preters the sidog sidinat2tor. 

‘* But this is not all that he has 
taken from Archytas ; for there ig 
another work of his which he has 
copied as faithfully, and, I think 
rather at greater length, as appears 
trom extracts which Simplicius hag 
given us of it, in the fame com. 
mentary upon Ariftotle’s Categories, 
The work [ mean is entitled, wis 
Twy QyTineiusvar, that 1s, $6 Concern. 
ing Oppofites ;”” upon which fub- 
ject Ariftotle has added a Differta. 
tion to his Book of Categories, 
wherein he has followed Archytas 
moft clofely, particularly his four. 
fold divilion of oppofites is the 
fame with that of Archytas, and 
expreffled in the fame words ; and 
in explaining the members of this 
divifion, Simplicius has obferved 
that Archytas is more full and ac- 
curate than Ariftotle: aud all this 
he has done, without fo much as 
ever mentioning the name of Ar- 
chytas. 

*¢ The doctrine of the Categories 
Ariftotle has very properly made 
the foundation of his whole logical 
fyftem ; for, as I have obferved 
elfewhere, there could have been 
no fcience of logic without it, nor 
indeed fcience of any kind, as there 
could have been no definition. 
Now I think it is highly probable 
that thofe Pythagorean _ philofo- 
phers, having gone fo far in the 
logical fyftem as to have explained 
the nature of fimple terms, that 
they would carry their invettiza- 
tions farther, to propofitions and 
fy llogifms. 

‘6 "This might not appear fo pro- 
bable, if we were not well affured 


that the Pythagereans, in their 


{chool, 








{chool, had a complete fyftem of 
philofophy, comprehending not 
only phyfics, metaphyfics, and 
morals, but alfo logic, or dialectic, 
as it was then called. This we are 
told by Jamblichus, in his Life of 
Pythagoras, where he fays that 
fcience in general was treated of 
in that fchool, and the method of 
demonttration, definition, and di- 
vifion explained, as may be learned 
from Pythagorean books yet ex- 
tant. Now I think it is certain 
that the Pythagoreans could not 
have explained what demonftration 
was, without laying down the doc- 
trine of propofitions and fyllo- 
gifms ; at leatt Ariftotle thought fo; 
for the intention of his Analytics, 
as he informs us in the beginning 
of them, was to fhow what fcience 
and demonftration were; and, in 
order to do this, he has thought it 
neceflary to explain moft accu- 
rately the nature of the fyllogifm. 
“ Laitly, there is avery curious 
fa& reported by the Jefuit father 
Pons, a miffionary in India, con- 
cerning the philofophy of the Bra- 
mins. He fays, that befides other 
parts of philofophy, they have a 
logic, and the doctrine ot the fyl- 
logifm, as perfect as it is to be 
found in Arittotle; and he adds, 
that they have as many fubtile dil- 
putes about the different kinds of 
fyllogifin, as we had in Europe 
two hundred years ago. Now I 
think it is pot at all probable that 
the Indians invented fo great a fci- 
ence, and it is ftill lefs probable 
that they got it from the {chool of 
Aniftotle, with which it does not 
appear that they had ever the leatt 
connection : it remains, therefore, 
that it came to them trom Egypt, 
from whence they had the firit ru- 
diments of arts and civility, if we 
can believe either the books of the 
Egyptian prieiis, or the traditions 
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of the Indians themfelves: and 
there appears, at this day, fucha 
conformity betwixt the ancient 
Egyptians and the Indians in their 
religion, and partieularly their ve- 
nerution for the cow, the doctrine 
of the metempfycholis, their aitro- 
nomy, and the divifion of the peo- 
ple into different profeifions, of 
calts, to which every one is by his 
birth allotted, that it is impotfible 
but that the one nation muit have 
copied from the other ; and as there 
is not the leaft proof or probability 
that the Egyptians borrowed any 
thing trom them, but, on the con- 
trary, we are told, that the Egyp- 
tians imitated no other nation, it 
remains that they mutt have got 
their arts, their religion, their 
learning, and probably, among other 
things, the do¢trine of the fyllo- 
gifm, from Egypt; for I think 
there is as little reafon to believe 
that the fyllogifm could have been 
invented by Pythagoras, or any of 
his difciples, as that it could have 
been invented by Ariftotle. Nor 
do I think it could have been pro- 
duced, except in a country fuch as 
Egypt, where there were a great 
number of focietics of men, {fet 
apart for the purpofe of religion 
and {cience, fuch as the colleges of 
pricits in Egypt, who, fucceeding 
one another from father to fon, and 
fo carrying on their ftudies without 
interruption from generation to ge- 
neration, through a long period of 
time, might at laft have made this 
great difcovery ; for I do not be- 
leve that, even in that land of 
learning, the labours of one fingle 
man were fufficient both to invent 
and perfect fuch a fyfiem of {cience 
as Ariftotle’s Logic. This fyitem, 
I fuppote, Pythagoras brought with 
him tiom Egypt, together with the 
reitof the philofophy of the Egyp- 
tluns ; and trom jome of the books 
ot 





















































of his followers (for it does not 
‘appear that Pythagoras wrote any 
thing himfelf) Arittotle got it, as 
we know he did the doctrine of the 
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Categories, which he has fet 
head of his fyflem of Loge at 
alfo the doétrines of © Spofites and 
of Generation and Corruption.” 





ALPHABETICAL WRITING not firft communicated to M 
nor of DIVINE ORIGINAL. 


OSES, 


[From Mr. Astie’s Origin and Progrefs of Writing. 


“6 Any learned men have 
: M fuppofed that the alpha- 
bet was of divine origin; and fe- 
veral writers have afferted, that, 
letters were firft communicated to 
Mofes by God himfelf ;  whilft 
-others have contended, that the 
Decalogue was the firit alphabetic 
writing. 

It is highly proper for us to 
enguite how far. theie opinions are 
well founded; for if they can be 
fupported, there is an end of our 
puriuit; but at it thall appar that 
they are warranted neither by rea- 
fon nor by feripture, we fhall be 
at full liberty to purfue our en- 
quiry: for the fatistaction there- 
fore of thofe who have adopted 
thefe opinions, it is incumbent on 
us to have recourfe to the holy {crip- 
tures themielves. 

‘© The firft. mention of writing 
recorded in feripture, will be found 
in Exod. xvii. 14. ** And the Lord 
faid unto Mofes, write this for a 
memorial in a book, and rehearfe 
jt in the ears of Jofhua; for J will 
utterly put out the remembrance 
of Amaick trom under heaven.”’ 
This command was given immedi- 
ately after the defeat of the Ama- 
Ickites near Horeb, and before the 
arrival of the Hraelites at Mount 
Sinai. 

“* It is obfervable, hat there 
is not the leait hint to induce us 





to believe that writing was thé, 
newly invented: on the cop 
trary, we may conclude, thit 
Motes underitood what was meatt 
by writing in a book; othe. 
wife God would have inftru@ed 
him, as he had done Noah in build. 
ing the ark; for he wotild fd 
have been commanded to write ia 
book, if he had been ignorant Of 
the art of writing: but Mofes &. 
prefied no difficulty of-comiptehen. 
lion, when he réceived this dom. 
mand. We alfo find, that Mofs 
wrote all the words, and all the 
judgments of the Lord, containéd 
in the twenty-firit, and the two fol- 
lowing chapters of the book éf 
Exodus, before the two written ta- 
bles of fione were even fo much as 
promifed. ‘Fhe delivery of the 
tables is not mentioned wil the 
eighteenth verfe of the thirty-firl 
chapter, after God had made an 
end of communing with him upon 
the mount, though the Ten Com- 
mandments were promulgated inl 
mediately after his third defcent. 
‘¢ It is obfervable that Mofes no 
where mentions that the alphabet 
was a new thing in his.time, much 
lefs that he was the ins entor of it; 
on the contrary, he {péaks of the 
art of writing, as a thing well 
known, and in familiar ufe; for, 
Exod. xxvii, 21, he fays, “ And 
the flones fhall be with the a” 
0 
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of the children of Lfracl, telve ; 
according to their names, like the 
engravings of a fignet, every one 
with his name, fhail they be, ac- 
cording to the twelve tribes.”? And 
again, ver. 30. °* And thou {halt 
make a plate of pure gold, and 
rave upon it, like the engravings 
of a fignet, Holinefs to the Lord,” 
Can language be more expreiiive ? 
Would it not be abfurd to deny 
that this fentence muit have been 
in words and lctters ? But writing 
was known and practifled by the 
people in general in the tme of 
Moles, as appears from the follow- 
ing texts, Deut, chap. vi, Ver. g. 
chap. xi. Vv. 20. chap. xvil. v. 18. 
chap, xxiv. v. 1. chap. xxVil. v. 3, 
8, Ky this laft text, the people 
are commanded to wr.te the law on 
flones; and it is ob!ervable, that 
forne of the above texts relate to 
tranfactions previous to the delivery 
of the law at Mount Sinai. 

“If Mofes had been the inven- 
tor of the alphabet, or received 
letters from God, which till then 
had been unknown to the I frac lites, 


it would have been well woithy ot 


his underitanding, and very {uit- 
able to his character, to have ex- 
plained to them the nature and u'e 
of this invaluable art which God 
had communicated to him: and 
may we not naturally fuppole, that 
he would have faid, when he di- 
rected the workmen to engrave 
names and fentenees on {tones and 
gold, «* And in thefe engravings; 
you fhall ufe the alphabetic cha- 
racters which God hath communi- 
cated to me, or which I have now 
invented, and taught you the ufe 
of?” But the truth is, he refers 
them to a model in familiar ule, 
*¢ like the engravings of a fignet ;” 
for the ancient people of the kai’, 
engraved names and {tntences on 


their feals, in the fame manner as 
is now practiied by the grear Lama 
of Turtary, the princes in India, 
the emperor of Contiantinople, and 
his fubordinate rulers. 

‘‘ If this art had been a new 
difcovery in his time, he would, 
probably, have commemorated it, 
as Well as the other inventions of 
mufic, &c, nor is there any reafon 
to fuppofe, that God was the im- 
mediate revealer of the art; for 
Motes could never have omitted 
to have recorded the hijlory of fo 
important a circumflanee, as the 
memory of it would have been one 
of the ftrongeft barriers againtt 
idolatry. 

‘¢ It is incumbent on us to men- 
tion, that feveral refpectable pro- 
phane authors attribute the diico- 
very of leiters to the gods, or to 
fone divine man. Plato cvlivers 
his fentiments very plainly upon 
this lubyect, baer Owl’ aorevpor, xa- 
Tesinoes ete Tis Cog itt x, @Qio; Ar 
Gramw®. ‘The fame author in his 
Phedrus, makes the god Theuth, 
or Mercury the inventor of letters. 
Diodorus Siculus tel!s us, that Mer- 
cury iavented the firtt characters 
of writing, and taught men the ru- 
diments of aitronomy: and Ci- 
cero, in his Tufe. Queft. lib. i. 
delivers his opinion upon this fub- 
ject in the following words : ** Quid 
illa vis, que tandem eft, qux in+ 
vettigat occulta ?—aut qui fonos 
vocis, qui infiniti videbantur, pau- 
cis literarum notis terminavit ?>— 
Ph lofophm vero omnium mater 
artium, quid eft aliud, nifi, ut 
Plato ait, Gonum, ut ego inventum 
Deorum ?”’’ ‘The fame author, in 
his Natura Deorum, lib. iii, fays, 
that Hermes, or the fifth Mercury, 
whom the Egyptians call Thoth, 
firit communicated letters to that 
people. The Gentoos affirm, that 

let. 








letters were communicated to their 
anceftors by the fupreme Being, 
whom they call Brahma. 

‘© Although, from thefe author- 
jti¢s, we may infer that the art of 
writing is of great antiquity, yct 
they difcover to us that the anci- 
ents had very imperfect ideas of its 
true origin; for Plato fays, that 
fome, when they could not unravel 
u difficulty, brought down a god, 
us in a machine, to cut the knot: 
and the learned bifhop of Gloucef- 
ter obferves, that the ancients gave 
nothing to the gods, of whofe ori- 
ginal they had any records; but 
where the memory of the invention 
was loft, as of feed, corn, wine, writ- 
ing, civil fociety, &c. the gods 
feized the property, by that kind 
of right which gives {trays to the 
lord of the manor. 

** The holy fcriptures having left 
this fubject open toinvettigation; and 
the prophane writers having given 
us nothing fatisfactory upon it, we 
are at liberty to purfue our inquiry 
into the origin of letters; but, in 
order to qualify ourfelves for this 
tatk, it may be proper to enter into 
a philofophical contemplation of 
the nature of letters, and of their 
powers, which will beit enable us 
to difcover the true origin of their 
invention. 

“¢ A little reflection will difcover, 
that men in their rude uncultivat- 
ed ftate, had neither leifure, incli- 
nation, nor inducement, to culti- 
vate the powers of the mind toa 
degree fufficient for the formation 
of an alphabet; but when a peo- 
ple arrived at fuch a ftate of civili- 
Zationy as required them to repre- 
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fent the conceptions of the mind 
which had no corporeal forms, nes 
ceffity, the mother of invention, 
would occafion farther exertions of 
the human faculties, and would 
urge fuch a people to find out g 
more exped tious manner of tranf. 
acting their butinefs, and of record. 
ing their events, than by pi¢ture. 
writing ; for the impoifibility of 
conveying a variety of intelleétyal 
and metaphyfical ideas, and of re. 
prefenting founds by the emblems 
atic mode of writing would natu. 
rally occur, and therefore the ne. 
ceffity of feeking out fome other 
that wonld be more comprehentive 

. ’ 
would prefent itfelf. 

* Thefe exertions would take 
place whenever a nation began to 
Improve in arts, manufactures, and 
commerce; and the more genius 
fuch a nation had, the more im. 
provements would be made in the 
notation of their language, whilf 
thofe people who had made lef 
progrefs in civilization and fcience, 
would have a lefs perfect fyitem of 
elementary characters; or would 
for ages advance no farther in this 
art, than the marks or chara¢ters 
of the Chinefe. Hence it refults, 
that the bufinefs of princes, and 
the manufactures and commerce of 
each country, produced the necef- 
fity of devifing fome expeditious 
manner of communicating informa- 
tion to their fubjects, or commer- 
cial correfpondents at a diftance. 
Such an improvement was of the 
greateft ufe, not only to the fove- 
reign and the ftatefinan, but to the 
manufaéturer and the merchant.” 
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OBSERVATIONS on the WINE called by our ANCESTORS SACK, 


{An Original Communication. ] 


* ¥T feems incredible to many 

| people that our forefathers 
fhould have put fugar into their 
fack. They affert, that the fack 
drank by fir John Falftaff, by Shak- 
fpeare’s contemporanics, and by 
Jonfon, with his fong in the 
Apollo, was not the wine which is 
known to us by the name of fack, 
and which is ufed for little other 
purpofe than to make walnuts tafle 
{weeter. This manner of reafon- 
ing is not, perhaps, ftrictly logical. 
There is no difputing about taftes 
in refpect to eating or drinking ; 
which are fo various in the fame 
age and nation, that to ufe a vul- 
gar phrafe (as lord Chefterfield 
fays), What is one’s man’s meat is 
another man’s poifon, 

‘| think the matter may be 
elucidated by a reference to Ven- 
ner’s, Via recia ad Vitam longam, 
printed in the year 1628. In this 
medical treatife, is a fection an- 
{wering the queftion, What in ge- 
neral are the commodities of wine ? 
and containing a defcription of the 
particular differences of wines ac- 
cording to their feveral qualities. 

** He begins with obferving, that 
“ white wines and Rhenifh wine, 
do, leaft of all wines, heat and 
nourifh the body. The white wine 
here defcribed feems to have been 
one of the meagre French wines, 
or vins du Pais; for the author ob- 
ferves, that it will not keep in per- 
fection many menths. To thefe 
white wines and the Rhenifh, he 
fignifies in a note, that * a little 
fugar may be added w'th a lemon, 
as is hereafter fhewed, but is more 
medicinable if it be taken without 
6 


fugar.’’ Such is his defcription of 
Rhenifh, &c. from which fome 
may infer one of thofe te be the 
fack of our forefathers, and not 
what we call fo, which is a wine 
brought from the Canary-Iflands. 

** But our author proceeds to 
defcribe Canary wine, ** which bear- 
eth the name of the iflands from 
whence it is brought, and is of 
fome termed a facke, with this ad- 
junct fwweete, but yet very impro- 
perly, for it differeth not only from 
facke in {fweetneffe and pleafant- 
neffe of tafte, but alfo in colour 
and confiftence: for it is not fo 
white in colour as facke, nor fo 
thin in fubftance.’* Venner gives 
no hint that it is proper or impro- 
per, cuflomary or not, to mix fu- 
gar with this fweet fuck, nor with 
malmfey, mutkadeile, or baftard, 
(which is mentioned in Shakfpeare 
with the epithet brown) which he 
likewife deicribes as generous {weet 
wines, 

“We might flill remain in doubr, 
if our author had not given a de- 
fcription of facke itfelf, which he 
fays is ** completely not in the 
third degree ; and that fome affect 
to drink facke with fugar and fome 
without; and upon no other ground, 
as I think, but as it is bett pleaf- 
ing to their palate.” He then pro- 
ceeds ; **I fhall fpeak what I deem 
hereof, and I think I fhall well fa- 
tisfie fuch as are judicious. Sacke 
taken by itfelf is very hot and very 
penctrative: being taken with fu. 
gar, the heat is both fomewhat al- 
layed, and the penctrative quality 
thereof alfo retarded.”” This de- 
{cription by no means agrees with 

the 
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the properties of Rhenifh, as de- 
fcribed by our author. It 1s far- 
ther diflinguifhed by his obferva- 
tion, that ** Rhenifh, &c. decline 
after a twelvemonth, but facke, 
and the other flronger wines are 
beft when they are two or three 
years old.” 

‘¢ By the application of the word 
fweet to facke, as an equivalent to 
Canary wine, it feems highly pro- 
bable, that facke itfelf was not a 
{weet wine ; that it did not receive 
its name from having a faccharine 


OBSERVATIONS on the WINE called SACK. 


flavour, but from its being arte! 
nally ftored in facks or ene 
It does hot appear to have been g 
French wine, burt a ftrong win 

the production of a hot eter 
Prebably it was what is called 
dry mountain, er fome Spanith 
wine of that kind. This Conjec- 
ture is the more plaufible, as Howe 
ell, in his French and Englith Die. 
tionary, printed in the year 1650, 
tranflates facke, by the words vig 
d’ Efpagne, vin fec.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 











JULIAN’s DELINEATION of the ROMAN’ EMPERORS, from 
JULIUS to his own Time ; being an EXTRACT from his famous 
SATIRE, entitled ** The Cxfars.” 


{From Mr. Duncomse’s Tranflation of the “ Select Works of the 
Emperor Julian.’’] 


“ S foon as the table was 

A fpread tor the Cerfars, 
the firft who appeared was Julius 
Cefar, Such was his patlion for 
glory, that he feemed willing to 
contend for dominion with Jupiter 
himfelf. Silenus, obferving him, 
faid, *“ Behold, Jupiter, one who 
has ambition enough to endeavour 
to dethrone you: he is, you fee, 
firong and handfome, and, if he 
refembles me in nothing elfe, his 
head, at lealt, is certainly the tel- 
low of mine,” 

“ Amiditt thefe jokes of Silenus, 
to which the Gods paid little at- 
tention, Octavianus entered. He 
aflumed, like a cameleon, various 
colours; at firft appearing pale, 
then black, dark, and cloudy, and, 
at laft, exhibiting the charms of 
Venus and the ‘Graces. In the 
luftre of his eyes he feemed willing 
to rival the fun ; nor could any one 
encounter his looks. ‘© Strange! 
cried Silenus ; what a changeable 
creature is this ! ! what mifchief will 
he do us!” « Ceafe trifling, faid 
Apollo; after I have configned him 
to Zeno, L will exhibit him to you 
pure as gold.” & Hark ye, added 
he to that philofopher, Zeno, un- 
dertake the care of my pupil.” He, 
in obedience, fuggeiting to him a 
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very few precepts, as if he had 
muttered the incantations of Za- 
molxis, foon rendered him wife and 
virtuous. 

‘* The third who approached 
was Tiberius, with a grave but 
fierce afpect, appearing at once 
both wife and martial. As he turned 
to fit down, his back difplayed {e~ 
veral fcars, {ome cauteries and fores, 
fevere ftripes and bruifes, feabs and 
tumors, imprinted by lut and in- 
temperance, Silenus then faying, 


‘“ Far diffrent now thou feemcf than 
before,” 


in a much moreferious tone, ** Why 
fo grave, my dear ?” faid Bacchus. 
“© That old fatyr, replied he, has 
terrified me, and made me inad- 
vertently quote a line of Homer.” 
‘© Take care that he does not alfo 
pull your ears, faid Bacchus; for 
thus, it is faid, he treated a certain 
grammarian.” He had better, 
returned Silenus, bemoan himfelf 
in his folitary ifland (meaning Ca- 
prez) and tear the face of fome 
miferable fifherman.”’ 
«¢ While they were thus joking, 
a dreadful monfter [Caligula] ap- 
peared. The Gods averting their 
eyes, Nemefis delivered him to 
the avenging Furies, who imme- 
MM diately 






diately threw him into Tartarus, 
without allowing Silenus to accott 
him; But on the approach of 
Claudius, Silenus began to fing the 
beginning of the partof Demotthe- 
nes, in the Knights of Arifto- 
phanes, cajoling Claudius. ‘Then, 
turning to Quirinus, ** You are 
unjuft, faid he, to invite your de- 
{cendant without his freed men, 
Narciffus and Pallas. Bur, befides 
them, you fhould alfo fend for his 
wife Meffalina, for without them 
he appears lke guards ina tragedy, 
mute and inanimate.” 

*¢ While Silenus was fpeaking, 
Nero entered, playing on his harp, 
aud crowned. with laurel. Silenus 
then turned to Apollo, and faid, 
«« ‘This man makes you his model.” 
«| fhall foon uncrown him,’’ re- 
plied Apollo: «* he did not imitate 
me in every thing, and when he 
did, he was a bad imitator.”’ Co- 
cytus, therefore, inttantly fwept 
him away, divetied of his crown. 

‘* After him, feecing many come 
crowding together, Vindex, Otho, 
Galba, Vitellius, Silenus exclaim- 
ed, ** Where, ye Gods, have you 
found fuch a multitude of mo- 
narchs ? We are fuffocated with 
finoke ; for beatts of this kind fpare 
not even the temples of the Gods.”’ 
Jupiter then looked at his b:other 
Serapis, and faid, pointing to Vel- 
pafian, * Send this mifer, as foon 
as poffible, out of Egypt, to ex- 
tinguifh theie flames. Bid his eld- 
eit ion {Titus} folace himfelf with 
a proftitute, but chain his younger 
fon [Domitian) near the Sicilian 
tyyer. 

‘¢ Then came an old man [ Ner- 
va,} of a beautiful afpect (for even 
old age is fometimes beautiful), in 
his manners molt gentle, and in his 
sulminiftration unicd. With him 
Silenus was fo delighted, that he 
remained filent. * What! faid 
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Mercury, have you nothing to {4 
of this man?” Yes. by Jue 
piter, he replied, for I char 
all with partiality, in fuffering that 
blood-thirity moniter to reign fif. 
teen years, but this man fearce 4 
whole year.” * Do not complain, 
aniwered Jupiter; many 
princes fhall fucceed him,” 

‘**.Trajan immediately ente 
bearing on his fhoulders the Getic 
and Parthian trophies.  Silemus, 
obferving hiv, faid, in a low voi 
but loud enough to be heard, “Qur 
lord Jupiter muft now be careful, 
or he will not be able to keep Ga 
nymede to himfelf.”’ After him 
advanced a venerable fage [Ha- 
drian}, with a long beard; an 
adept in mulic, gazing frequently 
on the heavens, and cautioufly ine 
veftigating the abfirufett fubjetts, 
‘© What, fuid Silenus, think you 
of this fophitt? Is he looking for 
Antinous? If fo, one of you tnay 
tell him that the youth is not here, 
and thus check his madnefs and 
folly.” ‘To thefe fuceceded a man 
of moderation, not in venereal but 
political purfuits, f Antoninus Piws.] 
Silenus, on feeing him, exclaimed, 
‘© Strange! how important is he im 
trifles! This old man feeims to me 
one of thofe who would harangue 
about a pin’s point.” 

«« At the entrance of two bro 
thers, Marcus Aureifus and Lueiws 
Verus, Silenus contracted his brow, 
as he could by no means jeer or 
deride them, Marcus, in_ parti 
cular, though he firictly ferutinifed 
his conduct with regard to his fon 
and his wife ; as to her, in his im- 
moderate grie. for her death, though 
fhe little deferved it; as to him, 
in hazarding the ruin of the em- 
pire by preferring him toa difcreet 
fon-in-law, who would have made 
a better prince, and {tudied ive + 
vantage of his fon more am 
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did himfelf. Notwithftanding thefe 


failings, Silenus could not-but ad- 
mire his exalted virtue. Thinking 


his fon Commodus unworthy of 
any ftroke of wit, he filently dif- 
mifled him. And he, not being 
able to fupport himfelf, or aflociate 
with the heroes, tell down to the 
earth. 

« Pertinax then approached, 
fill lamenting the mortal wound 
that he received at a banquet. This 
excited the compaflion of Nemefis, 
who faid, ** The authors of this 
deed fhall not long exult; but, 
Pertinax, you were culpable in 
being privy to the confpiracy that 
deftroyed the fon of Marcus.” He 
was fuceeeded by Severus, a prince 
inexorable in punifhing. ‘+ Of 
him, faid Silenus, I have nothing 
to fay; for I am terrified by his 
ftern and implacable looks.”? His 
fons would have accompanied him, 
but Minos prevented them, and 
kept them at a diftance. With a 

rudent diftinétion, however, he 
difmiiled the youngeit [Geta], and 
ordered the eldeft {Caracalla} to 
be punifhed for his crimes. 

“ That crafty murderer Macri- 
nus, and the youth of Emeifa, 
Elagabalus, were driven from the 
facred inclofure. But Alexander 
the Syrian, being placed in the 
hinder ranks, bewailed his misfor- 
tune. Silenus added, ** O thou 
fool and madman ! highly exalted 
as thou wert, thou didit not go- 
vern for thyfelf, but gaveft thy 
wealth to thy mother, and could’tt 
not be perfuaded that it was much 
better to beftow it on thy friends 
than to hoard it.” ** All, how- 


ever, faid Nemefis, who were ac- 
ceflary to his’ death, I will deliver 
to the tormentors.”’ 
youth was difmiffed. 
* Gallienus then entered, with 
his father [Valerian], the latter 


And thus the 
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dragging the chain of his capti- 
vity, the other effeminate both in 
his drefs and behaviour. Silenus 
thus ridiculed the father ; 


*€ By thofe fhowy plumes diftinguith'd 
Before the ranks who marches tn ‘the van."s 


And to the fon he faid, 
** Him gold adorns, all dainty asa bride.” 


‘¢ Jupiter ordered them both ta 
depart from the banquet. 

“« They were fucceeded b 
Claudius, on whom all the Gods 
fixed their eyes, admiring his mag» 
nanimity, and granted the empire 
to his defcendants, thinking it juft 
that the potterity of fuch a lover 
of his country fhould enjoy the 
fovereignty as long as poflible. 

‘¢ Atter him entered Aurelius, 
as if to efcape thofe who were ac- 
cufing him before Minos. For 
many charges of murder, which 
he could not palliate or excufe, 
were brought again him. But 
my lord the Sun, who had patro- 
nifed him oa other occafions, ailift- 
ed him alfo on this, by inform- 
ing the Gods, that the Delphic 
oracle, ** That he who evil does, 
fhould evil fuffer, is righteous judge 
ment,”” had been fulfilled. 

«* The next was Prosus, who 
in lefs than feven years rebuilt 
feventy cities, and alfo enacted 
many wife laws. Having fuffered 
unjufily, he was honoured by the 
Gods, and his death was revenged 
by the punifhment of his ar im 
ers. Silenus, neverthelefs, endea- 
voured, in like manner, to ridicule 
him; and many of the Gods urg- 
ing him to be filent, ** Let thofe 
who fhall follow, faid he, grow 
wifer by his example. Doft thou 
not know, O Probus, that phyfi- 
cians make bitter potions palatable, 
by infufing them in mead? But 
thou, who wert always fo fevere 
M2 and 





and cruel that none could equal 
thee, hatt fuffered, however un- 
juftly, in like manner. For no 
one can govern brutes, much lefs 
men, but by fometimes gratifying 
and indulging them: as phyficians 
humour their patients in trifles, 
that they may infure their compli- 
ance in thingseflential.” ‘* What! 
dear father, faid Bacchus, do you 
now play the philofopher upon 
us?’ Why not, replied Sile- 
Jlenus. Were not you too, my 
fon, inftruéted by me in philoto- 
phy? Know you not that So- 
erates alfo held, like me, the firft 
rank in philofophy among his con- 
temporaries, if you credit the ora- 
ele of Delphi? Allow me, there- 
fore, to fpeak not always jocofely, 
but fometimes ferioufly.” 

‘6 While they were thus talk- 
ing, Carus, with his fons, [Cas 
rinus and Numerian}] would kave 
entered, had not Nemetis repuNed 
them. Diocletian, accompanied 
by the two Maximians, and my 
grandfather Conflantius, then ap- 

roached, magnificently drefled. 
Thefe, though they held each 
other by the hand, did not walk 
on a line with Diocletian. Three 
others alfo furrounded him, in the 
manner of a chorus; but when, 


like harbingers, they would have 
preceded him, he forbade them, 
not thinking himfelt entitled to 
any diftinction. Transierring only 
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to them a burthen which he 
borne on his. own fhoulders, he 
walked with much greater cafe 
Admiring their union, the Gods 
afligned them a feat luperior to 
many. But Maximian  behavin 
with imprudence and haughtinefs, 
Silenus, though he did not think 
him worthy of ridicule, would not 
admit him into the fociety of the 
emperors. And, befides, he was 
not only addicted to all kinds of 
lafcivioufnefs, but by his imperti- 
nent officioufnefs and perfidy often 
interrupted the harmonious con. 
cert. Nemefis therefore foon ba. 
nifhed him, and whither he went { 
know not, as I forgot to afk Mer. 
cury. 

‘¢ To this moft melodious tetra. 
chord a harfh, difagreeable, and 
difcordant found fucceeded. Two 
of the candidates Nemetis would 
not fuffer to approach even the 
door of the aflembly. — Licinius 
came thus far, but having been 
guilty of many crimes, he was re 
pulfed by Minos. Conttantine ens 
tered, and fat fome time; and 
near him fat his fons. As for 
Magnentius, he was refufed ad- 
mittance, becaufe he had never 
done any thing laudable, though 
many of his actions might appear 
brilliant. But the Gods, perceive 
ing that they did not flow froma 
good principle, difmiffed him much 
athicted.” 
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ACCOUNT of fome SINGULAR VOWS made by the KNIGHTS, 
in the TIMES of CHIVALRY. 


[From Mrs. Dosson’s Tranflation of Monf. De St. Pacaye’s ** Meinoirs 


of Ancient Chivalry.”’| 


6“ HE religion of the times 

fuggeited other vows, of a 
more particular kind; which con- 
fitted in vifiting feveral holy places ; 
in depofiting their arms, or thofe 
of a vanquifhed enemy, in. the 
temples or monatteries ; in failing, 
and other exercifes of penitence. 
In the hittory of Bertrand du 
Guefclin, it is recorded, that Du 
Gueiclin, before he departed fora 
courfe of arms, propofed by an 
Englifhman, heard mafs; and, 
when he was making the offering at 
the altar, he alfo oftered to God 
the arms he promifed to ufe againit 
the infidels, if he became victor. 
Soon after this, he hada challenge 
to maintuin againft another Ey, 
glifiman : the Englifhman, throw- 
ing down his gage of battle, {wore 
he would never fleep in bed till he 
had accomplifhed it. Bertrand, 
taking up the gage, vowed to eat 
only three fops in wine, in the 
name of the Holy Trinity, till this 
combat was over. ‘Thefe facts, 
from hiitorians, juflify the old ro- 
mance writers, and enlighten foime 
obicure pafiages in Dante, and 
other ancient authors. 

“ Perfonal valour dictated alfo 
fingular vows; of which the fol- 
lowing are examples: ‘ James 
d’Endelee, fays Froiffart, in his 
Hittory, had made a vow, that, in 
the next battle in which the king 
of England, or cither of his fons, 
fhould appear, he would be the firft 
atiailant, the be{t warrior on their 
fide, or that he would die in the 
attempt.”—Du Guefclin, being at 
the fiege of Montcontour, twore 
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never to eat meat, nor put off his 
cloaths, day or night, till he had 
taken the place; and his fquire of 
honour, at the fiege of Breiliere, 
in Poitou, promifed, before God, to 
plant, that day, on the tower of the 
city, the banner of his mafier, which 
he carried, crying, ** Du Guefclin! 
Du Gueifclin !” or to die in the at- 
tempt.—The fame hittory reports, 
that the befieged made vows to eat 
all their beaits, and, as their laft 
refource, to eat one another, in 
the rage of hunger, rather than 
yield the town; while the befieg- 
ers, on the part, lwore to maintain 
the fiege through their lives; and 
die in battle, or take the place bY 
the torce of afflault.—The mol 
extraordinary of thefe vows, was 
that of the peacock, or pheafant, 
made by the knight on the bird, as 
will be prefently related. Thefe 
noble birds, for fo they were fliled, 
perfectly reprefented, by the bright- 
nefs and variety of their colours, 
the majefly of their kings, and the 
fuperb veitments with which the 
were adorned, when they held their 
pleniary or full courts, 

‘“ The old romancers obferve, 
thaf the peacock and pheafant 
were, as well as veniion, the par- 
ticular food of brave and gallant 
knights. ‘* Gation, the fitth of 
that name, fays Favin, who had 
been created a peer of France by 
Charles the Seventh, betrothed to 
the daughter of that prince, Mag- 
dalen ot France, and adorned with 
the order of the ftar,. determined 
to celebrate thefe accumulated ho- 
nours by a magnificent fealt, given 
M 3 at 
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at Tours, in 145%, to be followed 
by joufts, which he ordered to be 
publifhed abroad. This banquet 
was compofed of five fervices, and 
feven entremets, or {mail plates of 
dainties, ufually ferved atthe tables 
of the great, juft before the fruit. 
In one of thefe entremets they 
brought, in a large veffel, a pea- 
cock alive, which had at its neck 
the arms of the queen of France ; 
and- round the vefiel were ranged 
various flags and {lreamers, carry- 
ing the arms of all the princefles 
and ladies of the court; who were 
very proud of this honour fhewn 
them by the count de Foix ; and 
fo magnificent was this feaft, that it 
appeared an earthly paradife Thefe 
entremets were fir{t devifed to oc- 
cupy the guefts in the interval be- 
tween the grand fervices. They 
were exhibited before the reign of 
St. Louis, at the marriage of his 
brother Robert, at Compiegne, in 
43237; and by Charles the Fifth, 
at a feait he gave, in 1378, to the 
king of the Romans. ‘* The re- 
mains of this ancient magnificence, 
fays De Thou, were icen at the 
marriage of the prince of Navarre, 
in 1572, with the fitter of the 
king ; and at another feaft, which 
the queen gave, the following year, 
to the duke of Anjou, king of Po- 
land: and a tafte for thefe ancient 
pleafures was preferved, at Flo- 
rence, to the year 1600, at the 
banquet given, inthatcity, for the 
marriage of Mary de Medicis with 
Henry the Fourth. 

‘¢ The plumage of the fine birds 
prefented at thefe fplendid enter- 
tainments, was confidered, by the 
ladies in Provence, as the richett 
ornament with which they could 
decorate the troubadour, who ce- 
lebrated their praife: the feathers 
Were interwoven in the crown, 
give as arecompence for the poetic 
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talents he confecrated to the cele. 
bration of valour and of gallantry ; 
and a figure of the peacock was 
the prize of the knights themfelyes, 
At a feaft, given for the peace 
made in 1659, by the city of Mar. 
feilles, ‘* the troubadours, fays 
father Meneftrier, came crowned 
with peacocks feathers, which had 
been formally devoted to them by 
the ladies of Provence. ‘The eyes, 
reprefented in their plumage, ex- 
prefied the attention of all the 
world to thefe troubadours.” Po 
Paul the Third fent to king Pepin 
a confecrated fword, and accom. 
panied it-with a mantle interwoven 
with the peacock’s feathers. 

‘¢ But the highett glory of this 
bird was the moft fingular vow made 
on it, which was performed in the 
following manner: the day on 
which the knights were to take 
their folemn vows, a peacock or 
pheafant, fometimes roatted, but 
always dreffed and garnifhed out 
with its finett feathers, was brought 
in, with great dignity, by the 
ladies, or the young gentlewomen, 
in a large gold or filver veffel, in 
the midit of a numerous company 
of aflembled knights. They pre 
fented this difh to each knight, 
who made his vow on the bird; 
after which, they carried it back, 
and placed it on a table, to be dis 
{tributed among the affiftants. The 
{kill of the perfon who carved it, 
confifted in dividing the parts 1q 
nicely, that all prefent might have 
a fhare. In the romance of Lan- 
celot de Lac, there is a great eu- 
logy given to king Artus, for 3 
ing carved the peacoek, at the 
round table, fo much to the fats- 
faction of a hundred and filty 
knights, feared at the featt, that 
they were all content with the 
fhare afligned them. 


“ The old romancers, who — 
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SINGULAR VOWS 


on this fingular vow, inform us, 
that the ladies, or young gentle- 
women, after prefenting “the bird 
to every knight, chofe one of the 
moft valiant knights to accompany 
them in this ceremony, and to di- 
rect the peacock to that knight 
whom he efteemed the brave “tt : 

which being done, the knight elect- 
ed cut up the bird, and diitributed 
it in his fight. So high a preference 
beitowed on eminent valour was not 
accepted, till after a long and mo- 
deft refiftance, and conteiling them- 
{elves the leafl worthy of this ho- 
nour: in the fame manner as the 
knights, admitted into the order 
of the Holy Ghoit, prote {ted they 
were wholly undeferving of fo glo- 
rious a diflinction. 

‘ The account of the fingutar 
ceremony which paffed at Lille, 
alfo, in 1453, on the conferring 
this order, at the court of Philip, 
the Good, duke of Burgundy, is too 
curious to be omitted. It was exe 
hibited upon occation of the cru- 
fade againft the Turks, when. the 
conqueft of the Eaftern empire 
was accomplifhed by the taking of 
Conttantinople ; and is thus de- 
fcribed by Matrhew de Couci, and 
Olivier de la Marche, who were at 
this feaft: ** Fhe neceflary time 
for the preparations, and arrival 
of the knights, was paffed in {er 
veral feaits given by the principal 
lords ; the latt of Which was that 
of the duke of C ‘baw s, when they 
proclaimed the banquet of his un- 
cle the duke of Burgundy, which, 
according to the ancient cultom, 
was to be given cighteen days 
from that time. The proclam: ition 
was thus made: a lady, mounting 
on the table where the duke of 
Burgundy was feated, by a ftep 
mi de for that purpofe, kneeled 


down before him, and placed on 
the head of that prince a chaplet, 
er crown of flowers; from hence 
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the cuftom of offering, at balls, 

nofegay to the perion who 1s n 
give the next entertainment. When 
the eighteen days were patled, the 
duke of Burgundy drew together 
his whole court, and the nobility 
of his different ftates, to his ban- 
quet, which was the annunciation 
of the high myitteries ot religion 
and of knighthood ; when, if the 
magnificence of the prince was ad- 
mired in the multitude and abun- 
dance of the fetvices, it was full 
more confpicuous inthe elegant 
fpectacles difplayed in the entre- 
mets, or curious and dainty difhes, 
brought in between the fervices 
and the fruits; by which the featt 
was rendered more pompous and 
amuting. ‘There appeared, in the 
hall, divers decorations ; machines, 
figures of men, and extraordinary 
animals, trees, mountains, rivers, 
and a fea, with vellels on it: all 
thefe objects were intermixed with 
perfonages, with birds, and other 
living animals, who were in motion 
inthe hall, or onthe great table, 
and reprefented the actions rela- 


tive to the defign the duke had 
formed ; which was, to exhibit 
the featts of the palace »! | Alcine, 


in the ancient court of Fi rance. It 
is aftonifhing to conceive what muft 
have been the extent of the hall, 
which contained fo fpacious a 
table, or rather fo vat a theatre, 
eo the ground neceflary for the 
action of fo many machines and 
perfons ; without reckoning the 
multitude of the gueits, and the 
crowd of fpectators. In the midtt 
of this fpectacle entered fuddenly 
a giant, armed in the ancient man- 
ner ot a Moor of Grenada; he 
led an elephant, who carried a 
caitle on his back, in which was 
a lady, bathed in tears, and dretied 
in long mourning habits, 4s a nun, 
or devotee to the cloytier, When 
fhe came into the hall, and was in 
M 4 the 
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the midf of the affembly, fhe re- 
cited a poem of three fianzas, 
which commanded the giant to 
ftop ; but he, looking on her with 
a fixed eye, continued his march 
till he came to the table of the 
duke. At that moment the cap- 
tive lady, who reprefented reli- 
gion, made a long complaint, in 
verfe, on the calamities fhe fufiered 
from the tyranny of the infidels ; 
and reproached the lukewarmnefs 
of thoite who ought to have fuc- 
coured and delivered her. When 
this lamentation was over, the king 
at arms, of the order of the Golden 
Fleece, preceded by a long file of 
Officers at arms, and carrying on 
his head a pheafant alive, which 
was ornamented with a golden col- 
lar, enriched with pearls and pre- 
cious ftones, advanced towards the 
duke of Burgundy, and prefented 
to him two young ladies; the one 
of whom was Yolande, the natural 
daughter of that prince; and the 
other, Ifabel of Neutchatel, daugh- 
ter of the lordde Montsigu ; each 
accompanied by a knight of the 
Golden Fleece. At the fame time, 
the king at arms offered to the duke 
the bird he carried, in the name of 
thefe ladies, who recommended 
themfelves to the protection of 
their fovereign, in conformity to 
the ancient cuftoms, according to 
which, inthe great feafts and noble 
aflemblies, they prefented to the 
princes, lords, and noble ladies, a 
peacock, or fome other royal bird, 
on which to make vows fervice- 
able to thofe ladies who fhould im- 
plore their affittance. The duke, 
after having attentively liflened to 
the petition of the king at arms, 
returned a billet, which was read 
aloud, and begay in thefe words : 
** IT vow to God my creator, and 
to the glorious Virgim his mother ; 
and after thefe to the ladies and 
the pheafants, &c.”? It further 
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contained folemn promifes (the 
grand intent of this allegorical ex. 
hibition) to carry the war amongft 
the infidels, for the defence of the 
opprefied church, and that cattle, 
in which this fingular ceremony 
was reprefented. 

“6 The vow made by the duke 
(fays Olivier de la Marche) was 
the fignal of all the other vows, 
each of which had in view the 
proving their courage againtt the 
‘Turks; and fome arbitrary penance 
was added, as, to abfain trom wine 
and meat on certain days, notte 
fleep in a bed, not to eat on a 
table-cloth, to wear fhirts of hair, 
or armour next the fkin, &c. till 
thefe engagements were performed, 

‘¢ The conclufion of thefe vows 
was celebrated by a new fpettacle, 
A lady, dreffed in white, in the 
habit of a nun, bearing on her 
fhoulder a fcroll, on which was 
written, ** Grace of God,” in lets 
ters of gold, came to thank the 
aflembly, and prefented twelve las 
dies, conducted by as many knights, 
Thefe ladies reprefented different 
virtues ; the name of each, every 
lady carried alfo on her fhoulder, 
marked on a billet or brevet; and 
that they were to be of this expes 
dition, to infure its fuccefs. When 
they had paifed in review, one after 
the other prefented their brevet to 
Grace of God, who read them, 
and recited, at the end of each, mm 
a couplet of eight verfes, the names 
of the ladies, which were, Faith, 
Juftice, Charity, Reafon, Prudence, 
Temperance, Strength, Truth, Lis 
berality, Diligence, Hope, V2- 
lour ; all which were to exprefs the 
virtues neceffary to a true and per- 
fect knicht, Thefe ceremonies 
over, they all began to dance 18 
ficures, ‘and were fumptuoutly 
feafted ; and with thefe allegorical 
and magnificent entertainments 
ended this noble and joyful feat. 
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Mr. MATHEW?’s fingular MANNER of entertaining his FRIENDS. 


[From Mr. Suertpan’s Life of Dr. Swirr.) 


HERE lived at that time 

in .roland a gentleman of 

the name of Mathew, whoie hii- 
tory is well worth recording, al- 
thoug) in a great part it may ap- 
ar digreflive. He was potiefied 
of a large eitate in the fine{t county 
of that kingdom, Pipperary: which 
produced a clear rent of eight thou- 
fanda year. As he delighted | ina 
country lite, he refolved to build 
alarge commedious houfe for the 
receptio not guetts, furrounded 1 by 
fifteen hundred acres of his choiceit 
land, all laid out upon a regular 
plan of improvement, according to 
the new adopted mode of | ng “Lith 
gardening (which had fupp! lanted 
the bad Dutch taite brougmt in by 
king William) and which he 
was the firft who fet the exainple 
in Ireland ; nor was there any un- 
provement of that fort then in 
England, which was comparabie to 
his, either in point of beauty or 
extent. As this defign was form 
ed exrly in life, in order to ace 
complith his point, without incur- 
ring any debt on his etlate, he re- 
tired to the continent for feven 
years, and lived u pon fix hundred 
pounds a year, while the remain- 
ing income of his eftate was em- 
ployed in carrying on the great 
works he had planned there. When 
all was completed, he returned to 
his native country ; and after fome 
time paffed in the metropolis, to 
revive the old, and cultivate new 
acquaintance, he retired to his feat 
at Thoimas-town to pafs the re- 
mainder ot his days there. As he 


was one of the finett gentlemen of 
the age, and poffefied of fo large 9 





property, he found no difficulty 
during his refidence in Dublin, to 
get accefs to all, character 
for talents, or probity, made him 
delirous to cultivate ner acquaint- 
ance. Out of theie, he felectéd 
fuch as were mott conformable to 
his tafie, inviting them to pafs fuch 
leifure ume as they might have 
weon their hands, at "Thomas-towns 
As there was fomethin ing uncome 
monly fingular in his mode of liv- 
ing, fuch as I belicve was never 
carried into practice by any mor- 
tal before, in an equal degree, I 
fancy the reader will not be difs 
pleaied with an account of the 
particulars of it, though it may 
appear foreign to the fubject in 
hand. 

‘* Flis houfe had been chiefly 
contrived to anfwer the noble pure 
pote of that contlant hofpitality, 
which he intended to maintain 
there. It contained forty commo- 
dious apartments for guetis, with 
fuirable accommodations to their 
fervants. Each apartment was 
completely furnifhed with ~— 
convenience that could be wanted, 
even to the minuteft article. When 
a guett arrived, he fliewed him his 
apartine nt, faying, this is your 
calile, here you are to command as 
abiolutely as in your own houfe ; 
you may bre. ikfaft, dine, and fup 
here whenever you pleafe, and in- 
vite fuch of the guetts to accom- 
pany you as may be moft agrecable 
to you. He then fhewed him the 
common parlour, where he faid a 
daily ordinary was kept at which 
he migft dine when it was more 
ag recable to him to mix in war? : 

rut 
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but from this moment you are ne- 
ver to know me as matter of the 
houfe, and only to confider me as 
one of the sept My In order to put 
an end to all ceremony at meal- 
time, he took his place at random 
at the table, and thus all ideas of 
precedence being laid afide, the 
guetts feated themfelves promifcu- 
outly, without any regard :o differ- 
ence of rank or quality. There 
was a large room fitted up exattly 
like a coffee-houfe, where a bar- 
maid and waiters attended to fur- 
nifh refrefliments at all times of the 
day. Here, fuchas chofe it, break- 
fafied at their own hour. It wis 
furnifhed with chefs-boards, back- 
gammon tables, new{papers, pamph- 
lets, &c in all the forms of a city 
coftee-houfe. But the moft extra- 
ordinary circumitance in his whole 
domeitic arrangement, was that of 
a detached room in‘ onc of the ex- 
tremities of the houfe, called the 
tavern. As he was himfelf a very 
temperate man, and many of his 
gucits were of the fame difpofition, 
the quantity of wine for the ufe 
of the common room was but mo- 
derate ; but as drinking was much 
in fafhion in thofe days, in order 
to gratify fuch of his gueits as had 
indulged themfelves in that cuf- 
tom, he had recourfe to the above- 
mentioned contrivance ; and it was 
the cuttom of all who loved a cheer- 
ful glafs, to adjourn to the ta- 
vern foon after dinner, and leave 
the more fober folks to themfelves. 
Here a waiter in a blue apron at- 
tended, (as was the fafhion then) 
and all things in the room were 
contrived fo as to humour the iJlu- 
fion. Here, every one called for 
what liquor they liked, with as 
little reftraint as if they were really 
in a public-houfe, and to ay their 
fhare of the reckoning. Here too, 
the midnight orgies of Bacchus 
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were often celebrated, with the 
fame noify mirth as is cuftomary in 
his city temples, without in’ the 
leait diiturbing the repofe of the 
more fober part of the family, 
Games of all forts were allowed, 
but under fuch reftrictions as to 
prevent gambling; and fo as to 
antwer their true end, that of a. 
mufement, without injuring the 
purte of the players. ‘There were 
two billiard-tables, and a large 
bowling-green ; ample provifion 
was made tor all fuch as delighted 
in country {ports ; fithing tackle of 
all forts ; variety of guns with 
proper ammunition ; a pack of back. 
hounds, another of fox-hounds, 
and another of harriers. He con. 
itantly kept twenty choice hunters 
in his flables for the ufe of thofe 
who were not properly mounted 
for the chace. It may be thought 
that his income was not fuflicient 
to fupport fo expenfive an eftablih- 
ment; but when it is confidered 
that eight thoufand a year at that 
time was fully equal to dowble that 
fum at prefent; that his large de- 
mefne, in fome of the richett foil 
of Ireland, furnifhed the houfle 
with every neceflary except gro 
ceries and wine; it may be fup- 
pofed to be eafily practicable if 
under the regulation of a flrict eco- 
nemy ; of which no man was 4 
greater mafter. | am told his plan 
was fo well formed, and he had 
fuch checks upon all his dometiics, 
that it was impoilible there could 
be any wafie, or that any article 
from the larder, or a fingle bottle 
of wine from the cellar could have 
been purloined, without immediate 
detection. ‘This was done partly 
by the choice of faithful ftewards, 
and clerks of approved integrity 4 
but chicfv by his own fuperintends 
ance of the whole, as not a aay 
pafled without having all the atr 
counts 
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counts of the preceding one laid 
before him. ‘his he was enabled 
to do by his early rifing; and the 
bufinefs being finifhed before others 
were out ot “their beds, he always 
appeared the moft difengaged man 
in the houfe, and feemed to have 


as little concern in the conduct of 


jt as any of the guefts. And in- 
deed toa ftranger he might eafily 
pafs for fuch, as he made it a point 
that no one fhould confider him in 
the light of mafter of the houfe, 
nor pay him the leatft civilities on 
that fcore; which he carried fo 
far, that he fometimes went abroad 
without giving any notice, and 
ftaid away feveral days, while 
things went on as ufual at home; 
and on his return, he would not 
allew any gratulations to be made 
him, nor any other notice to be 
taken of him, than if he had not 
been abfent during that time. The 
arrangements of every fort were fo 
pr udently made, that no multipli- 
city of guetts or their domeitics, 
eyer occ: afioned any diforder, oad 
all things were conducted with the 
fame eafe and regularity as in a 
private family. ‘There was one 
point which feemed of great difl- 
culty, that of eflablifhine certain 
fignals, by which each fervant 
might know when he was fummon- 
ed to his matter’s apartment. For 
this purpofe there was a great hall 
appropriated to their ule, where 
they always afflembled when they 
were not upon duty. Along the 
wall bells were ranged in order, 
one to each apartment, with the 
number of the chamber marked 
over it; fo that when any one of 
them was rung, they had ‘only to 
turn their eyes to the bell l, and fee 
what fervant was called. He was 


the firit who put an end to that 
inhofpitable cultom of giving vales 
to feryants be by making a fuitable 
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addition to their wages; at the 
fame time affuring them, that if 
they ever took any afterwards, they 
fhould be difch: ireed with difgrace; 
and to prevent temptation, the 
guefts were informed that Mr. Ma- 
thew would confider it as the high- 
ett aflront, if any offer of that {ort 
were made. As Swift had heard 
much of this place from Dr. She- 
ridan, who had been often a wel- 
come gueit there, both on account 
of his companionable qualities, 
and as being preceptor to the ne- 
phew of Mr. Mathew, he was de- 
firous of fecing with his own eyes 
whether the report of it were true, 
which he could not help thinking 
to have been much exaggerated. 
Upon receiving an intimation of 
this from Dr. Sheridan. Mr. Ma- 
thew wrote a polite letter to the 
dean, requetting the honour of a 
vifit, in company with the doétor, 
on his next fchool vacation. They 
fet out accordingly on horfeback, 
attended by a gentleman who was 
a near relation of Mr, Mathew, 
and from whom I received the 
whole of the following account. 
They had fearce reached the ina 
where they were to pafs the firft 
night, an id which, like moft of the 
Irifh inns at that time, afforded 
but miferable entertainment, when 
a coach and fix horfes arrived, 
fent t convey them the remainder 
of their journey to Thomas-town ; 
and at the fame time bringing flore 
of the choiceit viands, wine, and 
other liquors for their refrethment. 
Swift was highly pleafed with this 
uncommon mark of attention paid 
him, and the circumitance of the 
coach proved particularly agree- 
able, as he had been a good deal 
fatigued with his day’ $ journey. 
When they came within fight of 
the houfe, the dean, aftonifhed at 
its magnitude, cried out, ** What, 
iQ 
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in the name of God can be the ufe 
of fuch a vaft building ?” “* Why, 
Mr. Dean,” replied their fellow- 
traveller before-mentioned, “* there 
are no lefs than forty apartments 
for guefls in that houfe, and all of 
them probably occupied at this 
time, except what are referved for 
us.” Swift, in his ufual manner, 
called out to the coachman to ftop, 
and bade him turn about, and drive 
him,back to Dublin, for he could 
not think of mixing with fuch a 
croud, ‘* Well,” faid he, after- 
wards fuddenly, ‘‘ there is no re- 
medy, I muft fubmit; but I have 
loft a fortnight of my life.” Mr. 
Mathew received him at the door 
with uncommon marks of refpect ; 
and then conducting him to his 
apartment, after fome compliments, 
made him his ufual fpeech; ac- 
quainting him with the cuftoms of 
the houfe, and retired, leaving him 
in poffeilion of his cafile. “Soon 
after the cook appeared with his 
bill of fare, to receive his direc- 
tions about fupper, and the butler 
at the fame time with a liil of wines 
and other liquors. ‘ And is all 
this really fo,”’ faid Swift ? ** and 
may I command here as in my own 
houfe ?”? The gentleman before- 
mentioned affured him he might, 
and that nothing could be more 
agreeable to the owner of that 
manfion, than that all under his 
roof fhould live conformably to 
their own inclinations, without the 
leaft reftraint. ** Well, then,” 
faid Swift, “* I invite you and Dr. 
Sheridan to be my guetts while I 
ftay, for I think | fhall hardly be 
tempted to mix with the mob be- 
low.”” ‘Three days were paffed in 
riding over the demefne, and view- 
ing the feveral improvements, with- 
out ever feeing Mr. Mathew, or 
any of his guefts; nor were the 
¢ompany below much concerned 
2 


at his abfence, as his very name 
ufually infpired thofe who ‘did not 
know him with awe, and the 

were afraid his prefence would put 
an end to that eafe and cheerful. 
nefs which reigned among them, 
On the fourth day, Swift entered 
the room where the company were 
afflembled before dinner, and ad. 
drefled Mr. Mathew in one of the 
finett complimental fpeeches that 
ever Was made ; in which he expa. 
tiated on all the beauties of ‘his 
improvements, with the {kill of ag 
artitt, and taite of a connoiffeur, 
He fhewed that he had a full com. 
prehenfion of the whole of the 
plan, and of the judicious adap. 
tion Of the parts to the whole, and 
pointed out feveral articles which 
had efcaped general obfervation, 
Such an addrefs, from a man of 
Swift’s character, could not fail of 
being pleafing to the owner, who 
was at the fame time the planner 
of thefe improvements ; and fo 
fine an eulogium from one who 
was fuppofed to deal more in fatyr 
than panegyric, was likely to re 
move the prejudice entertained a- 
gainft his character, and _prepoffels 
the reft of the company in his 
favour. He concluded his fpeech, 
by faying, ‘* And now, ladies and 
gentlemen, I am come to live a 
mong you, and it fhall be no fault 
of mine if we do not pafs our time 
agreeably. After dinner, being in 
high fpirits, he entertained the 
company with various pieafantries : 
Doctor Sheridan and he played i 
to one another’s hands; they 
joked, they punned, they laughed, 
‘and a general gaiety was diffufed 
through the whole companys In 
a fhort time all conttraint on bis 
account difappeared, He entered 
readily into all their little fcheines 
of promoting mirth, and every days 


with the afititance of his coadjutor 
pt 
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roduced fome new one, which 
afforded a good deal of fport and 
merriment, Never were tuch joy- 
ous fcenes known there before; 
for, when to eafe and cheerfulnefs, 


‘there is fupesadded, at times, the 


higher zeft of gay wit, lively fancy, 
and droll humour, nothing can 

wanting to the pertection of the fo- 
cial pleafures ot life. When the time 
came which obliged Dr. Sheridan to 
return to his fcheol, the company 
were fo delighted with thedean, that 
they earneftly intreated him to re- 
main there fome time longer ; and 
Mr. Mathew himielf for once broke 
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through his rule of never folicit- 
ing the ftay of any gueft, (it bein 
the eftablifhed cuitom of the houte 
that all might depart whenever 
they thought proper, without any 
ceremony of leave-taking) by join- 
ing in the requeit. Swift found. 
himfelf fo happy in his fieuation 
there, that he readily yielded to 
their folicitations, and inftead of 
the fortnight which he had origi- 
nally intended, pafied four months 
there much to his own fatisfaction, 
and that of all thofe who vifited 
the place during that time. 
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[From Sir Wiittam Jones’s Difcourfe delivered at Calcutta, on the 
Infitution of a Society for enquiring into the Hittory, Civil and 
Natural, the Antiquities, Arts, Sciences, and Literature of Alta.’””} 


a Lthough it is my humble 
opinion that, in order to 
enfure our fuccefs and permanence, 
we muft keep a middle courte be- 
tween 2 languid remiffrefs and an 
over-zealous activity—and that the 
tree, which you have aufpicioutly 
planted, will produce fairer blot- 
foms and more exquilite fruit, if 
it be not at firft expoted to too great 
a glare of funtfhine—yet | take the 
liberty of fubmitting to your con- 
fideration a few general ideas on 
the plan of our fociety ; affuring 
you that, whether you reject or 
approve them, your correction will 
give me both pleafure and inftruc- 
tion, as your flattering attentions 
have already conferred on me the 
higheft honour. 
“« It is your defign, I conceive, 
to take an ample fpace for your 
learned inveftigations, bounding 


them only by the geographical li- 


mits of Afia; fo that, confidering 
Hindoftan as a centre, and turning 
your eyes in idea to the north, 
you have on your right many im- 
portant kingdoms in the eaftern 
peniniula—the ancient and won- 
derful empire of China, with all 
her ‘Tartarian dependencies; and 
that of Japan, with the cluf- 
ter of precious iflands, in which 
many fingular curiofities have too 
long been concealed. Before you 
lies that prodigions chain of moun- 
tains, which formerly, perha 
were. a barrier againft the violence 
of the fea; and beyond them, the 
very interefling country of Tibet, 
and the vaft regions of Tartary, 
from which, as from the Trojan 
horfe of the poets, have iffued fo 
many confummate warriors, whofe 
domain has extended at leaft from 
the banks of the Hiffus to the 
mouths of the Ganges. On oo 
ert 
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left are the beautiful and celebrat- 
ed provinces of Iran or Pertia; 
the unmeafured, and perhaps un- 
meafurabie, deierts of Arabia ; 
and the once flourifhing kingdom 
of Yemen, with the pleafant ifles 
that the Arabs have fubdued or co- 
lonized: and farther weftward, 
the Afiatic dominions of the ‘Turk- 
ifh fultans, whofe moon {eems ap- 
proaching rapidly to its wane. - By 
this great circumference the field 
of your ufeful refearches will be 
inclofed : but fince Egypt had un- 

ueflionably an old connection with 
this country, if not with China— 
fince the language and literature 
of the Abyflinians bear a manifett 
affinity to thofe of Atia—tince the 
Arabian arms prevailed along the 
African coait ot the Mediterranean, 
and even erected a powerful dynatty 
on the continent of Europe—y: 1 
may not be ditpleafed occafionally 
to follow the fiream of Afiatic 
learning a little beyond its natural 
boundary : and if it be neceflary 
or convenient that a fhort name or 
epithet be given to our foctety, in 
order to diitinguifh it in the world, 
that of Afiatic appears both claffical 
and proper, whether we confider 
the place or the object of the in- 
ftitution; and preferable to Ori- 
ental, which is in truth a word 
merely relative, and though com- 
monly ufed in Europe, conveys no 
very diltinct idea. 

« If now it. be afked, What are 
the intended objects of our enqui- 
ries within thefe fpacivus limits? 
we anfwer, MAN and naTUuRE— 
whatever is performed by the one, 
or produced by the other. Human 


knowledge has been elegantly ana- 
lyfed according to the three great 
faculties of the mind, memory, 
reafon, and imagination; which 
we conftantly find employed in ar- 
ranging and retaining, comparing 
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and diftinguithing, combining and 
diverfifying the ideas, which we 
receive through our fenfes, or ac. 
quire by reflection: hence the 
three main branches of learnin 

are, hiitory, fcience, and art, The 
firft comprehends either an account 
of natural productions, or the fee 
nuine records of empires and fates: 
the fecond embraces the whole cir. 
cle of pure and mixed mathematics 
together with ethics and law, i 
far as they depend on the reafonin 

faculty : and the third/includes ail 
the beauties of imagery, and the 
charms of invention, difplayed in 
modulated language, or reprefent- 
ed by colour, figure, or found, 

** Arreeably to this analyfis, 
you will inveftigate whatever is 
rare in the ftupendous fabric of na- 
ture—will correct the geography 
of Afia by new obfervations and 
difcoveries—will trace the annals 
and even traditions of thofe na- 
tions, who from time to time have 
peopled or defolated it—and will 
bring to light their various forms 
of government, with their inftitu- 
tions civil and religious: you will 
examine their improvements and 
methods in arithmetic and geome- 
try—in trigonometry, menfura 
tion, mechanics, optics, altrono- 
my, and general phyfics; their 
{yftems of morality, grammar, rhe- 
toric and dialectic; their fkill in 
chirurgery and medicine ; and their 
advancement, whatever it may be, 
in anatomy and chymiftry. To 
this you will add refearches ito 
their agriculture, manufactures, 
trade; and, whilft you enquire 
with pleafure into their mulic, af 
chitecture, painting, and poetry, 
will not neglect thofe inferior arts, 
by which the comforts and even 
elegancies of focial life are fupplied 
or improved.—You may obierve 
that I have omitted their languags, 








the diverfity and difficulty of which 
ate a fad obftacle to the progrefs of 
yfeful knowledge. But I have 
ever confidered languages as the 
mere inftruments of real learning, 
and think them improperly con- 
founded with learning itfelf: the 
attainment of them is, however, 
indifpenfably neceflary ; and if to 
the Perfian, Armenian, Turkith, 
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and Arabic, could be added not 


only the Samfcrit, the treafures of 
which we may now hope to fee 
unlocked—but even the Chinefe, 
Tartarian, Japanefe, and the va- 
rious infular dialects, an immenfe 
mine would then be open, in which 
we might labour with equal delight 
and advantage.” 





The ADVANTAGES of a TASTE for the BEAUTIES of NATURE. 


[From Dr. Percivau’s *¢ Moral and Literary Differtations.’’) 


a HAT fenfibility to beauty, 

which when cultivated 
and improved, we term tafle, is 
univerfally diffuled through the 
human {pecies: and it is mott uni- 
form with refpect to thofe objects, 
which, being out of our power, 
are not liable to variation, from 
accident, caprice, or fafhion. The 
verdant lawn, the fhady grove, 
the variegated landicape, the bound- 
lefs ocean, and the ittarry firma- 
ment, are contemplated with plea- 
fure by every attentive beholder, 
But the emotions of different {pec- 
tatows, though fimilar in kind, dif- 
fer widely in degree: and to relith, 
with full delight, the enchanting 
{cenes of nature, the inind mutt be 
uncorrupted by avarice, fenfual- 
ity, ar ambition; quick in her 
fenfibilities ; elevated in her fenti- 
ments; and devout in her affece- 
tions. He, who poifefies fuch ex- 
alted powers of perception and en- 
joyment, may alinoit fay, with the 
poet, 


‘I care not,’Fortune! what you me 
deny ; 
You cannot rob me of free Nature's grace; 
You cannot fhut the windows of the tky, 
Through which Ayrora fhews her bright- 
- ening face; 


You cannot bar my conftant feet to trace 

The woods and lawns, by living itream, 
at eve : 

Let health my nerves and finer fibres 
brace, 

And I their toys to die great children 
leave : 

Of fancy, reafon, virtue, nought can me 
bereave.”’ 

* Perhaps fuch ardent enthue 
fiafm may not be compatible with 
the neceifary toils, and active of- 
fices, which Providence has affign- 
ed tothe generality of men. But 
there are none, to whom fome por- 
tion of it may not prove advanta- 
geous; and if it were cherifhed, 
by each individual, in that degree 
which is confiltent with the indif- 
pentable duties of his ftation, the 
telicity of human life would be 
contiderably augmented. From 
this fource, the refined and vivid 
pleafures of the imagination are 
almoft entirely derived: and the 
elegant arts owe their choicelt 
beauties to a tafte for the contem- 
plation of nature. Painting and 
{culpture are exprefs imitations of 
vilible objects: and where would 
be the charms of poetry, if divett- 
ed of the imagery and embellith- 
ments, which fhe borrows from 
rural fcenes? Painters, ftatuarics, 

and 
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and s, therefore, are always 
ambitious to acknowledge them- 
felves the pupils of nature; and 
as their fkill increafes, they grow 
more and more delighted with every 
view of the animal and vegetable 
world. But the pleafure refulting 
from admiration 1s tranfient ; an 
to cultivate tafle, without regard 
to its influence on the paffions and 
affections, ** is to rear a tree for 
its blofioms, which 1s capable of 
ielding the richeit, and moft va- 
uable fruit.”” Phyfical and moral 
beauty bear fo intimate a relation 
to each other, that they may be 
confidered as different gradations 
m the fcale of excellence : and the 
knowledge and relith of the for- 
mer, fhould be deemed only a ttep 
to the nobler and more permanent 
enjoyments of the larter. 

«¢ Whoever has vifited the Lea- 
fowes, in Warwickfhire, mutt have 
felt the force and propriety of an 
infcription, which meets the eye, 
at the entrance into thofe delight- 
ful grounds. 


«Would you then tafte the tranquil 


fcene? 
Be fure your bofoms be ferene ; 
Devoid of hate, devo'd of ftrile, 
Devoid of all that poifoys life : 
And much it ‘vails you, in their place 
To graft the love of human race.” 


«Now fuch fcenes contribute 

werfully to infpire that ferenity, 
which is neceflary to enjoy, and to 
heighten their beauties. By a fe- 
cret contagion, the foul catches 
the harmony, which fhe contem- 

lates ; and the frame within, affi- 
milates itielf to that which is with- 
out. For, 


“ Who can forbear to fmile with Na- 
ture? Can 
‘The ftormy paffions in the bofom roll, 
“While every gale is peace, and every 
. grove 


Is melody ?”” 
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“* In this ftate of fiveet com 
fure, we become fufceptible of Virs 
tuous impreffions, from almoft eve 
furrounding object. The patie 
Ox is “viewed with generous pg 
placency ; ¢).> guilelefs theep, with 
pity; and the playful lamb raifes 
emotions of tendernefs and Joye 
Ww € rejoice with the horfe, in his 
libe vty and exemption from toil, 
while he ranges at large through 
enamelled paftures ; and the frolics 
of the colt would afford unmixed 
delight, did we not recolleg the 
bondage, which he is foon to un- 
dergo. We are charmed with the 
fong of birds, foothed with the 
buzz of infects, and pleafed with 
the fportive motions of fifhes, be. 
caufe thefe are expreflions of en. 
joyment ; and we exult in the felj- 
city of the whole animated crea- 
tion. Thus an equal and exten. 
five benevolence is called forth in- 
to exertion ; and having felt a com- 
mon intere{l in the cratifications of 
inferior beings, we fhall be no lon- 
ycr indifferent to their fufferings, 
or become wantonly inftrumental 
in producing them. 

‘It feems to be the intention 
of Providence, that the lower or- 
der of animals fhould be fubfer- 
vient to the comfort, convenience, 
and fuflenance of man. But his 
right of dominion extends no far- 
ther; and if this ‘right be exer- 
cifed with mildnefs, humanity, and 
juttice, the fubjeéts of his power 
will be no lefs benefited than him- 
felf. For various fpecies of a 
creatures are annually multiplie 
by human art, improved in their 
perceptive powers by human cul- 
ture, and plentifully fed by human 
induftry. ‘The relation, therefore, 
is reciprocal, between fuch anl- 
mals and man; and he may fup- 
ply his own wants by the ufe of 


their labour, the produce of their 
, . bodies, 
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bodies, and even the facrifice of 
their lives ; whilit he ¢o-operates 
with all-gracious heaven, in pro- 
moting happinets, the great end of 
exiftence. ‘ 

«* But though it be true, that 
partial evil, with refpect to dif- 
ferent orders of fenfitive beings, 
may be univerfal good ; and that 
it is a wile and benevolent inflitu- 
tion of nature, to make dettruction 
itfelf, within certain limitations, 
the caufe of an increafe of life 
and enjoyment; yet a generous 
perfon will extend his compattion- 
ate regards to every individual, 
that futters for his fake: and, whilit 
he fighs 

« Ev'n for the kid, or lamb, that pours 

its life 
Beneath the bloody knife ;" 
he will naturally be folicitous to 
mitigate pain, both in duration and 
degree, by the gentleit modes of 
inflicting at. 

‘¢ | am inclined to believe, how- 
ever, that this fenfe of humanity 
would foon be obliterated, and that 
the heart would grow callous to 


severy foft impreffion, were it not 


for the benignant influence of the 
filing face of nature. 1 he count 
de Lauzun, when imprifoned by 
Louis X!V. in the cattle of Pig- 
nerol, amufed himfelf, during a 
long period of time, with catching 
flies, and delivering them to be de- 
voured by a rapacious {pider. Such 
an entertainment was equally fin- 
gular and cruel ; and inconfiftent, 
I believe, with his former charac- 
ter, and fubfequent turn of mind, 
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But his cell had no window; and 
received only a glimmering light, 
from an aperture in the roof. In 
lefs unfavourable circumftances, 
may we not prefume, that intlead 
of tporting with mifery, he would 
have releafed the agonifing flies ; 
and bid them enjoy that freedom, 
of which he himfelt was bereaved ? 
. ** But the tafle for natural beau- 
ty is. fubfervient to higher pur- 
poles than thofe which have been 
enumerated: and the cultivation 
of it not only refines and huma- 
nies, but dignifies and exalts the 
afie-ions. it elevates them to the 
admiration and love of that Being, 
who is the author of all that is 
fair, fublime, and good in the 
Creation. Scepticiim and irreligion 
are hardly compatibie with the 
fenfibiliry of heart, wich ar fes 
from a jutt and lively reliih of the 
wifdom, harmony, and order fub- 
fitting in the world around us: 
and emotions of picty muit {pring 
up fpontaneoutly in the bofom, 
that is in unifon with all animated 
nature. Actuated by this divine 
infpiration, man finds a fane in 
every grove: and glowing with 
devout fervour, he joins his tong 
to the univerfal chorus ; or mufes 
the praife of the Almighty, in 
more expretlive filence.. Thus 
they 


“© Whom Nature's works can charm, 
with God hinielf 
Hold converie; grow familiar, day by 
day, 
With his conceptions; act upon his plan; 
And form to his, the relith of their fouls,” 
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{From Captain Cook’s Voyage to the Pacific Ocean.) 


« N the fecond of November, 

at four in the afternoon, I 
took the advantage of a breeze, 
which theri fprang up at Eaft, and 
failed out of the harbour. Mott 
of our friends remained on board 
till the fhips were under fail, when, 
to gratify their curiofity, I ordered 
five guns to be fired. They then 
all took their leave, except Omai, 
who remained till we were at fea. 
We had come to fail by a hawfer 
fattened to the fhore. In cafting 
the fhip, it parted, being cut by 
the rocks, and the outer end was 


left behind; as thofe who catt it 


off, did not perceive that it was 
broken ; fo that it became necefla 
to fend a boat to bring it on boat 
In this boat Omai went afhore, af- 
ter taking a very affectionate fare- 
well of all the officers. He fuftain- 
ed himfelf with a manly refolution, 
till he came tome. Then his ut- 
moft efforts to conceal his tears 
failed ; and Mr. King, who went 
in the boat, told me, that he wept 
all.the time in going afhore. 

** Tt was no {mall fatisfaction to 
reflect, that we had brought him 
fafe back*to the very fpot from 
which he was taken, And yet, 
fuch is the ftrange nature of human 
affairs, that it is probable we left 
him in a lefs defirable fituation 
than he was in before his connexion 
with us. I do not, by this, mean, 
that, becaufe he has tatted the 
iweets of civilized life, he mutt 
become more miferable from being 
obliged to abandon all thoughts of 
continuing them, | confine myfelf 
to this fingle difagreeable circum- 
ftance, that the advantages he re- 
ecived from us have placed him ia 


> 
oo 


a more hazardous fituation, with ' 


refpect to his perfonal fafety. Omai 
from being much careffed ‘in Rage 
land, loft fight of his original 
condition ; and never confidered in 
what manner his acquifitions, ¢. 
ther of knowledge or of riches, 
would be eftimated by his coun. 
trymen, at his return; which were 
the only things he could have to 
recommend him to them now more 
than before, and op which he could 
build either his future greatnefs or 
happinefs, He feemed even to have 
mittaken their genius in this re- 
fpect; and, in fome meafure, to 
have forgotten their cuftoms; 


otherwife he mutt have known the . 


extreme difficulty there would be 
in getting himfelf admitted as a 
perfon of rank, where there is, 
perhaps, no inftance of a man’s 
being raifed from an inferior tta 
tion by the greateft merit. Rank 
feems to be the very foundation of 
all diftinétion here, and of its at- 
tendant, power; and fo pertina- 
cioufly, or rather blindly adhered 
to, that, unlefs a perfon has fome 
degree of it, he will certainly be 
defpifed and hated, if he affumes 
the appearance of exercifing any 
authority. This was really the 
cafe, in fome meafure, with Omal, 
@hough his countrymen were pretty 
cautious of expreffing their fenti 
ments while we remained among 
them. Had he made a proper ule 
of the: prefents he brought with 
him from England, this, with the 
knowledge he had 64 by tra- 
velling fo far, might have enabled 
him to form the moft ufeful_con- 
nections. But we have given Coe 
many inftances, in the courle 

our 
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our narrative, of his childifh in- 
attention to this obvious means of 
advancing his intere(t. His {chemes 
feemed to be of a higher, though 
ridiculous nature ; indeed, I might 
fay, meaner; for revenge, rather 
than a defire of becoming great, 
appeared to a‘tuate him trom the 
beginnings This, however, ma 

be excufed, if we confider that it 
is common to his countrymen. His 
father was, doubtleis, a man of 
confiderable property in Ulietea, 
when that ifland was conquered by 
thofe of Bolabola ; and, with many 
others, fought refuge in Huabcine, 
where he died, and left Omai, with 
fome other children, who, by that 
means, became totally dependent. 
In this fituation he was taken up 
by Captain Furneaux, and carried 
to England. Whether he really 
expected, from his treatment there, 
that any atliftance would be given 
him againft the enemies of his fa- 
ther and his country ; or whether 
he imagined that his own perfonal 
courage, and fuperiority of know- 
ledge, would be fufficient to dif- 
potiefs the conquerors of Ulietea, 
is uncertain; but from the begin- 
ning of the voyage, this was his 
conftant theme. He would not 
liten to our remonttrances on fo 
wild a determination ; but flew into 
a patlion, if more moderate and 
reatonable counfels were propofed 
for his advantage. Nay, fo infa- 
tuated and attached to his favourite 
fcheme was he, that he affected to 
believe thefe people would cer- 
tathly quit the conquered iiland, as 
toon as they fhould hear of his ar- 
rival in Otaheite. As we advane- 
ed, however, on our voyage, he 
became more fenfible of his error; 
and, by the time we reached the 
Friendly Iflands, had even fuch 
appre henfions of his reception at 
home, that, as I have mentioned 
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in my journal, he would fain have 
ftaid behind at Tongataboo, under 
Feenou’s protection. At thefe itlands 
he fquandered away much of his 
European treafure very unnecefla- 
rily; and he was equally impru- 
dent, as I alfo took notice of above, 
at Tiaraboo, where he could have 
no view of making friends, as he 
had not any intention of remain- 
ing there, At Matavai he conti- 
nued the fame inconfiderate beha- 
viour, till I abfolutely put a ftop 
to his profufion; and he formed 
fuch improper conneétions there, 
that Otoo, who was, at firft, much 
difpofed to countenance him, af- 
terward openly expreffed his dif- 
like of him, on account of hie 
conduct. It was not, however, 
too late to recover his favour; and 
he might have fettled, to great ad- 
vantage, in @taheite, as he had 
formerly lived feveral years there, 
and was now a good deal noticed 
by Towha, whofe valuable pre- 
fent, of a very large double canoe, 
we have feen above. The objec- 
tion to admitting him to foine rank 
would have alfo been much leffen- 
ed, if he had fixed at Otaheite ; as 
a native will always find it more 
dificult to accomplith fuch a change 
of ftate amongit his countrymen, 
than a ftranger, who naturally 
claims refpect. But Omai remain- 
ed undetermined to the laft, and 
would not, I believe, have adopted 
my plan of fettlement in Huaheine, 
if | had not fo explicitly refufed to 
employ force in reftoring him to his 
father’s pofleffions. Whether the 
remains of his European wealth, 
which, after all his improvident 
waite, was fill confiderable, will 
b+ more prudently adminiftered by 
him, or whether the fleps I took, 
2s already explained, to infure him 
protection in Huaheine, thall have 
proved effectual, muft be left to the 

N 2 decifion 
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decifion of future navigators of 
this ocean, with whom it cannot 
but be a principal object of curio- 
fity to trace the future fortunes of 
our traveller. At prefent, I can 
only conjecture, that his greatett 
dancer will arife from the very im- 
politic declarations of his antipathy 
to _ inhabitants of Bolabola. For 
thefe people, from a principle of 
jealouly, will, no doubt, endea- 
vour to render him obnoxious to 
thofe of Kiuaheine ; as they are at 
peace with that ifland at prefent, 
and may eafily effect their deligns, 
many of them living there. ‘!his 
is a circumiance, which, of all 
others, he might the moit eafily 
have avoided. For they were not 
only free from any averfion to him, 
but the perion mentioned before, 
whom we found at ‘liaraboo as an 
ambaffador, prieft, or God, abfo- 
lutely offered to reintlate him in 
the property that was formerly his 
father’s. But he refufed this pe- 
remptorily ; and, to the very latt, 
continued determined to take the 
firft opportunity that offered of fa- 
tisfying his revenge in battle. To 
this I guefs he is not a little {purred 
by the coat of mail he brought 
from England, clothed in which, 
and in pofleffion of fome fire-arms, 
he fancies that he fhall be invin- 
cible. 

‘¢ Whatever faults belonged to 
Omai’s character, they were more 
than overbalanced by his great 
vood-nature and docile difpofition. 
During the whole time he was with 
me, i very feldum had reaion to 
be ferioutly difpleafed with his ge- 
neral conduct. itis grateful heart 
always retained the highe't fenfe of 
the favours he had received in 
Ingland; nor will he ever forget 
thule who honoured him with their 


protection and ‘friendthip, duri 
his tiay there. He hada tolerable 
fhare of underftanding, but wanted 
application and . erieverance to 
sant te: Be ee 

; y general, and, in 
many inftances, impertect. He was 
not a man of much obfervation, 
There were many ufeful arts, as 
wellas elegantamufements, amongtt 
the people of the Friendly Iflands, 
which he might have conveyed to 
his own, where they probabl 
would have been readily ane | 
as being fo much in their own 
way. but I never found that he 
ufed the leaft endeavour to make 
himfelf matter of any one. ‘This 
kind of indifference is, indecd, the 
characteriflic foible of his nation. 
Europeans have vifited them, at 
times, tor thefe ten years paft; yet 
we could not difcover the flightett 
trace of any attempt to profit by 
this intercourfe ; nor have they 
hitherto copied after us in any one 
thing. We are not, therefore, to 
ex pect that Omai will be able to in- 
troduce many of our arts and cul- 
toms amongit them, or much im- 
prove thofe to which they have 
been long habituated. I am con- 
fident, however, that he will en- 
deavour to bring to perfection the 
various fruits and vegetables we 
planted, which will be no {mall 
acquifition, But the greateit be- 
nefit thefe iflands are likely to re- 
ceive from Ovai’s travels, will be 
in the animals that have been lett 
upon them, which probably they 
never would have got, had he net 
come to England. When thele 
multiply, of which I think there 
is little doubt, Otaheite, and the 
Society Iflands, will equal, if not 
exceed, any place in the knowa 
world, for proyifions.” 
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ODE for th NEW YEAR, 1784. 


By Witttam Waitensrapn, Efq. Poet-Laureat. 


Elufive is the poet’s dream, 
Or does prophetic truth infpire 
The zeal which prompts the glowing theme, 
And animates th’ according lyre ? 


Truft the Mufe: her eye commands 

Dittant times, and dittant lands ; 
Thro’ burfting clouds in opening skies 
Sees from difcord union rife, 

And friendfhip bind unwilling foes 

In firmer ties than duty knows, 


Torn rudely from its parent tree, 
Yon fcion rifing in the Weft 
Will foon its genuine glory fee, 
And court again the toftering breaft, 
Whofe nurture gave its powers to {pread, 
And feel their force and lift an alien head. 
The parent tree, when florms impend, 
Shall own affection’s warmth again, 
‘Again its foit’ring aid fhall lend, 
Nor hear the fuppliant plead in vain ; 
Shall ftretch protecting branches round, 
Extend the fhelter, and forget the wound, 


Two Britains thro’ th’ admiring world 
Shall wing their way with fails unfurl’d, 
Each from the other kindred fate 
Avert, by turns, the bolts of fate ; 

And aéts of mutual amity endear 
The Tyre and Carthage of a wider fphere. 


When Rome’s divided eagles flew, 
And different thrones her empire knew, 
The varying language foon disjoin’d 
The boatted matters of mankind. 

But here no ills like thofe we fear, 
No varying language threatens here: 
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Congenial worth, congenial flame, 

Their manners and their arts the fame, 

To the fame tongue fhall glowing themes afford, 

And Britifh heroes a¢t, and Britifh bards tecord, 
Fly fwift ye years, ve minutes hatte, 

And in the facies lofe the patt ; 

O’er many a thought-affecting tale, 

Oblivion, caft thy friendly veil ; 

Let not Memory breathe a figh, 

Or backward turn th’ indignant eye ; 

Nor the infidious arts of foes 

Enlarge the breach, that longs to clofe ; 

But acts of amity alone infpire 

Firm faith and cordial love, and wake the willing lyre, 


[From the Publication fo entitled, ] 


iy vain may Greatnefs mount her regal throne, 
And fhine awhile in fplendour not her qwn ; 
Succeeding time the character pourtrays, 

The cenfure fixes, or confirms the praife ; 

Juft, tho’ fevere, it pulls her trophies down, 

And tears the laurel even from the crown. 


Let Caledonia boaft Maria’s reign, 
And of her wrongs to latett times complain : 
Beauty and grace may living flrike the eye, 
But virtue only pleafes when we die. 


What tho* Eliza’s name be ftill rever’d 
(At home mo8 lov’d, by foreign foes moft fear‘d), 
Yet cruel policy her glory croft, 
And all the monarch gain’d, the woman loft. 


Let Gallia’s queen, in thefe ill-judging days, 

Delight in palitics’ deftructive maze ; 

*T'is thine to cultivate the arts of peace, 

To bid diffracting feuds and difcord ceate ; 
Uprear’d by thee fee infant Genius rife, « 

And tow’r fecurely to its native fkies ; 

Thy regal bounties thus alike infpire 

The painter’s pencil and the poct’s fire, 


When lovely Harrop fwell*é her vocal throat, 
The foul of Mufic fpoke in every note. 
Tis mufic ever rules the feeling breaft, 
And warms the heart to fuccour the diftreft ; 
Poffefs’d and patroniz’d fo well by thee, 
*Tis rapture, charity, Benignity, 
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In early youth thy early virtues fhone, 
Adorn’d thy birth, and mark’d thée for a throne, 
When Pruffia’s monarch wav’d his reeking brand, 
And trod in fteps of blood thy native land, 

With folded arms the peafant view’d afar 

The dreadful ravage of wide-watting war ; 

Sunk his gay hopes, and mock’d his {tubborn toil, 
His fireaming eye bedew’d the bladele{s foil : 

Thy patriot heart then felt a nation’s woe, 

And bade ftrong fenfe in nervous language flow. 
Fed by thy hand, protected by thy care, 

For thee they grateful pour the ceafelefs prayer : 
Heaven nods affent with a propitious finile, 

And points to Britain’s king and Britain’s itle. 


ODE for His MAJESTY’s BIRTH-DAY, June 4, 1784. 


Written by Wittram WarteneAn, Efq. 


AIL to the day whofe beams, again 
Returning, claim the choral ftrain, 
And bid us breathe our annual vows 
To the firit pow’r that Britain knows ; 
The power which, though itfelf reitrain’d, 
And fubject to that juft controul 
Which many an arduous conflict gain’d, 
Connects, unites, and animates the whole. 


Yon radiant fun, whofe central force 
Winds back each Planet’s vagrant courfe, 
And through the fyftems holds imperial fway, 
Bound by the fame inherent laws, 
Even whilft it feems the active caufe, 
Promotes the gen’ral good as much confin'd as they, 


That wond’rous plan, through ages fought 
Which elder Egypt never taught, 
Nor Greece with all her letter’d lore, 
Nor ftruggling Rome could e’er explore, 
Though many a form of rule fhe try’d:; 
That wond’rous plan has Britain found, 

Which curbs licentioufnefs and pride, 

Yet leaves true liberty without a wound, 


‘The fierce Plantagenets beheld 
It’s growing ttrength, and deign’d to yield ; 
Th’ imperious Tudors frown’d and felt aggriev'd ; 
Th’ unhappy race whote faults we mourn, 
Delay’d awhile its wifh’d return, ’ 
Till Brunfwick perfected what Nafiau had atchiev'd, 
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From that bright era o: renown 
Aftrea walks the world again ; 

Her fabled form the nations own, 
With all th’ attendant bieifings in her train. 


Hark ! with what gen’ral loud acclaim 
They veneraté the Britifh name, 
When torms of rule are in the balance weigh’d ; 
And pour their torrents of applaufe 
On the fair Ifle, whofe equal laws 
Controul the fceptre, and protect the fpade, 


The triple chain, which binds them faft, 
Like Homer’s golden one, defcends from Jove : 
Long may the facred union lait 
And the mix’d pow’rs in mutual concert move, 
Each temp’ring each, and lift’ning to the call 
Of genuine public good, bleit fource and end of all! 


VERSES to her GRACE the DUTCHESS of DEVONSHIRE, 





By Mr. Hayeey. 
[From the Dedication to his Plays. ] 


a great and fair, in every age and clime, 
Receive free homage from the fons of rhyme: 
Bend, ye ambitious bards, at Grandeur’s fhrine ! 
Be Power your Patron! Wit and Beauty mine !— 
‘To thee, whom elegance has taught to pleafe 
By ferious dignity, or fportive cafe ; 
Whom Virtue hails, at Pleafure’s feflive rites, 
Chafte arbiter of art’s refin’d delights : 
To thee, fair Devon! I breathe this votive ftrain ;] 
Nor dread th’ averted ear of proud difdain ; 
For O, if mufic has not bleit my lyre, 
A lovelier fpirit of th’ etherial choir, 
Joy-breathing Gratitude, that hallow’d gueft, 
Who fires with heavenly zeal the human breaft, 
Fids my weak voice her {welling note prolong, 
And confecrate to thee her tributary fong. 

When firft my anxious Mufe’s fav’rite child, 
Her young Serena, artlefs, fimple, wild, 
}refum’d from privacy’s fafe feenes to fly, 
And met in giddy hafte the public eye ; 
Thy gencrous pr.ife her trembling youth fuftain’d, 
The {mile fhe dar’d not afk, from thee fhe gain’d ; 
And tound 2 eucrdian in the gracious Devon, 
kind as the regent of her fancied heaven.— 
The flatter’d Mufe, whofe ofspring thou haft bleft, 
An the tond pride that rules a parent’s breait, 

Prefents 
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Prefents thus boldly to thy kind embrace 

This little group ot her fucceeding race. 

Blett ! if by pathos true to Nature’s law, 

From thy foft bofom they may haply draw 
Thofe tender fighs, that eloquently thew 

‘The virtues of the heart trom whence they flow ! 
. Bieit! it by foibles humoroutiy hit 

In the light fcenes that aim at comic wit, 

‘I hey turn thy pentive charms te mirthtul grace, 
And wake the fprightly iweetneis of thy face! 


While thus the proud enthufiaft would afpire 
To change thy beauties with her changing lyre ; 
Much as fhe wants the talent and the right, 

To fhew thy various charms in varied light, 
O might the Mufe, intruding on thy bower, 
From her fair patron catch the magic power 
Frequent to meet the public eye, and {till 
‘That fickle eye with tond amazement fill ! 
Let her, if this vain wifh 1s loit in air, 
Breathe from her grateful heart a happier prayer! 
Howe’er her different tables may give birth 
To fancied woe, and vifionary mirth ; 

May all thy griefs belong to Fiction’s reign, 
And wound thee only with a pleafing pain! 
May thy light fpirit, on the fea of life, 
Elude the rocks of care, the guits of ftrife, 
And fafely, as the never-finking buoy, 
Float on th’ unebbing flood of real joy ! 


To a young LADY, with fome FLOWERS. By Mr. Ricnarnson. 


[From that Gentleman’s Anecdotes of the Ruffian Empire.) 


O thee, fweet fmiling maid, I bring 
The beauteous progeny of {pring : 
Tn every breathing bloom I find 
Some fileafing emblem of thy mind, 
‘The bluthes of that opening rofe 
Thy tender modetty difclofe. 
Thefe {now-white lilies of the vale 
Diffufing fragrance to the gale, 
No oftentatious tints aflume, 
Vain of their exquifite —— ; 
Carelefs, and fweet, and mild, we fee 
In them a lovely type of thee. 
In yonder gay-enamel’d field, 
Serene that azure bloflom {mil’d : 
Not changing with the changeful tky, 
Its faithful tints inconftant fly ; 
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For, unimpair’d by winds and rain, 

I faw th’ unalter’d hue remain. 

So were thy mild affections prov’d, 
Thy heart by Fortune’s frown unmoy’d 
Pleas’d to adminitier relief, 

In times of woe would folace grief. 
Thefe flowers with genuine beauty glow ; 
The tints from Nature’s pencil flow : 

What artift could improve their bloom? 

Or fweeter make their fweet perfume ? 
Fruitlefs the vain attempt, Like thefe 

Thy native truth, thine artlefs eafe, 

Fair, unaffected maid, can never fail to pleafe, 


VERSES to a LADY, who had gone from St. Peterfourg to Londoa, 





requefling her RETURN. By the fame Gentleman, 
[From the fame Work.] 


Efbia, return—I cannot fay 
_4 TO flowery fields, and feaions gay : 
The Mufe, defponding, cannot fing 
Of the {weet garniture of {pring ; 
Of funny hills, and verdant vales, 
And groves, and ftreams, and gentle gales: 
Thefe, in more hofpitable climes, 
May run mellifluent in my rhymes : 
For winter, hoary and fevere, 
Rules an imperious defpot here. 
Jn chains the headlong flood he binds, 
He rides impetuous on the winds ; 
Before him awful forefts bend, 
And tempeits in his train contend, 
But what tho’ wintry winds prevail, 
And Boreas fends his rattling hail, 
Siberian fnows, and many a blait, & 
Howling along the dreary waite, 
From Samoida to the fhores, 
Where black with ftorms the Euxine roars ; 
Thy blamelefs wit, thy polith’d fenfe, 
Can eafe and gaiety difpenfe. . 
Come, then, enchanting maid, and bring 
‘The kindly influence of fpring ; 
Come, with thy animating air, 
And Nature’s weary wafte repair, 
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An ODE to SPRING. By Swirr’s Mifs Vannomaicn, 


[From Mr. Suerspan’s Life of Dr. Swirr,] 


AIL, blufhing goddefs, beauteous Spring, 
Who, in thy. jocund train doft bring 
Loves and graces, imiling hours, 
Balmy breezes, fragrant flowers, 
Come, with tints of rofeate hue, 
Nature’s faded charms renew. 


Yet why fhould I thy prefence hail ? 
To me no more the breathing gale 
Comes fraught with fweets, no more the rofg 
With fuch tranfcendent beauty blows, 

As when Cadenus bleft the {cene, 

And fhar’d with me thofe joys ferene. 
When, unperceived, the lambent fire 
Of friendfhip kindled new defire ; 

Still liftening to his tuneful tongue, 
The truths which angels might have fung, 
Divine impreit their gentle fw: fay, 

And {weetly ftole my foul away, 

My guide, infiructor, lover, friend, 
{Dear names!) in one idea blend ; 
Oh! {till conjoin’d, your incenfe rife, 
And waft fweet odours to the fkjes. 


An ODE to WISDOM, By the fame Lady, 
[From the fame Work.} 
O H Pallas! I invoke thy aid! 


Vouchfafe to hear a wretched maid, 
y tender love deprett ; 
? a is at that thou fhould’tt heal the {mart, 
Inflicted by thy fubtle art, 
And calm my troubled breaft, 


No random fhot. from Cupid’s bow, 
But by thy guidance, foft and flow, 
It funk within my heart ; 
Thus, Love being arm’d with Wifdom’s force, 
Jp vain | try to ftop its courfe, 
In vain repel the dart. 


O goddefs, break the fatal league, 

Let Lov e, with Folly and Intrigue, 
More fit affociates find ! 

And thou alone, within my breaft, 

—! deign to foothe my cme to reft, 
And heal my tortur’d mind, 
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SONNET. To a Nightingale. 


{From Cuartorts Smitn’s Elegiac Sonnets, and other Effays.) 


OOR melancholy bird, that all night long 
‘Yell’it to the moon thy tale of tender woe ; 
From what fad caufe can fuch fweet forrow flow, 
And whence this mournful melody of fong ? 


Thy poet’s muting fancy would tranflate 

What mean the founds that fwell thy little breaft, 

When {lill at dewy eve thou leav’ft thy neft, 
Thus to the lifening night to fing thy fate. 

Pale Sorrow’s victims wert thou once among, 

‘Tho’ now releas’d in woodlands wild to rove, 

Or hatt thou felt from friends fome cruel wrong, 
Or diedft thou martyr of difatirous love ? r 
Ah! fonfigrefs fad! that fuch my lot might be, 

To figh and fing at liberty—like thee ! 


SONNET. To the South Downs. 
[From the fame Work.] 


H, hills belov’d! where once, an happy child, 
Your beechen fhades, ** your turf, your flowers among,” 

1 wove your blue-bells into garlands wild, 

And woke your echoes with my artlefs fong. 
Ah, hills belov’d! your turf, your flowers remain ; 

But can they peace to this fad breaft reflore, 
For one poor moment foothe the fenfe of pain, 

And teach a breaking heart to throb no more ? 
And you, Aruna! in the vale below, 

As to the fea your limpid waves you bear, 
Can you one kind Lethean eup tee 

To drink a long oblivion to my care ? 
Ah, no!—when all, e’cn hope’s laft ray is gone, 
‘There’s no oblivion—but in death alone! 


LOUISA’s firt INTERVIEW with EUGENIO. 


[From Mifs Sewarp’s Louifa, a Poetical Novel.] 


3 WAS noon, and ripen’d fummer’s fervid ray 
From cloudlefs ether fhed oppreflive day. 
As on this fhady bank | fat reclin’d, 
My voice, that floated on the waving wind, — 
Taught the foft echos of the neighb’ring plains 
Milton’s fiveet lays, in Handel’s matchlefs ftrains. 
1 , 
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Prefaging notes my + unconfcious try, 

And murmur,—** Hide me from Day’s garith eye.” 

Ah! bleit, had Death a fhade eternal thrown, 

And hid me from the woes I fince have known! 
Beneath my trembling fingers lightly rung 

The lute’s fweet chords, refpontfive while 1 fung. 

Faint in the yellow broom the oxen lay, 

And the mute birds fat languid on the {pray ; 


And nought was heard, around the noon-tide bow’r, 


Save that the mountain bee, from flow’r to flow’r, 
Seem’d to prolong, with her affiduous wing, 

The foft vibration of the tuneful ftring ; 

While the fierce fkies flam’d on the fhrinking rills, 
And fultry Silence brooded o’er the hills. 

As on my lip the ling’ring cadence play’d, 
My brother gaily bounded down the glade, 

And, while my looks the fire of gladnefs dart, 
With ardor prefs’d me to his throbbing heart ; 
Then to a graceful ftranger turn’d, whofe feet, 
With iteps lefs {wift, my coyer welcome meet. 
O’er his fine form, and o’er his glowing face, 
Youth’s ripen’d bloom had thed its richeft grace ; 
Tall as the pine, amidft inferior trees, 

With all the bending ozier’s pliant’s eafe, 

O’er his fair brow, the fairer for their fhade, 
Locks of the warmeft brown luxuriant play'd, 
Blufhing he bows !—and gentle awe fupplies 
Each flattering meaning to his downcatt eyes ;' 
Sweet, ferious, tender, thofe blue eyes impart 
A thoufand dear {enfations to the heart ; 

Mild as the evening ftar, whofe fining ray —= 
Soft in th’ unruflled water feems to play ; 

And when he fpeaks—not mufic’s thrilling pow’r, 
No, not the vocal mittrefs of the bow’r, 

When flow thé warbles from the bloffom’d fpray, 
In liquid blandifiment, her evening lay, 

Such foft, infinuating fweetnefs knows, 

As from that voice in melting accent flows ! 

Yer why, fond Mem’ry! why, in tints fo warm, 
Paint’{t thou each beauty of that faultlefs torm ? 
His {pecious virtues furely might impart 
Excufe more juft for this devoted heart. 

Oh! how each noble paffion’s feeming trace 
Threw tranfient glories o’er his youthful face! 
How rofe, with fudden impulfe, iwift, and ftrong, 
For ev’ry fecret fraud, and open wrong, 

Th’ oppreffor acts, the helplefs feel, or fear, 
Difdain’s quick throb, and Pity’s melting tear. 

So well its part each ductile feature play’d, 

Of wosth-fuch firm, though filent promite made, 
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That to have doubted its well-painted truth 
Had been to want the primal grace of youth, 
Credulity, that fcorns, with gen’rous: heat, 
Alike to prattife, or fufpect deceit. 


EXTRACT from Sir WILLIAM JONES’s TRANSLAT 
HYMN to CAMDEO, the Hindi God of Love, ION of a 


OD of each lovely fight, each lovely found, 
Soul-kindling, world-inflaming, ftar-ycrown’d, 
Eternal Cama! Or doth Smara bright, 
Or proud Ananga, give thee more delight ? 
Whate’er thy feat, whate’er thy name, 
Seas, earth, and air, thy reign proclaim; 
Wreathy fmiles, and rofeate pleafures, 
Arc thy richeft, fweetett treafures. 
All animals to thee their tribute bring, 
And hail thee univerfal king. 


Thy confort mild, Affection, ever true, 
Graces thy fide, her vett of glowing hue, 
And in het train twelve blooming girls advance, 
Touch golden ttrings, and knit the mirthful dance. 
Thy dreaded implements they bear, 
And wave them in the {cented air ; 
Each with pearls her neck adorning, 
Brighter than the tears of morning, 
Thy crimfon enfign, which before them flies, 
Decks with new ftars the fapphire fkies. 


God of the flow’ry fhafts and flow’ry bow, 

Delight of all above and all below! 

Thy lov’d companion, conftant from his birth, 

In heaven clep’d Beffent, and gay Spring on earth, 
Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow’rs, 
And from thy clouds draws balmy fhow’rs ; 

He with frefh arrows fills thy quiver, 

(Sweet the gift and {weet the giver !) 
And bids the many-plumed warbling throng 
Burft the pent bloffoms with their fong. 


VERSES to Mrss MONTAGU. 
[From Mifs Wiit1ams’s Dedication of her Poem, entitled “ Peru.”] 


HILE, bending at thy honour’d fhrine, the Mufe 
Pours, Montagu, to thee her votive ftrain, 
Thy heart will not her fimple notes refufe, 


Or chill her timid foul with cold difdain.. 
O might 
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O inight a tranfient fpark of genius fire 
The fond effufions of her fearful outh ; 
Then fhould thy virtues live upon her lyre, 

And give to harmony the charm of truth. 


Vain with! they aik not the imperfeé lay, 
The weak applaufe her trembling accents breathe : 
With whofe pure radiance glory blends her ray, 
Whom Fame has circled with her faireft wreathe. 


Thou, who, while feen with graceful ftep to tread 
Grandeur’s enchanted round, can’ft meekly paufe 
To rend the veil Obfcurity had fpread, 
Where his lone figh deferred Genius draws ; 


To lead his drooping fpirit to thy fane, 
Where Attic joy the focial circle warms ; 

Where Science loves to pour her hallow’d ftrain, 
Where Wit and Wifdom blend their fep’rate charms, 


And fure, to cherifh intellectual powers, 
To bid the vig’rous tides of Genius roll, 

Unfold, in fair expanfion, Fancy’s flowers, 
And wake the latent energies of foul ; 


Far other homage claims than Flatt’ry brings 
The little triumphs of the proud to grace ; 
For deeds like thefe a purer incenfe fprings, 
Warm from the {welling heart its fource we trace! 


Yet not to fofler the rich gifts of mind 
Alone can all thy lib’ral cares employ ; 

Not to the few thofe- gifts adorn, confin’d, 
They fpread an ampler {phere of genuine joy. 


While Pleafure’s lucid ftar illumes thy bower, 
Thy pity views the diftant itorm that bends 

Where Want unfhelter’d waftes the ling’ring hour ;-—~ 
And meets the bleffing that to heay’n afcends! 


For this, while Fame thro’ each fucceflive age 
On her exulting lip thy name fhall breathe ; 

. While woman, pointing to thy finifh’d page, 

Claims from imperious man the critic wreathe ; 


Truth on her fpotlefs record fhall enroll 

Each moral beauty to her fpirit dear ; 
Paint in bright characters each grace of foule- 
While Admiration pours a gen’raus tear. 
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DESCENT of the GENIUS of PERU, and PREDICT 
FATE of that EMPIRE. ION of the 


‘ 
[From Mifs Witriams’s “ Peru.’’] 





OW o’er the deep chill Night her mantle flung, 
Spread her dark wings, and on the waters hune - 

Sooth’d by the whifper’d murmurs of the main, ~~ 
Peruvia’s Genius fought the liquid plain ; 
Penfive fhe heard the foft waves languid figh, 
As the lone fhore they touch, recede—and die. 
But now a fullen found in horror creeps 
O’er the fmooth furface of the glaffy deeps, 
A rifing zephyr fwell’d her azure veil, 
Shrinking aghatt, the fpy’d a flying fail: 
Now tow’rs the lofty mait, the pennant waves, 
The ruffled furge th’ incumbent veffel laves ; 
With eager glance the views th’ exu!ting foe 
Lead o’er the wat’ry waite th’ advent’rous prow: 
Firm, and refifthefs in terrific force, 
Swift to her fhores they bend their fatal courfe: 
Torrents of gufhing tears bedew’d her eyes, 
And heav’d her boiom with prefageful tfighs ; 
Trembling fhe knelt, with wild, diforder’d air, 
And pour’d with frantic energy her pray’r : 
«¢ Oh all ye pity ing fpirits of the tky, 
Who hear in groves of blifs this ardent figh, 
Mount the blue lightning’s wing, o’er ocean fweep, 
Tinge with your robes of flame the redd’ning deep, 
Plunge to the central caves that moan below, 
As o’er their heads the liquid mountains flow, 
Bid Death, up fpringing from the dark abode, 
Mount the high billow, print the black’ning flood, 
Rufh o’er the waves, the rough’ning deep deform, 
Howl-in the blaft, and fwell the raging ftorm— 
Relentlefs powers! for not a quiv’ring breeze 
Lifts with its tigh the furface of the feas.— 
Swift from your rocky fteeps, ye condors, ftray, 
Wave your en and cleave th’ aérial way, 
Proud in terrific force your wings expand, 
Prefs the light earth, and darken all the ftrand, 
Bid every bofom pant with wild affright, 
And fhun the region veil’d in partial night— 
Vain hope !—I {ce my lov’d, my favour’d clime 
Confum’d, and fading in its beauteous prime : 
Yes, dear, devoted land, I read thy doom, 
My fad prophetic foul can pierce the gloom. 
Yet not in vain my groaning realm fhall bleed, 
Europe’s dire fons fhall mourn the ruthleis deed : 
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Ah, clime abhorr’d! be gold the glitt’ring bane, 
That ttrews with black’ning ills thy hoftile plain! 
May luxury her baneiul odours fhed, 

And the foit lures of guileful pleafure fpread ; 

Pour gilded poifons in the nectar’d bowl, 

Wither each nerve, and taint the fick’ning foul!”—. 
Ah, not in vain fhe dropp’d th’ impaffion’d tear, 
Breath’d the warm figh, and cali’d the powers to hear! 
When, borne from loft Peruvia’s weeping land, 

The guilty-treafures beam’d on Europe’s iirand, 

As prefs'd her burden’d plains the fordid ore, 

Each gentle virtue fled the tainted fhore; 

Sighing each mental charm forfook the place, 

Fach fweer affection, and each moral grace ; 
Affrighted Love forefiw the deep’ning gloom, 

And wav’d in liquid air his downy plume ; 

Chill’d by the fullen fcene he wings his flight, 

While heaps of treafur’d ore entomb delight. 


CHARACTER of ZAMOR, a BARD, 
[From the fame Poem. ] 


N this fweet fcene, where Virtue’s radiance fhin’d, 

Mild Zamor own’d the richett gifts of mind ; 
For o’er his tuneful breatt the heav’nly Mufe 
Shed from her facred fprings their richett dews. 
She loves to breathe her hallow’d flame where art 
Has never veil’d the foul, or warp’d the heart ; 
Where Fancy glows with all her native fire, 
And Paffion lives on the exulting lyre! 
Nature, in terror rob’d, or beauty dreft, 
Could thrill with dear enchantment Zamor’s breaft : 
He lov’d the languid figh the zephyr pours, 
He lov’d the weeping rill that fed the flow’rs ; 
But more the hollow found the wild winds torm, 
When black upon the billow hangs the ftorm ! 
The rolling torrent dafhing down the fleep, 
Its white foam trembling on the darken’d decp— 
And oft on Andes’ height, with eager gaze, 
He view’d the finking fun’s reflected rays 
Glow like unnumber’d ilars, that feem’d to reff, 
Sublime, upon his ice-encircled breatt. 
Oft his wild warblings charin’d the feilal hour, 
Rofe in the vale, and languifh’d in the bower; 
The heart’s refponfive tones he well could move, 
Whofe fong was nature, and whofe theme was love. 
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N beginning, according to our 

eftablifhed method, with Theo- 
logy, we fhall pay our firit tribute 
of refpect to the memory of two 
deceated ‘divines, whofe writings 
have been republifhed during the 
courfe of the year. 

With the name and the reputa- 
tion of the ingenious and excellent 
bifhop Berkeley none of our readers 
ean be unacquainted. His vurious 
works are now collected together, 
and publifhed in two quarto vo- 
lumes : and that they were deferv- 
ing of this diftinction, thofe who 
may the leaft have concurred in 
fentiment with that eminent pre- 
late will fearcely venture to deny. 
His productions, as is well known, 
were not merely of a theological 
nature, but extended to metaphy- 
fics, philofophy, and politics: ne- 
verthelefs, as he was a divine and 
a bifhop, and as fome of his prin- 
cipal performances had religion 
for their object, we have theught 
it beit to mention him in this place. 
Concerning the character of Dr. 
Berkeley’s writings it would be im- 
pertinent here to enlarge, fince 
they have fo long been in poffef- 
fion of the public, that the opi- 
nions of mankind concerning them 
are already formed. ‘To the col- 
lection is prefixed an account of the 
bifhop’s life, which is the fame 
that was drawn up by Dr. Stock 
tor the fecond edition of the Bio- 
graphica Britannica ; but the edi- 





tor has not availed himfelf of the 
additions to that article that were 
made by Dr. Kippis. He has 
however, fubjoined feveral of the 
good prelate’s letters, the mot 
important of which had formerly 
been printed. The new matter 
confifts of Lettters, aid i xtratts 
of Letters, to Thomas Prior, efq, 
Dean Gervais, and. other gentle 
men. Thefe are no otherwite in- 
tereiiing than as they ferve to dif- 
play the flate of Dr. Berkeley's 
mind, whilit he was engaged in his 
grand project of forming a college 
at Bermuda. ‘ 

The other republication we deem 
ourfelves obliged to take notice of, 
is the fecond edition, in two vo- 
lunes, o¢tavo, of Ben Mordecai’s 
Letters, with a new Preface. 
Thefe letters were feparately pub- 
lifhed in quarto, at contiderable in- 
tervals of time, and are replete 
with ingenuity and learning. They 
conftitute a defence of Ananitm, 
and are particularly employed in 
fhewing that Jefus Chritt was the 
vifible Jehovah who appeared to 
the patriarchs, and who was the 
giver of the law. This doctrine 
the author commends as happily 
lying between the two extremes 0 
Athanafianifm and Socinianiim, and 
as being the opinion of the ancients 
before the council of Nice. With 
reference to the difputes now fo 
warmly agitated, he hah made, im 
his preface, the foliowing '- 
callic 
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catic obfervation, ‘ When the 
Athanafian and Socinian writers 
have effectually expofed one an- 
other’s miftakcs, without gettins 
rid of their own; and when they 
{hall have fettled the various read- 
ings of an ay or an ov, in Jultin’s 
Trypho, and agree about the con- 
ftruction of his Greek ; when they 
have ranfacked all antiquity for 
the opinion of the Nazarenes, Mi- 
neans, and Ebionites, with as much 
zeal as if their faith depended up- 
on it, and all to no purpoie, their 
difficulties ftill remaining ; it is not 
improbable that the divines of the 
next generation, will confider the 
fubject more coolly ; and find the 
principles.1 am detending, will fup- 
ply the only key that is able to 
open and difcover the confiftency 
between the Jewifh and Chriitian 
Revelations.”” Whether this pre- 
diction will be accomplifhed, mutt 
be lett to the determination of time, 
though, for our part, we have no 
great faith in its completion.. The 
writer of the work we are {peaking 
of, and whom we have formerly 
had occafion to mention, was the 
reverend Henry Taylor, M. A. 
vicar of Portfmouth, and rector of 
Crawley, near Winchefler, The 
world hath very recently been de- 
prived of him; and, by his deceafe, 
the church of England hath loit 
one of her greatett ornaments in 
refpect of profound literature, as 
well as a moft worthy, amiable, 
and entertaining man. He may, 
perhaps, be confidered as having 
been the lait of the Hoadlian 
fchoolh As Mr. Taylor was the 


> 


author of feveral excellent tracts, 
befides Ben Mordecai’s Letters, it 
isto be hoped that his fons, who 
emulate their father’s learning and 
merit, will collest together the 
whole of his detached pieces into 
Ohe or inore volymes. 


Such a tel- 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


211} 


timony of affection to his memory 
cannot fail of being honourable to 
themfelves, and acceptable to the 
judicious friends of religion, 

With regard to the evidences of 
Chriitianity, no work of peculiar 
confequence has been the produce 
of the year. The rincipal pers 
formance feems to that which 
has appeared under the title of 
‘¢ Letters on Infidelity, by the Aus 
thor of a Letter to Dr. Adam 
Smith.” The writer is underitood 
to be a worthy and learned dean of 
the church of England, who has 
diftinguifhed himfelf by various 
theological productions. The books 
againft which the prefent publi- 
cation is levelled, are, “ An Apo- 
logy for the Life and Writings of 
David Hume, efg.”  Hume’s 
Dialogues on Natural Religion ;” 
* An [flay on Suicide,” by the 
fame Writer ;”” and a pamphlet, en- 
titled, ** Doubts of the Infidels ; 
or Queries relative to Scriptural In- 
confittencies and Contradi¢tions, 
fubmitted to the Confideration of 
the Bench of Bifhops, by a weak 
Chrittian.” The latt of thefe tracts 
hath never happened to come with- 
in our knowledge. In the ma- 
nagement of his fubjects, our Jet- 
ter-writer combats the infidels with 
their own weapons, endeavouring 
to turn againit them that ridicule, 
wit, and humour, which they have 
attempted to exercife to the preju- 
dice of Revelation. Whether this 
be precifely the beft mode of op- 
pofing unbelievers we have fome 
doubr; and we find it dificult to 
concur in every refpxt with the 
fentiments and language advanced 
by our author. However, thofe 
who may not be entircly fatisfied 
with the execution of this work, 
will readily acknowledge that many 
things in it are deferving of appro- 
bation; and the writer’s general 
OQ 2 merit 
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merit and learning are too well 
Known to require our teftimony in 
his favour. 

Of Travis’s ** Letters to Edward 
Gibbon, efg.”’ much might be 
faid both in the way of commen- 
dation and of cenfure. That the 
author is a man of parts, as well as 
of literature, will not be denied: but 
his wifdom in the application of 
them, may juitly be called in quef- 
tion. The principal object to which 
he hath directed his attention is too 
inconiiderable for the zeal and 
pains he has beflowed upon it. His 
chief defign is to maintain the au- 
thenticity of the famous text, in 
the fitth chapter of the firft Epiftle 
of St. John, relative to the three 
witneiles; and in fupporting his 
hypothetis he difplays as much in- 
genuity and ability as the fubject 
will admit. But his labour is in 
vain; the weight of evidence is 
againit him ; and we cannot fup- 
pofe that, in the prefent age, a fin- 
gle critic, who is peffeiled of a 
competent degree of judgment and 
candour, will become a convert to 
his opinion, Building, as he does, 
upon grounds fo extremely falla- 
cious, and endeavouring to ettablifh 
a point which almott feemed to have 
been wholly given up by the learn- 
ed, his treatment of Erafmus and 
of Dr. Benfon deferves the highett 
reprehention. At the iame time, 
what is it that Mr. Travis is con- 
tending for, as pro aris (F foc's? 
Whether the text be authentic or 
not, is of little importance either 
to the Trinitarian or the Unitarian. 
The Trinitarian can never expect 
to erect his favourite doctrine upon 
the precarious foundation of a fin- 
gle dilputed paflage, and the Uni- 
tarian can-as eafily explain it away 
as he can other expreflions of a like 
wwport. Even Mr. Travers him- 
+ felt feems willing to admit that the 
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words may be interpreted as refer. 
ring to unity of teftimony, We 
hope that he is a young man, and 
that years and reflection wilfingtrug 
him to proportion his ardour to the 
magnitude of the objects Upon 
which he fhall hereafter have occas 
fion to treat. 

Dr. Henry Owen has long been 
known in the world, by a number 
of valuable publications, all of 
which are intended to maintain the 
honour of Revelation, and to pro- 
mote the caufe of facred literature, 
What hath particularly engaged 
his attention is the ftate of the Sep- 
tuagint, and the other ancient ver- 
lions of the Old Tetlament. If it 
had been determined to collate the 
copies of the Septuagint, in the 
manner that hath been done by Dr, 
Kennicott with regard to the Hee 
brew manufcripts, Dr. Owen would 
probably have been looked up to, 
as a proper perfon to condutt the 
undertaking. Indeed, it is much 
to be lamented that fuch a {cheme 
hath not been carried into exe- 
cution. It is a work greatly want 
ed, and which might be as fervice- 
able to the intereils of religion as 
Dr. Kennicott’s collation. Seve- 
ral of Dr. Owen’s writings, and 
particularly his « Enquiry into the 
State of the Septuagint Verfion,” 
which appeared fome years ago, af 
ford an ample demonftrarion how 
well he would have been qualified 
for the undertaking. ‘The “ Cri 
tical Difquititions,” which ‘he has 
lately publifhed are connected with 
what has been the grand object of 
his ftudies. Thefe Difquifitions 
are only two in number ; the firft, 
containing fome Remarks on Ma- 
fius’s edition of the Book of Jofhua, 
and the fecond, on Origen’s cele- 
brated Hexapla. The fubjects 
treated of will only be intereiting 


to thofe learned men who are de- 
voted 











yoted to Scripture criticifm ; and 

tlemen of tuch a turn of mind 
will deem themielves obliged to the 
author for his fagacious and fenfi- 
ble obfervations. 

The third volume of bifhop At- 
terbury’s Correfpondence, Vifita- 
tion Charges, Speeches, and Mif- 
cellanies, though publifhed in the 
beginning of 1784, was generally 
noticed by us lait year, in conjunc- 
tion with the two preceding vo- 
lumes. We now mention it on ac- 
count of the concluding Letters, in 
which a controverfy is carried on 
between his lordfhip, Dr. Wall, and 
bii:op Potter, relative to the times 
wherein the four Gofpels were writ- 
ten, The part that Dr. Atterbury 
afflumes, is to eftablith the very 
early date of the Gofpels, in dif- 
charging which he principally has 
recourfe to internal evidence, and 
arguments @ priori. It is his epi- 
nion that the Gofpels were all writ- 
ten in the fame order in which they 
are now placed: that St. Mark’s 
Gofpel was written partly as an epi- 
tome, but partly and chiefly asa 
fupplement to St. Matthew's: that 
St. Luke had feen both thefe Gof- 
pels when he wrote his own: that 
St. John had feen the three pre- 
ceding gofpels, and intended to 
fupply what was {till wanting in all 
of them: that the Gofpel of St. 
Luke was written many years be- 
fore the Acts, and between the 46th 
and 57th years of our Lord, and 
nearer to the firft than to the laft 
of thefe periods : thé confequence 
of which is, that St. Mark’s Gof- 
pel muft have been written yet 
nearer to our Lord’s afcent. An- 
other point maintained by the bi- 
fhop is, that the Gofpel of St. John 
was written before the deftru¢tion 
of Jerufalem,. We do not concur 


with the learned prelate in all his 
eonclufions ; but his correfpond- 
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ence with Dr. Wall and bifhop Pot- 
ter is a decifive evidence that he 
was a firm believer in the Chriftian 
Revelation, and zealous for its 
honour. ‘The anecdote, therefore, 
which lord Chefterfield related to 
Dr. Maty, in order to fhew that 
Atterbury was at leaft a feeptic, if 
not a determined infidel, muft be 
rejected as totally groundlefs. The 
letters we are fpeaking of were 
written in the years 1721 and 17223 
and it is manifeft from them, that 
the bifhop was not fo far involved 
in political connections and in- 
trigues, as to be incapable of di- 
recting his attention to enquiries of 
a critical and religious nature. 

“* An expofition of Chriftian 
Doctrine,” as taught in the Pro- 
teftant church of the united Bre- 
thren, or Unitas Fratrum, written 
originally in German, by Augutt 
Gottleib Spangenburg, has been 
tranflated into Englifh, with a Pre- 
face, by Benjamin la ‘Trobe, The 
defign of this performance is to ex- 
plain the real principles of the peo- 
ple commonly called Moravians, 
and of the preface to vindicate them 
from the obloquy with which they 
have been treated by certain wri- 
ters. It is well known that very 
fevere charges have been alledged 
againft them by Rimius, and the 
sifhops Lavington and Warburton ; 
and fo well founded did thefe 
charges appear, as to produce @ 

eneral conviction of. their truth. 
Ve rejoice to find that the accufa- 
tions brought againft them are ei- 
ther wholly falfe, or have been 
greatly exaggerated ; that at mott 
they can be extended only to a tew 
imprudent individuals ; and that the 
innocence of the united brethren, 
as a body, is unqueftionable. In 
point of doctrine, the Moravians 
are not a new fect. They profefs 
themfelves to be followers of Lu- 
VO 3 ther, 
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ther, and to adhere to the princi- 
les of the Augfburgh conteifion. 
n their practices, they have fome 
uliariges which di: ing uilh them 
ie the reit of the world, and 
which they believe to be conform- 
able to the model of the primitive 
times. On the whole, it feems to 
be fuificiently proved, that they 
are aworthy fet of people, though 
not without a confiderable mixture 
of abfurdity and enthufiafm. 

We come now to a book of great 
importance in feriptural criticiim, 
and that is Blaney’s Jeremiah. 
None of our readers can be igno- 
rant of Bifhop Lowth’s admirable 
work on the prophet Ifaiah. We 
trufted that fo excellent a model 
would excite imitation; and we 
are pleafed to fee it fo well tol- 
lowed by Mr, Blaney, who has 
heretofore given tatisfactory proofs 
to the worid of his proficiency in 
oriental and facred literature. ‘The 
author’s preliminary difcourfe is 
fingularly modeit and fenfible. Af- 
ter mention ng the aids he hath re- 
ceived in the profecution of his 
defign, he earneftly pleads for a 
revilion of the Bible. He would 
have it executed by a felect afiem- 
bly of the moft learned and judi- 
cious divines, commiffioned by pub- 
lic authority to examine ino the 
ftate of the Hebrew text, to reftore 
it as nearly as _poilible to its primi- 
tive purity, and to prepare from it 
a new tranflation of the {criptures 
for the public fervice. Among 
other arguments in its favour, he 
urges the practice of the king of 
Sweden, and of a nobleman in our 
own country, who hath fet fuch a 
work on foot at his fole fingie ex- 
pence for the benetit of the Roman 

satholics, The poetical parts of 
Jeremiah Mr, Blaney hath divided 
agreeably to the principles fo ad- 
mirably laid downb y Bithop Lowth, 
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in his Differtation on the Hebrew 
Poetry, prefixed to his Iiaiah, The 
notes of the prefent tranflator are 
copious and valuable, and he has 
availec himfeif of all the affistance 
that can be derived from Dr Ken. 
nicott’s collation, an. other fources 
of information, domeil'c and fo. 
reign, As to the explication of 
particular texts, there will always 
be fome difierence in the opinions 
of critics. Mr. Blaney has given 
a new arrangement of the chapters 
of Jeremiah, from the twentieth 
chapter to the forty-fixth ; and his 
reaions for this part of his conduct 
appear to be perfectly juit. The 
work before us hath been noticed 
abroad, where we are forry to ob- 
ferve that a greater attention is 
paid to oriental and biblical litera. 
ture than inour own county. The 
zeal in this re{pect which was re- 
vived by Dr. Thomas Hung, and fo 
nobly futtained by Dr. Lowth, 
Dr. Kennicott, Dr. Richard Grey, 
Dr. Durell, and other refpectable 
men, feems rather upon the de- 
cline. However, there are full 
fome names, of no {mall degree of 
eminence, who, we doubt not, will 
continuc to affert the glory of ing: 
land with regard to Laitern learn- 
ing, and the applicacion of it to the 
illuftration ot the Scriptures. We 
rejoice in informing the literary 
world, that the year .7%5 will fure 
nifh us with the excellent Bifhop of 
Waterford’s improved Verlion of 
the Minor Prophets. 

Mr. Hopkias’s corrected tranfla- 
tion of Exodus, with notes, crite 
cal and explanatory, is another ats 
tempt to illuitrate the Books of the 
Old Teitament, The author 3s 
that very ancient and worthy cler+ 
gyman in Suffex, who wrote “ An 
Appeal to the Common Sente of all 
Chrittian People, more particularly 


the Members of the Church of vat 
’ 
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land, with regard to an important 
Point of Faith and Practice, im- 

fed upon their Confciences by 
Church Authority ;”’ and the de- 
fien of which is to affert the tu- 
premacy of the Father, in oppoti- 
tion to the Trinitarian hypothefis. 
It is probable that in the preient 
yndertaking Mr. Hopkins had no 
fnall view to the maintenance of 
the divine unity. !n the execution 
of the work, he has derived great 
advantage trom Dr. Kennicott’s 
collation, and the Samaritan Pen- 
tateuch, The notes, which are 
judicious, are not numerous ; nor 
are nany of them peculiarly curi- 
ous and important. ‘They ferve, 
however, to make an ufeful addi- 
tion to the ftock of feriptural eri- 
ticifm. 

A fociety hath lately been form- 
ed, confifting of clergymen of the 
church of England, diffenting mi- 
nifters, and a number of lay gen- 
tlemen, fer the purpofe of promot- 
ing the knewledge of the — 
tures; and fuch members as refide 
in town hold their meetings a. the 
Rev. Mr. Lindiey’s, in Effex- 
treet. ‘heir communications are 
intended to be occationally pub- 
lifhed, under the title of ** Com- 
mentaries and Effays.” ‘Two num- 
bers appeared in 1734. The firft 
number contains * An Attempt to 
illuftrate John xiv. 1, 2, 3; anew 
tranilation of [faiah tii. 13—Dni. 1— 
12, with notes; and the IIlufira- 
tion of Chriti’s lat Difcourfe with 
his difciples continued, from John 
xiv. 4, to the end of the chapter.” 
In the firft of thefe articles, an en- 
tirely new fenfe is given to the paf- 
fage, and it is maintained, with 
great ingenuity and candour, that 
the many manfions which our Sa- 
viour {peaks of in his father’s houfe, 
do not relate to the heavenly world, 
hytto the different defignations and 
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employments of the Apoftles. The 
new traniflation of the liii* chapter 
of Liaiah is a very rational and exaé& 
piece of criticifm, founded on a 
perfect acquaintance with the ori- 
ginal language. The author differs, 
in fome refpects, from Dr. Lowth ; 
but when he does fo, he appears to 
have affigned good reafons tor main- 
taining a diveriity of opinion The 
continued illuftratien of the xivth 
chapter of St. John abounds with 
judicious obfervation:, The fecond 
number of the ** Commentaries and 
Effays” includes * Critical Notes 
on the firit nineteen verfes of the 
firit chapter of Genefis; a Parae 
phrafe on Romans v. 819; and 
a Diflertation concerning the Apof- 
tolic Benedition, 2 Corinthians, 
xiii. 14.’? The ingenious writer of 
the noes on the firft chapter of 
Genefis endeavours to explain the 
Mofaic account of the creation, ip 
confiftence with the lateft and bef 
difcoveries in natural philofophy. 
We do not at prefent recollect what 
impreffion was made upon us by the 
Paraphrafe on Romans v. 8—~«, 
when we read it at the time of pub- 
lication. ‘The purpofe of the Kffay 
on the Apoftolic Benediction, is to 
fhew, that the ‘“* Communion of 
the Holy Ghoft” refers only to the 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit ; 
and confequently that this part of 
the benediction cannot now be 
ufed with propriety in chriftian af> 
femblies. 
‘‘ The Myftery hid from Ages 
¢ 
and Generations made manifeft by 
the Gofpel Revelation ; or the Sal- 
vation of all Men the grand Thin 
alluded to in the Scheme of God, 
as opened in the New Teftament 
Writings, and entrufted with Jefus 
Chrift to bring into Effeét,”’ writ- 
ten by one who wifhes well to the 
whole human race, is a curious and 
interefting publication. The au- 
O 4 thor, 
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thor, we have reafon to believe, is 
Dr. Chauncy, a worthy and emi- 
nent divine, at Boliocn, in New- 
England. His defign is to main- 
tain the final falvation of every in- 
dividual among the children of 
Adam.—The work is divided in:o 
three parts. ‘Ihe firit exhibits a 
eneral explanation of the benevo- 
fent plan of God. ‘The fecond is 
intended to prove it to be the truth 
of Scripture, that mankind univer- 
fally, in the final iffue of this 
{cheme, fhall reign in a happy life 
forever. The third is employed 
in anfwering objections. ‘The au- 
thor maintains his pofitions with 
ability, as well as with zeal; and 
eyery liberal mind will with that 
he could be fully fueccefsful in ef- 
tablifhing his doctrine. ‘Lhe ge- 
neral arguments which he urges in 
defence of it have great weight ; 
but we do not think him to be 
equally happy in his reafonings 
from the New Teftament. He hath 
fplitten upon the rock on which 
many have been wrecked before 
him, and that is, the laying of too 
much ftrefs on certain patlages in 
the Epiftle to the Romans, which 
are of very doubtiul interpretation. 
The opinion of an eternal exifience 
in mifery we confider as equally 
répugnant to reafon and revela- 
tion; but it does not heuce fol- 
low that all men fhall be finally 
happy. The moii natural and ob- 
vious fenfe of many places of {crip- 
ture feems to be, that the incorri- 
gikly wicked fall at length be 
itruck out of the book of life. 

The pamphlet entitled, ‘¢ An 
Elucidation of the Unity of God, 
deduced from Scripture and Rea- 
fon,”’ is a fenfible and candid traéc 
on the fubje&. Without entering 
into the queflion concerning the 
pre-exiftence of Chrift, our author 
endeavours to fl.ew the impofiibility 
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of his being equal with God. Ag 
the fame time he profeffes the high. 
eft reverence for our Saviour, and 
acknowledges the great and un. 
{peakable dignity of his charatter, 
krom a fub{fequent impreffion it 
appears, that the writer is a lay- 
gentleman, of the name of Gitford ; 
and that his view is, not to foment 
divifions among his chriftian bre- 
thren, bnt to forward the right un- 
deritanding of the Holy Scripture, 

In connection with the prefent 
fubject, we may take notice of 
the publication entitled, Two 
schemes of a Trinity confidered, 
and the Divine Unity afferted.” 
The work, in fact, confifts of four 
difcourfes, originally delivered 
from the pulpit, upon Philippians 
li. s——7; but as they relate to an 
ohject which has recently been 
much brought into controverfy, 
we have thought it beft to mention 
them in this place. ‘The firtt dif- 
courfe reprefents the fcheme of the 
Trinity which is commonly re- 
ceived. The fecond defcribes the 
Arian fcheme. In the third we 
have a view of the Nazarene doc- 
trine; and the fourth, after ex- 
plaining the text according to 
the Nazarene dotirine, concludes 
with Remarks and Obfervations. 
There is no doubt but that thele 
fermons were written by the late 
excellent and learned Dr. Lard- 
ner, They were originally intend- 
ed by him for the prefs ; but from 
reafons which we cannot fatisfac- 
torily account for, they have hi- 
therto been withheld from the pub- 
lic. The prefent editor, if we are 
not milinformed, is a Mr. Wiche, 
a Diffenting minitter, of the Bap- 
tift perfuafion, at Maidftone, i 
Kent. As to the difcourfes them- 
felves, they bear indubitable 


marks of Dr. Lardner’s fimplicity 


of character, aud candour of a 
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The two laft fermons are evidently 
in favour of the Socinian hypo- 
thefis; but they are expreiied with 
fo much moderation, and difplay 
fuch an unaffected love of truth, 
that the moit determined enemy to 


that hypothefis cannot be offended, 


with the author 
For the fame reafon that we have 
here introduced Dr. Lardner’s four 
fermons, we fhall mention in this 
lace *¢ Chrittie’s Difcourfes on the 
Unity.” We had occafion to take 
notice laft year, that Mr. Chrittie 
isa merchant at Montrofe in Scot- 
land, where he has formed an Uni 
tarian Society. Being himfelf a 


man of ability, he is capable of , 


conducting the worihip of his ad- 
herents ; and the prefent volume 
is the refult of his endeavours to 
confirm them in the great principle 
on which their feparation from the 
eftablifhed church of Scotland has 
been inflituted. As, in the multi- 
tude of our engagements, we have 
not had leifure to perufe Mr. 
Chriflie’s Difcourfes, it is not in 
our power to afcertain their precife 
merit. 

The fame excufe would not have 
been deemed fufficient, if we had 
not paid a more particular atten- 
tion to the two great and oppofite 
captains in the Trinitarian warfare, 
Dr. Horfley and Dr. Prieftley. The 
latter gentieman’s ‘ Letters to the 
Archdeacon of St. Albans” were 
noticed :laft year; and the arch- 
deacon thought them of confe- 
quence enough to deferve an ela- 
borate reply. This Reply is car- 
ried on in the Form of Letters, 
which are feventeen in number, be- 
fides three Poftfcripts, and an Ap- 
pendix, centaining Short Strictures 
on Dr. Prieitley, by an unknown 
Hand. In Dr. aoge 8: publica- 


tion a vatt variety of particulars 


are confidered, though the author 
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declines entering into a regular 
controverfy with his antagoniit: 
the points difcufled are fo numer- 
ous, that to mention all of them 
would carry us beyond the limits 
to which, by our plan, we are ne- 
ceffarily confined. Among other 
matters, the archdeacon contends, 
that the difference he had afferted 
between the Ebionites and Naza- 
renes was no fingular or new opi- 
nion; that the fame thing was 
maintained by Mofheim, and other 
critics of great name; that the 
Nazarenes were no feét of the apof- 
tolic age ; that Ebion was not con- 
temporary with St. John ; and that 
the antiquity of a fect is not a 
proof of its orthodoxy. He far- 
ther infills, that a pofitive proof is 
ftill extant, that the divinity of 
Chrift was the belief of the very 
firft Chriftians. This proof arifes 
from the Epi(tles of St. Barnabas, 
which, though not the work of an 
apottle, was a production of the 
apoilolic age. The author Dr. 
Horfley athrms to have been a 
Chrittian of the Hebrews, a be- 
liever in our Lord’s divinity, and 
that he wrore to Chriflians of the 
Hebrews concurring in the fame 
belief. In the courfe of the work 
the archdeacon maintains, likewife, 
that the divinity of our Lord was 
preached from the very beginning 
by the apoftles ; that St. Stephen 
was a martyr to this doctrine ; that 
his dying ejaculations juftify the 
worfhip of Chri; that Chrift is 
deified in the ftory of St. Paul’s 
converfion; that the divinity of 
Jefus was acknowledged by the 
apofiles from the time when they 
acknowledged him for the Mefliah ; 
and that notions of a Trinity, and 
of the Deity of the Mefliah, were 
current among the Jews in the days 
of our Saviour. A whole letter is 
employed in endeavouring to thew, 

that 





that the Unitarian doétrine is not 
well calculated for the convertion 
of Jews, Mahometans, or Infidels, 
of any defcription. This we can- 
not but regard as one of the bold- 
eft parts of Dr. Horiley’s under- 
taking. Ie hath given us con- 
cern to obferve a nifing fpirit of 
acrimony in the publication before 
us. Hitherto the two doctors had 
treated each other with refpect and 

litene’s: but the archdeacon has 
now fuffered himfelt to lofe the 
modera ion which was fo commend- 
able in his Charge. tie requently 
treats Dr, Prieitley with contempt, 
and even accuf s him of mifrepre- 
fentations and deceits in the ma- 
nagement of quotations and autho- 
rities, which thofe who are well 
acquainted with the dotior know 
him to be incapable of praét'ing. 
Betides this, a general haughtinets 
of manner prevails in the prefent 
performance. Dr. Horfley aflumes 
much upon his abilities and learn- 
ing, and informs his readers that 
he is at home inthe Greek, All 
this was perfectly needlefs ; for the 
literary. world would have done 
juftice to the doctor’s erudition, 
without being told of it by him- 
felf. Surely he was not afraid that 
mankind would not fee and ac- 
knowledge it, unlefs reminded of it 
by his own pen. We could have 
wifhed, too, that the archdeacon 
had not gone fo far out of his way, 
in fome things advanced by him 
in his laft letter, which have the 
appearance of carrying ecclefiafti- 
cal claims to a height that was 
thoucht to be exploded ; and which 
can fearcely be vindicated from 
looking a little too favourably to- 
wards a certain degree of rettraint 
in religious matters. Upon the 


whole, the credit of abilities, of 

general learning, and of pofleffing 

ilrong powers of compofition, wiil 
2 
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never be denied to Dr. Horfley ; 
and many of the arguments and 
authorities which he has alledged jn 
the fupport of his pofitions, will 
be tound deferving of ferious cop. 
fideration. 

So important were feveral of the 
reafonings and facts produced by 
the archdeacon of St. Albans, and 
fo decilive was the manner in which 
he exprefied himfelf, that great 
numbers were of opinion that he 
had obtained a complete victory 
over his antagoniit; and others 
were apprehentive that Dr. lrieft. 
ley would find it extremely difficult 
to invalidate the proofs, and weaken 
the allegations, which had been 
u ged, with full confidence, againit 
the Unitarian fyitem. But the 
doctor is not a man eafily to be 
fubdued. His intellectual powers 
are fo eminent, and he is fo able a 
mafter of controverfy, that he 
muft be a formidable enemy in- 
deed, who could infpire him with 
terror.—-He foon prefented himfelf 
to the public, in “ Letters to Dr. 
Horiley, Part the Second, contain- 
ing farther Evidence that the pri- 
mitive Chriftian Church was Uni- 
tarian.”” Some of the principal 
points infifted upon in thefe Let- 
ters are, the Doctrine of the firk 
Ages concerning the Perion of 
Chrift ; the Nazarenes and Ebion- 
ites; the {uppofed orthodox Church 
at Jerufalem ; Herefy in the carlieft 
Times; the Light in which the 
Unitarians were confidered in later 
Ages, and the tiate of the common 
People at all Times ; the Time 
when Chrift began to be confidered 
as God, and the Opinion of the 
ancient and modern Jews with Ref- 
pect to the Meffiah ; the Perfonia- 
cation of the Logos; certain Con- 
fiderations relating to the Dottrine 
of the Trinity; Prayers to Chritt; 
and the State of Unitarian reese 

ple 
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and Infidelity. In the difcutlion 


‘of thefe quettions, every impartial 


man mut admire the doctor’s abili- 
ties, and be fenfible of his litera- 
ture. (it is furpriiing how well he 
comes off in the places where he 
was deemed to have been the mott 
yulnerabie. Without pretending 
to decide on the general queition, 
truth and candour oblige u. to con- 
feis, that we were firuck with the 
fuperior manner in which he hath 
acquitted himielf, in the ca es that 
feemed to be the moit doubtful and 
dificult. There are few inttances 
indeed, wherein his anfwers are 
fuch as an enemy will deny to be 
plaufible, and which a friend will 
not regard as entirely fatistactory. 
In what he hath faid concerning 
the Clementine recognitions, and 
on other occational points, his mott 
ardent admirers may, perhaps, dif- 
agree with him; but thefe things 
they will eflimate as trifling, com- 
pared with the general merit of the 
performance. Here we apprehend 
that the contett between |r. Horf- 
ley and Dr. Prie: ley is brought to 
a conclufion, as the former gentle- 
man is not expected to engage in 
it any farther. 

Two or three tra‘ts which have 
a connection with this controverly 
will be more brie mentioned. 
Dr. Prietley having had good rea- 
fon to believe that the articles in 
the Monthly Review relative to his 
Hillory of the Corruptions of 
Chrifianity, and other tubfequent 
pieces, were written by the rev. 
Mr, Samuel Badcock, at prefent a 
Diffenting clergyman, at South- 
Moulton, in Devonfhire, has 
thought proper to hold him out 
particularly to the public. ‘1 his 
he has done in his ** Remarks on 
the Monthly Review of the Let- 
ters to Dr, Horiley.”?’ The pamphy 
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let is not wholly-employed in per- 
fonal altercation, but enters into 
fome points relative to the matters 
in difpute, in the difcuffion of 
which the author ditplays his ufual 
acutenefs, 

Dr. Prieftley’s attack on Mn 
Badcock was {peedily followed by 
an Anfwer, which, though not 
pubdlifhed in the name of that gen- 
tleman, was conclided to be ot his 
compotition. He deemed his pro- 
vocation to be great; and on that 
account, we fuppofe, imagined 
himfelf juflified in the exercife of 
uncommon feverity. The exulta- 
tion, triumph, and contempt, with 
which the letter-writer treats Dr. 
Prieftley, is what no man has a 
right to afflume againtt fuch a dif- 
tinguifhed character. However the 
doctor may be thou,ht to be mif- 
taken in fome points, his various 
and furprifing labours, in the caufe 
of (cience and literature, will tranf- 
mit his name with eminent lufire 
to po'lerity, when the criticifms of 
an i genious and fpirited, st 
tulant Reviewer, will either be for- 
gotten or tota!ly d fregarded., 

A Mr. Kowles has _ publifhed 
Remarks on Dr Prietth y’s Let- 
ters to Dr. Hortley,”’ the chief ob- 
ject of which ts, the doctor’s opi- 
nion concerning the materiality of 
the living principle in man, Mr, 
Rowles maintains the immateriality 
of the foul, and endeavours to ex- 
ofe the ab urdity of the contrary 
doctrine, by calling wit and hu- 
mour to his aid, as well as reafog 
and Scripture; but he is not very 
expert in the management of any 
of thefe different weapons. He is 
an advocate, likewife, for certain 

ints of orthodoxy, which fome 
of Dr. Priefiley’s warmeft admirers 
will efteem of much more doubtful 
difputation. Whether Mr, Rowles 
be right or wrong in his pouenans, 

c 
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he will fCarcely be efteemed of con- 
fequeuce enough to merit particular 


potice. 

Mr. Wakefield’s * Enquiry into 
the Opinions of the Chriitian Wri- 
ters of the threc firtt Centuries con- 
cerning the Perfon of Chriit,” is 
an original work upon the fubject ; 
and has no reference to the difputes 
carried on between Dr. Priettley 
and his antagonifts, Dr. Prieftley, 
at the fame time, cannot be ani- 
mated with greater zeal than the 
prefent author is, to demoliih the 
fyitem of the pre-exiftence and di- 
vinity of our Saviour, In the in- 
troduction to his performance, Mr. 
Waketield endeavours to fhew, firtt, 
that the doctr.ne of a ‘Trinity in 
Unity is not mentioned, or im- 
plied in the Old Teitament ; and, 
fecondly, that the Holy Spirit was 
mot fuppofed to be ditlinet from 
God himfelf, either by the ancient 
Jews or by the apofiles; nor is he 
Spoken of as a diflin¢t perfon either 
in the Old or New ‘Teftament. 
The Enquiry itfelf is divided into 
three parts. ‘The firit is defigned 
to prove, that Jefus Chriit is not 
fpoken or conceived of as the fu- 

reme God of Chriflians by the 
evangeliits, whofe opinions are par- 
ticularly examined according to the 
order in which they itand in the 
canon. The fecond part is em- 
ployed in examining the epi\olary 
writers of the New ‘Teitament ; 
and the third eonfiders the opinions 
of the apottolical fathers, Barna- 
bas, Hermas, Clement, Ignatius 
and Polycarp, relating to the per- 
fon of Chrilt. Under thefe feve- 
ral heads, Mr. Wakefield difplays 
great extent of learning, and no 
{inall portion of critical difcern- 
ment.| He is a confummate mal- 
ter of the Greek language, and 
deeply converfant in Grecian lite- 
rature; noris he intenible of his 

t 


excellence in thefe refpeds, Ip 
the truth and goodneis of the 
caufe in which he is engaged he 
has the moit perfect confidence, 
We have formerly had occafion 
to blame Mr. Wakefield for give 
ing way to a dogmatical and pes 
tulant {pirit; and we are forry to 
obferve that he is fill too much 
actuated by the fame fpirit. Why 
fhould he continue to injure 
his reputation, _ and ilefien the 
eitcem of mankind, by indulging 
the ebullitions of arrogance and 
conceit, when, if he would unite 
modefty with dignity, hz is fo well 
capable of fuftaining an illuttrious 
fiation in the republic of letrers ? 
‘Two volumes more will probably 
be necefiary to complete the au- 
thor’s defign. 

‘¢ A Friendly Dialogue, between 
a common Unitarian Chritlian and 
an Athanafian,” 1s a republication, 
with very contiderable alterations, 
of a tract formerly printed by Mr. 
Hopkins. ‘The alterations chiefly 
coniiit in the exclufion of fuch 
patiages as were favourable to the 
Arian fyitem, and are intended to 
render the piece more ftridtly Uni- 
tarian, in the Socinian fenfe of the 
word. ‘They have not been made 
by the original author, but by the 
prefent editor, whom we believe to 
be Dr. Difnmey. ‘The Chriitian 
temper with which this pamphlet 
is written will be pleating to every 
candid and liberal mind. 

Mr. Towgood’s * Grounds of 
Faith in Jefus Chrift briefly ftated, 
and fhewn to be a folid Foundation 
for Peace and Joy unfpeakable,” is 
the final production of a gentleman 
of great note among the Proteftant 
Difienters, and who has been the 
prime advocate during part of the 
prefent century, for their fepara- 
tion from the eftablifhed church. 
Being now confiderably aboveeighty 

years 
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of age, and having quitted his 
aftoral office, which he had long 
Paained, in the city of Exeter, 
with the higheft reputation, he here 
takes leave of his people, with the 
warme{t fentiments and expreflions 
of gratitude and affection, and offers 
them his paternal advice. ‘he pie- 
ty, zeal, and cindour with which 
his performance is animated, will 
be edifying to every reader, and can- 
not fail of being particularly felt by 
thofe to whom it is more immedi- 
ately addrefled. We do not concur 
with the worthy writer in everg 
oint of doctrine; but we fhould 
efteem ourtlelves ill employed, were 
we te {pend our time in criticifms 
on a tract which is in general fo ex- 
ecllent, and which difplays fo pious 
and benevolent a [pirit. 

To Mr. Pike’s ** Forms for Pub- 
lic Devotions,’’ we have not been 
able to pay a very peculiar atten- 
tion. ‘lhey were intended tor Lan- 
caiter Chapel, and were ufed there 
for a little time ; but the plan, we 
are informed, did not fucceed, It 
is evident, from the author’s pre- 
face, and from the body of the 
work, that he differs confiderably in 
opinion from Mr. Lindfey; his 
fentiments approaching more near- 
ly, though not entirely, to the com- 
mon ftandard of orthodoxy. For 
the fake of variety, the cevotional 
fervices are four in number. The 
prayers appear to be drawn up with 
great fcrioufnefs, and manifeft a 
truly Chriilian temper. From the 
inaccuracy and confufion with re- 
gard to punctuation, which may be 
obferved in the dedication and the 
preface, we imagine that Mr. Pike 
is a young man, or at leaft a young 
writer, who is not yet fufficiently 
verfed in the mechanical parts of 
compofition. 

The long and frequently difputed 
gucition concerning Infant Baptiim 
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has been lately, in fome degree, ree 
vived. Mr. Matthew Henry, the 
Expotitor, an eminent Nonconfor- 
miit Minifler in the beginning of 
the prefent century, and whofe 
works are held in high etteem, not 
only by numbers of the Diffenters, 
but among many pious perfons of 
other denominations, left behind 
him a large * Treatife on Baptifm,” 
drawn up from ancient writers with 
great care and labour, fairly tran- 
icribed with his own hand, and 
ready for the prefs. The manu- 
feript, after having lain feventy 
years in obfcurity, has at length 
been put into the hands of Mr. 
Thomas Robins, fome time fince 
Divinity tutor in the Diflenting 
academy at Daventry, who has been 
prevailed upon to undertake the 
wbridgment of the former part of 
the treatife, and the revifal of the 
whole, in order to its publication 
in a fize and form moft likely to be 
acceptable and ufeful. ‘I his tafk 
has been executed with no fmall de- 
gree of labour. Mr. Kobins has 
contracted the controverfia! divifion 
of the work into Icfs than a fourth 
part of its original extent ; and he 
has endeavoured to abridge the 
ra‘tical reflections without dettroy- 
ing the fyminetry, fpirit, and popu- 
larity of the whole. ‘The fevea 
chapters into which this perform- 
ance is civided, have the tollowing 
titles. ** The Nature of Baptifm ;” 
«¢ The Subjects of Baptifin ;” * It’s 
Neceflity and Efficacy ;” ‘* Of the 
Circumiiances of its Adminiftra- 
tion ;”’ *¢ Of the practical Improve- 
ment of our own Baptifm ;” * Di- 
rections to Parents concerning that 
of their Children ;” ** Directions 
what to do when we are prefent 
where the Ordinance of Baptifm is 
adminiftered.”” Any production of 
fo popular a writer as Mr. Henry 
will Gnd a number of readers, efpe- 
cially 
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cially among thofe who concur 
with the author in the general 
firain of his theological fentiments. 

A publication of fuch confe- 

uence, and originally proceeding 
yea fo eminent a hand, hath awa- 
kened the zeal of the Anti-Pado- 
baptifts. Mr. Jenkins hath at- 
tacked it with vigour, in a pamph- 
let, entitled, ‘¢ The Incontitiency 
of Infant fprinkling with Chritiian 
Baptifm, with religious Ufetulnets, 
and with Salvation by Chrift alone.” 
From this title, it is apparent how 
ardent Mr. Jenkins is tor the caufe 
he hath efpoufed. The points he 
maintains, in fix letters to the edi- 
tor of Mr. Henry’s ‘Treatife, are, 
that what is called Intant Baptifin 
is totally incompatible with the na- 
ture, defign, and end of Baptutm, 
confidered as a moral inilitution ; 
that it is no lefs inconfiftent with 
the explicit defignation of the or- 
dinance, as particularly delineated 
in Scripture; that there is no pre- 
cept to enforce, and no exampie to 
illuttrate the practice ; that it 1s 
both ufelets, and of dangerous ten- 
dency ; and that immertion is the 
only feriptural mode of baptifm. 
The injurious reflections cait upon 
immerfion by Mr. Henry are 
fironely animadverted upon by the 
prefent writer ; and, indeed, we are 
furprized that the propriety of fup- 
preffing thein did not occur to Mr. 
Robins. 

A Mr. Richards is fo full of zeal 
againtt the praclice of Infant Bap- 
tim, or Infant Sprinkling, as he 
and writers of the fame ftamp choote 
to call it, that he makes it the prime 
object of his animadverfion and fa- 
tire, in his *¢ Hiitory of Antichritt, 
or Free Thoughts on the Corrup- 
tions. of Chrifiianity.””. This au- 


thor has, likewile, been engaged in 
3 controverly upon the Subject with 








a Mr. Carter. We have had no 
leifure to attend to their difputes, 

; Mr. Booth, in his « Voedobap- 
tifm ¢xamined, on the Principles, 
Concefhons, and Keafonines of the 
mott learned Peedobaprtitis,” hath 
fhewn that he is a powerful advo- 
cate for the practice of adult Bap- 
tilm. He has entered deeply into 
the fubject ; and, froma veryextens 
five reading, has collected togetheg 
a large number of paflages, wherein 
the friends of Infant Baptifm have, 
in one form or other, given up the 
arguments on which it is founded, 
The advantage which Mr. Booth 
believes himfelf to have gained, is 
puihed by him with great vigour; 
but we fhould have been much bet. 
ter pleafed with him if he had con- 
ducted his attack with lefs feverity, 
and if he had been lefs under the 
influence of narrow and_ bigotted 
principles. 

In this and the preceding year, 
there has been a flight revival of 
the controverfy between the 
Church of England and the Prote- 
ftant Difienters. Mr. Newton, a 
clergyman in the metropolis, of a 
Methodittical catt, wrote, in 1782, 
a Tract, entitled, ‘ Apologia,” 
which was intended to vindicate his 
quitting the Nonconformitts, with 
whom he had originally been in 
communion, and his receiving ho- 
ly orders according to the eftablith- 
ed forma. ‘This pamphlet, being 
out of the ordinary courfe of our 
reading, entirely efcaped our notice 
at the time of its publication; but we 
have fince heard that it excited no 
{inall degree of attention among the 
Calvinitiical Diffenters, and that it 
was deemed a formidable attack 
upon them. Accordingly, 1 has 
been thought worthy of a particue 
lar anfwer; and this hath been 
giver to it by a Dillenyng a 














we believe of fome eminence, in 
« An Apology, and a Shield for 
Protettant Diflenters, in thefe Times 
ot Initability and Mifreprefenta- 
tion.” There is fomething of 
quaintnefs 1 in this title, w hich rts 
wot entirely meet with our appro- 
bation ; but the work irtfelf is the 
production of a fentible man, who 
is well acquainted with the fubject 
upon which he writes, and who, we 
doubt not, will be confidered : 
having pertormed a fignal piece a 
fervice to that part of the Noncon- 
formilis, for whom it was more im- 
mediately deiigned, Neither Mr. 
Newton nor his anfwercr have 
wholly abftained from expreflions 
of feverity,which mi; ght hereer have 
been fared. 

‘The “ Direétions for the Student 

Theology” come from a writer 
we is well qualified for giving 
theol: ical advice. The objects 

his recommendation are, the 
Greek Tettament and the Septua- 
yint; Homer, Heliod, and tome 
other principal clatfics ; Prideaux’s 
Connection, Wilkins’s Natural Re- 
ligion, Clarke’s Diicourfes on tue 
fame fubject, Lardner’s Credibility, 
and Bifhop Newcome’s Lite ot 
Chri; the ftudy ot the Hebrew 
Language, without points ; a cri- 
tical fudy of the four Goipels, of 
the Acts of the Apoitles, and of the 
Fpiiiles ; the Works Joicphus ; 
the Fathers of eH fi it, fecond, and 
third centuries ; ¢ halde: 
riac, and other oriental langwa 
ges. A perfyn may undoubte diy 
be a vood and ee minifter of the 
Goipel without 
Critical hades but fome <e- 
gree of it he ought to acquire ; and 
the more he is p flefled of it, the 
more will he deierve the character 
of a feribe well initructed in the 
myfterigs of the kingdom of Hea- 
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The writer of ** A Letter to the 
Roman Catholics of the Ciry of 
Worceiler, from the late C hapl: ‘in 
of that Society,’” isa Mr. Whar- 
ton, who here itates the motives 
which induced him to relinquifh 
their communion, and to become a 
member of the Protettant Church. 
This pamphlet was origin: lly print. 
ed at Philadelphia ; but fine copies 
of it which were fent over to the 
author’s friends in England, hav- 
ing been fupprefled from a princi- 
ple of bigotry, he has thought pro- 
per to republith i itin London. [he 
reafons he has afligned for quitting 
the church of Rome are fuch as the 
adherents of that church will never 
be able to anfwer. We are pleafed 
with the teflimony of er sired -and 
refpect, which Mr. W hart n has 
paid to the moral charatter of the 
Jefuits, among whom he was edu- 
cated. Hettile as we have ever 
been to the general principles of 
that body of men, and greatly as 
we have detetied the ¢ induct of fe- 
veral individua's among them, efpe- 
cially in former times, we are firmly 
perfuaded that their late diffoluvion 
was preceded by many accufations 
and charges, which were cither 
wholly groundlefs or unjuftly ex- 
aggerated, ‘The lofs of them, in 
point of claffical inflruction, has, 
we believe, been fe me telt ia 
nv Poy ) ith countl ° 

We r ryot to mension, in its pro- 
per place, Mr. EK. W. W hitaker’s 
‘s Difiertation on the Prophecies re- 
lating to the final Rejioration of 
the fews.” ‘The polition maintain- 
ed by the author is, that the ews 
will be final y relor dto their own 
country, where they will fee al ng 
erty, under the protec. 
tion of God and his Chrift. If Vir. 
Whitaker had been more exact and 
critical in his difcrimination af the 
various predictions which he has 
e@cll. cted 
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collected together, he might have 
afforded greater fatisfaction to judi- 
cious readers. 


The Sermons in general of 1784, 
do not make fo diitingutthed a fi- 
gure as thofe of the preceding year ; 
nor do they «dmit ot being to com- 
modioufly d vided into fuch as were 
written by the divines of the efta- 
blifhed church, and fuch as came 
from the hands of protettant Dil- 
fenters. We fhall, therefore, take 
them as they occur, which, for the 
mott part, will be in the onder ot 
publication, Dr. Henry Hunter 
has printed another volume of his 
*s Sacred Biography,”’ containing 
eighteen difcourfes on the hitlory 
of Ifaac, Jacob, Jo! ‘eph, and Motes. 
On the character of thete difcourfes 
there is the lefs occafion to fpeak, 
as in our laft Regifter we were call- 
ed upon to deliver our fentiments 
concerning the ingenious author. 
We then gave teftimony to the per- 
{picuity, force, and ‘fpirit, with 

which he writes, and to the ufetul- 
nefs and popularity of his detign. 
The fame tribute of approbation is 
due to the prefent volume. 

Mr. Percival Stockdale, who is 
known to the world in the chara¢ter 
of a poet and critic, as well as of a 
divine, has publifhed ‘+ Sermons 
on important and interefting Sub- 
jects.” The praife of ingenuity 
and vivacity will never be denied to 
this author, andthe tend ney of his 
difcourtes 1s moral, practical, and 
ufeful. At the fame time, he in- 
dulges to fome eccentricities in his 
mode of writing, which every read- 
er may not approve, but w hich he 
himfelt probably regards as likely 
to add to the {pirit and acceptance 
of his corppotitions. Should he 
change his fentiments upon this 
head, what fome perfons efteem as 
faults will eafily be avoided. 


Mr. Robinfon of Cambridge hag 
at length completed, in five yo. 
lumes, his tranflation of Saurin’ 3 
Sermons, On Montieur Saurin’s 
literary charater, as it is alre: ady fo 
well known to mott of our re, aders, 
we necd not ex patin ite. ‘That he 
Was a mof? eminent preacher, that 
he poffeffed great elevance and great 
eloquence will not “by difputed. Se. 
veral of his difcourfes riletoa high 
degree of excellence, and m any paf- 
fuges i in them are very triking and 
fublime. But whilit we fincerely 
join in all this applaufe, we mutt be 
indulged in faying, that they are not 
in every refpe texactly fuited toour 
taite. Indeed, we never met with 


any French fermons that ft ily com- 
a Ww} ~ a genuine Enelifh un- 
eritand Ins Amidit a v ariety ot 


se able ‘and brillian ft ‘okes, there 
is ufually fomething in them of falfe 
refinement or extravagance, at 
which found judgment recoils. In 
Saufin we are not always fatisfied 
either with his fentiments or me- 
thod. However, we rejoice that 
Mr. Robinfon has put him into the 
power of thofe who were not ac- 
qui ainted with the original; and 
think that herein he has performed 
an importa: it fe rvice to the caufe of 
prac tical Chriflianity. ‘The value 
of the prefent pul blication is not 2 
little enh: anced by the tranflator’s 
fketch of the fiate of religion in 
France till the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz, by his memoirs ot 
Monfieur Saurin’s life, and by his 
refaces tothe different volumes. 
‘The third volume of Dr. Walk- 
er’s practical Sermons is a polthu- 
mous public: ition. The doétor, 
who died in 1783, was one of the 
minifters of the High Church of 
Edinburgh, and a colleague with 
Dr. Blair. To the elegancies and 
refinements of compofition, by 


which the latter gentleman has ob- 
tained 














tained fo much reputation, our au- 
thor never arrived. But he is faid 
to have been fuperior to his partner 
in a natural, unatfected, and grace- 
ful delivery. ‘The difcourtes now 
yublithed are well calculated for the 
general edification of Chriflian 
readers. 

Of Downes’s ‘ Sermons on va- 
rious Subjects,”? we can only fpeak 
from the inform: ition of others. 
The character given of them is, 
that they are written in a perfpicu- 
ous ilyle, that they are adapted to 
common capacities, and that they 
are fitted to promote real religion. 

Mr. White’s Sermons, contain- 
ing a view of Chriitianity and Ma- 
hometanifm, in their hiftory, the'r 
evidence, and their effects, confti- 
tute the prime publication of the 
year, in that fpecies of compofition 
on which we are now treating. 
They were preached before the Uni- 
verfity of Oxtord, at the lecture 
founded by Mr. Bampton, and have 
conferred peculiar glory on that in- 
{titution. Mr. White was very 
happy in choofing for his fubject a 
comparifon between Chriftianity 
and Mahometanifim, being a fubject 
curious and important in itfelf, and 
which he was eminently qualitied to 
manage, by his knowledge of ori- 
ental literature, of which he had al- 
ready afforded feveral flriking proots 
tothe public, and thereby ‘tellified 
how ably he: futlains the character 
of Archbifhop Laud’s 

Arabic. The difcourfe sy M hich are 
of great length, are nine in number. 
The firft opens the plan; the fe- 
cond confiders the hittory of Ma- 


hometanifin, and the third that of 


Chrittianity ; in the fourth the cha- 
racter of Mahomet is difplayed, and 
the fifth deferibes the lite and cha- 
racter ot Chri : 

venth relate to the external evi- 
dence of the Mahomeran and Chrit- 
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tian Religions ; in the eighth, the 
internal evidences of theie two re* 
ligions are compared ; and the ninth 
reprefents the contrary effects of 
Mahometanifin and Chritlianity. 
Thefe feveral topics are difcufled 
with eminent ability ; ; and the con- 
trait which is drawn between the 
character of the Arabian Prophet 
and the characéter of our Saviour is 
adinirably conducted. Mr. White 
is entitled to great praife, not only 
for his fentiments and his reafoning, 
but alfo for his language. ‘The 
compolition is highly polifhed, the 
periods are finely turned and round- 
ed, and ttrength and fplendour are 
combined with elegance of ftyle. 
It our ingenious and learned pro- 
feflor had treated on his fubject 
w:thout ever introducing any of the 
my fterious and difput: ble doetri INCS, 
concerning which the moit upright 
aud zealous friends of revelation 
widely differ, his work would have 
been more valuable, and more fitted 
to be handed down with approba- 
tion to potlerity. No temporary 
or extraneous matter fhould have 
been admitted into fuch a work. Ie 
fhould have contained nothing that 
favours of particular fyttems, no- 
thing but what relates to our com- 
mon Chrifianity, and the different 
kinds of evidence on which the 
Gofpel and the Alcoran are found- 
ed. We cannot help informing 
our readers of the fuecefs which has 
attended Mr. Whirte’s Sermons. 
Notwithitanding their length, when 
he preache then be fore the Univer- 
lity of Oxtord, $ St. Mary’ $ Church 
was prodi; cioufly crowded, An cdi- 
tion ofa ti houfand copics Was {peedie 
ly fold. A fecend imprefon of two 
thoufand has been printed, and 
meets with a very r api fale. The 
author has ac tui { both honour 
and profit ; and we oe not but 
that he will receive fome mark of 
ad favour 





{226] 
favour from the Archbifhop of 


Canterbury, for the fervice he has 
done to the Chriftian caute. 

Though the fingle sermons of the 
year have been very numerous, and 
many of them appear to be excel- 
lent, it doth not comport with our 
plan to give them a diitinct confide- 
ration. If we take the liberty of 
mentioning a few of them in « more 
particular manner, this, it is hoped, 
will not be regarded as done with 
a defign of difparaging the reft: 
nothing can be farther from our 
view. No one will be offended 
with our paying a peculiar atten- 
‘tion te the fermon preached by Dr. 
“‘Watfon, bifhop of Landa, before 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
in the Abbey Church of Weitmin- 
fter, on the 30th of January, 1784. 
It is a mafterly difcourfe on divine 
providence, and is the refult of 
wifdom, philofophy, and picty. 
Such thirtieth of January Sermons 
are not the production of every di- 
vine, or of every bifliop. 

Mr. Peckard’s ** Picty, Benevo- 
lence, and Loyalty recommended,” 
a difcourfe preached before the 
Univeriity of Cambridee, on the 
fame day, is worthy of the reputa- 
tion the author has obtained by his 
former compofitions, which, though 
not numerous, are valuable, and all 
of which are calculated to fupport 
the caufe of Chrittian liberty and 
rational religion. We are forry to 
find it declared by the worthy au- 
thor, that the committing the pre- 
fent fermon to the prefs will in all 
probability be the latt public act of 
his life. The courfe of nature, his 
advance in years, the indications 
which he perceives of declining 
flreneth, all, he fays, indicate to 
him that his continuance cinnot be 
of long duration. He has our wifh- 
es that he may, tor years to come, 
be able te carry on the good debgns 
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to which his time and his ftudies 
have always been devoted, 

Twoother fingle Sermon ,v hich, 
from the {pirit, ability, and learning 
with which they are written, are 
entitled to diitinguifhed notice 
were both of them delivered rr 
ocealion of the primary viutation 
ot the Bifhop of Norwich. The 
fir{t was preached in the cathedral 
church of that city, by Mr. Howes, 
and the fecond at Bury St. fe. 
munds, by Mr. Derby. My. 
Howes is underilood to he the 
writer of a valuable publication, 
entitled * Critical GObfervations 
upon Authors, ancient and mo- 
dern,’’ which came out oceationally 
in numbers, and have been fince 
collected together. 

The appointment of a day of 
public thankfgiving, on account of 
the late peace gave rife, of courie, 
to the appearance of a number of 
Sermons trom the prefs. Of thefe 
the moft dittinguithed that came 
from the divines of the Eitablithed 
Church feem to have been the Bi- 
fhop of St. David’s betore the 
Houte of Lords, Dr. Prettyman’s 
before the Houfe of Commons, and 
Dr. Burraby’s at Greenwich. 
Among the Diffenters the difcourfes 
of Mr. Walker at Nottingham, and 
of Mr. Cappe, at York, claim the 
pre-eminence. Both thefe ditcour- 
fes diitplay a great fulnefs of fenti- 
ment and an uncommon energy of 
expreffion. The authors of them 
have more than once before appear- 
ed before the public on occation of 
the American war, to which they 
were zealous enemies, having been 
diffatisfied both with the principles 
and the policy on which that wat 
was conducted. 


Under the head of Metaphyfical 
publications, the firit place 1s un- 
doubiedly due to Lord a 

iis 
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This gentleman hath prefented tothe 
jJearned world the third volume of his 
** Ancient*Metaphy tics, containing 
the Hiftory and Philofophy of Men ; 
with a preface, containing the Hif- 
tory of Antient Philofophy, both in 
antient and later Times.” Three 
ditfertations are alfo annexed, upon 
the following fubjects: 1. Contir- 
mations and illuttrations of what 
has been faid in the preceding vo- 
lumes upon the fubject of the prin- 
ciples ot Sir Ifaac Newton's Attro- 
nomy. 2. An enquiry into the 
priniple of the motion of bodies 
unorganized, 3. The difference 
between man and drute farther illu- 
ftrated and explained, with addition- 
al tacts and obtervations concerping 
the Ouran ©utang and Peter the 
wild bey. ‘The prefent work is di- 
vided into two books, the firtt of 
which confiders the fever.1 fubttan- 
ces of which man is compoted, and 
particularly the vegetable part of 
his con polition ; and the tecond, 
which includes almoit the whole ot 
the volume, treats on the animal 
part of the compofition of man. 
Our opinion concerning the charac- 
ter of this writer was given, fome- 
what at large, in our Annual Re- 
giiter tor 1783; «nd we adhere to 
the etlimate which was then formed 
by us of his intellectual and lite- 
rary talenis. ‘The volume before 
us is entitked to the fame approbu- 
tion and the fame cenfure which 
have been beftowed by the mott ju- 
dicious critics on the preceding vo- 
lumes. Sorry we are to tay, that 
the cenfure mutt far exceed the ap- 
probation of the work now publifh- 
ed. The preface, containing the hif- 
tory of Ancient Philofophy, is the 
moit inftructive and entertaining 
part. Atthe fame time, it is by no 
means unexceptionable, as our 
readers will ecafily judge, when 
they are informed that Lerd Mon- 
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boddo believes Pythagoras to have 
been fomething between God and 
Man, a foperior intelligence inha- 
biting fuch a body as ours. That 
his lordthip has read a great deal of 
Greek Philolophy, cannot be de- 
nied ; and when he fimply confines 
himfelf to hiflorical facts, in his ac- 
count of the principles and fyilems 
of the ancient Metaphyficians, he 
merits attention. But his extrava- 
gant‘applautes of them, and his bi- 
goted adherence to their diftine- 
tions mult be condemned. Indeed, 
we fearcely ever met with an in- 
fiance in which learning was more 
completely divorced from good 
fenfe. ‘The author’s abfurdiries 
are furprifing, and his credulity 
highly ridiculous. We had a de- 
fign of inferting, in the mifcellane- 
ous department of our Regitler, 
what he hath advanced conceroiag 
the varieties of men. But the paf- 
fave is fo rifible, that we were ap- 
prehentive our readers would not 
imagine that we were exhibiting 
the ferious opinions of the writer. 
The extract would have looked 
like an attempt at wit and humour, 
which was certainly no part of 
Lord Monboddo’s intention. So 
far are we from being enemies to 
the ancient philofophers, that wé 
have a fincere veneration for them, 
with them to be clotely ftudied, and 
are perfuaded that excellent ufe 
may be mide ot their works. But 
may not all this be done without 
idolizing them, without thinking 
that they, and they alone, pene- 
trated into the whole of truth ? 
May not all this be done without 
neglecting and defpifing the difco- 
veries and reafoninys of the mo- 
derns ? A real admiration of the 
ancients is perfectly cgnfitient with 
paying the proper tribute of refpect 
to the wi'dom and {cience of later 
ages. Lord Monboddo feems to 

P 2 hope 





hope that the Ariflotelian philofo- 
phy will again become predomi- 
ment in England, It may, per- 
haps, be cherified by a few inge- 
nious men, with a view of attain- 
ing fome theolovical purpofes : but 
the dominion of the ichool-men, to 
any great degree of extent, is over. 
It cannot ftand ayainit the keen at- 
tacks of liberal and philofophical 
enquiry. Ancient and modern li- 
terature, we trutt, will go hand in 
hand together, and be accompanied 
with that good fenfe,ot the want of 
which our author has fet us a de- 
plorable example. During a vilt 
which he lately made to London, 
an inftance of his fupreme contempt 
for the moit eminent wriers of this 
age appeared in a large company 
where we happened to be prefent. 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon being the fub- 
ject of converfation, Lord Mon- 
boddo afferted that his name would 
foon die. For our part., we do not 
regard the memory of Dr. Johnfon 
with that idolatrous adoration which 
has recently been paid to it by fome 
of his fond admirers. We think 
that he was narrow and contracted 
in his religious and political fenti- 
ments, and that his works have their 
faults as well as their excellencies. 
Neverthelefs, it would be the refult 
of the moti contemptible ignorance, 
or the moft cantemptible bigotry, 
to fay that he is not a great and di- 
itinguifhed writer, who has reflect- 
ed honeur on his age and country. 
His Dictionary, his Rambler> his 
Raffelas, his Imitations of Juvenal, 
his Lives of the Poets, will always 
aiferr his claim to that character. 
Thefe productions of Dr. Johnton 
will be read with improvement and 
applaufe, when Lord Monboddo’s 
volumes of Ancicut Metaphviics 
are configned to the dutt of libra- 
nies. This we apprehend to be a 


tate which {peedily awaits them, 
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However, we do not deny that thep 
may ufefully be confulted as an hi 
torical repofitory ot the doctrines of 
the Grecian Philofophy, whilit the 
conclufions drawn from them, and 
the pertinacity with which thefe 
conciufions are maintained, will be 
totally difregarded, 

An ** Eifiy on the Immortalit 
of the Soul,” Is in anfwer to Mr, 
Hume. ‘I he author lays great fret 
On an axiom, admitted by that wie 
ter, that nature does nothing in 
vain, Upon this principle our ef. 
fayift concludes, that fhe would not 
have given us an unbounded love 
for happinefs, together with ideas 
of all kinds and degrees of happi- 
nefs, if fuch happinefs and degrees 
of happinefs did not exitt, or were 
not attainable. We imagine that 
this mode of reafoning may appear 
inconclufive to fome who are far 
from agreeing with Mr, Hume in 
his infidelity. At the fame time, 
we receive pleafure from every at- 
tempt to prove that the doctrine of 
a future flate is conformable to the 
beft dictates of the humao mind. 

There is no fubject on which Mr. 
Locke was generally thought more 
completely to have obtained the ad- 
vantage, than ia his attack upon 
innate ideas. So decifive was the 
victory, that, when the do¢trine 
came to be much exploded, that 
part of the *¢ Effay” concerning 
human underttanding, which was 
employed in confuting it, was found, 
in confequence of being deemed no 
longer neceffiry, tedious and dit- 
agreeable to read. Mr. Locke's 
difcuifion of the queftion bas, how- 
ever, occafionally been animadvert- 
ed upon ; and we have obferved ot 
late years, efpecially among the fen- 
timental philofophers, fome tenden- 
cy to recur to the old fyftem, This 
object is purfued in the * Review 
ot Locke’s Denial of innate aac) 

4 











Jt was long ago obferved by Pro- 
feflor Hutchefon of Glafgow, that 
the dottrine of innate ideas is by 
no means neceflary to the admitfiien 
of innate principles. 

The detien of “ A Plain and 
Concife Apology for the Permittion 
of Natural and Moral Evils in a 
State of Trial,” is pious, judi- 
cious, and ufeful. It is fuihcient, 
the author thinks, to prove that 
every work of God is pei tect in its 
kind, and complete with refpect to 
its prefent ends and purpofes ; and 
he endeavours to thew that this 
world, as a ftate of probation, is 
adapted in every view to its ulti- 
mate ob.ect. Such fentiments are 
well calculated to filence our com- 
plaints againtt divine Providence, 
aud to engage us to fullain with 
dignity the feveral trials to which 
our integrity may be expofed, 


Tn directing our attention to the 
objects of government and law, we 
rejoice in an opportunity of teltify- 
ing our regard to fo eminent and 
refpectable” a writer as Dr. Adam 
Smith. His * Inquiry into the 
Nature and Caufes of the Wealth 
of Nations,” is one of the bett 
productions to which this or any 
other country has given birth. We 
entire ‘ly agree with the eulogium 
which has been pronounced upoa 
it, that it is a work which will, 
probably, in furure times, be re- 
terred to in political fetence, as the 
firit jutt and fyfematic account, 
that has appeared in any language, 
of the principles of pub lic oeco- 
nomy, and the phenomehs of com- 
mercial fates. A third edition of 


this creat work in three volumes, 
ofiavo, is now publifhed, and the 
author hath increafed its value by 
feveral important ad ‘ditions, which 
are the refult of clofe and diligent 
jnvettigation and retiectron. 


rs he 
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fubjects chiefly difcuffed, are, the 
State of Commerce between Great 
Brirain and France; the Effects of 
the Bounty on Corn ; ; that on the 
White Herring Pithery, and other 

Rounties ; the Retiricti: msand Pro- 
hibisions refpecting the Marerials 
of Manufacture, particularly Wool; 

and regulated and Laat ree Com+ 
panies. Under the latt head, Dr. 
Smith has given an tee count of the 
Hamburgh, the Ruthan, the atte 
land, the Turky, the African, and 
the Fait-India Companie:.. His 
View of the Hitlory and Prefent 
State of the Ea‘i India Company, 
is peculiarly infructive. For the 
advantave of the purchafers of the 
two tormer aiptillicine of our au- 
thor’s work, the corrections and 
additions are {eparately printed in 
quarto, 

Wight’s * Tngu'ry into the Rife 
and Pros prefs ot Darfiamenc. chiefly 
in Scotland, and a complete ‘Syftem 
of the Law concerning the Elections 
of the Reprelentatives from Scot- 
land to the Parliament of Great 
Britain,”” we bave not had letfure 
to examine with that attention 
which {fo large a publication might 
feem to require. We are, how- 
ever, cOmpctent to declare, that 
we by no means agree with him in 
what he has advanced concerning 
the origin and conititution of the 
Englifh parliament. He concurs 
too much with Dr. Brady, a wre 
ter, who, though able, learned, 
and induftrious, was hindered by 
his narrow principles , and intereft« 
ed views, from examining the fub- 
ject with due impartiality. We 
have obferved, with diffatista¢tion, 
that the generality of North Bri- 
tifh writers ret principally upon 
Brady as an authority, though 
his errors and mifreprefentations 
have fo often been expofed, by 


mea whote knowledge and litern- 
ture 
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ture entitle them to a careful pe- 
rufal. Dr, Gilbert Stuart is an 
eminent exception to the cenfure 
we have pafied upon fome of his 
countrymen. With the rife and 
rogreis ot the parliament of Scot- 
Fand, we are not fufficiently ac- 
quainted to give a decided opi- 
nion from our own origina! in- 
quirics. But the fentiments upon 
that head which we have derived 
from an attentive reading of Dr. 
Gilbert Stuart’s various and im- 
portant works, can only be eradi- 
cated by fironger evidences than 
have yet fallen under our infpec- 
tion. Whatever may be thought 
of Mr. Wight’s determinations as 
an antiquary, we underftand that 
the protetlional part of his pertorm- 
ance 1s entiled to the higchett 
praifes. His fyfem of the law 
concerning the elections of the 
repre fentatives trom Scotland to the 
parliament of Great Britain is com- 
plete, and cannot fail of em'nently 
conducing to the purpofes for 
which it is more iminediately in- 
tended. 

The grand queftion concerning 
the neceility and expediency of a 
reform in parliament, has been 
carried on in various publications. 
Mr. Soame Jenyns, who always 
writes with elegance and vivacity, 
and fometimes with wit, and who 
ufually employs thefe qualities in 
oppofition to the beit mtereits of 
mankind, has affumed the pen on 
the prefent occafion. In a fhort 
_tract, entitled, ** Thoughts on a 
Parliamentary Reform,” he has 
treated the whole matter as abfurd, 
ridiculous, and impracticable, and 
feems to dread nothing fo much as 
an independent hou‘e of commons. 
However defective Mr. Jenyns 
may be in argument, the fpirit of 
his compotitions never permits them 
to fall inte that coniempt which 


difdains a reply, Accordingly, his 
pamphlet was foon followed by 
‘¢ Some other Thoughts on a Par. 
liamentary Reform,” and by “ An 
Aniwer to Thoughts on a Parlia. 
mentary Reform.” Major Cart. 
wright, the tirenuous advocate for 
equal and univerfal reprefentation, 
has appeared with great vigour in 
the controverty. His * Internal 
Evidence, or, An Inquiry how far 
‘Truth and the Chritiian Religion 
have been confulted by the Au- 
thor of ** Thoughts on a Parlia- 
mentary Reform,” is directed to 
three points. Firft, the major de. 
lineates the characier of the author 
of the Chriftian Religion, and 
the character of the author af 
** thoughts on a_ Pasrliamentar 
Reform.” Secondly, he thates the 
end propofed to himfelf by each 
of thofe authors; and laitly, the 
means which each has employed ta 
promote the end in view. Though 
we cannot mention every publica- 
tion upon the fubject, we mutt not 
omit *¢ An Effay on Parliamentary 
Reprefentation, and the Macittra- 
cies of our Boroughs Royal; thew- 
ing, that the Abufes at prefent 
complained of refpecting both, 
are late Deviations from our Con- 
ftitution, as well as from common 
Senfe; and the Necetlity of a 
fpeedy Reform.” This fract, which 
has a particular reference to the 
{tate ot Scotland, is the refult of 
deep enguiry, and will carry con- 
viction with it to the diicerning 
and impartial reader. Upon the 
whole, the opinion that a reform 
of parliament is in fome degree 
neccflary, though it produces no 
violent agitation in the public 
mind, feems gradually to be gain- 
ing ground, and may in time be 
productive ot confiderable effects. 
Unlefs fuch an opinion had ob- 
tained an extenlive {pread, it would 

fearcely 





fearcely have been fupported bya 
prime minilier. Whatever the de- 
claimers againit innovation may ai- 
fet, the improved and improving 
jiate of fociety will require cor- 
reipondent alterations. W hen evils 
are deeply felt, they 1 
died, or Worle Coniequences enfue. 
In fact, the introduction of the 
Chrijiian religion, the eflablith- 
ment of it by the emperor Con- 
fiantine, the reception of it in this 
country, the Ketormation in Ger- 
many, the eformation in England, 
the Revolution, in fhort, the feve- 
veral additions that have been 
made, from time to time, to the 
religious, the civil, the commer- 
cial advantages of mankind, ail 
have arifen trom the doctiine otf 
innovation. 

The trial of the dean of St. 
Afaph was a very important event 
with regard to conititutional liber- 
ty. ‘Ihe refult of it at Shrewt- 
bury was an undeciiive verdict; 
an error into which the mott up- 
right juries have fometimes been 
led, when, on the one fide, they 
are uowilling to condemn the de- 
fendant ina criminal profecution, 
and, on the other, are deterred, 
by the politivity of the judge, from 
bringing i in the direct acquittal ot 
“+ Not “euilty.” The affair has 
fince been heard at the court of 
King’s-Bench, and the proceedings 
againit the dean have been quafhed 
by one of thofe legal fubtilties 
which an ingenious magiftrate can 
ealily find out, when he is defirous 
of getting rid of a_ perplexing 
caufe, without a difavowal of his 
arbitrary principles. ‘This matter 
hath again brought into agitation 
the important queftion concerning 


the right and power of juries. In 
the publications of the trial at 
Shrewibury, by Mr. Gurney and 


Mr, Blanchard, the fpeech of Mr. 
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Frtkine, in defence of his client, 
makes a dittinguithed figure. In 
this fpeech, the able and learned 
advocate has maintained the com- 
petency of the jury to determine 
the whole caufe before them, as 
combined of law and faét, with a 
peripicuity, fpirit, and energy 
which reflect great credit on him 
felt, and are highly ferviceable to 
the cau e of liberty. Mr, irikine’s 
pleading, for the fake of being ren- 
dered more extenfively beneficial 
to the country, has been feparately 
printed. 

‘Lhe revival of this fubj@ét has 
given rife to other publications, 
the greater part of which belong 
to the year 1785. In 4784, the 
mott diitinguithed ‘Tract upon the 
queition was Dr. Towers’s ** Ob- 
fervations on the Rights and Duty 
of Juries, in Trials for Libels.”” 
On this topic the doctor was pecus 
liarly qualhiiied to excel, both by 
his principles and habits of en- 
quiry. itis a point that has long 
engaged his ttudy, and on which 
he hath formerly had occation to 
deliver his fentiments. Accord- 
inyly, he hath collected his whole 
itrength in the pamphiet betore us, 
and appeared i in it to great advan- 
tage. His knowledge of the law 
of libels is much tuperior to what 
might have been expected from one 
who 1s not of the leval protetfion. 
His acquaintance with the hiltory 
of proceedings in matters of this 
kind is very extenfive, and fearcely 
any thing that relates to the argue 
ment has efe: iped his notice. We 
icruple not to declare, that our 
author has fully etlabliflied his doc- 
trine, that it is the right and duty 
of juries to determine both the law 
and the faét, in trials for libels ; 
and he has clearly and flrongl 
fhewn how effential this point w 
to the liberties of the people, The 
P 4 nation, 
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nation, we truft, will become every 
day more and more enlightened 
upon the fubject, and jurymen 
more and more courageous in wih- 
ftanding the encroachments of arbi- 
trary power. I¢ affords us pecu- 


liar pleafure to find, from conver-.» 


fation in the world, that the gen- 
tlemen of the law in general do 
not agree in fentiment with thofe 
judges who are for reftraining the 
rights and privileges of juries, 
The ‘¢ Letters toa young Noble- 
man, on varjous Subjecis, particu- 
larly on Government and Civil Li- 
bert¥ are fuppofed to have been 
written by a peer of the realm, 
whofe fon, though not abfolutely 
serverted, had however been tlag- 
gered by the “ fpecious and arttul 
ublications of fome over-zealous 
friends to the pretended natuial 
rights of man.” ‘Ihe danger of 
feduétion principally arofe from 
Dr. Price’s publications. To guard 
again{t fo. dreadful an event, the 
noble lord has addreffed his fon in 
a feries of Letters which conflitute 
giix Shilling volume. Dr. Price’s 
principles, in the Opinion of his 
lordfhip, fap the very foundations 
of the Britifh government, and ul- 
timately tend to ararchy, rebel- 
Jion, and all the evils of popular 
violence and confuiion. It may 
reafonably be objefed, on the other 
hand, to the pofitions of the pre- 
fent author, that they are too fa- 
vourable to prerogative, and too 
hoftile to the rights of the people, 
to be admitted by any true friend 
to liberty. We cannot, therefore, 
avoid being fo wicked as to exprefs 
our fincere wifh that the noble wri- 
eter’s fon may fo far reftrain his 
filial reverence, as not to become a 
convert to his father’s reafonings. 
Mr. Knox’s ** View of the Bri- 
tifh Empire, more efpecially Scot- 
Jand, with fome Propofals for the 


Improvement of that Country 
the Extention of irs Fifheries, onl 
the Reliet of the People,” is 
publication which merits, and which 
hath excited, no fimall degree of 
attention, ‘The author writes with 
an eccentricity of zeal, which does 
honour to his heart, and is no dif, 
credit to his underthanging. Vari 
ous topics are difeuffed by him, 
but his grand view is direded tq 
the improvement of Scotland, and 
to the torwarding of a more liberal 
fyftem of polity with reyurd to that 
country. His defer ption of the 
wretched flate and treatmenr ot the 
inhabitants of the Highlands js 
very ftriking, and uncommonly 
aileciing. We hope thar Mr, 
Knox's patriotic and pithetic re- 
prefentaticns will not be without 
effect, as the affair of the fitheries 
feems to be taken up with ardour 
in the houfe of commons, 

In our latt Regifier, we mentions 
ed the firft part of Mr. Keeves’s 
“ Hiffory of the Englifh Law,” 
A fecend volume is now publithed, 
and dedicated to lord Mansfield, 
who had exprefled his approbation 
of the former part. The hiftory 
is cairied on from the beinning of 
the reign ot Ldward the Second to 
the reign of Henry the Seventh, 
It is to the profetiion of the law 
that this work is chiefly calculated 
to be acceptable and ufeful, and 
not to general readers. ‘The au- 
thor has in fome refpe‘ts changed 
his plan, and, we are afrajd, has a 
little remitted of his original dili- 
gence. The truce apology for him 
we believe is, that he has not met 
with the encouragemet which fo 
laborious and important an under: 
taking deferved. 

‘“ The Law of Simony,” by 
Mr. Cunningham, contains all the 
ftatutes, cafes at large, arguments, 
refolutions, -and judgments col- 
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cerning it, under their proper 
heads. ‘The ufefulacts of fuch a 
comp’ lation, not only to the clergy 
in general, but to all who have 
any concern whether immediately 
or ‘remotely, with matters of church 
prefermenty is apparent at firft 
view. What adds peculiarly to 
the value of the prefent publica- 
tion, is its giving an ample detail 
of the proceedingss on the cele- 
brated caufe between the bifhop of 
London and Lewis Difney Ffytche, 
efq. refpecting bonds ot retigna- 
tion. 

The author of * Facts fully efta- 
blifhed, and fubmitted to the Con- 
fideration of both Houtes of Par- 
liament, the Lords of Manors, Xe. 
on the Cruclty and Oppreilion of 
the Game Laws,”’ propotes to ren- 
der the right of killing game as 
beneficial as pollible to the pubiic, 
by making all perfons who enjoy 
this diftinétion pay tor it to the 
ftate. Two hundred thoufand 
pounds a year, he thinks, may 
with great ea.e, be drawn trom 
this fource, without producing one 
murmur from the poor, the ma- 
nufacturer, or the merchant. How- 
ever reafonable fuch a plan may 
appear, it is not probable that the 
narrow views by which country 
gentlemen in general are actuated, 
would permit it to be carried into 
execution. 


The new fituation of North A- 
merica-will naturally give rife to 
the reflections and obfervations of 
fpeculative men. ‘Thofe philofo- 
phers and politicians in particular, 
who were ardently devoted to the 
Americans, and zealous for their 
independency, will be anxious for 
their welfare, watch over their 
proceedings, and interpofe their 
apinion and advice, with regard to 
fhe future conduct of provinecs 


thus recently exalted to the rank 
of fovercignty and dominion. Of 
this cait is the abbs de Mably, wha, 
in his ** Remarks concerning the 
Government and the Laws ot the 
United States of America, in Four 
Letters, addrefled to sr. Adams,” 
has opened the treafures of his 
political wifdom. He is very de- 
hrous of athiting the Americans in 
improving and perfecting their {y{- 
tem of government ; and for this 
purpote hath particular], examin- 
ed the conflitution tind laws of 
Pennfylvania, Maffachufers, and 
Georgia. Sometimes his Kemarks 
are juit and profound ; fometiines 
they are dubious; and there are 
cafes in which we are clearly of 
opinion that they are prroncous. 
His advices will not im every in- 
dtance be hearkened to, and obey- 
ed. His declamations againtt fo- 
reign commerce will be tota ly dif 
regarded ; and that puriry of re- 
publican manners which he recom- 
mends, if admired in theory, will 
not be reduced to practice. There 
are certa n points mm which the Ar 
mericans will te juftitied in reje€t- 
ing his countfel. His ideas are too 
favourable to arillocracy, and his 
fentiments concerning religion and 
religious Hberty remarkably crude 
and indisefied. On the whole, we 
have not read this performance 
“ h any extraordinary degree of 
atisfaction. We found ourfelves 
siaadied before we came to the end 
of it; and e!'cem it much infe- 
rior, both’ + point of inttruétion 
and entertainment, to the abbe’s 
Dialogues on Hiliory. 
When we come to Dr. Price’s 
‘¢ Obiervations on the Importance 
of the American Revolution, and 
the Means of making it a Benefit 
to the World,” a more interefting 
yublication will demand our atten- 
tion. ‘Lhe work was written in 
1784, 
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1784, and an impreffion was print- 
ed off, to be feat to America, a few 
copies only being privately dittri- 
buted in ingland, to fome parti- 
cular friends. ‘The doctor bath 
fince thought fit to publifh it in 
this country ; but as it belongs to 
178<, it will more properly be re- 
ferred tothat year. We beg, how- 
ever, permiifion to obferve, that 
in an avertion to toreizn commerce 
Dr. irice and the abbs de Mably 
perfectly coincide, ' whil't upon the 
head of religious eftablilhments 
and religious liberty, their ideas 
are totally oppofite. 

Mr. Adains’s ** Hittory of the Dif- 
putes with America, from their 
Origin in 17¢4,”’ relates chiefly to 
the firtt caufes and beginn.n:s of a 
quarrel which has been productive 
of fuch furprifing evens. As this 
‘Tract was written inthe year 1°74, 
the compoition of it preceded the 
tranfactions ot the late war, The 
defign of the author is to puriue 
the tories through all their wark 
intrigues and wicked machinations, 
and to fhew the nfe and progrets 
of their fchemes for enflaving A- 
mericae Whether a plan for en- 
flaving America was formed to early 
as Mr. Adams fuppote:, or whe- 
ther it was formed at all, will by 
many be difputed. It however, 
the intentions were not evil, the 
policy was fatal that produced a 
train of coniequences which, per- 
haps, both England and America 
will long have reafon to deplore. 

"i 

In pure Mathematics, Great Bri- 
tain continues to aficrt, as we tru: 
fhe will always do, her long efla- 
blifhed glory. The ‘ Arenarius of 
Archimedes,” has been tranilated 
from the Greek, with notes and 
ilutrations. by Mr. Anderfon, of 
Wadhain-College, Oxiord. ‘This 
is a fhort traét of that ancient geo- 


metrician, the defign of which is 
to demontirate the poffibility of 
enumerating the particles of fand 
which would compote a mafs equal 
m bulk tothe whole folar fyiiem, 
or any other determinate magni. 
tude whatever. the ingenious 
and learned tranflator, in his pre: 
face, has given fome account of 
the knowledge of the ancicnts in 
arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and 
ot ihe Pythagorean or Arivarchian 
fyitem ot the world ; and to rn. 
der the preient pubtication as com. 
plete as poilbic, he hath added, 
trom the Latin, the Diflertation of 
Chriftopher Clavius, on the fame 
fubject as the Arenarius. It were 
to be wifhed that Mir. Anderion 
might be encour*.ed to unde:take 
a trantlation of the whole works 
of Archimedes. The geometrical 
method of demonfiration, in con- 
fequence of its being more elegant 
and per/picuous t.an any other, 
was held in iuch high eiteem by 
the ancients, that they were hence 
injud cioully led to nezlect mecha- 
nical experiments in phil fophy. 
Mr. Atwood, of Cambriige, is 
known to be one of the moti em- 
nent proficients of that univeruty, 
in mathematical feience. The 
Poilofophical ‘Tranfactions have 
teilified his profound knowledge in 
this reip ct; and he has lately aftord- 
ed an illuitrious proof of it, in his 
‘¢"Treatifle on the Reétilinear Mo- 
tion and Kotation of Bod.es.” In 
ufing this language, we pretend 
not of ourfelves to deecde upon 
the iubject; being {atisfied with 
delivering the fentiments of thote 
who, from the nature of their 
ftudies, mutt be the beit judges in 
matters of this kind. ‘The fame 


eentleman has printed an * Ana- 
lytis of a Couarte of Lectures on 
the I'rinciples of Natural Philo- 
fuphy.” Though the work 15 1 
oD ad j 

] tw Cu 





_ -orm mm Oo ee ee 











tended for the ufe of the learned 
author’s pupils, it may be of great 
fervice to many other perions. No 
one can be better qualitied co direct 
the philofophical puruits of young 
men than Mr. Atwood ; and happy 
ought the ftudents to efieem them- 
felves who enjoy the benetit of 
fuch a director and guide. 

Minto’s ** Re‘earches into fome 
Parts of the Theory of Planets,” 
unite Mathematics with Aitrono- 
my. One of his objects is, to ioive 
the problem, to determine the cir- 
cular orbit of a planet by two ob- 
fervatons. This problem Mr. 
Minto exemplifies in the new pla- 
net; concerning which he has 
given a number of circumiiances, 
from Mr. Herichel, »roteflor slop 
of Pifa, protefior Kobinton of £ 
dinburgh, and other attronomers. 
It appears from the lanvuage of 
foreign philofophers, tuat the name 
of the new planet muit be fier- 
{chel. 

Among the productions of a ma- 
thematical kind, Mr. Keeble’s 
“ Theory of Harmonics; or, an 
Illuttration of the Grecian Harmo- 
nica,’ 1s a work of very contider- 
able importance. Mr. Keebl- 1s 
organiii of St. George’s church, 
Hanover-fquare, and is in the 
highet? reputation for his manner 
of playing open the organ. In 
his tae for mufic he is in the old 
ftyle, having learned his theory 
from Dr. ?cputch. Hence it is 
his firm pertuaiion, in common 
with his matter and other great 
men, that we mutt recur to the 
Grecian fchool for the true prin- 
ciples of mutic. That the ancients 
Were acquainted with harmony, as 
well as melody, is main‘ained by 
Mr. Keeble. His ‘reatife contains 
an Account of the ancient © yilem, 
as delivered in the authors collect- 
ed by Mecibomius; and fuch of our 
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readers as are defirous of knowing 
what the Grecian writer, have ad. 
vanced upon the fubject, — li here 
find fatistation, Concerning the 
points of mulical doctrine vindicated 
by Mr. Keeble, we are wholly incae 
psble of ,ronouncing a decided 
opinion, 

Mr. Gordon’s publication, enti- 
tled, ‘* |’rinciples of Naval Ar- 
chitecture,” is upon a fubject thae 
mutt ever be of peculiar imports 
ance to this kingdom His grand 
aiin 18 to improve the torm of ships, 
bendes whica he nath added fome 
Obiervations on the Structure of 
Carriages tor the ‘urpofes of Ine 
land Commerce, Agriculture, and 
other Objects. With regard to 
fliips, his firtt propofal is, to extend 
their length without inevealing 
their breadth, and to ender them 
propertionably itronger. ti fe- 
cond propotal is, to jon tocether 


two very long and nari w ilels, 
placed at a proper dita om 
each other, by means of s1oag 
beams and a platiorm, or deck 


reaching from ove to the other. 
On this co: ftructio,, he thinks, 
tnat flups of war would have no 
les than eighteen cupital acvane 
tay s over thips buit in the come 
Hien Way. ry. Gordon piopoles, 
in the third place, to form ve ‘els, 
very long, and very broad, ‘p proe 
porti n to their weight, woth flae 
botto: s, and a ereat number af 
keels toeach vetiel. His lait pro. 
pofal is, to conftruct the matts hol- 
lov, either of a pyramidal or coe 
nical form, with tramings of wood 
in the inude, at proper diftances, 
to fpport and ftrengthen the upe 
right picces. Maits, he contends, 
mav be thus formed which are 
valtly tironcer, and, at the fame 
time, lighter, than thofe that are 
now nule. All thelfe are matters 
fo remote from our ordinary tue 
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dies, that to determine upon them 
would be highly improper. The 
author is faid to be ingenious and 
original, but fomewhat eccentric 
in his plans of naval architecture, 
In objects of this kind, experiment 
is the grand teft of excellence. 

Mr. Nicholfon’s ** Navivaror’s 
Affiftant, containing the Theory 
and Pra¢tice of Navigation, with 
al! the ‘Tables requifite tor deter- 
mining a Ship’s Place at Sea,” is 
the production of a man of abili- 
ties, who has the courage to go 
out of the beaten line. Novelty, 
united with utility, will always be 
pleafing. If the author has fome- 
times iallen into errors, there can 
be no doubt but that he will be 
ready to correct them in the neat 
edition of his work. 


{The Royal Society continue to 
ublifh their Tranfactions with the 
uiual regularity. The 73d vo- 
lume is not inferior to that of the 
laft, and fome preceding volumes. 
The firit part of it was mentioned 
in the litt Annual Regitler: in the 
fecond, we receive from Mr, Her- 
fche!l, his ** Obfervations on the 
tee Motion of the Sun, and So- 
ar 5) {tem ; with an Account of the 
feveral Changes that have happen- 
ed among the fixed flars, from the 
Yime of Flamtlead.”? ‘To mark the 
changes in thofe bodies, we have 
relatively called fixed, after fo long 
an interval, is of great confequence, 
as very incontiderable ones may 
how become obvious. But Mr. 
Herfchel attempts alfo to account 
for them; and, by fuppofing a 
flight motion of the fun, perhaps 
in a part of fome orbit round an 
imaginary point, or the general 
center of gravity, he finds, that 
the alteration in many of the ftars 
may be explained. This, how- 
ever relates to the changes flowly 
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produced, for fome of the fixed 
itars, particularly Algol, as Mr, 
Goodricke has fatistactorily thown 
are periodically obfeured. A ati. 
ter, In a very reipectable journal, 
has conjectured, with much reafon, 
that it may be effected by a planet 
revolving round it. ‘The congela. 
tion of quickiilver, a fubject in 
philofophy not hitherto examined, 
has alio been the object of the So- 
ciety. Mr. Thomas Hutchins, go. 
vernor ot A'bany-tort, in Hudfon’s. 
bay, has been turnithed with pro- 
per initruments, and directions for 
this purpofe : we may add, that his 
accuracy and diligence have effect. 
ed every thing that the Soc ety could 
have wifhed. ‘he point of con- 
gelation is now afcertained, and 
fixed at about 39° below the begin- 
ning of Fuhrenheit’s feale ; fo that 
the extraordinary fall of the quick- 
filver obferved in Siberia, mutt be 
attributed to the irregular conrrac- 
tion of the metal, atter it has been 
frozen. in the late accounts, which 
we have received from the conti- 
nent, and particularly from Raila, 
we find, tat they have been en- 
gaged in near'y the (ame refcarches ; 
but, when quickfilver 1s frozen 
with cold of this intenfity, they 
feem to fufpect fome impurity of 
the metal, and think that the con- 
celation of pure quickiilver is only 
attected by cold of a fom. what 
greater feverity, viz, about mo 
devrees mere of Reanmutr’s feale, 
nearly four of Fahrenheit’s. In this 
part of the vi lume allo, Dr Biag- 
den has given a very intereitng 
and compendious account of all 
that has been already obferved on 
this fubiect. 

Mr. Cavallo’s improved air-pump 
is alfo a valuable addition to our 
philof phical apparatus. The Ces 
feription of it occurs in this part 
of the volume, and we find, tha, 
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by means of the improvement, air 
can now be rareticd 1000 times. 
That we may in our future annual 
sublication mention the principal 
{ubjects of an entire volume, we 
fhall not enlarge on the firtt part of 
the fucceeding one, though it ap- 
peared before the end of the year. 

In the part of the volume before 
us, we find alfo fome valuable che- 
mical papers. Mr. Wedgewood has 
publithed his own analytis of the 
black wad, and the duke de Chaulnes 
has informed us of the ** Method of 
making the Salt of Urice pure and 
white, with little lofs; as well as 
that of making the Phofphoric Acid 

erfectly tranfparent.”’ Practical 
chemitts beft know their obliga- 
tions to the nobleman, whofe me- 
thod has been found fuccetsful in 
repeated trials, . 

Dr. Priefley’s ‘* Experiments, 
relating to Phlogitton, and the 
feeming Convertion of Water into 
Air,” are proots of his diligence 
and candour. He obferves, and this 
fact, if fufficiently ettablithed by 
different operators, will have a very 
extenfive influence, that inflamma- 
ble air is alone fuflicient to revive 
metals from their calces: it at leaft 
proves, that this kind of air is 
compoted of phlogition, with few 
other ingredients. There are fome 
other facts in this article which de- 
ferve the attention of philofophers. 
The water indecd feemed only to 
be converted into air: in reality it 
efcaped in the form of fleam, while, 
at the fame time, the external air 
entered, 

In the more profeffed chemical 
works of this period, we mect with 
little addition to the aereal philo- 
fophy. Dr. Pearfon, in fome in- 
tere(ting “ ¢ bfervations and Ex- 
periments for inveiligating the 
Chemical Hittory otf the tepid 
Springs at Buxton,” has fhewa 
2 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE. [2574 


t 
that phlogifticated air is more fre- 
quently prefent in mineral waters, 
than we have hitherto fufpected ; 
and that fome of their heating and 
intoxicating effects, are owing to 
this principle. In other refpects, 
he has added fomewhat to our che- 
mical knowledge in general, and 
fomewhat to the hiftory of the 
waters, which are the fubjects of 
his work. It has however been 
thought, that he has been a little 
too diffufe. Dr, Walker’s + Kflay 
on the Waters of Harrowgate and 
Thorp-arch,” is executed with 
care ; but it is lefs exact on account 
of his not having been {ufficiently 
informed of the nature of fome of 
the modern re-agents. We with 
to adopt this term, as a very ex- 
preflive one, from the French: we 
mean fome new difcovered fub- 
ftances, whofe more powerful afli- 
nities with particular bodies, con- 
tribute to detect them where the 
have not hitherto beca fufpetted, 
or where they cannot, by other 
means, be eafily difcovered. We 
ought not to omit, in this account, 
“Dr. E. Cullen’s Tranflation of 
Berginan’s Opufcula.” Two vo- 
lumes are already printed: the 
greateft praife they can expett, is 
for their accuracy, fince the prin- 
cipal notes are to be fubjoined to 
the third volume, not yet pubiith- 
lithed. The original is known to 
every chemilt; and to praife this 
author’s attention, accuracy, and 
addrefs, would now be imperti- 
ment. 

‘The Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Arts have not been inat- 
tentive to a fcieuce, on which they 
fo much depend; and different 
premiums have been ofler'd of the 
chemical hind ; but nothing occurs 
in their late volume, which merits 
particular obfervation. Mr. Rich- 
ardfon’s ** Statical Etiimates of the 

Mate- 
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Materials for Brewing,” as a’che- 
mical work, deferve to be men- 
tioned. By his experiments, the 

ualities of the malt can be accu- 
rately eftimated; the ‘rength of 
the liquor will be necetlarily uni- 
form, and all the fermentable parts 
of the materials extracted. His 
hydrometer is more fimple, and 
equally accurate with that de- 
feribed in the lait volume of the 
Dijon Memoirs, by M. Morveau. 
It is adapted nearly to a fimilar 
purpofe, viz. to meafure the de- 
gree of concentration in the juice 
of the fugar-cane, by boiling. 

In other branches of philojophy, 
little occurs which deferves our no- 
tice, excepting Dr. Young’s * En- 
quiry into the principal Phzeno- 
mena of Sound and mutical Strings.” 
This work is clear, accurate, and 
elecant; it lays the foundation of 
@ more exatt popular fy {tem on this 
fubject, than we have yet received ; 
for the principal part of our know- 
ledge has been hitherto confined by 
diagrams and equations. Mir. 
Hancock has alfo publitied * The 
Doctrine of Ecliptes both Solar and 
Lunar.” His promifes are ample ; 
but his fuccefs inconfiderable. Mr. 
Minto’s * Refearches,” already 
mentioned are more correct. But, 
while thefe authors purfue nature 
in fome of her operations, Mr. 
O’Gallagher has prefented the pub- 
lic with his * Invetligation of the 
firft Principles of Nature.” We 
fhall not tranfcribe his magnificent 
promifes, becaufe he has not fulfilled 
them, and really feems deficient in 
-what ought to be the foundation of 
every fyiv'em, an accurate know- 
ledge of facts. 

“The General Dictionary of 
Hufbandry, Gardening, &c.” is 
an ufeful compilation on the fub- 
ject which it comprizes. The 
compilers are fometimes miftaken, 


by having drawn their intelligence 
from Improper fources, and have 
fometimes omitted what ought to 
have made a part of their plan; 
but, as they have collected ufetul ime 
formation in a {mall compafs, they 
deferve our praifes. * A particu. 
lar Enquiry into the Caufe of thar 
Diteate in Wheat called Brand,” 
is an ufeful Work of the fame kind, 
by Mr. Bryant. It will, at leatt, 
teach the practical hufbandman, 
not to trutt to the boatled recipes 
for preventing it. We muit not 
omit mentioning * Ufeful and Im- 
portant Obfervations on Agricul. 
ture;”’ **An Fffay onthe Conttruc- 
tion and Ufe of an improved Foot. 
plough ;” or even, “ A Deferip- 
tion of a Net invented effectually 
to deftroy the ‘furnip-fly.” ‘The 
objects of the two lait works are 
vbvious ; and the obfervations, in 
the firft, are general only. 

Mr. Young’s ** Annals of Acri- 
culture,” which are publithed in 
Numbers, are not, on that ac- 
count, the objeé of our attention; 
but, as they have now made fome 
progrefs, and are ditlinguifhable 
tor their accuracy and utility, we 
cannot omit wifhing the ingenious 
editor the fuceeis he fo well de- 
ferves, 

Mr. Curtis continues his very 
accurate work, the * Flora Lon- 
dinenfis ;” and, while others are 
improving the cultivation of our 
fields, he defcribes the ornaiments 
of their inclofures;—a work in- 
deed of lets importance, but, in 
our author’s hands, exceedingly 
meritorious, and frequently uieiul. 
Dr. Lettfom, in a volume told fe- 
parately, but really a part of his 
edition of Dr. Fothergill’s works, 
has deferibed the plants, in the 
Upton garden, under the title of 
«¢ Hortus Uptonenfis.” Aikin's 


‘‘ Calendar of Nature,” fcarcely de- 
jervcé 














ferves a place as a {cientific per- 
formance. It is a luxuriant de- 
feription of the ditterent plants pe- 
culiar to each month, ilvitrated 
by poetical quotations. It is a 
gardener’s calendar, — virginibus 
pueriique. ** Obiervati ms on the 
Oheero,”” a ipecies of palm-tree, 
are alfo very trifling. 

The Botanical so. i: ‘ty, in this 
year have completed their defign 
of tranilating Linnaus’ “* Syitem 
of Verctables. It is now enurely 
in an Englith form, and, to the 
kneylih botaniit a valuable acqui- 
fition. On the botanical refem- 
blance of plants, an anonymous 
author has endeavoured to ettablifh 
a relation, in their medical vi: tues, 
under the title of, ** A Short At- 
tempt to recommend the Study of 
Botanical Anlogy, in invettivat- 
ing the Propertics of Medicines, 
from the vegetable Kingdom.” 
‘this is an elegant, lively pertorm- 
ance, in Which the author has added 
to the obtervations of his predecel- 
fors, and copied theirs in an agree- 
able form. Dr. Lewis, in his Ma- 
teria Medica, has arranged medi- 
cines in a more arbitrary order ; 
and another edition of this work 
has been juit publifled, under the 
care of Dr. Aikin. Some trifling 
additions have been made to it, but 
not fuilicient to correct its detects. 
«© A Practical Treatife on the Eth- 

cacy otf Cowhave,” as an anthel- 
mentic, and **A Short iilay on 
the Goofle-grafs,” by Dr. Edwards, 
have both appeared in the year; 
but cither are of little confequenee. 
‘The medicines were betore weil 


known. ‘To this fhort account of 


medicines we are only to add })r. 
Houfton’s ** Obfervations on Po:- 
fons,”? which it is enough to men- 
fon, 

In the other departments of Na- 
tural Hittory, we have received 
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6 Philofop ical Effavs on the Man- 
ners of various toreign Animals ; 
with Obfervations on the Laws and 
Cuiloms of feveral battern Na- 
tions,’’ trantlated from the French 
ot M. d’Obfonville. ‘This work 
is mentioned in this place, as an 
account of the edlays aad manners 
ot animals. Of many of thefe, 
the author gives an e ntertaining 
defeription : as he copied trom ob- 
fervation, we have reafon alfo to 
think it exact. The trantlation of 
Spalanzani’s * Differtations, rela- 
tive to the Natural Hiliory of Ani- 
mals and Vegetables,” is alfo a 
valuable addition to Domettic Lite- 
rature. ‘Thefe two volumes con- 
tain the author’s Obfervations oa 
Digeliion, and on the Generation 
of the lower Orders- of Animals. 
‘Lhe character of Spalanzani is well 
known; and thete iflert itions have 
already obtained the character of 
accuracy as icientific works, and 
they greatly extend our knowledge 
on thefe fubjects. Mr. Boys’s 
«© Collection of minute and rare 
Shells, found on the Shore at Sand- 
wich” is curious, but the {pecies 
belong to genera already ettablifh- 
ed ‘The principal work of this 
year, in Natural Hiftory, we have 
not vet mentione d, the ** Slements 
of Mineralogy,” by Mr. Kirwan. 
He follows the chemical fyitem, 
and has given us 4 greater variety 
of careful analyies, that we have 
yet found, in any one work. Many 
of thefe are the reiult of his own 
labours, and deferve the highett 
prs ailes. His Diflertations, on fub- 
Je ‘ts connected with mincmlogy, 
e allio extreme 'y valuable. 

a here is ove « ork, which belongs 
to this clafs in its tori rather shee 
its fubttance, viz. the ** Sp cimen 
Monachologiz, or a Specimen of 
the Natural Hiliory, of the var 
Ous Ordcls of Mouks, a stCr fae Mun- 
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ner of the Linnxan Syftem.”” It 
is a pleafing reflection, that this 
piece of faire fhould have origi- 
nated from Vienna, once the great 
fupport of papal tyranny ; but we 

were furprifed, that baren Born, 
to whem it is attributed, fhould 
have made fome Siciinenaseel mif- 
takes in claffification. He has own- 
ed indeed, in his letters, that he is 
no botaniit; fo that it will be no 
very fevere imputation, to fuppofe 
him not well acquainted with the 
elailitication of animals, 

While we wander in the regions 
of philofophy, we are attracted by 
a particular utle, the ** Philofophy 
of Phyfic.” It is intereiting and 
attractive ; -fince ina {cience fo un- 
eertain, much depends on the fa- 
gacitv of the practitioner on the 
decifion of the moment. On exa- 
mining Mr, Dewell’s pamphlet, 
we were fomewhat difappointed ; 
for much of it was unintelligible ; 
and what we unde road, we did 
not approve. It is the fyitem of 
Dr. Brown, 2 caitle-builder, on an 
airy foundation, who is well known 
to our medical readers. If this 1s 
the philo fop! ny, Mir. Mofs’s « Me- 
dical Survey ot Liverpool” may 
be ftyled the poetry of phyfic. It 
is fuperior to vulgar prote ; but, as 
a medical work, of no great Im- 
portance. Dr. Pugh’s * Obferva- 
tions on the Climates of Rome, 
Nice, and Naples,” are more 
frictly philofophica!, and more 
correcily medical. They deferve 
attention, and ought to flimulate 
phylicians to examine more exactly 
the eflccis of different climates, a 
branch of knowledge, which men 
of the firtt eminence feem to have 
neclected. Fathion rules, in this 
reipect, rather than reafon. Dr. 
Puch feems tothiok, that the neigh- 
bourhoed d of the fea was injurious 
to his patient, whote difeate feem- 


ed to be a phthifis. In this year's 

catalogue, we find alfo a trantla. 
tion trom the celebrated Feejoo, 
entitled * Rules for preferving 
Health,” which are dittinguithed 
by the ufual Ewewdnels of this ce. 
lebrated ecclefiafic: and an “ Ef 
fay on the Prev ention of an Evil 
highly injurious to Health,” a 
" ack-bill, to recommend a iecret 
pecific. 

Mr. Rymer’s * Chemical Re. 
fiections on the Nature of fome 
Difeafes,” approach more nearly 
to a work of a practical kind. This 
author’s peculiarities are well 
known; but his obfervations os 
the fourv y, deferve fome attention, 
He tupports, as the title intimates, 
the humoral fytlem on this fubjeét, 
the only vettige of that fyitem, 
which we find in Dr. Cullen’s lat 

volume of the Firft Lines of the 
Practice of Phytic. This work is 
now completed, with the learned 
profeflor’s ufual attention ; and it 
does not difgrace the former ones, 
which have been received with the 
greateit refpect. The whole in- 
deed, has received the author’s 
laft correétions: it is iluflrated 
with a fuitable inrroduction, on 
the moft prevailing fyitems of me- 
dicine, fome difcates are added to 
the former volumes, and the theory 
of fevers is rendered more exact 
and fcientific. But phyficians fill 
hang, with a rooted fondne(s, on 
their old fyftems. Dr. Chartley, 
in his Eflay to invefligate the 
Caufes of the general Mortality ot 
Fevers,” fill adheres to the doc- 
trine of Keil and Bellini, to the 
old fy ftems of derivation and revul- 
fion ; and Dr. Hufley in his * Phy- 
fical Enquiry into the Caufe and 
Cure of Fevers,” is alimott wholly 
a Boerhaavian. We do not met- 


tion thefe circumitances, a5 18 
r ’ lain 
themfelves wrong, but to sini 
it 
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the particular complexion of the 
feveral works. Wath thefe difci- 

les of tyttems, we may contratt 
the mild benevolent Fothereill, who 
followed nature only, and yicld- 
ed when he could not contend 
with fuceefs. The edition, fo long 
promiied, vt his entire works, is at 
jail compicted ; but we find little 
in it, that had not been betore pub- 
lifhed., itis chiet medical obferva- 
tions are in the collection by a to- 
ciety of phyticians, under: the title 
of * Medical Obtervations and En- 
quiries :”” of this work, the 6th vo- 
Jume has been lately publithed ; 
and it 1s highiy probable, that we 
fall receive no more, 

Of the more mifcellaneous pro- 
ductions, which relate to the prac- 
tice of medicine, the ** | reatile on 
the Diteafes of Children,”? by Dr. 
Underwood deferves particular at- 
tenth fi, aS the work ot a correct and 
intelligent author. Mr. White has 
publifhed an uleful ** kflay on the 
Struima,’’ and Dr. Hendy an inge- 
nious one en the Elephantialis of 
Barbadoes, which he calls, perhaps 
unproperly, the ‘* Glandular Dit- 
eale. The * Addrets on the con- 
fequence of common Colds,”’ 1s an 
earneft and ferious exhortation, to 
euard againil this moti pernicious 
enemy, which at firil ieems to 
threaten no ver, formidabie attack. 

In the department of Anatomy 
and Surgery, we mect with little 
that is interetiing. A compilation 
from the fyitems of Monro, Win- 
flow, &c. has been publitied ac 
Edinburgh, and is an wieful work. 
"The new edition of Monro’s ** Come 
parative Anatomy,” its very greatly 
improved, and contains all the mo- 
dern difcoveries ; and we have re- 
ceived, with pleafure, Dr. Hunter’s 
two introductory lectures to his 
courte. “The only work which may 
be tiyled new, is Mr, Sheldon’s 
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** H flory of the Abforbent Syflem.” 
The pilates are highby finilhed, as 
well as the mott exact reprefenta- 
tions, and the text is full of infor 
mation. ‘This is however only the 
firit part, and contains an account 
ot the La¢teals. 

Mr. Bell continues to publifh 
fuccetlive volumes of Surgery, with 
his ut(ual attention ; and we have 
received a 4th edition much enlarged 
of Mr. Warner’s Cates in Surgery 
the publications of this kind; in 
the prefent year, have indeed bees 
few, atrd we mutt conclude our 
annual hitlory of Surgery, with 
mentioning Mr. Frye’s “ | emarks 
on a morbid Retention of Urine.” 
They are the production of an‘at- 
tentive and promiling young man. ] 

‘The dittaunce ot our learned core 
refpondent trom Lendon, and the 
larenets of fome publications have 
prevented him from teceiving va- 
rious books of the year, foon 
enough for beng now mentioned 
under the depaitments of fcience 
which he has kindly undertaken, 
His opinion of thefe he propotes to 
favour us with in our next Annual 
Regiiter, To that, therefore, we 
mutt reter our readers tor the v ew 
which will be viven of Pennant’s 
Arctic Zoology, Barbut’s (,enera 

Vermiom, thc iluibandry of Seot- 
land, anc feveral other works that 
will be found deferving of notice. 
‘There are, however, a tew more 
productions of 15 4, belonging to 
the objects now before us, with re- 
gard to which we flial earreat the 
liberty of anticipating our anony- 
mous and ingenious friend, This 
we think it neceflar, to do with re- 
{pect to the feventy-fourth volume 
ef the Philofophic.| Trantactions, 
for two reatons; firft, becaute, in 
confequence of a new arrangement 
of bulinels, the publication ot the 
whole volume is completed within 
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the year ; and fecondly, becaufe our 
extracts, as ftrietly belonging to 
1784, have all been taken trom the 
e4th volume. It mutt be a great 
fatisfaction to the lovers of philolo- 
phy, that the J'raniactions continue 
to maintain their value and impor- 
tance. Of this many proots occur 
in the prefent volume. In the ma- 
thematics we have proteffor Wa- 
ring’s profound peper, which ob- 
tained Sir Godirey Copley’s medal, 
on the Sumination of Series, who'e 
mencral term is a determinate func- 
tion of x, the dittance of the firtt 
term of the feri s; and Dr. Hut- 
ton’s ‘* Project for anew Division of 
the Quadrant.”” In Aitronomy, the 
commupicatione ars rich and nume- 
rous. Not to men:ion the obferva- 
tions on the variations of hehe in 
the flar Algol, by Sir Henry C. 
Englefield, Palitch, a farmer, and 
Mr. Goodricke, and Myr. Edward 
Pigott’s account of a nm w comet, 
difcovered by him, on the roth of 
November, 1753, there are four 
aftronomical papers which are of 
peculiar importance. Thete are, 
$ On the Means of difcevering the 
Ditiance, Magnitude, &¢. of the 
fixed Stars, in confequence of the 
Diminution of the Velocity of 
their Light, in cafe tuch a di- 
minution fhould be found to tke 
piace in any of them, and iuch 
other Data fhould be procured from 
Obfervations, as would be farther 
neceflary for that Purpofe,”? by Mr. 
Mitchell ; ** On a Method of de- 
feribing the relative Potions and 
Magnitude of the fixed Stars,” by 
Mr, Wollafton; * On the remark- 
able Appearances at the Polar Ke- 
gions ot the Planet Mars, the In- 
clinations of its Axis, the Pofition 
of its Poles, and iss fpheroidical Fi- 
gure, with a few Hints relating to 
ats real Diameter and Atmofphere,” 
by Mr, Herfchel; and the  Ac- 


count of fome Obfervations tending 
to invettigate the Conttruction of 
the Heavens,’ by the fime ges 
tleman. The principal communi. 
cations of the chemical kind, are, 
*¢ Experiments on Air,” by Mr. 
Cavendith ;. *€ Remarks on Mr. 
Cavendifh’s Expcriments on Air,” 
by Mr. Kirwan; Mr. Cavendith’s 
Anfwer, and Mr, Kirwan’s Reply ; 
‘¢ Experiments and Obfervations on 
the ‘Terra Ponderofa,”” by Dr. Wi- 
theing ; ** ‘Thoughts on the con 
jtituent Parts of Water, and of 
dephlogitticated Air,” « Sequel 
to the Thoughts on the conftituent 
parts of Water and dephlugifticated 
Air ;”” “On a new Method ot pre- 
paring a teft Liquor to thew the 
pretence af Acids and AlXalics in 
chemical Mixtures ;” all three by 
Nr. Watt. ‘ Experiments on mix- 
ing Gold with ‘lin,”’ by Mr. Ale 
chorne. The extraordinaty me- 
teor that was feen on the 18th of 
Auguft, 1783, has been productive 
of various papers, from Mr, Cas 
vallo, Mr. Aubert, Dr. Cooper, 
Mr. Kdgeworth, and Mr. Nathaniel 
Pigott. But Dr. Blagden’s “ Ac- 
count of fome late fiery Meteors, with 
Obiervations,” comprehends the 
mott curious detail otf facts, and the 
beft philofophy upon the fubject, 
‘Vhere are fome other valuable com- 
munications in the feventy-fourth 
volume of the Philofophical Tran. 
factions. 

In our laf Annual Regitter, we 
forzot to mention the fecond vos 
lume of ‘+ Letters and Papers on 
Agriculture and Planting, &c.” 
felected from the correfpondence 
book of the Bath fociety. This 
volume is enriched by the commu: 
nications of Mr. Arthur Young, 
Mr. Wimpey, Mr. Anderfon, Mr. 
Swaine, and other intelligent men, 
who, with the fpirit of true patriot: 
ifm, direct their zeal and their la- 
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bours to the intern] improvement 
of the country. Publications of 
the kind now betore us are of the 
moft eflential meocee to the king- 
dom. 

Mr. Lamport’s 6 Curfory Re- 

marks on the Importance of Agri- 
culture,’ have the tame ufeful ten- 
dency. It is the importance of 
agriculture in its connection with 
manufactures and commerce, that 
is the particular object of our au- 
thor’s illuttration. In this view he 
earnettly recommends the berter 
and more general cultivation of the 
Lanp of England, as the bett of 
funds, a fund which never fails, 
and is the mott capable of bearing 
the burthen of the flate. He 
ftrongly condemns the futferine of 
wate land to lie in its preient tor- 

pid, unfruittul condition. He is 
equally au enemy to large tarms ; 
but inclofures he confiders as what 
might be rendered productive of 
the mott beneficial conlequences, 
Mr. Lamport is ready to ttand tor- 
ward, and athit in the execution ot 
the plans which he recommends ; 
and we with, for his own fake, as 
well as for the fake of the public, 
that his offei may be aceepted. 

Mr. Adams’s ** Effay on Elec- 
tricity” is not intended for thote 
who are already contiderable proh- 
cients in this branch of fcicnce. It 
has been his endeavour to collect 
and arrange, in a methodical and 
concife manner, the effenual parts 
of electricity, and by thele means 
to render its application eafy, plea- 
fant and obvious to the youn. prac- 
titioner. ‘The ex periments : are two 
hundred and twenty-fix in number, 
and are dilributed under fixteen 
heads. A finall tract on magnetifm 
is added by the author, merely to 
illui'rate the ule of an apparatus, 
conitructed in order to exhibit the 
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general phenomena of that fubrle 
ent. 

m\ e cannot avoid taking notice of 
Mr. Moore’s * Method ct preveut- 
ing or diminifhing Pain in feveral 
Operations of Surgerv. ' ‘The au- 
thor, who is fon to Dr. Moore the 
traveller, is a young man, zealous 
tor the honour of the proteition he 
has ftudied, and full of the fenti- 
ments of humunity. Being very 
dehrous of relieving the pain at- 
tending on amputations, he has 
contrived a method, by the preffure’ 
of the nerves, which he thinks will 
in a great meafure, and perhaps 
ellectually, aniwer = the purpole, 
The method has only been brought 
to full proot in a fingle initance, 
and there it was remarkably fue- 
cefstul, If future experience be as 
much in its favour, tiie difcovery 
will be of eminent importonce. 
Mr. Myore’s tract is recommended 
by the pert iguty and elegance 
with which it is written. 

Concerning the late Dr. William 
Huniter’s two introductory lectures, 
which are noticed by our corre- 
fpondent, we fhall bee leave to add, 
that they contain a very inttructive 
and pleating vicw of the rife and 
progre {fs of the thud y of anatomy, 
and of the mpl tance and u'cful- 
nefs of this fcienve. What the au- 
thor hath faid concerning Harvey’s 
difcovery of the circulation of the 
blood, will by fome perfons be 
thoueht rather fingular, and, to 
have the intention of depreciating 
that great man’s fame. This charyve 
having been browght againtt Dr. 
Hunter, he fupports more largely, 
in the pretent impreffion of his lee- 
tures, what he had before adv: an- 
ced; and, after fhewing Harvev’s 
infe riority 10 Co ‘umbus and C oper 

nicus, afleits, that, in merit, his 
yank muit be comparatively low in- 
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deed. We do not agree with our 
author upon this fubject. 


With regard to Dr, Aikin’s pret-\ 


ty book entitled ** The Calendar 
of Nature,”? we have been defired 
to convey a requeit to him, that, in 
a future edition, he would enlarge 
his defign, fo as to accommodate his 
work to the inftruction of young 
perfons who are arrived to fittcen 
or fixteen years of age. 


Among the hittorical productions 
of the year, Mr. Mitford’s “ Hittory 
of Greece” feems entitled tothe firtt 
place in point of originality and 
importance. A capital work on the 
fubjeét hath. long been a defidera- 
tum in this country. ‘There is a 
tund of information in the anci- 
ent Univerial Hiftory; but, as it 
conititutes a part only of a great 
undertaking, it is not cafy of accefs, 
independently of any taults which 
might be pointed out in the plan or 
the execution. Mr. Stanyan’s two 
volumes convey pleafing and ufeful 
infruétion to young perfons, but 
do not :o to the bottom of the mat- 
ter. As to fome later compilations, 
we are atraid that they are fcarcely 
worthy to be mentioned. We we 
endebied to Mr. Mitford for torm- 
ing the defign of juch an accurate 
and extentive hiftory of Greece as 
fhould comport with the public 
wants and wifhes. It is only the 
firtt volume of the work that is now 
publithed, and it is divided into ten 
chapters. The firit chapter con- 
tains the hitlory of Greece, from 
the earlieit accounts to the ‘lrojan 
war. ‘lhe fecond includes that 
war, and the early iiate of Ata 
Minor. In the third, the religion, 
government, jurifprudence, {cience, 
arts, commerce, and manners of the 
early Greeks are diftinétly difplay- 
ed. The tourth chapter, befides 


giving the hiftory of the country 
trom the Trojan war to the return 
of the Heracleids, contiders the 
Grecian oracles, the council of 
Amphyctions, ind the Olympian 
games. An appendix is added con- 
cerning the Greek chronology, in 
which our author gives the prefer- 
ence to fir Iiaac Newton’s {yftem, 
The fitth chapter exhibits the events 
of the fouthern provinces of Greece, 
trom the return of the Heracleids 
to the completion of the conquett 
of Meffenia by the Lacedemonians. 
In the fixth we have a fummary 
view of the northern provinces of 
Greece, and of the ettablifhment of 
the early Grecian colonies, with the 
hittory of Athens from the ‘Trojan 
war to'the firtt public tranfaction 
with Perfia. The feventh chapter 
comprizes a view of the nations 
politically connected with Greece ; 
and the three remaining ones con- 
tinue the hiitory of the country 
through all the brilliant exploits 
which occurred, during the reigns 
of Darius and Xerxes, kings of 
Perfia, to the conclufion of the laf 
Perfian invafion. On thefe var ous 
heads, Mr. Mitford’s information 
is mott exaét and judicious. His 
hiftory is drawn from original four- 
ces, Which he hath examined with 
the greate(t attention ; and he has 
made an admirable ufe of Homer, 
in delineating the early flate of 
Greece. His remarks, in which 
there is no affected parade of fenti- 
ment, appear to be the vefult ot 
clofe thinking and of a found judg- 
ment. The ftyle of the hiftory 1s 
not carried to that perfection which 
would be defireable in a work of fo 
much importance. It is, indeed, In 
general, perfpicuous, and fometimes 
it rifes to elegance ; but frequentiy 
there is a certain aukwardnels in 
the difpcolition of the fentences, 

which 
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which the author might eafily have 
avoided, and which, we truit. he 
will take care to avoid in his fuc- 
ceeding volumes. We cannot but 
exprets our ardent with for the con- 
tinuance of Mr. Mittord’s hiftory, 
though we know that another work 
ot the fame kind is in the prefs, 
from which, the abilities and learn- 
ing of the writer, Dr. john Gillies, 
lead us to torm very confiderable 
expectations. 

‘he next hiftorical publication, in 
point of importance, 1s the fecond 
part of the ** Hiltory of Modern Eu- 
rope,” confifling of two volumes, 
Svo, in addition to the two volumes 
formerly printed, and carrying on 
the narranion from the peace of 
Weilphalia, in 1648, to the peace 
of Darts, in 1763. It is an uletul 
dehen to collect from a prodigious 
mals of materials, and to comprefs 
into a fmall compa’s, the events that 
are moft neceilary to be known by 

the body of re: iders, and e pec: ally 
by young perions. Such is the de- 
fign of the prefent writer, aud it is 
executed with ability and judgment. 
Arthe fame time, the ityle ot Mr. 
Ruffell, tor thac is the name of our 
hidiesion, is clear and unaffected, 
and proper to the end he has in 
view. Indeclaring our fincere ap- 
probation of the work betore us, 
we do not mean to affert that we 
agree with every fentiment which 
the author hath advanced. der- 
haps he is not fo competent to de- 
cide on literary characters and lite- 
rary fubiects, as he is to execute the 
other parts of his undertaking. 
The appearance of * The Diary 
of the late George Bubb Dodding- 
ton, Baron of Melcombe Regis,’ ‘ 
afforded a high gratification to pub- 
lic curiofity. Ihe time included 
in the Diary is from March the Sth, 
1748-9, to F ebruary the 6th, 1761, 
and comprehends an er itertaining 
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and interefling account of various 
court intrigues during that period. 
The politics of Carleton-houfe, 
previoutly to the death of irederic 
Prince of Wales, are particularly 
difplayed, as well as many cireum- 
ftances relative to the fame houfe 
after that event. As to the light 
in which the noble author himfelf 
appears, it cannot be faid to contri- 
bute to the honour of his character. 
His lordfhip could eafily break his 
engagements with one party, and 
enter into new ones with another. 
His political conduct, as is honeitly 
acknowledged by the editor of the 
Diary, Mr. Henry Pe -nruddocke 
Wyndham, fhews him to have been 
wholly directed by the bate motives 
of avarice, vanity, and felfifhnefs. 
While fuch appear to be his views, 
he records his a¢tions without any 
teeming fenfe of their impropricty, 
or of the meannefs of the princi- 
ples from which they proceeded ; 
nay, there is good reafon to belicve 
that he intended his Diary for pub- 
lication, fo little did he imagine 
that it would redound to his difho- 
nour. Who will be warm in his 
zeal for political men, when he re- 
collects how much Mr. Dodding- 
ton was‘extolled in the patriotic 
writings of his time, and that he 
was celebrated by fuch poets asa 
Young and a Thomfon ? What, in 
the prefent work, exhibits Lord 
Melcombe’s character in the beit 
light, is his Memorial tothe Prince 
ot Wales, dated on the 12th of Oce 
tober, 1740, and printed in the ap- 
pendix. ‘the advice delivered in 
this memorial ts equ: ally honett aud 
judicious, and, if it had been put 
in practice, would have Sadiel cu 
his royal highnefs’s conduct wife 


and honourable. 
D’Ivernois’s ** Hiftorical and 


Political View of the Contiitution 


and Revolutions of Geneva, in the 
eighteenth 
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eighteenth Century,’ is the produc- 
tion of acitizen who has been much 
concerned in the divifions which 
have lately agitated that little tlate. 
He is of the republican party, and 
has been obliged to leave his coun- 
try, in confequence of the difputes 
which have been fo fatal to the 
caufe of Genevan hberty. Writ- 
ing, therefore, under the impreiiion 
of thefe events, and his aflec- 
tions being decply interetted, his 
ityie of compofition is warm and 
animated. his dedieation, in pur- 
ticular, to the King of France, has 
a wonderful pathos and energy. 
Alas ! the ears of monarchs are deat 
to the facred voice of treedom. 
Notwithttanding the warmth of Dr. 
D’Ivernois’s manner, there is: no 
reafon to call in queition the truth 
and fidelity of his narration, At 
a time when the contei's at Geneva 
had excited a confiderable degree of 
public attention, it could not but be 
agreeable to have a book which 
throws fo much light upon the con- 
ttitution of the republic, and which 
traces to their fource the incroach- 
ments that have been productive of 
the mott unhappy confequences. 
Dr. D’Ivernois’s work, which was 
originally written in French, 1s 
tranflated by Mr. Farell. 

Habefer’s ** rrelent State of the 
Ottoman Empire,” is upon a tub- 
ject which wanted taither illoftrae 
ton inthis country. ‘The writings 
of Bufbequius and Ricaut, though 
very valuable, are not fufliciently 
accommodated to later times ; and 
even the more recent publications 
of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
and Sir James Porter, do not con- 
tain all the information that could 
be withed. Elias Habetci, from 
whofe French manufeript the work 
betore us is trantlated, has had 
great advantages ia point of iitua- 
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ation. He is by birth a Greeks 
he was brought up by an uncle, 
who enjoyed an office of honour 
and truit in the Seraglio ; he acted, 
fome time, as fecretary to a grand 
vilir ; and, befides an intimate ac. 
quaintance with the ‘Turkith capis 
tol, has vilited every city under the 
Ottoman governm at in Afia, and 
almott every one in Europe. With 
theie qualifications, he could pot 
fail of adding to the ftock of our 
knowledge upon the fubject he has 
undertaken. 

“The Hiflory of Ayder Ali 
Khan, Nabob Bahader,” relates to 
a prince who, for many vears, made 
a reat figure in the Eaft Indian 
part of the world. So much has 
been faid of him, trom tine to time, 
in the newfpapers and othet publis 
cations, and fo interetting have 
been the wars in which he was en- 
gazed, efpecially with the Englith, 
that a faithful account of his pere 
fonal character and military éxploits 
could not fail of being acceptable to 
a number of readers. Such anaca 
count is profeticd to be given in the 
prefent performance, and we know 
not of any futhicient reafon to dif- 
pute the truth of its reprefenta- 
tions. § The war moft ininutely de- 
tailed in this work, is that which 
commenced between Ayder and the 
Englith in 1767. The late war is 
omitted by the author, for want 
ot what he deems authentic intor- 
mation, 

Clark’s “ Concife Hitory of 
Knighthood, containing the Relt 
gious and Mititary Orders which 
have been inititured in Europe,” 
is the production of an ingenious 
engraver, Whofe purtuits have led 
him to the ttudy of heraldry, and 
other branches of knowledge con- 
nected with chat object. With he- 


raldry the jititutions of knight- 
rneod 
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hood have a very clofe conjunction, 
The tubjeét is curious, and contri- 
butes to the better undertianding 
ct general hitiory. Though, there- 
fore, the author is not wholly free 
from errors and defects, and though 
his language is no model either of 
correctneis or elegance, his work 
Will be inftruétive and plealing 
to thofe who have not inclinas 
tion or leifure tor deeper invetti- 
gations. 

Mrs. Dobfon has tranilated, from 
the French of Montieur de St. Pas 
lay e, ** Memoirs of Ancient Chi- 
valry, to which are added, the 
Anecdotes of the "limes, from the 
Romance Writers and iiGoriens of 
thoie Ages.’ . ‘This lady is al- 
ready weil known to the public by 
her Tranflations of the Lite of 
Petrarch, and the Fittory of the 
‘Troubadours, works which have 
coaveyed very pleating information 

to the world; and the former of 
which, efpecially in the original, 
is one of the moft entertaining 
books that cver was written. ‘lhe 
prefent volume probably com- 
pletes her defign of delineating the 
terature and manners which fome 
centuries ago were prevalent in 
furepe. “LT hough it contains many 
extraordinary anecdotes, and throws 
no imall light on the fpirit and 
cutioma of our European ancetiors 
when catvairy was the failion, it 
ath not interefled us quite fo 
greatly as Mrs. Uobton’s other 
publicutions, Better judges than 
ourtelves may forin, perhaps, a 
differe at opinion ; and it would he 
doing injutice to the trantjator not 
to fay, that che Memoirs before us 
will aflord to the reader foinc in- 
itru¢tion, and more amufement. 
We have a fufpicion, that in feve- 
ral inftances the fictions or exar- 
gerations of romances are too much 
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relied upon, as teflimonies of hitto- 
rical facts, 

‘the utility of fuch a publica 
tion as the * Supplement to the 
Fitth Edition ot Collins’s Peerage 
of England,” is too evident to be 
denied. The changes in families, 
and new creations, continually call 
for alterations and additions in 
works of this kinds Mr. Long- 
mate ts well qualified for the bufi- 
nefs he hath undertaken, and ap- 
pears to have exerted great dili- 
gence of enquiry. We apprehend 
that in fomé cafes, and efpecially 
in thofe of lord Rawdon and the 
earl of Leiceticr, he mutt have res 
ceived aifittance from the noble 
veers themfelves. It is the in- 
tereit of titled families to give ail 
the aid in their power to the coms 
pilers of yreerages, and efpecially 
to fuch a work as Coliins’s, which 
is a book of authority. The ge- 
evlogics which are the tmioft la- 
boured in the prefent volume, be- 
fides the two already mentioned, 
are thoie that relate to lord Dacre, 
barone-'s Willoughby of Erefby, 
lord Say and Seley lord Loughbo- 
routh, lord Bagot, arid the earl of 

Norwich. 

Fielding’s New Peerage of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland,” 
in two finali volumes, is, from its 
concifenefs, intended only for com- 
mon readers, or for occafhional con- 
fultation, and appears to be well 
adapted to the purpofe. Befides 
containing accounts of noble famie 
lies, it tréats on the Ofigin and 
Progrefs of Honours on the Man- 
ner ot creating Peers, and on the 
Orders of Koiy hfhood. A fhort 
Introduction to Heraldry is likes 
wife given, with the Ge nealogical 
Defcerits and Intermarriages of all 
the Sovereigns of JLurope. 

The “ Journal of the Siege of 
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Gibraltar” being merely a Journal, 
and not deferving the name of a 
Hitlory, it is futficient barely to 
announce it to our readers. 


The year 1784 hath been very 
frui:ful in biographical productions, 
both collectively contidered and 
with regard to new lives. In this 
fear hath appeared the third vo- 
ities of the fecond edition of the 
«¢ Biographia Britannica, with 
Corrections, Enlargements, and 
the Addition of new Lives.”? ‘The 
editor, Dr. Kippis, apologizes, in 
his Preface, for the delay of the 
work, by reciting the labour which 
tt requires. More than double the 
proportion of new lives his fallen 
to his fhare; the additions to the 
old articles, which are very nu- 
merous, and, in many ca’es, very 
large, are almott exclufivety his 
own; the previous revifion and 
fubfequent correction of the whole 
work come within his department ; 
no imall compafs of reading is ab- 
folutely neceffary to the due exe- 
cution of the undertaking ; and of- 
ten the requiiite information can- 
not be obtained without a corref- 
pondence by letters, and a varicty 
of perfonal applications. Nearly 
one half of the voluine now pub- 
liihed confiils of frefh matter. The 
new lives are thirty-{ix in number, 
and the additions to the old articles 
are as Important and valuable as 
the new lives, It feems to have 
been the wilh of the editor to im- 
prove the Piographica Britannica 
to the utmoft of his power. He 
avails himfelf, in particular, of his 
reading, to give, wherever an op- 
portunity Offers, an extenhve view 
of Briath literature, and of the 
controverhes which have been car- 
ried on in this country. <As the de- 


figa as on a large icale, and, in- 


deed, may be confidered as a nae 
tional work, it affotds room for 
many hittorical and critical enqui- 
ries and difcuffions which could not 
be admitted in finaller publications, 
In the conduct of fo great an un. 
dertaking, feveral things will al- 
moit unavoidably be expofed to 
exception and itricture; but that 
the editor has not been deficient in 
attention and diligence is generally 
acknowledged. Jt is, likewife al- 
lowed, that he has come prepared 
to his bufinefs with a contiderable 
portion of that fort of knowledve 
and learning which qualified him 
for biographical refearches and 
communications. At the fame 
time, he hath been very folicitous 
to apply to living fources of intel- 
ligence. Thisis evident from many 
of the articles, the materials of 
which have been derived trom the 
moft authentic information of a 
perfonal and dometiic nature. 

The ** New Univertal, Hitori- 
cal, and Literary Dictionary,” in 
twelve volumes, 8vo. is more ex- 
tenfive in its object than the Bio- 
graphica Britannica, but much 
more confined with refpect to the 
lencth of its lives. Its title will 
inform us that it includes perions 
of all nations, and in «ll ages. 
Like the Biographia it is anim- 
provement of a tormer edition, 
though comprifed in the fame num- 
ber ot volumes of which that edition 
confitted. For this purpole, fome 
of the old articles are lett out, and 
others, we imagine, mul be not a 
little curtailed. Six hundred new 
lives are given in the prefent un- 
preijion, many of which are necel- 
iarily very fhort, while others ot 
them have 2s much length as 1s 
competent to the nature of the un- 


dertaking. ‘The utility of iuch 2 
? eo , } 


compilation is undemlabie, as al- 
met 
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moft every reader muft have occa- 
fion to confult a work of this kind. 
The editors will forgive us for fug- 
geiting, that there are fome articles, 
efpecially in the Appendix, the 
fubjects of which were too intigni- 
ficant to merit a place in any col- 
lection, 

Mr. Middleton’s ** Biographia 
Evangelica,”’ the third volume of 
which is now publithed, fhews it- 
felf, trom its very title, to be a 
work of a confined nature. It is 
intended to give an hillorical ac- 
count of the lives and deaths of 
the mott eminent evangelical au- 
thors or preachers, both Britith 
and foreign, in the feveral denomi- 
nations of Protettants, trom the 
beginning of the Reformation to 
the prefent time. Our collector’s 
favourite divines, feveral of whom 
were of great and deferved tame, 
are.of the Calvinittical perfuation, 
Mr. Middleton is not pofletied of 
thofe powers of compofition which 
enable him to exhibit his original 
materials to the belt advantage. 

Noblie’s ** Memoirs of the Pro- 
te‘torate-houfe of Cromwell; de- 
duced from an early Period, and 
continued down to the prefent 
‘Time ;”? con{iitute one of the moit 
laborious inveftigations of family- 
hijiory that hath ever fallen with- 
in our notice. The firit volume 
hath collected toge:her whatever 
can be met with concerning the 
ancetiors of Oliver Cromwell, his 
private life, his children and 
deicendants. The fecond volume 
gives an account ot thofe who 
have been connected with the 
Cromwell family, bythe collat al 
tres of bleod, or by athance. 1 
materials which Mr. Noble has 
brought to light are not always 
worthy of the pains and labour 
which it muft have coil him to pro- 
cure them. His work, however, 


cannot fail of gratifying the curio- 
lity of a number of readers. in 
{peaking of Cromwell’s character, 
he doth not betray either the bi« 
gotry of adherence, or the bigotry 
ot averfion. ‘lhourh the author 
is a clergyman of the church of 
England, we imagine, from feve- 
ral inaccuracies of tiyle, that he 
has not had an univerfitvy educa- 
tion. Thefe inaccuracies, we trutt, 
will be corrected in a fecond edi- 
tion, which is faid to be in avita- 
tion, and which may be expected 
to contain other 1m] rovements. 

Theuch Mr. Davies's “ Drama- 
tc M icellanies,”’ are not ttrictly 
biographical, vet, as they furnith 
a vuriety of anecdotes concerning 
the writers and actors of plays, they 
may fitly be mentioned under the 
head ot Biography. tn the peint 
we are tpeaking of, they may be 
contidered as an agrecable Supple- 
ment to the author’s Memoirs of 
Garrick. 

With regard to fingle lives, Mr. 
Sheridan’s Lite of Dr. Switt is enti- 
tled to pecul.ar attention. Noone, 
now exilting, could be fo well jualis 


fied to write it trom perional know- 


iedve. Noone can have a creater, 
or, perhaps, an cguai reverence for 
the memory ot the dean of St. Pa- 
trick’s. scordinely, the account 


of this extraordinary man, now pub- 
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thefe ladies was highly blameable, 
and that it can never be reconcile 

to honour and humanity. In other 
refpects, Mr. Sheridan applauds 
the dean where he did not deterve 
to be applauded. It will, at the 
fame time, be readily acknowledg- 
ed, that he was pofletled of very 
eminent virtues. Mr. Sheridan 
has fucceeded in fhewing that Dr. 
Swift was of far greater import- 
ance with Harley and Bolingbroke, 
aud more confidentially admitted 
junto the fecret of affairs, than fome 
erfons have imagined. He hath 
made, likewile, a number of jutt 
firictures, though, perhaps, dcli- 
vered with too much feverity, on 
the mifreprefentations of lord Or- 
rery and Dr. Johnfon. Many of 
Mr. Sheridan’s anecdotes are equal- 
ly new and entertaining ; and he 
has enabled his readers to obtain a 
more exact and comprehentive view 
ot dean Swift’s character than could 
pollibly have been acquired from 
any former publications. ‘This 
Lite is prefixed to a new edition of 
the dean’s works which Mr. She- 
ridan hath fuperintended. We 
could have wifhed that fome of the 
nonsenfe which has been too fedu- 
loutly colle¢ted, had been left out 
ot the prefent impreifion ; and we 
have no doubt but that she editor’s 
good fenfe, as well as his venera- 
tion for the memory of his favour- 
ite nuthor, would have led him to 
do it, had it been permitted by the 
bookfellers. ‘The arrangement of 
Ir. Swiit’s wriungs is confider- 
ably improved, 

Mr. Gilpin has fo well recom- 
mended himielt to general elicem 
by his Lives of fome of the prin- 
cipal Reformers, and by his other 
intiructive and agreeable produc- 
tions, that his appearance in the 
literary world is always received 
with fatistaciion.’ “his year he has 


favoured the public with a « Life 
of Thomas Cranmer, archbilhop 
of Canterbury,” which is Written 
with great truth, impartiality, and 
elegance. While Mr. Gilpin is 
fully fentible of Cranmer’s excel- 
lencies, he is not blind to bis er- 
rors and detects, The genuine 
character of the rood archbithop is 
difplayed, in its various lights, 
with vivacity and fpirit; and our 
author’s {entiments on eccletiattical 
fubjeéts are rational, liberal, and 
candid. There are few better mo- 
dels of Biographical compofition 
than thofe which have been exhi- 
bited by Mr. Gilpin; and, there- 
fore, we hope that he will embrace 
farther occations of exercifing his 

abilities in this walk of literature. 
We cannot fpeak with the fame 
applaufe concerning Mr. Matfters’s 
*¢ Memoirs of the Life and Writ- 
ings of the late rev. Thomas Ba- 
ker.” Though the materials for 
this work, which formerly belongs 
ed to Dr. Zachary Grey, have 
been fourteen years in the poffef- 
fion of the prefent biographer, he 
has made fuch an inditierent ufe of 
them, that he has given to the 
public a very crude and indigetied 
pertormance. Mr. Matlers, we 
doubt not, is a learned antiquary ; 
but he has no pretenfions to the 
character of a good writer. More 
buttle has been made about Mr. 
Baker himfelf than he appears to 
have deferved. His reputation 
principally refis on his ¢ Retlee- 
tions upon Learning,’ whieh it 
was long the taibton to applaud, 
but which, though well written, 
are too defettive, and too full of 
prejudices, to be etteemed a very 
eapital production, He was cer- 
tainly a man of diflinguifhed lite- 
rature, and a deep explorer of an- 
tiquities ; but what was the refule 
of his mighty labours He tpeut 
alinuit 
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altnoft his whole time in colle¢tin 
and tranferibing papers ; oe 
though he lived to be confiderably 
more than eighty years of Age, 
his main defien Was never carried 
into execution. If, like honetft 
Anthony Wood, he had formed 
his materials into an Athene Can- 
tabrigientfes, he would juftly have 
been entitled to the gratitude and 
praifes of pofterity. At prefent, 
his collections are only uteful for 
occafional confultation. His ** Hif- 
tory of St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge,” which was left by him in 
a more finifhed ftate, is faid to have 
been withheld from the public on 
account of the prejudices with 
which it 1s replete. 

The * Hiftorical and Critical 
Diflertation on the Life and Writ- 
ings of James the Firft, King of 
Scotland,” contains a variety of 
particulars concerning him, which 
were not known to the generality 
of readers. Jt is the literary cha- 
racter of this monarch that is the 
chief object of our Differtator’s at- 
tention. james was undoubtedly 
an excellent, learned, ‘and accom- 
plithed prince, whofe memory 
‘entitled to high veneration ; Br 
the public i is oblige d to the prefent 
author for doing jultice to his 
merit. 

Mr. Robinfon of Cambridge has 


pretixed to his ** ‘Tranilation ot 


Saurin’s Sermons,” a fhort Lite 
of that eminent Divine, written 
with fpirit ; and Mr. Nichols, in 
his * ‘Topographic: as,’ has infeited 
feveral picces of a biographical ni- 
ture. Among the reit, there isa 
curious communication by Mr. 
Badcock, relative to the Weftley 
family. 
the Sp: ilding Society, and of Mau- 
rice Johnfon, efq. the great foul 
of it, will be not a little entertain- 
log, cfpcciully to antiquar.cs. A 


5 


The account, likewife, of 
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Supplement to the former Life of 


Sir John Hawkwood, corrects its 
errors, and fupplics its defects. 

Voltaire’s ** Memoirs of Him- 
felf,”’ which were printed here 
both in French and in Englith, tur- 
nifh the lait biographic alarucle that 
calls for our notice. ‘he authen- 
ticity of the work was at firtt doubr- 
ed, but the doubt was foon given 
up. Indeed, the turn of ityle and 
fentiment, the petulance, wit, and 
{pirit which prevail in the Me- 
moirs, are fuflicient indications of 
their original author. Montieur 
Voltaire is very fevere on fome per- 
fons, and efvecially on the king ot 
Pruilia ; and his feverity is (aid to 
have ec xcited the refentment of that 
monarch. It is not from fuch 
books as the prefent, that mankind 
will be infpired with apy extraor- 
dinary veneration for fovereign 
princes. 


Dr. Playfair’s ¢ Syflem of Chro- 
woe which is printed on a 
large teale, is a work ot great con- 
fequence on that important fubject. 
It contains 1. An F xplanation ot 
the principles of the Science ; to- 
gether with an Account of the 
molt remarkable Epochs, as, 
and Periods, the Dates and Extucnt 
of which we alcertained. 2. A 
Chronological Hittory, which ex- 
hibits a connected View of the ‘Time, 
Mode, and Circumilances of the O- 
rigin, Progrefs, Decline, and Fall of 
every contiderable Ki ngdom, fiom 
the carliett Period to the pretent. 3. 
A Lit of feveral | clipfes betore the 
Chritlian Aira, obferved by Afiro- 
nomers, or recorded by Hiftorians, 
and of all the I chipfes from A. D. 
1, toA.D. 19c0, with an expja- 
natory Preface. 4. A Chronolo- 
gical Lift of Councils, in which 
the Date, Place, and Subject of 
Council are ipecified. 4. 


c very 
Chrue 
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Chronological Tables and Charts 
from B.C, 2300, to A.D. 1784, 
oo to a Scale, and afcertain- 

ing the Duration of the Lives and 
Reigns of the moft eminent ler- 
fonages in all ages. 6. A Lilt of 
remarkable Events and Occurrences 
relating to every Kingdom and Na- 
tion, from the earliett Ages to the 
prefent ‘Times ; with the Dates of 
many Celettial Phenomena. 7. 
Supplemental Tables, illuftrating 
the feveral Parts of the Sytem. 
8. A Copious Biographical Index, 
in which the Dates of the Reigns 
of Kings, and of the Lives of re- 
markable Men in all Ages, are in- 
ferted, and concife Characters of 
both are occationally given. Un- 
der thefe feveral heads, Dr. Play- 
fair appears to have taken uncom- 
mon pains, and to have been foli- 
citous to give his work as much 
perfection as was in his power. 
When we deliver cur opinion that 
it is till, in certain refpects, capa- 
ble of improvement, perhaps we 
fay no more than what may ever 
be faid concerning any undertaking 
of fo extenfive and multifarious 
anature. We apprehend that fome 
Chronological que! tions might have 
been confidered with greater preci- 
fion, and that. fuflicie atly judicious 





difcriminations and diltributions of 


epochas are yet wanting. How- 
ever, we do not upon the whole, 
know of any Syliem of Chrono- 
logy which unites in it fo many 
advantages as this of Dr. Play- 
fair’s. 


A pofthumous piece of the late 
Dr. John Blair's has been publifh- 
ed, entiled, * The Hificry of the 
Rife and panel of Geugraphy.” 
It is an ingenious pe rformance, in 
which the fubject is treated with 
great accuracy and learning. ‘The 
author’s apology for the crrors of 
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Ptolemy the geographer, whieh 
errors many writers have feverely 
condemne ed, is equally candid and 
judicious. _Ptolemy’s miilakes arofe 
from the ignorance of the age in 
which he lived, and not from the 
ignorance of the man; his know- 
ledge being as pe rfect as the low 
condition of feience at that time 


allowed. TI he Prefent State of 
Geography is not difcuffed by Dr. 
Blair. 2 


Mr. Lemon’s ‘ Enolith Etymos 
logy, or, a Derivative Dictionary 
of the Eng hifh Lang are, ” may as 
properly be mentioned under the 
head ot Antiquities, as under that 
of Critical Learning. The work 
is divided into two alphabets, trac- 
ing the etymology ef thole words 
that are derived, firit, from the 
Greek and Latin languages, and, 
fecondly, from the Saxon and other 
Northern tongues. The whole is 
compiled from Voilius, Meric Ca- 
faubon, Spelman, Somner, Min- 
ihew, Junius, Skinner, Vertiegan, 
Ray, Nugent, Upton, Cleland, 
and other etymologifls. The Pre- 
face contains a Detence of the Eng- 
hth Langu: ge, and treats on the 
Ute of Ety mology. Our author's 
grand polition is, that, through 
wha itever cheniasle the words of 
our modern Enclith have been de- 
rived, whether Roman, Gothic, 
Celtic, Saxon, Teutonic, or Ice- 
landic, ftill it 13 the Greek alone 
which is the true baiis of the Eng- 
lih tongue. Every rational icho- 
lar will be fenfible ‘that this is a po- 
fition too boid and too precarious 
to be maintained by full and folid 
evidence. It has been the fault of 
etymologiiis to purfue the deriva- 
tion of words ta a ridiculous excefs, 
and of anti juaries to aflume foie 
favourite doctrine, to which every 


object is referred. If Mr. Lemon 
has 
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has not efcaped thefe faults, his 
Dictionaty may, notwithitanding, 
contain much ufeful information, 
and be a book that m ay often be 
confulted with advantace 

Mr. Aitle’s * Origin ‘and Pro- 
grefs of Writing, as well Hiero- 
ylyphic as Elementary, illutirated 
by Engravings taken from Marbles, 
Manuteripts, and Charters, Anci- 
ent and Modern,” is a veky curious 
performance. It is written by a 
ventleman deeply converfant in ‘the 
knowledge and ftudy of antiqui- 
ties, of which he has given many 
decifive proofs to the public ; to 
that no one who has the leatt ac- 
quaintance with his character can 
doubt of his having been eminently 
qualilied for the prefent undertak- 
ing. The work before us 1s di- 
vided into nine chapters, the tub- 
jects of which are, Hieroglyphics ; 
the Origin of Letters; the Anti- 
quity of Writing; General Ac- 
count of Alpha thers ; the Manner 
of Writing in difforent Ages and 
Countries ; Characters and Sins ; 
Numerals, and Numeral Charac- 
ters; Writers, Ornaments, and 
Materials for Writing ; the Origin 
and Progrets of Printing. With 
regard to the Origin of Letters, 
Mr. Aftle does not think, ag fome 
learned men have done, that al- 
phabetic: al writing was firtt commu- 


nicated to Violes, or that it wa. of 
Divine original, in this opinion 
we entirely agree with him, as 


well asin his accouat of the pro- 
grefs of the human mind toward 
the formation of an alphabet. 
With ref{pett to the clainns of dif- 
ferent nations to the invention of 
letters, our author confiders the 
arguments which have been ad- 
vanced in favour of the F gyptians, 
the Phenicians, the Chaldeans, the 
Syrians, the Indians, and the A- 
rabians ; and pronounces that, up- 
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on the whole, the Phehnicians have 
the beit title to the honour of this 
invention. Mr. Aftle does not 
concur in fentiment with thole 
who have afferted, that all alpha- 
bets ure derived from exe, there bes 
ing a variety of alphabets ufed in 
different purts of Ata, which dit- 
fer trom the Phenician, ancient 
Hebrew or Samarivan, in name, 
number, figure, order, and power. 
The alphabets that feem to be im- 
mediately derived trom the Pheni- 
Cian, are, the ancient Hebrew, or 
Samaritan, the Chaldaic, the Baf- 
tulan, the Punic, Carthaginian, or 
Sicilian, the Pelafgian Grek, and 
its derivatives, which are written 
in the Faftern manner, from right 
to left, and the lonic eo writ- 
ten from left to rig} The Ionic 
Greek is the Barer irom whence 
not only moft of the alphabets of 
Europe are derived, but alfo many 
others which have been adopted in 
different parts of Afia and Africa. 
But we are in danger of trefpafl- 
ing on the compendious nature of 
this department of our Annual Re- 
gifler; and, theretore, fhall only 
add, that on the feveral topics dif- 
cufied in the preient work, the 
reader will find a variety of in- 
ftruction much out of the common 
way, and which could not eatily, 
if a: all, be met with in any finele 
author, Mr. Atle’. Introduction 
CX ntains a review ot the events that 
contributed to the decline and re- 
floration of {cience. 


The value and excellence of 
Mr. Grole’s 66 nti iuities of f ng 
land and Wales,”’ have becn wo 


lone known to the pubic, tor them 
ne | ’ 


and in need of our commenda- 


ro 

tion. He hath now oblived the 
world with a new inpreffion of 
them, in large octavo, on fine im- 


peri] paper, an d°on a plan which 
he conceives to be better adapteds 
Vv 


~ 
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to a work of this kind than the for- 
mer edition. Every purchater, we 
believe, will concur with him in 
this opinion. Befides the improve- 
ment of the plan, large and im- 

rtant additions aye made to the 
Preface, which is tarther enriched 
by new plates, and rendered much 
more ufetul by a complete Index. 
The body of the work is, likewife, 
greatly improved, many of the 
plates being re-engraved, the de- 
fcriptive parts enlarged, and the 
whole advanced to a higher degree 
of beauty and perfection. 

Of Mr. Jones’s ** Mufical and 
Poetical Relics of the Welch Bards, 
preferved by Tradition, and authen- 
tic Manutcripts, from remote An- 
tiquity,” and never before pub- 
lithed, we have not been yet fo 
fortunate as to obtain a peruial. 
We can, therefore, only announce 
them to our readers, as objects that 
are likely to afford gratification 
both to the curious antiquary, and 
the lovers of polite learning. This 
may the more certainly be expect. 
ed, as.we underiland that the edi- 
tor, in order to throw light upon 
thefe ancient compofitions, has 
given an hitlorical account of the 
bards, their poetry, their mutic, 
and thcir mufieal inftruments. An- 
other circumttance much to the 
honour of Mr. Jones is, that he 
hath taken care to obviate all fuf- 
picions relative to the authenticity 
of thefe poems, by printing the 
originals. ‘The fame juttice, we 
hope, will foon be done to Offian. 
A number of Scotch gentlemen re- 
fiding at Beneal have, we are in- 
tormed, fent over fix hundred 
pounds, for the purpofe of publith- 
ing the original Erfe of the old 
bard. 
their native country, at fo remote 
a dittance from it, while it is very 
honourable to themfelves, may be 


This zeal for the glory ot 


expected to bring to a decifion a 
qucition concerning which critics 
have been greatly divided, and 
which hath never been cleared up 
fo bgt to fatisfaction, as not to 
leave fome doubts reinaining even 
in the moft candid mind. 

Mr. Samuel Peeve, jun. conti- 
nues his *¢ Curialia, or an Hillo- 
rical Account of fome Branches of 
the Royal’ Houfehold.” The Se. 
cond Part contains the Eftablif. 
ment and Hittory of the Band of 
Gentlemen Pentioners. The intti- 
tution of this band has been com- 
monly referred to the time of Henry 
the Seventh; but from the Original 
fiatures, difcovered by Mr. Pegge, 
it appears that it did not take place 
till the early part of his fucceflor’s 
reign. How much the importance 
and fplendor of the bady of gens 
tlemen pentioners have been dimi- 
nifhed, is evident from a defcription 
which lord Hunfdon gave of their 
confequence, in a letter to king 
James the Firft, and from the tetti- 
mony of lord Clare, who, in a 
fubfequent period, declared, that, 
when he was in the band, he did 
not know a worfe man in it than 
himfelf, though he had then an in- 
heritance of tour thoufand pounds 
ayear. Such difcuifions as thote 
of Mr. Pegge gratify an innocent 
curiofity, and ferve to throw fome 
light on the manners of the times. 

The “* Mifcellaneous Kemarks 
on the Enquiry into the Evidence 
againft Mary Queen of Scots,”’ are 
the production of a profound and 
learned antiquary. ‘The _ letters 
fuppofed to have been written by 
the queen to Bothwell, are exa- 
mH with a very deep knowledge 
of the old French, and internal 
evidences of their (purioufnefs are 
hence deduced. A mittake of Mr. 
Tvitler’s, who confounds James 


earl af Bothwell with his tather 
Patrick, 
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Parrict, is here expofed ; and it 
jis fhewn, that the tormer was a 
young man in 1560. The difqui- 
fition before us will appear dry and 
unintereiiing to the generality of 
readers. It is to be withed, that 
the author of the prefent tract had 
rendered it more popular by giv- 
ing afummary view of the contro- 
verfy relative to Mary’s corref- 
pondence with Bothwell. Such a 
view, from {o accurate an enquirer, 
might have been ufeful in directing 
the opinions of thofe who have not 
leifure to enter minutely into the 
fubject, 

Mr. Nichols continues to carry 
on, with vigour, the ** Bibliotheca 
Topographjca Britannica,” nine 
Numbers of which have been pub- 
lifhed in the courfe of the year. 
Thele are, Mr. Duncombe’s Hif- 
tory of Reculver and Herne; Ad- 
dicions to the Memoirs of Sir John 
Hawkwood; ‘The Hittory of the 
Spalding Society; Mr. Pegge’s 
Hiftory of Kcclefhal-Cafile; Mr. 
Effex’s Obfervations on Croyland- 
Abbey; sir John Cullum’s Hil- 
tory of Hawited; Mr. Pegge on 
the Roman Roads, and on the Cort- 
tani; the fame Gentleman on the 
Textus Roffentis, the Flftobs, and 
Mr. Johnifon, Vicar of Cranbrooke ; 
and a Continuation of the Collec- 
tions towards the Hittory of Bed- 
fordihire. It is avident from the 
fubjects treated of, and trom the 
characters of the communicators, 
that the‘e different publicationswill, 
upon the whole, aftord much en- 
tertainment to the curious anti- 
quary. 


Books of ‘Travels, which for- 
merlv were much confined to France 
and [taly, and the countries clofely 
adjoint cr, have lately taken a dit- 
ferent turn, and vecupied a wider 


range. The northern kingdoms of 
Europe have for fome time pait 
been alliduoully explored, and Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Ruffia, in pare 
ticular, have employed the pens of 
various travellers. Na leis than 
three publications of this kind have 
appeared in the year 1784. The 
firft we fhall mention is not, indeed, 
wholly appropriated to the north 
of Europe, as will be evident from 
the title, which is “ Obfervations 
on the prefent State of Denmark, 
Ruta, and Switzerland; in a Se- 
ries of Letters.’ ‘The Letters are 
forty-two in number, and were 
written at confiderable intervals, 
from the 2cth of May, 1777, to 
the 1°th of October, 1732. They 
are the productions of a gentleman 
of fenfe and obfervation, who does 
not am at elaborate compotition. 
His accounts of Denmark and Ruf- 
fia feem in part to been fuperceded 
by the narrations of travellers, 
whote vilits to thefe countries have 
been more recent. The civht 
Letters, in a Correfpondence from 
a youn Student at Copenhagen, 
to his Friend at St. Thomas's, con- 
taining various Remarks en the 
Genius and Spirit of the Danih 
Nation, have a vivacity and a 
mixture of adventdre, which give 
them fomethiag of the novel torm. 
In the Account of Switzacriand, the 
Defcription of Sanenland, in the 
Canton of Berne, and of the Shep- 
herd-Litc of the Inhabitants, is 
particularly curious. ‘The author 
clofes the work with a ladicrous 
relation of the entertainment given 
at Stutgard, in 1782, to the grand- 
duke and duchefs of Ruflia. It 
contains a ftrong picture of the 
abfurdity, fatigue, and difappoint- 
ment, refulting from the dilplay 
of faife magnificence, Some enter- 
taining circumitunces refpectiag 
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Rouffeau, Lavater, and other wri- 
ters, are inter{peried in the prefent 
ublication. 

‘Lhe * Anecdotes of the Ruffian 
Empire, in a cerics of Letters, 
written a few years ago, from ot. 
Peterfburgh,’ are the production 
of Mr. . ichardion, now Proteffor 
of Humanity, in the univerlity of 
Glafg w,. and well known in the 
jiterary world, by his elegant 
poems, and efpecially by his admi- 
yable Kflays qn the Characters of 
Shak{peare. He doth not mean to 
give a complete Account of the 
Kuthan empire, but to relate prin- 
cipally fuch circumtiances as ftruck 
him in the manners of the natives. 
The work 1s partly of a mifcella- 
neous nature; for, belices Anec- 
dotes concerning Rutfia, it conta:ns 
Jmitations of feveral Fables from 
the German of Lefiing and Gel- 
lert; fome Copes of Veries, both 
Origins]: and ‘Trantlations, and 
Hiftorical Narratives. ‘ihe Rela- 
tion of the Abdication of Vistor 
Amadcus, king of Sardinia, in the 
Year 1730, and of bis Atrcempt to 
remount the Throne which he had 
quitted, furnifhgs one of the mott 
curious and enjertaining parts of 
the volume betore us. Several 
other letters are upon fubjects not 
a little interefting and inilructive, 
and all of them are well written. 
The poctical communteations will 

leafe every reader of taite; and 
the whole of the preient perform- 
ance cannot fail of being p.rufed 
with much fatisfaction. 

But the grand work of the year 
concerning the northern kingdoms 
of Europe, is Mr. Coxe’s ‘+ Tra- 
vels into Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, 
and Denmark ; jnterfperfed with 
Hittorical Relations and Political 
Inquiries,” and illuttrated with 
Charts and Engravings. How well 
Mr. Coxe was likely to be qualified 
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for an undertaking of this kind 
would in part be collected frem his 
torm r publications ; and his rea- 
ders will have the pleafure of find. 
Ing that, in writing the periorm- 
ance betore us, he came prepared 
with every advantage. He has 
gone farther into the interior parts 
ot Poland and uffia than any 
other Engitih traveller ; and hence 
his defcription of the real ftate of 
thefe countries is as new as it is 
exact and authentic. It is no, 
however, by his travels alone that 
he fitted himfclf for the prefenr de. 
fign, but by a diligent courle of 
reading, and the clofeit enquiries 
among thofe who were beii able to 
furnifh him with proper intelli- 
gencee In regard to Poland, he 
was honoured with intormation 
from perions of the higheit rank 
and suthority ; and fortunately ob- 
tained poffethon of fome original 
letters written trom Warfaw, be- 
fore and curing the partition, which 
have enabled him to throw a conti- 
derable light over that intereiling 
period. With refpect to Kutiia, as 
the emprefs herfelf deigned to an- 
{wer fome queries relative to the 
fiate of the public prifons, this 
gracious condefcenfion in fo great 
a foyereign facilitared Mr. Coxe’s 
farther inquiries, ‘lo this it mutt 
be added, that the late celebrated 
hifortan, Mr. Muller, favoured 
him with various communications 
on fome of the mott jmportant and 
intricate parts af the Ruthan an- 
nals, and pointed out to him the 
moit approved wrigers on this em- 
pire. ‘the nature of the Swedifli 
vovernmeni rendered the fources of 
Information eafy of accefs; and, 
fince our author’s return to Eng- 
land, feveral Swedifh gentlemen, 
well verfed in the conftitution ot 
their country, have fupplied him 
with much additional intelligence : 


Nor 
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Not having poffeffed the fame ad- 
vantages with regard to Denmark, 
he has contined himfelf to thofe 
circumftances which he was able to 
afcertain, it having been jis in- 
variable refolution never to adopt 
uncertain accounts, but to adhere 
folely to thot e facts which appear- 
ed to be derived from the moit un- 
ueftionable authorities. In the 
hiftorical relations he has had re- 
courfe to many Englith and foreivn 
authors, and particularly fovaral 
German writers of ununpeached 
veracity; who were relident for a 
coniidcrable time in fome of the 
northern kingdoms. With all 
thefe aids, and from all thefe fourees, 

Mr. Coxe has produced a onde 
which is much more than a mere 
book of travels. It is a book which 
contains; in a great meafure, the 
Hittory, the Conilitution, the Le- 
giflation, the Policy, and the Li- 
terature of the countries through 
which he pafied; as well as the 
prefent Manners and Cuftoms of the 
inhabitants. It is enriched, like- 
wife, with biographical accounts 
of feveral illuttrious perfons, In 
fhort, the work before us is a ftand- 
ard work in point of authority, 
and is replete with information up- 
on fubjects hitherto very remote 
from the knowledge of the gene- 
rality of Englifh readers. 

Of captain Smyth’s ‘* Tour in 
the United States or America,’’ we 
fearcely know what character to 
give. With refpect to fiyle and 
compofition, it is eafy to fay that 
it has no extraordinary merit; the 
language being carclets, incorreét, 
and fometimes ungrammiatical. It 
mutt be acknowledged, at the fame 
time, that our traveller writes with 
vivacity. It is with refpect to more 
important objects that we find it 
difficult to pronounce a decided 
judgment on the prefent publica- 
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tion. ‘The author profes great 
things in the ti itle-pa age ot his book. 
The "work. 3 is faid to contain an Ac- 
count of the prvient Situation of 
North America; the Population, A- 
griculeure, ommerce,Cuftoms, and 
Manners of the labnhiconet 3 Ae 
necdotes of teveral Members ot the 
Congrefs, and General (ficers in 
the American Army; many other 
very fingular and interefiing Occurs 
rences; a Defcription of the Ine 


dian Nations; the veneral face ot. 


the Country, Mountains, lo! LIS, 
Rivers, and the mott beautiful, 
grand, and picturefque Views 
throughout that vaft Continent; 
and, to crown the whole, [mprove- 
ments in — ndry, that may be 
adopted with great Advantage in 
Europe. ale, far captain Smyth 
has fatisfactorily aceoinpliflied ail 
thefe mighty promi 5, we are not 
able to determine. Every thing 
refls upon his own authority. The 
value of the book, and the credit 
we are difpoicd to atiord it, are 
fomewhat Ieffened by the author’s 
conceited mode of writing, by the 
importance he gives to him.cli, by 
the romantic air of feveral of his 
adventures, and by the firong po- 
litical prejudices of which he ap- 
pears to be poifetled. Neverthe- 
lefs, we are ready to believe, that 
this Tour exhibits a variety of real 
information with refpect to the 
country and inhabitants of the 
North American Siares. 


The “ fournal kept on a jour- 
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ney from Jailora tos 
the Little Defert, tc Aleppo, C\- 
prus, Khodes, Zante, Corfu, and 
Otranto, in Italy,”’ furnifhes in- 
ftruétion on a tubject which has 
lately acquired a coniiderabie im- 
portance. The patiage over land, 
to and Fre yn the Kait Indies, 1s 
pow, from political and commer- 
cial views, become mose fiequent 
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than ever, and will be facilitated 
by publications of this kind. ‘The 
nag commences on the icth of 

arch, 1779, When the author, 
in company with four other Eng- 
lifh gentlemen, departed from Baf- 
fora. The chief incidents of the 
journey arife from the extortions 
practifed by governors, and other 
eivil officers, and the treachery of 
linguifts and interpreters. Some 
account, likewife, is given of the 
barbarous countries through which 
the travellers paffed, and of the 
manners of the inhabitants. A re- 
markable anecdote is related, con- 
cerning the danger to which the 
celebrated Aaron Hill, and two 
other gentlemen were expofed, in 
vifiting a catacomb, when in E- 
fypt- 

The year 1784 hath produced 
the laft Voyage of the great Cap- 
tain Cook. It was a Voyage 
to the Pacific Ocean, undertaken 
by the Command of his Majefty, 
for making Difcoveries in the 
Northern Hemifphere, to deter- 
mine the Pofition and Extent of 
the Wett-fide of North America, 
its Diftance from Atia, and the 
Practicability of a Northern Paf- 
fage to Eurepe. The two firft 
volumes were written by captain 
Cook, and the third by captain 
King. Concerning the import- 
ance of this work too much cannot 
w@il be faid. Of this a fufficient 
fenfibility has been thewn, in the 
rapid fale it has met with, in the 
large extracts that have been in- 
ferted trom it in every periodical 
sublication, and even in the dif- 
Lencavatie abridgments to which 
it has been expofed. The nautical 
part, though lIefs pleafing to the 
bulk of readers, is undoubtedly of 
the firft confequence with regard 
tO navigation, and conftirutes a ca- 
pital excellence in the pretent per- 
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formance. The difcoveries that 
have been made in the feas and re. 
gions of the globe hitherto unvi- 
fited, will be inftructive, entertain. 
ing, and interefting to every ingui- 
fitive mind. By captain Cook's 
fecond navigation round the world, 
and by this laft voyage, two points 
of prodigious importance have 
been afcertained; the one is, that 
there is no fouthern continent, or, 
at leaft, no continent which can 
he vifited for any purpofes of uti- 
lity. The other is, that a north- 
ern pafflage to Europe, through 
the {traits which divide America 
from Afia is abfolutely impractica- 
ble. It is of great moment to 
know, in certain cafes, the ze plus 
ultra of {cience and difcovery. On 
the additions that are now made 
to our knowledge of nations and 
of mankind in the Southern and 
Pacific Oceans we cannot enlarge. 
In the three volumes before us, an 
immentfe variety of objects is prefent- 
ed to the reader, The figure made 
by captain. Cook in this work is 
highly interefting ; and the circum- 
fiance of his unfortunate death, as 
related by captain King, will be 
perufed with much concern, An- 
other fubject of regret arifes from 
the deceaie of Mr. Anderfon, whofe 
defcriptions of the natural hiftory 
of the countries difcovered, and of 
the manners of the inhabitants, 
are peculiarly excellent. It is a 
fill farther caufe of lamentation, 
that captain King, by whom the 
third volume of the voyage hath 
been fo well written, has lately de- 
parted this life in Italy. We fhould 
be unpardonable, if we did not take 
particular notice of the Introduction 
to the prefent work. It contains 4 
view of the fevéral voyages of dif- 
covery that have been made dur- 
ing his majefty’s reign, and an efti- 
uiate of the knowledge which has 

been 
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been acquired by them, and the 
‘benefits they have produced. The 
Introduction is, indeed, an elegant, 
mailerly, and philofophical per- 
formance, which reflects no {mall 
honour upon the writer, who is 
enerally, and we believe juiily, 
uppoted to be the reverend and 
learned Dr. jolin Douglas, canon 
refidentiary of St. Paul’s, 


Of the Poiitical Productions of 
the year 1784, which have been 
prodigioufly numerous and multi« 
farious, it would be as undefirable 
as it would be difficult to givea 
difliné account. In fact, though 
they are frequently written by 
perions of eminent abilities, they 
can fearcely be confidered as com+ 
ing under the head of literature, 
properly fo called. The truth is, 
that they are hurtful to the gene+ 
ral caufe of knowledge and learn- 
ing, by diverting too much the at- 
tention 6} men trom fcientific and 
literary works, an effect which has 
not. a little been experienced in 
the courfe of the year. We fhall, 
therefore, as in our laft Annual 
Regifter, content ourfelves with 
pointing out the fubjects which 

ave chiefly employed the pens of 
our political authors. 

One grand object of difcuffion 
was Mr. Fox’s Eatt India bill. This 
was not only warmly debated in 
the houfes of parliament, but vi- 
goroully attacked and defended in 
a variety of publications. Among 
thefe, the ipeeches in fatour of 
the bill, by Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, 
-and feparately printed, contained 
the ftrength of the argument on 
that fide of the queftion. On the 
other fide appeared the earl of 
Stair, Mr. Pulteney, and Major 
Scott. The laft gentleman, who 
is the avowed advocate for Mr. 
Haflings, and was a ftrenuous op- 
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meafures, hath written feveral 
pamphlets in the courfe of the 
year. Une of the molt important 
of his tracts was, his «* Conduct of 
his Majetty’s late Minitters confi- 
dered, “as it afte‘ted the iatt India 
Company and Mr, Hatlings.” Mr. 
Dalrymple’s “ Retrofpective View 
of the Ancient Syilem ot the Eatt 
India Company,”’ was the produc- 
tion of a gentleman who, irom his 
abilities and knowledge, was well 
qualified to treat upon the fubje¢t. 
tis plan of regulation is very difs 
ferent froin that of lord North’s 
bill in 1773, towhich our author 
gives the appellation of the Anar- 
chy Bull. 

The removal of Mr. Fox and 
his party from power was another 
great object of contention, and oc- 
cafioned the queition concerning 
the fecret influence of the crown 
to be warmly agitated. | hat this 
influence had been improperly ex- 
erted, was ttrenuouily maintained 
by the writer ot * | opular Popics, 
or the Grand Quettion difcutied ;” 
by Mr. Burke, in his “ Reprefen- 
tation to his Majetty,’’ moved in 
the houfe of commons; and by 
Alfred’s ** Three Letters to the 
People of Great Britain, and par- 
ticularly to thofe who figned the 
Addrefies on the late Changes of 
Adminittration, and the Diflo ution 
of Parlianent;” tuppofed to be 
the production of the fame gentle. 
man. That the king had wiiely 
interfered, and that the new minif- 
try was formed on conttitutional 
principles, was afferted on the ot her 
hand, in the pamphlets, entitled, 
« A Letter to a Country Gentle- 
man;” ** A Second Letter to a 
Country Gedtleman ;”? and “ A 
Candid Invetligation of the prefent 
prevailing Topic.’’ An claborate 
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as it had lately been exercifed, was 
firft privately difperfed, and after- 
wards publifhed under the title of 
# Political Letters.”” They were 
afcribed, and we believe upon good 

rounds, to Sir William Mere- 
eth. 

Mr. Pit’s Eaft India Bill was 
chiefly difcuffed in parliament. Mr. 
Francis printed the fpeech he had 
delivered in the houfe of commons 
upon this occafion, and feveral col- 
lections appeared of the debates in 

eneral which had taken place in 
that houfe upon the fubjeét. The 
bill was the object of enquiry, and 
held out to praife or cenfure, in 
other publications. 

The commutation-act was too 
important a meafure to pafs unno- 
ticed. ** Remarks”? on that act 
were written by a gentleman who 
was capable of difplaying with 
great ability its apprehended de- 
tects. When, in confequence of 
this bill, teas came to be fold at 
reduced prices, difputes arofe be- 
tween the tea-dealers and the di- 
rectors of the Eaft India company. 
One effect of thefe difputes was 
the raifing of Mr. Twining trom 
the character of a trade{man to that 
of an author, in which latt cha- 


racter he appeared to very confi- 


derable advantage. Three tracts 
were written by him, the firft of 
which was entitled, ** Obfervations 
on the Tea and Window-Act, and 
on the Tea Trade ;” the fecond, 
«© Remarks on the Repori of the 
Fatt India Directors, refpecting the 
Sale and Prices of Tea;’’ and the 
third, «¢ An Anfwer to the fecond 
Report of the Eaft India Directors, 
refpecting the Sale and Prices of 
‘tea.”” We fuppofe, likewife, that 
Mr. Twining had no fmail fhare 
in drawing up the ‘* Narrative of 
the Conduct of the Tea-Dealers, 


during the late Sale of Teas at the 
India Houfe.” 

The Wi eftminfter election was an- 
other fruitful fource of altercation. 
A number of pieces could not, in- 
deed, fail to be produced upon an 
affair in which the political paf. 
frons were deeply interefied. We 
fhall, however, take notice of thofe 
only that related to the conduct of 
the duchefs of Devonthire. The 
zealous part which this great lady 
took im favour of Mr. Fox, expofed 
her to many {trictures in the Newf- 
papers : befides which fhe was call. 
ed to am account in a diftin& pub- 
lication. It was addreffed to her 
in the form of a Letter, and was 
the production of a fenfible cor- 
ref{pondent, who had offered fome 
wholfome admonitions to her grace 
feveral years before. On the pre- 
fent occafion, the duchefs was not 
lett without a defender. An an- 
fwer to the letter foon appeared, in 
which it was ftrongly maintained, 
that the noble lady deferved no 
kind of cenfure for the part fhe 
condefcended to afflume during the 
Weitmintter election ; but that, on 
the contrary, it was an act particu- 
larly virtuous in her grace to exert 
herfelf in the fervice of fo good a 
caufe. 

The queftion concerning the A- 
merican commerce has been far- 
ther difeufled in variows pam- 
phlets. Lord Sheffield’s «¢ Obfer- 
vations on the Commerce of the 
American States,” and the * Con- 
fiderations on the prefent Situation 
of Great Britain and the United 
States of North America, with a 
View to their future commercial 
Connettions,’””® were mentioned by 
us laft year, It muft not be for- 
gotten, that lord Shefheld’s Ob- 
fervations have been greatly im- 
proved, and much enlarged, m 
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fabfequent impreffions. The chief 
erformances of 1-84, on the fame 
Lubjects, were Edwards’s “T houghts 
on the late Proceedings of Govern- 
ment, refpecting the Trade of the 
Weit India Iilands with the United 
States of North America ;” “ 4 
letter from an American, now re- 
fident in Londorn, to a Member of 
Parliament, an the Subject of the 
re(training Proclamation, and con- 
taining ‘Stri€tures on lord Shef- 
ficld’s Pamphlet on the Commerce 
of the American States;” “ A 
Free and Cardid Review of a 
Pract entitled, Obfervations on the 
Geil erce of the American States ;” 
Stevenfon’s ‘“* Addrefs to Brian 
Edwards, Ef.” and ** Remarks 
en Lord Sheitield’s Obfervations on 
the Commerce of the American 
States, by an American.” Without 
prefuming to decide on the merits 
of thefe feveral productions, we 
fhall beg leave to take notice of 
what has occurred to us in the 
courte of our converfation in the 
world ; which is, that lord Shef- 
field’s fentiments and reaionings 
feem to have gradually been rain- 
ing upon the wood opinion and ap- 
probation of many gentlemen who 
formerly entertained different views 


of things. Ve fhould have bsen 
very blameable if we had forgot- 
ten to mention Mr. Chalmers’s 


¢* Opinions on interefting Subjects 
of public Law and commer.ial 
Policy, arifing from American lo- 
dependence.” The abilities of this 
writer, and the ftrength of his ar- 
guments on teveral of the topics 
he has treated upon, mutt be ace 
knowledged even by thafe who are 
the leaft di fpofed to agree with him 
in all his potitions. 

‘There have been many political 
publications, during the courfe of 
the year, which do not fall under 
the heads we have fpecified. Of 
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thefe we apprehend the moft dif- 
tineuithed to be, “Dr. Price’s Pott- 
feript to his Pamphlet on the Stave 
of the public Debts and Finances, 
at figning the preliminary Articles 
of Peace, in January, 178: ;” Dr. 
Ben) jamin F rank'in’s ** TwoTra‘s,’ 
containing Information to thofe 
who would remove to Ame rica, and 
Remarks «x neerning the Savages 
of North America; Mr. Silas 
Deane’s “ Addr fs to the United 
States of North America ;”’ ** The 
Corn Dittillery ftared to the Con: 
fideration of the Landed Intereft of 
England ;” fir George Onelipho- 
rus Paul’s ‘é Confiderations on the 
Defects of Prifons, and their pre- 
fent Svitem of Re: vulstion ;"? Mr. 
Wed; ewood’s ‘© Addrefs to the 
Workmen in the Potrery ;” and 
Mr. David Hartley’s ** Addrefs to 
the Mavor and ¢ ‘orpora ition of 
Kingtton upon Hull.’ 

If we have been evilty of any 
millakes, or of any improper omil= 
fions, in this department of domef- 
tic literature, we hope to obraiti 
forgivenels, as we have fpoker 
chiefly from thé “Snforn ation of 
others ; it having been4dn our power 
only to read the prfblications that 
were the moft diftinruifled, either 
by the importance ot their matter, 
or by the elegance and fpirit of 
their compofitic n. We have not 
neo lected to perufe'the * Criticifms 
on the Rolliad.” Under the pre- 
tence that an ancient Epic poem 
has been difcovered with that title, 
and that it gives a prophetic view 
of Mr. Rolle and_ his triends, the 
author introduces fatirical charace 
ters of Mr. Pitt, and of the noble- 
men and gentlemen who fu ipport 
his adminittration. The juitice of 
them may be ‘difputed, but not 
the wit and humour with which 
they are drawn. Whilft we allow 
confiderable merit to this writer, and 
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are particularly fenfible how much 
he is a maiter of claffical allution, 
we cannot afford him incifcriminate 
praife, or affert that he excels in 
every part of his performance. 


The productions of the year 
1784 in critical, clatlical, and po- 
lite Learning, though not equal in 
point of value and importance to 
thofe of fome tormer years, have 
been fuiiciently numerous, and 
feveral of them are entitled to ho- 
nourable notice. ‘+ he publications 
of Mr. Blaney, Dr. Owen, and 
Mr. Lemon, have been mentioned 
under other heads. Befides Blay- 
ney’s * Jeremiah,’ we do not re- 
collect aay thing which has ap- 
peared in Oriental literature, ex- 
cepting Uni’s © Pharus ArtisGram- 
matice Hebrew.’ It is intended to 
guide thofe to a more grammatical 
acquaintance with the Hebrew 
tongue, who have already fome 
knowledge of the language; be- 
fides which it contains an explica- 
tion of the Divine Names, and a 
verfion of the Sones that are found 
in the xxxvilith cha; ter of Ifaiah, 
and the vth chapter of Judges, 
The author is in the number of 
theie who defend the antiquity of 
vowel-points ; and he apprehends 
that moft of the dificulties which 
perplex the facred writings may be 
more effectually removed by an 
improvement qf the common gram- 
mars, than by alteratioas of the 
received text. We may hence col- 
lect that Mr, Uri is no yery ardent 
admirer of Dr. Kennicoit’s Collec- 
tion. | 

Mr, Duncombe has this year fa- 
youred the literary world with a 
very valuable performance. It is 
a tranilation, from the Greek, of 
* Select Works of the Emperor fu- 
lian, and fome Pieces of the So- 
phit Libanius.” The novelty of 


this publication will much recom, 
miend it, as fearcely any of Julian's 
writings have hitherto appeared in 
an Englith drefs. A farther res 
commendation ot them will arife 
from the merit of the writings 
themfelves, moti of them being in- 
genious, and highly worthy of pe- 
rufal. The ‘* Cefars,” in parti 
cular, 1s an admirable fatire, which 
has not many things fuperior to it 
among the remains of antiquity, 
What Julian hath written againt 
the Chriitian religion conttitutes 
no part of the prefent undertak- 
ing. ‘The picces here collected to- 
gether are, A Letter from Gallus 
to Julian; Julian’s Epiltle to the 
Plulofopher Themiittius ; a Confo- 
latory Oration on the Departure of 
Salluit; Epiftle to the Emperor 
Conftantius ; Epiftle to the Senate 
and People of Athens; an Allego- 
rical Fable; the Juties of a Priett; 
the Cxtaisy the Miiopogon ; Six- 
teen Epittles of Libanius to Julian; 
and Seventy-feven Letters of Ju- 
lian to dificrent Perfons, befides 
Fragments ot Fpiftles. To thefe 
Mr. Duncombe has added, the 
Life of Libanius, tranflated trom 
the Latin of Tohn Albert Fabri- 
clus ; Libanus’s Monody on Nico- 
media, deftroyed by an Earth- 
quake; the fame Philofopher’s Mo- 
noedy onthe Daphnwan |'emple of 
Apollo, deftroyed by fire, or, as 
it is faid, by Lightning ; the Hif- 
tory of the Emperor Jovian, from 
the French of the Abbé de la Ble- 
teric; and an Abéiract of that 
Abbé’s Effay on the Rank and 
Power of the Roman Fmperors in 
the Senate. What greatly increafes 
the value of the work betore us, 
is its being enriched with a large 
number of notes, which clearly 
explain, and fully illuftrate the 
objects referred to in the original, 
Thefe notes are felefted from Petau, 
ees Span- 


«> 














~*~ 































= 


others. ‘The Abbe Bleterie is by 
far the principal contributor. We 
are .xather furprifed that a gentle- 
man af Mr, Duncombe’s liberality 
of mind floul not have expreffed 
his difapprobation cf the bigotry 
and narrownefs .of fentiment that 
are fometimes apparent in Blete- 
rie’s Annotations. But, while in 
this refpect we think that our 
tranflator might have improved the 
work, we fincerely teftiiy our gra- 
titude to him for the inftmuction 
and entertainment which we have 
derived from his learned dabeurs. 

Mr. Huntingford’s ‘¢ Monottro- 
phica” were mentioned by us, im 
due terms of commendation, im 
the lait year.—A variety of obfer- 
vations having been made upon 
them by a very acute and profound 
critic in the Meathly Revrw, our 
author has thought proper to pub- 
lifh an ** Apology” for them, in 
which he endeavours to vindicate 
himfelf from the objections that 
were urged againit the quantity 
and metre of his verfes. ‘)he con- 
troverfy turns upon nice and difh- 
cult queftions ; and, though curi- 
ous and eminently learned, will 
mot be generally interefting. Mr. 
Huntingford hath added a fecond 
*¢ Collection of Monotirephics,” 
which are forty-four in number, 
and which, whatever difputes may 
be raifed concerning the propriety 
or meafure of particular words, at- 
ford an ample demonftration of his 
extraordinary proficiency in Gre- 
cian Iiterature. 

Mr. Seale’s “ Analyfis of the 
Greek Metres” is deli; ?.cd as a 
Supplement to the Elemegtary 
Rules of Greck Profody. With 
this View he has given a perfpi- 
cuous and accurate account of the 
various metres employed by the 
Grecian pocts, efpecially the Dra- 
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matic and Lyric. For his mate- 
rials he is principally indebted to 
the profody of Morell, and to 
Heath’s Preface to his Notes on 
the Greek Tuagedians. Mr. Seale’s 
performance is divided into twe 
chapters. Inthe firit he confiders 
metre as an arrangement of fylla- 
bles and tect according to certain 
rules. In this fenfe he divides it 
into nine fpecies. ‘Ihe fecond 
chapter defcribes the various com- 
pofitions and modifications of thele 
metres, and the names by which 
{uch as deviate from common rules 
are to be diftinguifhed. Works of 
this kind, when executed with ace 
‘knowledged ability, as in the pre- 
fent cafe, cannot tail of being ace 
ceptable aad ufetul. 

From the Clarendon prefs at Oxe 
ford hath lately proceeded a com- 
plete edition ot * Cicero’s Works, 
with Indexes and various Read- 
ings,” in ten voluines, quarto, 
Olivet is the flandard of the text, 
to which fome critics have objedi- 
ed. Many things, however, are 
omitted that are to be met with i 
Olivet’s edition, and the want ef 
feveral of which will be regretted 
by the cieffical reader. On the 
other hand, we here have, what 
are nat to be found in Clivet, the 
Collation of the Oxford and York 
Manuiteripts; Defderii Jacobi Li- 
belius de Dodlrinad Philofopbhorum, 
publifhed at Paris in i554; and 
Erneiius’s Index; which, being 
upon a new, exact, and very com- 
prehenfive plan, is uncommonly 
valuable. The great merit of the 
prefent edition of Cicero feems to 
confit in its correctne(s. If an- 
other volume had been added, 
containing a collection of the mott 
curious, judicious, and important 
notes that have been furnithed by 
Tully’s various editors and com- 
mentators, perhaps, it would have 
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been no fmall*improvement of the 
detign. very man of literature 
wiil :eice in the capital books 
which, for fome years pait, have 
been printed. at the universty of 
Oxterd, and more of which there 
is good reaion to expe t. ‘that 
learned univerfity is not a little in- 
dcebted to the late excellent fir \\ ily 
liam Blacktlone, for reviving the 
giory of the Clarendon prefs. 

Mr. Knox, who hath written fo 
admirably on education, cairies on 
his laudable deiigns tor the benefit 
of young people. With this view 
he bas pubhihed, for the ufe ot 
_ Fchools, an edition of Juvenal and 
Perlius, and another of Horace, 
purged from every exceptionable 
patiage. In the fir of theie books 
the [ives of Juvenal and Perfius 
are given, by Juvencius and others, 
tovether with Brewter’s ‘I ranila- 
tion of Pertius, and Dr. Jahnion’s 
JImitations of the Third and. Penth 
Satires of Juvenal. To the edition 
of Hora e are prefixed Sue:ontus’s 
Life ot him, the notes fubpoined to 
it by Dacier, and that critic’s Chio- 
‘nology, diggfted according to the 

Roman confils. ‘To thefe are added 
the Tefitmonies of the Ancients 
concerning Horace, and the Ac- 
count of him by Defprez. The 
Ars Voctica is preceded by Mr. 
Colman’s explanation of the mo- 
tives from which that poem was 
compo'cd. In the Carmen Seculare 
ir. Knox has followed the common 
editions, and net Sanedon’s ar- 
rinvement, of which, however, we 
contefs ourfelves to be .no fmall 
a mirers. Our editor is entitled 
to the warm gratitude of the pub- 
lic, tor thus contriving to improve 
the underilandings, and to form the 
tale ot youth, without injuring 
their morals. 

With regard to modern Poetical 
Criticiim, fearcely any thing of 





DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


confequence has appeared, except. 
ing: the © Stntorial i flay on the 
agin: and ‘rogrets of National 
Song. Chis 1s prenxed to a 
* Select Colleéction o Enelith 
Sonos,” in three voiumes, anil 13 
a very pleating performance. ‘The 
writer traces the fubject, with creat 
Ingenuity and learning, from the 
eariietl aves down to the prefent 
time. His en jUiries thew him ta 
be potieiled of an eminerit. deeree 
et antiquarian knowledve, accome 
panied” with good fenfe and 200d 
taile. Fis account of fong-writing 
In our Own country will he partie 
cularly entertaining to the ve>cra- 
lity ot readers, ‘This eff 


| ! is Une 
deriiood to be the primluc 


con of the 
fame perion who wrote, with fo 
much bitterneis of {pirit, the «Ob. 
fervations. on 
lumes of 


the ‘Three Firit Vo- 
the Hiftorv of Enelith 
Poetry,” and the “* Remarks, cri- 
tical and iliutirative, on the Text 
and Notes of the lait Fdition of 
Shakipeare.”? We rejoice that in 
the pertormance before us there are 
no traces of a malignant temper ; 
and the author may be affured that 
the moderation and candour which 
he has now difplayed wi'l be 
equally uferul to the caute of lie- 
rature, and much more conducive 
to his own reputation. 

Mr. Davies, who fuccecded fo 
well in his Memoirs of the Lite of 
Garrick, has again appeared betore 
the world; in three volumes of 
‘+. Dramatic Mifcellanies.?? Thefe 
contiit of critical ob‘ervaiings on 
feveral plays of Shak{peare, with a 
review of his principal characters, 
and thofe of various eminent wri- 
ters, as reprefented by Mr. Gar- 
rick, and other celebrated come, 
dians. Through the whole are in; 


teriperfed anecdotes of dramatic 
poets, actors, and perfons connected 
The plays of 

Shak- 


with the theatres. 
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Shakfjeare which are the objects of 
Mr. Davies’s remarks, are, King 
ohn, Richard. the Second, the 
Two Parts of Henry the Fourth, 
Henry the highth, All’s well that 
ends well, Macbeth, Julius C:efar, 
King Lear, Antony and Cleopatra, 
and Hanlet. Our author has alfo 
diftinctly confidered Ben Jonfon’s 
Every Man in his Humour, Beau- 
mont and Fletcher’s Rule a Wife 
and have a Wite, Lee’s Rival 

ucens, and the duke of Buck- 
ingham’s Kehearfal ; befides which 
he has allotted a chapter each 
to Dryden, Otway, Congreve, 
Betterton, and Cibber. ‘Though 
Mr. Davies’s criticifms are not 
all ot them of equal import- 
ance, we think that for the 
moft part they will be read with 
pleafure, and that fome of them 
are deterving of particular notice. 
jt muit, however, be contefied, 
that the chief recommendation of 
the prefent work arifes from the 
anecdotes of comedians and dra- 
matic poets with which it is inter- 
{perfed, and from the accounts that 
are given of the manner in which 
the feveral characters of the plays 
here defcribed were repreiented by 
different actors. 

The purpote of Mr. Walker, in 
his ** Khetorical Grammar, or 
Courfe of Leflone on Elocution,” 
is to give young perfons an idea of 
the principles of {peaking and read- 
ing with propriety. Wath this 
view he has entered deeply into the 
fubject; and it is a fubject upon 
which long ttudy and large prac- 
tical experience have enabled hun 
to decide with uncommon precilion 
and judgment. 
the Grammar confiits of Initruc- 
tions, addrefled to Parents and 
Teachers of EFlocution; and the 
remaining part contains an Expla- 
nation of the Figures ot Rhetoric, 


The firit part of 
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with Directions for the proper 
Manner of pronouncing them. 
There can™be no doubt but that 
much advantage muft arife from a 
‘areiul attention to this work of 
our ingenious author, and to others 
which he has written of a fimilar 
kind, 

Of the “ Effay towards an En- 
glifh Grammar,”’ we cannot fpeak 
fo particulurly as might be defir- 
able, For though we are poffeffed 
of the book, and have read part of 
it, we have not perufed enough to 
enable us to deliver an opinion 
concerning the merit of the whole. 
From what we have feen, we are 
fatisfied that the author hath taken 
no imall pains in afcertaining the 
rules of our language, and that 
many of his remarks will be found 
deferving of regard. 

The ** Effay on Medals” is upon 
a fubject a farther acquaintance 
with which mutt be detirable to a 
number of perfons, The foreign 
treaties on the Numifmata are 
ufually fo large and fo learned as 
aot to {uit common readers. Asto 
the fmaller tracts which have hi- 
therto appeared in our own coun- 
try, they are for the moft part too 
fuperficial and defective to anfwer 
the purpoles of fuficient informa- 
tion. ‘Ihe prefent work is divided 
into twenty-four fections, includ- 
ing the Rite and Progrefs of the 
Study of Medals; its Utility ; its 
Connection with the Fine Arts; 
the various Sources of Delight arif- 
ing from it; the Metals ufed in the 
Fabrication of Coins; their dif- 
ferent Sizes ; their former (ancient) 
Value; their Confervation; Por- 
traits on them; their Reveries; 
Symbols on them ; their Legends ; 
the Medallions; the Contorniates ; 
the Greck Medals; the Roman; 
Medals ot other Nations; Modern 
Coins, &e.; Coins, &c. of Great 

Britain 
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Britain and Ireland ; Obfervations 
on the Progrefs~ of the Britifh 
Coin; Rarity of fome™incient and 
snodern ones; Counterfeit Me- 
dals, and how to diflinguidh them ; 
Direétions for farming Cabinets ; 
and prefent Prices of Medais. An 
Appendix follows, containing an 
Explanation of the more common 
eal Selaahons en Roman Medals ; 
a Valuation of Englifh Coins fince 
the Conqueror; brief Notices and 
Rarity of the Scottifh Coins; and 
the Rarity and Prices of the Coins 
of the Roman Emperors. So much 
ufeful inftruction is conveyed under 
thefe feveral heads, that a candid 
critic will eafily be difpofed to over- 
look fome peculiarities of fentiment, 
and inaccuracies of orthography 
and language, which, however, 1t 
would be advifable to correct in a 
future imprefiion. 

Sir William Jones’s ** Difcourfe 
on the Inftitution of a Society for 
enquiring into the Hitlory, civil 
oad natural, the Antiquities, Arts, 
Sciences, and Literature of Afia, 
delivered at Calcutta, January roth, 
1784,” is a frefh inftance of this 
eminent gentleman’s zea] to extend 
the bounds of knowledge, and to 
promote the improvement and hap- 

inefs of mankind. ‘The plan 
which he has laid down is very ex- 
tenfive, and, if vigoroufly pur- 
fued, cannot fail of producing con- 
diderable effects. It is a fortunate 
circumftance to the literary world, 
that fir William Jones is néw placed 
in a fituation that will probably 
enable him to be fignally ufeful in 
carrying on the ts of an. inflitu- 
tion from which treafures of learn- 
ine hitherto unknown may be im- 
ported into Europe. 

Perhaps we cannot find a better 

slace than the prefent to mention 
dr. Percival’s ** Moral and Lite- 


rary Differtations.” The fubjects 


of them are, Truth and Faithfuts 
nefs; Habit and Affociation - the 
Inconfiftency of Expettation in 
literary Purfuits; a Tafle for the 
general Beauties of Nature; a 
Latte for the Fine Arts; and the 
Alliance of Natural Hiftory and 
Philofophy with Poctry. To the 
Differtations are added, a Tribute 
to the Memory of Charles de 
Polier, efq. and an Appendix, 
The work before us is chiefly in- 
tended as a fequel to ** A Father's 
Taftructions,” publithed fome years 
fince by our author. He has long 
had it in contemplation to teach his 
older children the mot important 
branches of ethics in a fyitematic 
and experimental manner, by ex- 
amples ; and the firf Differtation, 
which is a Socratic difcourie, is the 
beginning of the plan. The plan 
is fo excellent, that it gives us 
concern to find that various caufes 
have hitherto prevented, and will 
probably continue to prevent, Dr. 
Percival from completing his de- 
fien. He modefily exprefles his 
wifhes that fome moraliit, of more 
leifure and fuperior abilities, would 
execute, in ts full extent, what, 
he fays, is here fo partially andim- 
perfectly attempted. But who will 
be found better qualified, or more 
difpofed to accomplifh the under- 
taking than himfelf ? The whole of 
the prefent work is well calculated 
to improve the underftandings, mer 
liorate the hearts, and refine the 
tafte of young perfons. The hifto- 
vical illuftrations and anecdotes iu- 
troduced by our author are judie 
cioufly chofen, and happily ap- 
plied. We admire the elegance of 


his compofition, and have no doubt 
but that the ufefulnefs and plea- 
{ure arifing from thefe Differtations 
will be extended far beyond the 
; ae re of the ingenious and worthy 


Ih 


o¢tor’s own family, 








In Poetical Tranflation, we do not 
recollect any thing of fo much con- 
fequence as the verfion of Virgil’s 
fir and fecond Georgic. ‘The 
attempt is in blank verfe, the 
author being convinced, that 
rhyme, from its very nature, mutt 
exclude any approaches to a juft 
fimilitude. The paufes and varied 
cadence, the fimplicity and latent 
art of Virgilian numbers, muft, he 
thinks, ever totally ftruttrate the 
attempt in any quantity of lines fo 
fettered; the very excellence of 
which, whatever it may be, is of 
a form utterly difimilar and incom- 
patible. Accordingly, Trapp is in 
part our tranflator’s model, con- 
cernine whom he obferves, that had 
he been as happy in the diction and 
verfification in general, as he muft 
be acknowledged to have been in 
not a tew lines (indeed in a confi- 
derable part of the arduous under- 
taking), any veriion, after his, 
might have been judged fuperfluots. 
We do not concur in thefe fenti- 
ments of our ingenious author. 
Perhaps it may be confidered as a 
want ot juft tafte, but we mutt 
confeis, that no tranflations in blank 
verfe, either from Homer or Virgil, 
2gve ever given us any’great degree 
of pleafure. With regard to Virgil, 
the poetical verfions of Dryden, 
Warton, and Pitt have been perut- 
ed by us with a fatisfaction far 
fuperior to what we have expe- 
rienced from reading that of Trapp, 
or from other attempts of a fimilar 
kind. At the fame time, we are 
ready to acknowledge that the pre- 
fent writer has improved greatly 
upon his model ; that his trantla- 
tion is clofe, faithful, and correct ; 
and that it is not without a con- 
fiderable portion of merit. We 
would not wifh him, therefore, to 
be difcouraged from completing his 
undertaking, which may be acccpt- 
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able to a number of readers. Ad- 
mitting the fact, it might not be 
unworthy of enquiry, whence it 
happens that blank verfe always 
appears much more beautiful inan 
original poem than in tranflations, 
The fact can fearcely be doubted 


“by thofe who are acquainted with 


Milton and with Akenfide. The 
caufes Of it, did not the limited 
nature of our work prevent fuch a 
difcuffion, would not, perhaps, be 
of difficult inveiligation, The tranf- 
lator of the two books of the 
Georgics, who ts Capel Lofft, Eig. 
a gentleman well known for his 
zeal in the caufe of parliamentary 
reformation, is fuch a determined 
enemy to the name of atyrant, that 
he has left out, both in the original 
text and in his verfion, Virgil’s 
flattery of Auguftus, With an equal 
averfion to tyranny, we apprehend 
that a ditlerent conduct ought to 
have been purfued. It feems to 
have been the duty of an éditor to 
have permitted the obnoxious lines 
to keep their place, at leait in the 
original, while a difapprobation of 
them might have been expreffed in 
a note. 

In our laft Regifer, we men- 
tioned Mr Colman’s admirable 
tranilation of Horace’s 47s Poetica, 
and the excellenifaotes with which 
itis accompanied, We did not ex- 
pect fo fuon to fee another verfion 
of the fame poem. But it does 
not appear that the prefent author 
was at all acquainted with Mr. 
Colman’s work. However, he has 
fallen into fomething of the fame 
train of reafoning with regard to 
the defign with which the Fpiftle 
to the Pifos was written. The 
tranilation is in verfes of eight fyl- 
lables, which are not fo well adapted 
to tht nature of the undertaking as 
the heroic meafure, when rendered 
properly familiar; neither do they 
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come recommended in the cafe be- 
fore us, by an uniform degree of 
correctnefs. It feems to have been 
the defign of the tranflator, in his 
notes, critical and explanatory, ra- 
ther to have confulted the inttruc- 
tion of young {cholars, than of thotfe 
who have made any great progrets 
in claffical learning. 


In looking back upon the general 
poetical productions of the year, 
we are furprized at the number of 
them that are derived from the la- 
dies. Two of our firil female poets, 
Mifs Seward, and Milfs tielen 
Williams, haye diflinguifhed them- 
{elves in a particular manner. Mils 
Seward has ftruck out a new and 
very pleating forin of .compofition, 
in a poetical novel, to which fhe 
has given the title of ** Louifa.” 
The ttory 1s fimple, aud the inci- 
dents are tew; but they are worked 
up with great beauty and tender- 
neis. The poem confitts of four 
Epitiles, the firft of which is from 
Louifa to Emma, her fricnd in the 
Eaitt-Indies ; the fecond from Euge- 
nio to Emma, returned from the 
Eaft-|ndies; the third from Louita 
to Emma, written after fhe had re- 
ceived from her, Eugenio’s excul- 
pating letter; and the fourth from 
Louila to the fame correfpondent, 
concliding the ftory. The rife and 

rogrefs of Eugenio’s and Louila’s 
o for each other, his being 
obliged to marry Eira in order to 
refcue his father and mother from 
ruin, the death of Emira, and the 
fubfequent marriage of the two 
lovers, form the batis of the novel. 
‘The fair author’s defign is to unite 
the impaffioned fondnefs of Pope’s 
Floifa, with the chaflter tendernefs 
of Prior’s Emma; avoiding the 
voluptuoufnefs of the firft, and the 
too conceding fottnefs of the fecond. 
We may venture to fay, that the 
has admirably fucceeded in the ac- 
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complifbment of her defign. — Ie 
will be remembered, that Mifs Sew. 
ard’s plan rather leads her to a dif. 
cription of pailiens than of incidents, 
The whole poem abounds with 
beavtitul pafflages, among which, 
though it is diificult to make a fe. 
lection, we may obferve, that the 
firit interview between Eugenio and 
Louifa, their mutual fenfations, and 
the happinefs they felvin the contci- 
oulnefs of each other’s affection, 
are delightfully difplayed. Ina 
work replete with fo many excel- 
lencies, we are not difpofed to watte 
our time in criucizing on a few 
places which the feverity of judg- 
ment may deem fomewhat too re- 
dundant, or ia any refpect lets per- 
fect than could be wifhed. 

Mifs Helen Williams’s “ Peru” is 
the production of a truly poetic 
geuius, and it will appear the more 
extraordinary when it is confidered 
that it is written by a very young 
perfon, who has had no peculiar 
advantages of literary education, 


- and that the completion of the poem, 


as we have reafon to believe, took 
up but a fmall portion of time. 
To write on fuch a fubject was 
rather a bold undertaking ; but our 
poetefs apologizes for it, by de- 
claring, that fhe has not had the 
prefumption even to attempt a full, 
hiflorical narration of the fall of 
the Peruvianempire. ‘To deferibe, 
fhe fays, that important event with 
precifion, and to difplay with juft 
force the various caules which comer 
bined to produce it, would require 
all the energy of genius, all the 
flrong colouring of the mott g'owing 
imagination. Confcious, fhe adds, 
of her utter inability to execute 
fuch a defien, fhe hath only aimed 
at giving a fimple detail of a few 
incidents in that affecting and ro- 
mantic hiltory ; where the unpural- 
leled fufferings of an innocent and 
amiable people afford the finett fub- 
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jects for true pathos, while their 
climate, entirely diffimilar to our 
own, furnifhes new and ample ma- 
terials for poetic defcription. Mits 
Williams has performed more than 
her promife. Her defcriptions are 
admirably pitturefque, the inci- 
dents very affecting, and her vei- 
fification eminently beautiful. It 
is in pathos that fhe greatly excels ; 
athos is her fort; to the pathetic 
the recurs on every occafjon. The 
fine imagination of Mifs Williams 
perpetually fupplies her with ima- 
ges and expretlions, perhaps too 
richly luxuriant. ‘To point out the 
ftriking parts of the poem before us, 
would carry us too far; and, there- 
fore, we thal! only obferve, that 
we were much pleafed with the 
epifode of Zamor and Anciloe. 
He mutt be a fattidious critic indeed, 
who will not, upon the whole, give 
his verdict to the great merit of the 
refent work. It mutt be acknow- 
ledged that the fair author has re- 
dundancies to correct; and we doubt 
hot but that they will be corrected 
by maturer years and judgment. 
It is the fault of fome modern poe- 
try that it affects too fplendid a drefs, 
and that it is loaded with epithets 
not fufficiently precife, appropri- 
ated, and expreflive. The chatte 
and beautiful referve of the ancient 
claflics in this refpect would be a 
proper object of imitation, We 
muft not forget to mention, that 
Mifs Williams has dedicated her 
Peru to Mrs. Montagu, in a copy 
of verfes wherein iimplicity and 
elegance are happily united. 
The * Elegiac Sonnets and other 


Effays” of Mifs or Mrs. (we know 


not which) Charlotte Smith, of 


Bienor Park, in Suffex, are the 
next female productions intitled tu 
applaufe. Noone can be infenfible 
how much the jonnet hath of late 


ycars become a favourite mede of 
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writing ; and a judicious critic may 
poflibly think that it has been cut- 
tivated fomething more than it des 
ferves, That the fonnets before us 
are truly elegant, will be manifett 
from the fpecimens of them which 
we hate inferted in the poetical de- 
partment of our work. { he poem 
on the origin of flattery, which 
makes a part of the prefent pub- 
lication, is a pleafing fiction, ver 

beautifully and happily conducted. 

Tothe other poetical ladies of the 

ear we are not able to render that 
juttice to which, perhaps, their 
merit may be entitled ; for, not have 
ing had the pleafure of perufing 
their productions, we mu‘ rely, for 
what is faid concerning them, on 
the teflimonies of others. Uhe per- 
formances we have in view are, 
Mifs Ryves’s * Epifile to the right 
honourable Lord John Cavendifh, 
tate Chancellor of the Exchequer;”” 
the fame lady’s * Dialogue in the 
Elyfian Fields, between Cafar and 
Cato ;”” Mrs. Upton’s ‘* Mifcella- 
neous Pieces in Profe and Verfe ;”” 
and Mrs. Hughes’s Poems. Of 
Mifs Ryves it is afferted that her 
veries are fpirited, and fometimes 
elegant, but not always correct. 
Nearly the fame charatter is given 
of Mrs. Upton; and Mrs. Hughes 
is reprefented as having written 
pleafing moral pieces, and as bav- 
ing compofed the legendary tale of 
Edwin and Matilda with tatte and 
fimplicity. 

‘the Poetical Publications of the 
year by male authors have exceded 
rather in number than in excellence. 
Indeed, few of them have been fo 
diflinguifhed by their merit, as to 
be entitled to any eminent degree of 
applaufe. Mr. Jerningham’s * Rife 
and Progrefs of the Scandinavian 
Poetry’ is the work of a gentleman 
whofe name is already well known 
in the literary world. His poems 

are 
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are in the hands of moft readers, 
who need not be informed that he 


principally excels in the elegiac and - 


tender fpecies of compofition. In 
the pertormance before us he aims 
at a higher ftrair, but not with the 
fuccefs that could bewifhed. ‘The 
fault, perhaps, is not fo much in 
himfelf, a9 in the fubject which he 
hath chofen; The imagery fup- 
plied by the Scandinavian poetry is 
oftentimes more horrible than fub- 
lime ; and the machinery it affords 
is far lefs captivating to the imagi- 
nation than that which is furnitfhed 
by the Greek and Roman mytholo: 
gy, and by the tales of chivalry: 
Thofe poems of the late Mr Gray 
which were formed upon the mo- 
del of the Runic bard, are, not- 
withftanding the power of his ge- 
nius, the leatt pleafing of his 
writings. We do not deny that 
there are fome energetic paflages in 
Mr. Jerningham’s poem, but we 
are perfuaded that it will never be 
popular. 

Gray’s admirable Elegy in a 
Country Church Yard has given 
rife to various imitations, fome 
-more and fome lefs fuccefsful. It 
was very natural that Weflminfler 
Abbey fhould furnith a fubject of 
the clegiac kind, and it is an agree- 
able circumftance that it fhould fall 
into the hands of a gentleman fo 
well capable of doing juttice to it 
as Mr. Maurice. His poem, taking 
its title from that Abbey, breathes 
the fpirit of Gray. ‘The defcrip- 
tions and reflections fuggefted by a 
theme fo awful, when fo happily 
exprefied, will, at the fame time, 
promote the fentiments of piety and 
gratify the feelings of taite. Mr. 
Maurice has prefixed to his poem a 
fummary account of the firft foun- 
dation, and final completion of 
Weftminfler Abbey. 

The “ Verfes on her Majefly’s 


Birth-Day” are a voluntary tribute 
to royal merit; a voluntary tribute 
to the univerfally acknowled 
virtues of the queen, which give 
her a jut title to poetical applaufe, 
Whoever may be the author of the 
prefent compofition, it proceeds 
from a perion of a truly clafiical 
taile, his verfes being correct and 
elegant, and judicioutly adapted to 
the occafion. 

_ The * Regular Ode to Mr: Pitt” 
rifes above many productions of 
the fame kind, being the work of 
one who is well acquainted with the 
nature of this fpecies of poetry, and 
who is pofiefied of abilities that 
qualify him for appearing in it with 
advantages ‘The writer we believe 
to be a very refpectable clergyman, 
who is not unknown in the litera 
world; and who has here offered a 
teftimony of regard arifing from his 
underftanding arid kis heart. 

Mr. Irwin, whom we have for- 
merly mentioned ih terms of ap- 
probation, hath publifhed an “Ode 
to Robert Brooke, Efy; occafioned 
by the death of Rnder Ally.” 
Though the author is not deftitute 
ef fancy, and writes with tatte and 
harmony, he doth not feem to bé 
animated by that native fire which 
is requifite to give to Lyric Poetry 
its full vigour and elevation. In 
making this remark, we only fey 
what may be aflerted concerné 
ing the greateft number of Ode- 
writers, in our own or any other 
country. 

Mr. Stockdale’s “¢ Three Poems” 
come from a gentleman who hath 
appeared before the public in vari 
ous forms of compofition, and im 
all of them with very confiderable 
ability, though his writings are not 
totally unexceptionable. Mrs. Sid- 
dons is the fubject of the firft poem ; 
the fecond is addreffed to Sir Afhton 


Lever; and the third is an Elegy 
on 











on the Death of a Young Officer in 
the Army. In all thefe we obferve 
the traces of a lively and vigorous 
mind; of a mind capable of form- 
ing ttrong ideas, and of expreffing 
them in energetic and harmonious 
verfification. Mr. Stockdale has it 
always in his power to write in fuch 
a manner as to be read with plea- 
fure and advantage. 

The Hittorical Effay on national 
Song, prefixed to “ A feledct 
Collection of Englifi Songs” we 
have already mentioned. With 
regard to the Collection itfelf, it is 
fufficient to take notice that it con- 
fifts of Love Songs, Drinking Songs, 
Mifcellaneous Songs, and Ancient 
Ballads. The choice appears to have 
been made with great judgment, 
though, from the diverfities in the 
taftes of men, it will always be 
afked, in cafes of this kind, why fuch 
and fuch things are omitted. 

The third and fourth volume of 
«Qld Ballads” we have not feen, 
and, therefore, cannot fay whether 
they be or be not judicioufly fel- 
lected. 

‘“‘T'wo ancient Scotifh Poems, 
Gaberlunzie Man, and Chrift’s 
Kirk on the Green, with notes and 
Obfervations,”” by Mr. Callandar, 
had better, perhaps, have been 
fpoken of under the head of An- 
tiquities. What the editor hath 
faid concerning etymologies is wor- 
thy of attention, Mr. Callandar 
being a gentleman much conver- 
fant with the original ftate of the 
literature and language of his 
country, and well qualitied to write 
apon it. 

There were many other Poetical 
productions publithed during the 
year, which the limits we are con- 
fined to will not permit us diftinctly 
to charatterife ; fo that we mutt be 
fatistied with a bare recital of the 
titles of fome of them that pther- 
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wife, perhaps, might have been 
found worthy of more particulat 
notice. ‘The publications we refer 
to are, ** Poems, by a literary So- 
ciety ;”” Major Waller’s “* Familiar 
Epitile to Thomas Lamb, Efq ;” 
his “*Rump and Dozen,” and his 
** Avaro and Tray :”’ the * Poetis 
cal Attempts ;” «* A Supplement to 
the Miiceilanies of [homas Chat- 
terton :’” **Courcy and Adelaide;’® 
** Carmen in Honorem Georgii Sa- 
vile ;”” ** Trifles in Verfe ;” «Shoots 
ing, a Poem;” * Lipfcombe’s 
Poems;” * Acrophorion ,””’ & Fon- 
tenoy, a Poem ;” “ Chatfworth ;”* 
‘* Fafhion, an Ode, with other 
Poems ;” and ** The Cave of Nep- 
tunc.” 

When we confider that poetry is 
underitood not to be the prevailing 
taile of the age, that it fearcely 
mects with any degree of patronage 
from the great, and that works are 
comparatively neglected which in 
the beginning of the century 


would have made the fortunes of - 


the writers, we are furprifed at 
ihe number of poetical pieces that 
are printed every year, We ap- 
prehend that, in many cafes the 
fale does not defray the charges of 
publication. Some perfons may be 
capable of fuftaining the expence ; 
others may be inftigated by the ap- 
plaufe of injudicious friends ; and 
others may be carried to the prefs 
merely by the impulfe of their own 
vanity. This latt circumttance is 
probably very extenlive in its opes 
ration; for we believe that no 
people are fo fond of appearing in 
print as the writers even of the 
moit indifferent verfes. ‘They think 
themfelves entitled to praife, and 
therefore rufh upon the public, 
often to their own mortification 3 
unlefs vanity again intervenes, to 
confole them for the negle¢t of an 
undifcerning world, 

With 
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With refpect to the Dramatic 
productions of the year, written 
tor the Stage, we fhall purfue our 
accuflomed method of reciting onlv 
the titles of the pieces, and the 
names of the authors, when their 
names are known. In ‘Tragedy 
was exhibited Mr. Cumberland’s 
«: Carmelite.”” The Comedies of 
1784 were, ** Reparation,” by 
Mr. Andrews; ‘* Deception,”’ by 
Mr. Vaughan; and * ‘ihe Follies 
of the Day,” by Mr. Holcroft. Va- 
rious Dramatic performances have 
been maps under the titles_ 
of Mutical Comedies, Comic Ope- 
ras, and ufical Farces; ‘Che 
Mufical Comedies were, * ! wo 
to One,” by young Mr. Colman, 
and ‘* The Noble Peafant,’”’ by 
Mr. Holcroft. | he Comic Operas 
were, ** The Double Difguife ;” 
«* Robin Hood,” by Mr. Macnally ; 
and *¢ Fontainbleau, or the Way to 
France,” by Mr. O Keele. ‘| wo 
Mufical Farces, *¢ Peeping Tom,” 
and ‘¢ The Spanifh Rivals,” were, 
likewife produced by the fame pro- 
lific author, The Farces, without 
Mutic, were, ‘¢ The ‘Tobacconitt,” 
‘¢ Hunt the Slipper,” and *¢ Aero!- 
tation ;” the latt by Mr. Pillon. 
A Petit Piece, of two Aéts, was 
alfo pertormed, called ** A Mogul 
Tale.” 

But though, with refpect to the 
productions in general brought on 
the ftage, and which occupy fo 
much the remarks both ot news- 
paper and periodical critics, we 
content ourfelves with a bare enu- 
meration of them; this mutt not be 
the cafe with regard to Mr. Hay- 
ley’s *¢ Plays of three Acts, written 
for a private Theatre.”? ‘This work 
is of too much confequence to be 
pafled over without particular 
notice. The diverfity of Mr. 
Hayley’s genius, which has been 
fo finely difplayed in his other 
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poems, has now appeared in a forty 
of compotition totally new in this 
country. his chara-rer, however, 
does not extend to his : ragedies, 
which are two in number, “ Mer- 
cella,” and * Lord Ruffel.” The 
ftory of Marcella was recommended 
to Dr. Young by the author of 
Clariffa, ‘I he poet adopted it, and 
wrote 2 fingle act; but this fhared 
the fate of his other unfinithed 
manufcripts, and, according to the 
direction of his will, was committed 
to the flames. Mr. Hayley was at 
length induced to take up the tory, 
which is a very dreadful one. In 
general, we greatly admire the 
‘¢ Marcella :” but there is one 
point in which we mutt object toir, 
and that is, in regard to the cha- 
racter of Hernandez. It is a 
character not fuited to the dignity 
of Tragedy ; it excites horrour 
rather than terrour, and is indeed 
loathfome. We are furprifed that 
Mr. Hayley’s fine tatte and found 
judgment did not fuggeit to him 
that the catattrophe might have been 
effected by a perfon equally wicked, 
but more elevated, some offended 
nobleman, of block and daring paili- 
ons, might, with lets difgutt to the 
reader, have wrought the evil which 
gives the terrour to the Tragedy. 
The ttory of Ruffel will always be 
pleating and affecting to a true Eng- 
liihman, and our author has con- 
ducted it with eminent propriety 
and beauty. In the characters and 
incidents he hath adhered much to 
the real hiftory, while, at the fame 
time, they have received fuch height- 
ening as was neceffary to dramatic 
compolition. The fentiments, mo- 
ral and political, wiil command the 
applaufe of every well conttituted 
mind, and the language is admira- 
bly adapted to the Tragic Mule. 
In this refpect Mr. Hayley has 
held out a model which is highly 

worthy 
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worthy of imitation. We mutt 
not forget to mention, that the 
“© Lord. Ruffel’”? was volunrarily 
taken up by Mr. Colman, and 
reprefented at the Huay-market 
Theatre. It is in his Comedies 
that our ingenious poet hath affum- 
ed a torm wholly new. They are 
in rhyme; of that {pecies of verte 
which has been uted by the author 
of the Bats Guide. For this he 
hath apologized, in a very able 
manner, in his preface; and hath 
even gone fo far as to fuggett, that 
a Comedy in rhyme may be fill 
more entertaining than a Comedy, 
of equal merit in other points, 


which contines itfelf to profe. 
Without being converts to his 
opinion, we hig hly admire the 


manner in w hich he has executed 
his defign. His rhymes, to exprefs 
ourfelves in the language of a ju- 
dicious critic, are, **fo familiar, fo 
caly, fo flowing, that profe itfelt 
can fcarcely appear more natural, 
more convenient for the purpotes 
of dialogue, or the bufinefs of the 
Drama.”’ But it is not to this 
matter only that our praifes are to 
be confined. The characters are 
well fupported, and the Comedies 
are replete with wit and humour. 
They are three in number; ‘I he 
Happy I’ refcription,”” “The Two 
Connoiffeurs,”? and ** The Mauto- 
leum.”? Each of thefe we have 
read with peculiar fatisfaction, and 
think that they are all of them 
extremely entertaining: but it 
feems to be the general voice to 
give the preference to the ‘ ‘Two 
Connoiffeurs.’ ” It is applauded for 
the ** Compactnefs of the table, the 
natural humour of the characters, 
the jufinefs and delicacy of the 
fentiments, and the elegant vivacity 
of the ityle.’ > While we entirely 
concur in this encomium, we muit 
be permitted to fay, that we uid 
1°84. 
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not pe rufe the “* Happy Preferi ps 


ied | 
tion” with an interior de gree of 
pleature. ‘The piay of the * Two 
Connoifleurs”’ has, fince its publie 


cation, been acted on Mr. Colman’s 
itage, and received with applaufe. 
Dr. Downman’s ‘Tragedy, ene 
titled “ Kditha,” mutt net be 
patled over unnoticed. | hough not 
reprefented in Lendon, it is faid 


to have been acted in Exeter, near 


which the fcene of the ilory iS 
laid. The piece is not without its 
faults; but there is fuch a vigour 


In It, that, with proper alterations, 
it might weil deferve to be intro- 
duced in a larger theatre. 

*¢ The Patriot, a Tragedy, altered 
from the Italian of Metaiiatio,”’ is 
not, we apprehend, fo tar altered 
as to raife it much above a mere 
tranflation, Not having been tran- 
flated by Mr. Hoole, it may, on 
that account, be the more accept- 
able to fuch readers as cannot have 
accefs to the original. ‘Lhe tlory 


is that of Themitiocles, at rhe 
court of Pertia. 
Our article of Domeftic Litera- 


ture hath extended fo tar, that we 
muit be as bricf as pothble in 
mentioning fuch mifcellancous pub- 
lications as cannot w holly be omit. 
ted. For this purpote, it may not 


be amifs te throw them into groups, 


by which means a im ber r ot ther 
will more ealhiv a diicerned in a 
fingle view. The fir gro up Wwe 


fhall introduce will be relative to 


the late difputes of the Royal 
Society. A meafure taken bythe 
prefident and council, which pro- 
duced Dr. Hutton’s retiynation of 
the cifice he fultained as foreign 
fecretary, and which was intended 


to produce that effect, pave fo much 
offence to the Doctor’s triends, as 


to ocealion a variety of mot jons 
and debates, at the wickly meetings 
AY of 


——— oor 
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of the members in Someriet Place. 
The contetts, at length, arrived to 
fuch a height, as to become the 
ob'eét of difeuffion in various pam- 
phiets. ‘The firit that appeared was 
entitled, ** An Authentic Narrative 
ot the Diflenfions and Debates in 
the Royal Socicty ; containing the 
fpeeches at large of Dr. Horiley, 
ler. Matkelyne, Mr. Maferes, Mr. 
Poor, Mr. Glenic, Mr. Watton, 
and Mr. Maty.” This Narrative, 
which was well written, was en- 
tirely on the fide of Dr. Hutton ; 
and the fpeeches were thole only 
that had been delivered in defence 
of the Doctor, and in condemnation 
of Sir Joteph Banks’s conduct. 


There was great fpirit in feveral of 


the fpeeches ; and that of Dr. Hori- 
lev, in particular, was very energetic 
and cloquent. It was, indeed, more 
dittingutthed by its energy and elo- 
guesce than by its moderation and 
candour. ‘Phe vext publication was 
‘© An Appeal to the Fellows of the 
Royal Society, concerning the Mea- 
fures taken by Sir Joieph Banks, 
their prelident, to compel Dr. Hut- 
tonto refien the Gilice of Seerctary 
to the Society for their Foreign 
Correfpondcnce.”” This tract, which 
was profefledly the work of a friend 
of Dr. Hutton, and was entirely in 
his favour, was, neverthclets, drawn 
up with calmnefs and temper. ‘The 
ethird pamphlet was uncommonly 
violent. ‘he utle of it was, ** An 
Hittory of the Intlances of Exclu- 
{ion from the Royal Society, which 
were not futiered to be urged in the 
Courfe of the late Debates ; with 
Strictures on the Formation of the 
Council, and other Inttances of Def- 
potifm of Sir Jofeph Banks, the 
prefent Prefident, and of his Inca- 
pacity for his high Otfice.”’ In this 
production every charge was urged 
araint Sir -Jofeph, which extreme 
diilike, and an earne!t detire 


juftly or not, is of litle con! 





DOMESTIC LITERATURES, 


to criminate him as much as pot 
fib'e, in conjunction with confi- 
derable abilities, could produce, 
Hitherto the publications beine 
entirely on one lide of the quetlion, 
the enemies of the pretident tri- 
unphed greatly, and it was boatted 
that no detence of him could be 
given, But, atter lome time, came 
out ** Canons of Criticifm, extracted 
from the Beauties of Maty’s Re- 
view.” In this piece, which was 
written with learning and with wit, 
the errors of Mr. Maty’s Reviews 
were feverely expofed, and Dr. 
Hortley’s conduct was difplayed 
with equal feverity. The author 
was underiteod to be a dignitary of 
the Church of England. Lait of 
all appeared, ** Obfervations on the 
late Contetts in the Royal Society,” 
by Dr. Kippis. ‘his was the only 
tract upon the fubject to which the 
writer prefixed his name. Dr. 
Kippis profeffed to vive a fair and 
candid view of the diffenfions that 
had arifen in the Society : and it is 
certain that his hitlory of them is 
drawn up with perfpicuity and mo- 
deration. While be acknowledges 
that Sir Jofeph Banks had been to 
blame in fome refpects, he con- 
demns the behaviour of his oppo- 
nents, vindicates him with regard 
to moft of the accufations that had 
been brought againft him, and 
ftrongly aflerts his capacity for the 
tiation he holds, and the intevrity 
and zeal with which he had dif- 
chirged the duties of that ftaticn. 
In one inftance, Dr. Kippis was 
thought by feveral perfon: to depart 
from his ufu:l candour; and that 
was in the larter end of his pam- 
phiet, where he expoles Dr. Horf- 
ley’s hauchtinefs as a divine. Others 
approved ot that part; whether 
equcnce 
to derermine. It may be proper to 


‘ ’ » } s 
acGudaint our readers, that the cece 
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putes in the Royal Society have 
tubtided, with a very rencral “ice 
quicicence In, and, indeed, appro- 
bation of the prefident’s conduct. 
The next group we thall in- 
troduce, is that of thofe publications 
which, in fome (hape or other, may 
be coniidered as relating to educa- 
tion and the torming of the minds 
of young perfons. ‘ihefe _are, 
‘+ Letters to cionoria and Marianne, 
on various Subjects ;”? ** Dramatic 
Pieces ;”? * jales ot the Cattle ;” 
¢¢ Lett rs from a Mother to her Chil- 
dren ;”” ** "The Children’s Fricad ;” 
«* Letters from a Peerets of Fngland 
to her eldett Son ;” ** School Dia- 
logues, ct mp ;” Dr. Andrews’s 
‘6 Letters : young Gentleman on 
his “se out for France ;”? and 
«¢Female fuition, or an Addrefs 
to Mothers on the Education pt 
Daughters.” When we fay that 
the ‘lales of the Caitle are a trani- 
lation from Madame de Genlis, our 
readers will be able, from that 
lady’s already eftabliflied character, 
to form fome judgment of thei 
merit. From Dr. Andrews’s known 
acqus antance with France, it will 
reafonably be fuppofed that he is 
well qu: alitied for pointing r out the 
proper objects of attention to thole 
who mean to profecute their fudies 
in that country. ‘Ihe books pub- 
lifhed by the Marthalls in St Alder- 
mary Church Yard, and written for 
the moti part, we apprehend, by 
one ot the partners, carry on, ina 
vers pleafinz we ufeful manner, 
he initructions of children, of dit- 
ferent ages. ¢¢ Female Tuition” is 
entitled to no finall degree of praife. 
The author’s detign is to convince 


mothers of the great importance © f 


making their d: aughters good wo- 
men, In pi rofecutin’s this purpofe, 
he treats on maternal auth rity, 
domeftic attention, diligence and 
activity, @conomy, fimplic'ty, fe 
male purfuits, honour, knowledge, 
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virtue, and religion, with exee!- 
lent fenfe, accompanied with ». 
{prightly manner of compolition, 
The third group, which isa very 
latge one, confilts of the Novels 
and Romances of the year. While 
fome do not deferve to be mentioned 
at all, the reit are fufficiently nu- 
merous. ‘They have -eppeared un- 


der the following titles: “The 
Denoucinent, or the Hitlory of 
Lady Louila Wingrove ‘“ The 


Hiftory of Chrifiina, Princefs of 
Suabta, and of Eloits de Livarot ;” 
*¢ Dangerous Connestions ;” * Bar- 
ham Downs ; ** The Independent ;" 

‘* Orivinal Love Letters, between 
a Lady of Quality and a Perfon of 
inferior Statio: on.” ¢ Tr lis an Letters, 

or the Hiftory of the Count de St. 
foTan;”" Mr. Porter’s ** Virtuous 
Vill: gers 3"? * The Mag dalen, or 
che Hittorv of the Frit Pe nitent ree 


ceived into that charitable Afy- 
lun ” Siberian Anecdotes ;” 
bP 


“Imogen, a Patloral Romance ; 
and * the Hifory of Lord Beltord 


and Mils Sophia Voodley.” Ie 
, 


will not be expected that any per 
fon, whofe time 1s pr neipally 
devoted to the more ferious and 
inportant parts of literature, can 
have read all thefe  producti- 
Ons. Four of them we have 
perufed with much pleafure; Bare 


ham No wns, The Independent, the 


Orivinal Love Letters, and the 
Italian Letters. Each ct thefe has 
its diftin¢t and peculiar merit, as 


will readilv be felt and acknowe 


ledged by every reader of fenfibility 
and tattee For Barham Downs 
we are endebted to the pen of the 


author of Mount Henneth, to 
whofe mode of writing a due tribute 
of priife was rendered in a former 
Annual Regier. 

We fliall conclude our article of 
Dometic Literature with a fhort noe 
tice of three or four publications, 
whichare cutitled toa feparate attcn- 
tion. o2 Mr. 
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Mr. Ramfay’s ** Effay on the 
pomen and Converfion of Afri- 
can Slaves, inthe Britifh Sugar Colo- 
nies” is a work of the higheft impor- 
tance to the interefts of humanity. 
The reverend and benevolent author 
hath pleaded the caufe of the Ne- 
groes with great energy, and has 
defcribed their fufferings in a very 
pathetic manner. He is entitled to 
the warm thanks of every rational 
and feeling mind, for his zealous 
endeavours to meliorate the condi- 
tion of flavery. It is a pleafure to 
us that his book, in which he has 
difplayed much knowledge upon the 
fubject, has excited a general no- 
tice; and we trutt that, in con- 
junction with other efforts, it will 
tend to produce an important re- 
volution in the flate of mankind. 

Mr. Day’s * Fragment of an ori- 
ginal Letter on the Slavery of 
Negroes,” is another plea for this 
injured and diftrefled part of the 
human ipecies." It was written in 
1776, at the requeit of a gentleman 
of America, who defired to know 
his fentiments on the fubject. 
Our author has reprefented, with 
admirable addrets and energy, the 
inconfittency of an American pa- 
triot’s being zealous for the rights 
and liberties of his country, while 
he holds the poor Africans in bon- 
dage, The iniquity and cruelty, 
and, wé might add, the ill policy 
of flavery, wil, we hope, conti- 
nue to be utged by the friends ot 
reafon, juflice, and compathon, til 
at leneth it ihall be banifhed trom 
the tacc ot the carth. 

Mr. Howard, whofe naine is 
above all praife, perfeveres, with 
unremitted ardour, in his zeal tor 
the puritication of prifons, and the 
relict and comtort of prifoners. He 
has publithed an ** Appendix to the 
State of the Prifons in i-ngland and 
Wales, &c. containing a farther 
Account of foreign Prifons and 


Hofpitals, with additional Remarks 
on the Prifons of this Country,” 
This Appendix, confifting of nearly 
three hundred pages: in quarto, is 
dittributed gratis to the purchafers 
of the former editions of the work ; 
and the whole of the new edition, 
being the thivd, and including the 
Appendix, though a book worth 
five and twenty fhillings, is fold for 
thirteen fhillings in boards. Hence 
our readers will-perceive that Mr. 
Howard’s generofity keeps pace 
with his humanity. 

Dr. Hey, who latt year expofed 
the pernicious effects of gaming, has 
this year done the fame with regard 
toduelling. His work isa Diflerta- 
tion which obtained a prize in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, and is 
publifhed by appointment. ‘The 
affair of dueHing is contidered, by 
the ingenious author, in every 
point of view, and fhewn to be in 
all refpeéts highly abfurd and cri- 
minal, It would be happy if his 
arguments were attended to by the 
perfons for whofe benefit they aye 
more immediately defigned ; but 
thefe men will be the laft to read and 
to profit by what is here advanced. 
Surely fome principles and regula- 
tions might be adopted, which 
would contribute to put an end to 
a practice that is replete with the 
moit deitructive confequences, 


It is proper to mention, at this 
conelufion of our article of Domettic 
Literature, that three productions 
of the year, in critical and claflical 
learning, have been omitted by us, 
in confequence of our not having 
had an opportunity of paying them 
a due attention. Thefe are Mr. Wef- 
flon’s ‘*Hermefianax,” Mr. Routh’s 
edition, from the Clarendon Prefs, 
of the * Euthydemus and Gorgias of 
Plato ;” and Mr Duntter’s Tranfla- 
tion of Ariftophanes’s Comedy of 
‘¢ The Frogs.” 
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Of the Year 1784. 





ie giving the fhort and imperfect 
ikeich of Foreign Literature.to 
which we are neceffatily confined 
by the multifarious nature of our 
work, we are prefented with an 
opportunity of firft introducing to 
Gur readers a writer of uncommen 
dignity in point of external rank, 
This ia no lefs a perfonage than 
Catherine the Second, Emprefs of 
zll the Ruifias; who has condet- 
cended to add her illutirious name 
to the fmall catalogue of roval au- 
thors. Her object is the inttruction 
of her two grandfons, and her per- 
formance is intitled, “* The Library 
of the Grand Dukes dkhxander and 
Confiantine.” It has been publithed 
et Beilin, in two octavo volumes, 
Among the picces contained in 
them, are, ** Fundamental Princi- 

les of the Inftruction of a Cit- 
zen;” ** Materials tor a Ruthan 
Hittory ;* ‘Select Collection of 
Ruffian Proverbs ;” and ** The 
Story of the Czarewitz Fewei,’’ a 
Romance, detigned to give an idea 
of the education and character of a 
good prince, Though we are not 
competent.to determine concerning 
the precife merit of the work in 
xefpect of compolition, it may dalely 
be pronounced, that the enceavours 
of her Imperial Majetiy to form the 
minds and manners of her grand- 
fons are worthy of praife.—Mont. 
Pallas, who, by his preceding pub- 
lications, has thrown fo much light 
on the general fiate, and on the 





natural hiflory, of the remotett 
parts of the Ruilian Empire, and the 
north eaft parts of Afia, hus profe- 
cuted his detign in another volume, 
printed at Peterfburgh, the title of 
which is, ** New Meinoirs, relative 
to the Northern Regions.”” This 
is the fourth volume of the under- 
taking; and among the moft value 
able parts of the volume, mav be 
seckoned, the defeription of the 
Kuril Iilands, accompanied with a 
hiflory of their difcovers, and an 
account of their inhabitants; the 
obtervations of M. Hablitz on the 
Perfian province of Gi/an, in the 
year 17733; andthe curious journal 
of a captain of the Coflacks, whe, 
in 1779, paffed from the point of 
Vichukt/h to the Milands of the 
Straits, with the inhabirants of 
which he converfed amicably, and 
dif.overed from thence the coats 
of two parts of the globe.—At 
Riga has appeared, in three vo- 
lumes, octavo, **Col'ections relative 
to the Hillory of Peter the Firit, 
Emperor of Ruflia.” Whatever re- 
lates to a charatter fo illuftrious, 
and a reign fo extraordinary, can- 
not fail of exciting a certain deyree 
of-atention.—In our fait Annual 
Regifler we mentioned Mr. Le 
Clere’s ** Natural, Moral, Civil, 
and Political Hittory of ancient and 
madern Ruffia.” He has lately 
publithed, at Paris, a third volume 
of this large undertaking. The 

S 3 volume 
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volume now printed, is the fecond 
volume appropriated to the ancient 
part of the Kufian Hitlory, aad 
concludes that part. It exhibits a 
live'y picture o. the inward com- 
motions in Ruffia, till the Lartarian 
hordes rufhed upon the divided 
people, and reduced them io a itate 
of fersitude. ‘Lhe ipvation of the 
Tartars, and the conquetis of 
Gengis Kan, ae among the impor- 
tant narrations of the prefent vo- 
Jume. Mr, Le Clerc’s account of the 
Tartors is curious ; and the Hiftory 
of Iwan the Third, who afcended 
the throne in 1462, introduces 
to our knowledge a prince who was 
diftinguifhed by his wifdom, pru- 
dence, mildneis, and magnani- 
mity. A difpute has arifen between 
our author and another late hitto- 
rian of the Ruffian Empire M. L’ 


Evefque. The latter was the ag- 
, ¥ 5 
greffur, in fome critical iemarss 


on Mr. Le Clere?s work, to which a 
reply hath been made with great 
free'om. On each fide hath been 
excrted a fufficicent degreee of af- 
perity. Though we have no doubt 
of the general merit of Mr. Le 
( lerc’s performance, we cannot help 
mention ng, that a very learned 
and judicious gentleman of our ac- 
quaintanee, who has examined the 
productions of both-the rival hif- 
toriuns, gives a decided preference 
to that of M. L’Ave/zue.—There 
was expected to be publithed in 
Kuflia, in 1784, a completion of the 
Hittory of the Manjore and Mon- 
gol Tartars, tranflated tro 1: the Man- 
yore language. This work, which has 
been tranflating and printing for 
many years pall, comprizes iixt: en 
octavo volumes. A Ruffian tranf- 
lation of all Plato’s works, in three 
volumes, quarto, was likewife ex pec- 
ted. ‘The execution of fuch a defign 
mutt be regarded as a contidcrable 


proof that there is in Ryflia a rifing 
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fpirit of attention to ancient and 
Claile literature. 


It gives us pleafure to find, that, 
notwithtianding the lefles futtained 
by sweden In the extin¢icn Ol tne 
Linnxan family and the death of 
protetior Kergman, tle honour of 
feience and learning is fill maine 
tained in that kingdum, Dr, Thun- 
berg and Dr. Sparrman, both of 
them eminent difciples of Linnzus, 
and who reiided long and far abroad, 
have, on their return to their nas 
tive country, enricned, the world 
with the knowled.e they have 
gained, Dr. Thunbere’s refidence 
of fixteen moaths in japan has 
enabled him to prefent to the pub- 
lic a ‘* Flora fapovica.” ‘This 
fubject is in a great meafure new; 
littie having been known before, 
excepting the inaccurate things to 
be found in Kempfer’s Amanitates, 
and a tew other feattered publicas 
tions. Dr. Thunberg has given 
twenty-two new families of japonete 
plants, anithiee huadred and fixteen 
new yenera. fapan has many plants 
in common with Knrope, America, 
China, and the Eatt-[ndies. ‘Thoie 


which the author has obferved 
he has divributed according to 
the iexual iyfiem, with fuch 2 


change, however, and divertity of 
arrangement as fuits his own ideas. 
It is hoped thit he will favour the 
. i deer 
lovers of botany with the Floras ot 
Ceylon, Java, and other parts to 
which his enquiries and obferva- 
ions have extended.—The tame 
gentleman has written a fhort tract 
concerning the different kinds of 
coins which, either in ancient times 
or more lately, have been tiruck 
and are current in the kingdom ot 
Japan. This publication, which was 
orivinally drawn up in the Swedith 
language, and 1s accompanied with 
engravings, has beep tranflated into 

Germaa 
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Geriman, Dr. iii nan has obliged 
the public with the truits ot his 
long relidence at the Cape ot Good 
Hope. The wor n isentitied, ** The 
Voyage of Dr. Andrew | parrman, 
Proteior of Phy fc at Stockholm, 
Fellow otf the Royal Academy of 
Sweden, ana Keeper ot the Cabinet 
of Natural Hiitory to the fame, to 
the Cape ot Good tiope, the South 
Pole, and round the World; but 
principally into the count: ‘y of the 
Cattres and Hottentots, from the 
year 1772001776." ‘This voyave 
has been tranilated from the Sw. dith 
into German by Chrittian Heary 
Grofcurd, rector of theGymua.cum 
at Seralf, ua, and has been pub- 
lifhed, with a preface, by George 

Forfler, protefior at Caffel, and 
fince removed to Vilna in Poland, 
A map and a number of copper- 
plates “furnith an acditional recom- 
mendation of the book. As to the. 
work itfelt, itis valuable on ons 
accounts, and is much fupei to 
every thing which hath aida 
appeared on the iame fubjects. Dr. 
Sparrman went farther than an) 
man had ever been betore him; 
and he h. ippened to be at the Cape 
at a time when the Doteh thougit 
ir no longer neceifar; 
myitery of their operations. B.- 
fides this, he had acce!s to tne 
Information; and haing been a 
fcholar of Linneus, he wa. weil 
qualified to defcribe the vegeta 
und animal productions ot 

country. With thefe adi AU ALO d, 
his account both ot the civil poliey 
and natural hitlory oi that part or 
the world may be acpen ted upou 
as genuin e. itisaproot of his good 
fenfe, and of the truth of his r - 
prefentations, that he rejects the 
itrange things which occur in fone 
former travelic: ‘s, wth reg ard io 
the cuftoms and appearance of the 
Lfottentots,— 1 he twe firtt volumes 
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ot an Hittorical Libr ary of Sweden, 
afcer the manner of Le Long’s Bib- 
liotheque hiitori iue de la france, 
have veen publiih od in the Swedith 
language. ‘They were written by Ba- 
ron Warmholmtz, and cott him a 
preparaiion ot tweaty years. Mr. 
Gorwel’, the editor, and who is 
the kine’s librarian at stockholm, 
propo.es to tranuate the whole 
work into French, and to make 
aidiaons to it, paricularly with 
regard to medathe bitlory, ‘The 
completion of fach a defien will 
be a detirable addition to the itock 
ot hiflorical knowledse.—— A col- 
lection of tracts,in Latin, under the 
title of * Acta Medicorum Sueei- 
corum,” relatiag to phyfie and 
natural hittory, by the younger 
Linnweus, Proteflor Ado phus Mure 
ray, Lhunberg, and others, bas 
lately appeared. ‘The collecuon 13 
partly new, and partly contits of 

ces Which have tormerly becn 
seianah The prefent volume. which 
is aderacd with mineteen copper. 
plates, 1s only the beginning of a 
aeotern intended to be carried On im 


s 0 . 
‘ ‘ ,” , . ** * 2 
acid thd Piidaleaiiols . 


, anil Mi: Rasta * 
Teniwnark wold effer litle to 


our notice, torthe year 1-84, iit 
were not tor the labours of M. 
ler, Phis gentleman, whom 


e have formerly mentioned asm - 
ine to ereat emimence in Onental 
and ertucal litcrature, has lately 
heen appointed pr  ttor t Cop le 
nag “A, ana it lo an appomenent 

vhicl h promi (es to we hi 4 favour 
able to the intereits of arnin} gin 
Denmark. One ot » fri Hecta 
of his new fitu xe was his pre- 
paring af thort g rammarof ecoyriac 
tongue, torthe ute of his pupils ; 
and it will be their own — if they 
do not derive much be nt trom fo 
able an 7 i'Te he | fame gen- 


fleman has pub. ithed ** An Expli- 
04 cation, 
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cation, from the genius of the 
Syriac Language, of fome phrafes 
in St. Matthew and St. Mark, to 
which are added obfervations on 
the hittory of each of their Gofpels. 
From the Syriac forms of expret- 
fion ufed by St. Matthew, Mr. 
Adler thinks it evident that his 
Gofpel was originally written in 
that tongue. It 1s, alfo, our pro- 
feffor’s epinion, that St. Mark firit 
epitomized this Gotpel into Greek, 
leaving out the things which the 
heathen converts, for whom he 
wrote, could not underftand. It is 
maintained by the profefior, that it 
was not till atter this that the whole 
of St. Matthew was tranflated, tor 
the ufe of the Helleniftic Jews. 
Our learned Lardner held different 
fentiments upon thefe points, and 
has advanced reafons for them, 
which many judicious men may 
confider as of no little importance. 
—‘¢ A Chemical Effay on the Princi- 
ples of the Formation of the Nitrous 
Acid” has been publifhed at Co- 
penhagen. I[t was the refult of a 
premium offered by the Royal So- 
ciety of Sciences in that city, and 
had the honour of obtaining the 
prize. The author is Dr. Thou- 
venel, correfponding member of 
the Royal College of Phyficians at 
Nancy. 


The United Provinces will be 
found more fruitful ‘in Literary 
Publications than Rufia, Sweden, 


or Denmark, though the abundance > 


of them doth not eppear to equal 
that ot fome former yea's. In Theo- 
logy we know not whether “¢ The 
‘felect Acts of the Belgic Saints,” 

rinted in Latin, and written by 
loteph Gefquierus, deferve to be 
mentioned. ‘The work exrends from 
the commencement of the chriltian 
church to the year 582. How 
edifying the tranfactions of thefe 
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good faints may be, it is notin our 
power to determine; but it may 
reafonably be fuppofed that the 
perutal of them will chietly be con- 
fined to the Dutch divines.—A 
se Specimen Arabicum,” containing 
a defcription of, ‘and extracts trom 
a book of Feifafchius on gems and 
precious ftones, unites Oriental 
learning with natural hittory. 
Feifafchius was an Arabian jewel- 
ler of the thirteenth century, 
whofe work is mentioned in Golius’s 
Lexicon. ‘The prefent editor, Se- 
baftus Fulco Rau, has been affitted 
in the execution of his defign, by 
the ufe of four new manutcripts. 
Feifatchius’s book is divided into 
twenty-five chapters, comprehend- 
inz accounts of twenty-four flones, 
which are either precious, or fo 
called by the Arabs, from their 
fhining quality.—In Grecian lite- 
rature and critici{m, two writers 
occur, who are worthy of being 
particularly dittinguifhed, Valkenar 
and Waffenberg. Mr. Valkenar 
has publifhed four differtations of 
Hemtterhufius on curious and im- 
portant fubjects, together with three 
differtations of his own. But what 
conflitutes the principal vatue of the 
work is the addition of a Schediafma, 
exhibiting a fpecimen of critical 
n tes on fundry places in the books 
of the New Teftament. The author 
occafionally illuftrates and amends 
fome paffages in profane writers. 
It is, however, to the New Tela- 
ment that his remarks are chiefly 
confined. ‘Two Orations of Chry- 
foftom, and an ancient Latin verfion 
of them by Anjanus, are prefixed 
to the prefent publication. It 1s 
the opinion of Mr. Valkenar that 
Mr. Toup is not fo happy in his 
conjectures on the New ‘Teftament, 
as he is in his explanaticn of frag- 
ments of the comedies, and Greek 
epigrams, — Mr. Waffenberg has 
a e. given 
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given an edition of the firt and 
fecond Pooks of Homer’s Hiad, 
with a Greek Paraphrafe hithe:to 
unpublithed, and «ancient Scholia 
in the fame language, many of 
which are now for the firit time 
brought to litht. Our author, 
who is a fcholar of Rhunken and 
Valkenar, has been encouraged to 
the undertaking by theie learned 
gentlemen. ‘ihe paraphrafe is 
from a manufcript, probably of the 
eighth century, which consains 
the whole Uiad in the fame way. 
Rhunken thinks it elegant; Valke- 
nar, that itis very ufeful; and Waf- 
fenberg that it 1s tar preferable to 
any Latin trantlation. ‘this edi- 
tor, in his Notes on the Life offers 
a conjecture (not indeed entirely 
new), that the flory of flomer’s 
blindnefs towk its rife from his 
name, which in folic fignifies 
blind. Some ingenious reafons are 
produced, to fhew that tomer 
Wrote a poem ¢ alled the Margites, 
but that it was loft, and that the 
poem under this utle which now 
fubfiits was written by Pigres, the 
brother of Artemiufia. Sythe 
tranipofition of fome verfes, Mr. 
Watienbery has been canhiod tu 
give us an entire Elesy of Theog- 
nis, addrefied to Cyrnus. — Saxius’: 
Onomatiticon is the continuation of 
a great work with regard to liter ary 
hittory. Ir is the fourth part of it 
which is now publithed, and it ¢x- 
tends trom the year 1686 to the 
inflitution of the fochety Natura 
Speculator un in 16,2. ‘The tame 
accuracy in inveiur ting the axe 
of the writers, in eflimating the 
merit of their works, and in point. 
ing out the fources from w hich far- 
ther information concerning them 
may be derived, 1s foiind in the 
prefent that was admired | uw the to.- 
mer volumes. W hen | it is obtected 


that fevcral confidcrable natnes a ¢ 


omitted, an objection is made which 
perhaps might more or leis be urg- 
ed againtt every large biogra hicat 
undertaking. ‘Acknow! ledged de- 
fects may be fupplicd in an Ap- 
pe Ne iXe 

‘* A Philofophical and Critical 
Differtution has been publifhed, ae 
Amtierdam, concerning the Philo- 
fophy of Cicero, with Regard to 
the Divine Nature.” The author, 
M. Van Wefele Scholten, cclivert 
ed it at a public difputation, at 
which profeifor @aniel W ytienbach 
prefid. d. M. Scholten begins by 
collecting all the pieces of Cicero 
to his purpofe ; and thefe he en- 
deavours to explain both gramma- 
tically and with reference to the 
particular defien which Tully had 
In view in each treatife. In con- 
fequence of the writer’s jutt ar- 
rangement of his matter, and his 
accurate acquaintance with ancient 
philefophy, he has been enabled 
to throw great light upon the fub- 
ject.——In medicine two publications 
have appeared which it may be fuf- 
ficient barely to announce. ‘Thefe 
are the fecond volume of Calda- 
nius’s ** Inttitutiones Phyfiolopgice 
et Patholozica,’”? publithed, with 
a Preface and Index, by Dr. San- 
difort, profeflor of anatomy and 
ay eS at Leyden; and Bonn’s 
© Deforiptio Vhetauri Offum Mor- 
bofor im Hoviani;” to which 1s 
annexed, “ Diflertatio de Callo.”’ 
The nineteenth and twenticth vo- 


limes of the ** Memoirs of the 
Haarlem Philofophical Society,” 


have lately been printed. It is the 
Jefign of the direors of this in- 
¢.tution, whillt they endeavour to 
promote the interetis of ference in 
general, to pay a particular regard 
tw the ew of their own 
country. Hence, by their prize- 
q refien a hee otten disvect the 
‘aquatics of pt hilofophers into fucn 

chane 
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channels a3 are calculated to alle- 
viate the inconyvenience., and to 
improve the advantages, that are 
peculiar to the Low Countries. 
Among the iu'jeéts of a more ge- 
neral nature, may be ment: toned a 


Differtation ‘ On the Unity of 
P{ycholog ry,” ’ by Mr. fobn i rem- 
bicy. It is a prize ditlertation, 


written In an anti wr to a queihon 
propoted by the Society, aad is 
divided into “three paris. The In- 
fluen.e of Pfychology on Educa- 
tion is firtt confidered ; fecondly, 
iss Effect on the Welfare of Society, 
and thirdly, the bett Means of im- 
proving and extending this fcience. 
The author writes with vivacity 
and {pirit, and poffeffes an enlarg- 
ed and liberal turn of tentiment — 
A very ingenious and elaborate 
d tiertation has been publified by 
M. N.cerman, cut ited “ A Dii- 
courfe concerning the Achwan, 
Heivetic, and Belgic Confedera- 
cies,”’ which obtained the prize pro- 
poted in the Year «782, by the 
Royal Academy of Inferips' ons 
and Belles Lettres. The queition 
was flated by the academy in the 
f.jlowing terms ;—*¢ ‘To cotpare 
with each other the Coniederacy 
ot the Achwans, 2:0 Years betore 
the Chriftian sEra,—that of tie 
Swi's Canions, in the Year of 
Chritt 13c7—-and that of the U- 
nited Provinees in the Year 1579; 
and to point out the Cax/r, the 
Origin, the Nature, anl the OFje% 
or End of thefe political Affocia- 
tions.”’ In the difcuthon of this 
fubjet, M. de Meerman firit con- 
fiders, in three feparate articles, the 
Cacf's that led to the three cele- 
brated confederacies ; and, in a 
fourth arti.le, he form. the coin- 
prrifon, and fhews in what re!pects 
thefe caufes were fimilar er duh- 
milar. The fame method and the 
fume numover of articles are em- 
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ployed, fucceffi ively, 3 in develonj ping 
each of the other at s ¢ 
queition, viz. the Or, 2, 
ture, and the Odject of 
mous affociations. 


of the 
the Na- 
theie fa- 
It is hence evi- 


} > aw } +) F . 

cent, that the difcourfe is not of 
a uigretive “ and declamat ury Nae 
ture, bur ttrictly methodical ; 


fides wv hich, ¥e Is entitled tu hi 
pri ife for the atte tion, judg gment, 
and learning, with: which it js 
written. MM. de Ris 1s a 
young gentleman who has already 
atforded feveyal valuable proofs of 
his literary abilities, and who will 
probably rite to vreat reputation 
In the republic of letters. —The 
Belric conied vracy hath reecived 
farther ilhuitration in the next pub- 
lication which is to be me ntioned, 
we mean the Political Writings 
of M. Simon Van Slingelandt.” 
This gentleman, who died in the 
year 173', fucceilively filled the 
three great offices of feeretary to 
the council of hear y- treafurer-ge- 
neral of the Cniied Provinces, and 
grand penfionary of Holland, and 
was. citecmed one of the ereatett 
men who have adorned the annals 
of his country. The fubjects 
treated of in the two volumes now 
publithed will be deemed highly 
important by every intelligent 
Dutchman. The author enters 
very deeply into the hitlory, con- 
ftitution, and defects of the 
vernment of the United |’rovinecs, 
and confiders very particularly the 
caufes ot the decline of the re- 
public, together with ihe reme- 
divs which ought to be applica to 
the recovery of its affairs. ‘wo 
remaining volume, which are pro- 
mifed by the editor, will contain 
Differtations concerning the Coun- 
cil of State, Military [wriidic- 
tion, and the Three ‘Admiralties. 
‘Though M. Siingelandt’s work will 
be chiefly interefting to the isha- 
bitants 
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bitants of Holland, there are many 
thines in at which are well caicu- 
lated to engage the attention of po- 
litical men, and political readers, 
in other countries —jhe ** Tra- 
vels through Plinders, the Nether- 
lands, Hi iland, France, Savoy, 
Italy, Switzerland, in the Years 
19759 1776, 1777, end 177%, by 
a Lover ot the Arts,” are not de- 
ftitute of iniormation and entcr- 
tuument. What particularly re- 
commends the work is the plan it 
fays down tor making the tour of 
Europe. ihe errors with which 
this performance bounds in cer- 
tain re:pects, muit contiderably de- 
tract trom the re; utation it would 
otherwite bave gained.—iaron de 
"Tott’s ** Memoirs o« the ‘lurks 
and the ‘Vartars,” were publifhed 
at Amtterdam. <As thefe Memoirs 
have been generally read, and two 
trantlitions of them have appeared 
in our own language, it is the lefs 
neceilary to enlarge concerning 
their merit. ‘The baron potieticd 
every advantage for giving new 
information to the world. tie re- 
fided twent y-three years at Con- 
itantinople, where he was employ- 
ed to for titv the Dardanelles, and 
otherwife difcipline the Turks in 
the latt war: betides which, he 


attended Krim Crucray, Kirim of 


"Tartary, m an expedition acvainit 
the Ruifians. As he begaa by 
making himfelt acquainted with 
the languave of the country, and 
hath had opportu ‘nities Of feen ey 
th ags whieh could not fall to the 
jot of common travel! Crs, he has 
hence been enabled to throw pecu- 
liar ight on the manners and cut- 
toms of the Turks and Tartars, 
and the pretent condition of the 
Turkith government. ‘The ac- 
count which he gives of the de- 
plorable State of Morals, of Know- 
ledge in gencral, and of military 


5 


Science in particular, muft ftrike 
every reader.— \c Amiterdam, as 
well as at Avignon, has been pub- 
Juhed, * An filay conec ‘ning the 
Revolutions that have ha; ppened i iu 
French juriiprodence, deligned as 
an Introduction to the Study of 
the Law.”” The author is M. Ber- 
nardi, advocate in the parliame nt 
ot Provence, who is alre: uly kKnowa 
to the literary world by a treatift 
concerning the Criminal Juritpru- 
dence of the French Nation.— 
‘ne latt production we fhall mea- 
tion, belonging to the United Pro- 
vinces, is * An Hittorical and Po- 
litical Defeription of the original 
State ot the Colony of the Cape 
ot Good Hope, compared with the 
actual State or that C ‘olony.” This 
is faid to be an authentic and ime. 
portant publication, filled with 
original pape's. In this work the 
fecrets of the Dutch Katt-India 
company are laid open in a man- 
ner that wili not be p.cafing to the 
directors of that company. 


To the brief account, civen lat 
year, of the tourth volume of the 
*“ Memoirs of the Jinperial and 
Roval Academy of Sciences and 
Belies Lettres at Bruffels,”” we thall 
now add the number of commue 
nieutions, and the names of the 
contributors. papers include 
Ant quitics and polite Learning, 
In conjunction with Natural }’hi- 
lotop hy. the Memoirs are thirty 
in numer, andthe communicators 
are whevalier Nicuport, M. Van 
Jouchante, the (late) Abbé Need- 
ham, the Abb Mann, the mar- 
quis de Chattcler, M. Rondeau, 
Vi. Caels, M. Limbourge the young- 
er, the Abb: Chevahcr, M. de 
—e* the Abbe Ghefquiere, 
P. S. Fae} y len, M. des Roc hes, and 
the count de Fraula.—A philvio- 
phical work has appeared which js 

the 
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the firft of its kind in the Low- 
Countries. It relates to the foffils 
of thefe countries, and efpecially 
of the places round the city of 
Bruffels. This performance, which 
is adorned with thirty-two illumin- 
ated plates, is the refult of eigh- 
teen years labour. The author is 
Moni. Francois Xavier Burtin, 
member ot feveral academies.—A 
treatife has been publifhed at Bruf- 
fels, * Concerning Morals, Power, 
Courage, and Laws, confidered as 
relative to the Education of a 
Prince.” The writer, who is M. 
Hilliard d’Aubertail, has divided 
his work into three parts, the firft 
of which relates to the Method 
that fhould be purfued in educating 
a Prince, and the fecond and third 
to the Moral and Political Princi- 
ples in which he ought to be in- 
firucted. The book, if not of the 
moft eminent order, is replete with 
folid inftruction, and is the produce 
of a mind endued with a juft tatte 
and found judgment. This trea- 
tife has been publifhed, at Paris as 
well as at Bruffels. 


In Germany, agreeably to the 
fludies and purfuits of the learned 
sen who are feated in the different 
fovercignties of that extentive 
country, the greateit number of 

publications will be tound to relate 
. critical literature, refpecting ei- 
ther the Oriental languages, or the 
Greek and Roman toncues. Thefe, 
at leaft, being for the moft part 
written In Latin, and not in Ger- 
man, more eafily prefent themfelves 
to our notice. Michaelis continues 
to apply himfelf to the Kattern 
tearning with his ufual vigour and 
diligence, one frefh proof of which 
arifes from his having recently 
printed a Syriac grammar. ‘The 
fame eminent profeifor has!attempt- 
‘ed to fhew, in a Differtation lately 
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publithed, that fomething anfwer- 
ing to conductors, on the temple 
of. Jerufalem, is the reafon why 
we have no account of its having 
ever been firuck by lightning. 
We apprehend that this conjecture 
will appear to mott of our readers 
more ingenious and fanciful than 
folid. In another Differtation, M, 
Michaelis has endeavoured to prove 
that the fire which ftruck one of 
the Herods, on attempting to open 
the grave of David, was a natural 
fire. The fame gentleman hath en- 
tered, likewife, into fome difcuf- 
fions relative to the fupernatural 
fire which is faid to have i interrupts 
ed the workmen who were commil- 
fioned by the emperor Julian to re- 
build the city of Jerufalem.—P or 
feveral valuable Differtations, on 
various parts of Oriental literature, 
the public is indebted to profeffor 
Schnurrer of Tubingen, ‘The fub- 


jects of them are the Song of De- 


borah, certain Paffazes in Job, the 
Proverbs, the Pfalms in general, 
the tenth Pfalm in particular, the 
Difficulty of determining the Ages 
of the Hebrew Manufcripts of the 
Old ‘Teilament, and an Enquiry 
whether the Arabic Pentateuch, in 
Walton’s Polyglot, be the fame 
which belonged to Saadias the Jew. 
The quetiion is determined in the 
aflirmative. — A Treatife on the 
Spirit of the Hebrew Poetry, by 
Mr. Herder, is reprefented as likely 
to afford much pleafure to the lo- 
vers of facred learning. Betides 
what is advanced upon the Hebrew 
poetry in particular, the work con- 
tains a large {tock of curious infor- 
mation concerning the Hittory, the 
eccletiaftical and civil Conititutions, 
and the Cuttoms of the fewifh na- 
tion.—Dr. Seiler has produced a 
‘© New Trantlation of the Prophe- 
cies of Ifaiah, with Notes.”’ Perhaps 
he has been flimulated to this un- 

dertahing 
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dertaking by the admirable exam- 
ple of our own Lowth. Be that 
as it may, he has made a laudable 
ufe of that eminent prelate’s la- 
bours, as well as of the aids afford- 
ed by other modern critics, wl.o 
have thrown more light on the 
prophet Ifaiah than the volumin- 
ous commentaries which were tor- 
merly admired.—* A Greek Ver- 
fion of thy Proverbs, Ecclefiatles, 
the Song of Solomon, Ruth, the 
Lamentations, Danicl, and felect 
Places of the Pentateuch,” from a 
fingle manufcript preferved in the 
hbrary of St. Mark’s at Venice, 
has now for the firft time been pub- 
hifhed, and illuttrated with Notes, 
by M. Villoifon. The zeal of this 
learned gentleman in fearching out 
ancient manufcripts is very ardent 
and highly commendable. The 


verfion now printed is the oldett of 


the Greek vertions, of which we have 
either an account or fragments, 
An able judge has pronounced, that 
there are but few various readings 
in it which are of any great im- 
portance —Divines of every reli- 
gious perfuafion unite in promoting 
the caule of biblical learning, A 
Treatife on the Excellence of the 
Samaritan Pentateuch, in iiluftrat- 
ing and amending the Mafforetic 
Text, has been written by Father 
Alexius, a Carimelite friar belong- 
ing to the univerfity of the elector 
Palatine, and the book is faid to 
have performed more than it bath 


promited. The General Epittle of 


St. James, in the original Greck, 
divided after a new method into 
feétions, and accompanied with a 
Latin tranflation, and notes, has 
appeared from the hands of the 
Abbé Carpzow, who formerly pub- 
lithed St. John and St. Jude in the 
fame manner. A work of a fimi- 
Jar nature, with regard to the Epif- 
ties of St, Jaines and Sm Jude, has 


been executed by Dr. Scemiller, 
eccleliaftical counfellor to the elec- 
tor Palatine, and profeffor of divi- 
nity and Oriental languages at In- 
golditadt. The veneration in which 
the Vulgate has long been held by 
the bigotted votaries of the church 
of Rome is almoit every where ob- 
liged to give way to the {pirit of 
the times. —An edition of the New 
Tetiament, in Greek and Latin, 
with various Lections, critical Ani- 
madverlions, and inedited Scholia, 
has been carrying on for fome time, 
in detached parts, by Mr, Groettia. 
St. Paul’s Epiitles to the Hebrews 
and to the Coloflians, were pub- 
lifhed in 1784. The defign is not 
yet halt completed.—Iet is in con- 
nection with facred literature that 
we muil not omit to mention an 
improved ed.t'on of the famous Bo- 
chart’s Hicrozoicon, by M. Scho- 
der, ‘This impreffion of that ex- 
cellent work 1s enriched by the 
editor with the difcoveries of mo- 
dern naturalitts and traveller’, and 
by many valuable oblervations. 
With regard to critical learning 
as it refpects the profane writers of 
antiquity, various works have ap- 
peared, tome only of which it wilf 
be im our power to notice. M. 
Brunck, trom whom a Sophocles 
is expected, has publifhed an edi. 
tion of the Gnomic Greek poets, 
which ts intended to be more accu 
rate and clegant than any that has 
yet been given. Accordingly, the 
prefent work contains every thing 
that is in the fecond part of Win- 
terton’s edition of the Greck poets, 
excepting the fuppofed Fragments 
of Orpheus. Iniicad of thefe, M. 
Brunck has inferted the Hymn of 
Cleanthes, and the ** Days and La- 
bours’”’ of Hefiod. The Hymn of 
Cleanthes is accompanied with the 
Jtalian tranflatron of it, and with 
that which was made in French by 
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Bouganvi'licr, The editor has 
fpared no pains to render the pub- 
jication as complete as poffible ; 
and thofe who are acquainted with 
his character cannot be inientible 
how equal he is to every undertak- 
ing of this kind. It would carry 
us too far diftinetly to characterite 
ether editions of clallic authors 
which have appeared in Germanv ; 
and, thereiore, we mut entreat 
our readers to be fatisfied with a 
bare enumeration of them. The 
works we have in view are MI. ke- 
cemeiers Zozimus; Kerke’s Li- 
banius, and Chrytofom ;  Hen- 
fAnger’s Ciccro de Ufticus ; Schutz’s 
Atchylus; Stroth’s Livy, and 
the Select Epiiles of Cicero; Frd- 
man’s Metsmorphofes of Ovid; 
Woit’s Theogony of Hetiod ; and 
Munter’s Plutus of Arvitlophanes.— 
A Diilertation on the Chorus of the 
Greck tragedy, which has appear- 
ed at Gottingen, 1s ipoken of as 
having vreat merit. This, how- 
ever, is a fubject concerning which 
little information can be wanti: 
tin our own country, after wh 
has been written upon it by juch 
men as \Weft, Maton, Hurd, Pot- 
er, and Colman.—The invettiga- 
tion of Coins and Medals has by 
no means been neglected by the 
literan of Germany, A very 1m- 
portant work of this kind 1s the 
tecond part of Neumann’s * Po- 
pulorum et Regum Numi vete- 
res inediu.’? MM. Neumann has 
been encouraged by imperial pa- 
tronage to cultivate this rich ficld 
of ftudy, and to render it as fub- 
fervient as poflible to the general 
improvement of literature. How 
well our author is qualified for the 
undertaking 1s acknowledged by 
all who are competent judges on 
the iubject. M. Rafche’s *¢ Lexicon 
Univerfe Rei Numarie Veterum, 
et precipue Grecorum et Roma- 


is 
nh 
at 





norum,” with Antiquarian, Geos 
graphical, Chronological, Hitio- 
ical, and Critical Ubfervutions, 
belongs to the year 1785.—A pe- 
ried‘cal work, entitled, ** A Ma- 
gazine of Antiquities,” containing 
Kepretentations of the principal 
Gems, Suttos, Statues, Groups, 
and other Monuments that relate 
to the Arts and Sciences, is carry- 
ing on by M. Prange. The man- 
ner in which it has hitherto been ex- 
ceuted exciies approbation. —Mar- 
tini’s ** Antiquorum Monumento- 
rum Svylloge,” is a publication of 
much erudition. It exhibits ac- 
counts of a farcophagus at Agris 
gentum, reprefenting fome fcenes 
of the Eippolyrus of Luripides ; 
an ancient fun dial, according to 
the contiruction of Berofu. ; anda 
coin of Patra, with the name of a 
maeittrate hitherto unknown.—A 
harned, but fanciful production 
has been prefented to the Kepub- 
lic of Letters, by M. Victor Albert 
Pletling. The title of it 1s ** On- 
ris and Socrates.””? With regard to 
Keypt, the author affiduouly la- 
bours to prove, that all religions, 
and even all philofophical opinions, 
drew their origin from that coun- 
try, and have been tranimitted to 
our times, after having undergone, 
in their paflage, various modifica. 
tions. As to Socrates. he aimed, 
according to M. Plefling, at no- 
thing lefs than a momentous revo- 
lution both ia the religion and po- 
litics of the age in which he lived. 
— A work of far greater importance 
and merit is Meiner’s * Hittoria 
Doctrine de vero Deo,” in which 
the opinions of the ancient philo- 
fophers upon the fubject are exe 
plored with uncommon depth of 
erudition. This work, however, 
having appeared fome time ago, 
fearcely comes within our prefent 
plan, A more recent publication, 
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by the fame author, is a Hittory 
of the Rife, Progrefs, and Decline 
of certain Dostrines among the 
Greeks and Romans. Of this hif- 
tory itis fuid, that it is a mott ex- 
celient piece of criticifm, and that 
it will be thudied with rood advan- 
tage by all thofc, who defire to be 
acquainted with the fountains of 
the ancient philofophy. The firit 
volume is divided tnto three books ; 
on the State and Condition of the 
Greeks in the oldett ‘Times; on 
the Ionic Philofophy ; and on the 
Pythagorean Sect. The fecond vo- 
lume is devoted to the jophitts, So- 
erates and ?laio. 

Under the head of Afronomy, 
M. john Elert Bode has publithed 
a treatile concerning the planet 
Lately difeovercd by Mr. Herfchel, 
This trearife, the author of which 
is altronomer to the Royal Acade- 
my of Berlin, contains a very ac- 
curate and in:erciling account of 
Mr. Herfchel und his difcovery. 
It is the firft work which has ap- 
peared in Germany on this curious 
fubject. Viith regard to Natural 
Hillory, a Defeription has been 
printed, in German, of the infects 
comprehended in Schafter’s book, 
entituled, ‘* Icones Infectorum 
circa Ratifbonam Indigenorum.” 
At Tubingen have been publifhed, 
«© Obfervations, Efiys, and Ex- 
periments, on the moft ceconomi- 
cal Methods of preparing Salt- 
petre, with the Materials that are 
imoft common in cvery “lace.” A 
catalogue is prefixed of all the 
writings that have hitherto been 
produced on the fubject. Such a 
catalogue cannot fail of being ufe- 
ful. Ano:her volume of the « New 
Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and Relies Lettres of Ber- 
lin,” has appeared in 1784. The 
memoirs relute to the year 17*2, 


and include the Hittory of the Aca- 
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demy for that years Under the 
Latt articls are comprifed many pare 
ticulars refpecting Natural Hivory, 
Meteorology, and Atiro omy, res 
julting trom a corre {pondemce bee 
tween tome members of the Koyal 
Academy, and feveral learned men. 
The direct Memoirs relute to Ex- 
perimental Philo:ophy, Mathema- 
ties, Speculative Philofophy, and 
Belles Lettres. Among the contri. 
burors, M. Achard fuftains the 
moit confiderable part with revard 
to the number of bis communica- 
tions, as he did in the preevding 
volume.—\We refer our readers te 
Dr. Simmons’s excellent Medical 
Journal, tor an Caunieration of fuch 
books as have becn printed in Ger- 
many concer Ing Mecreine, Ana- 
tomy, Surgery, acd olner matters 
of a phyfic.l nature. 

Directing ourattention, therefore, 
to different ob céts, and efpecially vo 
hiforieai wilting, we may obterve 
that one or two publications, under 
the head cf Eceletatical dasory, 
are peculiarly deierving of novices 
The Acta Hilorico-tceleliatiica 
noliri ‘emporis,” contt chiefly of 
authentic pieces in German, and 
exhibit fome cunous information 
concern ng the clerical trantactions 
of the times. Itas obfervable, that 
the briefs of the archbithop ot Saltz- 
burg and Piltoria recommend tole- 
ration and fimplicity of .worfhip. 
Another production is of itil greaer 
importance: Itis the ‘ Hittory of 
the Origin, Variations, and hita- 
biifiment of the Proteftant Doe- 
trine, from the Beginning of the 
Reformation to the Introduétion of 
the Concord Formula:.”” The firh 
volume came out in 1781, the fo- 
cond is now pubiifled, and the 
third is foon expected. ‘The author 
is profeflor Planke, of Sturgatd, 
and this work has raifed his repu- 
tation to that of the belt hiftoians 
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of his country, and perhaps of 
Europe. Competent judges have 
pronounced, that it is long fince 
they have read a hiilory written 
with fo much tafte, and with fuch 
philofophical acumen. Under the 
prefent head may be mentioned the 
«¢ Memoirs, relative to the Hiitory 
of the French Refugees in the domi- 
nions of the King of Pruffia.”” This 
is the fecond volume of a publica- 
tion which contains a mott affecting 
hiftory of the cruel perfecutions of 
the proteftants in France. . Books 
of this kind, by expofing the horrid 
fpirit of bigotry and intolerance, 
are of eminent fervice to mankind. 
—We fhould have mentioned before 
Stroth’s ** gy ptiaca,” or Commen- 
taries and Fragments relative tothe 
affairs of Egypt; being a collec- 
tion of what is to be met with in 
ancient authors concerning that 
country.—Another hiftforical col- 
leétion which has appeared in Ger- 
manv concerns the tranfactions of 
the Guelphs. !t confifts of feven- 
teen tra¢ts, of which M. Gerard 
is the editor. The work is recom- 
mended by two good j7ints of the 
emperor Frederick the Firit and 
his two fons, the emperor Henry 
the Firft, and Duke Frederick.—The 
celebrated Puffendort left behind 
him a manufcript, in three books, 
containing a narrative of the tranf- 
actions of Frederick the Third, 
Elector of Brandenburg, during the 
years 1688, 1689, and 1690. This 
‘ys now publifhed by Count Hertf- 
‘berg, one of the King of Pruffia’s 
Minitters at Berlin. ‘I hough what- 
ever comes from fuch a man, on 
fuch a fubject, mutt be valuable, 
the work is not equal to Puffendorf’s 
former hiftoric:l writings. The 
mo{t remarkable things in it are 
thofe that relate to the impreffion 
Which the Revolution in England 
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made abroad, and to the fleps that 
were taken to create a ninth Ele¢tor, 
With regard to Biography, Bu- 
rigni’s Life of Erafmus, which fome 
perfons elieem to be preferable to 
Jortin’s, .has beén tranflated into 
German, with various critical Re- 
marks, Annotations, and an Ap- 
pendix, by Henry Henke, prote(- 
for of divinity at Helmftadt. This 
tranilation is a great improvement 
of the original. The additions 
comprehend a more complete hif- 
tory of Frafinus’s connections with 
Faber, Hutton, and other eminent 
writers of his time, than had hi- 
therto been given. The Appendix 
contains a critical examination of 
his feveral works, and particularly 
of his labours on the New Tefta- 
ment. Another publication which 
cats farther licht on the character 
of this illuttrious man, is entitled, 
‘¢ Index et Argumentum Epifiola- 
rum ad D. Erafmum Roterdamum 
Autographarum, qua una cum 
nonnullis aliis cx ejufdem Biblio- 
theca Autographis adfervantur Lip- 
fie in Bibliotheca D. Jo. Fred. 
Burcheri.” All the original papers, 
of which this is a catalogue, were 
obtained by the editor from a mu- 
nificent donor in London. The 
letters, which extend from 1520 to 
1536, belong to that period where- 
in the fame of Erafmus was at its 
higheft pitch; and they are the 
more interefting, as diftant intelli- 
gence was then only conveyed by e- 
pittolary correfpondence.—A work, 
containing the Lives of famous 
Muficians now living, or who lived 
in the laft half century, is now 
carrying on by M. Hiller. ‘The 
firit part of it, in German, appeared 
in 1784.—The Life of Keitke, 
written by himfelf, is a curious 
piece of Biographical information. 
The manner in which this learned 
map 
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man relates his fludies, labours, 
journeys, difappointments, fuccef- 
fes, and little adventures, and the 
accounts he gives of the characters 
of other pertons, are often enter- 
taining, and fometimes inftructive. 
The correfpondence inter{peried 
through the work is an addition to 
the literary hittory of the time. 

An interctting book of Travels has 
been publifhed in the German lan- 
guage. ‘The ttle of it is, * Letters 
trom a Frenchman travelling over 
Germany to his brother at \aris.” 
This, however, is only a cover to 
conceal the real author, and to 
enable him to deliver his remarks 
with the greater freedom. He is 
under{ftood to be a native of Ger- 
many ; and it may truly be aflerted 
of his Letters that they are lively 
and fenfible, and that they thew 
the writer to be a man of clofe ob- 
fervation, and of a liberal mind.— 
Profeflor Meiners, whofe erudition 
we have already had occation to 
celebrate, has appeared in another 
form of compofition. ‘Two volumes 
have been publifhed by him of 
«¢ Letters concerning Switzcrland ;” 
and it is with no {mall advantage 
that he futtains the character of a 
traveller. Among other intereft- 
ing matter with which the book 
abounds, we have a very full and 
fair reprefentation of the learned 
men ot Zurich, and particularly ot 
Lavater; the completett account 
of the government of Berne that is 
any where extant; a good deferip- 
tion ot Laufanne; tome fenfible 
and animated reflections on the de- 
cay of piety in Geneva; teveral 
juft remarks on the Genevan cha- 
racter in general; and a {plendid 
difplay of what the world owes to 
the genius and labour of the au- 
thor’s countrymen tie Germans. - 
Of the few remaining publications 
belonging to Germany, whieh have 

1754e 


come to our knowledge, we fhall re- 
cite only the titles. ‘hefe are Ma 
Pleiling’s ** Attempt to demontirate 
the necedity of Evil and Pain in the 
itate of beings endowed with Sen- 
hbiuty and Reafon;” Retemeier’s 
** Contpectus Juris Romani ;” 
Hertzberg’s “ Difcourfe concerns 
ing the beft Form of Govern- 
ments’? Schubart’s work concern- 
ing Agriculture and Finance; and 
Heyne’s * Opufcula Academica.” 


Switzerland prefents to us 4 
Mathematical work, in M. John 
Trembley’s ‘ Efflay on Spherical 
Trigonometry.” la this work the 
whole dottrine of Spherics is de- 
duced from two fimple propofitions, 
contaitied in La Caille and de La 
Lande. M. Trembley, after hav- 
ing gone over all the properties 
of fpherical triangles, applies them 
at large to the illutlration of aflrono- 
my. Indeed, it is faid that the whole 
{fcienceof atironomy may be deduced 
trom the author’s formulas. —The 
firft voluine of the Memoirs ot 
the Society of Phytical Sciences at 
Laufanne was pubiiflied at that 

lace in 1784, but no account of 
it has yet come to our knowledge. 
An hittorical production has ap- 
peared from the pen of M. Leonard 
Meiiter, profefflor at Zurich. it 
contains the principal feenes of 
Swiis Hiitory, ranged in chrono. 
logical order. ‘The work is faid to 
be written with judgment and talle, 
and to unite entertainment with 

initruction. 
he Kev. M. J. Sennebier, lis 
brarian to the Republic of Geneva, 
has obliged the world with a ‘Trea- 
tife entitled, ** Analytical Enquiries 
into the Nature of Inflammable 
Air.” This gentleman is rifing to 
a diftinguifhed rank among the at- 
tentive cultivators of expenmental 
philofophy. In the preient per 
| formance 
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formance many new experiments 
are recited, which difplay the au- 
thor’s faracity and diligence. As 
fome of the refults militate with 
the conclufions of very able phi- 
lofophers, we fhall not prefume to 
determine concerning them, but 
fhall reter the decition ot the points 
in queftion to the Pricttieys, the 
Cavendifhes, and the Kirwans of 
the age. 


With regard to Italy, not many 
productions of 175:, 1n Biblical 
and Critical Learning, have come 
to our knowledge. ‘Ihe chief is 
the firit volume of Rofli’s Collec- 
tion of the Manufcripts of the Old 
‘Teftament. his plan is only to 
givé the moft important various 
readings, which he collects not 
from manuicripts alone, but like- 
wife trom the older commentators. 
‘The author’s labour in this under- 
taking mutt be verv great. He has 
had the ufe of twelve hundred and 
feventy-tive editions and manu- 
ferip:s. A thoufand and twenty- 
feven of thete are manuteripts, 
tour hundred and feventy-nine of 
vhich are his own. M. Rofl has 
for the mott part exannned onlv the 
pattives pointed out by Dr. Ken- 
wicott as remarkable. In fome 
cates, however, be has been able 
to improve upon Kennicott. It is 
hoped that M. Roth will be pro- 
perly encouraged to purfuea deti¢n 
of fuch confequence,—In the works 
of Mattei, lately pablilhed in eleven 
volumes, octavo, many things oc- 
eur, which relate to Biblical and 
Critical Literature, ‘The firtt vo- 
lume contains three diflertations, 
one on the Greek and Hebrew poe- 
try, another on the authors of the 
Pialms, and the third on the Drama- 
tico-lyrical poetry ot the Pfalms. 
The fecoud volume opens with anew 
Hebrew Caiendar, difpofed accord- 
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ing to the ecclefiaftical year, and 
besinning with the month Nifan, 
Am ng a variety of objects, the 
mufie of the Hebrews is parti- 
cularly contidered. The Pfalms, 
tranfluted in various forms of Jta- 
lian verfe, take up four volumes, 
Though not deftitute of faults, 
Mattei is reprefented as equal to 
Buchanan or Johnfton. The re- 
maining volumes are partly Poeti- 
cal, partly Critical, and partly 
Mifeellaneous.—-With refpect to 
religious controverfy, a work has 
appeared, which, as coming from 
Italy, may be confidered as very 
extraordinary. It is entitled “The 
Pope; or Refearches concerning 
the Supremacy of the Roman Pon- 
tilt.”” Phe deiign of itis to thew 
that Peter had no authority and 
privileges beyond the reft of the 
apottles and difciples of Chritt. 
What is more furprifing ftill, the 
author is underfloed to be a Francif- 
ean Friar.—A Faét of the ancient 
Roman Hittory is difcuffed in 2 
* Letter concerning the Deteat and 
Carnage of the three hundred and 
fix Fedbii.”? ‘The aim of the writer 
is to prove, that thefe heroic vic- 
tims were not a// of the Fabian 
family, but that fome of them were 
Roman volunteers, who, fighting 
under the banner of that family, 
or being otherwile connected with 
it, obtained the denominition of 
Fabii, We recollect nothing in 
Livy that tavours this fuppotition. 
Ht, however, the author be well 
founded in his conjecture, it is not 
x point of confequence enough to 
deferve an elaborate difcuffion.—A 
fecond edition has appeared of “ A 
new Collection of the Ancient In- 
feriptions in Sicily and the adjacent 
Mlands, illultrated with Notes and 
Prefaces.” We ment on this edi- 
tion, becaufe the im ement the 
work has nowy e? is very 
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eonfiderxble, with refpect to the 
corrections and auementations with 
which it is enriched. The Prole- 
eomena, Which contain a treafure 
of erudition, are more efpecially 
enlarged and amended. Another 
work, relative to se re 
calls for our attention. We oie 

“The Ruins of Poeftum, alfo ca! led 
Poflidonia, in Latin and Italian ; 
illuftrated by fix Jiffertations.” 
The fubjects of thefe differtations 
are the origin, progrefs, and def- 
truction ot the city of Poetium, 
and the admirable architecture of 
its buildings. ‘The author, who 
is Father Paul Anthony Paoli, 1s 


ot opinio nm that the City was ot 


"Pufean origin, and he proves its 
@reat anti juity trom the timplicity 
of its amphitheatre. But the grandett 
production of the kind we are {peak - 
me of, is the fourth volume ot * The 
Mufwum of the Capitol.’’ Thisis one 
of the moit magnificent works that 
has appeared in any age, cont idered 
as a collection of the precious re- 
mainsof ancient art, The pret fenr vo- 
lume hath been expr ‘ted with im- 
patience, by antiquaries, artil’s, 
and connoiveurs, for nearly thirty 
years path. The editor of the 


three precedine ones was ‘the 

. ' 1? ” . 
learned prelate {. Bottari. Phe 
firit came out in 3729, and con- 


tained the engravings of ninct 
in 


fates with their deiert ote ms. in 


Inco the fecond veiume, v 


eizhtv-nine fttatucs, was eiven to 

the public. ‘The third made tts 
‘ : , 

appearances miec, xaaling nlnecye 


ene more, with a hundred and 
ninety-iix pages of explications. 
In the fourth volume are conipre- 
hended the baflo- relicevos, with cle 
rant and learned deferipty ns om 
Italian and Latin, to, re} der them 

wl. The an- 
cient rema w eanigagghsoess cup’ 
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engraved by Dominico C ampichia. 
in the different branches of Na- 
tural ’hilofophy, Italy has given 
birth, in a ‘i fo fone important 
publications. Among thefe the firit 
ple is undoubtedly due to the 
works of Bofcotich, relative to 
Optics and Ailronomy, hitherto un- 
publithed, and which are now given 
to the world in fire large quarto 
voluines. ‘Fhe name of this cele- 
brated writer is futhcient to indicate 
the merit of the collection, which 
confitts of thirty-one oputcula, or 
differtations. It will not be doubted 
whether they will greatly contri- 
bute to the advancement of the 
feiences to which the ‘y relate. The 
edition, which ts accurate and ele- 
gant, as enriched with copper- 
plates, and has been conducted 
under the author’s immediate ine 
{pe ‘tion, —Itis not to M, Bofcovich 
only that what has been printed in 
Italy with regard to Attronomy 
has been confined. ‘An Aflro- 
nomical Ephemeris for the Biflextile 
Year +-&,”’ has appeared, ‘caleu- 
lated for the ineridtan of Milan. 


To th:s a fupplement is a ded, 
cont npn 9 teVer lobfers iti T) ind 
memoirs relative to the feience of 
Aroneomy. 1 oO! re Mef- 
1h i Ai ‘ ' ’ 4 ‘> 
Orr \ iO. f sume 
for Sc | lo been dy d, 
ich « is, amone other 

{ pers, ! of M. Kegrto’s 
yy? ) eta Ont oft the 
kelipnc : “Remarks on the mean 
Heieht of the Paroreter at the 
Obfrvatery at Nitlan, and above 
the fevel of the Adriatic Sea; 
and Vi. Oriani’s “Account of his 
Ob‘fervations on Herfchei’s Pla- 


with a new Determination cof 
its Orbir.”’? — An ** Atra- Victeorcls- 
eical Journal for the Year 1°8 >,” 
the produ‘tion of the Abbé 
This. 2 per odical work, 
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which has been carried on ever 
fince the vear 1773. ‘The excel- 
lence of it is reprefented to be 
fuch as to deferve being trantlated 
into all languages, as a pocket 
companion tor the clergyman, she 
urtiit, the hufbandman, the phyfi- 
cian, the mariner, the traveller, 
and even the huntiman.—The Ita- 
lian fociety was mentioned by us, 
with becoming refpect, in our latt 
Annual Regiiter. ‘he members of 
it profecute their enquiries with 
vigour, and have already produced 
another volume, being the fecond 
of the undertaking. Such ardour 
might, indeed, be expected trom 
the refpectable names of which the 
fociety confitts. ‘The memoirs ot 
this volume are nineteen in num- 
ber, and the communicators are, 
Father Charles Barletti, Father 
Gregory Fontana, the Chevalier de 
Lorgna, M. Malacarne, M. Xime- 
nes, M. de Cefaris, the Abbe 
Spallanzani, M. Volta, M. Bonati, 
M. Girardi, M. Maltatri, Count 


Fragnani, M. Paol,. M, Scarpa, 


and M. Slop.—tIt is well known 
that Dr. Crawtord’s  ‘Vheory,”” 
relating to animal heat and com- 
buition, has excited much attention 
at home, and perhaps ill more 
abroad. A differtation concerning 
it has been pubjithed by Dr. Car- 
radon, a phytician at Fiorence. In 
this diflertation the theory in quet- 
tion is confirmed by new experi- 
ments, and applied to teveral 
medical cafes.—** A curious Prize- 
diflertation,” which was crowned 
by the Academy of Sciences and 
Belles Lettres at Mantua, has been 
written by Count Augufline Litta. 
‘Lhe quettion propofed was, ** How 
mutt a Machine be conitructed in 
order to raife, by the Action of one 
Horfe, Water to a fuperior Height, 
wod in greater Quantity, than has 
hitherto been accomplilhed by Ma- 
? 
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chines ?” A model of the machine, 
and alfo the machine itfelf, may 
be obtained, by writing to the Abbé 
Caitells, the editor ot the prefent 
tract, and a triend of the late au- 
thor, — Another publication which 
was the refult of a premium, is 
Dr. Gardini’s * Differtation con- 
cerning the Influence of Atmof- 
pherical Electricity on Vecet- 
ables.”” The queition was propofed 
by the Academy of Lyons, and the 
prize was adjudged to Dr. Gardi- 
nt’s pertormance, which is efteemed 
to be an initructive and matlerly 
ditcuilion of the fubject.—Repre- 
fentations equally tavourable are 
given ot M. Landrianis * Difler- 
tation on the Ufetulnefs of Con- 
ductors,” and of Dr. Lupieri’s 
‘*'Treatife on the Mifcrofcope.”— 
‘The late dreadful earthquakes in 
Calabria and sicily naturally con- 
tinue to excite the {peculations of 

hilofophical men. To the works 
mentioned laft year may now be 
added, ** The Hiitorical Account 
of thefe Earthquakes,” publifhed 
by the Royal Academy of Sciences 
and Belles Lettres at Naples ; the 
Chevalier Deodati Dolomicu’s 
¢¢Memoir” on the fame fubject ; and 
Dr. Mignami’s ‘¢ Enquiry concern- 
ing the Effects of Earthquakes on 
the human Body.”—Balloons and 
the manner of conducting them 
have been much attended to ia 
Italy, as well as in other countries. 
M. Stephen Calvi hath written a 
tract, in which he propofes a method 
of regulating the aicent and def- 
cent of the aeroftatical carriages, 
only by augmenting or diminifhing 
the volume of the balloon, with- 
out being obliged to have recourfe 
to the emitiion or intromitlion of 
inflammable air. We need not in- 
form our readers that no mode ot 
directing Balloons in oppofition to 
the current of the wind has yet 
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been invented; and perhaps we 
might add, that no effectual means 
of accomplilfhing this end are ever 
likely to take place.--For the medical 
and anatomical works publithed in 
Italy we mult again reter to Dr. 
Simmons’s Journal. We fhall, 
however, juit mention M. Burri’s 
«¢ Hiltorico- Anatomical Difcoufe on 
a particular Variety in the White 
Men, called Heliophobi,” as con- 
taining fome curious Facts. 

With regard to Hittorical pub- 
lications, only two booxs have come 
to our knowledge that feem to re- 
quire a divinet fpecification. The 
ht volume of a Hiftory of Milan 
has been given by Count Vietro 
Verri, a man of great literary re- 
putation, and who pofleffes a ‘high 
tiation in the yovernment of the 
couniry. Jt contains, betides the 
common facts, good accounts of 
the emperors, feveral of whofe 
characters, and etpecially that 
of Frederick the Firit, are placed 
ina new light. ‘The manners are 
particularly attended to in the 
prefent pertormance. The volume 
concludes with a reprefentation of 
the flourifhing condition of Milan 
in the fifteenth century.—A large 
collection of Hittorical Papers, in 
eighteen volumes, o¢tavo, has made 
its appearance at Florence, It 
confitts of Chronicles, Records, 
Letters, and Diplomas. ‘Ihete 
are not confined to the par- 
ticular Hiilory of Florence, but 
comprehend the Hittory of Italy 
in gencral. The colle¢tion is one 
of the moft elaborate and valuable 
works of the kind that hath ever 
been feen in that country. ‘The 
title of it is foumewhat whimiical, 
it being called “ The Pleafures ot 
the learned Tufcans.”—In Biogra- 
phy there have been various pub- 
dications. ‘ the Life of Charles 
Count Firmian” has been written 
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by Profeffor Aug. Theodore Villa. 
It was a diftinction to which this 
eminent nobleman was entitled on 
account of his amiable character, 
which rendered him one of the bett 
models that can be held out for 
the imitation of men in high rank 
and power.—The Kul vies Of 
fome eminent Italians have been 
given by the prelate Angelo 
Fabroni. ‘They are faid to be 
written by a matlerly pen; and the 
remarkable perions to whote ge- 
nius, talents, and characters jutlice 
is endeavoured to be rendered, are 
Galilei, Giacomelli, Perelli, the 
Cardinal Leopold de Medicis, Fru- 
ganl, and Metattatro. ay 
Biographical Work is carrying on 
in numbers, with regard to the 
literary and feienttic men which 
‘Lufcany has produced. It is e¢x- 
ecuted by gentlemen of character, 
each ot whom affixes his name 
to the lite which he writes. Prints 
are given of the feveral authors 
deferibed, moft of which are taken 
from pictures in the gallery of the 
Grand duke.—-——An Eulogy on 
Maria Therefia, the late Emprets 
of Germany has been publithed by 
the Abbé Frili. From this gentle- 
man’s character, as a profound 
altronomer, and eminent mathema- 
ticlan, it was fearcely to be ex- 
pected that he would condefcend 
to become a compoler of panegy- 
rics. It is faid, however, that 
he hath acquitted himfelt well 
in this capacity, being ingenious, 
eloquent, andeven philofophical.— 
Literary Hitlory has not been neg- 
lected in Italy. Indeed, a very 
Importint work of this kind has 
appeared from the pen of M. 
Signorelli, Ie is catitled, " Con- 
cerning the Revolutions in the 
Sciences in the Two Sicilies, or 4 
Philefophical and Critical Hiltory 
of their Legitlution, Politics, Li- 
7 3 tcra- 
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terature, Commerce, Arts, and 


"J heatrica) Exhibitions, from tbe 
Arrival of foreign Colonies in that 
Country to the “prefent Time Sj In 
four Parts.” ‘i he firtl part, « hich 
takes up the firfl volume, is divided 
into twelve chapters. ‘The tub ects 
of thele chapters are, the ortginal 
peopl ng of the two Sicilies, and 
the decree oft vill zation that 
took place at this eary period ; 
the civilization of the Ialico-Gre- 
cjan provinces by the colonies tron 
Greece; the progrefs of philoto- 
phy, m: athem: itics, medicine, and 
orbel the Sicilian ora- 
ters, Grecians, and poets ;. the 
different efablitiments of the coun- 
try; the objects and caufes ot 
ga ; the origin of Nay ples, and 
the public games ot the ihabi- 
tants; the Greck dramatic writers 
of Sicily ; the Greek dramatic wri- 
ters on the continentor:the douth of 
Iraly ; the usteelana, or Viamic 
Pieces of the Ose? the fiate of 


fclences ; 


Latin literature in the thine of 
the Roman republic; and the 
Writers who, under the tri 


emperors, carried learning to per 
fection. In the fecond volume of 
the work, which alfo ap peared in 
17X4, the ing —_ author pure 
furs his fubject , from t voutlan 
age to the end ot the rg in 
which the Two Sicilies were yo- 
verned by the houle of Suabia, 
Two paits of the defien remaia 
yet to be contidcred. --’the fourth 
volume of * Literary Anecdotes 
taker from Manuleripts” concludes 

a curious and learned undertaking, 
which has been wel! received in 
Tralv. -- An agreeable work of 
‘}ravels has for. forme years been 
carryng on, under tre title of 
 Tostters written irom Sicily and 
Turkey to feveral of his Friends 


in luteanv, by the Abbé Dom. 
Orin.’ It is the flach volume 
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that is now publibed, in which 
we have a view of the chara ters, 
amulements, manners,  tetlivals, 
commerce, arts, legitiation, and 
politica! @conomy of the ‘lurks, 
Greeks, and Armenians, tovether 
with the geography and antiquis 
ties of thei relpec tive countries. — 
The great alironomer and mathe- 
matician, the Abbé Bofcovich, has 
condefcended to appear betore the 
world as a traveller, in a‘ journal 
ot a Voyage from Cont antinople 
into Poland, accompanied with an 
Account of the Ru'ns of Troy.”— 

The poeiry of the year is the lait 
cireumtiance to which we fhall ad- 
vert, In our furvey of Jralian Li- 
terature. More of it, however, 
has wthout doubt heen publifhed 


than what has failen within the 


compals of our information. ‘The 
aD retical Sports of Labinaa ” are 
the producnon ot Count Fenton] 
of the Odes 
ch of th cafe and ele- 
Sappho ang Anacreon.— 
he Ttaban Parnatlus? is intend- 
ed to be a collection of the bett 
Italian clathe poets of every kind, 
Lor every age, caret, ully revited 
alter the mol. ellee ned originals, 
and adorned with eneravings. In 
the firit volume, whieh appeared in 
1784, are contained the Lynic 
Poeins ot Petrarch. The plan has 
been formed by Antonio Zatta, 3 
Vene ian bookteller, who detigns 
to publith the works of the mott 
celebrated poets that flourithed in 
Italy, trom the year 1300 to the 
prefent time, in five clafles. seve: 
ral bards, whofe productions have 
yet been preferved only 1 in manus 
{cript, will find a piace in this col- 
leftion, which, in every point of 
accuracy, beauty, and perfection, 
propoies to excel all that ha. yet 
been feen in that country. It is 


e kevizziino. Some 
prelerve mu 
w2uce of 


+. 


hoped that fo noble an undertaking 
will 
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will not fail fer want of encourage- 
ment. —-- ‘Lhe lovers of Metatiano 
will rejoice in a jult and merited 
tribute of reipect that has lately 
been patd to his genius and charac- 
ture. ‘This has been done in an 
elegant colictnion of pieces, ia 
prove as well as verie, the title of 
Which is * Tie Ol, mpic Games, 
celebrated by the A:cadians in the 
Parratian Grove, in honour ot the 
Memory of the Abb! Metaiia.io.” 


France, for the year 17345 
fearcely preients any thing of con- 
fequence in Biblical and Critical 
le.rning, M. Villotions edition 
ot a new Greck traniiation of fe- 
ver al parts of the Old Veitament, 
1s indeed the production of a i re ash 
crite, and fo tar dves honour to 
that COUNTYY 5 but, as at Was pub- 
liked in Germany, we have men- 
tioned it m what was confidered | y 
BS as its proper place. Lhe next 
work that calls tur our attention is 
the Abb? VPara’s ** Hittorical and 
Philotophical View of Keliioe, 
trom tue earhett Periods ot the 
WW orid to the present limes.’ it 
is Only the firtt part that has now 
appeared, containing the prinntive 
Keligion, trom tic creation to the 
I.very one 





minntry of Moles. 
muti be fentiile that. this pernicd 
attords but a (mall manber ot tacts ; 
and confequentiy more feo pe 1s 
lett for the play of the imaginaton, 


beeiat 
er 


‘4 . 
wthe 


ot which M. Para is not de 
At the fame time, however, he 


} 


has much ingenuity, and is pol- 
{i fled of no tin: atl tture OT ¢ rucitio Ve 
With the principal object of his 
work, he has connected the man- 
ners of the firit ages of the world, 
the commencement of civilization, 
the birth and infancy of arts and 


feiences, the orl: inal tormation ot 


fiates and monarehies, the prim 
tive tlate of ancient hingcoims, anu 


the characters of ancient nations. 
The opinions otf the diferent na- 
tons of the remortett anc puity, 
Conecrp ng the CONPOXONV o1 origin 
of the world, are delivered by 
our auchor woth precition and pers 
tpi uty. The Egy prhins are not 
in hieh favour with the Abb. Para. 
Hie calls in quetiion their valour, 
their chronology, and their pre- 
tended antiquity as well as their 
ference. the doctrines of the pri 
mitive relig on are reduced by him 
to four general pring ple +: othe 
exnience ot one God, a tuure lite, 
the fall at man, and the hopes of 
aimednitor, pon the whole, the 


bo KK mayY hy reud With pie Ware an { 


aivaniave, rhoueh feveral pote 
; ’ o é i 

fions are found init, which a man 
Y! cr Phins ‘ eke ‘ ron 


will receive with no. tinal derree 
of doubt a id hewtatean , cue 
rious work has appeared, en led, 
 Me-noirs concerning the oer? 
KReboon of Ancient Nations; or 
biitrorical and Critical Revearches 
1} he \} > =. ‘ i) 
eo) erniag Tait saVicrics OF Tae 


de .nte Croix, Niemperr of the 
Royal Sectery of Infeription. aud 
| 


celles Letrres. This treatife took 
its ric irom a premi tin) prep ne j 
| 
i 


Wy the Aendemy to ‘folurton of 
the rolloneine Gnelrons: \+ batwere 
cee Nain mi ulicrib ot «eres 
ani Proterp 9 ) ti) diftere 
cit N biahkdeio H id if YY p 
What were the Oricon i ine “3 
of the Attributes, and wh fic 
Wo yi » OF tir ) f In 
4 i (] i nce «<é { | q ‘ 
the Karon de Croix, who obtains’ 


the prize, has endc.avol 
as compiete a work as pothiie up 
the myferies of ti 


{ 
firbiect 15 treated of by hen wath 


vreat learning and penctration. [t 
at en os 

1s hov, vVOCr, rt toa? whi i} J% alle 
. } } — . ahs : i, eo ‘ i 
»O.a)* al Pe | in ich Mes si Ah ‘* ; 
7 + Wi.icct 











“ 
‘ 








{296} 


which gives fcope to the exercife of 
fancy and conjecture. ‘Lhe fecret 
of the myfleries, according to our 
author, confilted principally in a 
particular manner of teaching the 
doétrine of future rewards and pu- 
nifhments, by which the rewards 
were fuppofed to regard the initi- 
ated alone, and the punifliments 
only the profane, or thofe who 
who were not initiated, He does 
not materially differ from Bithop 
Warburton, in any point, except 
in denying that the unity of the 
fupreme Being was a part of the 
fecret dottrine, In other refpects 
they appear to be nearly agreed.— 
Anothgr very curious boox, rela- 
tive to the antiquities of the early 
world, has been publifhed in Eng- 
Jand, by a French gentleman, 
Monf. D’ Ancarville. The title of 
it, in Englifh, is, ** Inquiries into 
the Origin, the Spirit, and Progrefs 
of the Arts of Greece; into their 
Connection with the Arts and Re- 
ligion of the moft ancient Nations ; 
and into the ancient Monuments 
of India, Perfia, the reft of Afia, 
and Eyvpt.”? In this work there 
is a bold fpirit of invefligation, 
together with the difplay of much 
wgenuiry and atine tafte. The au- 
thor lays great firefs ypon coins 
in the elucidation of the various 
objects that pafs in review before 
him; and it muft be allowed that 
the remarks he hath made on the 
mythology of antiquity are very 
acute and able. How far he 1s 
tight in his fyfiem, or, as he 
himfelf modett] y exp orefles it, his 
conjectures, we prefume not to de- 
termine. It is acreed chat Monf; 
1’ Ancarville is fomewhat defultory 

in his mode of writing, and that 
he might have been more ftrictiy 
methodical. We have our fufpi- 
cions that this work, like many other 
pay thological productions which 
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have gone before it, will be ad- 
mired tor a time, and then torgot- 
ten. It is to be feared that Monf. 
Court de Gibelin and our own 
learned Bryant are not exemptions 
from this remark,---—-It is fome 
years fince the Royal Academy of 
Inicriptions and Belles Lettres have 

favoured the world with a volume 
of their Memoirs ; and this is the 
more to be regretted, as the com- 
munications ot the members have, 
in general, been very curious, 
learned, and entertaining. How- 
ever, pieces are occaiionally pub- 
lifhed, conformable to the views of 
the Academy, and which are the 
refult of their encouragment. ‘To 
the inftance already mentioned, in 
the work of Baron de Croix, we 
have now to add, M. Pattoret, 
who hath obtained a prize, in cone 
fequence of a difcourfe ** Concern- 
ing the Maritime Laws of the 
Khodians, the Influence of thete 
Laws on the Marine of the Greeks 
and Romans, and the Influence of 
the Marine Eftablifhment upon the 
Power and Weight of thefe two 
Nations.” ‘This academical quet- 
tion was worthy of difcuilion, on 
account of its taking in a long and 
important period of hiltory, the 
Rhodians having tor many centu- 
rics fuitained an eminent character 
in the ancient world, M. Pattoret, 
who has treated the fubject in a 
matterly manner, hath divided it 
into three parts. The firit con- 
tains an hiitorical account of the 
Rhodians, and an accurate view of 
their maritime laws; prefixed to 
which is a fhort furvey of the 
rife and: progrets of navigation in 
the earliett times. In the fecond 
art it is fhewn, that the Greeks 
ote they became acquainted 
with the Rhodian laws were ttran- 
gers to commerce, and that their 


Knowledge of navigation was little 
better 
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better thanignorance. In the third 
part of the differtation, the Roman 
marine is confidered as having 
been one of the principal inftru- 
ments in aggrandizing, and even 
in civilizing that people. It doth 
not appear that the laws ot the 
Rhodians contributed much to the 
improvement of the navigation of 
the !omans. Mably’s ¢ Dia- 
logues on the Method of writing 
Hittory”’ were characterized and 
applauded by us in our la(t Annual 
Regitter. This work, though one 
of the Abbe’s beft performances, 
has not pafied without cenfure ; 
and indeed, in fome refpects, it lies 
open to criticifm. Accordingly, a 
tract hath appeared, entitled, “A 
Supplement to the Manner of writ- 
ing Hittory,’’ in which M, Mably 
is charged with common place, 
with omiffions, with fuperficial 
reading, with incivility, and with 
p: artiality, both in regard to the an- 
cients and moderns who did not 
happe n to be in the fame way of 
thinking. ‘Though thefe charges 
are unduly aggravated, it muit be 
allowed that the Abbé has not, in 
his Dialogues, been free from errors 
and prejudices ; and he was parti- 
eularly reprehenfible in condemn- 
ing certain jate Hittorians with 
feverity, when he had read only a 
few extracts from their works. ‘The 
firictures of the pretent writer upon 
him, are often fentible, as well as 
Spirited. —— ‘The lait thing that 
occurs to us, relative to ancient 
literature, 1s a potthumous publi- 
cation.of M. D’Alembert’s. — It is 
“6A  ranflation of Select Pieces 
from Tacitus,” not faid to be per- 
formed with remarkable accuracy. 
"The editor has amended the trant- 
lations, and added fome other 
things to the collection, under the 
head of Antiquities, not ftrictly 


claffical. —We 


work entitled, 


muft not omit the 
*‘Cuftoms confi- 
dered, as Laws of the French 
Nation, both in its ancient and 
prefent State.”” This book is a 
valuble prefent to the Law Anti- 
quaries of France, as it contains 
curious and judicious refearches 
into what may be called the common 
or cu/lom-law ot the old inhabitants 
of that kingdom. Many of their 
ancient cuftoms, according to this 
author, were not derived from the 
invation, conqueits, and dominion 
of the Romans, but from marriage, 
paternity, and the conceflions and 
citablifhments thence naturally arif- 
ing. He endeavours, likewite, to 
prove, that the Vitigoths and 
Franks, inftead of being flrangers 
in Gaul, were the defcendants of 
the Saliens, who inhabited the 
Northern, and of the Goths, who 
inhabited the Southern part of that 
country. Whether the writer be 
well founded or not in the pofi- 
tions which he hath advanced, the 
praife will not be denied him of 
treating the fubject with ability. — 
A fimilar topic is prefented to us 
in M. Chabrit’s treatife ** Concern- 
ing the French Monarchy, or its 
Laws.” The author is not dif- 
couraged, by the preceding la- 
bours of very able men, from 
gong over the fame ground, and 
tracing from its origin the progrefs 
of le cil: ition. Inthe volume now 
publithed the laws on!y of the firft 
and fecond race are confidered ; 
and confequently, the work is not 
yet extended beyond the barbarous 
period of the French monaichy.— 
Now the government ot France is 
in fome degree before us, let us 
take notice of M. de Valaze’s work 
concerning penal laws. ‘This is a 


public ation of which a very high 
It is faid to be 
dittine 


character is given, 
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diflinguithed by its judgment, me- 
thod, and humanity ; by its cxten- 
five knowledge ot mankind : and 
by its warm and generous zeal tor 
blig telicity. -On Moral and Ju- 
sifprddential Philotophy, the works 
of Count Vern properly belong to 
Italian. Literature, though they 
were publithed at Paris, in 1784. 
They confit of Three « Weourtes, 
on the Nature of Pleafure and 
Pain, on Happinets, and on Poli- 
tical Occonomy. ‘hey were firit 
feparately printed in italy, and 
have fince appeared, in «itlerent 
arts ot thit country, in a col- 
fective form. ‘The difcourfes are 
written with elegance and {pirit ; 
and though the fubjects are com- 
mon, the author, by uniting the 
fcholar with the man ot butinels, 
has conferred upon them the eraces 
of novelty. Count Verri is the 


faine gentleman whofe Hiitory of 


Milan we have already mentioned. 
We now direct our view to Na- 
tural Philofophy in its different 
branches, in which France conti- 
nues tO maintain that eminent rank 


fre hath long held in thele parts of 


icience. And here we mutt begin 
with the ** Memoirs of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, tor 
the year 1780,” which were not 
publifhed till 1784. ‘I'he divitions 
are General Phytics, Anatomy, 
Chemittry, and Attronomy. Un- 
der General Phyfics are feven me- 
mors; under Anatomy, tour ; un- 
der Chemittry, thirteen ; and under 
Atlronomy, five. In this volume 
are found the Fulogies of Meilicurs 
Lieutaud and Bugquet, elegantly 
drawa up by the hiitorian of the 
Academy. 
the memoirs are M. de Fouchy, 
M. Lavoitier, M. de la Place, M. 
Bougeroux de Bondaroy, M. Du 
Hamel, M. de Montigny, M. Le 


ticles, 


Ihe communicators of 
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Roy, M. Tenon, M. Tillet, M. de 
Bor V5 M. Sabatier, M. Vieq d’Ar yr, 
M. Portal, M. Bertholet, M. rr i 
nette, M. Sage, M. C ‘adet, M. 
Dioms de Scjour, M. de la Lande, 
M. le Monnier, aud M. Meter, 
‘The memoir w hich, according te 
annual cuitom, is fent to the Aca 
demy, by the Society of Montpe- 
Lier, 1s concerning the different kinds 
ot Dog-Fith, by MI. Broutionet. 
—Another volume of the ** Me- 
moirs ot oe Koval Academy o! Set- 
ences at Paris, for the year 1780,” 

has likewile appeared ; concerning 
which we thall only take notice, 
that it contains the Kulogies of 
Count Maurepas, M. Beron, the 
Marquis de Courtanvaux, and M. 
Tronchin ; and that it comprizes a 
number of papers by feveral of the 
learned academicians, Whole names 
we have jull recited, and by other 
able co-adjutors in the caule ot 
philofophic tcience.—The tirit part 
ot the ** New Memoirs ot the Aca- 
demy of Dijon,” tor the firtt half 
year of 1783, confiits of fourteen 
papers, the contributors of which 
are, M. De Tarreling M. Maret, 
MI. Camus, M. De Morveau, M. 
Parumor, M. Enaux, M. Durande, 
and M. Hoin —f he: Encyclopedic 

proceeds vigoroutly, according to 
the new plin, of which we gave 
an account lat vear. In the fe- 
veral parts recently publifhed, there 
ure many curious and elaborate ar- 
and the whole of this-grand 
work, fo far as it has Iitherto 
gone, appears to be eminently im- 
proved.—The baron de Mariveta 
and M. Gouflier have purfued their 
‘© Cofmological Syitem of Natural 
Philotophy”? in two farther vo- 
Jumes, being the third and the 
fourth. In thefe two gentlemen 


there 18 a {pl lendid afloci:tion ot 


poetical defeription with phil lofo- 
) 
ph ical 
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phica] feience. On this account 
they have been centured by fome 
critics, and we a: pprehend with a 
coniiderable de me of jutlice. The 
third volume con ders the theory 
ot Light. as r opavatt ‘d, reflected, 
and tranimi ted+ thus including the 
catoptrical and eo branches 
of natural fcience. All the modi 
fications of light are reduced, in 
the fourth voluine, by our authors, 
to two; Jtenf‘s, or the greater or 
lefs approximation ot its rays to 
each) other on the fame furface ; 
and Reperculhy Ww, OF their be: by re- 
flected with more or le!s force from 
the furface ot bodies, and their 
performing their vibrations with 
more or lets rapidity. In treating 
upon the — heory ot Colours, th "y 
flrongly oppote the doctrine of 
Newton. Whatever praifes may 
be due to the venius, knowledge, 
and eloquence of baron de Mari- 
vetz and M. Gouiher, there ap- 
pear to be plain traces of too much 
fancy Vane { ay p' selies usin theirtyitem, 
They do not write with that fimple 
and calm fpirit of inveiigation, 
which true philofophy teems to re- 
quire.—A prime work has been 
publifhed, entitled ** Conctogra- 
phy, or an tjiltertcal and ‘Theo- 
retical “T reatife on Comets. The 
author is M. Vingre, a reguiar ca- 
non of St. Genevieve, chancellor 


of the universty, and member of 


the Koyal ‘caceiny of Sciences, at 
Paris. (ie bas been employed 


in this work ter a courte of 


veurs, and it was tar advanced fo 
long ‘i ince as | O45 : but the pi i 
cation of it has been er by 
the weiter’s voyages Ame! 
gnd_ the Indies, and ‘te oe r incl- 
ntal occupations. M. Viuere 
beeins with a veneral hillory of the 
“lronomy of comets, after waich 
he relates all the doctriucs and con- 


‘tures of the ancients ‘upon the 
labject, concluding with the dif 
coveries of fir Have Newton. In 
purluing his hittory, he deferibes 
all the comets which have hitherte 
appeare d, and vives a table of their 
orbits, fo tar as they can be caleu- 
ited. J ae nature oF comets, their 

eb ittous, their atme fpheres, and 
ails: in hort, all the cir- 

‘umitunee: re atine tothem occupy 
our author's z¢ alous atten'ion.— 
M. Faujas de St. Fond’s ** Mines 
ralovy of Volcanos, or a Deferip- 
tion of the Subitances produced or 
ejected by tubterraneous Fires,” is 
another book of confequence, This 
preluction, which is the refult of 
attentive obfervation and adtive in- 
duvry, is defigned to abridge the 
labours of thofe who tollow the 
writer in the paths of volcanic tei- 
ence. It is divided into twenty 
chapters, and accompanied with 
plates, reprefenting plans of the 
truncations of all the prifms of 
bifaltes that are mentioned or de- 
feribed in the work; the Hill of 
Ardenne in the Vivarais, where 
there is an enormous bowl or 
glube of bafaltes enchafed in the 
mats of that voleinic rock; anda 
view of one of the lateral ‘afpects 
of this hill. M. de Se. Fond has 
placed in the French king’s Cabinet 
of Natural Hijlory a rich collee- 
tion of the volcanic fubilances de- 
feribed in his book, which are are 
ranged in the moft perfect order, 
and didinguithed by numbers cor- 
refpons line to thofe which are found 
in his Mincralog by-—We find that 
we fhould be catriod quite bevond 
our limits, were we to give an ac- 
count of all the works in Natural 
Piilofophy which have appeared 
in) joys or indeed of all that 
may be thought to deferve parti- 
cular notice. We mutt, therctore, 


be 
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be fatisfied with a mere recital of 
them; and it muft be added, that 
fome of them are of real impor- 
tance. The publications we have 
in view are, Rozier’s Complete 
Courfe of Agriculture; Curra’s 
Effay on Aerial Navigaion ; Ro- 
zier’s and Monger’s Obiervations 
on Natural Philofophy, Natural 
Hiftory, and the Arts; M, de la 
Place’s ‘Vheory of [lliptical Mo- 
tion; an Effay concerning the Mi- 
neralogy of the Pyrenean Moun- 
tains; M. d’!sjonval’s Collection 
of Chemical and Phyfical Memoirs ; 
Thouvenel on the Virgula Divina ; 
M. Morveau’s Defeription of the 
Acroftat o! the Academy of Dijon ; 
M. Manduit on Medical Fleétricity ; 
M. Varmetier’s eafy and cheap 
Method of preierving different 
Kinds of Grain; Dr. Fourcroy’s 
Chemical Memoirs and Obferva- 
tions; Count La ‘epade’s general 
and particular Syftem of Natural 
Philofophy; M.D’ Aubenton’s Me- 
thodical Exhibition of Minerals, ac- 
cording to their diserent Natures, 
and with their diitinstive Charac- 
ters; and the fame gentleman’s In- 
jiructions relative to Sheep-walks. 
—With refpect to the books that 
belong to Medicine, Anatomy, and 
the objects in which phyfical men 
are immediately concerned, we fhail 
once more refer our readers to Dr, 
Simmons’s Journal. ‘There is one 
point, however, which muit not be 
patted over in filence ; and that 1s, 
the affair of Animal Magnetifm. 
It is well known what furprifing 
cures M. Metmer and his affociate 
M. Deflon have pretended to per- 
form in this way. At length a 
commiiiion was appointed by the 
French king to examine into the 
matter. The committee contifled 
of feveral eminent phyficians and 
philefophers, Dr. Benjamin Frank- 
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lin being one of the number; and 
they proceeded in their enquiries 
wth all that wifdom, good fenfe, 
and circumfpection, which might 
be expected trom their characters, 
The refult of their examination 
was a clear and full proof that ani- 
mal magnetifm is a mere chimera ; 
that the boafted application of it 
hath, in many cates, been ver 

prejudicial, and that the whole bu- 
finefs is the operation of impotture 
and fraud upon the credulity and 
perverted imaginations of the pa- 
ticnts. Of the Report of the com- 
milfioners, which hath been pub- 
lifhed both in French and Englifh, 
and which hath made its way into 
news-papers, and into moit of the 
periodical pamphlets, we need not 
give a particular account. But 
though this Report is fufficient to 
fatisty every judicious and reafon- 
able mind, it has not had that et- 
fect in the degree that could be 
wifhed. ‘I racts, in large numbers, 
have appeared on both fides of the 
queflion, and the controverfy is not 
yet ended. What fhews the fond- 
nefs of men for fomething extraor- 
dinary, and their readinefs to be 
deceived, 1s, that vatt multitudes 
‘the French nation, and thefe 
not of the lowcr kind only, are 
itill zealous advocates for M. Met- 
mer and his affociates, and look up 
to animal magnetifm for the cure 
ot their diforders. 

To turn our view to other ob- 
jects: with regard to Hittorical 
Writing, France doth not feem to 
hate made a ilriking figure in the 
year 6784. ‘The mot confiderable 


publications of that year were, 
*¢ French Honour,” or the Hiitory 
of the Virtues and Exploits of that 
Nation, being the ninth and tenth 
volumes of the work, by M. Sacy ; 
aud the cleventh and twelfth vo- 

lume3 
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jumes of the General Hiflory of 
China, trantlated trom the Grand 
Annals of the kmpire. ‘Thete vo- 
lumes conclude the defign.—In 
England a valuable production hath 
appeared, in the French language, 
by M. Routtan, minitier of the 
Dutch Church in London. It is 
entitled, ** An Abridgment of An- 
cient, Middle, and Modern Hi- 
ftory ;” and is divided into three 
parts. ‘The ancient Hittory comes 
down to the battle of Actium; the 
middle, to the end of the fitteenth 
century , and the modern, to the 
peace in 1763. ‘The facts are ju- 
dicious, the narrative peripicuous 
and ealy, and a proper attention 1s 


paid to the chronologi¢al order of 


events. ‘Iwo ends will be tound 
to be well attained in the prefent 
pertormance. ‘The firit is, the giv- 
ing to young perfons a general 
view of the field of hittory, betore 
they enter upon the particular ttudy 
of its feveral parts; and the fe- 
cond, enabling thofe who have 
read hitory in an incidental and 
eafual manner, to reduce their ideas 
to connection and method.—In 
Biography, the publications have 
been more numerous than impor- 
tant and ftriking. ‘The Lives and 
Eulogies which have been printed 
are thofe of D’Alembert, Pouilin, 
the duke de Villars, the duke de 
Vendome, Rene Duguay ‘| rouin, 
and Voltaire. Of Voltaire’s Lite, 
written by himiclt, we have al- 
ready fpoken in our article of Do- 
meilic Literature. . 
Marthal Villars was alfo written 
by himfelf, and is a work of fome 
confequence, as it throws conhi- 
derable light on the events of the 
times.—In Literary Hitlory, we 
have M. d’Albon’s ‘** Difcourte 
eyncernivg the Queition, Whether 


The Lite ot 


the Age of Auguitus dught to be 
preterred to that of Louis thé 
rourteenth, with re{pect to Litera- 
ture and ocience sr”? On this quef- 
tion M. d’Albon writes with more 
vivacity than folidity, and feveral 
of his pofitions may be difputed. 
He is tuitciently difpofed to ag- 
grandize his own nation.—Under 
the head of Literary Hiftory, as 
well as under that of Poetry, may 
be mentioned the publication en- 
titled, ** Poetical Annals.” This 
is a work carried on in fmall vo- 
lunes, of which twenty-cight have 
already been printed. It com- 
mences with the origin of French 
poetry, and is well conducted. Be- 
lides the poems contained in the 
collection, anecdotes are given of 
the writers, and other remarks in- 
ter{perfed, which add to the value 
of the undertaking.—From the reit 
ot the poetry publifhed in France, 
during the year, we fhall only di- 
ftinvutth M. Saurin’s ** Beverley,” 
imitated from the Englith, and 
which is av inttructive and excel- 
lent tragedy, having fome fcenes 
in it that are peculiarly ttriking and 
pathetic.-In Polite Criticitm a 
curious performance, ** Concern- 
ing the Poecry of Mutic,” hath 
proceeded from the pen of the 
count de la Cepede. While the 
author modelily proteffes that his 
intention is only: to be ufetul to 
young artitts, and to thofe who are 
defirous of appreciating the com- 
potitions of the great matters, he 
goes farther, and communicates 
both inttuction and pleature to 
fuch as are adepts in mutical fel- 
ence.—— Mr. Howel’s * j ravels 
through Sicily, Malta, and Li- 
pari; containing an Account of the 
Antiquitics of thele Hlands, the 
prineipal natural Phanomena they 

exhi- 
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exhibit, and the particular Cuftoms 
and Manners of the {mhab'tants,”’ 
form a fplendid work, which is car- 

ing on in numbers.—Each num- 
ber includes fix plates, and eight 
pages of defcription.—We have 
another fimilar publication in M. 
Hentzy’s “* Remarkable Profpecis 
of the Alps and icy Mountains in 
Switzerland.” Thefe profpects are 
exhibited in a feries of plates en- 
graven, with colours, and accom- 
panied with ample deferiptions of 
the objects they reprefent.— Among 
the Mitcellaneous Productions of 
the year, the abbe de Mably’s Ob- 
fervations on the United Stares of 
America would demand particular 
notice, if we had not imtroduced 
them in a ditlerent placc -—Count 
Mirabcau’s ‘!iact npon the Order 
of Cincinnatus comes from another 
French gentlemen, who is ardently 
devoted to American liberty. His 
reflections upon that inttitution ma- 
nifeit an acute and penctracing fpi- 
rit, and a zealous attachment tothe 
equal rights of mankind.—Kiva- 
rol’s © Ditcourfe concerning the U ni- 
verfality of the French Language,” 
though an ingenious performance, 
will afford more fatisfaciion to the 
writer’s own nation than it would 
to an Enelith reader. | his difier- 
tation obtained the prize propofed 
by the academy of Berlin. {hat 
count de Rivarol fhould write with 
fome degree of prejudice upon the 
{ubject is what mignt be expected, 
and indeed is a matter for which 
candid allowances ought to be 
made.—Another prize differtation, 
which was detervedly crowned by 
the Academy of Sciences, Belles 
Lettres, and Arts, at Refancon, is 
the abb? Genty’s Difcourie con- 
cerning Luxury. —The latt tribute 
of refpect we fhall pay to French 


literature regards the Romances of 
the year. Madame Genlis’s Tales 
ot the Caftle would richly merit 
very particular attention, were they 
not already in almott every hand, 
Perhaps we are wrong in putting 
them into the clafs ot Novels, as 
they con'itute an important work 
on the fubject of education. ‘{ his 
ingenious lady’s fyitem may not in 
every view be adapted to the man- 
ners of our own country. —Other 
Romances which are reprefented as 
rifting above the common level, are, 
~ i elephus” ; ‘¢ Fauttin, or the 
Philofophical Ave ;”? and M. d’A- 
mand’s * Kudocia, an Hilttorical 
Narrative.” 


Of Spain little is to be faid; 
though tomething more than oc- 
eurred lait year. It gives us plea- 
fure to ind that an attention is paid 
to the improvement of the king- 
dom, and that the itudy of Natural 
Hittory is udvancing. A work has 
been carrying en for a confidcrable 
time, aud is now increated to twelve 
volumes, the detien of which is to 
revive the finking tafle tor archi- 
tecture and agriculture, and elpe- 
aially for the plantation of trees. 
‘The author ts Antonio Pontz; and 
it feems that good etiects have re- 
fulted from his pubiications.—An- 
other performance has appeared, 
the immediate object of which is 
Natural Hittory, It relates to 
fhell-tifl, which are claffed accord- 
ing to the fyfiem of Linneus.— 
An Introduction to the Ory ¢ctogra- 
phy and Zoology of Arragon, has 
been prefented tothe public by the 
Society of Agriculture and Fine 
Arts, at Saragoffa. This book, 
betides what relates to natural hi- 
tory, contains various paiticulars 
ref{pecting the population of the 
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country, the ftate of learning, and 
other objects, It is an aufpicious 
omen, that literary focieties are 
forming in Spain. —At Valencia a 
Medical Treatite has been printed, 
on the Ulcerated Sore Throat, 


We are glad to conclude our ar- 
ticle with a publication trom a king- 
dom of great importance to Ene- 


’ nv ‘ - 
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land in a commercial view, but 
which we feldom hear of in the 
way of literature; and that is Por- 
tual. It is a Political and Phi- 
lofophical Journey through the 
Country, by Dr. Jofeph Antonio 
de Sa. The account it gives of the 
natural productions of Portugal 
may be interetting to foreigners as 
well as to natives, 
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